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ADVERTISEMENT. 


It Jias been justly icmarkcd that iSIodcyn Travellers 
arc addicted to describing such countries as have 
been newly"discovcit'd, while they neglect those which 
gave them birth. When America was discovered, 
and afterwards the islands in the Pacilic Ocean, all 
travellers were iuditierent to every other part of the 
world. ’ * • , 

'J’o give a compk'tc dcscry^tion* of an c.xtcnsive 
country is an undertaking beyond the colnpctency 
of one individual; for besides the variet.yj,of know-‘ 
ledge which he ought to [)ossess, he should also have 
the means of travellings of residing for a length of 
time in particular plucos, and rewarding the natives, 
whose services he will require on varioivs occasions. 

Coininccd of this evident principle, that the 
knowledge of the geography of a kingdom can only 
be ac({uircd hy general .encouragenicnt and liberal 
assistaneg, Philip II, of Spain, traitfinitfed in 1.575, 
orders and instructions to all the, prelates and go¬ 
vernors of the diflercnl provinces iy his kingdom, 
directing thcm'.to Ijraw up memoranda of every 
thing worthy of notice, in rticir respective districts. 
This task, however, was only executed in part, as its 
completion was previhted by political events. 

The Il'il.earic and Pithiusian islands, therefore like 
most of the other, provinces oi^Spain, had their histo¬ 
rians and local geographers; but the writeis15eing na¬ 
tives of the parts which they have described, s(Hi»r 
from giving .true accounts, have embellished them 
with all those wonderful addrtions which the iina* 
gination apd 'pai’tiaiity -engendfr. 
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With respect to the Pitliiusian isles, there is no 
work extant in Avhich they are described with in¬ 
terest; their bisiory being founded entirely iipo^ 
what hasbltm written relative to the Balearics. In, 
iny Accoi^nt, however, lhave omitted no opportunity 
to gain the most actiyate infoiaiation as to their 
present state; and the following work may there¬ 
fore be considered as the result of all the materials 
I have been able to collect, duying a research of six 
years in the respective places. ‘ Indeed, I may ven¬ 
ture to offer it as -the most exact and ample 
description which can be pYocured of the coasts, 
and the interior of the islands in question; and I 
have, in particular, inserted, evc^'ry thing that re¬ 
lates to the character, manners, customs, industry, 
commerce, costume, and language of the iniiu- 
Bilants. „ 

I have also devoted a chapter to the antiquities 
which have been found, or still exist on the different 
islands; and I conclude the wliole with an historical 
sketch. The Balearics have made only a secondary 
figure in the events which compose the history of the 
others; nevertheless, the facts v’;hich I have collect¬ 
ed, are by no means unworthy of attention. 
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SITUATION OF THE HAUK/fRlC AND PITHIUSIAN ISLANDS 

-ORIGIN OF THEIK NAMES — EXTESV •—FIG U RE- 

CO 'STS, AND ANCHORAGE OF THE ISLANDS OF MA- 
JoUCA AND CAIUIER1A~DESCR1PT10;< OF THE ISLAND 
OF MAJORCA. 

Un DER the name of the *IJ:ilearcs, or Balearid’Isles, are 
comprised the isles of Majorca, Minorca, and Obrcriu; 
they are situated in that park of the Mediterraiieati formerly 
called the Iberian sea, because it washed the shores of Spain, 
the ancient Iberia, and afterwards Balearic, froiv the names of 
these two islands. In the time of the Greeks, they were called 
the Gymnesias: the name of the Baleares was given them by 
the Homans. According to the best writers of antiquity, Poly¬ 
bius, Strabo, and Bhiiy, these two denomBiatiofis had their 
origin from *the particular nianiuTs of the inhabitants of these 
islands in times past. 'Gie name Gymnesia.s expresses tlie cus¬ 
tom of the first inhabitants ofjgoirig naked; an(j that of Baleare.s 
is dcrive(l,from thcir«singular skill in the use of the sling. They 
are now known *by the names of Mj^jorca and Minorca. 

Cahreria is a small island dependant on, and very near to 
Majorca: it has its nani«| from the custom of the Majorcans 
keeping their flocks of goats to pasture at this place. 

By tlie name of Pithiuses are distinguished the three islands 
of Ivica, Formentera, and Conejeraf .‘situated in that part of 
the Mediterranean cmled,the Gulf'of Valencia. ^Hiey were 
known to the Greeks and Romani) by this denomination ; wb«i» 
by some is thought to be derived from the great number of pine 
trees with which they abound; and ^by others, from a kind of 
pottery formerly made by the inhabitants, which wtjs one of 
the chief article*’of.commerce with etrangors. The vases of 
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this pottery were said to .have the extraordinary virtue of not 
receiving»or imldhins: any kind of poison. Majorca, the most 
considerable of the JJaleares, describes *a sqtrarCj the projecting 
points'of whicli are the capes Pera, to the, east; Gross(;s, to 
the west; Fromentor, to llie uortli; and the Salines, or .salt- 
pits, to .xouth. The circiunfcrence i.s about 14.') miles,-.54 
east and west in lcnglli,* :m(l 42 north and .south in hveadtli. 
It is Cd iniWrs from the roadstead of Pahna to the Bay of Al- 
cadia. 

The island of ^lajotca is distant 26 miles ^V. S. W. from the 
nearestrpoint of land of ^linorca, W E. N. E. from Ivica, 9^ 
Sj. S. E. from Barcelona ; l.'to IS. N. W. fiont^the Cape Tenfs, 
in Africa. The latitude i?j this island is .'!9“ .j/' 1.5"; the longi¬ 
tude 9® 40" E. from the Koyal iMarine Observatory at Cadi?. 

On approacluiig the .-iliore, and keeping to the east of th(‘ 
isle of Majtuca, we soon discover Cap (4 JJIanc going coast- 
wa>s to the South we see that of the Salinc.s, n here there is good 
anchorage^ .sliellered from the winds, which blow from Uk; 
.land. Continuing the .sunn; coursi;, we find a .small road, called 
<,lalc-Figui([;Kcs; it can only ^receive vessels of small burthen. 
Ihirsiiingour course along tlie (;odst, w«; come to the port Peru,- 
it is half a mile wide at the mouth, and nin.s, about two miles 
into the land. A few gallie.s, or at the most, six or seven ships, 
that draw but little water, can anchor here in good ground. 

We ne.xt edme to another small harbour, called Coloinh, 
where there is ancfiorage only for small craft; it runs in shore 
near a mile and a half. The villagers about two miles from 
the port. , . 

Jh'twfcn die cayc of the Salines and the isle of Cabreria tin r«j 
are many .shoals, ami several little islands. Fishcrificn generally 
resort here, as thffFe is plenty of lisli. 

Cape Peru is the last of the i.slaud of Majorca: to the east, 
going thence north, we find the baythf Albudia, wheVc the an¬ 
chorage is .sheltered by Cafe Ferrouih W. N. W. of the bay, 
about two miles distant, is the town.of Alcudia. 

Continuing a course to the N. alter doubling the cape of 
Alcudi.i, we make the port of Polcnza, which was called by 
the ancients Portux Minor, to di.stinguisli it from that of Alcu¬ 
dia, whic\; jthey called Vortux Major. There is good anchorage 
jn_ this port for ships of ahnpst an^ burthen, where they are 
Ifneffered from every wind, and protected by a tower tolerably 
well fortifit’d. 'lids tower i.s situated half way up the harbour, 
where there are also several windmills. There is plenty of fresh 
water to the isouth of tlie tower. 

The village of PollcnzA js two miles frort the sea shore, and 
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li situated behind a mountain. Pollenia and Alcudijv are tlie 
two best anchoriiges of the island of Majoica. At the entrance 
of. the roadstead of Pollcnza, there is,^oii the right, a little 
island near the land; at the mouth, the soundings are from 27, 
‘23,"QO, and 17 fathoms; diinijiisbing gradually. Aytlie time 
of the expedition against Mahon, iiv<lir the command of rite 
]\iaicchal de Hiehelieii, the sqnatlron and the Spanish convoy 
were at anchor iii the bay of Alctidia, at the .same time that the 
port of Pollenza was occuj>ietl by the English. 'I'o'the west of 
Pollenza is the^coast of JjJller, which, is dangerous, as'X coii> 
sists of lofty barren inountains, and has no good anchorage ; it 
is necessary to go large from the*laud in this place, as 
a shoal inns out ten miles distant, where the stuiudings are ten 
fathoms ; the sea breaking over it is very daiigarous, and idse- 
where denotes other sdrijllows which are not known; therefore 
great care is necessary, in bSd weather, to j|o very large from 
this dangerous shore, which affords no <itlH'r shelter than the 
little port of Soller; only fit for small trading vessels which 
draw” but little water. Tiic mou|h of tiiis harbour is narrow, 
ami difficult to enter. A battery of four pieces of caimoit de¬ 
fends the entrance. It is lu re that llu! small craft ^f the 
island taki' in their cargoes of oranges for I'tamu', ami .some- 
few for Spain. 

Tire isle of the Dragonicrcs is situated in the latitude \Vf 40". 
It has two towers for its defence, where the signals to tire ships 
arc rlisplayed. There is # passage to Friou, Iretwecn the ])ra- 
goniert:s and the island of Aiajorfa; but it reqiyres great caution 
in the iiavigaiion, as there are, near the nijjldle, •rocks which 
arc almost fcvel with the water, and some f»f which appear 
above it. Towards the South i.s a small port, called .Aiidraig ; the 
entrance ia so narrow that if is hazardous fOr ships to go in. 
The anchorage is*in seVen ai^d eight fathoms, and a muddy bottom. 

Pursuing the same route, you riTakr* the Cape .Fromentor, 
whete begins the road of |Majorca to thewestward. Having 
doubled the Cape, you cliter the roadstead: it is extensive, 
and there is good anchorage; but open to the south-west, 
which occa.sions a great deal of st^. The Point of Saint 
Charles is seen protected by a ctistle of the s^e name, 
which is square, and was* built .by the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth. The Port aux Pins is an harbour where vessels dTUT 
certain burthen, and even frigates arc moored by cables made fast 
on shore. The ships are protected from every vr Ind 4 »atid the 
entrance was formerly shut by means of a chain. l'hi» port can 
only contain a smaU ntiniber of vessels; the mouth is riefended 
by a battery situated on the point ne.xt the town, xrpon which, in 
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front, is the light-lionse, which servos to direct mariners in the 
sigiit, and to make signals to the ships observed in the offing 

About half way fioui Port .'lUX Pins to the town, is situated 
the castle of Beiver, on a hill. It was built by King Don 
Jayine IJ. It is of an oval form, and ratlier large. On'the 
aide next the tow n is first seen a large round tower, which, at a 
distance, appears detached from the castle : state prisoners are 
confined here. This fort, guarded by about fifty infantry, is 
under the cdmtnand of a lieutenant colonel, retired from active 
servicB. 

A little distance from Belvcr, on the brow of another hill^ 
which descends to the sea, is built tlie Lazaretto. It was con¬ 
structed in ifiof), and is divided into several wards, where they 
air and purify the merchandize. Two of these compartnient.s, 
situated at .the bottom of the hill, on -the sea shore, are abso¬ 
lutely of no use in rainy seasons ;'‘the flowing of the water inun¬ 
dates them entirely. 'I’he passengers have no other lodging than 
some little rooms in the upper pa'f of the building. Thislaze- 
retto, by the few conveniences, or rather by tlie many incon¬ 
veniences found there, is not very well suited for the purpose of 
its e.stablishmeut. Its vicinity to the town, and to n much fre¬ 
quented road, would be dangerous in case the ptT.sons or effects 
being kept there, should be infected with the plague. These ob¬ 
servations gave birth to the design of building a new pest-house 
on the island of Cabreria; the .situation could not be better; but 
the distance, and the pa.s.sage by .vca, 'present risks and expencei 
too burthensome to commerce the project was therefore given 
up, and the interest of tlic merchant prevailed against the con¬ 
sideration of the public health. 

Tlie port of Puima is sinaii, and can only admit vessels which 
draw but little Su'at-tr; they moor in tiic north part, at the 
mole. *' 

The cente 'it in'* island bf Cabreria is at the distance of ten 
miles N. E. J J.V. from the cape of H'llines of Majorca; its lati¬ 
tude is 39 “ 7' 30", and the longitn^le 9“ 16 ' 20" F..' from the 
Observatory of Cadiz. This island is of some elevation, and is 
three miles in length S. W. and JS'. E. and two nulc.s and three 
quarters and W. in breadth ; tlie s.ltbre is clean, and the 
bottom is, generaUjt speaking, sea-weed. Not far from the 
there are sbme small islands, w hicb arc seen at the same 
time with Cabrerb.' » 

Ahnost in the middle of that .side of the island which 
looks to th^J^otith, there are four small islands, which they 
Calr^Atelldw.* The two‘ highest are very near, and almost 
toucli Ctdjreria', and the two bthers are farther from the first. 
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about a cable’s length and a half to the south. The coast of 
these islands is clean,* and Tessels of any burthen *may pass 
tbrougli the stfaight they form. 

At the south-east of Cabrcria is ancHher small island called 
.1 iltperial, higher than the others, but situated so near the coast, 
that it is with difficulty even ^ats cai^ pass.. ^ 

•About one third of a mile to tile north of Cape Ventosa, 
which is the farthest N. E. from Cabreria, is the island Re- 
doiida, larger than the Imperial. Vessels of all dancriiitions can 
pass between Redonda an^ Ventosa ; the depth is ten or twelve 
fathoms. * • •' 

In the passage from Isle Imperial to Cape V'entosa, is seen 
Bleda, a little low island, jilmost touching tiie other shore. 
Betw'een Bleda and Cape Ventosa, the coast forms a large 
creek, in which, in the northern part, is a road* called Olla, and 
to the south another called B#tri; they only serve tor the fishing- 
boats. , • 

To the N. 35'' W. of Cape Ventosa, distant abrjflit a mile, 
and tw'o miles and one third to the N. 67'* | E. of Cape Le-' 
v^ch^, is the S. W. extremity of the island of Contyera, the 
highest and must considerable of all those in the iieighl^urliood 
of Cabreria. * 

Conejera is about a mile irf length from N. N. E. to S. S. W. 
There is a passage through the straight formed Uy Cabreria and 
the Isle Redonda. The soundings are ten and twelve fathoms. 

At the N. N. E. extrejnity of Conejera there are four little 
islands close together; tliree are called the Planes, and the 
fourth Furadada, which is the’ highest. TfSe straight which 
these islands form is deep,, but so narrow^ that nothing but 
boats can pass through. 

The island Furadada, and ihe Cape Saline% of Majorca, are 
five miles* and ^ hal^distal^t from each other, N. E. 3® N. and 
S. W. S'* S. Ill the middle of th» passage the soundings are 
20 and 25 fathoms; the depth decreases near the two shores to 
10 fathoms. | 

In these straights we frequently meet strong currents, which 
follow the direction of the winds that prevail. 

The port of Cabreria is a little distant to the S. S. E. of 
Cape Levfech^. This cape is a latfd-mark. Therrts seen, at 
the entrance of the port, a cavern, called Obispo, which 
leave to the starboard; and, to larboard, the Point of Creveta, 
which is the eastermost, and forms the port. Within this point 
is observed the g^stle of Cabreria, situated on a mounljiin. The 
entrance of the port .is about a cable's length in breadth; and 
ST. SAUVEUR.] * 
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tlieie are every wliero from 20 to 25 fathoms; so that the largest 
ships ina'i' enter. 

Hiiving (loiihled the j.oiat of Creveta, several tfsliermcn’s Imjls 
appear; opposite to w'lieh there is uiieliorage in eight and ten 
fathoms. Vessels may be moored on tlie eastern side, and ride 
safely witV. two aue.hor.s- The -fort is large, and the shores 
which inclose it are level^ Tlie north wind blows into the 
harbour. 

Having the wind to the north-west, blowing fresh, to go into 
the port of Cabreria, care must be taken to k<!e(> the Cape 
Leveehe to the N. W. since, from .liat ('ape' to tlie anchor¬ 
age, the squalls from the mountains are sometimes so strong, 
that they carry awift' the masts of vessel. The same attciilion 
must be paid with the wind at east. 

i\t a little distance, on the east of the jioint Creveta, there 
is a large cieek, called the road of,(jau(fli.s': t'le bottom is good, 
but this road is open to the north and nortii-cast. It often hap¬ 
pens that, owing to voyagers not liaving a perfect knowledge 
of the coast, they confound this cieek wiih Port Ca'ncna. 
To avoid the mistake the Cape Ceveelie must be made, and then 
the coas| pursued to the anchorage. 

At a mile and three quarters to the S. to® W. of the (iape 
Lev cche, and that of Picanioscas xind near to the middle of the 
coast of that Cape, there is a little creek called Caleota. be¬ 
tween the Cape Picanioscas and that of Ansiola, which is the 
most southern of the Island, is another crock whieli has an 
island at its entrance. These two cieeks are only i'requcnted by 
fishermen, who efime hither to fish when the wind is at east. 

The islanii of Cabreria is nearly nncullivated. fSonie islanders 
with the garrison.ol' tlie castle, which is from ten to twelve men 
in time of peace, and from forty to fifty in time of war, compose 
the whole popiilation. I'lie Majorcans- keep at pasture in 
Cabreria flocks of goata. T’his island supplies a small quantity 
of fire w ood; 

THE ISLAND OF MhjOTlCA. 

The island of Majorca is very hilly, particularly in that part 
which is opposite to Catalonia. The N. L- patl sepaiated 
from the S. W. by a chain of lofty mountains. Its population 
is dividcd'«eito fifty-two inhabited places, two cities, thirty vil- 
. Wes , and the rest small hamlets ; the quality of the soil is excel¬ 
lent, and its productions with the c.xceptiou of corn, suflicicut 
for the consumption of the islanders. 

Leaving Palina, the capital of the isle, and ^ going to the E. 
keeping the sea coast, the first village of any note that we 
come to tt^Lluch the greater, situated on a pleasant plain, 
famous for the battle in which king Don Javmc the third 
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lost liis life and crown. This village was built by king Don 
•fayme the second in the year 1300 ; the number of its in¬ 
habitants amounts to near 3.500. 

. Corn and hgs arc the principar jiroductions of this canton; it 
also maintains a considerable number oPcattlo. Tl’he streets and 
houses of lJuch the greater, arc tolerably regular. - 

llic principal elmveh is flint beloliging *to the Convent of 
Saint Francis ; tiie arehitecturc is simple, and in oilier respects 
it has nolhitig remarkaitle. Near this village is a inoiuitaiii 
called La Jianda. O.i the siuninit is a college vsith a chapel, 
where alioni hi'ty young thildren are instructed in the lii^t,rudi¬ 
ments of learning, at the expenee tfl the university of Palma. 
From t!ie lop of La Panda, is beheld the most delightful pros¬ 
pect ; on one side is a gruMd vii'w oi the sea, and on die other 
the country, which ])rcsents a cheerful landscape. 'Jlic moun¬ 
tain La Panda lias .ol^tained a celebrity from the retreat of 
Paymond-Lulle, chief of t'fc .sect of the Lullists, who was as 
fainmis for his »iitliu.siasms, and tlig-delirifim and extravagance 
of his propositions, as illustrious for his virtues. This philosopher, 
snrnamed the illuniinaled doctor, was born in the isle of 
Majorca, in 1230; he applic^l w*th indefatigable perseverance 
to the study of the philosophy of the Arabians, to rJieinistry, 
physic, and theology, and *at lengtli went to pieich the 
go.spel ill Africa, and was* stoned to ileath in Mauritania, 
on llie 2()lh of March, 131.5. lie is esteemed<r martyr among 
the [leople at Majorca, where his body was conveyed, and de¬ 
posited. His absurd doctrines have still u number of followers 
11 ! the university of Palma. 

About a league and a halt from this cify is isi pond culled 
le I’rut ; flie un\\hol(>somu exlialatious of* this collection of 
stagnant water, are very prejudicial to the culiivators of the land.s 
in tile viriiiily. This pond i»igiit be easily drained by conduct¬ 
ing the vi'aters lo tlfe sca,Vhich is very nigh. 

'J'w'O leagues to the S. E. is the village of Campos ; ft is not so 
considerable as ] Jueli the greater ; it was also I’oimded in tlie 
thirteenth century. 'J’helands are divided into corn iield.s and 
meadow s. The wealth of the inhabitants, the number of whom 
is at most four or five thousand, consists chiefly ol' com and 
cattle. Campos is jiot far from lllfe royal sails pit^ which are 
situated on the sea shora They do not obtain frdfn these pits 
the quantity, which a more extensive operation would certoirJjp- 
procure. ^ , 

A league to lh(' N. of Campos .there is a mineral spring, 
called Saint .Joljii’s Fountain, wliich is a specific for the itch and 
other cutaneous distempers. Probably virtues of greater extent 
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might be discovered, if tliese waters were analysed. M.Bleau 
in his “ Jtlas general” speaks highly of this spring. 

Continuing in the road to tlie N. we come to a large plain well 
cultivated, and very fer|:jle in corn, and which might with pro¬ 
priety be called the granary of the island of Majorca. This ex¬ 
tent of la^tl is occupied by the }(i(}Iages of Porreras, Algai<la, 
M ontuiri, Villa-Franca, Sac .1 uan, and Petra. The population 
in this canton may be about 11 or 12000 souls. 

The inhabitants obtain from hence wines, brandies and 
olive oil for their consumption, but corn is their chief wealth. 
The gardens produce abundance of roV-s and culiuarv vegetables 
of every kind. They gather yearly a large quantity of figs, which 
they dry. Their flocks arc iafficient for the purposes of manuring^ 
the land as well as for the consumption of the country. 

At Petra is ai paper-mill, but the munulacture is of a veiy 
ordinary quality. • ■ 

Continuing our way along the sea-shore a little more to [the 
E. of the Cape des ^salinc-s; (Salt Pits), we come to the village 
Santagni; it is well built with stone of an excellent quality, 
which is found in the neighbuqrhood. Santagni was often 
forsaken by its inhabitants, at the times w hen the Barbary corsairs 
made iiiLursions into the mteriqr of the lands. The parish 
church is remarkable for is size, lyat the architecture is heavy 
and in bad style. T'he population of Santagni amounts to 4000 
souls. Ihe lan'ds in this part of the island are very fertile, and 
produce much wheat and barley. In the vicinity "of Santagni, 
are a great number of tombs, which are said to be of the times, 
when the Koinaus j,\ ere in possession of Majorca. I wished to be 
convinced of the tr^itli of this assertion, but could not find any 
inscription to remove my doubts on the .subject. Tradition 
alone .says that these sepuh hres belonged to the Romans. 

To the north of'Sautagni, ahoutThme leaone.s distanf, is the 
• village Felunix, which is one of the laVgest and best built in the 
i.sland; it contains 5 or 6000 inhabitants ; they grow plenty of 
corn and have a sufliicient number cf cattle; but their chief 
wealth is derived from their brandies. Felanix is the canton which 
tnrnishcs the most in quantity, and the best in quality of this li-, 
quor ; the exportation of v^ich is one of the most advantageous 
branches of^mraerce in Majorca. The mbnksofSt. Augustine 
have here a handsome convent. Half a league from this village 
tflWris a small hill, on'the top of w hich is a chapel where the 
islanders pay their devotions to an image of Christ, which 
has given the name of San-Salvador to this mountain ; near the 
chapel is u4|'hid of.inn, for the accommodation of the pilgrims., 
whose devotiott leads them to tire place. There is 3 convenient 
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iDscent cjjt in the rock to the summit of the hill. The Msyorcans 
preserve with particular, care those small chapels, w^ich ,are 
built on the summit of almost every mountain in the island. 

hour leagues N. | N. E. from I'elanix is Manacor, a village 
situated in a fertile plain ; most part of the land belongs to the 
noblesse of Majorca, who her^ j>ass tlie summer. h|Janacor is 
one of the largest villages in the islalvd? the population is esti¬ 
mated at the number of 7000; the inhabitants arc rii;h in com, 
wines, vegetables, tigs, and herds of cattle, 'fhe monies of St. 
Dominic have a small convent at Manacor. They^hew in the 
parish church as old pictute of the crucifixion, and praise Jrighly 
the painting. I could not judge of its merits, because tire chapel 
is very dark. I remarked the same Rant of light in almost all 
the churches of Majorca. * 

To the E. is’ the little village Sauservera > it is very near 
the sea. • • 

To the north of Sanservdta, is Arta, which is built on a 
rough and hilly situation. This villagt is one of the largest and 
handsomest of the island ; contains about 8.000 people ; the in¬ 
habitants keep numerous flocjjs apd herds of cattle; the chief 
ju'oduce is oil and vegetables; they also grow cotton, w'hich 
they have in perfection. Thyj canton abounds with game of 
every kind. In the envirgns of Arta are some grottos and 
caverns, which might agreeably employ the naturalist in philoso¬ 
phical researches. • 

Arta is surrounded by country houses, where the nobles of 
the island pass the sumifler. The stranger is received with a 
frankness and good nature, rare even among |hose people, who 
boast most,of their hospitality, and who fapey tirey ])ossess a 
superior degree of civilization. There is a inouulaiii that com- 
uiauds a prospect of the whole village, and from which may bo 
seen the ^ea, in five different directions : on the^top of this moun¬ 
tain is a small Ifermilage, ttken care of by a devout old woman; 
she shewed us an antique statue of tfie Holy V'irgin, of w Inch she 
related some prodigious miracles; tlie walls bore many testimonies 
of its efficacy, and of the gratitude of the islanders, who had 
been restored to health by their faith in the powers of ihi.s insage. 
I went over the ruins of an old castle,^which formerly b<-longed to 
the Moors; a part df which haff served to form th^ hermitage 
I had just quitted. There oiily remained a wjilled enclosure, and 
some subterraneous'apartments, the entrances of which arc ah«’ 
choaked up with heaps of stones. From llience I weut to a 
convent of Franciscan monks. I wtis attended by one of thceni, 
who, like the oW vvotnan at the hermitage, related miracles por- 
forined by every statue of a saint, with which the church was 
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ornamenled. I’lic library was tlie last thing lie shevred, ami at 
my request, and on this occasion he, told truth, for he assyred 
me that"! should find nothing < urious ; in fact there was only a 
heap of old Spanish books, bound in parchment. 1 opened se'<'e- 
ral of them ; they wciii on theological sul)j(>cts. Just as I was 
leaving this library, my conductor stopped me, and made me 
observe ^bout half a dt^-zen beldlel.s and some armour, whicb 
were placed on the upper shelves ; the di,stance and the darkness 
of the place, prevented me from forming a judgment of them ; 
and desfrouti to make .souu- interesting discoverv, [ entertained 
hopes that ihev might be remains of nrmonr, whieli formerly bad 
belonged to the anet'stCs-s oi’ t'le MVijoreans. '^I'he monk cor¬ 
rected inv error, by telling me that what 1 bad observed with so 
mm-fi atlentinii nas tim work ojC his own hands, and made 
use of to dress some children on tlie days of procession. These 
lichiiets, bucklers, and cuirasses, in fact were nothing but paste¬ 
board covcri'd willi jiajier, which i^y dust and time had ac(juircd 
the appearance of age, that caused my mistake. 

A slioi't distanc e to the east of Arta, is the castle of Pc'ra, 
built on t(ie top of a small mountain; about the third of a league 
from Cape j’era; it is only •“an c nelosure of walls witli haltle- 
ments, furnished witii three or four pieces of artillery. 'J’his 
iniserahle castle overlooks some'poor habitations built on the 
doclivily of the. muuiitaiu. * 

1 .(!a\ing the ^inoimUiimms lands of Arta we reach a large jdaiii, 
which extends as far as the sliorc of tlic bay of Aleudia: in this 
plain, and a litile distance from the sya, are the villages Sainl- 
Alarguei ite, Muro, Peubla, and Can)|)anet; the number of 
people inhahiting*’ thi.s canton, Is about 10,0{)(); corn, honey, 
Jiemp, oil, earruiibS', with the flocks, and herds of large and small 
cattle, compose the wraltli of the inhabitants. The gardc-ns alsci 
produce groat cpigntilies of fruits jmd vegetables. The melons 
and citrons of Pculila, arc remarkably;' for fheir gize and quality. 

' in the neighbourhood of iS.iuro, is a quarry of excellent stones 
for building; as ther^is also in the environs of I’claiiix. Is'ear 
St. Marguerite are found a number offtoiubs, which arc said to 
be as ancient as the time of the Romans. 

I rcmaii.ed a particular taste in llic construction of the public 
edifices and churches of these village ; tl.ie largest and finest 
of n hu h is^ii'at of Peubla. ■ . , 

_^^^liule to the 8. W. of Campanct, is Selva Inca, Bcninsalem, 
and Saiisellas; tliese villages are in the most fertile part of the 
island. 'I'iie inhabitants* ainouiit to about I l,(K)b persons ; they 
are in general in good circumstanees ; they have a considerable 
quantity ol*cori.', wme, oil, eaiToubs, almonds,-and fruits of every 
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kind, vvitli sornosilk: thty keep flocks and herds of cattle, which 
are sufficient for their fconsumptioii, and the labours* of lius- 
btuidry. * 

The situation of Selva is very pleasanj, surrounded hy hill.s 
covered with trees; this village presents a perspective as cheer¬ 
ful as varied : water is fouiul iut:»buuduu|;e, and contribAes much 
to the fertility of the country. ' 

They assert that Inca was founded in the time of lli% Roman-s; 
and ruins are found in the vicinity, which leave ur^doubt of its 
antiquity. 

Sansellas is'also said to he one the parts of the*iS!and 
which was first inhabited ; the situatiojj of this village is not less 
picturesque than that of Selva,. 

The canton of Bcuiusalem is one of the richest of the island 
in wines; the quality of which is in much esteenl. The village is 
also well l*uilt and liahtiTsonu:^ tlie houses are convenient, and 
kept with great neatness. In the rieighbouiiiood of Bcninsalera 
there is a quarry of red marble, with w Inch the inhabitants have 
beautified their church. 'I'his edifice is one of the finest in the • 
island. • • 

It is but a short distance from Sanscllas to Sincu : (h^s village 
existed in the time of the Romans. Under the kings of Majorca, 
it was one of tlic most flonrisliing in the island. These princes 
had at this place a castle,vs here they resided several inontlis in the 
year. 'I'he population of Sineu does not exceed 4000 persons ; 
the produce consists of ^oni, wine, and vegetables; the inha¬ 
bitants have also some flocks, but they are not very numerous. 

Sainte-M arie is a small village not tin fron»Sine,u ; it has but 
20{K) inhabiuiuts. The lands produce a sniail quantify of corn, 
fruit, almonds, and wine ; but the oils are the ()rincipal article. 

In the road to Alcudia, from St. IMarie, \ve jrass very near 
a large niorass,^calkd tliCYAbufera, situated near the sea shore. 
This pond, the properly of a uyblc of Palma, is the chief 
wealth of the canton: it abounds with aquatic fowl, and iu 
its waters they catch a co|isiderablc tjuantily of lisli, particularly 
eels, of an ciionnous size. L'niorliniately these advantages 
do not make amends for the unwholesome exhalations wiiich 
infect the air, and occasion distempers very diflicult to cure. 

This part of the ishmd js deserted, and great^^rt <d' the 
land uncultivated. The Al>iifera is thought to he the clhy^ 
cause of the depopulation of the town of Alcudia, vrhich is iu 
its vicinity. 1 tio not think the draining of this pond would ho 
attended with any great diflicully, or nquire any very consi¬ 
derable expenditure; the vvaUers migl.t easily he made to pass 
into the sea; and, once dried up, this pl^jce iinghl be used for 
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tile purposes of agriculture, and its e,\tent is large enough (o 
compensate by its produce the loss of the fisliery. 7\l any 
, rate, it would be very easy to lessen the malignity of the waters 
of this morass, by clearing away tlie filUi. I'he weeds, which 
stagnate, added to the bad quality of tlie mud and slime, occa¬ 
sion unwHiolcsonic. qualities. 

Tit the distance of sometliing more than two miles from the 
Abufera, On the side of a hill, is the town of Alcudia, between 
two large brys, which can receive ships of'any burthen. Al¬ 
cudia is said to be the part of the. island which was first in- 
liabiitd: the situation -of this town, at two 'miles from the 
sea, may be considered as a proof of this assertion. In those 
early ages, the art of fortificatum was but little known; they 
mily bad an enclosure of walls, flanked with a few towers, 
riieir chief strength was in the situation; thus they prefered 
mountainous places, and such as, were difficult of access from 
me sea; they therefoie settled some distance from the shore. 
These piecantions were sufiicieiit protection from a coup-de- 
main. Alcudia has always acted a principal part in the events 
which compose the history 'of Majorca. This city has for a 
long tiipe disputed with Palma the title of the capital of the 
the island. Alcudia was iu the i'eign of Jayme the Second, in 
1300, in a very flourishing state: in 152.S, the emperor Charles 
rewarded its citiiieiis for their zeal by the title of Mod 
iailhful. Alcudia at present appears to be only a poor place, 
with most of the houses falling ipio ruins. The ancient 
wall yet remains, but would not be any defence. 'I’his city is 
the residency of>a invalid colonel, who has the government 
of it; the ganissn consists of about thirty foot*'soldiers; a 
piquet of cavalry does the ordinary duty ; conveys the reports to 
tlie captain general, and the order^ he sends in answer. 

there is not any spring of watery in tl;.\i neighbourhood of 
Alcudia; and the inhabitants, whose number is now reduced 
to about 800, are supfilied only from cisterns. The culture of 
the luiids is in a languishing state, and the produce is confined 
to a little com, with some fruits and vegetables. I'he sheep 
produce a very fine wool. 

Th^cre is, on the declivity of a small hill, towards the isthmus 
rtwo bays,-a chapel, dedicated to Our Laily 
^fjhe Victory. Near tiiis place, from the top of a steep rook, 
prospect of all the eastern coast of the island 
of Minorca, and most part of Majorca; on this rock is a signal 
tower. A little lower, and almost on the sea shore, is another 
winted roefe; on the summit is a'piece of artillery : this rock is 
era cunottt eha^c: it, is called la Roxa. 
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Leaving this territory, which is equally barren and unwhole¬ 
some, and going to iie W. N. W. we are made anjends by the 
sight of ihe.village Pollenza : it is situated a short league from 
«the sea, in a plain sheltered to the north by lofty hills ; the soil 
ip fruitful and well watered. The foundation of Pollenza is 
dated as far back as the time of the Romans; this vj^lage, which 
is the largest and one of tlfe handgctnest m the island, contains 
near 6000 inhabitants. It produces chiefly oils syid wool: the 
•w'iue of Polenza, called Montona, is in great esteem. The 
houses, though not grand, have every requisite convenience, and 
denote the opulence of the people who inhabit theifl. The 
parish church is built, m a good stlfe of architecture, although 
simple. The Dominicans have he*e a tolerably handsome con¬ 
vent. The most remarkable edifice j.s the church, which was 
built by the Jesuits two years before their expylsion; it is thougliC 
to be one of the hapdjomest in the tlie island; the couvent has 
not been finished. It woul# make a college for the education of 
youth. There is also at Pollenza, a mifitary ho.spiial for the 
troops which are stationed in this part of the islantt Near the 
village is a little solitary eminence, on the top of which is a 
chapel dedicated to the Hol^' Virgin ; there was also a convent* 
of nuns, which has been demolished. In the souriiern part 
are the ruins of an old castle*, called the Castle of Pollenza. If 
curiosity lead any stranger* thither, he must expect to endure 
the tedious recital of the prodigies of valour performed by the 
Majorcans in defending this fort against the Moors. 

Poliowing the chain •of mountains which protects the island 
from the winds of the nortli,^ we descend into a valley vv here 
there is a large collegiate church, called LliTch."• Pope Alexan¬ 
der grante3 to its chapter the title of Canon'S of St. Peter. The 
ecclesiastics, and the other inhabitants of this collegiate, are 
reckoned at about 400 persons. Its wealthocousists of oils ar»d 
flocks. *The kills'whiclV surround the valley are covered with, 
trees, and have many good springs^ of water. The church, con¬ 
secrated to Notre-Dame de Liuch, is very handsome. J ob¬ 
served some very beautiful marble pillars, which support the 
roof; the interior is lined with black marble, and adorned with 
ornaments of jasper, which the island produces. There is at 
Liuch an image of the Holy Virgin,*which is held in great vene¬ 
ration, and which they^hssure us was fdund in reSS, on the 
spot where the church is built. This image, like many othccaf 
has the gift of \\orking miracles. It attracts many devotecs> whp 
never fail to bring the customary offvings. 

Passing over the mountains which surround tha valley of 
Notre-Dame de Liuch, and goingno the south, we see the 
ST. SAUVEUE.] 
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illagrs Alaro and Saint-Martial; but they contain nothing 
hat can intisrest the curiosity of the traveler. Tlie population 
»f Alaro'may be about 2400 persons; its produce consists of 
)il, caroubs, and silk, and it maintains some flocks of small 
'.attic : there are here several springs, which serve to put in 
notion llie'saiills adjacent. Saint-jS'fartial is »<nly a hamlet, iu- 
labited by about 500 peopio; the produce is various, and con¬ 
sists of oil, grain, almonds, wine, and figs ; they have also some 
locks and Jierds, and there, is a manufactory of earthen ware. 

I'o the north of Saint-Martial is lJugnola, a village founded 
as far hack as the. epoch oj^ the conqne,st of the itland by king 
Jayme the First: it may contain about C600 persons. A few 
locks of sheep, caroubs, but above all the oil, compose the 
ridies of this place; there is also some wood proper for 
building. 

When travellers arrive as far as the foot of the mountains of 
Eufabia, it is customary to stop al a house, which, according 
to the tradition of the country, stands on the spot where was 
formerly a'-pleasure seat that belonged to the Moorish kings. 
I'lie gardener is very attentive ^.o travellers, shewing them every 
thing worthy observation, particularly the different fountains 
whi< h play in various fanciful representations. The Majorcans 
are fond of these bagatelles. Wha^ surprised me most, is tlie 
want of taste of tlie proprietor of this spot, which by its situa¬ 
tion, and the springs of water which abound there, might be 
easily made a most delightful residence. 

We have to pass over sonic very lofty mountains in our way 
from Fufabia to Spier; vve go t.liis road with mules; but the 
road is wide,' and jjie declivity not being very steep, might be 
easily made proper for carriages. This snort road is exceedingly 
delightful; the various prospects seen from the mountains charm 
the eye in every difcction. On out descent,we enter the valley 
= of Soler. It is tliree leagues and a Ifalf in circriniference, and 
forms a kind of bason, surrounded by mountains, which are 
covered with clumps of olive trees. 

The whole plain is planted with orange and lemon trees, and 
watered by numerous rivulets, which unite together in one 
stream near the village, which it crosses, and runs into the sea 
at the poft^^ Palm. The valley of Solel, seen from the top 
of the mountain^, presents the spectacle of a forest of trees al- 
■^5ys green. The fecundity of the soil in this part of the island, 
is astonishing; 4hc smallest garden produces an. abundance that 
is almost incredible. The‘inhabitants amount to about ,0000 in 
number; lAeir wealth consists of oil, caroubsi aiiji silk; but 
above all; a prodigious quantity of oranges and lemons of u very 
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superior quality: these last arc the most considerable articles of 
the commerce of tho Majorcans with Languedoc an^ Roussil¬ 
lon, which now make the departments of Herault and the 
eastern Pyrenees. 'Fhe village of i^oler is well built, and is 
• one of the handsomest in the island; but, nevertheless, it has 
nothing particularly worthjtef atten^on. The lirst^subject with 
which the Majorcans entertain a'stranger on his arrival, is the 
valley of Soier; of which they speak with so much pleasure, 
and with such particular emphasis, that it rouses the curiosity 
of the traveller, w ho is pressed to go and enjoy the wonders of 
w'hich he hsK just heawl the descri[jtion, and certainly ttris place 
has every beauty that art, added to the bounties of nature, caij 
present; in short, the whole vall?y consists of the most en¬ 
chanting gardens. We return, after having admired the richness 
of the soil, artd the delightful scenery, with Considerable regret, 
that the inhabitant^hftve n^t better profited by its luxuriances. 

Two leagues distant from Soier to tliewN. i N. E. is the vil- 
lage Valdemusa, situated on the declivity of a hilj: this little 
mountain joins to several others, which surround a deep valley in 
the shape of a tunnel; all tljeseiulls are covered with fruit trees^ 
from which is derived the principal W’ealth of the inh^abitants. 

Valdemusa is ill built; tlic streets are very inconvenient, from 
their extreme declivity, and the badness of the pavement, which 
is composed of rough fiints. 

The population of this village amounts to above 1‘200. Be¬ 
sides a considerable quantity of fruit and vegetables, the lands 
produce a small quantity of oil, some caroubs, and some silk; 
they have also some fiocks of sheep and goats. Valdemusa is 
celebrated for being the birth-place of the fortunate Catharine 
Tomasa, who is remembered with such veneration throughout 
the island. 

To the north of this village, is a convent of Chartreiix. I 
visited this nfonastery, which coptains about fifty monks; it iS 
very large: the handsomest part is the new cloister, but t||iere is 
only one side of it finished. Each monk has a small apartment, 
consisting of three parts, and a garden, which he cultivates for 
his amusement. Every necessary of food and raiment is found 
in this convent: the lands which sqrround it produce corn, wine, 
oil, fruit, and vegetables; apd, in the interior, th<^manufacture 
the stuffs with which the monks are clothed. This monasterjj 
(like all those of the same order) is very rich; the monks are 
very charitable to the poor families In Valdemusa. Strangers 
may stay in this Chartreux three Hays, where they are lodged 
and treated With, mimh attention. , There is, near* the body of 
the house, which is inhabited by the monks, a building, where- 
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in are kept all the comforts and Gonvenien(.cs ne'cessar}^ to hos¬ 
pitality. r 

About a league from Valdcinusa, among the mountains^ are 
several small chapels, the 6iity of wliich is done by hermits, who 
live separat^y and retired in huts, wliich they build themselves. 
These recluse men live on \dlms; they are frequently visited by 
the devotees of the island, by whom they are greatly respected. 
This place ^is called the Hermitage of Sainte-Marie, and the 
recluse exercisJi a kind of jurisdiction over all other hermits in 
the diffecent parts of the island; they aj'e clothed .almost like 
the Capuchins ; and are said to live very austerely. 

Going along the north coast to the west, we come to the vil¬ 
lage Bagnafura, which is situated on •a mountain, of which the 
part that looks to. the sea forms a very steep declivity to tho 
beach. From the summit to the foot this, mountain is cut in 
stairs ; each of the steps are suppofted by little walls made of 
dry stones. It is planted all over with vines, which, from the 
sea, have a hcautil'ul appearance. At the time of the vintage, 
this mountain, covered with the peasantry of both sexes, presents 
u most animated picture. I'he population of Bagnabufar does 
not e.\ceed'^5 or OOO persons ; the inhabitants are mostly in good 
circumstances, and live in great comfort: they have plenty of 
oil and fruit; but their chief wealth consists of wines of dif¬ 
ferent qualities, vdiic.h are nuich esteemed in the island. The 
mountains ahouud with springs of water, used by the peasants 
to wash and bleach their linen. ‘ 


A little more to tjie west is a hapilet called Estellens. Turn¬ 
ing from thence to ^he S. S. W. at the distance of about three 
leagues, is Andraig, a well-built village, containing about 4000 

} )cc>p!e. 'Fhe inhabitants practise navigation, and thus make up 
dr the poverty of their canton, which only produces oil. This 
hi the most infertile part of the islandi Andraig is not much 
more than a league distant frorfi the sea shore. The harbour is 
only proper foj small craft: it is very safe, and runs in shore 
near two miles. The road from the village to the port is tire¬ 
some, uneven, and full of loose stones. 


Among the northern mountains, about four or five leagues 
from Palma,^is the source oi a kind of livei, called la Rierra : 
it is almost dry during great part of the year; but in the rainy 
S^on it becomes very full, and extremely rapid, and often does 
consideiable damage. La Rierra empties itself, into the sea, 
under the ramparts of the city of Palma. In the year 1403, tho 
water increased so rapidly, that ifiOO houses w'ere. carried away, 
and 5500 people were drowned. In 1408, its ravages were 
renewed. The years 1444, lOlS, and 1635, were also nrarked 
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by similar disasters waters overflowed and ia undated all 
the country, and even in the city, they rose to the height of four 
feet, running into the sea, by the mole of the port. 

Not far from the source of this’river, is a village ciJIeil 
Piiigpugnent; it is situatedfyi a large valley, coverefl with olive 
atid other fruit trees. The produce' of this orchard, joined to 
that of some flocks of cattle, and a small quantity •of silk, make 
the wealth of the inhabitants, whose numbers ^majr be about 
1200. 'fhe houses of Puigpugnent are separate, and situated a 
good space pne from tlje other. ^ ' 

A short distance from this village on the road to Palma, is 
another, called Calvia ; the nuniber^f inhabitants is from 12 to 
1.300; the situation is hill^, and fruitful in oil, grain, and ca- 
roubs. The people of this canton are chiefly shepherds, and 
the flocks make tbeij principal revenue. Calvia is near flie 
small port of Paqura, where the king don /ayme the conqueror, 
landed in the year 1229. Hon •Alpbonso, and don Pedro, 
also made choice of this place to land their troops. 

Near to Calvia, on the sc^ shpre is Deya, a village of little 
note, containing about 500 inhabitants, who like thoge of Cal¬ 
via, employ themselves in feeding their flocks and swine; these 
animals rove at liberty in tlje underwoods which covers the can¬ 
ton. 'riiey have likewise some small quantity of oil. 

The roads in the interior of the island are in *a bad state, from 
not being kept in repair ; this negligence is a sensible prejudice 
to the progress of agritullurc, and to the activity of commerce, 
every article to be conveyed to the sea shores must be carried ^n 
the back of a mule, or on carts of a clum»y workmanship, and 
which can travel but slowlj. 

The whole population of Majorca, amounts to about 
1.36,000 inhabitants. Palma, the capital, contains 33,000. Ot 
these, 1*36,000, tifty reckon 32,CjpO women, and 27,000 chil-* 
dren; of the 33,000 inhabitants of the capital, 14,000 are 
women, and 5,108 children ; deducting from the total of the 
population of the island, the women and children, there re¬ 
mains 37,000 inhabitants. In. this calculation the aged and 
intirra are not reckoned, the nun^jjer of whom is said to be 
14,250; 42,750, i? the number of those of age Jbd .strength 
suflicient for the culture of tlie lands, the navigation and defenej;,, 
of the island. This number of efl'ective men, is still reduced 
by the ecclesiastics, who amount to 2,053, 1002 of whom 
are monks. I'hus Majorca, has but 40,695 men capable of. 
labour, I'VonTthe number of 52,001) women, must be deducted 
1,204, of whom 600 are luuis, and of course devoted to celi¬ 
bacy ; and 604 also devoted to celibacy, but loluutarily dedi- 
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eating themselves to an honourable and us^ul service in the dif¬ 
ferent charitable establishments. 

Might there not be added to the number of these women who 
do not encrease the population, those who giving way to their 
passions, aife at once lost to society Ip'idleness, which is alway.s 
dangerous, and by that steriwty, wliicn is a consequence, or ra¬ 
ther punishment of debauchery. In a climate such as Majorca, 
and under a government where the sex is almost authorized in 
its deviations, by an indulgence carried much too far, to what 
numbes^would the calculation amount ? The minjJ rcfu.ses to 
enter into such humiliating '^aud painful investigations. Tor my 
part, I had rather turn my thoughts to those happier times, when 
Majorca was not yet subjected to a licentious depravity, so fatal 
to population, and .to the good of society. The Majorcans have 
not always been incapable of conquering thpir passions, or of re¬ 
sisting the power of avarice. It is-in the city, the abode of 
tlie greatest, number 6f foreigners, that this shameful liber¬ 
tinism, mostly prevails. In the country in general, the females are 
virtuous, modest, and of pure morals. 


CHAPTER'II. 


CLIMATE—QUALITIES OF THE SOIL-< CULTURE AND THE 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE LANDS. 

X HE climate of Majorca is temperate, and the mountains 
■which surround thg island, protect^ it from the north winds ; 
nevertheless they are some time visited by one of these which 
descending from the mountains occasions a cold a'tniosphere in 
the plain, and at times does considerable damage; tearing up 
by the roots, and carrying away great part of the olive trees, 
♦rith which the hills are covered. In the summer the sea 
breezes allay the extreme heat. The climate of Majorca va¬ 
ries with the different situations. In the month of August the 
inhabitant of*^Ae mountain feels not tli;? inconvenience of the 
ascessive heat of other regions; the islander who lives on 
the eastern borders, on the contrary experiences but little of 
the cold during the winter. The intermediate valleys do not 
owe their tqmperatiHC to the coolness of the streams, for there 
are none in |be iskml, but to the vicinity of the mountains, the 
chain of whidbi extends to the East, the North and to the West, 
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and even stretches into the interior of the lands. Some of these 
mountains are very lof ly : such as those of Pug-majo*r, and Ga- 
latzo, on whose summits the air is often pure and serene, when 
■at the same time the rest of the island ^is covered with clouds. 
'J'he air passing through the kind of canals which are informed by 
these mountaiiM, becomes rdnfied, aW is cooled by the light 
winds, w'hich carry it to the inbahitants of the valleys, 'flie 
natural productions of the island are perfect thermometers, that 
tell the qualities of the climate, and M'hich neve* deceive; let 
ns extend our observations over the whqle island of Majorca, we 
shall see it adorned witl* woods of o'Joriferous orange treses, the 
fruits of which are every where esteeyied, and are not inferior to 
those of Malta and Portugal, and nhioh have obtained it the 
title of the golden island, llcre the eye beholds lofy palm- 
trees : there the caroub tree, which bids defiance to the severity 
[)f the winter, and fr^sentSi^rom the beginning of August, a 
fruit ripened to perfection. Towards the <*ndof June, the vine 
is loaded with clustres of grapes of exquisite s\v jy.'tiicss and 
flavor; the finest cotton is here produced, as also the plan^ 
tain, that wonderful productii)n <»f nature, whose fruit feeds the, 
poor Indian, whose bark flirnislies him with domestic- utensils, 
both convenient and elegautf with the leaves of which he co¬ 
vers his humble habitation, and which j>rr>tect3 him from the heat 
of the sun. The plantain, which is found in pinny gardens at 
Palma, is the same described bv Salinoii in his H istorv of the 
World , written in Italian^ and Father Guinilla’s History of Oroo- 
noka. 

It is true the Majorcans do not possess tlfc frigt of the plan¬ 
tain, but tiiis tree growing naturally in tluP island, is no small 
proof of the excellence of tlie climate. Jt is from the tempe¬ 
rature of the Balearcs, that ^Strabo named |hem the fortunate 
islands.. . * , 

In the northern part of the island of Majorca, the W'liole of 
the coast is lined with high and inaccessible rocks. To the East 
and South it spreads into plains, and has numerous ports and an- 
cliorages. Thus the island may be divided into two parts : the 
plains and the mountains. On the last, the soil is of a reddish 
colour, and mixed with stones, nenertheless it is very fertile. 
All these mountains *are covered with trees from till top to the 
bottom ; some of them are proper for liuildiog. The wildi* 
olive-trees are very hardy and numerous ^ the islander profits as 
much as he cairby this bounty of nature ; he grafts, cultivates, 
and indeed uses all care and attention, to preserve, these va¬ 
luable trees. To prevent their being torn up by the roots, and 
carried away by the torrents, which at times precipitate frogi the 
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nioontoins, he protects each tree with a little wall of chy storie, 
which supports the lands and leaves thenvater a free course; 
all these little ramparts have a passage between thea* for the pur.* 
pose, sufHciently wide we may reckon more than thii ty of 
these waljs, one above another, forming a kind of amphi¬ 
theatre, which has a very pretty eftict, and gives at the same 
time an idea of the labour, industry and patience of the cul¬ 
tivator. ‘ 

In the diaijr of mountains of Majorca, may be distinguished 
those of 'J'orella and Galatzo, entirely covered witli trees, 
chiefi^olives and green daks; among fheSe last ate some of an 
astonishing size; there are also many others lit for carpen¬ 
ter’s work, and firs wbi^h serve for the building of small 
vessels. 

At the time of‘the last expedition of the Spaniards against 
Algiers, they had from hence, yvood/ to build thirty sevetr 
bombs and armed vessels. 

I'he so^ of the plains i# not so fertile as tliat of the moun¬ 
tains ; in many places it is very much sunk, so that in the times 
of abundant rains, the water Lays pn the ground till the seed pe¬ 
rishes ; eyen in favourable seasons the crops are always weak in 
these cantons of the island, but many parts of the plain seem 
•to be very proper for meadows, or grazing lands. There is here 
■found in abundance a kind of jonquil, of which the laige cattle 
are very tond, and particularly the horses; there are also great 
quantities of angelica and wild celery; these two plants so 
much sought after, and which produce‘'so much in other places, 
were here, a jew y^ars hack, of no value, the islanders neglected 
or did not know tha means of making their cultivation an ad¬ 
vantage ; a Frenchman has profited by tlicir cai elcssn'ess or igno- 
;ramce. 

The island is watered only by the springfj which comes from 
the midst of the mountains; jirul at thbse sea'som? when the snow 
melts which covered the summits of the mountains, and when 
the rains are heavy and of long duration, these streams run 
down in torrents, attended w itk danger, more than equal to the 
utility. 

Majorca has many deep,boIes in the earth, dry pits hollowed- 
by nature,^vhich assisting the expjosiqn of tlie inilaminabic air, 
,pontribute to prevent earthquakes; in fact there is here no re¬ 
membrance of any such event. 

Within these few yeaVs, ^there has been discovej’ed in several 
places, a vein of pit-coal ; some individual.s united in the inten¬ 
tion of undertaking the w(\rk. But the labour presented such a 
prospect of cxpence, greatly abche the means of the society, that 
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it was given up ; in fect'it could never succeed without the as¬ 
sistance and protection ol^ the government. 

It has been said by some, that veins have been found, indica¬ 
tive of iiiines of gold and silver, and that* ininiuiii, or red lead 
of !i superior quality, had been discov^i-ed, as also mercury. 
'I'hese reports, however, are nof Irelievptf and the number of the 
islanders who ap})ear to give them any credit, is coiiQued to a 
few old nicti, who arc fond of wonderful storii;s. 

1 w'as also assured, that in the mountains of Majorca,4hcfe were 
fuuiul granite, garnets, agtitc, jasper, aiu^ porphyry; but I saw 
none of them, and I belidve these discoveries may be ranked 
with those of the gold and silver mines. , 

I saw at the convent of the oapnehins, a very large window, 
the only one which th<!re was in the choir, composed of panes of 
a kind of transparent^stone, which the friars told me was 
brought from Bagiiabufar ; 4)ut 1 know that it came fion» 

\ aleucia. , 

At Aiidraig, I’uigjrugucnt, Bagnahufar, and Bug'Jtola, is 
found marble, that is speckled with red and white. 

At Alaro is extracted a kiiRl <J1’ marble, which they call 
tunaudrado, fioin the form of the shadi's, which resemWe al¬ 
monds ; it is black and white. • Although it is common; it is 
much valued. * 

The islanders make use of these marbles in the decoration of 
the clmrches, uud the gates of the houses belonging to tire 
fich. , 

Bciiinsalem furnishes flat square sloues, with which the 
churches and houses are paved. ' . 

I'roin Bagnahufar, is brought free stone ; frflm Arta and Ma- 
iiacor, mill stones ; at Eslelleuces is often found stones with a 
very sharp edge. , 

The sandy stong which is used for building, is common at 
JJuch-Major, and at Santaqui ; it ie proper for fortifications, 
as it is not liable to crack. It is of this that the ramparts at 
J’aima are built. 

I n many parts of the island slate is found, but the islanders 
make no use of it. 

At Arta and Eslellpnchs, are som* grottos, where the va¬ 
riety of the stalactites amuse and interest the observel^with the 
sportivencss of nature. 

Eire-stone is very common in the islanii of Majorca, and al¬ 
most every where there is plenty of a, sort of white lime, or 
plaster, which is much in esteem. 

In general the stony part of the mountains is composed of 
ST. SAUVEUE.] » 



26 


ST. sauveur’s travels. 


mixed |toncs, formed of tlialky, vijtfiliabic, and refractory 
p;Tts. 

In the viciniiy of Campos, are situated some saJt-pits, uliicfi 
they do not make so prulitaWe as they mi"i)f. 

If they were attended to witii more care, and some money 
were expended in the \v«r|v, tiny’'would not only be .sufKcicnt lor 
the consupiption in the island, but that there wotiUl be a consi¬ 
derable overplus for exportation. 

There i^no doubt but that the island of Majorca'piesents a 
largii researches of the botanist. It aflotds sim¬ 

ples, and plants of ever^lund ; and pTobably there might be dis¬ 
covered among them soiive new ones, or such as are scarce in 
other platts, or at least Iriit little known. 1 distinguished the 
Ui/pcriccii /‘t{(t'iiricv‘in, a kind of iiiyrlle, of which the islanders 
make but little use. The soeotorine aloe of Majorca is much 
esteemed, and the angelii a and Wemlock are much fnu r than in 
any other jtlace. , 

As for the mineral waters, T only saw one spring, near Cam¬ 
pos, it Is call'd thi.’foimiain of St. John ; the watn’ appears |i> 
me to be strongly i'e|neg.nafl.<l \tith sulplinr; it is waim, and 
tlie itiliabilants ii.M' it for enring cutaiaons distempers. 

There are very few veiioinofis leptih s in the island of Ma¬ 
jorca. * 

There is nolhit g paiticnlar in the birds and quadrupeds, nor 
did 1 ob.serve any tiling n markiiblo in the difft rent kinds oflisb. 

The island of Majorca, is, witlioiikcontiadiction, one of those 
most favoured by naiuie, iieitig so advaulagcoiisly situated be¬ 
tween I'iurepe tfiid Africa, ihe'U iiipcratnre of the climate, and 
the quality of th^ .soil, in,sure to the inhabitants the ble.ssiiigs of 
abundance ; nevi.rtiicie.ss agriculture i.s f;ir from that degree of 
perfecti'.'ii, atia,'.ii d to in other (.'ouiitries. One i.s at first struck 
with their imperfect manner of (iu)liirej bqt tlie autonishment 
ceases, on calcnh ting the population and extent of (he surface of 
the island, and on observing the manner in which the lands are 
divided and managed. I have followed the hushaudinan in his 
Jabours with an attentive eye, and observed his customs and 
piejudices. 

in an account given t» the supreme, council of finances at 
Madiid^the surface of the island.of Majorca is estiinated to 
be 12‘34 square miles. ^J'he whole population i.s but 1,S6,000 
souls, nevertheless live produce of corn is insufficient, and there is 
some imported, at least ,60,000 I’atiqucs f very year. 'I'he fan- 
que is Spanish measure, containing twenty-five pounds, of 
sixteen ounces to the potind. 

This deficjeucy in the article of corn, far from diminishing. 
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seems to incri iisc progiVssively. There is no doiiht but that the 
lands vvliii ii are siliiat«.“d'at the foot of liie momilaiu-s, ftr hi tlie 
vicinity of tonliits, must lose much of their sa t and vegetable 
Micculcncy, and experience a sensible deyerioratioii, from the ef¬ 
fect of the abundant rains, and the immdatious of the^torrcnts. 
'I’otliese physical causes, maf*be addc/l those which arise from 
the want of inibrniation, means, anti activity of the husband¬ 
man. * 

111 the district dependant on Palma, the ciipital, anvsoine fields 
or rather ninddy lainls, which arc entirely uncultivated. Tliere 
ar<‘ also other tinds of tr>';*same kind, ‘Jm! in the same neglected 
state, in the ilistricts of Aiidraig, Ciilvia, Campos, Santugiii, Pe¬ 
tra, JVliiro, P*‘nhla, Alciidia, ,and Polleiiza: the natural fertility 
of the soil, lit verthei'ess promises to rew ard the lahonis of the 
indusfrions hnsb!nidmaii ; the little which has* {iceii sown has 
produced in a ratio oT I'orty i*> one. hat a resource for the 
islander, and with what ease might he free hynself from the tax, 
which he aiinualiy pays to the states of Barbary, to •iiake up 
the deficiency of corn. 

This hope is not founded on*a f;»lse calculation ; its possibility 
may be known, by casting the eyes around on other portions of 
land in the neighbourhood of Aria and Manacor, which arc pro¬ 
per for the cultivation of corn, and wiiich arc nevertheless al¬ 
most entirely neglected, and where, at least for two years succes¬ 
sively, no labour has been done. * 

The draining of the iimiidated lands is easy, and shews itself 
to be so, by the tendency of the waters to the sea, and their vi¬ 
cinity to the beach. • • 

The Ma^ircan farmer is uninformed, or at most knows but 
liitlc of the improvements in agriculture practised by strangers. 
J’lis instruments of tillage are defective ; the plough without 
wheels, is only comjiosed of a long piece of wood, at the bot¬ 
tom of which is*fixed the %arc, apd at the other extremity is 
placed the heavy yoke; they commonly make use of mules, 
and even asses are employed to draw the plough. These ani¬ 
mals are put to, in the same manner as oxen, which are also 
used in some parts of the island ; Uie yoke rests on the shoulders. 
Tins method of putting to the cayle, takes away from their 
strength; the labourer is pbliged alternatively to raj^ and push 
down the ploughshare; the furrows are consequently of little 
de)>th, and the land seems rather raked than ploughed. 

To manure the lands, the Majorcans hiake use of the dung of 
the cattle, and the dirt of the streets, but they have not a sufficient 
quantity, considering the extent of thg soil; sometimes there arfe 
pieces of land barren for want of dunging. They also make use 
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of sea-weed, mixed witli marl ; but tl^s is only in those dis¬ 
tricts that are near the sca-slu>rc. Many of the peasants believe 
tliat when the rains are very heavy, Just after the .sowina; se:is( ,ii, 
the grain rots in the earth ; but this cannot be, except in those 
low iand«, where the water remains a length of time. Acror'd- 
iitgto this idea, they sovv'tlio lanfi'afrcsh, and the first sowing, 
beginning to sprout, is choaked as it were, and w eakened by the 
second seed ; the consequence is, that the blade is weak, and 
the ear fiotfilled. The Majorcan neglects, oris little informed 
of the means of destroying the worms which eat the seed, or of 
presclwing the com fromMistemper. * 

The culture of maize, qt of Turkey corn, is very little thotight 
of; it would be of great advantage, svhen there was a want of 
other grain. 

For a number of years, the islanders have made it their 
chi»f can*, to encreasc the nuinb.er of their fruit trees. 'I’his 
part of rival cconotnv might be carried .still farllnn', witliout in¬ 
fringing ‘on the laiiris proper for com. it is thought that 
near a twvntiefh part of the surface of the island might yet be 
planted. Above all, the ntulbdrry 'recs come to great perfection ; 
the produce of silk is considerably increased, and, besides the 
t onsumption of the islanders, furtii.shcs a new article for com¬ 
merce ami ex))ortation. ThecultuVe of the nmlberry trees is en¬ 
couraged by tlte govemment, which has exempted the silks from 
every duty in going out of the i.sland. JtJ everthele.ss this favonr 
does not seem to induce the Majorcatvs to make new plantations; 
numbers of them arc persuaded, that the climate is not favorable 
to the projwgatiob of silk-wonns; it would be ea.sy to conviuce 
them, that this opinion is erroneous. • 

As for me, 1 think their indifference for this interesting 
branch of industry., is only the re.snlt of their ignorance of the 
c ulture of the inulbeny tree, and of the necchsai Y care of the silk 
womis. 

'J'he almond i.S, doubtless, one of the most useful trees to 
the Majorcans; the leaves serve to feed the cattle; the green 
bark burnt, is excellent for the manufacture of soap; the dried 
bark is u.sed for.fuel. 'J'hc aslrcs of the green bark are calculated 
at 8 p. j of the value of the almotid itself. They also obtain 
from the #mond tree, some small quantity of gum, which is 
sent to Barcelona. The nuinln.'r of these trees is considerable, 
and encreases greatly,; it is thought they might still be in¬ 
creased one-third. 

The fig-tree seems to be indigenous to the island ; the climate 
is very favourable, and it grows every whore, almost w ithout any 
7i Otible 5 the fruit is a chief article of food to those islanders, 
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i^ho arc poor. The cVop of figs amounts annually to 12,000 
quintals, and this quantify might certainly be tripled ; tile culture 
and increase of the fig-tree is encouraged by the exemption of all 
ditties on dried tigs. f 

•'nie quintal, or hundred weight, is estimated to be*worth a 
piaster ; thus, they would have** nett profit of 24,000 piasters, a 
sum that would partly pay for the foreign corn that is im¬ 
ported. 

Thp number of those trees, which supply wood foe tife works 
of the joiner, such as poplars, walnut-^ees, cherry-trees, &Ci 
decrease iiisen^bly. T’lich' number mi^t be encreased with the 
greatest facility, by making plantations jrf them, in the numerous 
marshy places. I’lie cantons jof Soller and Esporlas would be 
very proper for oncreasiiig the number of those trees. 

Orange and /emoii-trees seem to be sulficictrtly cidtivated, 
though they might be brougbt to a greater degree of per- 
l(!ction. ^ • 

The vine is also cultivated with care; but it is nevjBrtheless 
true, that tlie Majorcans might much encrease the produce 
by planting divers fallow gtouitlls, that are only fit for 
the vine. • 

The olive-trees, occupy at Irtist one-third of the land of the 
island; although the culture of them, is carefully attended to, yet 
there are means of melioration, which the islanders yeglect, or are 
ignorant of; many of them do not know the proper time or man¬ 
ner of pruning ; thus the fxlraneous branches absorb a part of 
the vegeUible succulence, and impoverish the tree. Neither has 
the peasant the precaution of prdliling by the rflin, to form re¬ 
servoirs to supply water for. the olive trees ;• and however ex¬ 
perience may prove, that the more these trees are watered, the 
more fruit they produce, yet ii^ this particular f^ey are indebted 
to nature only. ^ • 

I'be caper-trees furnish tfie M ajorcans with an article of con¬ 
sumption and exportation ; it conies to perfection in the most 
sterile place.s; it takes root even on the walls, and it requires 
scarcely any other care, than to protect it from the rigour of the 
season in the winter. 

Of fruits and vegetables there is abundance, but little variety ; 
most of those cultivated in France, would succeed perfectly at 
Majorca. 

I have sometimes eaten excellent Berirre pears. Doyenne pears, 
apples, and other fruits ; the plants ot^ which had been brought 
from France for a rich Majorcan, and which he ciiltiv^ited for 
jiis own use. I have seen some emigrant Frenchmen, who live 
'lere very comfortably, on the produce of a small garden, where 
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they rultivato only such plants as arc' little known in the 
island. 

To carry agriculture to the degree <>f perfection, of which it i.s 
capable in this island, the encouragcinent and assistaiK’c of llie 
sovereigK is necessary ; fpr example, the draining of land, drowned 
by the stagnant waters, is^an uiidi’rVaking greatly above the means 
of an individual, who could never bear the expence of the woik, 
or the iinrchase of the necessary machines. 

'I'he watfb'of carriage laiads, in a country where there are. no 
navigable rivers to con\'ey the commodities, is without contra¬ 
diction, one of the groat''obstAclrs to die progri ss'of agriciiitnre. 
Every thing from the intj^rior of the island is carried on the 
backs of mules, or on carts ofa vfrv eluiiisy make, ; these carts 
arc composed of a kind of tioor with a heavy bi am, to which is 
fixed an ill-slir.pcd axlt; tree ; to this are lastt neil two Hal w heels, 
formed of several pieces o( wood^t bound' togetlier with an irrm 
hoop, which is aif*i» stiidried with the cluiMsy heads of large 
square iftiils. The axle tree tnnis. but tlie w heels aii' fixed; in 
the front of the cart, the lieani, l.onis a tn.ii'gnlar space, w here 
the driver places himself; lid cait-add a! ple-a.^ure, two iioards to 
the sid«s of the cart ; tile imiles an; la^teued by the neck to an 
enormous yoke, very heavy, and us big ns the ( art. '1 l.is yok<' is 
tied with a targe ro|>c toihfc' beam', which for this pmqiose has at 
the end two i^ion hooks above, and two strong pegs or pins iiii- 
rit'rnealh; the rope is crossed helween tln'so points of .support 
and stay, d’hesc heavy c.arts mov<' w,((li ditlieidtv, and of course 
go slovviy : their motion is aU(;iid<‘d with a dealeiung disagrw ahle 
noise, 'flu; nmk's arc s.i iasle.tud, that they cannot (.xert all 
their strength, and an; .so'ii tired the driva r is (o fien obliged 
to place himself between the two iiiide.s to assist them, leading 
them by the bri(J,le. \\ lien we b(;jiold tlie.sc; singular carrriages, 
vve cannot liclp thinking of the cnrlv agesof civili/.ation. 'I’iie 
coaclies are likewise of a make wliicli in:ty servo as an epoch in 
tlie history of the iSlajorcans. 

These defects arc tlie. consequences of the bad condition of 
the roads; a more convenient and lighter cart w onld he de- 
stroyi'd in ways so roiigli. and lull of stones and holes; for 
though the Majorcan car% cannot carry any great weight, and 
trave ls slft^ivly, yet it inis the udviMitttgp of being very strong, and 
never overturns. The driver on the way often sh e|>.s, without 
any care, as he is sure of the mules, who are so fa.stciied, tiiat 
they cannot wander I’roiii the road, as is oiten the case with our 
shaft hqrses. 

The disproportion of llio population to the'extent of the soil, 
is another cause of the languishing stale of agriculture. 1 have 
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endeavoured to pivc tiie Tnost exact calculations of that of Ma¬ 
jorca ; and coisipniiug the imiiiliei- of individuuls who *inay be 
einjdoyed in tluT cultivaiiuii of the lauds, wilii the surface of the 
island, tlio dispia'poitiou is soon ackuuwJed;j;ed. Many of the 
landsreuKiiu failow for want of hands. The truth of litis is sen¬ 
sibly felt a bout Ah-ndia, the stltnid cityrof the island. 

h is ■Generally said that the cause of the depopulation of this 
canton, is the distemper occasioned by the air, which flie exhala¬ 
tions from the Abufcra rcnd<-r so very unwholes»mff. The 
Abufera seems to liave formerly been a ^all sea-port for light 
ves.sels which dfew hut luA; water. Tlfere is still to be .seen in 
.sonic pans of the boiah is of this iiast^ pool, some remains of 
ancient ronstrueliorii wliieh s<^mi U' piove the truth of the cou- 
jecturo. 

Jiy ilegrees this port betiame choaked up with the different 
substances which the laiiis aiuUvateis In ought with them in their 
course. Tims tins port, niglected bv the iuhabitauts, became 
only a muddy morass. • 

1 thought 1 pereelved, ill the situation of the actual state of the 
city of Alciidia, the true eausef or»at least the ehief cause, of its 
depopulation. Aleuclia is built on the declivity of a niyuiitaiu, 
(wo miles from the sea-shore f ui this situation it has neither 
sjirings nor fountains ; the. iithabilauls therefore must drink the 
water from their eistenis : the water becomes corruiUed iu most 
of these reservoirs for want of being kept clean, not so much 
from iiegligeiifc as the vvayt of hands. Kvery iiousc has cellars 
more or less tleep and wide; llu'se plaecs underground iu the 
time of gn at raiiis are subjeet to be filled wirti wyter through 
those air hoks whicii are opcai even with th»edge of the soil; 
the accumulated waters in these cellars insensibly undei mme die 
foundations and often occasion j.he houses to fiyi down in u mo- 
menl’s time. • 

'J'hese cellars must inevitalily emit imwholesoine exhalations; 
and these inconveniences, ailded to the bad quality of tlie water, 
vviiich is drunk by the iuiiabitaiits of Alcudia, with food that is 
not very good, appears to me to be the true cause of the distem¬ 
pers, which are altributed to the Abufera. 

1 remarked that tlie inhabitants of ^le country about .Alcudia, 
even in the vicinity of tiu; Abufera, were very healAy, while 
those of the city shewed I'Veiy syinpiom tf ill health, languor, 
and despondency. On entering this unfortunate place, we ap¬ 
pear to he transported to the abodes of llie dead; the houses 
present tiie spectacle of a mass of tombs, and the citizens look 
like spectres. There arc not more than seven or eight hundred 
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persons in Alcudia, and yet tins city iiiiiSt have had a very nume¬ 
rous population, at least if we may judge by the part it has 
acted, in the course of the events n liich form the history of the 
island; and the Abuferp, so j)ernicious at present, existed at the 
time of those events. ^ 

The situation of AIcNv |ia brt(veen the t^io finest and best 
anchorages of the island, is so advantageous for coninicrco 
and navigation, that it naturally creates the desire to profit by it, 
by ende&vottring to encrease the population of this uiihapp) can¬ 
ton. They have therefore held out the inducements of a small 
sum of money, a certam portion of Idhd, and so'mc of the unin¬ 
habited houses, to whoever would go and settle at Alcudia ; 
tl»ey deceived themselves by theses measures, for it was evident 
that no islander^would leavi- the canton where he lived in com¬ 
fort, to go to another where his best hope would be to vegetate 
a long tin)e before he could rcap«the fruits of his labour. 'I'liesc 
eucouragements thtn cou^d only be applicable to strangers, and 
few of tliose could be found in an island, where they are gene¬ 
rally seldom more than birds of jwssage, and chiefly consist of 
sea-faring men, and where,‘as is the case throughout Spain, 
the intderance of religion is a constant check to the industry of 
foreigners. The surest method would havf been to have en¬ 
tirely abandoned Uie city of Alcu'dia, and to have rebuilt it in 
a situation ne^jrer the point of the isthmus which separates the 
two bays. One of the most efficacious methods to attract tliither 
new' inhabitants, husbandmen, an<l (jonsequently the collateral 
circumstances which produce wealth to this part rrf the island, 
would prob,ably*be to grant, dt least for a certain number of 
years, an exemptifln from duties on all nierchaiidize ciileriug or 
going out of the bay of Alcudia. 

If die hiudraiK/-. to the progress of agriculture be an inevitable 
consequences of a doficiciuy of population; the manner in which 
this population is distributed and e'inployr'd, appears to me to 
be a cause no less fatal; in calcnlaiing the total number of the 
inhabitanis of the island, I make the deduction of those indivi¬ 
duals who are lost to tlie enilivation of die lands, and to the 
encrease of population. 'I'o the brood of monks, nuns, and 
priests, spread over die Inwn and couiityy, there must yet be 
added a f^nsidcrable number of youvg healthy people, who till 
the seminaries and cloisters; some aspiring to a benefice, which 
would give them die pieaiis of living in sloth, and others mis¬ 
taking their ^indolence, aqd aversion to laboui', for a divine in- 
spiratioij. 'lo this class I have yet to add another who are 
equally lost, not to popirtaiion, hut to the labpura of agriculture. 
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Tliis is composed of a number of idle fellows dispersed in the 
houses of the j;icli, whose whole - inploy is to display (by wear¬ 
ing a shabby livery^ not so much the opulence as the vanity of 
tlnu’r patrons. _ * 

Tin: unequal division of thf lands i/another error,* destruc¬ 
tive to iigriculture. It necessarily occasions a bad rural ad- 
inrnislration; a single family, and often a single individiia', is in 
possession of lands of very considerable extent. Tliese lands, 
however large, are not cultivated so as to make them'Trf a proper 
value, even to t^ie proprietors themselves^ they live letireii in the 
city, and the former manage their estates. These last have only 
their personal interest to direct tliei« in their labours; they 
therefore endeavour to profit by the limited time of their lease ; 
and their care is, to draw from the land a produce above its 
natural fertility; exliaivsting strength of th.c soil docs not con¬ 
cern them, but the couseqtieufe is, that these lands remain a 
long time afterwards without produce. • Thus Ve see that in great 
proprietorships, there is always considerable parcel.', of land 
whicb remain fallow ; however, some proprietors have seen the 
inconveniences of this ill judged management, and have divided 
their large posse.ssions in jrorlions, which they have sold fdf life to 
divers husbandmen. And thpe men, thus become proprietors, 
have given their whole cai e to the melioration of the soil, which 
enables them at their deaths, to leave to their* children the 
means of supplying their place.s, by new purchases. 

The population in lhese«canton.s is increased in proportion to 
the coinibrts eniwved by tlie inhabitants who cultivate the 
laud. ■ ■ * • 

I have it iTi my power to give a very striking example of this 
truth. The land of Saria was a few years ago entirely in the 
hands of one family It was al'terwards divided itito small por¬ 
tions ; and'at this time one,of these portions, which are called 
establishments, contains eight hundred inhabitants. I’lie lands 
which had been in an uncultivated slate until tlio time of ibis 
division, produced ahimdaiitly. I’lie land of Sauta-Ponca, 
which remained in the hands of a single proprietor, produces but 
little, and for the uioxt part appears like an nncullivated desert. 

To obtain from llie»culture of tfic “lands all the advantages 
wbicli might be expected, It is necessary to enlighten the mind 
of the husbandman, to make him sensible of the defects of his 
management, to foinbat and conquer bls»ancicnt habits, and to 
sidjdue his prejudices, by setting befone his eyes, the reiterated 
proofs the utility .and superiority of other methods of managing 
the soil. It is to the conviction of this Tact, that we are indebt- 
ST. SAUVF.UR.] E 
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ed, for the establishments of societies oreconomy and agrienf- 
ture, in liiost of the cities of Spain, whose aim is to nu liorate 
the culture of the lands, and assist the progress ol the ai ts, and 
of commerce. Majorga has a society of this kind under the 
name of friends of the <rounfn/. ^ lint often the means of im¬ 
provement are wanting : they find themselves at a stand in do- 
tiigns of great utilitj", and to plans of Jess importance they do ilot 
give much attention. 

I'he c'liiiTf produce of the island of Majorca, consists of wheat, 
barley, oats, almonds, ^igs, oranges, vegetables, oii, wines and 
brandies. 

The wheat harvest yparly amounts to .507,228 faneqnes. 
The barley harvest amounts to 178,279, and that of oats to 
121,766. 

The quantity of wheat atid barley is insufficient for the con¬ 
sumption of the inhabitants ; they import from Barbary to make 
up the deficiency. * , 

Hie dats produce a sufficient quantity for the consumption of 
the island. 

The Majorcans gather nehr 107,414 faneqnes of vegetables 
of every kind. The beans alone, although the chief article of 
food to the inhabitants of the colmtry places, gives a surplus of 
about 12,000 faneques, which are sent to Barcelona. 

The prodne/! of oil is calculated to he 2,081,969 arrobes, of 
which 100,000 are exported. The arrobe is a liquid measure of 
twenty-five pounds. , 

The number of oranges and lemons is reckoned to he 24,000 
weight, 14,000 rft" which are sent to France and other places 
on the continent. * ' 

The almonds give 21,944 faneques; 11,400 are exported. 

The produce of figs is entirel]' consumed in the island, and 
amounts to 12,00© quintals ; 952,747 arrobes ,is'the quantity of 
wine produced; nearly 575,629 are consumed in the island. 

They make about 37,4(X) arrobes of brandy, of which at least 
15,000 are exported. 

The Majorcans, besides their own consumption, export 
about 2,0(X) quintals of capers of different qualities. 

The quantity of hemp may be about 6,000 quintals: of silk 
at most td*400. The quantity of. flaji does not exceed 250 quin¬ 
tals. These two last articles are very insufficient. 

The wines of Minorca are of different qualities. -Tlie 
lighte.st are those of Felanjx, Manacor, Petra,' and other places 
in the vkinity of these villages. Those of San,sella8 and Beniu- 
lalem arc much in esteem : but the wines of Bagtiahttfar are 
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tl»e most excellent, and equal the best foreign wines; for delici¬ 
ousness of flavor, and for strength, tlie Moscatel, the Malvoisie, 
the Pampel-Hodat, and the M ontona of Pollenza, dre particu¬ 
larly celebrated. TJie surplus of the consumption of the 
islanders is turned into brandies of ^ree different qualities: 
the tirst, which the Majorcdns ^Irein.'^lves drink, is'flavoured 
with aniseed; the second and.third sorts are exported. 


CATTLE. 

The island of Majorca maintains 6,O®0 horned cattle; 61 ,SS4 
sheep ; 3.‘5,fllG goats ; <25,000 swine ; 2,000 horses and mft-es; 
and 9,000 beasts of burden, asses ancfintiles. 

These cattle supply food to the Majorcans, and some for the 
culture of the lands, the conveyance of comaiodities, and the 
Biannfactories of verj*coarse glotli, with which the inhabitants 
of the country are clothed ; the deticieucies jnade in the flocks 
by the coustnnption of the iiihabitahts, arc made up. by oxen, 
sheep, &c. brought from Catalonia, the southern provinces of 
France, and the coast of Barlsiry ^ and sometimes the losses oc¬ 
casioned by epizootic distempers are repaired I'roni Africa. 

The oxen are in general small, lean, and weak, which pro¬ 
ceeds rather from the want of pasturage, than from the quality 
of the fodder. 

The mules and asses are on the contrary vet-f strong. The 
maintenance of these animals requires but little care, and they 
an; easily fed. They are smaller than those of Castile, but very 
gentle, and are broke-in wilhotrt trouble. • 

None but these animals are employed as dsaiighf cattle, either 
in town or country. A very few days after lliey have left the 
pasture, they may be employed witliout inconvenieuce. 

The luirses are weak, have a miserable appe*!irauce, and are of 
very little service, laults y^hich are attributed to the influence of 
the climate; but the bad food, and the little care that is bestowed 
on these aninials, are more likely the real causes. 'I’hey give 
them only straw and a little barley. The have no litter in their 
stables, but sleep couched on the pavement, which is always 
very damp; economy makes tlrem prjjfer mules, which moreover 
bear fatigue much befter. ^ ^ 

I’he sheep are large ; their fleece is very thick and the wool is 
very firie, and furnishes tire islanders with about 500 quintals, 
per annum. The ewes and goats supply'milk and cheese; they 
make of this last article, nearly 8000 quintals, of which, about 
45©0 is sent intb the kingdoms of V^qleiitia and Murcia. 

£ 2 



so 8T. SAUVEUR’s travels. 

The peasants are aceustonied to make of the cream, a sort 
of white cjieese called Brosat, which is of a very pleasant flavour. 
Of tliis cheese they easily make butter of a delicate taste, but in 
quantity it is so reduce ' ‘‘ it it will not furnish any for the use Of 
the kitchen.* 

Of smMl pieces of niKlton thcji< make a kind of pye, wliich 
tliey sea.son very inueli with pepper, and they are careful that tlic 
paste -shall iie but little baked, so tha. it remains white after it 
conics oqt of the oven. Tiicy make at the same time a .sort of 
little cakes, the chief ingredient of which is cheese ; they have 
therefore given the nam^of Fiomef'iot^e^ to this riiigular sort of 
pastry. It is a custom in all families, whether rich or poor, to 
make some of these pies ^iid cakes for the time of Easter : the 
day on wdiich they proceed to this very interesting operation, is 
a holiday for the women who arc engaged :n it| who previously 
invite their female, friends, kinsfclj^, and neighbours. They as¬ 
semble together in the chief rooms of the house ; women, chil¬ 
dren, mistresses, and scrvtiiits, range themselves without any 
distinction around a table of suflicient length, where they .set to 
work, and never quit tlieir plate, till the Eroinegiades are drawn 
out of the oven. They then divide and share them, making 
choice of some to present to their/riends, 8vC. Stc. 

To proceed in the description of the animals, the swine are 
large; tho.se they hill at shambles g'.iicially weigh from 
.■jOO to 350 pounds. 'J'lie .Majoicaiis are very partial to liiis kind 
of meat; the fat is only used in their ragouts. I’hcre is not any 
family vrjiose eircmnstaiices are easy, who do not kill a j>ig or 
two at the bcginnltig of the year y and who di.) not pieserve the 
lard and melt “it for ^lie above purpose. , 

The y make of their pork a kind of saussages, called SopresaJi .i, 
which are extremely hi;.’,h seasoned. These are seldom liked bv 
.strangers, but tli^ Majorcans are extravagantly fond„of them. 
'J'liey al-so make a kind of p\e, of pieces oF pufijiir, a kind of 
black pudding, made of the Ttit and blood of the pig, and pep¬ 
pered very much; tlie\ acid to this, pieces of love apples, and 
some dried grape.s. 'I’he first time 1 tasted tliis specie.s of pastry 
I thought J was poisoned, nevertheless it is a kind of cookery 
much in vogue. 

'I he dayhen they kill t?ie pig, is a siiftilar holiday to that 
of the Fromrgiades, and is another occasion for the Majorcan 


* Wc can or.Ij eiidcrstaiu! fiiis pus; ago, ly supposJiig that ehcese is of 
a peculiarly ohiigiiuius f|ualily. To make hiitter out of cheese seems an ah- 
sui'd anomaly; hut wp have literally given thfe expression of the author. 
“ JJe cc J'romiige en fail fualinicnt tin bcurre d’un guut delicat, &c.” £c. 
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women to invite tlieir Telations and friends. These are invited 
to porchegiur, that is to say, to assist and take part, ih all the 
operations of the charcutcrie ; whieli word includes curing sau¬ 
sage, and black-pudding in.'skii.i &c. Scc. 

They have )denly ot poultry but not/inany g^ese or ducks : 
the islanders seldom cat them/* 

•They have small ganie in tolenible plenty, such as partridges, 
quails, woodcocks, thrushes, rabbits, and liares, 8Jc. There 
are no beastjs of prey except fox( .s, and of them hu>ffTv. 

7\niong the birds of prey the most coriiinoii is the sparrow- 
hawk. • • ^ 

The Ma jorcans keep a great minibij' of pigeons ; there is not 
a house without some of llieip. 

Fish is not plenty, the fishermen do not go far from the shore, 
and lish of atiy considerable size are very scarce* . 


CflAP. III. 


description op wie city op palm 


1 ALMA, the ciipital of the island of Majorca*, is a Bishop* 
See, and has a Govi luor-getiera!, whose military juri.sdictKui ex¬ 
tends to the Baieares and Pithii'sian islands. A' roval audience 
was e,:t:ihli-ht'd in this capital iif the year whose jurisdic¬ 

tion civil aiiv- crmi.'oal, had the .same extent%s tliat of the go- 
veruur-gen; al. Don lurdmand the catholic founded a Univer¬ 
sity at P..l.ua, in the year 148^. ^ 

111 ](i'‘? 'her^ v.'sf formed, under the protection of the king, 
an icoriondc sTinety, composed of the peisons most respected 
for rmk and taictiis:. '!'';i-ir labours embraced vw.ry object which 
toted ic' d to the mora! («r physical gooi: of the island. 

I'iic Ot ire of the public welfare engaged the count dc Cani- 
jKtn.aiM s, uader the !!(hninistratio« of the Count Florida J3hinca, 
to stdicit the court o^' Madrid for tis protection to the above 
cstabi .■'Miiciit in the city of Painia; and that it mightfhe put on 
the S 'lne footing w'ith those of the capital, Charles III. favour¬ 
ed 'he beneficial views of that nobleman. The new society held 
ts >.ir first asscmBIy on the 2dth day of September in the same 
je-ar; and Irok^tlie title of, “ The hocieti/ of the Friends of 
the Countn/f and for a device, a paUii tree hung with trophies, 
composed of several iinpieineiits of agriculture, iiavigation, and 
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the arts, by the side of which is placed a? cornucopia, and above 
is a mirroff reflecting the rays of the sun; in the distance is seen 
the city of Palma, with the following inscription, Societate 
Clarior; and around it, Real Socierlad l^e Amigos, Del Rais, 
Del Reitjo, Di Ma/lorea. This society annually bestow prizes 
on those artists, or mechanics wW6 present any work performed 
with a remarkable degree of perfection,’ or any new invention 
of approved utility. 

They vise give rewards to those children in tlie principal 
schools, who distinguish theniseives by their siiperjor talents, or 
particular improvements Palma is ahio the lesidence of an in- 
tendant, and a numerous nobility who arc e.strcnicly vain of 
their antiquity, and tenacious of ilicir titles and rank. It is 
situated on tlie sc;;-shore, and de.^cribes a semi-circle. This city is 
enclosed by a wail of fourteen palni' in thickness, but made with 
a sort of white soft stone, vxhicli a cannon'ball does not break or 
split. This wall if protected by thirleeu bastions, and other 
fortifications of some strciiglii; but which do not seem capable 
of defence for any length of time against a siege. Tliere are 
eight gates to this city, two*of lliem are on that side which is 
nc.vt the ,sep. 

The port is small, and can onl^; receive vessels that draw but 
little water, which moor on the north side to a narrow ill paved 
mote, -hicii is about two hundred and lii’ly fathoms in length. 
It is term mated" by a bastion, and a small iiouse, where those who 
are appointed as guardians of health atitend to receive the decla¬ 
rations of those captains, whose vessels arrive in this port. Isear 
tlie mote is a dock whore small vessels are built. 

There is also an* ther dock situated on the sea-shere, near tlie 
port Aux Pins, which they very improperly call tlie dock- 

One of the principal buildings of Palma is the palace of the 
governor general, where the regent of tlie audie'uoc, and the iu- 
tcndimt have also their apartments. This palace is very large but 
built without any regularily or taste; it is composed of great halls, 
and small inconveuicut, ill-fiirni.died chambers, its situation 
on the sea-coast, of which it .commands an extensive prospect 
from a large balcony, inakgs a little amends for the niclaucholy 
appealaiictvof tlie apartments. , ^ 

After crossing a large court-yard we ascended a flight of stone 
steps to the palace. The first room is a kind of vestibule, which 
serves for the body guard. \Ve then go to the right, through 
two large room.s, wherein there is scarcely a seat. 'J'he third is 
the hall of audience, in vv Inch is a thj oiie of crimson velvet, 
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fringed with gold. The three steps on which the throne is raised, 
are covered with a carpet. At the two sides, are two lions carved 
in wood, and gilt; the canopy is also of crimson velvet, and the 
top is ornamented with {Kinachcs of ostrich featliers. Above the 
throne are the portraits of tln^king and^ueen : it is in this room 
that the governor, on court and gala days receives the compli¬ 
ments of the nobility, the officers of the garrison, and strangers 
of distinction. The rooms, contignous to this hall, are those 
where the gpvernor and his family reside ; they havt'TlS'thing re¬ 
markable, nufi is there any thing more worthy of notice in the 
apartments of*the intend.*nt and of the' regent of the audience. 
The furniture is more or less rich and elegant, according to tlie 
wealth and taste of those who.inhabit the rooms. 

In the body of this palace is the chapel royj»l, the audience- 
chamber, the afehivijs, an armoury, two guard-rooms, and a 
barrack for one hundred and lifty horse soldicu's. 'I’here are also 
two gardens belonging to tlic palua^; pne is far the use of the go¬ 
vernor-general, the other for the regent of the audience; they are 
not cither of them any tiling more than kitchen gardens. Near 
the palace there is a large s^uar? tower very high, in which 
are kept the prisoners of state. They pretend that this palace 
was the work of the RoniauS; but from the form and style 
of its architecture, I do not* think tiiat the construction of the 
edifice goes back to a more remote epoch, tltjin tlnff*^'hei^ 
the Moors were masters of the island. It is iiOf) years since 
the princes of that natioti possessed Majorca: the first time 
that 1 traversed the immense chambers of this antique castle, I 
could not help fancying myself cotemporary ^tith the remotest 
periods of history, with the Romans, the •conquerors of the 
Carthagenians ; and here 1 called to mind the times when the 
Vandals were masters of the iskind in 45f). 1 §pve a few tears to 

the memory of the ijnfortuiiate Belisarius, who, after tiie con¬ 
quest of the Italeares, and moreover of Africa, was overwhelmed 
by the injustice and ingratitude of the emperor .Tustinian. Nor 
could 1 help making some serious refiections on the ravages of the 
Moors. 1 quitted, however, these melancholy pictures for one 
which was an object of admiration, the king, don Jaymo of 
Arragon, triumphant .over the barbawans. 

The cathedral is handseme) but of Gothic archite?:ture ; the 
dome is sustained by two rows of seven pillars each, seven palms 
and a half in diameter, and one hundredand fifty-si.v in height. 
The architecture*of this church is bold, and does honour to the 
artist who under{ook it, under Don J ayme, conqueror of the 
island. The ancient front, which corresponded with the rest of 
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the building, ha? lieen replaced by a wooden ornament in a bad 
style. Tfie inteiior of the church, the grand altar, and the 
chapels have nothing vep' remarkable ; the choir occupies the 
center of the aisle, a!W,fl».‘:-tioys every grace and beauty, ft is 
composed of a .quajitily l^f masonry work, of cut stone, without 
the least ornament: at one cornel' of this heap is a pulpit, which 
by its form of a long square, rattier resembles a rostrum. It is 
entirely of stone, Imt decorated with some sculptural designs. 
The throlM?\)i the bishop, and a range of stalls of walnut-tree 
wood, occupy the interior of the choir. In the n^dst is an en¬ 
ormous octagon w ading'desk, which bnly Jeaves' a narrow pas¬ 
sage on each side. Bi t\\''en tlio eiioir, and the grand altar is 
placed the tondt) of king Jayme > 1.; it is a kind of urn of black 
marble, with some oinanu uts of cojiper, gilt. It is suppoitcd by 
four lions’ feet, which do not apjicar to be in‘proportion with 
tlie grandeur of the niausolciim :< above is a crown of silver. 
A J..atin inscription transinils to posterity the epoch of the 
death of that monarch. This tomb is surrounded by an iron 
grate, of the height of three ftet, and which separates it from 
the entrance to the choir. 7’he Snost remarkable chapels are 
tliose of the crucifixion of St. Martin, and of St. Benoit, 
but fiicre is only a confused heSp of sculptures to be seen. 
The traveller, Pons, complains of having seen the same fault in 
seven .''nirches of the continent. The artist who constructed 
tlie baptismal font, has avoided these defects, and has only adopted 
in his work a noble and agreeable simplicity. It is of a line 
marble, speckled red. The pictures which ornament the church 
deserve but litllil the attention "of connoisseurs. The paint¬ 
ings alfresco of flie chapel of Ascension, are of"strong co¬ 
louring, but arc wantiuL' in the design. The chapel of Piety is 
ornamented witii,twenty eight pi/rtiires of dili’erciit saints, the 
frames of vvliicli touch each other. If this; aesrmbiage inspire 
veneration, we are not in a less degree disgusted with the supersti¬ 
tion which prevails :■ they preserve with the greatest care in the 
treasury, a piece of the real cross, three thorns of the crown of 
our Saviour, a part of his robe, and a part of the veil of the 
Virgin Mary, with one arm of St, Sebastian. They pretend tliat 
these relics were broyightrand deposited ^it Majorca in 1512, 
by Manual*'Suria> arch-deacon of. Rhodes. Among tlie riches 
of the treasury arc six silver candlesticks of an extraordinary size; 
they have each se^n branches, and are of excellent workman¬ 
ship ; the feet are supported by satyrs, which h“as been some¬ 
times a subject of ridicule against these extravagant enthusiasts. 
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1'fioy do not place these candlesticks at the high altar, except on 
the most solemn holidays. , 

The clergy.of the catltedral consist of the bishop, six di'tni- 
taries, viz. an archdeacon, a sacristan, a dean, a chanter, an un¬ 
der chanter, and a treasurer, and of tvvjfcuty-tvvo canons, besides 
ti tWtaio nuKtber of other ecclisjiestics relonging to the’service of 
thjs church. The rnu.sic of the catliedral consists of diS'ereiit iu- 
etrumeiits and voice.s; there is also a very fine organ. . 

The revenues of the bi.shopric are estimated at 4j, 00(I pi3stcr.s ; 
those of tlie six dignitaries amount to 10,000, aim 4‘2„500 are 
appropriated tc> the prclginds. Thre,cf portions of 17o0 are 
deducted for tire inquisitors ; all these sums accrue partly from 
the rents belonging to tiie cathedral. • 

■ ’’J’he king receives .the uiiitlf part of the tithes. The subor¬ 
dinate ecclesiastics are paid from a sum of 4000 piasters, to 
wluoh is added'the amount of the legacies left by flic pious island- 
er.s to the cathedral; they have moreover their masses, and the 
casiia! advantages of their functions. • 

'I’lie episcopal palace is not so large as that of the 
■govenior-gpiieral, but much ^ettiy disposed, and better fur¬ 
bished. In the first hall or apartment, are the. portraits 
of all the prelates who ha^’e filled the see of ]>lajorca, 
since the foundation of the bishopric. Tiie second apartment is 
the library, which however contains but few books, jhose 
Hiostly on the subject of religion, 'file rest of the palace presents^, 
uothiiig interesting; the garden is small, and is only cultivated for 
the use of the table. * 

llcsides the metropolitan church, there age five parishes at 
Palma ; tcn^conveuts for men, and eleven forewomen. 

The number of monks and ecclesiastics is very considerable ; 
all the churches and convents are richly endowed; and the 
monks have an inexhupstable fuTid, in tlie mi«taW;n devotion of the 
faithful; tneifpgt^t \ichesf a«d their want of morality, have 
sometimes attracted the attention of the government. 

Of the churches in this city, that of the parish of St. Michael 
is worthy of notice: it was formerly a mosque of the Moors. 
zXt the time when the islanders were converted to tlie Christian 
faith, the holy mysteries were celebrated for the first time in this 
church. It is one of* dm smallest, lieing only 163* palms in 
length, and 87 in width. 

The handsomest and richest churches are diose belonging to 
the monasteries. • They preserve in that hf the Augustines the 
hody of Saint Catharine Tomasa, * who was a Majorcan, 
^ley also shew hi the village ofVald^musa, her paternal resi- 
xieuce, in front of which they liave placed au iron cross. The 
SAUVEUR.] E 
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feast of this saint is celebrated every year with much magnificence: 
her life and her miracles are. recorded in many works of her 
countrymen. Curiosity impelled me to turn over the leaves of 
one of these writings in the Majorcan idiom. Bartholomivv 
Pont, the author, seemtd to have collected some good stories for 
children 'and old women; but tfc4 style of this panegyrist is de¬ 
void of every charm. 

The chinches of St Eulalia, and St. Magia, possess the'dan- 
gerOHS jtf’ijlege of being an asylum for criminals who take refuge 
there. Every church in Spain was formerly an yiviolable refuge 
for criminals and persmis pursued by justice, who could not he 
taken from thence, without the assurance of not being con¬ 
demned to death, wiiate.viV might be the crime. In civil matters, 
all the proceedings of justice were suspended. For example, a 
bankrupt in that asylum had nothing to fear from his creditors. 
It may be easily supposed, iiow iifucli a pHvilcge of this kifld is 
injurious to the .safe-’iy and tianquiyitv of the public, a privilege 
which gives to the man \Vitliout morals advantages so prejudi¬ 
cial to probity and honesty. The multiplicity of shocking abu¬ 
ses, which this piivilege occasictiied, at length determined the 
govemuj^ent to coniine it to a certain number of cliurches in 
every city. , 

The church of St. Eulalia is situated in the market place; 
thatjOf .St. Magia is m vhe suburb'of St. Catharine, which is 
^entirely inhahKed by sea-faring men. Its being thus situated in a 
part which is generally filled with the common people, makes the 
privilege particularly injurious to society. 

The exchange is one of the most beautiful buildings in the city;- 
It is a very large h*ill, w hose roof is only.supported by four light 
pillars, 'rhe stone of which it is built, was taken from the 
quarries of Santamii. The style of architecture is gothic. The 
epoch of the Imilaing of this exchange, is aol(*jjor toAhat of the 
discovery of America. It is a uiomuAent oi the sp’i'udour of the 
commerce which enriched tlie Majorcans at that time. The 
wages of the workmen who w'ere employed in building this edi¬ 
fice, amounted to 15,000 ducats, an enormous sura in those 
days, when gold and silver weee not very common. Behind this 
exchange is a garden, wheip they formerly cultivated only exotic 
and scarce»plants. The love^appl.e, ajid the pimento, of which 
the Mrijorcans are ^ fpnd, have now taken their place. This 
garden was also olxiameutad with a stone fountain and jet^ 
ind with several Statues, of which there is now nothing to be seen 
but the ruins. The hall of*the exchange, being a convenient ^lace 
for the purpos^j is used for the masked balls given at the time 
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llie caiiiival, I have «eeu there above twelve hundred person* 
Iniiiffled together in the greatest confusion. 

Near the garden of the exchange there is a small liouse^ where 
tire tribunal of commerce holds its sessions. 

.The town-hall also deserve.s the atte)Aion of the traveller, for 
architecture, and the sculptured oruanlents on the front of the 
building, lliey are like those on the rest of the public edifices, 
of a gothic sort, but of curious workmanship. Tin? interior is 
divided into several halls where the civil and ciiiniftaj^,ttourls are 
field. The" Majorcans arc eager to shew to strangers, the room 
where are plaai'd the portoaits of the illustoious cliaraclers, ami 
the great men, who have done honour to Majorca, witli those of 
the present day, who hold the first raflk among their fellow citi¬ 
zens. 1 was not a litttle astonished to see among the first class 
of these portraits^ that of Idannibal, w ho they assert was born at 
Majorca. The Majofean.s rejate, that Haiiiilcar passing from 
Africa Jo Catalonia, with his wife, who at time was preg¬ 
nant, landed on a point of the island, ^ hcrc was a tempi*? dedica¬ 
ted to the goddess Luciua, and that Hannibal first drew breath in 
this place. This same story is fiuitid in Daineto’s History of 
Majorca. A lofty ambition, and ^excessive self-lovg, make 
a very prominent feature in the^eneral character of all islanders. , 
Jt have had time and frequent occasions to observe the truth of 
this remark, during a'residence of above five and tw'ggtv^eajj 
in diflerent islands. The high opinion, whicfi thelMajorcajas en¬ 
tertain of themselves, is the result of the want of a knowledge 
of the world, and of the opportunities of comparison with stran- 
• gers, of wliom they see only a few travellers. Thus a Majorcan, 
like every oilier islander, thinks there is noiliing in the world 
which can be compared with his own country. He boasts of 
the superiority with great confidence, and it is a vain attempt 
to endeavonir to i^imvc a prejudice which is to flattering. All 
the pictures H^icn orhameift this room of the town-hall, are por¬ 
traits of tlie bishops, ecclesiastics, and illustrious military clia- 
factersj they have also the portrait of Saint liaymond Lul- 
lus, and king don Jayme, the conqueror, is repre^nted on foot, 
ih a costume which much resepables the long robe of the 
Greeks, 

From this hall we pdss t^ that whicii is used for » drawing- 
school, where a certain number of young men take lessons from 
masters, who are paid by the archbishop of Seville, who is a. 
Majorcan, and by the bishop of Majorca^ who are the founder# ' 
of tins school. All the other apartments are large empty rooms. 
In front of the btfiiding there is along iron balcony, which seetn? 
to have been added within these few years. 

F fi ' 
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^le Majorcans preserve with mnch veSieration, tlie armrrar of 
king don Ravine. It consists of a helmet, a cuirass of gilt iron, 
^ long rusty sword, and a piece of a lance. TFid saddle, hous- 
and harness of his horse, are also preserved with the saiiie 
care, tiiowgh they arc n JjJ.hing but ^shreds and Tatters. Iltese re¬ 
lics, together with all the portrafis, are exposed in front of the 
town hall, on the last day of the year, which is a holiday, kept 
in memory of the day in which don .layine made his eivtrance 
into Palnwiw TL’lie portrait of this prince is placed under a ca¬ 
nopy. A large stuffed Jizard, about two feet long, is also expo¬ 
sed to view ; this is suspended over tlib door of \in apothecary, 
who is very vain and teua^;ious of the privilege. Nothing cun 
bife more astonisliing, than that perjions seemingly w-ell informed, 
should repeat seriously the ridiculous stories which they relate 
oh the subject of this lizard j “ This motister,*' say they, seem¬ 
ing still to behold it with fear, “ formerly ravaged the island of 
Majorca, and unpeopled the dwellings that were near the morass 
to whicli it usually retired. One of the ancestors of the apo¬ 
thecary, who possessed tlie skin, succeeded in delivering the 
island from this plague. He*has<)een granted the privilege of 
tlius exhibiting this monument of his prowess, on the d.ay 
which recals the memory of the tonquest of the island, and its 
deliverance from its subjection to the Maors’. 

^ Avjpiwc of ^antiquity, which appeared to me well worthy of 
attention, was the clock of the town-hall, called Balearic. Da- 
meto, the historian, in the description,vyhich he gives of it, tills 
six pages in folio with a dissertation on the inaumr of di¬ 
viding the day among the different people of antiquity. Mat, 
■who wrote the cotitSnuation, has also dedicated foui^pages to an 
eulosy on this curiosity. 

••This very anciegt piece of mechanism is called the dock of 
the Sua. It shews the hours trom the ii<ihig,,uutil /he setting 
of that luminary; following the gicater or less vlitcnt of the 
diprual' and nocturnal aich; so that on the 10th of •'htM % 
strikes the first hoar of the day at half jjast five, and tbeilfe 
teemh, at faalf-psstr seven; the first of the night at half-past eight; 
the ninth at halffpast four, on the morning follovVing. It is the 
inverse tp begin fr^ the lOth of Decemher, during the course 
of th(S yeai*. 'fhe hours gre exactly regulated accordmg to the 
variations of ‘the rising jietting of the sun, T^s clock is 
^ of much use to country, a$ thi^ reflate 

Uie time from the modetn^ocks. It is, howevhr, of service to 
gardeners to determinefthe pedper time lor^ watering their 
plants'. Jt i$ .not known* at what epoch this curiosity Was 
•ruueht to Palma, *-lt ia not thought that it' came firona 
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Spain, Germany, or 4taly, where the Romans had intrmluced 
the manner of dividing the day into twelve hours; bhginumg at 
the rising of‘the sun, if u’e are to go, back for the epoch and; 
^lace for the construction of tliis machine to the time of tl*^* 
Israelites,, we shall sec, that finder tlie l e'gn of Kingi)avid, Ufe 
day and night were divided iftto four vigils. At the coming Of 
Jiesus Clirisl, the Jewislr hours made three of the present mddo 
of reckoning. However, an ecclesiastic, rector of* the Univer¬ 
sity of Palma-, assures ws, in the third part of a -A'J^rk u^Ou 
the Seraphic Religion, that some fugiti;;e .lews in the time of 
Vespasian dn^out this faitious clock from the ruins of Jenisaleaj, 
and transported it to Majorca, wherg they had taken refuge: — 
miraculous origin, well suitijd to the characteri.slic taste of the 
islanders for the marvellous!! The historians, Dameto and 
Mut, only date* the antiquity of this Balearic.clock from the 
year 13S5. It was*brought, from the convent of Dominicans, 
and plac"^ in the tower, where it no^w is. • 

Near the town-hall are the prisons; where, as in all others of 
Sfiain, the unfortunate inhabitants breathe an unwholesome air, 
and are at the mercy of cruel tmd tnifeeling gaolers. 

The house of the Inquisition has. notliing remarkable | the 
name alone is sufBcient to check any curiosity of visiting th^ 
abode. The inquisition i# no longer that dreadful tribunal, 
vyhose proceedings and judgments so mahy writers k 
rilhted to posterity; probably with a little exaggeration., The 
edicts of government^ marked with humanity, justice, and 
wisdom, have taken from the Inquisition that autliority which 
Was so dangerous: the places are now only gken to such eccle¬ 
siastics as«re ^stinguished by their virtues, moderation, and 
learning. 

The Jews, a ci iFs of people whose only yime was often the 
wealth th^haej, acquired by their industry, and their knowledge 
of trade, nav live in peace, and may increase the liches of thoir 
couMnygptflfl^ fear of the torch and of the stake. The In- 
cyappilfa iribitnal formerly so terrible, cannot now even disturb 
littrnberty of a citizen, except it is previously authorised4>y die 
piveriimeut,' which alone pronounces on the validity of their 
motives.* If any individual attracts the attention of the Inquisi¬ 
tor, by olPensive conduct, or.irreligious conversadotl^ he is cited 
to appegi^ before them, when he is charitably reminded of the 
dntira which a citizen owes to society; gnd it is only his obsti¬ 
nate perseverande in his errors that tan subject him to punish¬ 
ment, which generally is a few days’ seclusion in a convent. It 
too often happens, that strangers, whose minds aie already p)re- 
j«dic«d by what they have read or heard ot^ the Inquisition, 
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onterlain a mistaken opinion, judging by some abuses, of xvhicti 
riiey ai c winicssc-s; and which ought to be attributed either to tlio 
ignorance or indiscreet zeal, and more generally to .the officious- 
iiess of some inferior agents. I have myself seen some instance.*! 
of this; I witne.ssed the canfiscatjon of The Course of Study 
compo'.cd Sy Condillac for the edufClion of a prince of the house 
of Spain, which was coudeinned through the eagerness of oiip 
of these agents; but it was rcclaimeJ, and iimncdialcly the 
Inquisitors .npd ere.d it to be le.stored. Nevertheless, vve still see 
in the couv ent of the monks of St. Dominick, pictures which 
preserve the recollection ?)f the barbarities formeiiy exercised ott 
the Jews. Every one of those unfortunate beings who were 
burnt, is reprc'scuted in a ’picture, at tlie bottom of which is 
Written the name, age, and the tiiAe when the unhappy victim 
suffered. 1 w as assured, that a few years back, Ahe desccndaiit.s 
of tliese unfortunates, who now form a particular cla-ss among 
the inhabitants of P^lma, under the ridiculous denomination of 
Owls, had in vain ofrered considerable sums of money, to 
have the distressing memorials effaced, I refused to believe 
the fact, but they assured me, tbqt there was now m force a 
Vlecree of government to punish every in<Uvidual who uttered any 
injurious expressions against a Je'w^ that of owl is specified, and 
particularly forbidden, on pain of severe punishment; but, un- 
iortiyi ^ely . it i.s sanctioned by custom. 

never forget one day, when I was walking in the cloister 
of the Dominicans, and looking with concern on these paintings, 
a monk approached me, and made ufe observe among them 
several that were distinguished by crossed bones. These, said 
he, are the portraits, of those whose ashes were dug up, and 
cast to tlie winds. My blood chilled, and I turned from him 
with hoi ror. My heart sickened at the scene. 

A Narrative of tUfe Order of the lii^uisitioii, which was printed 
in the year 1755, came, by chance, ngo my hattds,i^vvliKh con¬ 
tained the names, surnames, rank, and crimes of the unhappy 
Ijeings who were sentenced at Majorca, from the year 1645 to 
tp the year 169 I. 1 shuddered as 1. read. 1 there found that 
Imir, Majorcans, accused of ^tidaism, one of whom was a 
woman. Were burnt alive;, tbir^-two others, for the same crime, 
cliod id the dungeons of th^nquisitioi^ and their bodies were 
buitkt; the ashes of three, were dug iip and thrown to the winds: 
a Dutchman, accused efcCntheranism, a Majorcan,, ^ Maho¬ 
metanism, .six Portt^|i^e, one of whom was a womaii, and 
seven Majorcans, for Judaishi, weye burnt in effigy, having been 
|o‘fortunate as 06 make thejr escape. I counted two liundrcd. 
end sixteen victims, Majorcans and strangers, accused of. 
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Judaism, heresy, or* Mahometanism, who came ont of the 
prisons, after having publicly rcti acted, and being again received 
into the bosbm of the churcli. This dreadful catalogue was 
closed by a sentence of die Inquisition, no less horrible, 
of which I have here giv«fi a traniaatioii. from the original 
Spanish; * 

All the criminals mentioned in this relation public^ 
condeni^ned by the holy office, as heretics; all their goods eon* 
fi.scated,*<ind applied to the royal revenue ; declared linTit and in¬ 
capable of having or holding dignities or benefices, either eccier 
siiistic or sccftlar, or othbr public offices, or honours; neither 
might they wear, nor cairy about tlipir persons, eitlier gold or 
silver, pearls, precious stoics, coral, silk, cumblet, or line 
cloth; neither might they ride a horse, carry,arms, or use and 
employ other thftigs, which by common justice, daws, and pragv 
niatics of this kingdom, instructions and customs of the holy 
office, arc prohibited to those indivicjpals ulfb are thus proscrib¬ 
ed ; the same proliibition extends, in the case of women con¬ 
demned to the fire, to their sons and daughters, and in that of 
men, to their grandsons in ftie Biale line. At the same time, 
execrating the memory of those burnt in effigy; and conTinandiiig 
that their bones- (when they ccfUld be distinguished from those of 
faitliful Christians) sliould be*dug up, and delivered to justice and 
Uie secular power, to be burnt, and reduced to i^slves*. aiiirtlFftt 
every inscription, or armorial bearing, which should be found on 
their tombs or elsewhere, should be erased and obliterated, so 
that no other memorial of them should rerauin on the eatlh, than 
that of their condemnation and*execution.’' • 

There aw four hospitals in Palma. TlTht of the City, de¬ 
signed for the poor; tliat called The Mercy, for the reception of 
chii(irb.n, nho are llie offsprings of debauchery, or youthful im¬ 
prudence, de^ert^ by unnaturai parents, and for the aged of 
both sexes, wbose infirmibes make them incapable of- woiklng 
for their bread. The military hospital for thfe soldiers of the 
ggrrison, and that called The Pity, for the reception and confhie- 
ment of women of licentious conduct. The city hospital is a 
handsome building; the men occupy two large waids, and the 
women two others, yhere are, besides, three wards^ which are 
suppoinssf'by' particular societies. The whole hospital can con¬ 
tain five hfin^gd beds. The sick are well attendedthe beds.are 
goodf'i^add^lb# food proper and wholesome; the wards are large 
dnd well vimfilafbd. I’here is also another part divided into 
small chambers, where the windows are strongly grated, which is 
designed-for those who have had the misfortune to lose their 
and whose madness is violent and dangerous. 
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Tliis linjpital is attended by {teop^e of both sexes; it is 
endowed bS the city; and tlie property nf th^ tlieatie belongs to 
it, of which it has a third of the profits of tlie dally receipts, 
find the lent of the boxes. The management is confided to 
some of the principal Hihabitants, of M lyorca, who zealous.ly 
endeavour to fullil a liust at onetr nonourahle and important, as 
it .tends to meliorate tiie suffeungs of tlie afilicted. 

'fhe otJifr hospitals presented only a spectacle of iniscsy. 
That of -Mercy has no fixed revenue, and is nicicly tupport- 
4wl by the voluntary coi\Jiihulions of the chautahle inhabitants, 
and the profits of the lahouis of < hi Wren, and of the aged, 
vboaie employed in spmniug flax. This emolument is veiy in- 
■coiLSideiable; and tlw .situ'a’tion of ^thosc who me in the hospital 
is tiuly piti-able. The same sentiment of contpaBsion jne- 
vails on seeing tin?military hospital, which is as badly coustincUd 
as situated. It niaycoutanj three ,'iinidied*heds. It is maiiaged 
by .1 prison who mar' be said to farm it, and who leceives liom 
ibe king si\ reals pit dicin forceach patient. I'lus mau pio- 
sridcs beds, incdicini s, and food, and pays an thow wfio aie Ciu- 
|)!oyed under Imn. The chapLiu*; physician, and surgeon have 
salaries fr-om the king. I’he intcndant of tlie province, and a 
coKitnissioner of war, have the ins'icclion of this hospiuU. 'nitt 
sxpenditure for carh patient is r stnnateU at three reals; the over- 
.sum granted by the king, is a pcquisite which the 
pefson who fawns the hospital divider with Uiose* whom he 
employs. Tho.'ie patients who arecrovidtd ijito th<* lowei waids 
breathe n mephitic an, oltcn occasioning latul tCiTuunutiuns 
to distempers-, wUfli oiiguially were not at all dangeroffls. The 
aeeds of pu(rcfatti»n spiead so much the more frot® not having 
ft flee cuculation and change of air m the waids, apd the want of 
cleanliness, wIiicIy eveiy observer^must remark. The dcfynciets 
of their country are here very far fiora enjoyhig Ui^sc benefits 
which ills tenderness of their sovereign means tovaAipply them. 
Here, as it is in most other {aiblic establishments, lapaciou.s 
^VAsice and ignorance swallovv with impiuiity those funds w’hic|i 
give comfort to the afflicted. 

Th« Streets of Valnia aie in general narrow and ill pawd, and 
j^uera if not even oua regular square in tlie whole city; and 
^iiuhjgh llid' biittorian llaaietu coippatcs flie Place 'dB^Bomes 
to, ilm most beai4ifal ^oares in the several capitals 4^ Europe, 
in fact, opk f space of land of irregttlt^ U>i- 

|iave<i^ and dispial'looking boiK«es.' itis^howx 

i^ver, the grffithlit l^omeRade Qf idtingers, and the daily rende&v 
vpus of tto^ ftbo do not know h(% h^-employ their Um% T^ 
«ews of fiicre detailpd> and poliuciatA*? 9eUla tlw 
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of th<* State. The orirtoi's and auditors, at times, retreat into 
some mean coffee-house to enliven' ihcir imaginations with a 
glass of liquot, or to cool their arguments with refreshing 
draughts. Buch are the dtlights of this place of which Daineto 
boasts so greatly. Scorched b'^thc heat <ff the sun, and^choaked 
svith dust in summer; and in winter almost buried in tlie mud. 

^ >^*alma has also another small square, situated near the port, 
fro)n^j«lu<h it is only separated by the rampaits of the city. 
They havh>given tlie name of IVrra Sana to this place. » 

According to general obseivation, mad^‘ at the time when the 
plague raged iti the i.sland of Majorca, which is about eighty 
years ago, this quarter of the city was least afi'ected by its 
ravages. The Terra Sana nia^’ be ab<$ut large enough for eight 
hundred men to draw up in battle-array. One of the sides is 
formed by a smaN barrack, which is sometime# filled with foot- 
soldiers, and sometimes with,cavalry. The stables will only 
contain from twenty-five to thiity horses. JThe square of the 
Terra Sana was formerly covered by tile sea, and there is still to 
be seen the ancient entrance of the port. In .short, there are no 
public promenades in Majorcai^ for la llambe cannot be looked 
tipoii as deserving such a title, being only a walk about two hun¬ 
dred paces in length, with lar4>e trees on each side, and some 
stone seats. Of this walk no < are is taken; for even those trees 
which have decayed, or been cut down, are not replaced ; ,^nd 
though those which remain are very large, theyrare so distaiit 
one from the other, that tjjey afford but little shelter either from 
the heat of the sUn, or from the rain. 

There is only a small space between La RaiRbe and the Place 
des Borncs,»and it terminates at the gate of Jesus. On passing 
tbk gate we find another walk bordered with small trees, whose 
femage is neither a shelter from the sun, nor pleasant to the 
eye. It length about six hundred pac?s, and reaches as 
far as tlie colflent JesuS. This promenade is frequented oa 
holidays iu the evening. The ladies here lake an airing in 
their clumsy coaches. These heavy vehicles, drawn by mules 
harnessed with cords, follow one another- in a train round this 
promenade for two or three hours. The footboards of these 
carriage^ are placed on the outside, qjid serve the young gallants 
to Stamt^ while they, make, their court to the fair, who are 
much by tliis public testimony of their regard. Any 

is going to or returning from the country, is obliged 
to take its place Rt the end of this trah}>; 'from which it can onW 
t^arate at tbe^place where the carriages began their round. 
Tills custom every one is obliged to comply with. 1 was one 
^y.iwitness to a,very diverting fracas. The lady of the governor 
^4VVEttE.l O 
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gerteral Aook in her head to brqtk tW^anV of coaches, and 
hers was instantly involved with all tne resti Nothing could be 
niore ridiculous than this confusion, which jnight, however, 
have had very serious eonsequcnccs. The Majercaii ladies 
Strtdched their necks o^t at the coach-windows, and addressed 
thcHiselves to the governor’s hidj on the most insulting matnier ; 
ivlu), on her part, returned the indecent expressions from he; 
coach, and threatoued tiiem, shaking her fan. Add to this eefene 
Jlie langjjaec of the coachmen and footmen, who joi'£“d in the 
dispufe aiul rjuarrelled among llieuiselves, widi the. laughter and 
shouts of tliosc wlio walked, and y<ui u lll h.ioc some idea of 
this ridiculous scene. Wonhl anv one bi liove that tiiis affair was 


the siibjctt ol' long conifdaiiits, wilii \xliich tiiey pestered the 
court of i\]adri<l. The process w'us deleraaiied in favour of the 
Majorcan ladie.s.t • 

This manner' of taking the air ca'ied Vsie “ Roda.” 

If.any one wishes to enjoy the pleasure of breathing freely a 
purer air than that of the* ciiv, he naist go a considcrahle way 
into the country, where only the riches and beauties of nature 
are to be seen. They mighty hoivcver, without much cxpence, 
make a very pleasant promenade, if to the distance from the 
gate of the port to that of Jesivs was joined the place of the 
Ifornes and the Rambe, they might plant a double row of trees, 
•su^h^as elms, which are very maje.siic, and afford a line shade. 
They niigurttSo add to the pleasantness of the place )»y repair¬ 
ing a fountain, the ruins of which ate to be seen at the end of 
the Rambe, which would be particularly useful in a city gene* 
rally supplied witjj water only from cisterns. 

But it is in vaiiijo hope that the Majorcans wou'd determine 
on any inipixivement which would unite utility with pleasure. 
'I’bey prefer being scorediet! in the sun, and soaked in the rain, 
and repeat, with ‘ihc e.xii avagant* JJamcto,i that nojjii'ig equals 
their Place des Bonies and their Ra\nbe. ',TTiey ^ictually assert 
it, and what is worse, th y believe it. 

Between the two la.st inenlioned places is situated the theatre. 
It has beeB built about forty years, aud is the property of the 
City Hospital. An escutcheop i,s placed above the stage, which 
bcars.tlMse three letters, A. G, P. I’his theatre is Igrgg, with 
four ranges of boxes, to the number o|‘ seventy; thosi^^longiiie 
to itbfi city officers occupy the lower part of the apg<30y'|E«Athat t» 
the >^wernor g^ei'al is level with tlve stage, on;^tpili^J|ipad;iB 
enteftiig, ^ Tftij ^pit dhp hold about three •liundred specta¬ 
tors, who^^^f.^on wooden ‘forms. The stage is in proportion 
to the ffiealre., This building has ho exterior ortigi- 

“ua}tji..;a^iHF™hles a.stotehouse, or rather a born. ThqfO it 
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l)Ut one nitrance forJtbft ptiWic. fn front are some arches whi^ 
snpport an open gallery; two small doors behind aws used *»' 
entrances, one* for tlie giovernor general, and the other for itie 
pelfornters. Near the entrance, in the interior, is a kind of 
cotfee-room. AH the boxes ^re let, wi’ii the crrceptioj^ of some 
few, which are the exclusive ^^nopertv of different families of 
ii^iima, who subscribed to the original fund at the time the 
tiifhtteftjyas built. "I’he stage <iw;oiafions are but poor, having 
no other V^jds than the rt ni of the boxes and the rece.ijAs at the 
doms, which barely siiftice to pay the,performers and others 
enii.loved in tl^ theatri:. • ' ' ■ 

'^I'he rcpresentatioi!'-! are . oinposed of pieces of different sorts. 
The first is always a cotnedy or a tragedy ; after which they per¬ 
form tlie toHddiUe, a piece of^Spanish music ; a kind of cantata, 
which consists ahnost entirely of quavers of rtie voice, a.s tire¬ 
some to the hearer as*tn the si^tger. The poetry marks the par¬ 
ticular taste of the j>eople, and the words Mfe the most trifling 
expressions of lovers. I'liis cantata i? sung by a male or female 
performer, or bybolh fogeth.er. Sometimes, instead of the fo»«- 
tlUle, there is a quart, tfo, or* tri(*, of Italian music, to which 
Spanish words at v ;,dapt< d. To the tomidille succeeds tljp volero, 
or the minuet fatximgatlo, a S^iauish dance, performed by a man 
and woman dressed a la majfo, or in the costume of Andalusia, 
'/'his dance is mucii admired by the Spaniaids, who at e plassed 
to applaud those contortions and attitudes, at wVicli a stranger 
cannot avoid Jjhishing. TJie spectacle concludes with a sairictc, a 
little piece with which the people are infinitely pleased, as their 
manners and common customs ntre given witli»the most striking 
similitude. •Sometimes the sainete consists <)f two little pieces, 
w hicli arc performed at the same time, for example : at the bot¬ 
tom of the stage is fitted up ^a smaller stage, wliere while they 
act a sccne of washe r-women, another of coblers is playing on 
the ordinary Soai-cHC The’actors in the two pieces address thein- 
eelves to each otliCT in the course of the representation: the 
audience are delighted, and applaud with^ill their might, while 
the few who are accustomed to any thing like propriety and de* 
corum, take the first opportunity to escape from the noise add 
confusion. I have seen one of thes<^ miserable farces at Barce¬ 
lona, jfnd am no longer actonjshed at those of Majoeca. Gene¬ 
rally, thet'^ tlieatre serves at once to meliorate the manners and 
to instructlthe common people ; but it) Spain it is precisely the 
contrary ; for, ih many Spanish pieces, immorality and 
gusting indecency prevails. And with respect to the histoi^id 
and literary part of the Spanish theatre, it is impossible Kr'fHwa 
»B idea of the extravagancies and anachronisms which abound. 
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These are to be notieed in all their play#,«iot even excepting the 
best of them. Their aulliofs do ucrt confine themselves to the 
rules of dramafic coinpo^tion ; they do pot attend to the unity 
of either time or place; but their pieces represent whole hJs - 
torics oi ^-omauces. Tltc hero of^he piece appears in tlie first 
act as a child; and at the end <hos in extreme old age, under 
a different hemisphere from that where it commenced^ 
pnd often diis history is continued during several daj^s. 'Jnie 
Spaniards j:all the acts gioiuate. It is with great di^(}ioulty that 
the intricacy of the pie^-e can be followed, or lathcr guessed at; 
for the sloiy generally finishes abruptly^ without ait/ denouement; 
the curtain falls, and it is almost impossible to give an account 
of what we have seen peiVornied. To these defects of compo¬ 
sition is added the total want of scenic deception ; the negligen- 
cies, laipaidonable absurdities in the costumes and decorations, 
and the most perfect ignoiance of, the subject in those who per¬ 
form the several eharacters. In a piece called The J.)eath of 
Hector, I have seen the *iicro of Greece, and the defender of 
Troy, appear, the one in a diagoon’s uniform, and the other 
dressed as a hussar; king Prkmi mi a Fieiich habit, ornamented 
with the; insignia of the order of Charles the 'J'hird; anvl the 
beautiful .Andromache in the fashvm of the piesent timp, A de¬ 
tachment of grenartiers under arms> with bayonets fixed, com- 
the.armies of the Gieeks and 'I'rojaps. The scene repre¬ 
sented the fielh' of battle, in the distance was to be seen the 
unfortunate Ilium, whose towers were cl^anged into steeples. 
A roll of the drum gave the signal for engagement, and Hector 
announced, as hetwas djing, that the play* wa§ concluded, by 
saying a qui iocabc fa comedia. I could not help indulging the 
fancy of diverting myself a little at the expence of the manager. 
I observed to him, that Achilles and Hector fought with pistols, 
and not with swords. He frankly confessed that he was unac¬ 
quainted with this circumstance ; thaflked mh'ioif^y informa¬ 
tion, and promised to correct the error the first time piece 
should be played again; and he kept his word. In another play, 
eallcd “ Aristotle, the Preceptor of Alexander,” I hgye seen the 
philosopher in the costume of a bishop, with the pastoral cross; 
tlie conqueror of the Per^ans in a modern habit, with a red 
ribbon to distinguish him from Philip, whose order was blue; 
the princesses in Spanish habits. ’^J'he scene sheu^ jfaave been 
the interior of the king’s palace; but it was a forest. (iNevejrtbe- 
less several of our besf authors have taken from Spanish pieces 
the subjects of theirs, which are deservedly admired. They have^ 
like our artists, known how, to make use of the 'Spanish materials 
to advantage^" lu the dramatic works of that country, therp a^p 
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often found passages wherev genius is displayed, aiid where the 

passions aud sentiments are given with dignity and ajiiniation ; 
purity of style? with the choice aud force of expression, would 
B«ike one belieye that the piece was only a,compilation of pas¬ 
sages collected from different works, /ind badly put^together, 
and which inay be Coinpareir to pearls set in base luctal. I’he ' 
!''viuiards are very fond of noise : thus their favtnnite pieces are," 
ihWv.yvbere they represent the battles betiveen tlieii-conntrynieiji' 
und the S-'^oors. It is of little consequence how the .^ibject^ 
conducted,'while there is clashing of sabres and sword.^, killlilg 
of people, and castles destroyed; they ask nothing more, and thte 
piece is excellent. 

The Trtmoies are another sort of ^lieces which are innch to 
their taste : these are those i»* which the many different changes 
of scenery, and ilie number of stage tricks, make all the merit. 
The hero is always ‘a magic'^n performing woiidcrs, or a saiiit 
^vorking miracles. Such is the school ivheft^ the Spaniards take 
their lessons of morality .and history. • 

I’he houses of Palma are generally large but ill contrived, and 
y.ery little ornamented. All t^e display is found at the entrance, 
in a kind of vestibule, or portico, supported by a number of< 
pillars. I have remarked sor^e that were of fine marble. 'I’he 
manner in which the houses are built rccals to i'ecoilcction the 
times when the Moors were in possession of the i.^land. Xhey 
almost all consist of g ground floor divided iiufTsTnall rootds, 
and of one aboye, where the apartments are large and lofty. 
They, are cool in the summer, and freezing cold in the w inter. 
Above these large rooms is a second flooi-, open on every side; 
this is a kipd of loft, or rather garret, where^the wasiiing is done, 
and where they have every convenience for drying. 'I’hey have 
no chininies, except in the kitchens, and these are not of much 
use, as all their viciuals are Sicssed on stov^Cs ; they also w'arm 
themselves 'itWr^asiers^ these are small puns, or stoves, to 
burii charcoal. Ilolhing can be so amusing as a Majorcan 
.evening; men and w'omen ranged, or rather .squatted, on very 
low seats arpimd the brnsier. One, who has a small paper 
cigarre in his mouth, puffs the jsnioak amorously iu tlie face of 
his mistress ; >vhp modestly looks down and stirs up the ashes in 
the bfiuiter with a dopppr sjpoon; ‘another relate.s *the news of 
the day,vtor.'volunteers a song; sometimes the whim takes the 
master 6f jibe house to sjng the.service in a doleful tone,' at the 
same time counting the beads of his Tfosary; all tlie company 
Joins in a low note, and .fyen the’servant girl, who is perhaps 
scowering her toppers, Joins her voice from the kitchen to those 
phove. It is impossible for a stranger to keep his pldce among 
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flicm any lengtli of time; be retires stammerina: t/rr bon nit 
tinners, vhicli is tlieir manner of wishing good uigiit. 

Tiie French cnsigiants at Majorca have introduced the use of 
Lhliniiics^ Those which the M ajorcans now have are almost dll 
the work jf Fi ciichna n., 

Tlieir residence in this i.^land, ti-il the increase of the garrison, 
have also led to an alteration in tho manner of btnlding houses. 
L»dging bocanie scarce, and tlie hire of apartments incie!i>..-d‘’ni 
j)roportit>p.. The Majorcans, whose fortunes consisted '/i‘hons(>s, 
ailleied their large rooms, and divided them into smaller apart¬ 
ments, for the convenience of receiving a grtatvV number of 
Iwlgers. Those who built, altered ibc plan of tlu' staircases to 
fake lip a smaller space ol’ ground ; they constructed the stairs 
more perpendicular, winch has made them liifficult of ascent, 
and dangerous to descend, particularly to thoserw ho arc subject 
to vestigo. t * 

1 lemarked here, as in most of the houses m tiie cities of 
Spam and Italy, the '•ingulSr custom of placing the privies near 
the kftchens. 1 could not obtain a satisfactoiy umsuii for tins 
|>a>t}ciilaiity. j^stomany other ipiestious, they answered me it 
was the ^^usfoin. 

In Cooke’s Voyages, may he found some coiijecliircs on tho 
origin and motive, for the situation of these place.^, which seemed 
to ij 3 )f to lie so extraoulmaiiU misplaced. Tins relehiated voyager 
remarked, lusi part of the isle of Portland, where h©-lauded, that 
the Indians, not so cleanly in their poisons as tiie Otahe- 
tians, surpa .sed them in one particular, of which there is pro¬ 
bably HO example among the ether Indian Datimis. Fvery 
bouse, or every haij\1ct, bad places of tins .sort, so that no ordure 
was seen on the ground. The refuse, of their meals, the litter 
and other tin t, was hiso put in regular heaps, which they pro¬ 
bably made use of'as manure. These Indians were ajt that time 
lartber advanced in this article of police tlia'^'a iHilfto'n which is 
•lie of the most considerable in Europe. <'’1 h the year I 76 O 
‘ there was not a privy 10 ait Madritl, the capital of Spam, though 
life city was plenlilully supplied with Water. Before this epoch, 
tfjhis iuhabitauts u.sed to throw at night ail their filth from their 
.windows into the stieets, and a number of men were employed 
to remove it to the extremity of th^ lovyer jfart of the .where 

It remained till it was dried, and was then loaded in and 
disposed of out of tlie gates of the city. The king, having r«» 
Volvcd to abolish this custom, made an edict, "by which eva-y 
proprietor of a house was comtiKnided to build places for th|$ 
purpose, and that sewers, sjnks, and dmins, sheuid be made, and 
kept in repair at the- expeuce of the public, . The Spaniards 
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lo'>kctl on this reg«latio» as ffll iwfnngemcnt of the common rights 
<)f men, and slioiigly resisted Us lieing put in forco Evciy 
class of the citizens made some ohjection to the edict. The 
phfsicians remonstrated, and assciteil, that if the ordure was 
not thiown out as usual intoihe stieets,! tli.U chsteiniH'/s would 
inlallibiy ensue: they picteiidwii that the human body would 
'ah'.oib the ptitiid particles of the an, which we>e atliacted by 
fiio*v' ojduies. Tl)is r)pinion, embraced by nu'st of •those who 
s-.eie'proj'iietojs, decided the situation of the piivievin the 
iiouses. The\ believed that the mass of|ordnie would pieveni; 
the particles it( foul air ftom fixing on other substances; they 
th( leloie have their privies near their kitchens, tliat their victuals 
mav be kipt vvhohsome. * 

A gieat jiart of the poor infiabitants of Majorca live in a sort 
<tf cellais, or cav*s, where theic is neither ligfft nor air, except 
tiom the entrance. They are,gtneially damp, and the want of 
tiesh ails add to the unhealthiiiess of these csfvities. From this 
c.iuse proceeils an infinite number df distempers and sudden 
deaths; ami, m the winter, the iuh.'ibitant shuts himself up in 
his den, lights iiic tiie ill hi'» brusier, and endeavouis to find 
comfort ill a place uhcie he oniv mti ts Lis desliu' tlou ^oin the 
v.ipoms nliich lun no viiit. , 


cn^p. IV. 


SirCATION-EXTENT—COAST-AND ANCJlORAOE OF ITtf 

ISLAND C^C MINOUCA. . 


M INORCA is tlie second of the Balearic Isles. It takes its 
name from its lesser size ; it luns W. M. W. and E. N. E. de¬ 
scribing a paraltclogiain. From the Cape to la Mola, the E. N. E» 
to that of Minorca do Ciutadella,.they count at h’asi 23 miles in 
lengUi; the width of the island vari^ fiom eight to la miles. 
Minorca is situated !o the F-. N. Is. of Majorca. The strait 
which separates them in the point wiicie the shores are nearest, 
is at tdid milos and a quarter wide. From Mont I’oio de 
Minorca, the highest point in the island, and fiom Cape de 
tQiutadella, the land of Majorca is plainly disccined. The dis¬ 
tance to Uie nearest point of the shores of Catalonia is estimated 
to lie about 145 miles N. W. I W. ot Buges, lu Afiica. Tliey 
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reckon <80 iriiies north, Minbrea iife die latitude 40“ 41' 45", 
and 10" 42' 15" longitude cast of Cadiz. 

I’lie island of Minorca is irf general level, ariH has only one’ 
mountain of an extraordinarv height t this mountain, i^led Mont 
Toro, iSisituated in the'middle ofi^Iic island, which it overlooks 
on evciy side. 7’lie principal ^orts of Minorca are those of 
Mahon to the cast, of Foinds to the noitbi and of Ciutadella'to 
tlie vvc.st. * . 

The most conspicuous points and promontories aie^the point 
dos Corps, the cape of i\ituck, the cape of Minorca or Bayoli, 
the point la Sella, cape Cal)!illeri:i, oP NanceilesJ’that ofTava- 
rits,, and cape la Moia,^of Mahon; between the.se there arc 
bther points and protnoiitoi ics do not project near so far 
into the sea. 

'I’o enter the port of Mahon with the wind abaft, we must 
keep th^ middle of the passage tell we have doubled tlie point 
J‘hillipc t, which '..'e leave to the starboard, and to the larboard 
the point on which was built tlieifurnpus castle of Saint-Phil- 
lipet. When they have doubled these two points, ships of the 
largest size may range the c&ast''on each side the port. The 
soundings are five fathoms near the shore, and increases to twelve 
and eighteen in the middle of th.; port. However, they gcue.^ 
rally make their course to the south, as they pass between the 
shove and^ijg j.sland on which the Lazaretto is built. 

Jn making the road Pedrera, in a ship or frigate, it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to keep to the south, ,;^nd between the southern 
shore and the Isles de llA, or of the Isle of Ho.spital, and of the 
Iledonda, which' is only a small islandi Ships may also pass 
between this islaiuLand that of the I.azaretto; but although five 
fathoms arc found in the northern part of tliis little strait, it is so 
narrow, drat it rtgjidres a perfect k^wledge of the passage to 
venture through it; To the E. N. R. of tjhejdand. there is a 
a shoal with twenty-four feet of wafer. onlv*^’upoh which ships 
have grounded that have anchored to the south of this shoal. 
Ai^Vith the w'ind at .south, and having doubled the Isle of the. 
Hospital and the small island, vessels are safe in port, and may 
reinaip close, in shore on either side, at the distanpp of about 
half a Cable’s length, as ftr as the southern part island, 

op; ttihich erected the machine, to ouast the shij>^‘'^ The an- 
chprage is here seven, or eight fathohts, good bottoii^i;'niooring, 
aerbss uorth'-eaRt and south-west. 

Eutcriug wiilj^e w-iiic| Ni E. N. W, and S. VP', it'ni neces¬ 
sary to take care ahd avoid a shoal which runs otjt fo the sootlt 
from the point ofiTthe Mbkt, about !^t-fliird of‘a cable’s kiMth ; 
at this distance tlie soundings are four fa^tns,; but a lillljrfar-. 
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tlier out there is a goixj bottom. • Tliere is another shoal which 
, runs our above hdlf a cable’s lengtii to the south-eaSt of the 
point Phillipet j at this distance the bottom is four or five fa¬ 
thoms. .Another shoal to the E. N. E. from the point of the 
castle of Saint-Miilip, runs oufthalf a cable’s length, \yith ever 
.so little sea, the breakers of thdse three shoals arc seen, from, 
their beginning half way across; but if there is a heavy sea, the 
-btuai^is are observed the whole length; so that viewing the' 
three points sideways, the entrance of the port appears otily one 
continued reef. ' 

Near the middle of that |>art of the point where the castle of 
St. Philip was built, which place is galled the lledon, there 
is another shoal which runs out to sea, about the third of a 
cable’s length ; the breakers are onl^ seen when the wind blows 
fresh N. and N.'‘E. and when it is S. W. the entrance is 
unsafe. When the wind is too Jtrong to get within these shoals, 
there is good anchorage on the outsid^e of thtSn, of Go and 30 
fathom, good bottom; but it must be observed, that there is 
here a high sea when the wind is north. 

The Cape Mola, to the N.'E. ’of the mouth-of the har¬ 
bour, is a high perpendicular promontory; at the foot oS which 
are three rocks that may be'approached without fear; the 
bottom clean. 

N. N. W. quarter W. a mile and three quart«ir‘' from the 
Mola, is Cape Negro, thus named from its blackish appearance; 
it is not very high, and doe? not project far. Between the Mola 
and another small point, is a creek called Los Freos; near the 
larid are several rocks. ' 

• N. W. from Cape Negro, are two small screeks, called tire 
Old and New Mesquitas ; these are of no use. In front are 
two small rocks, called Mesquita and Bonib'arda. which re¬ 
semble two vMsel_s, «'|hk. The creek which is most to the south 
is not clean, and wi^x ever so little sea the breakers are seen. 

On this part of the coast the bottom is stony, and nothing 
but a case of necessity would make any one anchor here; where, 
even in summer, they run the risk of losinl their anchors; and 
in winter of being shipwrecked. 

To the north of the, Mesquita is the roadstead to Benillanti, 
and the points la Galore* and of Bufera, not at alt remark¬ 
able. 

At ab^t three quarters of a mile from Bufera, is seen 
the island of Coldms; it is of some height, and forms with the 
coast a canal, through which only ih||iermens’ boats can pass. 

• At its eastern and southern points are nwo smaller islands, and 
a shoal which runs a cable’s length into the sea, having only two 
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fathom of water; all the rest of tiie islwid of Coloms is clean, fti 
the western part there is an anchorage, called Seselanes, proper 
for vessels of a moderate burtiien. Before anchoring, a vessel 
must make a little island near the land, called Arenal del Mbro, 
which 'jfter having passed, and^lcfl to tiic larboard, it may 
moor in six or seven tathoms} with an anchor to the W. 
and carrying an hawger sisliorc tO the S. E. In this anchorage 
vcssel%.ar6 protected from every wind except the N. AV. which 
brings c great deal of sea; but they ride safely with.gocd cables. 
Ships may anchor al^o in the S. E. p':r‘ of the island with an 
anchor to the S. E and by carrying am hawser to the N. W. 
upon the island. Thd bottom in this place is sandy, and there 
is six or sevi'ii fathoms. It is piptected from every wind except 
from the E N. E. to the E. S. E. which raise a high sea, 
enough to en^hger small craft, which ride "more safely in the 
port of Grace, a little bay, whicji goes in shore to the VV. S. VV. 
where two point* form the mouth 'of it: there are two shoals, 
50 that in entering, carc*must be taken to keep the middle of 
the passage: it is guarded from every wind, but there is little 
holding ground. ‘ * 

To anchor to the S. E of the island of Coloms, it must be 
rempmbered, that near the shore, at the southern point of the 
anchorage, there is a little island,* called Juida, between which 
and tlie •^ 22 Sf^there is only a passage for small boats. This island 
must be iS't to the larboard, and, after ha\ing doubled it, a 
point of land is observed, called Eraj^Bernat, where immediately 
begins the beach ; before arriving at which is the anchorage. 

At a mile anl a half to the N. N. W. of the island of Coloms 
is Cape Musegne Vives; it is high and steep, but does not go 
far into the sea. To the jp. N. E. of this cape a shoal runs out 
near three quai'ters of a mile, hgving but six fathoms at the ex¬ 
tremity. I'he coast then forms a large c pve, o r creek, almost 
as far as cape Tavaritz. ‘ ' 

This cape is low at the extremity : se^n from the distance of 
three leagues at sea; it has the appearance of three small islands; 
it juts out considelably, and the land raises gradually frum tite 
extremity of the cape. 

Three miles and a half to the W. ope quarter N. W. of Cape 
Tavaiitzj' are the isles and port of Adaia, and the roadstead 
■iof Molins. 

The greater;island of Adaia runs N, E. and S. W.; the smaller, 
which 18 Ae kipper, N, a/id S. 'lAic first is a little mountainovs 
on the ntrohem side, b|t the two others are very level. To go 
into the,^^l of Adai^' ships must make the western shone, 
which il'imled J^ioucous: &is Coast is clean. Thus «U the 
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islands arc left to the iarlxBird, and having doubled that W'hich 
is in die middle of the port, they aifchor in four fathoms, op¬ 
posite the mouth of the creek Molins, which is to the west of 
the'little^ interior island. If they would go farther into the port 
of Adaia, which hardly merits^ the name ot a hatbuur,«T)d the 
mouth which is very narrow, and will only admit small vessels, 
they pass the small interior island, and may then moor in any 
jiart. This port runs iu shore about a mile to the S. fi ; it baa 
scvSr*faibon»s water at the entrance; but at the distance of 
a cable’s length toward the shor^ of Npucous, it den eases 
to three ftthoms. It ha» four fathoms at the moiuh of the 
creek of Molins. 

To the south-east of the greater islafid, at about half a cable 
distance, is another small round island, called Aguila. 

The port of Foiitels is perfectly sheltered, and can receive into 
its harbour vessels of e^ery size^ The mouth is nafiow but clean, 
having from 17 to 20 fathoms of water. » 

There are numeious other cieeks atid harbours on this coast, 
of little consequence to navigators, as none but small craft can 
£ud anchorage in them. 


*-I 

chap. V. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE »OWN OP MAHON AND THE SDBf 

ROUNDING COUNTRY. 

• 

TnHE island of Minorca is divided into four small provinces, 
or districts, called Termims. The first of these has Mahon for 
its principal town. Jls territory is surrounded the sea on three 
sides, and teriiuniuS on the side of the land at Alayor. lU 
population, which is'drom 16 to 18,000 souls, is distributed in 
the town of Mahon; the suburb of Saint Charles, called Ravalle 
Neuf; the villages of Saint JLouis, Biniatap, and about one hun¬ 
dred and forty farms, or country itouses. Mahon, the principal 
town of this district, is at the same time the capital of the island, 
A prerogative which if disputed by the totrif of Ciutadella; this 
rivalship, founded on ridiculous pretensions, has been huittul to 
the general good. 

Mahon is built on the shore, to the left of the entrance into 
the port, and is seated on high rocks;'It overlooks two harbours, 
»nd has a stiflicieiitly picturesque appearance. Owing to its ele* 
vatioU; the iBliabitanta of the town enjoy a wholesome atino- 
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sphere, and they are there less torOieAted jvith musquitoes than ii 
the rest qf the island. This'species of insect abounds dining the 
heat uf the surnmer, and its stipg occasions a greut deal of smart 
and inflammation. 

Several of the rocks which supnprt the city of Mahon, being 
hollowed beneath the habitations,nave a friglitml appearance to a 
spectator, who imagines at every instant the immense fragments, 
.itgjlei'mined by the ocean, falling with a dreadful crash, and 
overturning every thing in their way. One cannot he.l^la*nfe'nt- 
ipg the mdifforeiice o§ the Mahoncse to the dangers’ with which 
they are daily threatened : nothing can be more ii'toi'i.r hing than 
tlie security which the inhabitants of such iiiiraciilously suspended 
tenements seem to enlertaiii. 

The court of Spain has, bowcvi''r, given orders that these dan¬ 
gerous rocks shoicld be blown up; bid, like many others, those 
orders were ndver obeyed. Thus, the wisc.st inleiitioiis of the 
government arc but too often of no < li’ect, owing to the interested 
conduct of a fevi' iiidividtiais, particularly in those parts which 
Ure so remote from the eye of the jovereigu. 

The houses are generally,built with sonic jicatnesj and taste, 
but ill contrived and inconvenient within. Some of them are 
tiled; others have a flat roof like a terrace. 'I’lie materia! of 
which these terracc.s are ftiatle is ^)so used for tlw floprs of the 
apartments: it consists of a very stroiig kiiiti of (dssil cement. 
Almost alf dvd houses iiave vaulted cellars, la digging these sub¬ 
terranean apartments, they find large stones, which are used in 
building the hou.ses. *■ 

The thickness, of these arches varies according to the weight 
they have to support; they are always hegun at the/our corners 
of the space intended to be covered. The method of support¬ 
ing them while they are making is very curious : the workmen 
do not make use*of arched stays^ or propst that the vault may 
be made with any particular exactness, biU- owe the case 
.with which they complete iheir work to theAiature of the cement, 
which serves instead of those helps that in other countries must 
be resorted to. After having hewn, with care, the slope they 
are about to use, they place it where it is to remain, and 
support it in the air with a "simple pole ; they then put mortar 
round thq.joints, kawing Si hole on the top to receive the cement, 
W^hich is kept in a fluid state, that It may spread instautly into 
every crevice. One of the properties of this cement is to harden 
immediately, and to fasten strongly; the s,tone.%being thus united, 
the pole, or support, is‘no longer necessaiy, and is |:emoved 
under another stone. The vault is thus finished in very little 
lime. \Vheu they urc tiling the ippfs of the hpuses,; they rai,S;B 
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on the middle of that p»rt Mhich is to be the loft, a light beara, 
on which is placed the upper ends of'the rafters, while tiie lower 
ends rest on th« side walls. These rafters are placed about two 
feet distant from each other, and are almost always crooked and 
knotty, Ss they make use of^he growth of the countr'^ which 
produces but little wood thV is (it for carpenters work:, 
'i'hf'v do not use laths, but fill up the spaces between the rafter* 
with a sort of reeds, which grow in the island in great abundanfiBii 
much resembles those used in the manufac;^ure of 
cloth. I hese reeds, bound together, a^^swer the purpose of 
laths cxtruiHelji well, and they are ofi great durability. IS ever- 
tlicless, they do not form a body strong enough or close enough’ 
to })laee the tiles on ; these defects art; remedied by spreading 
over them a bed of clay : when this is dry, it is tiled and finished. 
Tlic form of thesQ tiles is singular; they are f/rst formed in llw 
shape of a pipe, or tunnel, a little bigger at one end than the 
other ; they are then cut through (he middle, |f;ngthways, which 
makes two tiles. Thej’ are placed, fitst a range on the convex 
side, laying the upper tile about two or three inches over the 
ciigc ol' the under one; thus .jhe hollow part of these tiles are 
ujiptru'ost; they then put another range witli the conciwe side 
iiiidciiuoft, so that tlniy lock pne in aiiothci. All tlie joinings 
arc i!?eii tided up with the mortar. The roofs have only as much 
slopi as is nccts.«ary to let the rain-water run off. 

'I'he stone is of an excellent quality; it is easily’liew n, and be¬ 
comes much harder as it is exposetl to the air. They are not 
obliged to dig deep for'‘this stone; it is found in gieat plenty 
near the surface of the earth, and is taken out. in pieces which 
they call cnnlons, that are two feet in length by one in width and 
heighth. lliis stone is not liable to split, and is cunscqaeut|y 
well suited for fortifications. 

. Firfi'^stone is also yery abundant and equally good. 

The cement •'dj..rT have already meutioned, is called gmscA. 
It is a-kind of gypsum, of ratlnr a greyish colour; it is of a 
moderate hardness, more or less transparent, according as it is 
found whiter or greyer; it is c.\tracted fiom the earth by means 
of pits dug a little distance one from the other. J t is calcined 
before it is used, and it is tempered in a quantity of water, ac¬ 
cording to the use foi* which it is intdiid«^»s VontaiSt w ith the 
water occasions q violent fermentation, which abates by little and 
little, 

Tlie Minorcans have followed the English manner of making 
their windows slide with two sashes, due sliding up on the other, 
which, as only one half can be open at a time, prevents the fvM 
circulation of the air the frames are frcuerailv loosened iu 



5T. SAVVKDtt’s TBATEIS. 


grooves, and Iiave another great incorrvemaice attending them, 
for, with jever so little wind, tlie play of the frames occasions a disa¬ 
greeable noise; and they are obliged to fix them with little wedges, 
wbkivthey place between the groove and the frame; while there 
are alws^s openings through vihiciy the air finds a way, Vvbicb is 
Tcry uncomfortable in the wiiileii season. 

The Minorcans have adopted the use of chimneys, but the 
.gaeater part of them are badly built and very siiliject to smoke. 
The Spanish hearth is preferretl to them, as it is more ep'W.'itrtiVl- 
eal m a countiy not alloundiug with fit e-woods. 

The luxury of wainscots .or hangings has not ye,* Ai^iid its way 
to Minorca; they content themselves with whitc-washiug tbeir 
tooms, wlutli they also adorn with pictures and engravings. I 
Irelieve farther, that this custom ik congenial with the warm cli¬ 
mate of the country. The naked walls give ^n agreeable fresli- 
■ess, which tb^ islanders prefer to the dtscorations which would 
deprive them of jt. * 

JJvery house has cisterns cut in the rock, and lined with an ex¬ 
cellent cement. I’he water which falls on the leads is conducted 
diillrer by pijies. After the v>‘ins,thcy let the first shower run off, 
which is loaded with all (he dirt of the leads and terrac(>s. When 
the cistern is full, they leave the w'attr some time to settle before 
vsing it. I'o pinify it, they t\ir/jw into the cistciu three or 
four live feels, or sometimes they use a little broom made of 
sprigs of greed myrtle. If these methods, wliicli ordinarily suc¬ 
ceed, be insufficient, they have recouisc to emptying the cistern 
to clean it: these cisterns are gcnerallj' of a s[)h( rical form. 

'i'be jicople pf Alaiion value themselves pai ticularly for 
cleanhiiess and neatness in their houses: one of the priucipai 
«»ccBpations of tlicir st rvanls is to white n the exterior, and to 
seower the stairs and floor, at least once in the week, 

Mahon does nfct contain any pilblic building that is worffiy the 
iiotiee of the traveller. » * -•- 

'I'be governors house, built on the rocks w hich surr^nei the 
port, has nothing extraoi dinary. 'I’he apartments are ot a good 
but so badly contrived that most «f them are scarcely ha- 
¥ifahle. 'fhey have been buijt by different governors, who have 
9iKce.ssiveIy inhabited the mansion, and who consulted only the 
cotwciiiegre of tfec'-'vaeid'eulf. ’ The seci^tary, who has apart¬ 
ments in Uiis building, getoerally'prefers hiring a house for hiur- 
aelf, or apartments in the town, ,, 

The towu-hall is a’small building, having a, ground floor and 
one story; the last is composed of a kind o( vestibule, and u 
brge hall with three balcony windows next the'street. Over the 
jioiit, wbkb has nothing femarJuible^ is placed a clock, Tbere 
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is a flight of stone stops up to tlie entrance, wliicfe^ has an 
iioii gate. That pait of the building which is level with ^*e 
ground, is the prison, and the habitation of the gaoler, ^his 
plat^ of.confincr.icnt is very small, very dani|), and v^ry ua- 
wholesome. Of those who afc so unhajjpy as to Ire ke^ there 
for ever so short a space of time, few leave the ])lac,e without 
rheliniatic pains, or other distempers, very difficult to.be curgji^ 
Tj.is gaol, originally designed only for those suspectied or 
accusetf;*-4ut not condemned, is really a hlace of punisinnent, 
where the s^crings of the |)risoners arc increased by ti)ecr»e% 
and rapacidusn^s of those inhaman beings who have the charge 
and care of them. • 

Besides the parish churrh, there arc at Mahon three monasle- 
ries. The first, of Carmelites, was founded in l/iyO ; the second 
belongs to friars Of thp order of St. Francis, ami was built m 
the year 14o9. Tlic Capuchins'inljabit die third. They settled 
at Mahon in the vear lfi2S. I visit^ the two first of these 
convents, buf found nothing worth describing; the third is 8 
retreat inaccessible to all but the inhabitants. 

Mahon has also an hospital,*which was founded about foi-i^ 
yeais back ; it is exclusively for tiie relief of the Minflrcam^ 
and may contain fifty or sixtj- •patients, who are attended by 
men uudei the direction of a pliysician and surgeon, who am 
paid by the city. I’tie apothecary’s shop is small* and ill pro¬ 
vided with drugs; but the greatest misfortune is llie extreme 
ignorance of the practitiower. The negligence of X'very thing 
that can afl’oid mitigation of the sufl’erings of the sick, is incon¬ 
ceivable. The first that offers himself is employed as doctor, if 
he has the address, on liis debut, to cure a patiAit by leaving him 
entirely to nature and the goodness of his own constitution, his 
reputation is established, and from theneeforwasd he may trifle 
with the lives of liis fi?llow-citi/cns with impunity, and rob them 
at the same time. Those wfio prepare the medicines ordered 1^ 
these p|ktended Esculapii, are not less to be feared, as tb^ 
sometimes add deception to ignorance, of which 1 can give aa 
instance from my own experience. 1 was recovering from a 
serious illness; there only remaitied'a degree of fever, forwhidi 
I was ordered to take ^Rtk. A friend •yjadMSOi^ prej^nt of a 
packet of this drug, of uvery supeiior quality; I sent it to mi 
apothecary to reduce it to powder, and divide it into equal parts- 
My gentkman would not lose so fine an opportunity of getting a 
good name for his shop; be apjiropriatedmj bark to cure his tovva 
patients, and sent, me some in place of it that was good for 
nothing. I was obliged to the generOsky of my friend for'm 
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second supply, or probably I might have endured my fevet fot A 
considerable time. 

Mahon lias no public establishment for education. The young 
«f botli sexes are left to themselves. For ct*tainly a, few bad 
schools'do not merit the name of'seminaries;—wlieie the most 
i^orant srhooi-masters and dionks tcarli as much wrong as 
right in the grammatiiMl lessons of children, and preieml to 
ex|)ltiin the classic authors, which very often they themselves dO 
net ufiderstand. RFist part of the time of tlie class spent m 
repeating, in a drawling tone, the rosary and some £ther prayers. 
This is what they call forming the minds of youtn. either can 
one give the title of scl^ools to those places where old devotees 
teach young girls to read, sew, or knit; all the accomplishments 
they themselves, possess. Alost part of the time is .spent at 
prayers. It >is impo.ssibIe for a stranger to imagine how very 
deticient the people of Alinorca arc of every means to cultivate the 
joiuds of youth, although, the place has successively, and for a great 
number of years, belonged to two of the most enlightened nations 
«f Europe. All that the Alahonese have retained of the 
customs of the English, £onsli>ts in giving a more agreeable 
exterior to their habitations, and in altering their simple but 
characteristic costume. Unfortunately, they liave but too well 
copied part of the vices and fdliics of the nation which they 
took for a model. 

At the time when Toulon was re-taken by the republicans, 
part of th^ inhabitants of that unfortunate city was obliged^ to 
seek safety in flight, and many families took refuge at Mahon. 
The arrival of Hhese new neighbours presented a resource to the 
blunders. They*- might have prohted by the tale«its and intelli¬ 
gence of their unhappy visitors, by offering them, in their mis¬ 
fortunes, nil ho^iourable means of earning a livelihood. 1 ouglit 
here to acknowledge, that the Alahonesfe have not to reproach 
themselves with the neglect of putting to use, in the instruction 
of their children, these resources, as valuable as u|topected. 
But the voice of authority was opposed to tbb iuclinmiou; and 
there are only a few rich individuals who made choice of in¬ 
structors from among these •emigrants, and confided to them the 
education of branches of theif families. 

Tlie .streets of ISlahou are-generally narrow and crooked : 
most of them are steep and paved with flint stones, which makes 
them very uneasy to^fhe walker, particularly when it rains. 

There are not any public promenades ;* for it would be an 
abuse of the term, to give the name to a small walk, planted with 
trees, at the lower eud>of the town, on the straud of the poit. 
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saflors. lifliis edifice stands- in a'V^ery advantageous iituafioh ; 
large, very airy, and foraS'three si^cs ofia haiidsouv’ square Court: 
these eljj-ce sicles are s^^arate btrWin^. The two fatera! sjdes 
are tcnu^iated by two small bOnseC' wiitjh arc dividtid nto sepa- 
•r^te rooms; Hiese houses have ivjyu a small gardeni one o^f them 
is'^ie residejice of the'governor of the hospital,"and ihe'offi.ce, 
fot bhsiuess. In the dtl Vi- is iIk',- apcitheeaty’s shop and surgery, 
and fiiJ^apartmeiits for the olliccrs of health. ()p|W)sitG the hos- - 
pital are two small bi^ldings, where bedding, Jillell7'^^tc. 8tc. 
ire fcepf. Behind’these in anotliPi'7 is into two’ 

Idt^ ro(»ti:s, where bedstjads ajid owei- goods tmd utensils are 
deposited. ^ ‘ . . 

‘ At thetlnie of the arrival of,the Spanish squadron, command¬ 
ed by M. dfi Lai-^ara, coming- irqm Toulon Uftcr its evaeiurtion 
by the. l?tiglhh.i this genera) brought and piiautS here nearly throe 
hundred sli^ipenwiis, . ■ t 'f, ’• 

In^Jl^tal is tl-smp': tlmi^ vveJls dug in the coprf snp- 

ply k. whh Thi; S(ck afdM|vidod into thirtj-f-'is small 

yyards7'each coiitainuig ihirZ/en-dr fourteen beds; hu' iJ.orc is 
yponijenough for twice the number. Kacb sick person has a bed 
to b^^f> a®*! ibcy are dislribiited -according to tlie naliuc of 
tbciP coBapl-aints. A .coveptd gallqiy, supplied by pillars, §ur- 
fpund'ithe building. On the centre of the front is a clock. The 
surgery is. small but convenient; the kitchens, and offices belong¬ 
ing- to them, appear to me to be |fe rather, too small a scale; ac¬ 
cording (o the size of the hospital,'aiid'waht St ve^l ronsoi h-ucus ; 
for example, tlie^e is no bakehqupq. si tasted the soup, bnad, 
wine, §c^ end louuekthem mpelt better thau I expet led. , 

Tins hospital,^ at iStc time^visit^ it, uas almost stiipped of 
every filing. . The JEnglish, in cvafcimfing Miubrea, li;ui only Idt 
there file portrait Of. Coni.iijodore i lairison an<|,Rear Admiral 
{bifeu, vt'iiich. \u-ie placed in one of the wards. The Spa- 
iU8rfii> did not think proper to pu-serve these tw'O paiotiii^. 

Intendant of Bulj^Strcs, <m his ai'rival #t .Mahoitl set about 
t^-p8^1ishhig this hospsl|)|J.' 1 Ic fduud i| without a«y funds, ami 
irpl^cd to a pm sop to fiifnifh the liccesSiari^ fq#)4tlie tije of the 
‘ at a certain inico. • Tyiis htdivifiu^,.y^ hid sup- 

K l-^e^bo'^piiUVfwf'fthe,, last invasi<a| by tfte 

lish, refused to aceJe^ the jpropo^l -AWf s^ 

to piovidp eveiy ihitite fwtp his ovvfl®li-oped;|^^'jpft- 
ut interest for three inoj^pis,. ' Ttie 

This genetoSi^appea^ ih t»e t^be an iiig^kx}^ Wl^lilion. 
^ had bce&,t^decd a r^^CJ^mpIe< 1 #, Mtigu^n^rnt^ ib a' 
nan, wiio h# a c«aaiy d a Torhtiie.tf^thwmMty tru^ surt^siog, 
aii.ciif.vi' tJUl«!ifSw» thus |.Mfiu<f 
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ni some shape or otlier. ■ » , * 

Almost owapshe tlie the hcn^ital, and on'.that'sidc of 

the pott ampe th# i& sipiuted, is a cavity called tlx^oyster 
cavern^ be!p5^ of qoanthy f>l' oysters tV>und there ;^t is hoi* 

lowed out ini' the rock, txpostd to the N. E. and sheltered from 
tlie sun. ■ 'lire coolness of this place diu in® the sprnnier, aapges 
inany parties to make promenades ^ithcr, whert t!5p&^»» 
luniiseV. by the tlsliiug for ovsiors, whiiTjt is generally t^one. by_ 
lipanish sjjpmt n. The woi k retjuircs vl < • of them ; due strips 
and^astilw a^tianuder to’his right Itaud, makes the sign of the 
cioss, recommends hiniijelf to liw patjon samt, and tliVows him¬ 
self into, die sea. He divOs .■yametimes ten or twelve fathoins td 
liiid the oysters by the help of bis Jiammcr, loosens from the 
rock as many, as he can b.riiig up on his left arni; then striking 
■witli his ftfot, he asceuds'''t!b'djejJMirface of the tivaler. .Hiscoui- 
pimion then takes his p|^,, and perforoi^’ tl'.i^ same itianCeuvre. 
They sometimes use otn«^j,i|^ethods!*of .whiug for' oysters : in 
those places wliibh are not®-deep, the fisheriiiah is arched with' 
a long prde,' at the cml of wlrfch & fixed* a kind dfiS^'ert^ ,ih^ 
lower piece of which is steady vvliila the other'part nio^s; it 
put ill action by n^ns of a stiin^, or cord> fastened lojlts 
ti-ieinity. - Tbe filBIrnian pdlls, this cord to lay fast liplel'pf 
oyster which h? has rested oii the under part of jfi'8’'pinceik’:|' ,by' 
tiiis'irethocl lie brings up.'an easier inapner a larger tJuShtity 
than can bo obtained hj^me . first merttioned .melbocf. THesyi 
oyster.s arc of two different imalitiTO, red 5’inj[i white ; tbe first are 
bad, but the last' are exfifeueift. .■ They find «lsp, in. tb^ ■ Same, 
jilacc, a knid of s!iell-^|^;i .^lled .da/es, suppp^''.fronv th(J 
tJre^k word dactyhs, fiM^f)^; .be^j#p#. ofeit^ipim ; tlj^m 
parft^d widi a hammer from the roife, whpdf on, 

a*'levpl."witlf the vvafisr. .I’' -’' . ' ,' ■ 

Oh the second small island is Jbuilt the Quginnfihe, a small 
edifice pftwp'stq^s t: the ;^st of w’lifch is composed of stdre-. 
TOoiiiSv: sbutw^r^plitkai gratings, to air thfi’ihercbuudiijei ■^tiich 
is tliere ^posnld. Tlie Seepnd is dividedinto di'wm's aparipieifttki 
for the. joMdhfidh ofl&d passengers. ' iMit,i^6i:yps 

as an api®ihieut fdr^^e officers of h^lth. 'This 
•ttseciye few gobds,,.»iid'a smallp’esplht the^' 
.Offib hn^^itted ^ho hayie letters of health. . • 

.performing warantiwe aiidiofr near the i-sland*; ';;' 
ilwil'* island, which joins ^the* lai® of Minorca b^ n, 
srHall.aceki@iF,@and, that is almost alwaj-s coycjpsd’jhy tiie' 
is the'Lazimetto* v®et:^j)assengers and mcrchf^ffi^«re d^t"‘'^ 

'IS ■ 
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mitied, ftrri^^. from ‘ s^fi^g-^tacke by 

be plague, of other cpiHagiow 1 ^,siemwefs .’ y '-i '. ‘ ,T.“',i ' ■ 

It is about tvY^tv ireaiss ilnce. thfs tMkblisSfa ^,'^^ ^ 

>ji a,vk::v jarge scale, which piomis«d:*b!^;i.^i»bVaCT|S|B^ 
age that'‘the situfation of‘the port etf f^afeba;o£|!i?^K, 
here was only the tburth pan of li built; ,n?;vefllieh^,'thjijre wiis 
iJrea^ roofti.for a coujiiilerabie qifawfjty ^pfvnieiichitiiidize, diid 
Scc^^^nvAiiro. ■'■ fbr a /.ugc numorr f.-f passeugors- /I'he want 
>f.fui3V'-ii)tei rupiet! tu^vnuk sc'cni] nriies, and' prevc^ini’tliis 
Lazafettb ijoni Lei;.. Aiiishtd, which, 1»a^ the urigin^I.olaii been 
aUlBBly corfipicteri, w niid have bt-ei), cOnlradihuon^orie 

if the m the Mediterraortifi. 

The Ei.gli'-b ttoops dectintd fo,' the Iasi expedition to Egypt, 
raving j- iiud at MiiKuca, lodged in this, haii-iaiished LaKaretto 
it ai; tiirce thousalid men. I'hcy only added' a prisuii to’that^ 
j'jii which was a'lfenuy Luiit by.itliO Sjiauiaids. - 
This esUiblislnhont, certaihly will help to diaw the isiand of 
h'Jihorca from its pr^eot languid Its conip.ics'cial coiniec- 

tions capnot be much increased,..as.it.has no jnodnce to .eivo in 
exchange for tho ■' Kituie.s vrhich they have hoin other coiuitries., 
Nature geenis to have made atijeixls to this island for the want of 
local M'ealtli, by ports, which beitg the iosotl^f every coinuier- 
:itol nation in the Mediterranean, mast necesHBj become to the 
Minpfcaiis a sOpree of ease and plenty, . . . 

Spain’with all her^maratime .p^^essionB, has not a ..siiigld 
Lazaretto. I ler ships Coming from Levaiit, dr from Ame- 
rk;a, when llie yellow fever or phigiit: rages, are dhliged to per¬ 
form quarantine at Marseilles, Lrghortr, or Jt'Jalia. .'1 he Lazaretto 
at Mahon^saves a ceiisiderable iB^tppp^ib commerce ..nd Spanish 
navigati|oa;,.atgriy rah?/it .B ntore that .these simis should 

be expenPded Jn ja ^drt heId%i"g.lo <hc, same’ kingdom, .^T'he 
eslablishiipehhof thk Lazaretto shouid have been acc, An panted “by 
the.circumstance of making the port tree. , H would havec'been 
the mo.st certain means of prh.ventnjg loiia to jphich tlioy are 
shU li^Ie, by the‘‘clat»destihe introductic),n*of. mcrchuu- 

.dize.’ This |irivilege would, af the siim«'.time, flaw .to Mahon 
the h|erchanlindlo, who tiaflic>on this coa.sil. They.might thus 
^ifeensibly ■establish^connpeiee of re-<Txper4attdp,,.o^l&en this 
J^t M'Oultf lie tho'mlfi't'. • • As in. good;j^icy,The firiSoni athJ 
gho'4 oi the people ^re ihe^ true rigltje^pff'a i^iiigd'dj^W 
thhik tlie governmmg^b Spaib W’ouldi^ye t'o’rcgi^‘^:#i^^o 
of'the dhiies wht M B^.dfcducts froni Ihe cdmm&^^^ah' hwatid, 
.whose, comiectipn^ld resources are so cortfiuedr T'heJtILiorcaus 
desire this^ adv^ii.t^r,. Itiif their hopes ar® opposed bf the'rival* 
. ship of thhti^^I^Vh ports wlrich are.jcfeillfeuous; and more Bar- 
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tic'iilaily hy those 6f tlie M^rcaus.. Tlic‘e seltish !ie5‘4'libooTK, 
consultijif? otfij;t!ifir owti iR<ii'i(hnl.iul('U'st, fotgettiti^ iho gene¬ 
ral conveiiieffe yf the #ie^)a ts ot even.nation,,winch .^s the^ 
chiJfefl^ect <irthB erectiofi ofIho La/,atclit) af Mahon, M'Cj^ttling 
in this^cstablishnAt but’lhe or the fleaiiut tiOi ol ilieir tradc- 
INIaliod, asa'fjtc pert, would pu‘-'n!‘ s(H:uiii',(s to iiavigafors • 
(t'liich might iiuiuce them to negh.'Ct thVsc pjneas to wliiol^ they 
iisuaiiv cany their goods, §iid whjch ^uld tHcn only 
llieiii ai rccAikI liand. Fear gave birth to ijie desire of seeing ^this 
pint of alw ivs fuH^ They insist on the speciirus argti-: 

inent, lliat that inoasufe could alone insure them the peaci-abje 
possession of an island always ref'.-.;';!ed*tit)i « yviMilid aye hy the 
powers of the iSoilh; alike j;?«i!oi!s of extending their power in 
the Mediterranean.,; They calctilutei on the feicilitv \\ith which. 
^'l^nor(■il has suct’essivty been subjugulod by the English.tfnd 
the I’leiich, and jrariiciilarly .by*the tirsl of Uiem ; fur whoiii tlrej , 
tax the. Maiioiie.^e. vvitl.i a'n slttachmenj.,bordering on fanaticisiy. 
V^’oiild it j>e bcdieviKl, that ^’'ipoariiiet so fatal to the geiieral,good.i 
of M inoica,. .sIkmiW be eiil'B'rttfttied even by a part d.f its inhabit- 
tiiiis r \\ ..iiid ii i)e believeil^ that the .citizens of Ciutadella hayd.-; 
laid the lolly to oppose - (he, aolicilations of the Mahone;S;..for a 
heueiit, file advimtygt-s (if whicR'flicy would have shared ? Would 
it be. beJicved, lltaTproceedings as ntipalriotic a.s'ahsn'rd,' \yere; 
occasioned liy jealotrdy that'is really pitiable f ’that of antient ” 
(Jiutadeila, which, from, its s^uitioii, has no const'ijiience, being 
idatnied at the i-.iinre prospefl^pf a rival;which would, by means 
of tijo,<e advantages, becortic thecapital'.of the island j a prerbr 
gativc whicli they have coi^fttrUly contended fo?. • 

Could v.fiti and jidictitpljit-dcclamutions present the tiahiral 
effects r< citing from the e&ccUence ^its fqCal sitliatioij, so well 
adapted t - draw thither nii'eschunt^ seapicr% and strat^is, 
waiiki not this city aVvital^ly become the Residence of the prin¬ 
cipal oliic(i'’ot the eoveinnienl, and the scat of the dilfeicht 
tiibbijiMs 'I las rivalship has long ap^icaicd "to me to be a m^re 
which 1 shouM ns;vtl have believed to liave existed, iC 
1 had uot had repeated ptgofs <'T it' from my ow ir pbservction, 
ITovvevcf', demonstration wll eivfavs, in the end, copwince' lh'<^ 
most obslti,t|#te. ^ be jnagistrales of <jSj|iifif'“Wjj.ajie 'at fast luiiled 
to those m Mahon, and ol'* otlicr tnnnictp dilies. 'i’hey, in 1804, 
rcji^we^^^fir joint solicitation, to accelerate the fimshiiig tfib 
lAi*#jrew>f jfcUlpn. mrival of divers .vessels of the Spanish 
kifig, id W'iiji crews by Uic yellow feo r, and 

obliged to perforjfn quaiaiiliiih,''nlj^ishcd Jliem.with a lti\ourabfe, 
occatioB, Uy which they,“have wisely piolited. 

The ravasieliof tins'cbiif^on which prevailed in fxpain, have 
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imlni itl the go^envneiit l^o iiecsssiHrj fynd^ to er>m* 

pU-tt tlHi . die induptsnsibie noce^aitj oi whitli has been 

esiahlidied This rst^hlishuieu* may b© Iwit thty 
ahouin^ut .my iongci detn uppomtwj w® dflSceriipf WyUht 

I'oi d.ml of pjopir can, ’f h.ue <iccn two ^^»rw>us dm in this 
taeaif Ito, one of v iioni « »• a _ ^ni ral otHcii, and di;t>.al tht Utne 
'when tluv lad n.i-on to ic ii tlu Voninuuncdtioa ot the \lHow 
I nisi dtatlis sy)ii^ad tin alarm in dm titv ; and it n is 
with eiriicidts ih It tl <jitt.li 1 laistd on the oira.u n Wejc rn.tui to 
iSiibMfh , , 1(1 tl ( suspicion icHioicd, that tl <> was 

r*us( (I .1 tl < jilh'vv h \Vi. The t.ici**was, ti at tUey had ntjih ct- 
cd stndiii; •v'\ } lnsi< i m, 

Oppe site to the i.'c ol (he 1 aatUo.oiftlie left sboie of the 
poit, li lilt tl \ n ( f bt Chalks, oi the w Ivavjdk , it is iii- 
Uiely mhibiiid tis scttiriap; mtii, who Jnc by hshmst on the 
coasts of th( . id llific is Imre nofiiing woitliv ot iioU, ex¬ 
cept tht bulla.,' .,'whj<li are built k'Uh stoia the tlnce ijuits Of 
these baiiacks, widi the totni.ion house, oi ball,- loiiu i s(|uare, 
wheiea b.'ttahon tan exeitise. 'f'hfesc bin arks ait onaiaoti 
plai^‘and btltm built', tlian tlioae ol the city. Ifti< ait two 
houses/-OI pjvillioiis, lortlif ofheor' 'Hit t biii.Kl s will toii- 
tnmthu* th mtaiiil loot-sojdicis.> The laieli'h fault bihind the 
common hon t, above the shoir 6i the pa', .luothti p-fit, ot 
t>ue st( IV, .1 <1 ibout two lmndie«hfctt lu ltu.,th, vvhtit tvio luma 
c.ittl uiuii inav be i.)d«>( I 

1 la H vjlli IS s,(i)ai''d hull wiprf^Om M.thon to (h< r»>tleof 
fsf C bulls, at pit sent tlu‘u only n tnaiiis the pi let wluit w is 
.sitii/ii'd tills foitfiis, foniitiK sf) futopus'uudci theuuiK • St. 
Phdip. At tilt tiiae 1 visited thi^ tialtle, lu the ^aaitli July, 
Til the vfc?i JhOf, there ouit i«.inafhc«| lh< itibbish tif the autitut 
fortificalioRs, uuij the mulfs holhiwil>d imth r all the i' t* ut oi tht' 
lort.. In 180^, the blow'iuf, iiji ot tin si nnuts wtie l.ui«hed. 1 
Mfiiit thioiigli stteial ol tliein, and tiny gavoint a lomplete idea 
5^ the stieugth and esliut ol tlu woiksJwhicU composed t|te tort 
Philip. AH these mints rninnuihitsited out with ai^thcr: 
outlds, on the sidr nr .1 (he «<a, jfeiiiifahd the ciitiance 
<rf rcinfoict meuts of troops, and ol^i supplies of provisons and 
ummiimiKin. .T he KugU ^, when tlW'y i^st invaded,.lib© idaud 
<if Minoiia, lai'i irsohie works.padhc sca-tade j« lAj^ishiWM 
pBty A lipe propel ly'foi tided, to defend dr obsti uct^llw^^raiine 
of vessels into the pnij, and Cfcpahlacff sustauHitgfa 
only twenty-four pieces pi catjjii^n, which 'w*!t'ij‘'‘^h«!«ty-four 
poundcis, hiotinttcl < u t! t ii ttlfflligt s. *1 hese formed two bat¬ 
teries on the aide next tin* s^a, t|lt! lire of whuli ciossta 
a Ipwci/t^Uodj, tot. Pluiiipet, situaltd on the tight of the pbit. 



POLITIC Alt o.BSfeavAfibiis., 71- 


Itavhlg abov^ a svtt^«l b^tro; anti b^euyg^puatiery of 

tbiir or five tlio water’s bdge. '.It^SkW %c’attefc(i 

berc and tfi^B^^^Wiien^i^ijtie^heaps of balls bu'il bomb* o^ dif-r. 
feretit-Wiiesy'several'pjeces df'«fti!lery out of service. 
tbe se^'eral m^aiWiieSi ©itirely'st^-ippf'ti, and ovcu liucIi -damaj^d. 
Tile EJiiglish, as kooii-as they received orders to give up the island 
of’Miiiorcia to dte Spaniards, sold cvevV llmig, even to a small 
stock of fire-wijod aud coals, whicfi thntiid'abitaiils of 
vallc bought for'almost DOtliing. 'I'ii;' I’Miiait of the grpfTnd, <j«’ 
which wa« th«- aadout fort of St. [*hillij>[-e, is at least a icaguk 
in ch'cunifciw;o. 'i'lie'plan of the court of .Spain .seems to te 
to leave .only a feW'.simple iactcries to yVoteet the csitrauceof the 
piiwtd They consist of SS pj.^ c.s 6f 18 ami C4 poiiiiders, the 
lire of which Crosse.? that of ijie tower and baU.ery of Pliiltipel', 
whicli are on the Apposite-shore. <X all tlie buildings epclosqd 
ia foil St. J'iid'ipp.c, there reinain oply- some .siRaH inagazinek^ 
a bad state, which serve a-s ^ard-hoiisgs to the garrison.' -' Thcatb 
is sliil to be. .set li a ha!idsoi»i,flu:iitefj vvhich is inliabitcd, aelir 
the cove .Si. Stepdien, wdiklK^^c .supplies are brought iib whicb 
an i\e bv .sea. • ‘ * * ■ ; . > 


■ Prom the batteries at St; Charl.o's- begins a carrikg* road, 
which go(?.s titrbiigh the vvholc ic’Ugth of the island, -and eiid-s.',#: 
the dls of (Jiutudeiia. Tiiia' road which is tlie onlypine iu Mi¬ 
norca, is the work of Brigade,riband.; thememorWd' this i'lhgiisll 
governor is pre.«crve<l by an‘.iHSCriptiolR engraved on the ppdtrstal 
of an ube!;.,!. ".liich'StandsgOn UiU road as you leavorMahou. 


At i.he.t'ritie when ,the .English came (o, ,invade hJiuon-i Jb 
1798, tin y made-themselves'sure .o'i^iiieetiug* very little resist¬ 
ance h'uu tl*-e Spaniards ; In fact, they effeeVed their landiug On 
a most inc iveiiient pail of the coast, and where'they, r^bld only 


oppose 


frotn, tftedieighti! vyhich. are. on eiicli side 'this'. 'paKssige, I ’Ihise 
aaysclf been'ea the spot'; wlif.-i c Deariit that the'Englislr, 
'Bumba' was scarcely -three, thou ;r.:d,. entered . vvithcul 
hesistann^'oh the part of a'^'arris-.'t.'i which coiisfetejl of 
lh<id®iiM^|«ajB}f.rd®, n^t fe siiLsde uin.skAst wasiiii^i:; -t!ie:-«ovihnof 
dffiShe elHj^^pitttlaled. ’ ^ 


;'S§V5hfl^^felfticil1ly wpW .whkh the li.sli beesrme posscapeil 
ped^le^'- ready to ;tiii'4uiie everv’ misfortaus^; 
yvitiiout i^iicitJonlt^ to Uie defccLs or i.o'iji .of the tloveninie!^ 
,«eemed'to db.ub] wh.ciher.itlk:.Joss of MjiWrcav'i^Ks occasjvii^ 
■,li0!Oje7hyAheii»!H'.t':vitv' 0 .' -ithd fjlt'jverf!«t;!^isd c-opifiwU»dea 



etr^isoiiit 
f fit tire 




’]^>e j» Iji’doaftl!«.f tjikin|ydnuia<M^ <t[ 

de mun /*r*Nfc 

(usstmtUHtioAf Cftdt tliey 4 (rie uw»s||i«^ »^ 
M^tiliaftian of some troops wlrrr fi bail^foined ni tUe wlaiid of 3r||P 
U’lre inlcution ok iJparii rc ctnwl to ’b(‘ efit ftively to bt' 
at\lrat trnic, to^ epob*« b llitiusdves, of ail isUuti ^ im- 
jpCiita^to their inter ^ts 

‘ r^t the epoch of the rfstitutron of Miuoi ra to tW Spaojairds. 
■Ctsor^inrg to the treaty ot Amiens, ffl. de \ iv 4 si,‘®tneHioxprnoi 
cepeial of the 3 Uear>c wSends m ts ordered to take pos'r^ion oi 
ttw isle. The general, iii his eager pess to evecute his commission, 
Uruuglit It his dutv to snafice to the inttitsts ot his sbierergri. 
gvery coiwideiation of decorutir. He ihfrdbre embarked jii 
ftdMpreliant ^ip^hired attire mpikieirt, and took with bint ibout 
Mr hiuidtea meir of tbe atkrrison of Major c t, iii sojnr ahabby 


ltoat8» It 'v^ouW probably haye bj 
of the Jfetglwli, li th» gene 


ifi lnoi< pi cl riarid, nr the 
bad niaile hr. i, pe ranee, 


'Mne^ecl (hsify by a disteSwf ot *tbe inarints, and lb i landi r« 
Vonid have I^en of ihff same opijtioh. 

'Htr^also ucgictted, aa ioon <is. the tr« atv of pt< \\ is i on- 
cljided, to send lommlssiorjeis tef proteit vith pe 'ilialitirc 
•ipeiy thing wlvih bt longed to toe place, at,d the cJihiidtt po u 
Jb tlie Island, from which neglect,the arstml an 1 li tie iria- 
gaaines were comirletily stnpprd. Tire Jiitgiish adiii ,„i v\rio,o 
duty It was to give pp the Island, bad airradj (|[ri'').ii-».(U*! the 
artillery, and it vsas not willn^nr Tlilfrcirlt} that llip Spaiiisli ' ine¬ 
ed! ob^neditw rpatttutionrThe uiatl!.r ms negot»it<d before 
his dWpdH^jll^^ftfn bSScei'rAho under stood the Cngli la ignage, 
y 4 ho,\wa|t«e'pmiO^,Tal{m,!i to 10103111 tboio until die lystitutiou of 
ifkiml,’ 

;atsenalof.Afahon is built oi^ the fourth of the sajaU 
Tndo^d bir the ucM't; it i<> abnosi circular, situated high 
i the fririit of did i)own with wbicfa,tt communicates by a 
_ .!si budge <itt tlir? side of the island of Minorca'. This little 
i||e hKlnelosed with square»\owers, Ihe arseitalconf 

tarns several afpr for cables^ eprda^; anchorSf j 

to oncfwIoM totev®^ HMDg mi^jicntaf to^ait! ’ 

I auieine cmmnidiidatit ’and the of 

hi iJw ais^i^ The ships care.. 

!,,and laiddownW 
rjps top the puiposO^ arei. 

"^ Iigli to lay alongsiiile of 

itii vessel ^ lalamd it^IiO endi 
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Ae mole, severed boat {leuB^, boiltjan piles, are made use of 
to lay up the lijtle armed Gutters and other small vfiswls* 

. At a littte"distance ijie arsenalj and upon iheshorejp the 

rifilit'O^^lie ppr^’Ure Sttickifbr building ships. The ar|(R)at of 
hfahon is ft this day in the lls^e in which it v^as left bgr tte 
^rglish when it was restored to the Spaniards; that is to say^ in 
a state of the most complete destituticui. A vessel which had 
suffered, whether by a storni or by an eimgement, could 
supplied with the smallest articles for repsir. They are Obliged 
to wait for them from the arsenal at Carthagcjw, the nearest port*- 
The port^bfTSSahon ought,"however, at least to be able to providti ‘ 
.sails, jnry-masts, cables, anchors, pitcl), tar, &c. &c, to supply 
the principal wants of the-service. It is not to be dofbted, but, 
that the Adahonese could avail themselvesjsj’^th facility of the 
greater part of tlie'advfntages which the port Mahon,presents; 

whether by its situation, its size;»or the safety of its harbour. Ma¬ 
hon was formerly a military depot; the Mahpnfte vvere acknow¬ 
ledged as good ship builders; several of the best frigates in the 
service of Spain were launciied from tlie dock-yards of Maboa. 
The works of tlie arsenal enJpfoyed a great number of excellent 
mechanics, and afforded food to numerous families, plunged at ‘ 
this day in the greatest distress, from the want of employ, or 
who were compelled by nedfessity to estpatrifte themselves and 
pursue their habits of indfstry elspwhere. Every thing proves 
that it is as necessary, as it would be easy, to restore to Jldaboq 
its ancient activity., , • 

Part of the arsenal has been used for the lodging of soqid of 
the garrison troops of the island*. If would be*an impo.sition on 
one’s common sense, to believe that the neighbourhood of Car- 
thogena occasions the neglect of port Mahon, which, iw,offering 
advantages, perhaps equal to thq other, has liket^ise utost 

healthy climate. * t " ; , i 

. 'rijp shores qf fhe port Sfabon form naturally a mode, , which 
might be completed .at small expetice. There are bitQt .store¬ 
houses two stories high, the length of this mole, in w|f&ii are 
deposited cables, ma^s, cordage, sails, for die 
ships. Here is also the o^ce of'health and^be custou^-hpuse^ 
neitlier of which offer^apy thing partiqjilar. , - j. 

It is il^t Bgr^t miny years since life iaifesl shifis pf way 
could nj^r alongside the mole, so near as to place a ladder tb' 
the diore f insensibly die eerth has drjfted down thither by tfcsp 
rains. This iucooveuience could be yasily remedied by ptopet- 
machines. * 

There are two different roads to (go up to die town;; 
t^ortest is of an acclivity extremely fatiguii^ ;* iu^either road ffTt 
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r rages capnot be made u^e of, and the njerchandize is transported 
on the backs of mules : it would be d^cult to remedy this ii»- 
conv<^nplu■e. I'he back part of the slaughter-houses is on the 
steep<^-of these mounts, and the iifpod'aird tilth whicb^‘*Teft, 
to run down, adds to the disagrrpabicness of the road, infe|f- 
tion which could be easily preventerl. 

On tliejicights of the^hill which borders tlie. right shore of the 
^oi*i, Si little distance /roin the cape Mola, is erected the Signal 
Tower; objects may be seen from it a great way; and it gives iho 
nitmber and desci'ipifion of lh«! ships ^eu off the hy balls 

hoisted at the foilr 'angles of the tower, and by proper flags. 
This to\\cr has a communication with Mount Toro, situated a 
little far thei’ tow'ards the center of the islatrd: at iright the signals 
arc by fire, whicU. -ye very imperfect, and cas^ to be imdcrstoorl 
by an enemy. ' They cannot afford particular intelligence, and 
are far behind J.he telegraph irl cekiity, and tlicse last were 
established by the ' English on different points of the island ; the 
Spaniards, on its being restored, found them ready prepared to 
their hands ; but, under the,pretext of not kicowing how io wru t; 
them, they had them taken clown and put into the stores, wlieie 
they h;'tve remained to perish. In circumstances like the present, 
when precision, celerity, and seelet signals, were so e-sscntiul, 1 
j)roj)osed the restoration of the telegraph. Ihc^y made less 
objeefiou to the dilliciilly of finding intelligent and trusty people 
for the service leqiuied, than to the expence, althongli, assuredly, 
of little coii.sidoraiion in comparison vvith the use and urtelligeiice 
of the telegraph. ^ 

Tiie rape of tlie Mola iSpvery high land, which is connected 
to the island by if tongue of sand, which it would be easy to 
se|)arate, if it wc.re wished to isolate the cape. 'I’o the north is 
a little Lay ; it isisiinounded on all sides by frightful and inacces¬ 
sible jrrecipices, will) the exception ,pf that part which looks to 
the port of Mahon. The cape of the Mola is very high on this 
side, 'rise English masters of the island entertained the project 
Of profiting by the advantages which the cape of Mola offered, 
to tbrlify it;'but the War with Spain gave tliern too nnich occu¬ 
pation to allow them to do nicirc than think of it. 

In reading of the Cardinal de Retz, one i.s asto- 

Hished at tin; brUliaut descnption'whfcft he gives of the port of 
Mahon: “ Port Mahon,” says this prelate, “is the flnest in 
the Mediterranean. The mouth of it is very narrow', and 
I do not thin Ejtjb at two galleys could pas»”it in rowing. It 
becomes wider'^^k sudden, and forms an obloing bason, half a 
league in lengths Lofty mountains surround it on every side, 
forming »th^re, which, from the number and height of the 
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trees witlv which they covered, tind from tlie streapjs which 
rush from thefti in proid^^ns abundance, display a thousand and 
a pictures, vyj^fchljire, without ejfaggefation, nmfe en- 

chanbujl than the scenery of tjie Opera. Tliest; nu)untai'<C trees, 
and rocks, shelter the port frortk the wind; and, in times of the 
greatest storms, it is always as dahn aj> the bason of a fountain, 
and as smooth as ice. Minorca also ptj odiices morc,mc.at, apjl_ 
other provisions necessary for supplying 'the shipping,* ths.i Sla- 
jorca does of pomegranates, oranges, and lemons. In this de¬ 
lightful |i'.xv.i!«..'n'e ail sorts «f game, and ahjpl^nce of fish.’' 

It is a pity that the Cardinal de Retz, continuing to give scope 
to his imagination, has not given the jlictiire of the palaces, edi- 
iices, arsenals, and teinples, 6t' the city of Mahon. Tlie Iiappy 
Alinorca would h^ve doubtless keen much ore admired thau 
those famous islands \tliich were the delightl'ul abodes of Circe 
imd Calypso. One can only rament that so n;iany writers have 
alike imposed on the credulity of thopublic. Of the imhieiisc 
iiiimber of descriptions in travels and voyages w hich are daily read, 
two thirds are the productions,of the fanciful imagination of au¬ 
thors who have depicted, with great effrontery, the riches, man¬ 
ners, religions, costumes, and jgovernments, of couutrie? which 
they have never seen. We ,punish w'ilh justice, the man who, 
taking advantage of the ignoraUte of the buyer, sells tinsel for 
gold. The daring falseholds of autliors appear* to me equally 
'tieserving of reprehaisiort. 

The villages of Biniatilp and Saint-Louis, depending on the 
district of Mahon, offer no intcrestiug particulars to engage the 
notice of the traveller. On the feast df St. Louis theCe is, in the 
village of that name, a small fair; many of the inhabitants of 
Mahon and tlie environs, go thither on parties of pleasilre. 


CHAP. VI. 


BISTEtCT OF ALAYOE, MEECAJJAL, AND FEREEIA.-.. 


At 


i’ the distance of eiglrt or nine miles to tlie east of Mahon 
is Alaybr, the chief place' of the second, district of the island. 
This territory is l^undcd to the W. S, W. by the sea, and to the 
E. by the district of M ahon; in other parts it is surrounded by 
the districts of Mercadal and Fererias. It is said to be eight 
miles iji length and seven in breadth. The population, which is 
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Supposed to amount to aboVe 4000 so^s, is distrijbttted in tlife 
little town of b.orough of Alayot, abd :|p ^bput “ll!^ farms, or 
'counfiv habitations. Alayor iS situated ilbe left of tljiu-great 
road wnich goes from one end to ^he oUier of the island, and 
about a mile distant. This totyif, which is the next most con¬ 
siderable to Malion and^Cintadella, is situated on a hill. Ibe 
bSiwses are well built; Kut the streets «c narrow, crooked, and 
ill p^ted, and very Miguing to foot-passengerS. The parish 
church of Alayo.;^is of Gothic architecture, and shears to be 
very ancient. The.?cv are but few welfs in Alayor^'^om there is 
ho want of cisterns, the waters of which are fresh and wholesome; 
4 n advantage which is possessed in a superior degree by the 
whole of this district. 1 went to see the common-hall, vvhi'ch 
presented nothing Velbarknble: 1 saw tlierc the portraits of the 
Counts Cifuenles and de Lannioiv, this lash, who was lieulciuinl- 
general in the Iveiich ariny, died in tlie island of Minorca, of 
which he was governor, ii'i the year 1702. lie was buried in a 
chapel belonging to the parish of Mahon : an epitaph in the 
Latin language, engraved oh plack marble, is emdiaccd in the 
Wall abpve Uie sepulchre of this general. This marble was j)laced 
there by Order of Louis the Fifteenth, in memory of liis ser¬ 
vices. . 

The first building which attracts the notice of the traveller on 
entering Alayor, is a church, built with hewn stone: it is of 
very simple architecture on the outside ; the interior, like the 
other churches is ornamented with paintings and sculpture; 
anjong the omanvmts of the latter description, are distinguished 
the works of a scnlptor,*’who, without any master .but bis own 
natural genius, or other models than the imperfect w orks of his 
own coimtrymen, has sculptured several altars which have con¬ 
siderable merit. There are sotne*statues of his in w'ood, as large 
as life; the proportions of which are exact, and the attitudes 
natural and easy; he wns^ well acquainted with the different 
orders of architecture, and excelled in the sculpture of the capi¬ 
tals; his taste was besides excellent in the orpamcntal part, the 
fruit and foliage. 

There is at Alayor a little well-constructed barrack, wlffch can 
contain frtfn 2tttA:o '2S;^‘men, and if asstiredly one of the best 
garrisons in the islata^ : , > 

infirm and^ckfy are received into an hospital;, which, 
though of no cou^er^We size, is sufficient fm that part of the 
population of Alay.br. In' general, the ijihab?.ants of Minorca, 
and above all, of M^ahon, consider as a calamity and do- 

|;radation, m the greatest indigence, 'the necessity of seek¬ 
ing a refugeli afl liorpital, which presents them eproforts of which 
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they are deprived of ^f'oir Families. ' It is less offun- 

ave to their delicacy to go into a prisoh, and though for some trivial 
fauk; £!jdy, be Jitingled the greatest miscreants, t^hid oc¬ 
casion to witness this sihgrtlifritjf in the charactei of tlie Minor- 
Cans ; one of these islanders rtiadc a lonnal complaint of me to 
government on this subject. ThrownVinto a dungeon, he had 
falloii sick, and I used every 'etideavoiir i get him removed ?i'6tn 
so uiiliealthy a place to facilitate his cure.' It was in agitation to 
remove hiui to the hospital of the town, he might have 

received every attention irecessary to his situation. This deter¬ 
mination, which i was in hopes wouid be a consolation to the 
islander, threw him into an excess of grief, which would cer¬ 
tainly liave increased his malady if I iiad not given up the idea, 
and allowed him* to ^rcluru to his miserable • bubitatioii, to 
cucomiter the risk of wanting ^very thing, or of receiving only 
assistance from charily. To determine a Minorcan to go to the 
hospital, he must actually have no otlier place to go to. It is 
dilHcult to understand to what this ridiculous and fatal delicacy 
is owing ; for these unfortunate beiugs_^ often expose theinselvca. 
tf) the risk of perishing for want, tlie victims of tlieir ptcyudiccs,^ 
I can more easily conceive tlnsir avt '/sion for domestic servitude, 
above all with strangers, setdug isido tlie amour propre, which 
prevails generally in the character of islanders; They do not con¬ 
sider servitude as a situation that leads to any thing; and in that 
they are nearly right. A j'oung man cannot hope to marry if 
he has not an independent business ; whilst his fortune depends 
on the caprice of a master,* it is at best‘but precarious; 
thus it is v¥ith dilliculty they fifid a voluntary servant. I'his 
branch of industry is reserved to the Women only; thifey are in 
general but bad domestics for .strangers unusej} to flie Customs 
of the place. • 

Tlie inhabitants of the ‘country can scarcely be persuaded to 
call in a physician until the last extremity, and often not until it 
is too late. I should not blame this prejudice, if it proceeded 
from the fear of falling into the hands of a quack, who would 
bring them to the grave, and not •from the ap|)rehension of in¬ 
curring an expence, the sparing of vi Ipch might jost ihcir lives. 
In reflecthig on the situation of the country people, aiW on what 
concerm tlieir health, an idea occurred.to my mind, on which I 
have aflwhys flwelt with particular satisfaction. Why, I ImvBt' 
said to myself, ah^ndou entirely to nature the most valuable part 
of the people? Why should not the ministers,.who have the 
care of the souFs of their parishioner#, occupy themselves with 
watebing over their health; tlieir functions leave.them plenty of 
Ici^e, and they could eipploy tbetnselves to advantage in ob- 
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taining the first principles ol a science whkjt would enable them 
to arrest the progress of distempers that bfet^me »ncurable only 
from K‘'slect. Should these pastofs blush at resembling the 
heroes di Greece, who, hi the tumult of armies, cultivate and 
exercised the sublime arts of Estulapius and Machaon ? Would 
a virtuous priest, pouring the balm of the Levite upon the 
wounds oHiis brother, l^e a less interesting picture than Achilles 
Ibindiiig'up, with his own triumphant bauds, the wounds of the 
fallen hero at hr. aide ? Would Philoctelus, cured by the divine 
hand of Alacliaon,'^ITesent a mon- tcwching scciie-^u that of 
the fatlier of a family iccciviiig life from the pastor who gives 
him his blcs'smg. Authors, w ho arc as much esteemed for theii 
zeal for the public good,' as for tficir knowledge, have given in 
iheir works, bearitrg'ihe seal of humanity, thp fust olcmcnls of 
medicine : it i.s there pul within t|io reach‘of the most miinform- 
ed. These valuable sheets should be affixed to the brcviaiv of 
the country. 

. Without the'parish, there is a convent of Coidclirrs, founded 
in l6C3 : the chinch is grand, and of beautiful piopoilion ; the 
‘inonas^'ty is inclosed in a square coui t, and around is a < loister 
covered with a gallery, 'Ilie library contains only woiks of Theo¬ 
logy : it consists of a heap of scholastic reveries and legends. It 
is, hoviever, what the luouk.s arc most eager to shew to stran- 
gers. 

Travellers w ho stop at Alayor, without having some friend, 
or at least some acquaintance to ofl'crH.hem them the civilities of 
hospitality, take Wp their lodging, as in all other towns and vil¬ 
lages of the i.slandj at an iniR called Casa de lley^ whicli has 
very bad acctinnnodation. Tliere are only dirty, nuserablc, 
truckle beds; and the whole of the provisions consist of eggs, bad 
cheese, onions, Aecrable wine, ^iid brown,bread. These pub¬ 
lic bouses, uiidci the inspection of th« bailiff, are generally kept 
by a Spaniard. 7'he poor host, in a warm country, wbeie pro¬ 
visions soon spoil, and where they are seldom troubled with 
visitois, only keeps in the house such victuals as he thinks he 
cannot lose by. it is great goqd luck if one meets with butcher’s 
meat, fowls, or.game, piovidcd by the landlord for his family, 
of winch he iflSOs a voklntary sacrifice, and for which you pay 
y;ery dear. And besit^,' at this plaOe,' as in all Spain, the inn- 
kcepets ehnrge exorbihi}iUy for every article; but here ta^vellers 
ought to complain ikSS'of this than in those countries where the 
governnu nt providesej^r their accommodatioi/l There scarcely 
arrives at a SpAnirii iiin^ in the course of a whole year,, a 
number of UsavcJh rs who.vpciid sufficient to enable the inn¬ 
keeper, fromiill pioiits,to pay his tent, and furni&li maintcnatice 
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for himscitf and family; therefore impositions will always 
.practised, unfortunately for those who are compelled to submit 
to them. , * 

I 'recollect an atlventure pif a Spanish officer, who ws& joiir- 
neyitig through a province and#put up at one of these inns. 
Wfien the time of departure came, the^host presented his bill: 
an ill-dressed ragout of meat, which wcs tlie only dish that Jiad 
been set before the officer, was charged it sixteen yjiMtr<>3. . It ■ 
was useless for the traveller to remonstrate, i^nust be paid ; 
though it s”^i 4 iU)tod to alrnpst all the monc^i^^ad about him. 
The poor officer conlinned his j'ourney, as desirous of having 
his revenge, as he was mortified at the*trick played lum. 'J'\vo 
years afterwards, chance led hhii through the same village with 
a strong detachment of his regiment, lie not fail to recol¬ 
lect the place whore lit had been so shamefully" treated. He 
visited this same inn with his clbmpany, and ordered a ,plcntifiil 
repast for all his peojile. 'The imikcujier, who had totally for-, 
gotten the officer and the adventure, set a profusion of victuals 
before them, and waited on tl^em ^vith the greatest attention. 
The refreshment over, the officer asked for Itie bill, but with- ^ 
out looking at it, presented the host with about twenty^leiice. 
He remonstrated, and refused *the money, biit he was obliged 
to accept it; for the odds were now against him. “ Take it 
said the officer, “ 1 paid you two years ago foi* the dinner of 
to-day; and I pay you to-day for the dinner you set before me 
two years ago.” The iiinheeper recollected his guest, made a 
low’ bow with a very bad grace^ and retired, muttering a Ihou- 
sand maledictions against the oflicer and his coSipany. 

In the vicinity of Alavor there are some clftmps of trees, hut 
the cartli is so full of rough and pointed stones, thatwalking is 
truly painful. There is, howover, one place •whither one can 
go to breathe the air with jrleasure; it was as inconvenient and 
rough, and consequently "as little frequented as the rest of this 
small canton; but an English officer, who was much beloved 
by the soldiers, profited by their good-will, and had the ground 
levelled and clearcil of the stones ; it soon became covoicd with 
turf, and shadowed by oaks always green. 'I his place preseiits 
an agteeablc situation,,where one is sheltered/r-ujr the heat of 
the sun, aiid not incommoBcd by the humidity complained of in 
other cotmtries. 

Abotit two miles frotri Alayor, on the joad froni Mahon to 
Ciutadclla, is McAradal, the cliief place of a district, vxhicli is 
eleven or twelve pilles in length, and eight or nine in breadth ; 
bounded on the north by the sea, joining w'ith the ten itqry of 
Malign to the east, and reaching to tlie west as fiv as tlie village 
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of F4r4rias, which belongs to the district^ -^The entire population 
of this canton does not amount to more Aap two thonsand souls. 

Mercadal derives but little advantage from being the chief 
place'Wf a district; and being sitttat^ in the center of thfvirfind, 
and on the most frequented roa(j’^ the troops halt here as they 
go from Mahon to Ciiitadella, or return from the Inst place. 
Travelleis are not so vvell accommodated here as in the other 
villages ot the island. yTlie inn, or Casa del Rey, is miserable : 
it is gonerafl} customary for travellers to carry their provisions 
with them ; and,^!f,>i- a trifling sum, they may obt^a reception 
in some private lioq.^.. 

Mercadal is not well Vuilt; the houses are very low, and re¬ 
semble huts, which shew {flainly the w tetchedness of those who 
inhabit them. TIus village is situated in the most unwholesome 
part of the isle. The people are subject f^o very obstinate fevers, 
■particularly during the heat of summer; their counteiianc(?s .shew 
tfie insalubrity of the air,they breathe. One cannot behold the 
ijihabitants of Mercadal without being struck with the dillerence 
which distinguishes them from the other islanders. 'I'licy have 
something hard and forbid(ling*'in their physiognoiny. This 
‘species of ugliness is more particularly remarkable in the women. 
"J’heir ill health may be partly gltribuled to their drinking the 
■well-vvater. There is, however, bt the end of the village, a 
public cistern,, which is filled by thp rain Vvaters. To procure 
a sufficient quantity, they have erected above the cistern a biiild- 
ipg, the rooi's, or tops of,which slojje tdwards the interior part 
il> the form of a funnel. This precaution docs not prevent tlic 
reservoir fioin bdng often dry in'sutnmci, when it laius but \trv 
seldom. The stojets of Mercadal are narrow, v,indiug, and 
rough, being ill paved and uneven ; nothing but being iletaiued 
by bad Weather jrould induce a tiaveller to stay any length of 
time ip this village. 

The parish chmch is the only public edifice : it was falling in 
ruins, and the devotion of the inhabitants woulfi have erected a 
new temple, but the vrorjc was began and was suspended for 
want of means. 

About nine miles to the east of Mercadql, is the village Feio- 
rias. It conl;ginjs nothing, worth describing. It is distant about 
a gun sbeff fi out tile great road, wliieh runs llirough the island 
lengihw ays. This vrtl a^ is so ill built, and so poor, that it is 
a loss of time to tuin^,tSrof the road to See it. flow^vor, there 
are quarters w Inch eaQ^^tain two hundred men, and there is a 
small bouse for th ejSlm cers. The English, by whom these 
qiiarters Were built^JlTO a detachment always here. The Spa¬ 
niards do riQt'^ee{»’'wy troop.s at this place. The teniiory of 
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Fererins may be ten tniles in lengtjj and four in breadth, in 
the widest par^ It is poor, and less cultivated tbSn any 
other spot of the island to this last circuiiisiauee is owing 
the a'...;'.t,dance of game in the canton. There arc, jlJow- 
ever, to be found liu'ge tracts <^f land, wliieh invite the cul- 
rivaUif to labour: the people, natuially indolent, are from 
day" to day impoverished by the monks, who are'inaiti- 
tainoil in idleness at their cxpciiee. If the poor injiabitanc 
of this part of Minorca bad any encoarageinemi^nie would 
soon rouse from the inactivity in which h^,v(if?guishos, and 
the island would become*eiincljecf*by th^oultivaltun of so 
mtieli bind, now lost to the countrvi , 

On leaving Merciidtil, the traveller finds himself a little 
distance froiii, and almost at the loot of Mount Toro. 
'I’his mountain, thv,highest in Minorca, shews its lofty head 
in the middle of the island,•which it overlooks on every 
side;, it is in tiie form of a sugar-loaf, on a base of several 
miles in cireuml'erenee; the ascent *is by a crooked path, 
and lull wf stones. This road is protected on the side where 
is the steepest declivttv by a Vail* of rough stones, wltich 
they have left broken down in several places, and chitmy i,n 
the highest and most dangero»is parts. 1 must acknowledge, 
that I could not tielp entertaining some sensations of fear 
when 1 looked from the precipice, down a pi.irpeudicjttlaE 
hollow, to a frightful depth; and where 1 was not more 
than a loot distant from tiie edge. 

When arrived at the summit of the Mount Toro, the 
traveller is rewarded by the Varied scenery of the whole 
island, with a most extensive prospect.# The mountain 
s(’rves as a beacon to navigators who make the liknd of 
Minorca, and who would entgr its ports, "l^he air respired 
tm the top of MounfToro is the most pure and wholesome. 
The whole of the summtt’is occupied by a convent of Ag- 
gustins : this monastery is extensive> and is not wanting in 
accommodations. I went to see it, but there was not atjy 
thing very worthy of notice. Tlte monk who accompanied 
me, did not fail, on our eniranee into the church, to dr^w 
my attention to a sort of hollow grotto in the^rock, set in 
tlie wall of one of the’chaifjels, on whioh wa^ rpugh^ sculp¬ 
tured the figure of a bull, discotcriug, by butting with its 
horns, the image of the Virgin. My conductor gave me a 
long and tiresoing history of this miracle, and assured n»e, 
in the most serious manner, that the mountain had thence 
derived its n.ainet I 'look particular care not to attribute the 
oi igin of the word Toro in his presence to Tor, which, in 
ST. SAUVi-,liR„] 1, 
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of F4rerias, which belongs to the districts ;Tlie «itira population 
of this canton docs not amount to more than two (hoitsand souls, 

Mercadal derives but little advantage from Iteing the chief 
ptaceV/a dislrict; and being situa^ in tbe center of tbodshmd, 
and on the most frequented roa((, the troops halt here as tliey 
go from Mahon to Ciutaclella, or return frooi the lost place. 
Travellers are wot so vvcH accommodated here as in the other 
villages of *hc island. The inn, or Cam del Ret/, is miserable: 
it is generaffj .'ustomary for travellers to carry their provisions 
with them ; and,'\t'r a trifling sum, 'hey may obtajjj,a reception 
in some private hou^'. 

Merradal is not well l uilt; the houses are very low, and re¬ 
semble hills, which shew jflainly .dic wietchedness of those who 
inhabit them. Tlys village is situated in the most unwholesome 
part of tlie isle. The people are subject t^o vet'y obstinate fevcr.s, 
■particularly during the heat of sufamer ; their coimlenaiiccs .shew 
tlie insalubrity of the air they breathe. One cannot beliold the 
inhabitants of Mercadal without being struck with tlie dili'erence 
w'hich distinguishes them from the other islanders. 'I’iicy have 
something hard and forbid'ding'‘in their physiognomy. 'I'his 
“^pdcics'of ugliness is more particularlv remarkable in the women. 
Tlieir ill health may be partly gttribuled to their drinking the 
■Well-vvater. There is, however, lit -the end of the village, a 
public cistern,, which is filled by the rain Viaters. To procure 
a suflScieiit quantity, they have erected above the cistern a build¬ 
ing, the roofs, or tojis of which slopes tdwards the interior part 
in the form of a funnel. This precaution does not prevent the 
reservoir from b«ng often dry iri summer, when it rains but very 
seldom. The streets of Mercadal are narrow, winding, and 
rough, being ill paved and uneven ; nothing but being tletaiiied 
by bad wlJa'ther ^would induce a traveller to stay any length of 
timp ip this village. ■ - , 

The parish church is tbe only public edifice : itvpas falling in 
ruins, and the devotion of the inliabitants vvoulfl have erectetl a 
new temple, but the wprb "was began anfl was suspended for 
want of means. 

About nine miles to tbe east of Mercad 4 l, is tlie village Foie- 
nas. It con^nj nothing^ worth describing., It is distant about 
a gun shefl; irom fiie great road, whieb run's Uirough the island 
lengthways. This village is so ill built, and so poofuthat it is 
a loss of time to turn out of tbe road to ^eeit, HoWg^er, there 
are quarters w liich camcopta,in two hundred nien, and there is a 
small house for the Wflicers. The Englisfi, by whom these 
quarters were built, bad a detachment always here. The Spa¬ 
niards do jicep any troops at this place. The territory qf 
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J t'ierins may be ten toiles in lengtji anfl four in breniTtb, in 
tlie widest part^ Jt is poor, and less cultivated tbttii any 
other spot of the islapd : to tliis last circuihsiauee is owitig 
the a'.,aM,dance of game in the canton. There are, jllow- 
cver, to be found large tracts ^f laud, which invite the cul¬ 
tivator to labour: the people, naturally indolent, arc frout' 
day’ to day impoverished hy the monks, who are mahi- 
tained in idleness at their expence. If the poor injiabitant 
of this part of Minorca had any ent'ourageinim<i^''ue would 
soon rouse from the inactivity in which h^^s^uishes, and 
the island would become‘enneheef by thrf^ultivalion of so 
much land, now lost to the country.- , 

On leaving Mercadal, the traveller finds himself a little 
distance li'om, and almost at the foot of Mount Toro. 
'I'his mountain, tliu,hi:^>Iu'st in Minorca, shews its lofty head _ 
in the middle of the island,*which it overlooks on evet;y 
side: it is in the form of a sugar-loaf, on a base of several 
miles in cireumfcrence ; the ascent *is by a crooked path, 
and full of stones. This road is protected on the side where 
is the Steepest cleclivilv by a Vail* of rough stones, winch 
they have left broken down in several places, and chitwy i,n 
tlie highest and most dangerocs parts. I must acknowledge, 
that 1 could not help enieftaining some sensations of Igar 
when 1 looked from, the precipice, down a p^rpcudiculan 
liollovv, to a frightful depth; and where I was not more 
than a loot distant from the edge. 

AVhen arrived at the summit of the Mount Toro, the 
traveller is rewarded hy tlie Varied scenery* of the whole 
island, with a most extensive prospect.* The mountain 
serves as a beacon to navigators who make the; tend of 
Minorca, and who would enter its ports. The air reapired 
mi the top of Mounf Toro is the most pure and wholesotne. 
The whole of the summit*is occupied by a convent of Au¬ 
gustins ; this monastery is exteDsive> and is not wanting in 
accommodations. 1 went to see it, but there was not aify 
thing very worthy of notice. The monk who accompanied 
me, did not fail, on our entranee into the church, to dri^w 
my attention to a sort of hollow grotto iti the^rock, set in 
the wail pf one of the*cha|jels, on which wairpugh^ sculp¬ 
tured tbeiigure of a bull, discovering, by butting with its= 
liorns, the image of the Virgin. My conductor gave me a 
long and tiresomg history of this miracle, and assured roe, 
in the most serious manner, that the mountain had tlience 
derived its name*. I 'took particular care not to attribute th®. 
migin of the word Toio in his presence to Tor, which, ia 
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the Arabian language signifies elevation, certainly the most 
aaturil and probable etymology. I could .not help, at the 
aayne time, entertaing the inelancholy reflection, that the 
jniflisters of our religion too frequently impose on-tfie cre¬ 
dulity and simplicity of peo|)lc. 1 e.ist my eye- aUcr- 
-wards on a vast nuniber of ex-vntos, uitli wliieh iIjc < Lapel 
is covered. How much to he pitied are the uiiiuippy ix ing'-, 
who gp daily to afilx to these sacred walls the iDomniuoit'. 
of thcir*’^..ith, and the trophies of the superior crattiues': ct' 
the monks, most severe and paintu i jm' ar* 

made to MouiiNroro: *1 have seen men ami even wome!, 
make the journey wi/lt hare feet; I have even seen them 
carry their devotion so far, <is ff> aseond Ute mountain on 
their knees reeiting slowly ibcii rosaries. Surely these prac¬ 
tices are not less absurd with ns, t)vni^t1)e r.nslerities of tiie 
Bonzes and the followers erf M aliotiiei. 'I'he last do no; 
pay for their'absurdities, ami jtlie liis-i never fail to lodgc- 
in the hands of the monks the tributes of their folly, in 
which consists all the difl’crence. 

The English had btiiit d telegraph on tiic summit ol 
M&nt 1 'oro; it communicated w ith all the oiliers placed 
■on the different points of *i,he island. J am sometimes 
tempted to wish, iVom its aiAantagenns position, that the 
convent of the Aiigustin.s was tratiiformed into fortifled 
barracks, where uiigbi bo kept a suflieienf force. Erom this 
post, overlooking the whole idand, they could descend 
rapidly, in case of attack to any given point wdiere the 
enemy mightf attempt a bidding. 

Six miles fram Iviount Toro, towards the rtorlh, i.s Port 
FomeJs; it describes a large circle, cd'wiiieh the mouth is 
very narrow', jind is to the nortli. This port is well sheitered, 
and can, in some part.s of it, receive flie largest vessels, Ijui 
it requires a perfect know ledge of the soundings; there are 
shoals even in the middle of it: the difliculty of going in is 
still more increased by the squalls which come from the 
mountains and hills forming the passage. The entrance is 
defended by a small fort,- built upon a point to {he right of 
the harboiir; it is square, constniciqd of freesstonc, flanked 
. with fvjur baitions, and As mairy eurtains, with a wretched 
moat, without exterior w-orks. 'llie rooms ayu maga-zines 
occupy the interior of, the square, 'fhese buildings are 
vaulted, and above it formed the rampart. When the Eng¬ 
lish took Minoica, dnere was a chaiieP in this fort. The 
barrack-masters ordinarily, tlie sutlers of the detwsh.- 

laent, changed a tavern. The fire of this fort is sup- 
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poriecl by that of another, construoted with numbered pieces 
pt' wood, and whiclrvvas brought tVoin Ltnidon. It is erect¬ 
ed on H sinj '! isiaiul at the end of the port, and opp.dSite 
the rat 'ih This fort has Uvo stories; the first serves to' 
toue I'le g.-.irlson, tlie second iftcul in battlements, orrhther 

por, -:itile-i ItJi a ii Mery of four pieces, of a large calibre 

\ : r this jiori: I it" castle tlioy liiivc dug a sid^'Wa- 

■ • .'.t oh'ice, vvlucli serve's < 0 ; a inagaziuc for pows^flr; atltl 
'■ .0 > also a, cistern Bo'.aies these two sri^rfr forts, the 
Ic. "'a soi' ■; hich ei ’-•* i>,‘ nine pieee^; there is, on a 

‘ " •ft' inouih oi ’.in [lor? on the lef^a tower mounted 
.)!, .... : 1 jifceii ponu.'lcr on a swivel*: wiieii I visited these 
• • ■ i fonnd ’liciii ; 0 -oluTt !y defenoclcss, and only saw 

i cesoiartiiierv, ii- • irn nnii'd. The English had built. 
M I • ot thc'Tt.'Ht t't'Mici, a .smali hospital, with from 

Ms i'V.rtv bvti'. 01 to (.< IS for aboiil sixty men, and rooms 
.1 the cDiam.iiidaiu .un! i.Uiceis. These edifices which were 
i -.- tmu’h o:;i oi •.■■■n-i.: ;.! c tniic. the island was restored to 
''ip.;i iai'.:'. 1 !>m a appearani'e desci led. The gar- 

■ s i'; -•! .. ■ iiiiantry and ttvo gunners, corn- 

ursndc'l hi ' 

On ht' tig.'i: !'ie o*ri it a little village, or rather 

.:! ii.'oiih ' hili-iiili' il /w ii;-h‘'i'u)en. The Port of JFor- 
!ie! uot.;lii lie rcndc!i .'i .adv.iiitiigt'oth.; to coinniei’cc aud uavi- 
'ttation !i! place of (he hi.t-; of the lishi'niicn, there might 
(le iihiit, in a siiort sp.‘ie<^ of time, coniuusdiotis dwellings 
snei ivai'cluiuscs, wiici'c ihe t.iici'chi'.,'!f I'.iglit deposit his 
) i-, liic i.daiii-K'r b.'s ..i' Iran-, .iiul flic iiuiriner his 

■ 1 , . al stores.* 'i ill i’oriot b'oi ncl ungiM he*iiiadc of utility, 

■ itiuMit Lhiag an ihjiiiy lu that ol' Mtil.oi;, '.vliich wofild al- 

VI ,'i.vs pfosfss SU51CI :oi^ tiilvau! ages. • 

To the norcii-west of Miircada! is Mount St. Agatha, it 
towers above a quantity of siiiallcr bills wliicb surround it. 
Tiie scenery logeliier piesciiis a vast laiidseape of rocks, 
steep and barren: the traveller feels, at sight of the picture, 
al once admirattoii and triror; his reflections arc led to the 
caitse.s wlii. i, have occasioned this desert state of a part of 
the i.sland.. In coralrlciiiig the assO!nblage,,of «noyntains, 
■whicii appear one vast rodk slript of verdure, his imagina¬ 
tion rceurs to the time when it was fertile, and enriched 
with tri.s s: und plants. 'I'lie soil seems to have been, for 

ages, tarried flown by the .successive tfains in Lite plain be¬ 
low ; peria.hj vioietit earlht|uakos may have accelerated the 
phencra- na. I'lie eniruii-: ot liic mViuniains arc, in fact, 
£0 be Seen thiough the chasms, and present onVy a heap of 
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rubbishy and of broken pieces of the rock- If nature, how¬ 
ever, seem here bp have spreud forth her ruips, she display s 
herself pith all her beaut}' on the opposite side; with what 
^delightful emoti'in docs the iijUveller turn his eye from a 
first scene, to the delightful |t;indscape of fertile vallies, vine¬ 
yards, and sloping hQls in furrows made by the plough of 
lb« peaceful labourer, or ofl’ering their rich verdure to the 
bleatiri^dlocks, 

A natufairit, in surveying the mountains which surround 
St. Agatha, tvT?hobscrve a peculiarity iu the ^rin of one of 
the lesser ones. • 'el consists eutirely of a naked rock divided 
into several beds berried one on the otlier, and whicli arc 
not parallel to the surface of the earth, but which form an 
angle of more thtin thirty degrees with the horizon. This 
siugula-rity seems to contradict the opinion of [tliilosophers, 
who pretend that tin' dift'eretU particles of matter of which 
the earth is composed,precipitate themselves iu the manner 
water evaporates, act ording to their respective degrees of 
density, and that they have formed a]l over the globe regu¬ 
lar and horizontal beds. May the ijiclitted directioti of 
the Stones which compose the little mountain in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Saint Agatha be attributed to some change 
which has happetied sitree the dtlitge ? 

It is not an easy matter to get to the summit of mount 
Agatha, the only way is by an ascent cm into the rock in 
the way of stairs, of which thes steps arc gigantic. The 
mules climb up, however loaded, if, however, these ani¬ 
mals are used'to ascend, sure footed as they are, it is pru¬ 
dent to walk on foot. These steps are, in several places, 
•wet the springs, which niiikes it very slippery and dan¬ 
gerous in maiyy parts. , 

The summit of mount Agatha presents a little plain of 
about six acres. It is the residence of a shepherd and his 
family; he has a dock of sheep which are nourished b}' the 
small quantity of herbage to be found on the mountain 
and its environs. O.t the heights is built a small chapel, 
dedicated to Saint Agatlra. ft is a pilgrimage which the 
women ar^ eager to muke. The w^lls of this chapel are 
sdorney with figures in waxj silver, and wood* the monu- 
ments of miraculous cures. Saint Agatha relieved ^he diseases 
pf tli^|;e!i3t. Eyery saint here, as elsewhere; is specially 
gifle^%y the credulity of the people and the address of the 
prie^^ for the cure, of paj ticular maladies. 

Th| mount bt. Agatliu was formerly one of the most anr 
cienfe^lnilitatiy posts of the island. It is npt to be doubted 
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tliat the Romans prefixed of so advantageons a position; 
the Moorsj masters of Minorca, foriitied'mount St. Agatha, 
;ind there defentlecl themseives a considerable lime, aSter 
their coimtryinen, vanquisl 5 fd in difl’erent combats, were, 
comjiellct! to abandon sill the either fortresses of the island.. 
The ruins at present in c.sistenee of thf ancient fortifications 
<lo iiot slii'w !in epoch more remote tiian that of il^edojayr- 
uion of the Moors. These fortifications were irra^ftSfar as 
the ground •n which they were raised. On,^^^ summit 
was a Ion vvliieh could ho^d otit after the oe-i.rorks had been 
t.aken, and is composed ol‘ thick walls,tanked at regular 
ilistances by towers. In the lower part of the summit are 
dug tvro immense cisterns, which are yet entire. These re¬ 
servoirs are consirueicd of a kind of cenieht moulded in a 
frame, and ihe inner part |)liii.slered with a still finer soi^t. 
Armstrong, in his history of Minorca, say-, that these re-, 
si'rvoirs contain two millions one hundred and ninety thou¬ 
sand three hundred and eighty-four Paris pints. 'I'he cal- 
eulaiion appears fo me a little exaggerated. 

It is not far from mount ^t. Agatha to Adaia, a farm 
vvhieh deserves particular notice. It is situated almost on 
the sea-shore of a little port it) the east of mount Toro, it 
presents, on this side, a plfasant amp-hitheatre, whilst dn 
the opposite, it is surrounded by mountains, •riie summit 
of these mountains is continually stri[)t of soil t-jirried away 
by the rains, the slime of whieli, depo.'itcd tit the fool of the 
hills, produce in the vallies a prodigious fertiliu’. The 
mountains protect the farm IVo'in llie north v\1nd ; however, 
this part of the isle passes for tin wholesoiii*, and they attri¬ 
bute, with reason, the cause to the exhalations from the 
mar,shes formed by the rain waters vv.hich stagnate in the 
liollovvs beneath the*mounlains ; it would be ea.sy fo reinedy 
this incqnvenicnee; It would not be more difficult, nor of 
less utility to repair, or rather to make the roail fiom JSIrdiott 
to this part of the counirv, from which it is only distant 
pine miles; although this journey is so short it is a painful, 
and even dangerous, in some places, ptulicukirly in the 
winter, when the weaklier is bad. , , 

The gardens belongingAo the farm of Adaia are fery fer¬ 
tile; euluvated with care, and produce every kind of fruit 
and vegetables, the culture‘of which has been , intro- 
tltieed. The vines, orange trees, anc^ pomegranates succeed 
better than in any*othcr part of the island. I’he MinoreanS 
.set a particular value on thi' water melons of Adaia. One 
of the great advantages pf this farm is that of fciaving in U»e 
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vicinit;^ a v€ry plentiful spring, whicfi supplies at pleasure 
water ior the gardens, and which helps not a little to givt; 
Jthe^fruits and vegetables of the farm of Adaia, an acknow* 
ledged superiority over those oti-the rest of the island, as in 
the other parts they are oblidjiljd to make use of well water, 
which makes the wate,' Lng more laborious, and not s» com- 
ph^c^ , • 

TiTertrxpre some well shaded promenades at Adaia, and 
where, durftguhe summer heats, one breathes 8»ith pleasure 
a refreshing bi^iw.e from the sea, v'hich is very, pleasant and 
agreeable: Adafii^nas also the advantage of a small.port, 
where the amiisement*of fishing may be had amidst land¬ 
scapes of a beautifully varied perspective. 'J’he entrance is 
concealed by the. iiuermediale lands towards the north. 
Tliis port resembles a river; its banlo are'covered w ith ever- 

g reens, which bend over the \fater that rcllects their foliage. 

hfortunately, rocks apd shallows make this port u.seless as 
a place of anchorage. Thus there are to be seen only small 
fishing boats in the iiarbqur. 

The situation and real utility of the farm of Adaia makes 
one itjgret that the proprietor, who is a man of taste, does 
not eiijoy a fortune sufticient'^to afford the means to profit 
by the bounteous gifts of naliirc, the oxoellenl qualities of 
the soil, and the advantage of plentiful springs of water: 
with such means he could presently transform the humble 
farm into a most delightfui residence. A traveller might 
then indeed with truth make use of the words of cardinal 
de Retz, in hfe de.seriptioii of the port of Mahon. The 
stranger who is«entciiainetl at Adaia is charmbd with the 
amenity and sweetness of disposition belonging to the cha¬ 
racter pf the ^jropvietor; iii« addition^to which excellent 
qualities, he possesses a prol'oupd erudition with an en¬ 
lightened mind, that, in the judgment of tlic intelligent, 
gives him the first rank among his fellow citizens. 

A narrow Cape septirates the port of Adaia from another 
small anchorage, called the Molin; where the English 
landed in the year 17<)8. * 
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litSTRlCT OF CIOTADELLA, 

j.^T the western extremity of tite island INTinorca is 
situated the town of Ciut*ideila. It is a short distance 
from the sea shore. The port is small, and at the end shal¬ 
low and marsliy ; it is a kind of nurrSw canal with rocks on 
each side; the entrance is tliftlcult, and can only admit 
small vessels, and those arc oficii much disabled at times 
when the cross windsI 3 I 0 W. To the right of the entrance 
is a large round tower, built by the English, who placed 
there a telegraph. This tower is pi*otecte<i by a platform, 
on which are two large sw ivels. 'I'liis sort of fort could at 
most only prevent the entrans:e of a privateer. 

At a short distance is the church of St. Nicholas, 
held in great veneration among seafaring people, vrbo 
go thither on pilgrimage. .They have hung on the walls 
eome shabby pictures, representing the dungeys to which 
they have been exposed in the course of their voyages, and 
their deliverance frotn which perils, they piously attribute 
to the intercession of Saint Nicholas. This religious cus¬ 
tom is very ancient, aiul may'.be traced to sa,-very remote 
period. It was practised among the Gre^s and llomans, 
but often, n8t content with hanging these representations in 
the temples, those who had made tlie vow, wore them sus¬ 
pended to their nepks, and thus presented I0 the eyes of 
their fellow citizens the history of the dangers they had 
escaped. Horack alludes to this custom iu the fifth ode of 
his first book : 


“ Me tabula sar-er 
^'btiva [juries iiidiLit .avidi* 

.Suspeudi se potcrui 
Vestimi'taa iriiiris deo.'^ 

On the shore to the left is anollter tower, on which they 
hoist the signals to the ships in the offingr 

The city of Ciutadcllu is sinroundcnl by a wall, part of 
which, on the side next the land, is tl'.e work of the Moors. 
It is very high, and has been well preserved /or near six 
centuries. The more modern uart consists of a rampart. 
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seseral bastions and curtains built with hewn sfonc- 
JJcar the curtains the rampart is narrow ; tl»e bastions are 
broad; part o.f the moat wliich they had begun to dig ih 
tlie rock is deep; there is ulisoilo be seen tlie beginning of 
the parapet of a covered way. I’hese works, abaiuioned by 
the English, remain tin an iinfini.slied state. In ea-ses of 
die garrison of fiintadclla, incapable of sustaining a 
siegeT^^^Syt necessiirily fall back into fort St. Phillippo ; but 
now that fortib'eations of llie castle are entirely de¬ 

stroyed, tbe ti^t^is whicli might be found at (iiutadeliH. 
would be ohligetlHo capitulate almost witliout resistance. 

The wretched IbrtiScalions of tiiis city were besides strip¬ 
ped of artilleri', at ibc timc*wbcn the English broke with 
Spain, and suddenly began hostilities. Tlieir s(juadroii- 
having sent llieir ciui.^ers to the sboics of Miiiorea, justilied 
itbe fear that the island would be iiivadi’d. 'I’liese tears were 
strengthened by the e»i[)ture of the Ciastile regiment, sent 
from Uarcclona to aiignient the forces of Minorca. 'lb- 
Conveyance of the iraivspoi|s with the troops fioiii Jhuee- 
lolia directly to'^Mihorca exposed them to be taken ; a sun r 
wa/would have been that of Denia, in the kingdom of Va- 
leiitia, making use of small Hoats only, wliich from the slum; 
seeing the whole of the canal, with the island of Ivica, 
might have*taken advantage of the first I'avourablc moment 
for so short a course. They would have passed from Ivaa 
to Majorca, and marched tbe !i(fn[)s tVoiii ibis port lo^Mc'.i- 
dia, froin whcnce they could reach Ciutadella witboui dan¬ 
ger. They have tried tliis route, :uul in spite of sevi-rai 
English cruiser?, tbe troops have successively arrived. At 
the Uine. %e Castile regiment was taken, there was in tije 
islatid onlj^^lw; regiment ofh’ori:!, of about seven or eight 
hundred men.capable of rakiiig.ihe field, and a battalion of 
a thousand or eleven linndred men,,taiigcrs of Catalonia, 
almost entirely composed of recniiis drawn put of prisorrs, 

, or sent into the reginienl as vagabonds. 'I'lic importance 
of the island of Minorcii required that tlie garrison should 
be ,composed of well-dise’iplined troops, and imt of soldiers 
Whose^ inexperience Made them of .no service, and wliosc 
morals at the same time wetu ndt such as to inspire tiny de¬ 
gree of confidence. By tlie attention of the cbnimauder 
and officers to parfert this corp.s, it is now sufficiently disci- 
plincdvand is kept iiwcry exccltent condition. Picssed by 
the fear of lili«,ylanger, they haslcd to ]Mi Ciutadella, if not 
in a state tO '^tain at fcghlar siege, at least (lapable of re¬ 
sistance in»c.ase of a, coup clc niuiir. and to keep sufficient 
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force to be able to sent! succour* to the other points of tlie 
island, Thc^ are repairitig, though imperfectly the for¬ 
tifications, and have placed in batteries on the bastions 
fourteen pieces of eightee^i and twenty-four pounders, and 
two mortars. The garrison,"which scarcely amounted to 
lifW men, was increased to four hijudred. Tlmy had pur¬ 
posed to form a small fortified camp under thy vva^ij^oC 
Ciutadella, whieh would liave protected the ^itp'oTthc 
place. This ctimp was to serve as a |•ctrejj(^<^n case the 
troops should be obligee^ to go onr, of thf city-; ;ind in this 
camp tlicy pro|>osed keeping tiie chief [i*frt of the stores and 
jtrovisions. 'I'he oxen, slieep, horses, ;ind mules designed 
to tiiinsport the baggage, tind ■ammunition, and for tbe 
service of the artillery of tbe ftield. Happily this extrava¬ 
gant plan was ntn tuloptcd. ft wtis easy to judge that this 
camp would have been takeh without any trouble, or sur¬ 
rounded and couii)eiled by ftiuilne yj ejtjtiuilate. 

Since the demolition of the famous Fort St. Phillipe, they 
seem to have entirely given tip any cndetivour to make de¬ 
fence in the island by walls and ramparts. The woilts 
raised by the English, at the, entrance of tlie por| < 9 f Ma-* 
bon, were nothing beta forttfied line; all tlie batteries of 
wliicli could only serve to hinder or retard tiny eiilrance 
into the port. They h;id preserved some of die works, hut 
tlic Spaniards have so destroyed tlicm, that the little forlik-' 
cations wliich remain ar« only ii lew luitteries. 

The defence of Alinorea seems not to allow any other 
than an open camptiign, or an affair of posft.' 

The ishnid is covered almost every ^vliere with little 
mountuiti.s, or lulls, forming biUv,ecu tliem narrow valiies, 
whieh run to the sea-shore.. The small number of plains 
arc intersected in ‘every direction with enclosures of low 
walls of dry stone. At ilte time cd' hostilities, they had only 
one single road by which artillery could be conveyed. This 
road goes from one end of Minorcii to tlie other ; from the 
batteries of the port of. Alahon as far as Ciutadella. The 
Spaniards have now made two others; tlie one from the 
city of Mahon, which readies beyopd the villii,ge St. Louis, 
near the sea-.shore, eastward*; tlie other begiuoin*^ at the 
same point, and ending at the small bay of Mesquila, near 
Cape Alola. . 

i'lie shorc.s of the island form a. great number of small 
bays, or creeks^ lA'berc a landing might be effected; but to. 
get into the interior of Minorca, there are mbny difficult 
ways and narrow passages, where the enemy would easily 
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br stopt by the troops prcnpving the heights. The <)r;i5 
and most essential disposiuon for the defeiice|.of-Minorca^ 
is tojilace the troops, in tiio tno.-.t favourahle situation to- 
wiove with expedition to those parts ol the island where tlie 
enemy might threaten a iant'.'iiig. Tills situation is the 
center of the islaiul. The troops might be placed on Mount 
Toro, at bereiias, MeiYaidal and Alayor. iSlount St. Agii- 
tha“^« a post of importauci', and they would be near 
enough to ^.g^'vent it falling into the hands of the enemy, 
if the}’ slionId M greed in landing, and gaining ground on 
this side of the is^tid. In the c'ouise of the iiiontli of 
May 180.>, the Minoretyis were called to arms, on an oe- 
casion which served to jirove the truth of tills obseivation, 
and the necessity of iiHing telegraphs in the room of tin? 
defective signals noW e,uiploy(.;<l. Oiy; morning a signa* 
was made on the coast of the island, a short distance fron.'s 
Cintadella, of a sijuadron being in the ofiing, tlie mu- 
iKjRuvres of which indicifted an ailempt. 'Iho intelligene. , 
conveyed by an order sent iioiii ('iiitadc-lla, did not ;iiri\i 
till five o’clock in the cvcil'ing.’' Ail the garrison receivict 
■orders,to liold themselves in readiness to inaridi. Abon'. 
lour huiulrecf men of the regiment of Soria departed ir. 
soon as possible for (fiutadilia, where there was at that tiine 
only fifty nicn,. From Mahon l(i is reckoned at least cigb:. 
long leagues: before these troops could have possihiv ar- 
rivi'ii, there is no doiiht, but thatjihe enemy would havf. 
had time to land and ])ossess themselves of posts, from 
which it would (*iavc been very diflicuU to dislodge them 
with troops latigped by a long ami painful maivh. 

With the exception of three or tour Immlied men, ot 
which number the garrison of ^Cintadella i-unsisls, fifty oi 
sixty at the PoA Foitiels, and some small detachments ed' 
three or four men on dill'ereiit [ibiuls of. llic island, the 
wlulle ol the united force of M Inovea are centered at Ma¬ 
hon, the Kavalle, and ftie batteries of the jiorl; that is to 
say, atone of the extremities of the island. There also are 
.all tlie field artillery, with all the amnuiiiition and proisioiis. 

The total force of tlie island, at tlu‘ time ol my depar¬ 
ture, comdstcU «f ;5,K)t5l foot .soldiers of the line, .l,.-iO(,i 
rangers, 500 cngineei s and miners, and yO horse seddiers, 
in all 5,190 men. The daily service, iiududing the garrisons 
ol Ciutadella and I^rnels, and tlie small detaehnier.ls, em¬ 
ploys about 700 men; The remaining 4,.'jy0, from wliieU 
may yet be deducted .100, besides those whf> are sick, pri- 
s»ner.s. and rccrufta^ make tlic w hole tlispobuLlc foiee of 
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tne country 4,090 men. The tr»ops are good and, well dis¬ 
ciplined. • 

Cavalry cannot be cm^iloycd to advantage in a country 
where there ttre no j'laiiis* 'tfhus the service of’ the horse 
soldiers is reduced to carrying orders to the several posts of 
t!ie island, and c'onv('ying tlif: cofrespondence when the 
couriers, coining from Aiajorca and the contwicjj^r***r» 
ohiiged lo go into anr other port than that g^'Mahoti. 
However, they have been forced to rei'iirn'i,^’* this cavalry 
with horses hy a reqiiisiyon from those cf the islanders, as 
the horses they had weie iinlil for servif-e'. 

'I'he island is sutlicienily provided with artillery for the 
ramparts and the field. Tiu'y iiave added a certain number 
of nudes, as well lo eenvey tlie aininunilion as for tfic ser¬ 
vice ol'tlie iutille’ry. in which they are alternately exercised. 
Minorca has rcc/nved I'roin*Spain a large quantity of war¬ 
like stores;, ’i’he niagai:ines are fiirnished with spare arms 
and tent;; to encamp the troops. I jiereeived, with regret, 
(hat they neglected to make ll^ein previously acquainted 
with tlio interior, and the dilFerent posts to be occupied ii^ 
fiase the enemy should succeed in advancing into tlie'island. 
Once only the governor ordVred oat the garrison to be re¬ 
viewed ; tlie troops took iW heights in the vicinity of the 
hay of jMes(]nita ; they placed themselves in (ft-der of battle, 
Eitd some platoon firing comprised the whole of their nni- 
ntentes. This ex-(‘rcisi^ or parade, w'as perfonned in the 
presence of the governor’s wife and some other ladies. 1 
thought tliat 1 was rather a spectator of so*me holiday pi;o» 
cession thiftr of a nulitary evolution. • 

The government of Minorca, and consequently the pre¬ 
servation of tliis iinportantMsland, is confided to a briga¬ 
dier of bis Majesty^s forqes. The jiresent commander joins 
lo a high sense of honour, virl les and social qualities, 
which cannot be too highly csteeinjg|. It is to be wishedthat 
this govertior was invested with an authority' which w'ould 
place him out of the power of interferences and oppositions 
from the ditferent administratidns, which hinder and of’tea 
destroy tlie force of Jiis operations.* ^ ^ 

There are four diifereflt quarters to lodge the troops at 
Ciutadella : the first is built near the gate of Majorca, and 
is bomb proof; it can conlain three hundred foot soldiers : 
the second, on the parade can lodge an hundred and fifty 
men: the thirt^ .small distance removed, holds an hun¬ 
dred and twenty, ^pid the fourth, thirty cavalry. 

There is no hospital but that of the city, •which can re- 
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ceiw as rhany as two humVred sick. But at CitUadella, and 
Ht Mahon there ard houses rartre enough, and riie convents, 
whioli in lime of need could’l)c igado use of- to lodge tlie 
troops,, and as hospitals and inagazines. The English did 
fiot fail to make use of these Vesonrees when the island of 
Minorca was the jdne^ of,j|;cndozvous, and for taking in 
revisions for their squadrons in the Mediterranean. 

TheTHticsion of the governor of Cintadella is built at the 
foot of a mfe.ion which overlooks the town. It is large 
enough, but veiy^regular. The Ijitrhen and other olhi cs 
are level with tlie-giound floor, '1 lie llrst story joins and 
is on a level with the rcinparts, which I'orin an agroeabk: 

f nomenade, from whence may 4)e seen part of tiie island, a 
arge extent of sea, and the island of Majorca, ahont ten 
Je,agues di.stant. The interior of this Uous6 is ill contrived, 
«nd at the time 1 saw it, wfls almost without funiiluie. 
There is a garden belonging to it on one side of the parade 
fcurrounded with high wail>; this garden has very liiiio 
Care bestowed upon it, particularly now the govenunent of 
Cintadella is given to an officer of siibultera rank, v, ho 
cfertairfly has not the means of affording the necessary ex¬ 
pence which a pis>iK=;r csHltivatibn would require. There is 
also a chapel in this hotel, hut i't is not used. 

The princijVal ciinrch of Cintadella, w hich is at llie .same 
time the cathedral of tlie island, is Iniill in the center of 
the city; it is large, and has a stjiiitie town-r, tcrniinaled by 
a spire of hewn stone. At a dislaneo this octagon steeple 
has a pleasing cfTecl in the p<'fs|!eciivo of Cliiladelia. It is 
said that this eluiK-h was built near the time that Alpliotiso, 
tlie king of Arragon made the conquest of tlie island, in the 
year 1287- Tht^c was a (.■iithetiral cliurcii in the year 4JH, 
pnder the emperor Honoiins, whcij (.'intaciclla (at that time 
called daninon, from tin uaino of a Carihagcnian general, 
who was said to be the^oimdcr) was the see of Si. Severns, 
the bishop of Minorca. 'J'lie present church was ])iobably 
the foundation of the first. It would be diffieuit 
|o^ay precisely at what epoth : above the gate of the vesi? 
Ilibule is tlje following iiiscription, dated J^OO. 

ACl. IIH). lUS . EtTdE. CORSA. 
J’REVELIA. QU1. FO. OF'ECIAL. 

BE. MANOHCA. LO QDAL. 

FASSA! BE. SOA. BIBA, 

A. BIJ JOLIOL. LA,NI).- 
j^pccLX. DOC. BEo. Cali, 
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BEJLECTt^lfS ON CHtJBCtf BNMAL. 


This epitiiph informs us;, that- »n officer employe^l at Mi¬ 
norca, whose? name was John, a native of Corsica, was in¬ 
terred in this, church tht^ 1 itl^of July 1S60- This m?>ow- 
meut, in other respects l »llef incercsiinsr, serves at least to 
mark an epoch of tlic antitjiifty of the cathedra! of Ciuta- 
della. On the south side of the clAiii-h aro; a considerable 
riitmber of sculptures cut in the rock. There are^tijWy* 
oilicrs ol^the same kind williout the walls of tlie,;.rf5'= these 
Eneniorials seem to inc to belong to the lime s'f'tbe Moors; 
«,s ibc ciinstians have few a long time bc^n accustomed to 
dcjioslt their dead in tlic cluuchcs, hf tvbicli it appear* 
that the iutideis I’.ad the advantage (?f us in both reason and 
prudence. 'Flic Christian custom, which has often been the 
< ausc of iat;il effects, is continued iicre through the obsti¬ 
nate blindness ot*t!ie»faillifnl. How then cari we reproach 
those who have preceded iP;, when we ourselves in the 
I'tiu ua aib century persist in tlte lyactice of the .same ab* 
Si.rdilies t 'i'iic temple where liie islaiuKirs go to oH’er up 
tiu'ii prayers and praises loathe .^linighiy, is changed into 
ii place infected with catUiverous exhalations. But the good, 
JM 'jorcaas are persn.adcd, that their bodies being deposited 
: the loot of an altar, assures, or at least facilitates, the 
CM ranee oi'their souls into ilie abodes of ihe blessed. The 
Kn dolk and friends, who come to viao r with their tears the 
stones which cover these graves, carry away but loo often 
the seeds of a distempt;?, which soon hastens them to the 
same st'pnbdirc. Ilow inaiiy examples of sudden deatli may 
be imputed to the opening ot these pestilential repositories 
oi' the dealt. 'Fhe evidence of cx'poricncC not yet pre¬ 
vailed over ridiculous enstoin and mistaken esedtnily. Has 
the poor man, to^wliom fmtuiic has denitd ila means of 
(lep.ositing hi- remains iq the sanctuary, less rigtu to hope 
For tiie uiercy of his God, than the rich one covered with a 
jnailile monunicnt, wliicli merely*Iranstnits to posterity 
his iiaine and lire date of his ilcparture from this life; W^iil 
the gieat man, who, under gilded roofs, has passed hisdays, 
.spun out by the hand of pleasure, days wliieh has pro¬ 
duced only to Itis feliow-croaturcs the s\veal,of4lie,lnovv and 
unavailing tears, will he'appcar before his judge with more 
confidence itian the imforiiinale being wiio has eaten the 
bread of biticrnc*; in the bumble hut which served to shel¬ 


ter him from the seasons ? Forgive: me reflections so fo¬ 
reign to my suj|>j«et, aticl which would come better from 
other pens. Fxpciiienee has, howeVer, dictated legnlations 
which prohibit iniermenl in the churches; fcnt what laws 
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will not, fanaticism and w.vicy cliule; 1 have Avitnesscd a 
etrjking instance of this truth. In ,i convent at Mahon, the 
moilks sell to the vanity as v.cll a?>io the devotion of some 
persons, tlte vaults a{>pn>[)rii(V?flthemselves in the cloi¬ 
sters. These friars have t,!u' eluded a wludcsome law, by 
a speculation as revoltin;!; to decency as to propriety ; and 
’iiRaw^ljyiitanuc to heap carcase on enreast' in their church. 

'I'lic ts caused tiieir dead to be buried wiUionl the 

TV,alls ol tii'^^vjjties, and in the fields; they even burnt the 
bodies and prerserved only the It is not am<ing the 

ruins of the, tempFel'that flic sepulchres are still to be sem : 
these tombs, creeled bf the hand of {'iety and of gralilud*', 
wliereon are read the funereal Inscriptions, «lii<th bring to 
our recollection the heroes of antiquity, and those groat 
men who carried to the tomb the rvgrcit of their fellow 
citizens ; “ but ihese were pagb.ns,” is all the answer tliat is 
. to be got IVwn these tiKuiks and fanatics. 

Tlie Augustins have a convent near to the port of Mahon; 

' the edifice is grapd, and t,he c|inrcli is ornamented with a 
.dome ; for the rest, there is nothing remarkable. These 
-monks maintain sometimes public disputations, the suhjeet 
generally as absurd as the jargon is barbarous; for example. 
Did matter exist before form, or form before m.atl* r.” 
This is one df the ie.portant questions they most gravely 
disonss, and their conclusions are just as wise, Tua propa- 
ti'th) non esf nvn, ergo cst faha; what initcrablc logic is 
this! ^ 

Beyond the p*orl of Mahon is another rnona.sfcry, of the 
order of Saint Anthoav. These monks aic fich ; their 
church is small, hut liandsoinely oniaincnted. 'riic garden 
is tlte greatest titiriosiiy, as it‘is cultivated in the quarry 
which supplied the stones with vvlycb the cemvent is built. 

The Franciscans have also a monastery in the interior of 
the town, tiear the parade. The building is large, hut irre¬ 
gular. TJieso monks occupy themselves in the service of 
■fhe public ; they have an apothecary's shop, where they 
eel 1 to the people those dru'gs of which they stand in need, 
and a se\jooVfo^ tlu? inseruclion of children. ' 

At Ciutadeila is .a convent of ntiTis of St, Claire, who pass 
the tedious liours in weeping for their sins; probably the 
tin of quitting the.v/orld, is that which 'is most seriously 
itqientcd by many of these virgins. 

The city of Cintadella contains about hundred 

houses; some of iheni tire very haudsa-jlc, but in general 
ihg streets are* narrow, crooked, and badly paved. There 



ftie piazzas on each side of llie nj^icipal street, whi^h, with 
the cloisters o^', the convAls, sfryc i'or promenades wiien 
^he wither will iiqt pernlit wilkint^ out of the city. The 
district of Ciutadella inay^ i^out ejevt'n, miles in length,, 
and five or six in breadth. It eintains neaiiy a hundred and' 
forty farms, and the total ponulaliotudoes not exceed eight 
th( njsand persons. In Ciutadella is tlie residency; 
bishop of Minorca, and the houses of most of tl!e*ftubility 
of the country, which are'the only remaitts ’Its former 
pre-eminence. ^ 

In the environs, to the norlli of Ointadclla are somew»fU 
ciikivated gardens, whicti produce i« abundance all sons 
of fruit and vegetabl(?s. • ^ 

111 the vicinity of Ciiitadella is a very curious grotto, 
which is getierall)* visited by travellers, iioinare ineutions 
it iu liis iDictiouary of Natural Hl-.tory. It is situated two 
miles to the south of the city. I'hi^ grotto is ludiowed by 
nature in the rock ; the entrance is narrovv and dilHeult, hat 
it widens at once as you descend, and by the ligiit of ham- 
beaux may be discovered otRei smaller gvoitos*, wliieii all 
coimiumieate with the large one. 'I'here distils fioi?i the 
roof of these grottos a water,-wliich is so impn'giiiited vvitll 
vitrifying matter, ihtil it fortus an infinite nninher of stalac¬ 
tites of the Colour of brown sugar-eaiiflv. not fet v tratispa- 
rent. These petiifaciions have a tlionsand different forms, 
'i'htre are some not thiclicr than the quill of a pen, while, 
others are of considerable size. The whole forms a number 
of columns vthicli seem to su|jpori the vtiulted roof of the 
groUo. OiMi* may observe the giadiition»;uid progress of 
these pelriliealioiiiin manv plates arc : cen liuje capitals 
which descend from the roof,^'is if' to join lh<jse'bases which 
rise from the ground lUiderneaih, ns the water peirilies 
which falls from the root* iu other places ; the spaces be¬ 
tween the capitals and the ba^e,-. are iilled by the shafts of 
the columns; some of which :ue regular enough, others 
very inqjetfeet, and seem to be of tiie gotliic order : in slioi t, 
the whole lorms an enormou.s mass of large and siindl pil¬ 
lars, adhering one to tlie other. Tb^ floor of lUc cavern iS 
covered with petrified mwttc«- of eonsidenililo tlnckness; 
this curious grotto is called “ ixt Cova Fcrella.” 

Tiierc is a iieigldfrouring cavern eontairyng a kind of*k^ 
of salt water, whjjch makes it probtjjle, ihiit it has some 
communication W.th the sea. 

On the wav trf caverns, there is found, on the sea¬ 
shore, among llie^ud, a great quantity of small pieces of 
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red coral. The fishe^^qgpn frequenly drav^ dp with 
their uets whole branches pf wl^ic coral, bs^t bfiiroly ever 
anj red. The fragme^tts wj^iicli ?,re found, on the sbnre are 
probably brought thill^er by ,'he^A’aves, at those times t^hen 
the sea is roiigli and tl e wind westerly. 

The Hippocampus, (which the natives call the sca-horso, 
.k- vj| rv ^•oiniuonly i'ouncl here. The Stella marina arhd- 
resce«??<.s also often found, but dlueh damaged by beating 
against the''.'Qcks. 

The land in this part is barrel? and without any of the 
usual producliou's uf eultivatiou, but it abounds in fossils 
and slieiU. 


cllAl^ vnr.‘ 


CI.IMATE, CtTAXlTTKS, AND rROOrCTlONS OF THli LANBS 
AM> COASTS or TilE ISLANl) OF MINORCA. 


A HE climate of the island of Minorca is not so mild apd 
temperate asttluit of the neighbouring islands. Situated at 
the mouth of the gulpli of Leon, Minorca is not like Ma- 
jorea sheltered by the lieiglit of tlyi mountains ; litis island 
consequently ex[)ericnces all the severity of tiie north winds, 
wiiieh frequency blow with gieut violence. Oti the northern 
shores of the isliiid the power of these winds tmay be ob¬ 
served, the shores .'uc broken and uneven in all llial ptirt of 
the isle. The trees and plant,s do tiot thrive, and ail bend 
cr incline towards the south. In tite w inler, altliougli snow 
or ice is rarely seen, yet the cold'is nevertheless severe, so 
that it is necessary to have lire in lire apurlmeiits, and to be 
warmly cldlhed. The autumn is the rainy season, in which 
are always successive atid ahuudaiit .rains. During the 
^ritag the air is alwtiys pore and temperate, but the heats of 
iummer are^insupporlably sultry. 

\ The l^fiid or ^oil of Minorca is of several kinds, that of 
thp inountaius and hills is blackish, fine, light, and very 
though bu^tliinly spread on the ^;^irface of the rock. 
If is mixed with a great quunlitv of sand, 'which makes the 
labobr easier totlie cultivator. The soil opr.th 
so 1 

not good 


----- ,.^.he I'lains is not 

I fertile as mountains, it is etj^^i'and clayey, and 

)t good pasture or agriculltS^. Nevertheless it 



protiuces.ft quantity pt ^jffigyent Mrts of he^bag^ wbicU 
would be v^ry gipod fp^ &>l cattll^ii*they were not ifii^ed 

g oibetr sorts wbicii eroacidl and|whiclt they wiU not 
Atneng theife p|,^|Ws nifrelrc s3|ne which might in* 
t the ceriosity a^o researclws of I botanist. The vilj- 
ire iortiiized by the quantity of eifTth which is washed 
thsisurtouading moantains by the rains, but these are, 
impoverished in the same proportion. On some oC..’.f<5e 
mounfaitis they have raised bahks or little walls of dry 
stones to support the Inndg, leaving a free course for the 
water. This method preserves their fcr^lUy. In the in¬ 
terior of the island, on digging intc^the rock, iheeaitli 
is found mixed with a great quantity of tiints and stones. 
The is,landers make use of them to build little walls which 
form an infinite uumber of enclosures wiLli -which the 
island is iutcrsecled in every diseeliou. ' 

111 the districts ol Ala_\or and Fererias there are some 
snitill woods of pineg and grctni oai<s,*but they arc stunted 
in growth and do not stand very thick. 

'I'lie olives, oranges, lemons,* and*pomegranates anccced 
very well, and the esnltnre of the^i rcqiiiiea but little »a're 
or labour. 

Tiiere is also foand in the ftland a kind of clay of a grey 
colour, which on being baked, o!r rather burnt, h^com-s of 
a light brown; the inhabitants make crockery of it, such as 
cups, jugs, and tiles. In i^pine places thcic is a kin 1 of 
clay which is blue and yeUow» of which the Miaeicans 
make no use. ' • 

The kind of plaister called gnysch, which»I have alieady 
ineDtioucd, is common in many places in the island; but 
the Minorcans prefer that whi^h is brought f^om Miyoipa. 
The plaister, which tfilvy distinguish by the name o^^erdk, 
is whiter and more brdtic an*d lining : they nsfe it to ciaiify 
their wines. , 

Hock crystal is rare at Minorca ; but in the. district of 
Alayor they srery commonly find that sort of Muscovy 
glass, which encrusts the plants and vegetables. » 

In the district of Alayor there is a pqnd of stagqadt wat«r 
nearly a mile in length ; it.is about three hffndred*paces 
from the sea. T^ space between forms a sandy be^ch, 
which is sometimes /ntirely covered witli the wave*- Kear 
the shore isl a sroal^minence, where ipost of the plants ore 
encrusted with a saidy substance of some thickness, the out- 
.si^B of which is ^^|h and brittle, and the internal part 
white, and as hard asffiint. The » ft!ti|vcd with ^ 
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quantity of these encryptions, the plants which they en¬ 
crusted having been sep-haledi er having cperished or dis¬ 
solved by time. 

In diggnj| the eatth tflff s/sne vm ivimorcans aucove ■ 
'veins as bard as wnich they are obliged to blow «]. 
with gunpowder. Tche strata of this hard stofte are geoe- 
j^y p. foot in thu kness, and the dcviier they d.ig the hafcier 
and is less mixed with shells and other sub¬ 
stances, w.hich are on the surface. As the stone isf porous 
jiftd easily penetrated by the welter, tliey expose it to the air 
some time bcfon? they make use of it. 

Lime stone is coinmon at Minorca ; it is of a light grey 
colour, very hard and shining; where it has been recently 
broken* tt contains many cchinites and other remains ot 
the deluge, particularly m the upper stwita. It is generally 
found in detached pieces dispersed in the fields, and when 
these fragments are^ neither too many nor too large, far 
from injtiring the vegetation of the corn, it assists it by the 
heat which it imparts.^ 

There is a quantity'of slate at Minorca* particularly on 
tilt} side of dape Mola, which would facilitate the con¬ 
veyance of it, if the Mmoicans did not prefer the use of 
tiles, 'i'his slate is smooth, shining, and of a bluish colour, 
with veiifc of white, it has a number of perpendicular 
ilssuies, which divide it into masses of a convenient size foi 
use. c 

Marble of different qualities is found at Minorca; but 
the islandeiV take no account of it. 

•There is ntslher fire-stone nor chalk in the island ; the 
Minorcans have the first from other countries, and instead 
of the last tjjey adopt the marking stone from Najiles, which 
taylors use, but bricklayers and carpenters make use of a 
black or red stone to mark there worlc. 

In most places of the island iron ore is found on the sur¬ 
face of the earth, in pieces of six or eight inches diameter. 
The Minorcans make not the least use of it, whether be¬ 
cause it is not fit to mnhe iion alone, or that they are igno- 
/l|i|n wht^t use to inj^e of it, or wbethei the want of wood 
"eontlfcls them to give up this kranc-h of iiidnstry. 

, V ,Tber« are also lead mines at Miuorea; but working them 
dogs itnt hppq M-h kely to defray the ifrcessary expeiices. 

5^’sheila fpund in the eaVtli, and even pqlri- 

fiedi^sh, Tj|fcp[inor#aus give the naiVe of gloSsopetres to 
some teh^lill^^g^ as sha{li,.^\hey are Con]monl|i 

..found i rries. ' 



It U dot rare to find spme of Up^stones called toadrstoneii. 
The islanders value thebamucflaftd set them in rings and 
buttons. ' V I \ ‘ * 

There are also ipwiiy ^ds fcf fo»ils and^petrifactions. 
The island of Minorca produces .vafcety of vegetaldes''fot 
the table, and abundance ot physical herbs and plants. 
'•‘■^Vheat and barley are the only sorts of grain wViic^'' 
sown in the island, but the produce is not sufficient*<or the 
consumption of the iuhabitants; they have a small’ qttan- 
tity of Tuiktsh corn, nhitjii is cultivated in the environs of 
the faults. The harvest generully begin-i rn the middle of 
June. When the corn is ripening, tlitsfields are vvatched by 
young boys and girls, tvlio by hallooing, or by the noise 
they make by beating their hand with slit reeds, endeavour 
to frighten away the small birds, and prevent them eating 
the com. This was a custom 4n the time of the Romans: 
Virgil, 111 Ins fiisl book of the Georgijs, makes it a precept: 
lit .wntlii terribk aves. The general proclute is si.v for one, 
or ill most, nine for one, Winch is^ieckoncd an abundant 
harvest. 'J'hey tread out tlie ’corn in places prepared for 
that purpose, with'horses 01 mules two or four abreast.* It 
is tlieii niiinowed : they caielinlysgather up tiie straw; cut 
it very small, and mix it witlf a lutfe barley ; tins serves as 
food for hoiscs, mules, and asses. ’ 

To manure the land they use the dung and litter of the 
cattle, mixed vvith the swo4[)ings of the houses. 

The produce ot wine, both*’ied and white, is ipore than 
suffieieiu for the consumption of the inliabii.ntts; it is of n 
very good quality.' 'I have diunk of five or»six years old, 
some which equalled best Kurgundy wines: hence they 
cultivate the vine with peculiar.care, • 

The olive tree flouiltlies in every part of the island, and 
the husbandman leaves it almost entirely to tlie caie of na¬ 
ture, I'he islanders obtain but little oil fioin their olives, 
they pretend that they are dried up by the north winds; 
they preserve them for use, but the preparation is so defec¬ 
tive that a stranger can never eat them with any pleasure. 

The Minorcans havj plenty of sgyeral soits.of^fmit; 
orangeg, lemons, and poinegpanates arrive to great perfection, 
and some sorts of apples, w Inch are very good; they have ex¬ 
cellent pears both n^uiiimer and winter, ^he island also 
produces fig-tiees, t/e fiiul is very good. The red mulbeny- 
tree IS the only one which is cultivated, but the white would 
thrive equally welff yJlY^dnuts and diesnnts are very scarce. 
There are some paiii-trces, but they are only, in use 'a? 

• NS 
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j^ing.orftameotsl, the fee-jt aev^r icaittes ta #egrtB of 

ferfeotion. 

''They have roots a/d ve ;etal^es in abundance bf every 
kind, the bewis, pcfbs, oiWtvJj kidtiey beans, and cauli¬ 
flowers, are excellen]'; the Woccoli is also very good, as are 
'the endive, ponipiofis, and tomatoes. The spibach, car- 
and parsnips have but little flavour, the turnips “are 
hard Ttnd stringy, and are but seldom used, the I’ttuces are 
tftsteless, they gen"!ally mix them with cressCk. The dart- 
delion is veiy common in the sfv’ing, but it has an unplea¬ 
sant bitteiness’. < The Minorcans use an amazing quantity 
of pepper. • 

The water melons, which bre in season at tlu en 1 of June, 
when the heat is most powerful, are succulent and very le- 
freshing; and whatevei quantity is‘eait'n, they very seldom 
occasion any di.sagreeahle sfensaiion or illness : at evety turn 
vou meet children speking a slice of melon ; these melons 
}ast till the middle of October. 

The leeks of Minouvi aic in«cb esteemed, and theie is nn 
abundtince of tliyme, hyssop, marjoram, sage, paisley, sa- 
youry, maiygold, mint, beet, and sorrel; this last is not 
much in use among the Minorcans. Their cucimibeis aie 
laigei and better tnanKiurs. They have only wild aspara¬ 
gus, wine'll has a disagreeable taste. The loseinary and 
woimwood glows natnially' among the rocks, there are 
also quantities of sea fennel and other medicinal heibs. 

Almost all the old walls^are covered with caper tiees, and 
capers seasoned with vinegar and salt, are much used in the 
kitchens of th\' Minoicaus. “ 

It is in vain to expect or look for any taste or regularity 
in the gardens, utility alotie is attended to, and no part i' 
devoted to pleasuie or beauty.. 

The honey of Minorca is in great esteem, but the quan¬ 
tity is not sufficient to make it an article of commerce, the 
inhabitants picserve the surplus of their own consumption, 
to send as presents to their distant frienfls. 

The island supports hear sixteen hundred beasts of bur¬ 
den,, hor.3es, muics,<ind asses. 

Tlie numbei of horned eattte \s aboqt six or seven thou- 

f^nd. r, 

‘ The flocks sheep, goats, 8cc. amhunl to forty or forty- 
five thousand,’besides ten thousand bmT ne. 

The n^BA'ier of lior«s is not great^Wnd the inhahiliants 
e^lPpvoar h> tiicneage tnett^f^sas^their feed is ihorp 
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eatpemsive, and their Service les^aao that of th«,^«]e8 tu)d 
asses, which are for this jjaasonlprererred. ^ * 

ITte mules are Strong ajbd wjll fead on any thl'n^tlteyinil 
in their way, and may be%ppt/n goM condition with Vcjy' 
little cure, /fhese animals ard very wre footed, and possejM 
surprizing sagacity. One may see ipem sometimes with a 
ilderon their backs, gallop iip a steep monntuin^ 
along the edge of a precipice. They are mostly \c'iy vi¬ 
cious ; and often chuse the worst roads, and scrub the walht 
as they go with the legs jf the rider; whom, if by chance, 
he let loose the bridle or itirrups, thej^ make every effort 
to throw from they: backs. These (ytnnals will sotuotlmes 
live forty years. • 

The asses are also very strong, anti serve equally well to 
ride as to cairy loads, it is not unusual to meet parties of 
men and women riding on aseos, harnessed with groat neat¬ 
ness, I had almost saici splendour. 

The oxen and cows aie small an*d lean', which is occa¬ 
sioned by ihc want of pasturage, and tire custom of leaving 
them continually in the 6elds*expc>sed to the weather. Cows' 
milk is scarce and almost all used for cheese, which is*’ 
very good. Some few individuals make a small quantity 
of butter, but it is entirely Yor their own use. 

The sheep and goats are likewise small and loan, the goats’ 
milk IS in general u?e, The mutton is not very good. 

The swine aie very large and very i'at, they are kept, 
dming the autumn, in the tl^oods, where th^ teed on the 
acorns, afterwaids they are'confined and •fed on barley. 
Poik is in she ’'ame esteem with the Minarcans as with tlie 
Majorcans. 

There are no beasts of prey in Minorca. 

H;. res aie very’Scarce, but there are gre^ plenty 6f 
rabbits. 'I'here are n grSttt number of hedgehogs, whidi 
the Spaniards eat 'withotrt any dislike. I Have also seen 
8ome land toitoises. 

The lizards are in sytfarms; when the weather is fine the 
•walls are covered with thdm,'atKl'they often make their way 
into the apartments., ^, , 

Xbo odder and viper are the onlymnd of* serpellts which 
are found in the island, bnt thefe aMfeorpions whose sting 
Is dangenius; th^ are generally fbmW in the wood piles. 

The centipedt^ appear the momept tjie candles are light- 
1^’. •and make tteir retreat Ht't|>e’br^ak of day; it is said 
'their sttiifg is v€nV^iXotis like the^tgiaipions. The Minorcans 
'*iiiw.*iyij keep iu'iiij* 'hodse Viads vf oil,'in vfjlirch sodie of 
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these creatures are infused, they believe this oil to be a 
specihe. ' p 

,Thpre nrPmany sortjs off.p’uleLij, whose bite is said to be 
TenOmoiis. ' ^ 

Among the birds tlf^re is\no‘^particularity. There area 
few eagles who buildj.tlieir nests in the most inaccessible 
places in the mountains, 'riicre are. also sonic falcons awd 
a gioat'number of owls. The swallows and martins are nu- 
snemus in summer. Red partridges are plenty, they are 
excellent till after the harvest, but at that lime they begin 
to eat the wild garlic, and the *bcrry of the mastic tree, 
which gives tliem a tlisagreeable flavour. The quails arc 
Tery fat in the hunting season. Tlie ihinsh is oxcellenl. 
The blackbird, starling, lark, and particularly tlie sparrow, 
are very cum mull. , ^ 

The wild pigeons make t1t^;ir nests in the liollow places 
of the rocks, the young ones arc only eaten ; there are also 
a number of black ‘.md white ring-doves. Woodcocks, 
snipes, wild ducks, and teal, are very plenty through the 
■whole of the winter. 

Tl>e coasts of Minorca abound with fisli of dift’creiit qua¬ 
lities. The markets are well sujiplied the year roinul. Tisli 
is one of tlic chief articles of the food of the Miuorcain, 
who ill general cat but little bulclicrs’ meat. 

The gO)d fish is excellent, and very common. 

During the summer the coasts swarm witli anchovies; 
this abundance of a kind of fish, which in other places pro¬ 
duce an aiiiazbig profit, might become a great article of ex¬ 
portation, if the Minorcans knew, or were willing to learn, 
the simple art of sailing them ; but they contmit themselves 
with eating these fish fresh.Plaice, soals, barbel, floun¬ 
ders, and turBot, are not iti such plenty; but lampreys, 
congers, and eels abound, {ind aie excellent. 

in summer, there are a considerable number of sardinias, 
which the islanders eat fresh ; they are unacquainted with 
the method of salting them. 

The ponds contain excellent mullet of an extraordinary 
size; the Minorcans salt the spawn of the female, and af¬ 
terwards dfy tliein; this preparation, which they , call 6o- 
iar^o, they eat to cre^tte an appetite. The rock-fi’sh, which 
is tbund among tbe'focks on the coast,\particul:irly at the 
Port of Mahon, -l^as a delicate fiaVour : {,his fish is seldom 
above six or eight inches in length, the b^dy is striped with 
blue, red, and green, in beautiful sUad^. u The cuttle-fish 
abounds on the shores of Minorca; tB- bones are use4 h^ 
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the gbldsmitljs and apotiiccaric'i'^he black itafFordb*, which 
may be easily^diluted iiilwatcl luisjht be used instead»uf 
bistre, and even in the of Cliiwa ink. 

Among the shell-fish, Rse .^t;ray-f4h is distingushed .for 
its size and flavour; shrimps and c(abs are ratiler scarce. 
The fish called Bernard the lierniit, is one of iliose which 
most esteemed. 'I’he sea hedge-hog is the kind of siieJW 
fish most frequently found; it abounds on the rocks, 
and the Minorcans eat it in astonishing quantities. Of 
small shells, tlie most c»um on are tmtscles, cockles, the’ 
Concliac veneris, and the Ncrita, a speci^.s of oyster. The 
Haiilulus is often found, hut its shclris so fine that it often 
breaks at the touch. The Pi'nna magna is not scarce; it 
has within its shell the same briliianey' os inolber of pearl, 
but it is on the outsidb rough^ and covered willi prickles. 
The Pinna parva is also found here, the surface of which 
is very shining. 1 have already inenrioned the star-fish and 
oysters. 


CHAP. IX. 


SITUATION, EXTENT, COAST, AND ANCaoE.\GE OF THE 
i*lTHI,USIAN ISLES. 

HE isle of Ivica is the rn.At considerahl<?of the Pithi- 
uses, atui is an most parts higii, fidl of niotiutains am! hil¬ 
locks of a jileasing apjiearance, huerspersed with beautiful 
and fertile vailies. ’ , , 

The principal p.(>rrs arc tho.se of Tvica to the S E. of the 
island, and Porto Mugno, or Saint Anthony, to the N. W. 

There are innmncruble small bays, roadsteads, an<l lesser 
isles on the coasts of the Pithiuscs; a dcscii[>tion of which 
would be of but lilitfe intcre:.t U) the general reader, or in¬ 
deed to any but those who udghi desire to have a know-, 
ledge of the pilotage. , • . • * 

The isle of I'ormentcra is situated to the south of that of 
Ivica, from which it t- separated by a strait of two miles 
and a half in widili '^i'iiis isiund is not (j,f any clfcvation; 
it is nearly egbt fndes in length fiqin east to west, and 
about as uianv iiifwidth i’rora north to south. It is in lati-, 
tude.58“ 4(y SO ftiKhin longitude 7” Co'27" east, from tb*^ 
Koyal Observatory jj- Cadiz. 
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The remarkable capes vt/l points of Formenterrt are Es- 
pal^nader, Pritna, and La M.ola, L itioh f'wn fthe east coast 
of the island, and thf/poiii|^s A^uila, Gavina, and Cape 
Berljei-rja. 

iVjca is the largest )iini best pcopied of the Piihiusiau 
isles,- and was called bj.- the uiieients Ebiisus. It runs Ni £. 
auU'»S, VV'. being in the form of a pttuagon its greats 
extent is seven leagues, by three and a hull in width; Ivica 
is to the north of Formeniera two long miles. The latiindc 
of Ivica is ;38“ 53' JG" north, and«7° 88' 12' east, from the 
.Royal C’servuiorf at Cadi/;. 

This island is divided into five parts, which the inhabi¬ 
tants call {juarloiis, that is fo say La Plaine dc la ViHe, 
Saint Eidalio, Ualanzat, Pormatiy, and theSuline.s, or salt- 
pits. , , _ • • 

La Plaine de hi Ville is 'ilic principal quarter, and lias 
Ivica for its capital, wihich is at the same time the see of a 
bishop. Tbg other quartons sui round this, the territory of 
which-occupies a league apd a half; Ivica is situated to 
the south, under the eannoii of a small fortress, built on a 
hijl, of the lime of Ciiarles the Fifth, and repaired in the 
reign of Ferdinand the,Sixth. ^ I'his fortress is of little im¬ 
portance; the works of which it is com|)Oscd are nothing 
more than some hastious -and eovert ways, without any 
moat. Tile interior conttiins about two huudrefl houses, in¬ 
habited by nearly nine hundred'islanders; the eathedral, 
si.\ churches, a cotivent, and, barracks for two battalions. At 
the sallyport of the fortress to the east, is the suburb, or llie 
aravalle, of about four hundred and twenty houses, and 
from seventeen to eighteen hundred inhabitants. 

The most ersteenu d of the ancient anthers are divided to 
, their opinions as to the foiitidatipn of ivica,' some of them 
attribute it to the Phoenicians, but the greater part of them 
to the Cm thageniuns, and place that epoch about one hun¬ 
dred and seventy years after the foundation of Carthage. 
The sterility of the soil obtained it the name of Ebusus, 
which, in the ptinic tong’uc, signifies unfruitful. 

The. Pent (,ii' Ivi'ca k; the principal one of the island ; it is 
large,, coiiitnodipus, and siic'ltcfed on every side. The little 
Island of Fonnentera., which is close tc it, defends it against 
the south-west twd southern winds. Tlv.'i island Plane, petu" 
the clftast,, protects ifrfrom the east and . milh-east, and the 
heights oMhS.liills vthich surround it, s^mlter it from eiferv 
othtn:. 

. The;botJhdi'age has good holding gi jundj but it is tieces- 



S-irv to clear the bottom, which tills up inseiHiblj, and is 
much hurt the quaullties ballast iliiovvn IVoin liic 
vessels that come to takclsalt. iThi^ abuse will in time jlc- 
stroy the anchorage at yrhe'bottom is sandy, and, 

with the greatest ease, tiie poi,l mig';it be made one of the 
best in the Mediterranean. 

--Besides the capital, this qiiarton contains about two hun¬ 
dred habitations, forming different small hamlets, of v. liicff 
the population may be nine hundred souls. Iviea iiiraisbes 
fur its defence a company of I'-^O men, commanded by a 
captain. • 

The road of Ivica is delightfully pleasiftrt, and is bordered 
on each side with vineyards ijiui gardens. 

'I'hc coasts of this qc.arlon begins at Cape Andreus, and 
leriTiinates with tb,c Bay Wiiil’eu. 

'I'he tlistrict of Saint Tulal^ comprises Ivica and Balan- 
7at, and is four leagues in extent. 'J'he number of houses 
TS at'-^least seven hundred, separatefi one from the otlier, 
and Hot I'orming a town or village. 'Jliere are two churches. 
The population amounts to nvaiiy four thousand souls, luid 
the militia consists of seven hundred men,' coinmantyid by» 
differcfit captains. 

The territory of Balanzatds nearly three leagues in extent, 
and joins Porinanie, Saint Eulaiie, and Ivica., 'i'here is a 
church. The number of the inhabitants may be ‘i,:300, 
oeeupying 400 houses; the military force of Balanzat con¬ 
sists of a company of 300 men. The sjtace between tlie 
jKirt of Balanzat and Ping de*lSono joins Ute side of this 
cuartoa. , • , 

The district of Pormaniejoins that of Balanzat, the Sal-inc.s 
and Ivica; its teirilory is about four leagues in e.xteiit ; it 
is chiefiy inountainwis, but incloses a most fertile plain ; it 
has four hundred and ffity habitations, containing two 
tiioiisand one hundred islanders, three hundred and lifty, 
of whom are enrolled for the defence of the country. 

Tile quarton des Salines, which owes its name to the 
quantity of salt it produces, com,prises l^orinanie and ivica. 
It-s territory is only two leagues in extent ; its population 
amounts to about nine huiulj-ed souls, and nv.mber ot 
the hahiUitiims are two hundred. A company of two hun¬ 
dred men is'kept f;0*r its defence., T’o the south of the Sg- 
lines there is a liniidsome plain, where iht* parisii church is 
situated. f 

A strait of tw.t'.jniles soyiarates thf island of Fornieiilera 
from that of Ivica', The ancients distinguished it by the 

ST. SAUVIiVlt.j 1 



106 


ST. sauvedr's TRAVEI.S. 


name of Pithiuscs Minor. The name of Pormcntera, which 
it bears tit present, .seems f^'he tlef ived from <;he consider- 
,abl<i quantity of corn ywliiffit isjproduccti oij this little 
island. It runs east ami wm; greatest length is three 
leagues, but in width i(is viuf nregular, varying from two 
leagues to one, and baing not more than three giiu-shols 
jtjde in the narrowest part, its population amounts to 
tw'elve hundred islandeis, whose habitations are scattered 
over the face of the country. 

The anonymous author of a manuscript, in the year 
•]6gO, on the Histi^ry -of the Pithifisian Isles, in speaking of 
the Port Sail, observe^, that that spot would he very pro¬ 
per whereon to build a city there is stone and wood at 
hand. It should seem, in judging by the ruins which are 
still to he SCC.U, and by tlie lumiber ,o^’ w( Us. that there was 
a town in eNistence in the time oi' the Hoinans. 'I’he same, 
author observing, that at low water the strait could b* 
passed over on foot, iS of opinifui tii.at it could he easy to 
rc-unite these tivo islands liy hliing up ibis passage. 'I’li'.: 
considerable depth of wJlcr fti the strait would, ho'vcvei, 
'always present numerous diffiei!iiie.s to the undeitaliing, 
which, if sunnouiitcd, would liavc no other cil'ect than to 
shut up, without any benefit, one of the pasfes of the Foil 
of Iv ica, ■ < 

The cliniate of die Pitliiiise.-' is soft and salubrious during 
tlie Siunmer; the breeze lictm tlic sea teinpcrs tlie lieat, and 
the cold iiiuinU-r is ui(.derate. As a j>roof of the e.\cel- 
lencP of the oltiiiate of these'islands, they adduce the cir- 
i-unisfiucc of tlv'ir not iuiving any venomous animals: it 
has hcLii rciriurked, that those even which have been brought 
thitiicr have lived lint a short-time. It appears to me, that 
this property may lie moio justly attributed to tlie quality 
of the eartlj, of which were made the celehratcd vases of 
the anrienl inhabitants o!' the Pithiuses. Tliis opinion is 
strciigtheucd by observitu:, that on the coast of Valence, 
tliat ir, to say in tlie s.'une ciiinate, another island is filled 
with serpents and venomoAis animals; from which the an¬ 
cients named it Ophirisa, and the moderns still denominate 
it MuiiAdobriT. * , * * 

Tire land is in general mountaiaons and v.oodv; it is 
capable of any oultivalion, i>ut particnlA ly for olives. The 
shelviimCof tlie TiilU jnesents an aspeetulie most favour¬ 
able of^liy tor til', vine. ■ 

I’hcsc'islands prodiitrqia quantity ofe^dit', witic, and nils, 
considfif: biv more tha.i? serves for tlHi'.eomueu;- .Ui . the 
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island. The harvest of these ay^clcs could be easily made 
more abiiiidafit: the aiiifition,|)l‘ the islanders, who are of 
an indolent habit, and i|)sses:jm;r kittle knowledge of'the 
art of cultivation, is satis&ed -'vilii a produce, the result of 
the naiitral richness of titc soil, viih as little labour as 
possible. 

The tlochs of the larger and smaller kinds of eottle a* 
snfliciently niunerous for tin; txMjstintp'.ion oi’tlie i‘datidcr.s, 
but the iiuinL'er atu! (joality oi the horses, uiule^, and other 
beasts of burtict), I'oes i^ot answer to the abuudaiice aud 
excellence of tin; pasturage. 

Chitne is vci’v plenliiiil iii the •l’ithii;^i;!ri isles; and 
there is :.hotit ;i [umijI iti the island of hormentera, 

a kind of piieasant, remarkable lor the bmiuiy and variety 
of its pluutitge. • • 

'i'hc coasts abotind w iiii fi?h, of a fine and delicate fla¬ 
vour. , ' , 

'i'iie islanders are suj)phed with ;i great quantity, of fruiti 
atid vegetiibles I'roiti their gaj Jeiij; ainoug the first the al- 
numds aud figs are aduiiretl for their qutility, and among 
the second, tile water melotis arc iiiacb in esteem. * 

'i'lie produee of fla.x: aud hemp is sufheient for the con¬ 
sumption of the island. 

Salt is the principtil article of wealth to the*Pithiusians : 
it is eolleeted in the niomh ('fi\ugust, and yields, in com¬ 
mon years, iroin 00 to '*5,000 modiues, of fifteen pounds 
the modine, wliieh make the atnouut of one hundred and 
seventv-five'tliiHnand pounds. The salt is ctmveyed on the 
hacks ofinifles, to three different points of the eotisl, whi¬ 
ther tlie merchant vessels come to freight with that epm- 
inociity. • • 

The inhabitants of the Pithiuses are in general of middle 
size, and active; their complexion is swaiihy; they have a 
gr^at deal of mildness in their character ; are good seamen, 
and occupy tlicmselves principally in navigation, 'riiete 
nniy sometimes be counted in the port of Ivica as many as 
sixty xebccks of different burihchs. 

The islanders have, the rcputiitio* of beyig»brjive, and 
have more than once cvinted’their valour against the I’ar- 
bary corsairs. Their language and costume is, with very 
little variation, the same as with the Bale;y iuns. 

\^ ith the tnea is of competence pfesented by the excel¬ 
lency of the soil, one is astonished at the state of poverty 
o/lhc Ivicans. "io the most estimttble qualities they unite 
an indolence, and inconceivable aversion for labour : they 
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rarry ibeir indifference fy turrienlture to the length of cul ¬ 
tivating only as much gronrd aslHvill serve for thek indi¬ 
vidual wants; but, littl^ aclAnce^in the art of culture, they 
abide obstinately by their lokMiabits, and oppose them¬ 
selves to every imprbvemcut'which may be strange to them, 
or differ from the method to which tliey have been accus- 
•erionied. 

I have been made acquainted with the fact, that a Valen- 
tian, who came there to settle at Ivica, had began to till a 
piece of ground, to cultivate various productions according 
to tlie manner ofi'iis country; but his neiglibours gave hmi 
a hint to proceed no fertherin his work, and even threatened 
his life, tor introducing innovations in tlic customs of the 
island. Nature is alone at the whole cost of supplying the 
Ivieans with food. There may eve;y w'tiere be seen plots 
of gromid, of the most excMlent quality, entirely fallow. 
The olive trees grow .and give theif increase without any 
assistance froqi the cultivator ; the vine is not more at¬ 
tended; ihe oil and the,.w'iiie^ are made with so little care, 
and by such imperfect methods, that the islanders do not 
realize more tliaii one half of the produce. A governor of 
Ivica tried the experiment of planting some mulbrny litcs 
in the island, ana of introdui i'ng the art of breeding silk¬ 
worms. The trial succeeded : they produced spi eiinens of 
silk of the finest and most beautiful kind; but this nexv 
branch of w'ealth was presently lost by the extreme apaiity 
of the islanders. 

The Ivican’s are -acquainted only with thos^e arts which 
are of the first bccessity; the chief object of which is to 
guard them from the injuries of the weather. Tlieir habi* 
tations are without ornament, and their, dress unseemly. 
Those of the islanders who enjoy easy fortunes, procure all 
their aiticles of comfort and convenience fiom Spain and 
the Balearip’s. The good Jvicans are certainly untainted by 
the poison of luxury. In travelling over the island, the 
stranger fancies himself in a country where civilization bird 
not yet reached. There Is scarcely one passable road, with 
the exfepiiop of thoce which are neighbouring on tlie dif¬ 
ferent settlements; or which' lerfd to the points of the coast 
where the vessels take their lading of salt. 
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character, custoIhs, anc manners of t;tp, inhabi¬ 
tants OF THE BALEARIC AN0 PITHIUSIAN ISLANDS, " 


__travellers form their opinions o,f the people of a 

country, and affirm decidedly on their q^iaractor and man¬ 
ners, according to what they obi>er»e most stiilving in the 
external customs in those towns llirough which they h^ve 
passed ; and their judgment is often influenced by their re¬ 
ception at particslnr*houscs. Jn the first case, we cannot 
do[.)end on observations so Mghtly founded ; and in the 
second, one may always perceive eillicr a sentiinent of gra-’ 
titiide, or the im[>rcssiori of some dislike. Jt is not gene¬ 
rally in tovviis and cities tliat acquaintance with strangers is 
most easily made, and the^national character developed in 
a manner to be depended on by llie unprejudiced observer; 
but as the traveller draws nearer the simple inhabitant of 
ihe c.ouiury, follows him into tiie bosom of his family, in 
iiis lahoiirs, and is with him in hU national 3 nU religious 
festivi.i.-;; lie will then become more accurately actjuainled 
with 'lie ical character *1101 nuinners of the people, unso- 
phislieiited vvitli tile vices and customs of cities. 

W'e are equally deceived, in supposing tliTit it is possible 
to obtain a kn(>w ledge of the genius and character of a peo~ 
[lie Iroui the systems of the pliilosophers. The disciples of 
Plato, in attribuliug these di'icrsities to the influence of the 
stars aiul ilie dim itc, never take into consideration the 
nature of the govermnent* and the mode of education, as 
a secondary cause. Tlie stars, no doubt, have an influence 
on man, bijt <lo not govern or determine his actions; 
he {Iocs not owe to them the lights of reason, and his will 
is e\;cr free. If it were not so, vhat merit would he have 
in the practice of virtue, or how ctfuld.he^be«cojdemned 
for liis vices. Can we avimkt the fabulous system of the 
tlestinics, or put any faith in the e.xtravagancies of the judi¬ 
cial astrology of the impostors of every age. 

e may admit iliat the climate Jias some influence on 
the operations of tlie mind, as far as the mind participates 
• in the organic affections of the body', and the vibration of 
}he fibres^ and has an effect more or less on the circulation 
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of the blood ; but to belujyc it tlie first an^ absolute cause 
of the genius and charact^ of anveople, seetns to nie to be 
8 paradox. Do we not^seematio|ns'i living under the same 
climate, of very difierent laletKs and disposition And do 
#e not also find a perfect itnifornrity in other nations en¬ 
tirely dissimilar. In the same topographical point on the 
■^obe, the borders of the Oroonoko are covered with small 
nations, the diversity of whose genius and character is 
.very striking. There the traveller finds himself among a 
people who are lively, huinane,,and loyal; and eats with 
them the sweef fruit of the plantane and the date tree. 
There is another nation rude, warlike, ferocious, and un¬ 
governable; who oiler him as* food tlie flesh, and for drink,' 
the blood of a human creature like himself. A little farther 
are people whose women are martial'andMloquent, and w'ho 
give laws to the men, who afte taciturn and indolent. 

Another •nation presents the spectacle of nature debased 
almost to a level with the brute creation, in a people who 
feed on the very earth, qv on ,a kind of paste, of which earth 
forms a chief part. And agaiiii> a little distant are another 
race,*'so stupidly creduioiis "in the skill of their physicians, 
that all the goods of the sick arc left at their mercy, whether 
they kill or cure their patients, and the indifi'erenee and in- 
sensibilHy of these people is so extreme, that they place 
under the netting where their sick relative or iViend is lain, 
his share of the provisions, withoftt caring whether he takes 
them or not. Such are tlie .observations which we find ia 
the history of*Orc)onoko by Gumilla. 

In producingMie examples of savage nation?;, I wished to 
omit nothing which could determine whether climate has 
the influence attributed to it.‘> Let us carry our observations 
to the civilized nations of Europp, and we shall often see ‘ti 
great similarity of genius and character, between nations 
•under very different temperatures; let us observe the 
JFlemings or Braban^ons, and we shall fine) among them, 
the habits, the inclinations, the civil and religious customs 
'of the Spaniards, and yetliow difierent is the temperature. 
In vain^asM,:ir.sden,i'a bisfirst volume of ilicCrilicalHistory 
of Spain, wasted so much crilditFon to prove the preponde¬ 
rate iofluenco of the climate. We reject the opinion that 
the movements cf the soul are directed by the air, and fol¬ 
low the impressions of heat and cold like a barometer. 

The Kfeligioik and political government of a people arc tlie 
chic!' causes,^ijicb gite to the national genius its impulse. 
Its form. iSnfl t'haractcr. With ever so little knowlcdKC of 
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history, one may be convij^ced of,.this truth. Amogg the 
pagans we see me people barbarous, unpolished and super¬ 
stitious, giving themselves‘up to-the’fr passions without re¬ 
straint. The propagation p. the gospel brought men ba^k 
to the love of truth, and of the* social virtues ; the people: 
became moderate, just, and humane. After religion, the 
laws, and government, with the example of those above® 
them, have the most decisive and powerful influence. The 
Romans, in the reign of Augustus, were invincible; in that 
of Claudius, indolent an^ easily conquered; with Nero, 
cruel; and with V^itellus, vicious; tliey ware just, merciful, 
and benevolent, from the examples of ihe Vespasians and of 
Titus. Without going back to so remote a period, let us 
consider the times in which we ourselves live. Is it the in¬ 
fluence of the climate, which has, of people the'niost gene¬ 
rous, the most humane, the brift’est, and the >)|ost civilized, 
made at once a nation, whose excesses, crimes, and follies 
liave astonished and shocked all Europe. Among savage 
])eople, who live under the same cliniate, the variety of dis¬ 
positions and of .character may he attributed to the want of 
an established religion, for vvliicli they substitute the 8 eli- 
riuins of their own imaginations, and |o the want of w'hole- 
somelaws, not knowing any *bu.t,ithose of force, nor having 
to their actions any other guide than their owm |>ersoual in¬ 
terests. 

National genius naturally follows the changes of l!ie re¬ 
ligion and of the government. The present Greeks, under 
.the Ottoman dominion, are only ignorant, sopferstitious, and 
contcmptible«eople, while their ancestors ^vere illustrious 
in the arts and sciences, and deservedly celebrated both in 
the times of peace and war. 

When religion at*d the form ot government remain 
without any changes, the national charactei also conliuuea 
without alteration; thus the inhabitants of the lialeares, pro¬ 
fessing the same religion, and subject to the same laws as 
the rest of the kingdom of Spain, liave necessarily the same 
character, witli some little diflcrentie, which is the result of 
a subjection to the Mqprs, that lasted abjpve,fiv» lyindrea 
years; these shades of diameter disappeared on the conti¬ 
nent, in consequenoe of easy and frequent communica¬ 
tions with othgf nations. , 

Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, and all. the historians wlio 
have preserved to us the memory of the ancient inhabi¬ 
tants of the Baleftres, agree in depicting them as a brave* 
HarlUie people, who were extremely c.xpcrl io tlw use of the 
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sling. , Some difference, however, may he observed, in these' 
two authors; but it must be adinitt^jd that Diodorus, in spcak- 
of the inhabitants 'of these islands, refers to an epoch 
anterior to their civilization. Strabo on the contrary de¬ 
picts the people who inhabited the Baleiircs in his time. 
They lived, according to this writer, in perpetual peace, and 
«t» uninterrupted prosperity. Thus lie calls them Jrenics, or 
Pacific, not that these people were iii»j*»lent or effeminate, 
for they always proved the contrary', and distinctuishod 
themselves by their courage ancj.valour, when their ene¬ 
mies compelled tVetii to take up arras. 

Diodorus paints these islanders in such dismal colour^, 
that it is with reluctance ive copy the picture: " There are 
“ some other islands, say's this writer, in front of Iberia, 
“ called by tlie Greeks, gymnasics, heewuse the inhabitant' 

wear no dollies’in sumiiter. They are much given ti. 
“ wine, which the i-sjaud does not produce; and as they 
" have no olive oil, they grease or anoint themselves with 
" that of the letjtisk or mastic tree, or with hog’s grease. 

They are so fond of wome'n, that they will give three or 
" fdur men in exchange for one: tliey live in cavern.s of 
*' the 5 pck.s, aud .so fdr from making use of gold or silver, 
" they will not suffer it to be taken froftr the island bv 
“ others; they affirm that these metals were the ctiuse of 
“ the death of Geryon, killed by Hercules. When they 
" went to war with the Carthar^enians, with whom they 
" were allied, they took their pay in wine and women. 
“ In their m&rriag^s the relations and friends enjoyed them- , 
" selves with the bride yvhile the husband got drunk. Tliey 
“ cut the bodies of their dead into pieces, and deposited 
" them in uras, on which they placed great stones.” 

The historian Daineto, fearing that'the account given by 
Diodorus might leave a kind'of stain or blemish on the cha¬ 
racter of his fellow citizens, and not being able to urge a 
better defence, or rather paying no attention to the remote 
epoch to which the Siciliini historian alluded; acquses him. 
at once of deception. Dut of whatimpoit is it in the pre¬ 
sent dijysi ji^rticularly to the inhabitants of the Baleares, 
that their ancestors in tlie'earKest tiroes ab.indoned theui- 
selvUs to vices that their posterity are far from imitating i 
or that when tliey were incommoded by the heat, they 
wore no kind of raiment; are their descendants on this ac¬ 
count the worse clotted ? 

For myJpart, 1 fowod among the Majorcabs many estimable- 
quaUties; .jffiey shew great respect to strangers, who may. 
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tacifvd by ‘Aij^ht or by day thi^ngh thd country; 
aW arttong the mountains^ and in the toost soMtaty 
|)mces. The most fitApitable reception is given to tte biie 
Velter; and ip abeepti^ the .civilities of the good pepffiOT, 
he is in dopht on wtii^n side the obligation lies. 

Besides the bmusements of the theatre, the Maj0^iSi||ih 
have some particular festivals. The carnival is spebt in 
halls and masquei ades, tyhich are given in the great hall 
the e.vchaoge. 

Trom the frstival of St.‘.Tohn to the m.onth of Septewbet 
the streets of the qity of Palma presetft every evfening s0c^ 
cessively a most lively scepp. Alfthe inhabitants of thb 
quarter piriue themselves on decorating the fronts of theib' 
houses with pretures^and dvaperies, aud"^their doors and wiftt 
dows with glass lamps of ve^ioos colours. ,^tiSrcians from 
the bands belonging to the garrison, ptaced|«n amphi¬ 
theatre, play cauntry dances, which are tripped to gaily and 
correctly by the young and active, feach sme of the street 
ts fainislied with chairs for»the fpectators, litllp pelces, IJ- 
tjueurs, ahd other refrediments are carried rouii^ plli^ tpM 
ill the assembly, and the amusements continue till day¬ 
light. . 

On the twentieth of Augast they hold a fair for Cattle in 
phiin, about two leagues from Palma, near an abbey 
of Beinai dine monks. The people'go thither in crowds', 
every kind of conveyat?ce » engaged, even to the carts, 
which me hired at a dear rahs Tlie p]pin«i8 coveted with 
little shopsyir booths, where in the'ibidst.of bleating flocks 
are groups of young people sifting ofl the grask, under the 
shade of an olive tree, Piijoang a rural rmiast; at a little 
distance is anotheupaiiy dun'cing to thesotmd of rustic moi- 
Sic. If a stranger appeauy !life it pressed «o join in the festi¬ 
vity and partake ol tn^ ffeaSt, ahd they ale d^ij^ed if he 
accept the invitation. 

On the festival pf the patron saint they have, in the vil¬ 
lages, horse races, atrd other jraceS of asSeS and mules; 
young lads, and even lasses, dispute the prite of agilitV; a 
large plain is the scetic where thpse^poits are exhtmted; aii 
old man with a wdtid ip his hand kebps good order, and de¬ 
crees the prijje to {hfe tiietHr; the tneo are fewar^d with a 
couple of> fowls, $tc. itid' stidietitnes the prises are horse 
1 hi4 yondg girls Whh are vittorious carry home to 
their mdlhers jsn Indiati Reboaillq. How real is the en- 
w^Aeir pwfeiints; ibnat purityjind 
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In all tiie fisilivals at which the ficople meet together in 
there are never any quarrels nor disturba'nces; a eerr 
jGpot harmony prevails, that at once delights and astonishes 
jhrayeller. Dgring the whole of the time that I lived 
among these islanders, I nevef knew of any one of thetit 
^ing found guilty of crimes that deserved condign punish- 
^nt. The thefts and outrages were always committed by 
fpreignefs. In the city thp same mildness of character is 
observable, but is unhappily mixed with an interested ness 
and avarice, strongly marked. There is also to be noticed 
A strong tint of vaf ity among persons pf a distinguished 
rank, who acknowledge'*np superior, and among tliMe me¬ 
chanics who fancy they have attained the utmost peifection 
in the art they profess : question any workman, before he 
answers, he will ask yqu if at London br Paris they execute 
any vyork as well as at Minorca; if you tell him that the 
superiority }s qn the sido of the English or Frenoli, he bursts 
into a horse laugh and seems to pity your ignorance. Kever- 
tlieless it cannot be denied that the Majorcans have genius, 
ryith a tpady conception, and talents for the arts and 
apipnees. 

The Minorcans in old times have always shared the repu¬ 
tation of coivage and skill in the tree of the sling, with the 
Majorcans. Iq the present day these islandeis die leproach- 
ed With a sort of apathy and indolence which the}' have con¬ 
tracted by the continual changes ih different governments, 
to which they l^ave been subject. The fear of having new 
masters maices no sort of impiession on them. They re¬ 
ceive with docility, I had almost said with indifference, the 
laws which arq prescribed them. Content to live in a state 
of mediocrity, V-hey on]y desire to maintain their repose, 
They take ypry Iptle interest ip political events, and always 
ohety a decided repqgqance wheq they leave their native 
place, to enroll themselves under the colours of the sove¬ 
reign. If, in the time when the English were their masters, 
they shewed a sprt of pctiv^ity, it was confined to a small 
piimber of speculators and seafaring people, who enriched 
jbcmselyps’witl'OU't much troqble, byrpnterprizes confined 
jq the coHsta of the islands, ahd (hose of the continent of 
The remainder of the iqbabitauts pryseryed their 
natural indulcpcet- VVhpn they were subject td Spqin there 
were U0, ^Vli'Ktrcan vessels fitted «Pt, the facility Of cruising 
Vas.qp^»i|^‘the same, oq the contrary there wefe dangert) 
Khicbi yy *'^ no wish to encounter, and fdme alone cpuld 
*nt people who seetued so littU sensible of 
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its Value. A*Mioorcan*is easily dazzled by the stnalli^^de* 
^ee of Success; prosperity does dot produce in him leiCEttia- 
?un, but pride and arrogance. These islanders are 4t 
same time vepy envioua one sjf another, irascible, givert'^'to 
hatred aud revenge, and practising all sc.ts of shu^fog 
tricks, in short, they have all the detects of people of we3& 
minds, and of characters without energy. The distanPfi* 
that is maintained between the difFeienl classes of people 
is very striking. The npble think' himself very much abOvd 
the merchant, and those employed in tlif; merchant-service; 
■while these in their turn affect a geCat superiority toward* 
the mechanic and the countryman. ‘ . 

The Minorcans livd*very retired; they, however, give 
the stranger an Iso'pkable reception, and seein to see him 
with pleasure, but in icality sdl their atteaiia^s are only for 
the moment, and they encourage go particular intimacy 5 
their habitations are the residences of tranquillity and soli¬ 
tude; their festivals have the sajpc character with them¬ 
selves. At the carnival they dress in njfi^squcradc ijtl.the< 
evenings, and go to the houses of their Wends and rela¬ 
tions, where they dance to the sound of a guitar or wretclied 
violin. During the eveiurfgs of th« summer we often see 
groups of men aTid women m the streets, and in the centre 
of each group, a man and woman, who in an awkward man¬ 
ner imitate the Spanish fandango, while the whole of the 
orchestra consists of a guita'rj upon which any one who 
pleases may play, though he knows little moi<?of the science 
than running his fingeis over the strings? A lamp bung 
over the door of the house where this group are enlcitained, 
gives light to the joyous assembly. E\ery cmc who chu^cs 
dances m his turn, a^d pays a trifling sum. And the bull 
always concludes with the Inost noisy acclamations. 

St. John’s day is celebrated by laces of horses, mules, 
'and assos, which take place lu one of' the piiocipal streets 
of the town. The cpmpetitors are of the common people, 
who are e.!tlremely delighted if they win a small stiver spoon, 
or some other trifle, as a prize in thei*e giujicg, * • 

The mariners keep the feast of Sr. Peter by boat race* in 
the port; those who .are first in leceive the puze, which iy 
a hat oirtametittfd with acolouied iibbon. These speptacles 
attract a ctoiid of the inhabitants, who all seem to take a 
great interest in the perEonuanec. 

The Minorcana are generally superstitious, and tnUC^ St? 
tabbed to their religious ccrcni mies and pioc^ssions^ til 
which they aie alwojs derinius of playing a patt_. Ou tb« 
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day pn wKich the Dieu is keplj wht>ev€r 
thetnWlves in the costuinei.of theRuuian war/'ioM; wUoe?« 
CAA sehd thither one of his childrtn dresspd to represent k# 
apgel, p^rchase to themselves t^e privile&e of hoin^l clodbetf 
religious habit at the time of their ocath.ij 
Ivicans haye nearly ih^ same character and custoiftk 
the inhabitants of the Baleaiu s; they only diSbr in tliei| 
eSrtreme ignorance and coarseness of mauneis. ‘Keverthe* 
Ibss they are said to be brave add good seamen. 


CHAP.‘ XI. 


TUB ITtDUSTBY AND CpMI^EBCE OF THE BALSABIC AND 
FITHIOSIAH ISLES, WITH THE DIALECT OF tllE JNHA- 
BlTAMtS. 

In, a country where agriculture, the first of the arts, is 
still IB- its infancy, any great degree of skill or industry is 
not to be expected ; neither can there be any diversity of 
manufactures. The islandeik entertain among them those 
arts and trades which may be denominated of absolute ne¬ 
cessity ; such as those of building. Clothing, &c. The articles 
which are mamifactured in their woikshops for exportation 
are in no great quantity. 

The Mtyorcans manufacture blankets, carpets, and wor¬ 
sted sashes, some of which are sent to Malta, to Valence, 
Sardinia, and ^ven to America. Neither the quantity noi 
quality of these manufactures catt make them very profit¬ 
able articles of exportation. 

The neople wear a sort of coarse cloth, which is manu¬ 
factured in the islwd ; they also "wear -a kind of woollen 
ftriped stuff, that is equally coarse and clumsily made; a 
40^1 partjif this is sent to Catalonia and Valence.* 
t ^e vbole'uf fI.eiriijBen clolli is consumed in the island, 
and does not constitute one of then articles of exffortation, 
^ih,the exception only of the qunntity for the use of the 
nayy, vrhich is -ent to the ports of Spain. Jtids in general 
thOi^jlit to be good, but is of high price. 

manufacture theit silk into taffeties, dk* 
aie‘never exported. * >< 

^ Thcjkrislai^^s have a great icp&lation in Spain for thcit 
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nlaLdr,Y4)r|; * «<id they syin to roe very well to o|j^ve UjL 
Itieit ar^cl« have a strength and solidity' which 
them Tecy durable; and in many t»l' their ^igqs isj^i^be 
noticed an ejc^Htion, which roust have ret||uir«d 
patience as hu^ it is sto be regretted, tbHti|ln'l^ 

their laboars there is still the fashion of the fifteenihki^' 
tury. In general their designs are mostly exeoHted ’wrw. 
great neatness, but the quantity and sa<roeness of thete 
give these articles an antique appearance, which can 
please the eye. of foreigners, accustomed to see ihe 
beautiful shapes of modern furniture. Some of the MayCnjv. 


can articles, of this kind of inlaid wo|k, are expensive, being! 
washed with silver; but these are not so well executed, noo 


do they look to so much advantage. The Majorcans are 
not expert in tho art,of gilding, and'there arc never to be 
seen any, of those elegant wmanients in bronze and gilt 
copper, which are so much admirer^ in France. 

At Palibb there is a free-school, to teach the art of draw¬ 


ing, where the young go to take lessons in the ialaid-work. 
This establishment is under* the 'protection of the society 
called “ The Friends of the Country.*' f • 

There are also two printing houses, but they only prinii 
the decie^ and proclamations of the government, notices 
to th6 public, and a journal, in which is atlnounoed the 
arrival and departure of tlie trading vessels, the state of 
their cargoes, and the commodities which are to be pub*- 
licly sold. These printitig houses are so ill managed and; 
ill famished, that if they werS united they ttuuld not print 
an edition of the smallest literary wptk. ■ 

The Majorcans make a great quantity of brooms and 
baskets of the leaves of the .palm tree. Although this ar¬ 
ticle is of little cott$ider«tion, they do not fail to export it 
to a certain amount for the ports of Spain, and even for 
Marseilles in tipse of peaces The ventures of the masters 
of the merchantmen and* of the Majoicau sailors often 
coxuiiA of the leaves of the palm. 

There is a glass-house at Palma', where, however, they 
spake only the most common glags. They do qot e^ea 
know how to fabricate the black glass.*"T!rts inaSiufactoty 
does not.export any of its aiticles. 

In makh!^ the article of oilj the Majorcans, afjer haviag. 
mrtracted.^t from the olive, content theihselves with pres*-. 
liNM it twice from the gross, or crust. This second oil » 
addra to the fiwt: thev thrdw awau tlie srross. from which. 
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however, they might still draw at constderahk ^Qautity c# 
g«^ oil. 

^ey ooly make use oV soft soap, *and are not at all ac- 
with the method of making it into cakes. i 
Majorcans do not dertve any advantage fifom their 
oj^ge>i!owers, angelica, wild celery, or maidenhair, nor 
laom their immense tjHantity of flowers, not even from the 
^ses. It is -now four years since a French distiller, in 
ipnttnership with a Genoese, set up at Majorca. The So¬ 
ciety of the Fiiends of the Country welcomed them, and 
gave them sanction| and obtained an eacciusive privilege in 
^eit favour for the dutillation bf orange flowers for the 
term of six years. I left that establishment in a state of 
forwardness^ which gave every promise of success. 

An aptitude, and even taste, for the arts and sciences of 
every kind, cannot be denied to the Majorcan. Tins 
island is yet but a hew pountry, where the moral,,virtues of 
the inhabitants, and the productions of the soil, are capable 
of the hiost happy developeme,nt. 

The Minorcans and the Ivicans have really no kind of 
Saannlkt^tue which could be an article of exportation ; the 
physical productions of their islands are the only articles 
of which a small poriinn is sometimes sent abroad. 

The Balearles weie for a long time the center of a flon- 
rishitig and extensive commerce. They were not indebted 
to their local wealth for this prosperity, but to their advan¬ 
tageous situation, between the shores of Afiicu and Spain. 
Among the first Settlers in the jfialearics were the Phoenicians 
add Gieeks: tbese*peopie were merchants and seamen. They 
earned with them into their new settlemenis the spirit of 
trade, and tlieij skill in navigation. The llomnns, more 
emulocs of the glory acquired by conquest than the posses¬ 
sion of wealth, gained by deep speculations, continued, 
however, for their own interest, to protect- the trade and 
navigation of those commercial nations which submitted to 
their iajvs. Tlie inhabitants of the Balearres participated m 
th«se encouragements,' They then became subject to the 
Moors, thealesceq{lpnt|.of the Cartliagt^'nians, who were so 
famous for their maritime powcis lor the wealth Which 
cfpne to their ports, for their extensive* commercial con- 
Dcc^ons, and for ^eir oslonishing industry and activity. If 
Ibe Africans, when mallets of Majorca, be compared with 
the, COn^nertys of th^, Homans and the conquerors of 
ay otiserve, that they have' always in S 
‘ Ihq, mereantile spirit, which distiGp- 



BIS'fd^RV OF MAJORCA. 119 

* 

litklied and enriched iheir ancestors. It mayitalso be 
obsofFed U)a*t ,they communicated their particular ha^s 
and necessities to the inhabitants of tlie Balearics, as vre}l, 
at the same time, as the desire of supplying them, I mean 
at the epoch of the conquest df Majoica by king Don Juyme 
the First. They yet preserve in the archives of Palma, records 
which are aa^entic monuments of the former prosperity oT' 
these islanders. Don Jay me the First, peaceable possessor of 
the island of Majorca, occupied himself in the partition of 
the lands; he kept one half, and divided the other among 
the lords who had accompanied him,|ahd assisted in the 
conquest. The proprietors were for% long time themselves 
tne managers of their possessions, attending to the cultiva> 
tion of the grounds, and the increase of their value. Pre¬ 
scribed at first ter the enjoyment of the particular produc¬ 
tions of the island, they sood afterwards opened their eyes 
to the facilities which the situation offered for procuring in 
abundance * all that was necessary to their wants. The 
inhabitant of the country '|yas ;solely charged with the 
work of agriculture. The proprietor took up bis'resi-^ 
dence in the town, became speculator, merchant, and na¬ 
vigator; his progress wus^rapid, and the most flattering 
success encouraged and recompensed the first efibrts of his 
industry. Commercial establishments were formed at Palma; 
its port became filled with merchant ships, and these might 
be reckoned three hundred square-rigged vessels at the 
commencement of |be thirteenth century.^ New settlers 
arrived to augment the population of the country, and a 
great numhar of the villages which now rdbain, were buil^ 
about the same epoch. 

The ruins of ancient edifices cqnstitute*irrevocable testi¬ 
monies of remote revolutions. There are not to be seen at 
Majorca the remains of temples, nor of public buildings. 
We do not meet with those monumeutal inscriptions whjch 
in Greece help tp acquaint us with the religion, laws, and 
manners, in a word, with the history of the first inha¬ 
bitants ; but here the traveller Will find the traces of the 
fiourishing stale of ijie Balearic isles past£r>or 40 those 
ifttreiUs. We cannot but contemplate with interest, the Ex- 
ehange of Pabua, and the grandeur of that edifice. The 
^auty and'.boldness of the architecture ,pf which attest, 
the wcahlf'of the eoiqnierce, and the progress of the arts, 

S am the thirteenth century. The inclosure of the walls of 
e pity, 00 the side of the sea, is tiltogetber modern: jt' 
separates the Place Terra-Sana from the spa-shore, of 
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f0wiiecij made pMt. Th%re ma^ . 

gilJ0 vchkh eomipaniceted with we ^ortt^lnf 
fcoi» we WWo to llw sea-side is the wburb St, CaTOarlh^ 
fni^iteB by tlic sailtws '• this saburb fotmerlj' eaei^^did ii 
fith|i|4;he biJl where th^ Cattle of Belvoifi*!* sitoftthd, the 
jrem^iH of wiBoh may still be seen; and at )!^et tiokij^ 
^pnlstion must have beea much more consiraeWible. 
INUnber of seambn is> witbout contiadiction, the most evi.* 
dent pTootjof the ptogress and fiourishiog state of nawga- 
tioB. There is also to be seen some femaittf of docks fat 
the building of sltps» and of storebOtiseii situated on the 
^ores tbe semi-cir€le, which is described by the roa4» 
stead to Palma. ' ^ 

' From the time of the fifteenth century, the commercial 
e^hlishments of the Genoese at Majbrca'were so eonsider- 
able, as to bafe an E*ch|inge to themselves. I^ey^theti 
occupied thfe qaaiter of the city, now inbabh^ by the 
descendants of the Jevsi, whb aiis branded wittr^oe ridicu¬ 
lous Appellation of (CAo*fette8)rowls, ' 

Tbfy presferve’in tbe aichiveS'of thenhi^irttfty of Palma, 
some very ancient sumptnaiy laws, wbk:Ji^|fficiently prove 
the progress of luxurys. •and, at, the samepiltiie/.tnttest tl»« 
opulent fctat? of the IWbbit^ts. These' laws Settled the 
freight ot the chains of goldj^hicb, as at the present time, 
made a part of the costume of the women. 

Majorca, from its particularly advantageous situation, was 
one of the pvtijcipal morts fiy the rich and valuable com¬ 
modities of Indi^ vtbich wes^jbrougbt by sea fiom Dami- 
Otto, wbete they,1fijm oenVhwd by the cardvans which 
crossed the deserti. The productions of Asia and of Africa 
acciiinoiated ib the w.arehotrses Psima, fVom whence 
tbeyrpassed into Spain, Fiance, cBnd Italjr* Thus Migofcal 
was one of the cbtfef markets of Europe; navigation and 
the. arts weie yet in their infeoey ; attd the indotewee' of 
die neighbouring roahfriea paj-ed tribute to the actitky of 
fhe kJajort ahs.. At length tbe raya,6f fifehf, from 
fli|d experience begad toefirend otifeir theconn went; i||iafw 
di^Venes'' wSr©»„ia^' and tbe ehoouragements of kings 
***‘^'wviMeign ptincPB,^xciteli ehiblation. Men dr geitius,’ 
coftcbived 'thbl^retpi^r he A pos- 
rthe Indies by ajtdy not s^t®scover<fd, 
fck directly from wence thOTb productl(li|| 
^n eerU^med to obtain at second bSM 
Wis Island thus becornn holy a pfdfiiii:^ 
saturaHy lostf|^«almost eotfrely, thtj icohan* 
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•ppcig^of, which ,{t was ^>osscssed, at the time wh«^ it was 
.^Ifipsarate atid independant state. Their maEitfiKi ami 
/^otn'mercial law,8/tlieir customs and duties, all were eptji^ 
<jtf]c«laled for th,e,iti«ividunl interest of the isi«od**#^| 
ah entire chhPge toafc plage, and Majorca Wa^ 
jected to the^pame laws as the other provinces.of, thawK®r 
^oHi, of the island was now a part. 

sjiuie liirte, *WB8 no longer the lesidence bf a tbonarcl^ 
who«e presence and conit atti acted thither a pnnitWr m 
stran^eis, which cilcumsianrc encieased the wealth of t»|^ 
island, aijd eucQpntjged ftie eutulation of the islanders. noV 
only in the cultiv'atipD of the lands^ bdl also in the -arlV 
commerce, and navigation.. A more numerous populi^J 
tiou supplied labouieis foi' agncnlime, seamen for com¬ 
merce, and solditys fqr tlie defence of their’countiy. The 
nobility studied tiie use of arms, and the art of navigation. 
In the le^tods of Palma may be scch proofs,^that there was 
not a fatu^, of the latter class, whA h did not at least fur¬ 
nish an arpied gallev at tluii own e.tpeiice. The marine 
military fori^^was sofficieutl/strohg fo give pfotectibn to 
the active industry of ther merchants. The Barberians/ 
who pooplp the shores of Africa, fat as thb‘ stfai^p of 
Gibialtari new exact from* Spai O,qte| !yerY humiliating ,tri¬ 
bute. Sev'lt’m of the same f^nio^ at that <ime, pSyed 
tribute to the Majouans. Tli^ prospeiity of the island, 
which is now only a smal] part of those states which com* 
'pose the monarchy of Spain, insfnsiHly languishes. The 
wars of the Airagonian kings fhrsl'sljnck at their prosperity, 
by draining J;he "island of mgn find Majorca, fifce 

the other pioviuces, being obliged toi^lhsh its piopqrtioo. 
The expulsion of the Moors fiotn thte statesof Spain was 
fatal to the prpsjietilyjOf the kihgdom. This measure, 
dictated by an abst.i'd mid perhaps ilUjndged zeal far 
j^igion, by consj^eiably (TuniDisbing the population, 
took from ogricukure, from the arts, commerce and nftvi- 
gatm^^ great number of men, who 'cairied their activity 
andSd^IJ^'atnnnS people whoinew'lheir value, and who 
dfieriptthem the comforts of u home|_ w ith the gneottrage. 
ment their, JaboHrs dc*servqd, /ree fwn ttf?*KHWfiCul1ies they 
were subjetjt to in' Uieir native islaiuk Majorca thus pro¬ 
bably lost^f/e than any other pan of Spajh by this emi- 
^ation. ’]H|w much has France had to r^ret the revoea* 
^,n of the edict, which in proscribing the protestate 
ehricbed' with «ur industry,'feept aivay people wbollSIra 
Sp weU bow to profit by advtmtuges. 

■*aas. SAvWBiXB.] - 9 
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The < Iscovery of the Cape of G^od Hope made a ehan^ 
in the course from India ; Majorca ceased to®be the mait, 
aw was .tseli soon reduced to leceive commodities at se* 
coml and third hand The pro<iress of navigation in neigb* 
boUring countries at length ^'niirely deprived the island of 
those advantages it might dei.ve fioiii the activity of Us 
l^avy. Such have been the causes of the decline of the 
commerce of the island of Majorca, 

The commeicial connections of the inhabitants of the 
Balearic- do noi cx.eiid at picsent beyond the .shores of 
Spu.n, A.iica, a.id France, in the Mediterranean. Tbe 
Maj orean aiiicles Id exportation ore oils, wines, biandies, 
almonds, oranges and lemon*, beans, capers, and a small 
t^Uantity ot cheese. 

The amouni of the oil exported, isyaliy-d at about eleven 
millions of Vieoeh hvies.. These oils are almost entiiely 
conveyed to Spain and Marseilles in Majorcan vessels; a 
veiy small quantity is Also exported to the North, to Eng¬ 
land, Holland, Sec. but the English and Hutch come hither 
for it themselves. ’ “ 

' The amount of the wines is valued at near six hundred 
and fighty-five thousand and seventy livres; most of which is 
exported in ships, which mahe u a part of the stores for their 
,own use,: a small pait is conveyed to the continent of 
Spain, and some inconsiderable quantity to Ameiica. 

- The biandies are exported unilfr the Majorcan flag to 
Bircelona, Mah^a,'and Cadiz, from whence they go to 
America. The- Lnglijh, Hutch, the Ihihcs, Sec, also come 
sometimes to Mi^orqa for these brandies. 'I’lie amount of 
the exportations of this commodity is about one hundred 
and seventy-seven thousand lures. 

There tvie l-i,0()0 miUicrs, or thousand weight, of oranges 
and lemo.iR exported under the Majoican flag to tbe south¬ 
ern provinces of France ; the amount of tbe value exceeds 
two hundred thousand livres. 

The ainvunl of the cheese which is exported to Barce- 
looa, and some other puns of Spam, is at most from thiity- 
hve to forty thousand hvres. 

Almost the'wtf^e exportation^ of almonda goes to Mar¬ 
seilles : thb artieie may amount to sixty thousand livres. 

Most of the cdpers are also taken, to. Marseilles, and the 
BtnOuut may be ftom sjx to seven thousand livres. 

Of ibe*»s, which is* the only sort of ptalse exported to 
Spatp, quantity may be valued at about fotty ihousaud 
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Tweive millionii, two* hundred and two t'ho«sand> fiife 
ii\lQdred and’ninety livres, is the total amount of the p^- 
sical productions of the island of‘Msyorca, which are^r- 
ticles’of exportation, to which ,ihe industry of the islanders 
adds but very little, ’ 

The Majorcans receive in exchange for their physical 
productions, corn, rice, salt provisions, tobacco, sugar, 
coffee, woollen and other cloths of different qualiljes, 
manufactured silks, and merceries of every description', 
drugs, gun-powder, plapks, and wood for building, irOn 
and other aiticles for the use of their shipping. ' 

The grain imported from Africa ^mounts to the sum of 
seven hundred thousand hvres. 

The rice, salt provisions, sugar, and coffee, which they 
have almost enttrely from Fraucc, amount to about six 
hundred thousand livres. • 

The cloth of diflerent sorts, silks, and mercery, which 
are supplii^ mostly from the soutnern parts ol h.-auce, are 
valu«'d at niue,hundred and seventy-seven thousand, nine 
hundred and fourteen livres.* 

The drugs, gun-powder, tobacco, wood for buildin#, 
ir<.n, artns, and materials for the navy, 8lc. which are al¬ 
most all imporieA frewn S^ain, amount to the sum of seven 
hundred and seventeenahooaand, five bundled and seventy- 
eight livres. 

The sum total of the.importatioDS in the island of Ma¬ 
jorca, is nearly two millions, nine hundred au.d trinety-five 
thousand, four hundred and iiiujety-two livfes. 

The hal.nue in favour of the Mnjorcaas is, according to 
these calculations, nine million, two'hundred and seven 
thousand, and ninety-eight Uvre',or S8,3fi^. 8*, 8d. sterling. 

li is well knownj that tjbe yealth of a commercial peopm 
depends on the value of *tlicir local iproductions, and those 
which their industry furnishes to other nations, in propor¬ 
tion to the mercliandize which they receive ; it is thus that 
the balance is settled, and that one may judge bow far a 
nation ought to extend its commercial connections in im¬ 
portation as well as cjtporlation. If forq|Qer^ he tbe souice 
of wealth, it is also paovod, that it cotnribufes to the 
decadence of a nation, fiom the time when it becomes loo 
much extended; it then receives much more than it 
give in exchange for its own produce. * 

This fact is but too sensibly experienced by the Mak^- 
'cans: poor in the natural produce oHbe island, afld faotdng 
OeiyitsiLtttorks nof manufactures winch might suhldv^ho 

' a 
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deficicnc}'. They export very fttvv articles of their owrf 
growth to those nations, from whom they reefeive not only 
alpthat belongs to the ehnvenienre and enjoyment of life, 
but even most of those aiticlcs which are necessary to their 
existence. , 

The Minorcans export a small quantity of clieese, which 
if sold in Italy; the amount docs not exceed twenty thou¬ 
sand francs, of French money. They obtain from the 
fleeces of their flocks a surplus of wool, winch may be valued, 
at most, at the sum of thirty thous^ind livies. "I'hc honey, 
wax, and salt, piioduce about ten million livres above the 
consumption of the islandi-is. The exportation of wine, 
added to what is consumed in the island by the troops and 
forcigneis, which is always paid for in ready money, 
amounts to about three bundled and fll'ty'thons.ind livres. 
The islanders thus acquire, from the (luanlity they send 
abroad, only the sum of four hundred and ten thoLsand 
livres. * 

They import the articles of wheat, oxen, sheep, oil, 
brandy, tobacco, rice, sugar, coflee, and spices; woollen 
and other cloths, iron, planks, cordage, gun-powder, tai, 
&c. The amount of the importations is evidently gieally 
superior to that of exportation'; the balanec, thercfoic, 
cannot bo in favour of the Minorcans. 

The consum])tion of the English, at the time when they 
were in possession of Rlinorca, hrd given to the eommo- 
'dities of this island an extraordinaiy value, wliieli put inio 
circulation a veiy considerable sum, to whlcli wire added 
the profits the islanders derived from the sale of those 
articles which came from abroad. The economy of the 
Spaniards in tbqir manner of living has put a stop to these 
aa vantages. 

The Minorcans might nevertheless ameliorate their situa¬ 
tion, by industry and labour. However infertile the island 
may be, there are many articles which tlie cultivation of 
the soil might grow to advantage. 

Cotton succeeds very wdi, and it would bo easy to in¬ 
crease the ptoduc§|j)f this plant, so as to make it an article 
of exporta'tion fb“a considerable amount. The Maltese ex¬ 
port from ijifli’island as much as fifteen .thousand quintals, 
besides wl||i||is used in the country. The soil of tlie island 
of Malta ilfcsujetTly not more fruitful than liiat of Minoica, 
but the Maltese linvc an activity which doca not belong to 
the Miporcans. Why do they not cultivate nvilh care and 
number of olive trees, whose fiuit wojijd &a 
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Wll recompence the h'Jbouis of the countrymag. The 
Minorcans hsive their oil trom Majorca; they might pMe. 
babiy be soon saved this cxpcnce*, and have at the smie 
tune & surjdus of their own piodiicc. 

The capers abound in c\c»vpartof the island, and yet 
the Minorcans derive no advantage from them beyond 
theii* ovtn consumption. How easily might they make^of 
them an article of expoifation 

Flax and hemp succeed perfectly well : might not the 
quantity be encirased i }Vhy do not the Minoicarin uianu™ 
lactuie tlietnselves the clotlis which thevaie now obliged to 
Inu'c from abroad ? They might pi usably cany this biartch 
of indusiry still farther. • 

The canes and reed'-, so common in the island of Mi- 
noica, aie of tlint qoality which so much sought after 
hy the drapeis; and yet tiie Minoicans neglect to piofit by 
this advantage. ^ 

Ihe *^latCj whicli is found in abundance in many parts of 
the islaiul, also presents a valuabh' article ot speculation. 

1 lie fjce-stonc, oi which they liave such qnaniities, might 
sine for ihe ballast of tbeii outnard-bouiid vessel®, nmf 
then he sold abroad for olhci fieight. 

ftlastic, aloes, and many other drugs, grow in pure 
vasie, for the Minorciths make no use of tlfem, and yet 
tlu-y might foijsUtute aiticles of commeicc. 

liees Mould thrive e.iiceedingly in an island which so 
abuutuli in aiomalio plants: thos^ot Minorca pioduce ck- 
celhnl wax, and the honey is in much esteem. It would 
ceitainly hi* to the interest of the Minorcans to extend this 
souice ol wialili, by encreasing the number of hives. 

"I'he MiiU'u.ius might follqw the example' of the Major- 
cans, aiiM derive a’profit from the sallVon of the island, an 
aiiiele ot which they now*make but little wsc. 

IJesides their own consumption, these isl.tnders might 
cxpoit a considerable quantity of fiuit. Their oranges, 
Icmonfe, figs, almonds, and pomcgiauates are of a quality 
not at all iiifeiior to the same fruits of Majorca. Jt vvould 
he very easy to increase the inin^er^qttlicje valuable 
tiees. • . * 

bait might be made, without any trouble, a very intciest- 
ingaiticle of ex])uitution, as the Minbrcuns have a means 
of procuring it, whii li is very easy. Jin iniuiy places on the 
coast the rocks arc flat, and raised a little above the sur¬ 
face of the sen; when the wind blows fiesb, the wayes> 
(Cover them from oug end to the other, so that in^time, the 
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ciiH eats into the softest parts, an(? forms » great number <if 
W^ail cavities, sepaiated one from the other I'y the partvof 
the rock which have resisted its power; tlicse cavities being 
filled with the sea water, one day’s sun-shine is sufficient 
to dry them up, and form tl*e salt. ’ll''omen and children 
are employed in the evening to codect it, and fill the cavi¬ 
ties again with water. 

1 have already mentioned the numerous kinds ot fish with 
which the coast of Minoica abounds; these, if salted, 
aniulil make an important article c;f exportation. 

Jfavigation, in uartieuliu, pteseiits to the Minorcans the 
means not only to iiqu'date their debts with foreigners, but 
another source of certain benefit. ’J’he advantages deiivcd 
from navigation have raised Holland (o a degree ol power, 
which has placed it in a situation to r£\al those nations 
whose commerce was most ‘‘extensive. iSavigation alone 
has maintained the smpll repgblie of Kagiisa, who.se terri¬ 
tory is so confined, and almost every where covcied 
with barren rocks. The ,inhabuants of this little state wore 
like porters or carriers of the commerce of the Medi- 
lerraifean. They had deserved the confidence of the 
.tnerchants of every lidding nation, and their ships weie 
not inactive in port. The Minorcans have, more than 
•any other people, the means of successfully imitating the 
example of those navigators: as they arc almost all seann ii, 
the port of Mahon presents evasy con*'eiiieiiec for llie 
building and repairing ot' ships. jAccustoiiied to live fiu> 
gaily, the viridalling of these vessels would not be very 
expensive: theytcoiild then afford to take in freight at a 
price which would always give them the preference. 

At the time ;vheii the island was in the possession of the 
English, the Minorcan merchants and .seaipen enriched 
themselves by the prizes taken by I heir armed vessels. 
Government particularly encouraged these cruisers: the 
warehouses oi Minorca wcie overstocked with merchan¬ 
dize of every description, which was exported Jo gfeaj; ad¬ 
vantage into neutral countties, and smuggled into the ports 
of the powersjyl]^h w^re armed agaipst the English. 

The commerce and- fta>viga4iuK of the Minorcans neces¬ 
sarily ^uflfered fromjW existing circumstances at tire time 
when they saile^ rfl^r the British flag; their ships were 
always ready to in<^i;cept the merchant vessels of Spain 
and France, in the Mediterranean; thus they brought 
■into thEir odup^ry considerable wealth. To enrich them- 
•rives, the expeocc of the English uade, it„ would 



ON tllB m?KO.V£ME'N1'- OF MINORCA. 12? 

be necessary to ^stjiblish cruizers in distant lati- 
tS<deg, as iiierchaiil ships near hotue are getieraHj' 
protected by the naval forces. On the other handf twwr 
own unercltant ships can scarcely escape the Eaglti^ 
cruisers,., which are continngilly on the coasts of these 
islands. It is not surprising, therefore, to see the ports of 
M iiioiea full pf unurnied vessels, which are laid up to rot 
in a state of inactivity. 

The completion of the Lazaretto tviH restore, or rather fix, 
the prosperity and trade^of tite island. The wealth of the 
Spanish ships compelled to go thither .10 peifonn their 
quarantine; and the daily arrival offordfgn vessels, attract¬ 
ed thither from the same motive, will be the means of 
circulating considerable sums in the island. The naval 
works will also ba another source of riches to the Minor- 
cans, when peace shall have given liberty and safety to 
the navigator. When the commerce of dilferent nations 
shall have filled the Mediterranean‘with its fitigs, the port 
ol' Mahon will offer them a shelter against tiie tempest, and 
will find the,m the necessary* materials for the purpose of 
refitting after a voyage. The Minorcans will priyfit 
the facility of their situation, and of the excellence of 
their ports; their industfy and activity will acquire a 
new spring. If tlie ship-biiildiag under *the English 
is a source of wealth to that nation, what may we not 
hope from this island becoming the focus of naval re¬ 
pairs for numerous foreign nations. Perhaps, 1 repeat 
vvliut I have already said, that to give, in*some measure, 
tlic first spiang to that prosperity, it would be necessary for 
the court of Spain to grant some years of freedom to the 
port of Mahon. Tlie island pf Minorca, pqor in local pro¬ 
ductions, can oiiVv*snpply manufivcturps, for which it is by 
no means qualified. It fs by her shipping only that Mi¬ 
norca can enrich herself; it is to that point that the activity 
of the inhabitants should be turned. In giving sup[>oi t and 
encouragement to these views, Spain would presently re-itn- 
burse herself for the loss of duties taken off for a time only; 
the charges of keepipg the island o|^ Mi norca would no 
longer a burthen on the public treasury, "tvery firing lan¬ 
guishes at present^ and it is proved, that the duties le- 
ceived from commerce and navigation are very insufficient 
for the expCnces for tlie use of the. soldiery employed by 
government. 

The inhabitants of the Pilhiusian Isles, content with .find* 
ihff enough to satisfy their immediate wants, kCiP up but 
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a small share of comnjerce with,strangers, nor even witli 
4|jeir neighbours : it is with clifHcuUy that they can be 
VOTed upon to export tven a sinali tjuahtity of woollen 
cloth, which is almost entirely consuinfed by the navy of 
Spain, and some oil which .goes to Majorca; gnd these 
trips are only the particular speculations of some captains 
of vessels. The laws of the country but too much favour 
the, natural indolence of tlie inbabiiants, and their want of 
inclination for any foreign trade. The exportation of corn, 
oil, and some Iriiits, are prohibited. Tbese, islanders, ac¬ 
customed to sow only the quantity of corn which is neces¬ 
sary (dr their own I'.onjumption, are subject, in tho^e years 
when the crops are not plentiful, to the want of In t^ad ; and 
in those seasons that the harvest is abundant, they lose the 
snrplus of their consumption, and, vith, the gieatest in- 
difterence, see it rot in their store-houses. Would it not be 
wiser to sutler the exportation of this corn to Majorca, 
whieli, in times of scarcity, im|)ort it from Africa ? On 
reflecting on the advantageous situation of the Pilhiti- 
sian islands, between the twd continents, of |iurope and 
Africa^ and considering the goodness of the ‘sdil, watered 
hy an infinite number of exedlcnt springs, the mildness of 
tire climate, the distribution of'the liubilations dispersed 
over the country, and thus, not forming towns or cities 
that are too jtupnlous, a distribution so lavoiirable to the 
labours-of agriculture; consideryig these circumstances., 
can one conceive the indigent state of the Ivieans ? jNature 
lias herself to supply their watits, and docs it not sociu, at 
the same time, tcbreproaeh their indolence. „ 

- The language of these islanders is nearly the same as 
that of the Caialoniansj from which it dilfers only in some 
particular words, and in the pronunciation of many others. 
A Catalonian is understood perfectly by a Majorcan, a Mi¬ 
norcan, and an Ivicau. At the epoch of the conquest of 
this isle by king Juyme tiie First, a considerable number of 
Catalonian families caaie and settled here, and iiitroiqiaccd 
the use of the language of .their own country. Muntaner, 
an historiaij, coicmporary with the expedition of king 
Jayme, aruriiiS'*uns fact, and add.s, that there remained at 
Majorca, of the Moors who formerly possessed the island, 
only a certain number of slaves, employed in the cultiva¬ 
tion of the lands," and a few families in easy circumstances, 
who bad embraced; Christianity, Benimelis and Dameto, 
l^ajorcan wriiers,' derive the dialect of their.country from 
tile Limosin.i lbui certainly there is not the smallest simi* 



tANffUAGE OF THE EALEARKS 129 

Itirity between these two ilialocis. On the contrary,a great 
rel^iblance and conforiTiity, ainl even a {n ifect saincncg*^ 
tnaybe observed between the (.'alalbniaii lunguage and that 
whicir is spoken in the soulhern provinces ot^ France; the 
same turn of expression, ih* same pronniiciation, and 
almost the same words. The trilling difterence w hich is at 
present observed between these two languages, proceeds 
from the habitual connections which consequently existed 
between the Catalonians and the Castilians. 'J’bey still 
preserve, in the records </ Barcelona, some acts written en¬ 
tirely in the language of Languedoc, and other dialects of 
the southern provinces of France, if^t'ere remained any 
doubt of the similarity and •conrorinitt* between the two 
languages, it would be removed on seeing a person from 
Languedoc arrive, for the first time, in Catalonia, lie 
would be able, without the help of an interpreter, to express 
liis wants ; at the end of eight dayj he converses fluently, 
and in less than a monlli he is a perfect master of tlic 
language. Coming from Ci^talonja to the Belcaric isles, 
one is surprised to find any ililiieulty in making oneself 
perfectly understood, although we meet with a great'num- 
ber of cxj)ressions which are imtircly the same as ju Cata¬ 
lonia and Languedoc. But the language of the inhabitants 
of llie Balearic is now a .mixed jargon, composed of the 
dialects of the several nations which have successively been 
in possession of these islands. The words of which this 
language is com[>osoil are a sort of monumental records, 
that may serve to follow the series of the m?iny revolutions 
which these islanders liiive experienced. • Unless one had 
been accustomed from infancy to live in a neighbouring 
country to the Halouric, it is.diflicidt to spsak a language, 
which is that of Languedoc, embarrassed with words which 
arc Syriac, Carthaginian, Greek, Koinan, Vandal, j-lrabic, 
Catalonian, and Castilian. It is not easy to distinguish 
from which of these dialects the pronunciation which most 
prevails among these islanders is derived. A foreigner 
finds it very difficult to acquire,'because of the nasal and 
guttural sounds. For the letter I is 

letters; and tlie letters <» and e are perpelninry confound¬ 
ed. For example, they will pronounce sa a/mie, for ccnuisci, 
the shirt; es pare for el padre, tlie father, &c. ISever- 
theless, they give the true pronunciation to tlie article in 
other expressions ; they tio not say c.s rep, the king ; es bisbe, 
the bishop ; hurt el rep, cl bisbe. lit some villages of Ma¬ 
jorca... RS; 3 _t ^llenza, the letter I never loses its»soi^4 in the 
•- -T. SAUViiUR.] R 
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pronunciation of the article. These defects of language 
are observed in every country, where a distaisce of eigl)> or 
Nn leagues makes a differeiiee in the pronunciatioi^’and 
the language also varies very materially. A strange* would 
find hitnseif very much at a^loss, on his arrival at Minorca,' 
if the islanders of a certain rank w'ere not acqnainled with 
the Spanish language, and the common people siiifiidently 
so, if not to speak it, at least to iindersUiud it. At Minorca 
we find many persons, particularly among merchants and 
seamen, who write and speak very well both I'reiudi and 
Knglish. The length of time that this islanil was possessed 
by each of theseViayoiis, has made the use of these lan¬ 
guages very familiar to tlie inliabitants. 

As for the Ivieans, th(*y diiTer in their jargon liy a 
more giutural pronunciation, and vyry few of them under¬ 
stand any Spanish. » 

I observed with surprise, and some regret, that in these 
islands, while the mfn pride themselves on the study and 
use of the Spanish language, the women obstinately persist 
in that of their own noisy favgon ; even when they know 
the«Spanish. One can only impute this ridiculous liahit to 
the extreme vanity of the sex, and not to that dillidouce 
which is always an ornament to beauty. 


CHAP. "Xll. 


COSTUME OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE BAI.F.AK1CS ANB 
P1TUIU.^ES.-ANTICJUITIES OF THESE ISLANDS. 

In reflecting on the variety of costumes which arc still 
preserved by the inhabitants of the Balearics, 1 fancied that I 
discovered, as in their dialects, som^ interesting vestiges 
of tlie many revolutions they have experienced. Without 
refen .iig to what is said by Diodorus, of the custom of the 
first inltiil>'’*»-.'rtB-‘goi*.tg naked, let 'us take them IVoui the 
time of their civilization. "Tlieir clothing was then com¬ 
posed of the skins ot animals ; from whence is the epithet of 
.SVsm/odHes, which was given them by the poet Lycophron. 
At the present time'this dress is still to be seen among the 
Majorcan shepherds. The husbandman, careless about 
moderu.fashions, preserves the habit of His ancestors : and 
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his costume a kind ot* nionimicntal record of « very 
aiio^i. date. His calotte or cap, ^is short hair, his h Ojin;’ 
coat,\iis large I)r('eches, and his shoes without huckles, 
recid to the mind the (Irecks, who were the fust ailies of the 
iiihahilants of the Jlalearies. The sort of short | etiieotit, 
wliicit they wear over tlii.i* breeches, ajspears to be tfie 
sagiim of the Uoinans, in time of peace. 

'I’liese isliinders liave not adopted the use of the 7 'cd, a 
net in wlttcli the (loihs eontlncd their hair. It :s latiicr 
surprising; Ihtit this head».dre,'S, which is -o I'tuvei .<ivi iti 
Spain, lias not gained e.dmittance in thwi’ isiaiitl'-. winch 
have mostly been peopled from ihetiftnfof the co:.';iiesi of 
kitig.hiyme by Catalonians, amongst whom the red s sti.la 
disimgiiishing pari of i he eostutne. Of the habit of thetii ths 
the i.s!iuid<'rs havb otfly rettiined the tunic, wh,o h tlic 
aticictii.setilh d .s^tvVtge, and which they wore over tticij other 
garnifiits, in their countrv mn|)loyim' 4 ils. 

'I'heii' eostutne has also Route resemhhmce to that of tire 
jtresent tirceks, who are tmdei»ilic dominion of the Turks : 
if ntetds to our rememhnuiee the reien of the Moors in the 
lliileaiies. 'J'he islanders diil'er p;irtieulatly Irt):;! the fJrecks 
in the length of the habit, \jhieh they wotir miieh sh-uter ; 
atut they have tiot tidopted the custom of vvciiiiug whis¬ 
kers on the upper lip, nor do lltey wettr the turban. 

On lest ival days the peasant lass aside hi.s usual costume, 
and a|)pears in the Spani.slt tliess of the time of king J lyme 
iht I nst. On seeing the black cape, the large phdied nift, e\)- 
veriiig the shoiil.ders tmd jairt ol the breast; atui the vast hat, 
turned Ilf) on tttfii sich-, reseinbling that worn*bythe' eecle.sias- 
tics of the pre.sciit <lay, one may alniost fancy lliat we are still 
in thethirteenth cenljiry. Wcfmid e xactly thiscostnine in the 
many portraits of ihaiagCj The simple inhabitant of iiie 
country, in these vestments, the coniteetion of which w ith 
the time of hi.s anecstors he is totally unacquainted wdth, 
lives happy in the bosom of a ninneroiis family, and knows 
not thp pbison of the luxury which corrupts tiie luoials in 
tities.and towns. 

At Papua, at Maho«, and even at>Ivwc J. hi;[c» do es not 
remain tlio smallest vestige*of Ihe eostuines of (he iincicmts. 
1 he iaticlava is no I’onger known bat from htstory, though 
Strabo asserts that it was invented by the injjahilants of the 
Balcarics. ^rtiose who tnblibit the towns and cities of these 
isles, prefer the European habit, particularly tlu't of the 
t’rench, and tWfey are very fond of ^fearing a military uni¬ 
form..A'e*:b..lhy exception, however, of the Minoretjus. 
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I'lie women in the capital, as in fho otlier islands, have th* 
•*SiirK! eusUiine, iroiu the luarcliioiiess oi the first f'aiiiil^to 
tire iiieiinest doinpstie?,' wliieii they wear in the hoir^e'as 
well as abroad. The head-dress is a kind of nnn’s /ouble 
handkerehief. The upper ope, which covers the head, is 
longer than the chin, and leavijig only the face to be seen, 
it spreads over the shoulders, and i-eaciies half way down 
the back. The two corners are crossed in front on the 
bosom. I’his head-dress, as simple as brconiiug, is called 
rebozillo, and is llie part of llu; costume cm wbieh ilie 
women set the bi”:!usi. value. Tliese reboziiios are geiie- 
rallyof iin.e musliff; sgoHopC'd, Many of them are v.-duahlc, 
from the (juautiiy of net clle-woik with which they arc orna¬ 
mented. and the e.xpeiisive lace Ciiih whicli iliey are 
triiniueil. 'I'he women aneoag tiie coni.'iem people sonic- 
tiines Wear th-em made cd' judoted eaheo, b .t meru gene¬ 
rally ol’ a ecuir-'er iiiu.-din, and trimmed woii a ecdoured 
ribhon. Whmien for’a moiHuiuir l;ab;l wear a biaek 
rebozillo, for a lu.'ar rebdion, and a 'viiite one, irimiiied 
witii biaek ribboi), for a morc-'disfan; friemi. 

' 1’ir3 iMiiua'ean women wc ar I'cer ibis head dress a seeoiid 

rebozillo, made, of eoarse led elmh, oriumieated vviili j'ib- 
bon, Wiiieb is geiierally yeiioeV. 'Ibi^ lebozillo is o*n!y 
worn wiihoui doors ; it i.s c.'alled the /iii'nh'li’. 

The women of Ivica wear ilie rebozdlo of a yellow 
colour; it is either of coarse elo;h, or (ninled ealieii of a 
yepy ordinary cpaality. A stranger who sees, for tim first 
time, the women of these rslands, cannot iielo admiring 
ibc beauty of -‘iicir hair, which fails belov' the wtiist, 
flowing at length, carelessly in the wind, iait wliat is his 
surprize when ,be is inibrmed that those beautil'id lrc>se.s aim 
o.nly arlificiai,? I lis tistoni.shinent increases when he sees 
the most cuanniiig young woineli cany' the ridiculous folly 
so far as to sacrlfcc their own beautiful hair, the finest or¬ 
nament of naliiic, to their prejudices in favour of this 
absurd fashion, ,and to take it from the head to which it 
belonged, to wear it ;t:s it false tail. What purpose, it may 
be asked, .does jiibs absmdity answer,.'' It is in vain to try 
to aceouru iof'7t. Tlio islanders themselves can give no 
reasob for the practice. When I have attempted to find 
fault wit!) the head-dress of their women, they retorted on 
me the wigs vvdfn byjuur ladies,, and indeed they seemed to 
bave some reason on their side. In faetj nothing ean be 
, more disgusling than the head of One cjP our ehgantes 
covered^ vyiiji false hair. I'hcy endeavour itp e xcu se this 
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Siistirdity by the jjvcttxt coiivenieRce: but wo are never- 
thoJcfis at libcwy to believe that vuiuiy alone gave fjirlli toj# 
this ^shion. (3ur I'reneli woriK'ti, i Impc they will pardon 
rne, not so wise as liie toxes in the labicy who would 

not. iiicnd to the counsel of dial Ibx ai'-untg them, who, 
Jut'.ng lost his own tail, advised them to eiitolF theirs. 

,U Ivica it is not unnsual in the founiry to lueet women 
v.earing a cow’s tail, adtled to llieremaiiis of her own hair. 
Vi'e may nvi .onaidy tloubl w lietlic'r this lashioa extciids be- 
voiid the Pithiuses. 'i'be ivlinoveans always wear a corset 
id' black silk, stiffened with trong v, halehone, w hich eon- 
linc-s sIk; body lightly, and ul\ea preveji^he proper growth 
oi' the lio'.om, IVom which proceeds too many ineonve- 
iiieneies, ami probably this i.s one oi' the causes ot'the pain¬ 
ful and I'atai .so i'lecjiient at Majorca. I’lic 

.sleevt'i aieaiso worn very nan^ju, and lerininaie above the 
elbow-, 'j iiev are made open in trout of the arm, and seem 
to be only what semp.sliessvs eaii hasted togctli(.-r: hut in a 
monruiiU’, habit they are sn-wed co close; they are orna- 
meni'(1 V, itli severiii buttons*!.!' gbid or .silver, and some- 
dim s of (irecions stones, 'i bis is a part of Majsrean* 
e.Klia'.agance. 'I'hese tight sieeves pievei'dng the free 
< irculalion of the blood, do not leave tlie arm room to 
act,idle its naiura! ronminos and beauty, lu general, the 
...lean wonmnare narrow (diestcd, and liave the ana 
il!-;onned and tlnn. .Vla]^ this observation of a strapgcr, itt 
odmr respects ;in admirer of their hcautie.s, merit their in- 
diilgfiue. 'Pile corset is onramented in li'ont with two 
rowsol' siivej- buek/es, placed longways, aijd answering the 
jmrpose of onr laces, to fasten tlie dre.-s close. But it is 
oulv the rvives of tradesmen and meehanies wlio vvear these 
buc.'de.s: the iatiit's have sidisiitnted a sloina<-!icr, fastened 
down the sides with .-ildiorfs, or oniamentefl with very small 
buttons, 'j'lic women ol' a hover ida.s.s and servants wear a 
half sleeve of elot.li, over the sleeve of tbe corset. The 
ptUieoat is generally him k ; but sometimes in the house 
tiicy wear them of white cr jitiuted calico. Tiie black 
peuieoats are onuimenied with fringes oi' silk, cotton, -a 
worsted, and sometiines o^ly.wilb a They 

arc always wont shurl, to show- the lower part ol the leg. 
T|ie Miijoreun women jiride tliemselves on always being 
well dressed about the feet; tlieir shoes itiive very high 
heels. Tlie ornaments worn by rich persons, and those in ‘ 
easy circumsla^'cs, consist of a netjdaee ot pearls, which 

niissiiKr iin(lf>r.Abf> rcliorll lo. lilHs bcluW tllC _ StOUlUCh ; a 
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jtnt'dal ftr cross of gold is gencr'.dlj' attached to it, and 
'sometimes a Mnlieso cross. I’hcy wear round )he wjiv^ a 
gold ciifiin, v\liich on or.e side hangs the length of thXpet- 
ticoat, and is terminated by an ornament of the samb pre¬ 
cious lueia!, on the lel't side, tied with a rihbon, or fastened 
with a small gold cliain to the corset ; they wear a medal¬ 
lion, enclosing the portrait of the father, tlie liusband, or 
the lover, but in(we generally the^ picture of a. saint. The 
Jtiajorcan vvtnneti also wear watche.s, aiui loud their lingers 
witii a number trf ring.s. . VV'ben<they go out, they cover 
themselves with a^ong mii.=lin veil, or one pf blwelc cloth, if 
tliey arc in niournthg.r 'I'his they call the matiiilla. They 
always eany in one hand a long ehapiet, ornameni.ed with a 
large gold lassel, ;it the end of wliich hangs a cross or 
nicdal. ' ■■ 

The 'Minorcans shew less fastc and fancy in their tlress. 
Tlicy also wear corsfU, and flowered silk petticoats; some 
of iheiti tire even eiiihroidcred with gold or silver. 'I hey 
plait the in verv full on die hip.s, and imdto tb.ctn as stiff as 
(possible. I'livis nothing can i;e. more encumbered than a 
Minorcan la.fly in a gala dicirf ; v.ben they sit uown, they 


jciniml me ol onr old ladies in jinop petticoats. 

The women in the eounlry geiier.dly wtar under tl e chin, 
■where the rebo/.illo is fasleued, a Inme bow or k,.oi of 


ribboti, v.iiicli fliey call the f]o<|ue. This ornament is often 
made of leather. '^I’liis flotpie .sif'ems to be a part of the 
thick ruffs formcily vvoin rpund the neck by the ancient 
Spauiard-s. '^t'lie wooif-n of the peasantry never go out 
without a large‘fiat, like that worn In-the im fi, hut orna¬ 
mented w'ith a black velvet ribbon, the ends of wliich flv in 


tlie wind hcbif.d the head. They, ]ik{? the women of the 
lower class in the towns, have, a sort of apron of striped 
calico, the whole of wliieli is gathered close, and scem.s 
only to be a thick [ilaited ornament down the front of the 


petticoat. 

At first sight, the rebozillo is the most striking part of tho 
costume of tliewoimn oT these islands. This head-dres.s^ 
of wiiiclr^y^y^i^mibi.uice is now to bo found, except in con¬ 
vents of nuns, \\as worn in ITancefrom the time of the Me- 


rovingi.'ius until the time of the reign of Ch'hrleo the Eighth, 
It was worn i,p Spain till the reign of Charles the Eifth. 
We still sec on the‘tnause.leimf.s of Poplet the statues of 
princesses lepiesentef with the rebozillo. Saints of those 
days wore also pauded in thi.s cosUune.v Tlie rebozillo 
.1 I introduced in these 'iglaftdi*liy tho 
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^falonian women who settled here, at tlie time of 
1 C conquest of,king J.iyme the iirst. Father Mariaifa re- 
itea^Uiat ilic Spanish women changed the vebozilio for 
le uiMiiiia in the reign of Philip the First, in tlie year 
506. • 

A.-cording to .Armstrong, llic'antiijiiities of the Balearics 
lay be divided iiilo three classes. Jn tlie first, sl.ould bu 
laced those oi' the most remote periods ; in tiie second, 
lose btioiiging»to ti.c Koninns; and in the lliird tlie anti- 
uitics of the Moors, 

111 sucli distribution, thi* author places in the first class 
le inoiuinionts, which tlie ishindcrs cail^ie altars of the 
it utiles. 1 saw several of tin gs in tin? isTiiud of Minoiea. 
'lie desi riplion wliieh Armstrong gives of one of tliese, 
hicli is siiiiated two inilc.s to tin; F..S.F. of Alayor, seems 
j me to be very e\aet. , 

It is built on an eminence, and surrounded by a w’all of 
irge flat slones, perfeetly well joiiAid together. This 
nel isure forms a oircidar plan oi about two lumdred yards 
iameter. In tlie center is atlarge* heap of rotigli stones, 
lied one on atiolher witlioul any emneiit. 'I'iiey form n 
one of about iliirty yards dirunoter, and nearly ilie .sinie in 
eight. 'I'here is a eaviiy in the base, llic entrance of 
;ii,i-li faee.s tbesoi.ili, and into vvliich a man may enter bv 
loi.|imu. 'Fhey have i iit around this pyramid a way ribout 
liree feet wide, l y whicli one may go to tlie summit, a 
urge flat .space, where seven or eight people may easily 
laud. Fr ui lienee may lie seen, to the soislii, a view of 
lie sea, ami on every oilier side an extensj^a- prospect, of 
he ODUnlrv. *\\ itliin tlie enelosnre, at some distance from 
be pyramid, arc I wo square stones, one of tliein placed per- 
leiidn'i.larly, and ilie»ottier liortzonlaily on life lop of the 
irst. Ti e one on tin; top » sixteen feet long and seven 
n’oad, and is tw'enly inclies in liiiekness. Tlie otlier seems 
o be marly tlie same size, Imt it cannot be measureii very 
ixaetly, because it is partly sunk in lliceaiili. Tliere is no 
race of a cbissel, and u is tiiouglit tli.it llicre was nevei 
any inscription nor other sculpture on this monument. 

Tliese two stoiics, fj<ftn llu .r^s'tuati(*n iftid'<fo«w»^(eern tc 
lave been an aiiar. ^Tlie fl?ii stone proiiably was used foi 
tlie sa rifiecs : but as it was very, higli above tlie level ol 
the Kromid, and const quentiy out of llie-tieacU-of-Tbt 
prica-t, tiiere is no doubt but Aiat liieie rflust nave been steps 
liv rnp«fw rkfivhioli lu* is found’t*^ 
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on tliic position and shape of the stones which ate fonUd at 
the fool of this altar. > 

As for the purpose for wliioh the islanders jnir^it have 
raised those heaps, Diodorus of Sicily tells us that the inha¬ 
bitants of the 13:d(;nrics piletl stones on the graves of tlier 
dead: and it is thought that they only erected iiionuineiMs 
in honour of disiii]giii>)ied persons, and very |)rol)ably on 
opening these pyramids tiicre wotdd he foi|jiid hunian bones. 
Tliese l)(.‘a|>s of stones present a kind of mnte history, be¬ 
fore the invention of writing, v^liieb serve to perpetuate the 
remeinbranee of their great nten, while the songs which 
arc iransinittcd^'Vom talher to son may be esteemed as the 
eornnieularies. In raising these kind of pyramids, the 
islanders seem also to have ba<l another jturpose in view. 
Such monuments are always placid en eminences, and so 
distant from each other, riiat tlu’V may be; seen from every 
part oi'the country. It is probable that they were at the 
same time intenrlcd’ for so many watch towers, by means of 
which lliey could disrover the apprtiacltes ol' an enemy', 
and from which they might make signals to put the iiiha- 
bhants on their gu:ir<!, ami give them time to join, ami fbeet 
the foe, or to hide themselves in the eaves of liic rocks. 
These [tyramids were also called by liic islanders “^ailni- 
Jais a ntimc totally inapplicable, i!' limy were nut used as 
watcli towers. 

M.Cambry, in his work on fhcCeltic mnninncnls, in the 
Etymological Voeabnlary, gives the following ex|)la;mtiou 
of the woiSd atalaya :—"'Atalaya, tiie name of the altars 
or stone burit.l places of the Ihdearics, in the form of the 
nipple of a woman’s breast. Of the Spanish alalayti, 
which sign,',fies, 1st, Tower or turret of ohservation ; £diy'. 
Sentinel placed in tlie atahiyn, front wltenec atr.lay.s, to 
keep watch. These words aj'tpcar to be cJ(nived iVom.the 
Cclto-Gaulic. Adtiil, ('dilh-e I’roina augmentation, and tul, 
elevated, and, from the .Spanish termination aya, which 
answers to the Ereneh lermrnation aille, in antiquaille. ’I'hus 
the atalaya of the Balearics is the agec specuhtorum, or 
field of setitii 2 ,ds„ in the Bible .: tbe menticulus of the 
A'Ioa'?jitijs7wiiich iliiscbitw ciiiled the watch tower of the 
country, and which St- Jerome has translated a high place. 
The atalaya answers, therefore to the w'ord, as vv( ll ns to the 
tbihg, Vviilf the alt^ire of the Latins, Festus says, **Altar\a ab 
altiauniiif dicla sunt, (juod antique dtts sitperk in ccdejiciis, 
d terra exaltulis sucre J'atichant” which entirely explains 



AITAKS ANO pyramids. 


137 


tlie atAlayas, and confirmsAhe etymology. From the Celtic 
tal, elevated, cbmes the French taille, haaleur; the t>panishni 
tallo, vtallla, tnlludo, of grand sizd ; tulle, tige, and the 
Latin tallere, elevated, raised.” 

If we consider the situation,of this isle, and the many 
nations to which it has been stibjecled at diffeient times, 
we must be convinced the inhabitants must have lived in a 
state of continual alarm. It was therefore very natural for 
a<^people thus exposed, to contrive an expedient which 
would serve at ohee to gajn time,,to repulse the enemy, or 
to shelter themselves from injury., ‘ 

The way made runnd these pyianp4s^lo ascend to the 
summit, and the cavity which* int^'t serve as a retreat to 
tli^se appointed as watchmen, leave no doubt that these 
monuments were raised as much for the protection of the 
islanders, as to honour the memory of their dead. 

The situation of the altars near these pyramids naturally 
explains itself. It appears plain tWat the priests, whose 
duty it w^as to appease the wrath of the Gods, or invoke 
their favour by their prayers and sa'crifiiQes, placed them on 
t®? spot from whence the danger was first discovered ;• 
respecr for tcligion caused them to surround these altars 
with a wall, to protect theift fiom the approach of either 
men or beasts. 

The simplicity of these altars is a proof of thei, anti¬ 
quity. In tlio first ages o^ the world, all the ceremonies of 
I cl igion were comprised in offering sacrifices to the Gods. 
Tlie altars were only made of &arth and some stones placed 
oil an emiiKMioe. The Celtic diuids multiplied these altars 
wherever they went; and numbers of them arc still to be 
seen on the mountains of Scqtland, in Ireland, and many 
other places. * 

The construction of pyfamids built of rough stones of 
different shapes and sizes, placed one on another, as if by 
chance, and without any cement to join them together, are 
manifestly cyclopian. 

1 remarked in some places of the island of Majorca, the 
ruins of walls composed of enormous stones pl^ed one oi. 
another, without cement. , T^e aquedSet *or 'WTnclle, at 
Pollenza, also seems to be of a construction anterior to 
that of the Romans.. 

Mumberless medals hawe been found in-iLw jBale.ulJu'T' 
and, according to Vargas, among such as have been dis- 
Cfivered in the> island.of Majorca, are distinguished thos^;, 

ST. BAVVSt^.j a 
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)f Mctellus, which are mentioned by Fulvius-Ur^iiJti?, 
/aillant, and others. Dom Thoinas-i^ndr^ de Gusscme 
neiitions, that, according to Cioltziusj a medal was atracJt 
II commemoration of the coii(|iK‘St of the Balearics, *in the 
.■ear of Rome 6'30, by tlie eimsul Quintus Cecilius MeteJlus, 
lurnamed the Raleariaii. On the principal side is aQ, an<f 
■lear it a Jupiter’s bead crowned with laurel : on the reverse 
•s a Victory crowning a tropliy, with this inscription round 
it, “ Q. Metellns Balearic.” This medal, which being con¬ 
sulary, should have been struck at Rome, where the fainily 
of Cecilia resided, .seems to be the same as that mentioned 
b}' Vargas. Tlie'';''rHab of Canopus is very scarce; but 
Some of Augiisiiis, with the' palm, are to be seen ; soine 
ofCrispus, some of the consularies M. Balbus, ilostilius, 
Sacerua, and Deciiis, with the counte.'sign of Majorca, littU; 
known ami very scarce. Sdme of Gordian, the i^fricun ; 
some of Dotnitia anrl of Piilciieria; and about live hundred 
of gold and silver have been found at Hantagni, forming a 
collection from llic time of Galba to that of the change of 
the empire. There have also been foiiiul several medals with 
iinkiibwii letters, and whiclt are supposed to belong to He 
time of the Celtes. 

In Minorca have been found medals of the Phcrnicians, 
the Carthaginians, some of the kings of Macedon, of 
J'hilip, the father of i\lexander the Great, some of Alex¬ 
ander, and of Lysimachus. Some Celtiberitm, that is to 
.say, belonging to the cities of Spain, siuialerl I'or the most 
part in Celtibefia, and whose unknown character makes any 
explanation very difficult; some belonging tc the cities of 
(> recce, as Athens, lipliesus, Samos, and othms; some of 
Jxismes, Marseilles; some belonging to the municipalities 
and Spanish colonies under the doinihion of tiie Romans; 
in short, some of all the empercirs, empresses, Caesars and 
tyrants, who at different periods governed the empire o-f 
‘Rome, either a part or the whole, from tlie time of its be¬ 
ginning until the sixth century of the christiatv sera. Seve¬ 
ral of live imperial meAtds, and those of the-colonies had 
counter-marks, us *). P. 1). and orlicrs. 

Don fmcife Alonse O’CrouIey, in his Castilian translation 
of the Essays of Addisori ©n Metlals, p. S16, places 
'onp ng^ those unc-xplained a Latin medal of Minorca in the 
followins^tWms, tratislute'd from tbe Spanisli : “ Minorca 
on aitned.tl not understood, a head 'wlMch might be sup- 
‘jiost'd to be that of Neptune; -aman on a horse, with « 
crown ^f laurel. In the exergue. Minor ...... a little-ef- 
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facwL” Tt seems to belor#g to the island of Minorca, which 
is called, insula minor, or'Balearis^ininor, or simply miiiosy* 
in an inscription. This modal is of bronze. 

It is astonishing, that there has never since been found 
in Minorca any one of ihc some kind. It seems to belong 
to the island, and probably was struck there, according to 
the custom of the ancients. The head of KT'ptune might 
characterize the first inliahilanls of IMinorca, who distin¬ 
guished themselves by their cruises at sea, from the lime 
of the Homans : hut us fr»r the man on horseback, on the re¬ 
verse, we find nothing in the .-incienl writers to support the 
conjcclure of an affinity uith the iidiabitauis. On 

the contrary, it is well know'n that tliey always fought on 
foot. Their principal weapon, the sling, was not at all 
proper to be used* by n horseman. Titere is no author that 
makes any mention of their Iftrrscs. 

Among this quantity of medals, [here are many of gold 
and of silver} but tile most of them are bronze of difiereiit 
sorts. 

They account for such an extraordinary number of me¬ 
dals, by the favourable situation of the island for tlfe pa^ 
sage of the cast with the west, and of Spain with Italy and 
Africa. As another cause*of this quantity of medals, they 
moiilion the arrival of several Spanish families, who, at 
the bcgiiiiiiiig •f the fiftli century, driven by the Suevi, the 
Vandals, and oilier liarbarians, sought an asylum in tlie 
island of Minorca. 'I'lie bishop, St. Severus, who at that 
t-'iioch filled the see of Minorca, mentions this event in one 
of his leltem. 

They still continue to find in this island medals, which 
are almost all of the Homan pmperors and tjmpresses; some 
of them are rather scarce, such as those of Calha, Clodius 
Albiims, the young Gordian, the African ; Quiniiilius, Au- 
relian, and Severina his wife} Helena, the wife of Con¬ 
stantins Clilorus ; Elia b’lacilla, the first wife of the great 
Theodosius, &.c. &c, Alcdals of Rome and Constantinople, 
of the time of Constantine the Great, are also very eora- 
moti. .■ , ^ 

As for the medals of tlje time of the ArabsT^iich were 
found in the liulearics, they were almost all of silver; many 
of them have been melted down, and it does not seemtliat. 

any of them have been explained. . '* ■— ' 

There was also found at Minorca a gothic medal, struck, 
according to mil appearance, at the end of the thirteenth 
century ; it i/of small bronze; on one side, ia a c^r^le, is a 

s Q 
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lead tnpned fo the left, wearing aft open crown with flower¬ 
'd work, and round it thp inscription, Alphonsus rex. The 
everse side presents an escutcheon, with the bars of Arrn- 
' 011 , and the inscription, Minoricarum. VV'e meet with 
jthef medals, where the hca*! shews the full face. I\’o nn- 
nismatic author has mentioned these medals. The most 
jrobable o[)inion is, that they were struck by the order of 
41phonso the Third, king of Arrngon, in memory of the 
tonquest of the island of Minorca, which was taken from 
he Moors in 1286. t 

On the side of the island of M.ijorca, near Pollensia, in a 
dace wlticl) is still'r.lisd the colony, there have been I'ound 
:oiue remains of antique scul|>ture; iimong tliese is to be 
listinguislied ahead in tolerable preservation, which is sup* 
losed to hi long to a statue of Mctelliis. 

Among the statues of brbnze I saw a small Hercn- 
es; a leg and a finger of extraordinary size, finished 
•vith a great deal of care; a figure of a man bathing; and a 
;mall bull. I was shewn aisq several cinerary and lacln v- 
natory urns, with some sepulcliral lamps, all of them of 
>arthi' 

They have also discovered in the island of Minorca, sevo- 
al small statues in bronze, representing the Egyptian, 
jreek, and Roman divinities, such as Diana, Cupid, I'or- 
una, Isis, Apis, Osiris, &.c. but none of tlRin are cd' very 
ine workmanship. The statues siiew that the worsliip of 
hese divinities was established in the island of Minorca. 

Almost the ’whole of the literary curiosities have been 
aken-away by thb diiTeienl nations, vvbicli have ahcrnalidy 
jossessed the island of Minorca during the last century ; it 
s priiicipallv iit- the colleclions at Ixjiulon and Madrid iliat 
he most cm ions relics of-the ancient history of the iia- 
earics are to be met with. 

At Minorca there have been found a great quantity of 
vases, sepulchral lamps, and cinerary and laclirymatoiy 
irns, all of a red etg tli. We know from history, that the 
Remans were not the only people who had the custom of 
nclosingjjj^e ashes,of the dead in urn.s. It was also estab- 
ishecl among tiie Caribaginiunsoind Celts. The whole of 
hese vases difl'er not the one from the other neither in 
fc-Mp...no r ma terials. It is difficult to distinguish whose 
rshes THese ttrns enclose ; some vif them bear inscriptions, 
n Roman characters, which decide ihp question as far as' 
■Vlates to them. Vargfts, in his description wf the island of 
Majorca^ has two Roman inscriptions uigitiioncd by M, 
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Sorra, of Majorca, in a ^ilisscrtaiion on the anlitjuities of 
that island. In the originals of these two ihscriplions seve-.-* 
ral letters were entirely ellaced, and spaces Jedt, which M. 
Sen a .thought be was able to lill up. 'I’he authenticity of 
these two inscriptions is not pi;ovcd. One may doubt also, 
that they were found in the island of IMajorca. It is from 
this uncertainty that 1 have omitted giving them a place iii 
this work'. 

Se^i'iid Roman inscriptions have been also discovered in 
tlic island of Minorca, i'pi most of them arc so much'ef¬ 
faced that it is impossible to read a single.word. 

In one of these inscriptions only th^Srst line can be dis- 
liiiguishod: 

Q. CORNEIJO... 

It is a reasonable conjectnr*', that tliC rest of the inscrip¬ 
tion expiess the gratitude of the islanders for tiie services 
jenderofi them by this Kouiiui. 

Another, in betier preservation, is consecrated to tlie 
ntcinory oi' Lucius Ftkbius : 

L. FA RIO. L F. 

O Viil 

AED.'ll VIR. Ill 
FEAMIM. DIVOR 
AlC. R. P.MA(i 
OR. MUE EA. EIL S 
AlluflTA 

Tills inscilption is engraven on a,gra^e-stotie, which is 
Csed into the wall of a house at Mah.oit. 

According to Titus Liviiis, there was a city in the island 
of Minorca, at the'epocii of’lhe'punic war.* 

I’liny the older, who wrote towards the end of the first 
century of .lesus Christ, speaks of three cities which were 
then in existence in the island of Alinorca, and tvhich were 
called Magon, Jainnon, and Sanieera; and, according to 
8 t. Severus, bishop of Minorca,, the twq first were founded 
by the Canhaginians. 

Several modern vvriters h;ive fonovfed lI.r«uS#pinion of 
bishop St, Severps 5 others insist tliat one might with equal 
justice give their foundation to the early Flujunicians, that 
they uiigltt serve them fo;- ports in the vcyuge£jti»j--»«!T 8 ' 
constantly making to Spain. To this day there have never 
been found any ancient medals of these cities in characters. 
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-ilhcr Phajnician or Carthaginian, which could assist't(J 
iecific the question. 

Armstrong s[)eaks of another city under the name of La- 
jon, of which no vestiges remain to point out llie place 
where it had CJ^isted. y\ccor/iing to that author, one might 
suspect that the city was the same cs the present A lay or; llie 
nodern name seems to assist the conjecture ; life cf)nso'iau»s 
^ and V are often confounded in pronnneiation hy most ot 
ihe people of the South. Instead of i/ihon, it should be? 
pronounced Jjavon, which inichj iicve in the course of 
time been pronounced Laion, then Liiior, .'uhI at length 
Alaior. Tins ctyh'-:'h^gy may seem ingeniotis, but it does 
not account for the silence of auciciu wrileis on tho exist¬ 
ence of Lahon. 

Neither does there remain any tratn's e!' the place where 
Sanicera, a city mentioned ly Pliny, uris >iU:aU'd. If is 
conjectured that it was hails on tlse shoie of the port J'or- 
nels ; but no discovert lias t)t en msuic to support this 
Ojtinion. ^ ^ 

It is certain that tlie HSIinoicans wbre in the pay of the 
’Carthaginians, and signalized themselves in tin wars which 
they had to sustain ; it is tiiercfore the more surprising, that 
in the number of Carthaginian'medals which are found in 
the island of Minorca, there are none which were slrnek at 
the epoch of the I'oundatiou of the three cities, whose 
names ancient wiit( vs liave transmitted to us. It is, liow- 
ever, not impossibie that such medals may yet he fontid iti 
^me future rl'scarchcs. It is not long sinct; Pho-nieian, 
Ccltiberian, anddiontan medals, were found in Spain, of 
which there was no prior knowledge. , 

As for the aytiquities belonging to the time of the Moors, 
there arc still to be seen at Majorca some ruins ol buildings 
which arg in tolerable preserva'iion. The country house 
belonging to an individual at Eufabia, was formerly, ac¬ 
cording to general opinion, a pleasure house of a Moorish 
jtrince, who reigned over pan of the island of Majorca. In 
fact, the aticicnt part of tliis hiibitation has all tlie charac¬ 
ters of the,.constru^‘jLiojii and taste of t,lie Arabs, both in the 
archilectifJt'and ornamental part#. 

Over the gate of the convent of St. Marguerite, may be 
sggnastone licaring an inscription, the characters of which 
aTe!Sr 8 £JtP* 7 ^tli they.are so much efl’aced that it cannot be 
jead. 

monks of Ea Mgrci preserve a vase *jbich they say. 
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belonged to the time of the Moors; it is a sort of earthen, 
ware. * , 

At Minorca are the ruins of a Moorish castle, on Mount 
Agatha. Over the gate of one of the towers i.s an inscrip¬ 
tion in the Arabic language, but there remains only some 
almost effaced trare.s. 

Oil an arch which is at the east extremity of tiie parish 
of Mahon, is to be seen tlie following inscription in Gothic 
letters: 

XVf. . .1.. FKnROARlI 
ANNO. DNi. MCl'LXXXVI. 
rO. PllESA. lA. \ V. \. Dl- .-^.ENOIICA. 

K. N. A. M. 

NOS. ]X).\ REY. O’A RR AGO. 

This inscripfioi!, v.bich I bare copied in more intelligible 
characters, refers to ti;c conque.st of the island, on the Kith 
of Eebruary, l!2t>u, by Alphon.io, ladg of Arrugoii. It set¬ 
tles to a certainty liie epoidi of that conquest. 

N'enr the centre of the city'of A/ahon are the remains of 
a gate, which is manifestly Arabic ; it serves a.s an eutfancef 
to a street railed the Old Ravaile. 

I’here is no doubt but tlmt the Moors, during the time 
oi tl'cir do ’.iinion in the Calearics, bifiU a number of 
tnoscpies and other edifices which have been destrosed by 
lime, and probably more^by the fanaticism of religion, at 
the epoch when ehristiaiiilv was established iu the island. 
The custom of the hloors of using stones o? an enormous 
size in the ^construclion of riieir buildiijg.s, which were 
placed one on another, without regularity, and almost 
such as they fouud them on the earth, or as Uiey dug them 
out of the quarries, •strengthens th<> opinion that they weie 
the authors of most of the athalaias, or watcb-toweis, which 
are found iu the island of Minorca. 


CHAP. XIII. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE BALEARICS AND SlltiUCSKS. 

Before TThE most ancient names by which the Balearics^ 
Christ, ^vt;re known, all of a Ph<i;niqitftfrv«c 

Greek ciigia, le.ivcs nu doubt but these.people weie 
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R'lforo the first that settled tliere. This opinion is con< 
firmed by Strabo. According to tliis autlior, the Boeo¬ 
tians and tlie Bhodiaiis, a short time alter the famous 
siege of Troy, came and established colonies in the 
Balearlos. 

fi63. The Caribag inians, masters of the Pithiuses, at¬ 
tempted to invade the Balearics, but they were not 
able to stand against a shower of stones hurli*d with 
astonishiiig celerity by tlie islanders whose principal 
weapon was the sling. . 

'I'hey renewed tlie enlerprize, and wore not more 
fortunate ilh'^^-sccond e.vpedition, which was from 
tlie ports of .Sicily. 

Iliniilcon and Ilanno, Carthagdnian generals, 
in going from Carthage to Spain,.arrived at the Bu- 
- leiiries ; they did not attem|)t to land by fori’C of 
arms, bin presgnted themselves as frictids : subtil in 
their eonducl; the mildness of' tbeir manners eon- 
ciliated the minds of the inhahitanls, who seemed to 
be uniameable, yet they submitted witliout resistance, 
to a yoke ilnis presented wit!) demonstrations of 
fi icnd.'-liip. They saw with satisfaetion the seitlc- 
menls which their new guests busied llieinselves in 
forming. The Carthaginians laid the h.andations of 
two cities in the island ol Miiiorea, to wliieh the}' 
gave the names of their..most famous getierals.— 
Magon built Alahon, and liatino founded Jamnoii, 
or Janih. 

40G. 'I'lie rnTfi-ives of tlicf^b islands took a part under the 
banners of the Carthaginians, and five bnndred re- 
nonweti slingers followed tbein for the lirst lime, 
when they went to Siciiv, to punish the Agrigen- 
tines for their treachery they conlimicd their ser¬ 
vices in the .army vvliicli marched against Denys, 
the tyrant of Syracuse. In this second e.xpedition, 
these islands furnished a new reinforcement of ihiee 
hundred slingers.* These troops signalized theui- 
ancthtid the greatest .share in the success of 
fbe'Lai ill agin ians. llaQnu, in the entire conquest 
of Sicily, received succours front tlie Balearics, which 
determi ned the victory in his favour. 

iTn^e islatwJers served with the same zeal in the 
expedition of the Carthaginians against Pyrrhus, 
whom they conipeiled to abandon Sicily. 

250. ^ Conquerors of the Komans, the Ckrthaginians rep* 
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Ifefore turned iy triumph tcl Mnjorca, pufTed up with, llieii 
Christ, victories, they bt-liavcd vvltl\ arrogance, and con¬ 
ducted themselves in such a manner as to cause the 
inhabitants to revolt, take up arms tind drive them 
out of the island. Ilamilcar, by his mildness 
calmed the resentment of the islanders, and they 
renewed their connection with the C.'arthaginians. 
Three hundred Majorcans fought at the famous biit- 
tie against Consul C. Luctaciiis; a biitlle which 
made the Homans misters of Sicily, and terniimii* d 
the first Punic war. 

Hannibal commenced the ser-i**Al. At the siege 
of Sagontia, this general reckoned in his troops 
eleven hundrerl and fifty slingers, from among the 
iiihabilunts of life Raleares. These islanders were 
in his service when he*carried his forces into the 
lieart of Italy, and had alvvays.a distinguished share 
in his victories. 

514 'J’he Romans having,j5assej into the continent of 
Spain, Cneus Scipio, master of the sea, failed in an 
ciiterprine against Ivica. He was itiorc fortufiate ' 
at Majorca, whose iidiubiiants received ium, join¬ 
ed their forces to bis troops, and fought tnidor his 
bauncr.s against the (.'arihagiuians, vvlm had the 
Minorcans on their side, and had considerable =.nc- 
eours from them, Avhicl) (hey payed for, as they 1. el 
tlom- before, by giving them women and wine, which 
ionned the predominant passions of ti.ese islander--. 

'i’lif* Cuiihagiuians driven from'ihe peninsula, 
the Majorcans recovered their former liberty; but 
they oiii^'madj;- use of.it to give thc*nseives up to 
piracy. Their < .vci^sscs attracted the attention of 
tlie Romans; the consul Quintus Ceci'.ius Metellus 
set out with a licet to put a stop to tltetr depreda* 
tious. 

'I'his general, on his appearance before Mmorca, 
had taken the precaution of covering the outside of 
his vessels with Jeafhrr ; this sort if barric;.gl p 
ened the t'orec ef d ." afoues which were huried by 
the slingers, and made them of no effect. Quintus 
Ceeilius Metellus conquered the whole of tire isla 
which obtained him the honours of vietoiV, and the 
surname of Balearicus. Before his departure from 
Majorca he founded the citic^ of Palma 
ienza, giving tliem the title of colonics. ‘Tills gen«- 
Sf. SAUVEUK.^ ” T , *_ 
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ml added to the two thousand Romans which he left 
on the island, th*ee thousand others, which he sent 
for from the continent. 

The islanders continued faithfully attached io tlie 
republic, and their s'lingers served in its armies all 
the time that they'enjoyed tlie blessings of peace. 
At the time when the republic was the prey of 
internal divisions, and was distracted by the civil 
wars, the Majorcans refused to take part with Ser- 
torious, who came to invAde Ivica, and joined the 
party of Cneus Pompey, the son of Pompey the 
Great, who'JfSffended the senate. 

Majorca shared the fate of the other provinces of 
the republic subjected by Cassar, and remained un¬ 
der the government ijf the successors of that con¬ 
queror. The famous deputation sent to Rome by 
the inhabitants of the Balearics, to implore the suc¬ 
cour of some Roman legions against an extraor¬ 
dinary number of rabbits which made devastation 
among the wheat in the little island of Conejera, 
was in the reign of Augustus. 

These islands, always under the dominion of Rome, 
made part of citerior Spain, and were dependant on 
the jurisdiction of Tarragon until the end of the 
reign of Constantine. 

PVom the time of this eifiperor, until the death of 
Theodosius the Great, these isles had a particular 
.government, the principal seat of which was at Ma¬ 
jorca. * 

The division of the empire; the imbecility of 
Honoritis; and the ambition of Saint-Hilicon, open¬ 
ed the gates of Spain to Gunderic, king of the Van- 
dals, and made these islands an easy conquest. 

TTie Africans, ever eager for conquest, having 
vanquished the continent of Spain, attempted seve¬ 
ral times to make themselves masters of the Balearics; 
and, after failing in many enterprizes, at length 
bt*A;££ded. fThfe pdssessh"^ of these islands consider¬ 
ably augmented their "m'£l-ne forces. Their vessels 
began to infest the seas, and to exercise an insulting 
-aapejiatiiy. Charlemagne armed his forces against 
these pirates, ‘and vanquished the barbarians, de¬ 
stroyed their fleets, and took the islands from them. 
‘ iJeverlheless, they soon recovered the possession of 
them*, hut were not able to prevent a party of Nor- 
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man adventurers effecting a landing on the island of 
,Majored, nhere they committed many depredations. 

'I’he Africans, become the peaceable possessors of 
the Balearics, fitted out an expedition to Catalonia. 
Twiee they besieged Barcelona, and at length took 
the place, after a battle, where Count Don Borellos 
lost his life. 

Count Don Armengol met the same fate in an 
enterprize which he attempted against Majorca. 

The Africans h^id arrived at such a degree of 
power, that they were become absolute masters of 
the sea. Puffed up with their su^vsses, and depend¬ 
ing on their force, they no longer kept any mea- 
suies, but practised every species of robbery and 
piracy. Tl\eir Audacious excesses excited the re¬ 
sentment of all the clu»islian powers. The Pisans 
first armed against them, took from them the island 
of Ivica, and [lossessed themselves of part of the 
island of Majorca. 

The Africans having again possessed themselves 
of Majorca, Don llaymond Beringer the Third,* 
Count of Barcelona, having assembled some troops, 
came and attacked tile island, of which he subjected 
tlie greatest part, after taking the capital. Obliged 
to return immediately to bis own estates, he con¬ 
fided the keeping c^J’his recent conquest to some Ge¬ 
noese, wlio sold it to the Barbarians; who, again 
niasiers of the island, began their* depredations 
afreslk on tbc coast of Spain, ainj particularly in¬ 
fested Catalonia. Don Raymond, Count of Bar¬ 
celona and Prince of Arrugou, seconded by the 
King Don Alphoiiso tlie Second, aiui Don Pedro, 
his son, took up aftns and prc[>ared iin expedition 
against the Balearics, but it was not carried into 
effect. 


I’he Barbarians continued their piracies, and de¬ 
solated the shores of the •continent, and at lenglli 
excited the indignation of.Dpii Jaj-me, t he son .o f 
the king of Arragqii ; .which young piiiiCii formed 
the plan of taking the Balearics from these proud 
Africans, whose continual depredations alarmed and 
impoverished the neighbouring natioti, .Dc-a Jayino 
assembled an army of sufficient force for the enter- 
prize wliich he meditated. He sailed from Sajpna. a 
port of Catalonia, to the shores of MajoindlJwIr^c 
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Aftor ^hc effected the landing of his troops, although he 
Clirist. with strong resistanee from the'Atricans. Uc 

soon attacked them in a second battle, in whicit he 
lost Don Raymond »lc Moacade, one of his gene¬ 
rals, in whose valoiy and ‘experience he had great 
confidence. At length, after a number of actioins 
of less importance, ajid alter a siege, wliere the 
Moors performed prodigies of valour, the gates of 
Majorca v/ere opened, and the rest of the island 
•soon submitted to the force of arms. Don .layme 
divided the lands between the noblemen who litid 
accompans^jiim and assisted his conquest. Some 
Barbarian families remained in the island, and re¬ 
tained in part their possessions. 

1230 Don Jayme, after having.settled the adminislra-t 
lion of the ishtnd of*Majorca and oslabli'dtcd a go¬ 
vernor, and alter having given his orders for tin; 
building of lh*e cathedral ehureli, returned to his 
estates on the continent. But soon the preparations 
of the king of I'ez, w ho’threatencrl tlic invasion of the 
• island, the loss of which he so inncii regrett<'d, 
1233 brought Don Jiiyme again to Mtijorea; who, when 
the alarm had subsided,'’returned to the (•(/ntinent. 
I'he conspiracies of a certain number of Moors who 
remained in the island, the disturbances they htui 
excited, rectdled once moiie Don Jayme to Majorca. 
Thus hatulfnl of rebels returned to their duty; and 
thc^rifice sent deputies to Minorca, to engage the in- 
liabitantsfto place tliemselves under tl>a jurisdiction 
of ills laws. The Minorcans consented to bt'come 
lribnla|v to ibc crown.of Arragon. 'I'lie two i»sl;uids of 
the Biiktiries then passed as a feudal tenure frtim tin* 
crown of Arragon, under (lie dominion of Don 
244 Pedro. Infant of Portugal, the son of Don SitnclK) 
the First, who, at the stunc time, !idr!eii the ishiml 
of Ivica to his possessions.. Tlie imbecility of 
Don i\’clro soon eliauged the fortune of the isles, 
JIt'll Jay aqj vjas agtiin in ptyiscssion t'f his rights; 
liTW M ajoreu hud lot* ihf J'ourth and last time the 
good fortune to regain its sovereign. This prince 
consulting a love of glory, and the indiilgenee 
W'T»-pcrhaps .iil-jiidged •devotion, formed the pltin 
126 ?) of an expedition to the Holy Lanil. He assembled 
his troops, and^the island of Majorca funiishecl five 
wousand men and three men of war. 
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Don Jaj'inc, whe» ho died, divided his possessions 
hetweeit Ids two sons. Don Javine the Mceond had 
i’or his share the Balearies and Pithinses, and part of. 
the estates on the continent. Tltc will of J)ori 
.layine the First, siirnain^ed the Conqueror, gave him 
the independaot title of king. 

To apjica'i' tlie resentinent of Don Fcvlro, his 
eldest son, the prince, consented to acknowledge 
himself his va-snl. Don l^edro htiving, in the mean 
time, niideriaken,, an expedition against 7\fiiea, 
touched at M inorea.and < ndeavonred to gain over the 
governor ol' that island, who wm" feudaiory of Dost 
.la vine. 1'his governor pretended to enter into the 
views of the king of Avragon, and engaged to give 
up to him the island of which he had the govern¬ 
ment ; but, in the mea.t time, he informed tlie king 
of Majorea of all the inanceiivres of his hrotlior. 
J)on Pedro swore to he revehged for this perlidy , 
declared opeti war against Don .Jajmc; raised an 
armv, tind prepared to invaido his territories; bsit 
deatli surprised him at tlie. moment when liis j»lau^ 
of vengeance, were, ready be to put in e.\< ention. 

Don Pedro dyini^, left his crown to Don Al- 
phonso, his son ; and at the same time transmitted 
to him his hatred against Don .laymc. Alp*'.,>iisu 
carried into clVeet ihe intentions ;.f his father, and 
invaded tlie Balearies and Pithiujes. 

'I’he eoiKpiest of Minorca ei.'st him*more Ironhle 
than any of llie rcstpf ihe islands. , He met w'ith an 
ohstinato resistance on his landing. 'I'he Moors an¬ 
ticipated the time of hi^s coming, and wailed for him 
on the siiore*. After a bloody battle, be succeeded 
in driving before hiln the troops of the almoxarill'e, 
or Moorish governor. Tliey, however, eontiiuied 
lighting as they retreated, and gained the fiirt on 
Aknint Agatha, where they delended themselves. 
Alphonso soon besieged it; but, after having witlt- 
out eU'eci performed' prodigies of valour., and <lf- 
spairing of taking tfie «asile by force, he lonned the 
.tesolution oPreducing it by famine. The garrison 
Were ahno.si without provisions, and could not re¬ 
ceive any from Africa; they, therefrre offered to 
gapitulate. The conditions were, that those Moors 
who couJd pay their ransom sliould have the liberty 
of returniDK to Africa, and that the ryst sdoulcrbe 
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After reducod to slavery. Thg fort of Saint-Agatha was 
Ciirist. given up the 17 lh of January 1287. fhe alinoxariffe, 
nis faaiil^s and, at most, about a hundred of the 
most distinguished Moors embarked, and were lost 
on their passage. Tlie remainder of the Moors, to 
1898 the number of about twenty thousand remained in 
slavery. Alphonso divided the lands of the vati- 
quished between those who had seconded him in his 
enterprize; and Christianity was the only rcligiotf 
tolerated in the island. 

Alphonso, who was not more than ttvent^'-seven 
years of ag^died at the moment when he began to 
enter into aB^ arrangement with Don Jayme, his 
1311 uncle. Don Pedro the Second, of Arragon, the 
successor of Alphonso, in cogipliance with the soli¬ 
citations of many pciwerful princes, reinstaied his 
grand-uncle in his estates ; but exacted of him, that 
Jie should acknowledge himself his vassal. 

Don Jayme reigned peaceably till his death. His 
eldest son having retired into a cloister, his crown 
, passed to Don Sancho, his secontl son. Don Fer¬ 
dinand, the third son, was gone to the east with 
those troops out of Catalonia, who were as cele¬ 
brated for their exploits, as for the unfortunate fate 
they there met with. Don Sancho reigned without 
disturbance, in spite of t|je manoeuvres of his ene¬ 
mies, who endeavoured to displace itim, and to pre¬ 
judice him with the court of Sarragossa. Tiiis prince 
ended hi^ days in 1325.^ It was in tl\e same reign 
that they lix the martyrdom of the good Raymond 
Lully, whose name is mentioned to this hour with 
^lie greatest vcacratioh, by the islanders. 

Don .Jayme, the son of Don Ferdinand, and ne¬ 
phew to Don Sancho, ascended the throne. Don 
Jayme, of Arragon, taking advantage of the mino¬ 
rity of this prince, set up fresh pretentions to the 
kingdom of Majorca. The young monarch con¬ 
sented to hold his crown under him, and thus ler- 
iSSa "hnmated all'diJpuies; he also furnished troops in an* 
expedition against Sardinia. 

Don Jayme, of Arragon, when he died, left his 
crown to Don Alphonso, the Fourth, father-in-law 
to Don Jayme, king of Majorca, who also held hi.s 
kingdom under, him. After the depth of Don Al- 
■^ioHso, of Arragon, ^he king of Majofea sent some 
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After srcoours^to the princes of the continent, whofti Ai- 
thnst. bohasen, who remained master of a part of Spain, 
had compelled to take up arms. A squadron of 
eight galleys, w'ell armed, went from the ports of 
Majorca, and carried a reinforcement of troops. 

I)ori Pedro, who had ascended the throne of Ar- 
ragon, contrived the ruin of the king of Majorca ; 
lie first declined his assistance to support him in his 
dispute’s on the subject of the principality of Mont¬ 
pellier, for which llie k ng of Majorca had rcfuscfl 
]5S9 to pay homage to the king of France; and taking- 
advantage of the embarrassmeriii^f his brother-in- 
law, deprived him of ail his estates on the eonlinent. 
He concealed his ambition by accusing Don Jayme 
of not having appeared b|;lbrc the court to vUiicIi he 
had been cited ; and thence took occasion to declare 
that he had forfeited his right»to the crown. He 
even went so far as to ticcnse Don Jayme of having 
had, on former occasions, a* design of seizing his 
person, llesting on these motives, Don Pedro 
1543 raised an army, huidcd at Majorca, conquered the 
troops of Don Jayme;, and took possession of the 
whole island, which he added to the crown of Ar- 
rag^on. 

1549 Don Jaj'me, thus reduced to tlie last extremity, 
implored succour fr&m France, and obtained from 
thence some troops, with whicli he hvrd^ in tlie 
island of Majorca; but he lost his life in an action 
where Ite fought desperatel 3 ^ This prince was the 
last of the independant kings who reigned at Ma¬ 
jorca. . * * 

1351 The Balearics, thus added to the crown of Ana- 
gon, the islanders furnished troops in all the vvius 
which that power had to sustain. Their ships made 
part of the naval force whicli the king of Arragoa 
sent to sea against the Genoese ; and the Majorcans 
contributed not a little to the defeat of these repu b- 
licans before Cowstantinople. 

Peter of Castile, initated by the captures made 
by the Majorcan fleet, or at any rate making it his 
pretext, declared war against the king of Ar.-agon, 
and appeared first with bis squadron before Barce¬ 
lona; but being compelled to retire by the army of 
Arragon, bis fleet attempted, without 
conn de main, on the island of Ivica, but was soon 
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After obliged again to retire, o« bearing diat the king of 
Chmt. y\j-|j,gou had pqjceeded to Majorca,' and pursued 
him with a superior force. 

This war, in which the Majorcans played a prin¬ 
cipal part, drained tiicin of botli men and money ; 
and cost tlicm 140 large vessels, which they lost in 
diflerent engagements. 

1S7<5 However, Don Jayme, king of Naples, the son 
of the last king of Majorca, endeavoured to regain 
the possession of the estates of his ancestors. 'J'he 
differences between .Arragon and I'ltinee, tiie troubles 
wliicli distu'iiipd Castile, all seemed to favour bis 
pliins, when death put a stop to his views, in the 
year 1375. 

'I'lic date of the eclebrated,Bitlearie clock, wliich 
belongs to the ton n-hull at Palmti, answers to this 
epoch. Many^ absurd stories have been related by 
different authors on the subject of this clock, wbiclr 
by some is supposed^to have been brought from 
Babylon or Jerustdem, in times as remote .is the days 
of Solomon. This piece of mechanism may cer¬ 
tainly be considered as one of the most ancient of 
the kind. 

In I3<)1, the Jews experienced in Spain a most 
crnol persecution, which extended to those who 
were settled at Majoreiiji and the ciuarter of the 
town which was inhabited by these people, W'as [lii- 
fvitlioiit mercy. 

lAjiu yvars after this, Don John, of,Arragou, fly¬ 
ing from the plague, which ravaged the kingdom of 
Valenti'a and Catalonia, took refuge at Majorca; 
and died there a year after his arrival. 

In 1598, the court of Arragon armed lo make re¬ 
prisals on the Algerine corsairs. The fleet Mliicb 
sailed from the ports of Majorca consisted of .seveniy 
sail, of which thirty-five belonged to Valencia and 
Catalonia; the other thirty-five were fitted out by 
-•ka Majoie,;nV- Tlicir cruisQ, was on the coasts of 
Africa, the shores of which they ravaged lo a great 
extent, and letired in the autumn, enriebed with 
many considerable prizes. 

Trym the year 1594 to* 1401, the island of Majorca 
expdfelckd a sterility; the miseries of which* they 
lilth; mitigate by the si/ccoufs they ob- 
^Y<®F*lrom the neighbouring couuuies. Majorca al- 
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drained of men and money, fey the continual contm 
butions with which tlicy supplied the king of Arra^ 
gon in the several wars, began sensibly tq decline in 
power and splendour. The progress of the Africans, 
who had freed themselves from the tribute which 
was payed by the cantons of Tunis, Bugis, and Con¬ 
stantine ; the increase of their trade, and their fre¬ 
quent incursions iq the island, completed the ruin 
cfhlajorca. 

At the death of Don Maitin, the last male of 
the family of the Counts of 'iJarcelona, several 
princes laid claim to the possession of the Bulearics. 
Majorca was^ at .the time, the prey of intestine dis¬ 
sensions. In an asseniWy of the nobility, where 
Sainl-Vincent Ferrer was called to decide, the crown 
was decreed to Don Ferdinand, Infant of Castile, 
nephew of Don Pedro the Fourth, king of Arragon. 
Samt-Vincent Fener, vlhose' opinion had decided 
the suffrages in lavour of the piince, dedicated hrmc" 
self to the service of the ehureh, and preached the 
tenets of religion in t*lie island of Majorca. They 
still preserve, in the cathedral of Palma, the pulpit 
of this saint. 


The commerce of the Mijorcans continuing to 
decline, the island soon fell ihe want of the grain 
which they no longer iinporied; the harvests were 
not su^icient to supply tlie wants,of the people. 
Majorca, -torn by intestine commotions, was unable 
to pay a oonsidciabie sum which was owing to Bar¬ 
celona. The forces of the island were continually 
drained by the suppHes sent to Don Alphonso, of 
Arragon, the son and successor of Don Ferdinand. 
This jiriiiee had formed the enterprize of getting 
himself crowned king of Sicily, after the death of 
queen Jane, llis army was defeated by the Ge¬ 
noese, by whom he was made j)risoner, asjygll ii% 
the king of Mavarre. This pnn?e, released from 
his imprisonmont, again attempted the conquest of 
Naples. The Majorcans furnished him with four 
galleys and thirteen hundred soldiers. 

Under these unhappy circumstances, MajoraiiAad 
experienced new misfortunes the country peonle 
irritated with the burthens they had to.bea/, and 
disp]ea.sed with the pride and stiffness of the nobi¬ 
lity, entered into a confederation among ttWlnTeixni 
ST. S.\UV£UB.] U 
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Aftjtr and hoisted the standard of revolt. The nohfles 

Christ. ^,grg compelled to take to arms. Don Alfilionso 
sent troops from Naples to quiet these ilisturo- 
ances; but during three years there was a civil war 
among the Majorcans; the ravages and desolation 
of which e.\teiided all over the country. 

The families of different great houses on the con¬ 
tinent had taken to arms, as had several princes 
■whose estates were situatecl near the Balearics. Don 
John, of Castile, fought against Don Henry, his 
eldest son ; Charles, son of Don John of Na- 
■varre, attempted the ciown of his father; and 
Charles, king of Trance, had to»punish the revolt of 
bis son Louis. ^ 

14S0 Alpbonso, king of Arragon, died in those com-- 
motions, and left his douiiniomito John of Navarre, 
his brother; Charles, son of John of Navarre, re¬ 
tired to Majorca. The islanders made c.vponsive 
preparations for the reception pf this prince, but 
who, being at length restored to the favour of his 
father, returned to Barcelona. His premature death, 
which was attributed to poison, was the cause of an 
insurrection in a part of the kingdom of John of 
Navarre. The fury of revolution communicated 
itself even to the island'of Minorca. The JMnjor* 
cans, ^11 this critical juncture, armed and furnished 
a number of troops and ships for Don John. The 
insurrection of the r»linorcans was quelled after a 

1465 few skirmishes. Four squadrons were collected about 
this tibie on the coaSts of Arsagon and Catalonia. 
The first, consisting of .twenty sail, vvas fitted out 
by the rebels. The second carried the French flag, 
and seconded the operations of the first. The two 
others, fitted out by the Majorcans and Jdinpreans, 
assisted the cause pf Don John. 

147 ^ The ^Majorcans were scarcely extricated from'- 
iSiese ruino'as*'wars, when tUey were afftieted with 
the plague, which was brought there by a tnerchant 
ship from the Levant. Thus scourge almost deso¬ 
lated the island. 

1^79 Dop Ferdiriand, the Catholic, succeeded Don Joha 
of Apragon in all his estates, and in king- 
N^omof Castile. This prince founded a university 
at Majorca, which had the same laws, and enjoyed 
iWs same privileges, as that at Lerida. Duripg ths 
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After whole of the reign of this thonarrli, the Majorcans 
Christ, served under his colours with distinction. These 
islanders signalized themselves at tlie taking of Gre¬ 
nada and the conquest'of Naples, and in the exjje- 
pcdition of Don Pedro of Navarre against the Af¬ 
ricans. Ferdinand having prepared for his expedi¬ 
tion to Naples, the Castilian lords refused to accom¬ 
pany him in his ^voyage. Twenty of the richest 
nobles of Majorca had attended Ferdinand at his 
court. Tlie islanders completed the signal services 
which they had done tliis pririt'c, in furnishing hita 
with fresh succours against Parbarossa, who be- 
J483 sieged liuges, apd was ou the point of becoming its 
master. 

fu the reign of the successor of Don Ferdinand, 
the eoiiiury people of M ajorca*again revolted, under 
tlie pretext that tiiey tJone supported the expeaces 
of the island ; that ihd nobles, free from every tax, 
exercised over theni tiie greatest tyranny ; shCT 
theiefoie took up arms, and lorocd the viceroy to 
quit the island, and •take refuge in Ivica. 

This second civil war was sitli more grievous thaa 
the former. Tlie people, thus given up without re¬ 
straint to their pt^ssions, committed the grctitest 
excesses. The nobles, on their side, opposed theta, 
with the most vigorous resistance. Alciidia ofiered 
tliem ail asylum, where they defended themselves 
till the end of the troubles, which teraiinated vviib 
the punishment of the princiiial rebels^ 

luternal pence being e^taiiiished in the island, 
under the reign of Gharics the Fifth, the islanders 
became exposed to the incufsioiis of the Bxrhaiiatis. 
Barbarossa, thirsting to be ivveuged for the loss of 
Tunis and of his cruizgrs, aoperfred before Majorca 
with a squadron of eleven galleys. The fires \s hicli 
the islanders kept up on many points of 
made Barbarossa believe, that tue victorious fleet of 
the emperor was not'far distant. Hence, fearing he 
should be engaged in au action, wiiere he had every 
thing to risk, he thought proper to retire, and made 
an attempt on Minorca, of which lie made him¬ 
self master. 

.In«154l*, the emperor, haying projected aw'cxpe- 
dition against Algiers, assembled his naval forces in 
the ports gf Majorca, from whence he set -A 
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>itcr num1»er of the Miijorcan nobility rmbarkod in hi;? 
fimt. 'j’he expedition was r.oi fortunate, but drew 

on the islanders all the resentment of the Barbarian.s, 
ivlio determined to ravai^e the shores of Majorca ; 
and attempted several times, but willioul success, to 
take possession of Alcudia and Polenza: they were 
also repelled in an attempt to make a landing on tiic 
side of Valdemusa and Anilraiga. 

For tw.cnty years afterwards the island remained 
at peace, noj^ did any thing particular happen til! 
1662 , when it. again turnisbed 300 men for the war 
against Portugal. 

■1665 During the whole of the rgign of Charles the Se¬ 
cond, the island of J/lajorca was at peace with all 
powers, but suflered perpetual divisions among the 
magistrates an 8 blcrgy concerning their privileges. 
These ditferences occasioned many long debate.-, 
and ruinous law suits. " 

At the. beginning of the 17lh century, the aich 
duke Charles subjected the whole of Arragon. Ma¬ 
jorca was given up to general Lach, who command¬ 
ed a fleet of forty sbip.s. The other islands also sub¬ 
mitted to the house of jAustria. 

After the taking of Bi^rcelona, marshal Berwick 
sent the chevalier Ashfield, at,the head often thou¬ 
sand men, who took possession of Majorca. The 
islanders ,’nade no resistance. , 

The Majorcans served in the war of succc.ssion, 
but dic[ not take aiw part, the detail of which would 
be interesting. 'Itie Marquis' de St. Philippe, in 
bis Commentaries on the War of Succession, and 
Quincy, in his Military History of the Keign of Louis 
the Fourteenth, makes honourable mention of the 
services of the Majorcans. 

In 1708, the Jinglish, under the command of 
jfiajor-general^Stanhope, took possession of Majorca, 
which they preserved, by the treaty of Utrecht. 

The French, comroaniled by marshal de Richelieu, 
took this island from the English in the year 1756. 

In 1798, AJinorca was given up to the English by 
the Spanish governor. 

The treaty of Amiens has again put Spain in pos¬ 
session of this island. 

KNO OF ST. SACVEUa’s TMAVETP, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN llic following sheets I velitare to present 

the Public with an Account of some Provinces 
, * 

of the Russian Empire,''which arc less known 
to foreigners, and even to .many natives of 
Russia, than they des(i vc to be; and I be¬ 
lieve it will be found, tiiat most of the lo cal 
peculiarities which 1 describe, have either 
csca})ed the. observation of, or have been in¬ 
tentionally passed over in silence by, foimcr 
travellers. 

A long residence in different parts of the 
immense enipise of Russia, has given me an 
opportunity of collecting a great variety of in¬ 
formation relative to that country, 'i'he ma¬ 
terials which I have accumulated would fill 
several volumes; but I have thought it incum- 
bent on me to confine’myself to those details, 
whose authenticity I have ascertained by jier- 
sonal observation, (tr the e\Mdcnce of persons 

0 whose veracity I could dt;pcnd. 

* A 2 
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Th6 Historical Account of tlic Zaporog 

Cossacks, and of the Roscolnicks, has not, as 

far as I know, been noticed by any former 

travcllor. I have compiled that of IMoldavia, 

from documents which are pn'served in the 

Arcliives of Jassy. During the last war with 

the Turks, J liad the good forlmu' to get j)os- 

session of severad’Accounts of'lie Dcflerdars, 
< 

or d’urkisli treasurers, whicli have enabled me 
to ascertain the rcvciiiie of'tlie Sultan wit;! 
lolerablc accuracy, 
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fcOGK v ‘riK’4L ObSKWVATIONS,, relative to Kt'SSIA 
IN CVNEKAL. 

P . . * 

lilJSSlA, «%hich was but iittic. known ioO years ago, ap- 
jio'in d on tbe political arena ot Einopc iii thj beginning ol tlic 
eighteenlli eontury. Its sovereigns assumed an uncoutrolled iiv 
fiueuce in ilie aiVairs of the JSoit’n; and its adnlesceist energy 
‘teemed l(» ihrealen the existence of all the sinrouading slates, 
as soon as time and the advancement of culture should ’nave 
dev< d its latent force. 

1 he, arts mid sciences, ’ liiclj had hltlierto limited tiieir genial 
iiifli!! nee to the south of Lurop<‘, were invited to ;uid cherished 
on the hanks of the Neva and Irtlseli: new ami i«exliaustible 
resources presented themselves to the eomniereijjl world. The 
manners, the luxury, the virliu-s, and the vices of tlie West, 
iorced their way through the deserts of Asia, and neiietrated to 
she inhospitable shores iff the I'rozen Ocean. The llussiau em¬ 
igre is n unnkabie for the vastness of its extent; containing HitJ 
'legn es <.f loiigitud', ifom the eastern coast of Kainschalka to 
dif. montli of the Dwiua ; and .35 degrees of latitude, from the 
I Vorcn Ocean to the mouths of the \ olga, the .Don, tiie Ku¬ 
ban, and the Duieper, all of which empty themselves into 
the ( Kspian Sea, the PonUts Kuxinus and tlie Palus Mx'otis. 
In this iiiwnense tract, ueiflier the inlands wfflfh belong to Ilus- 
sia, nor the promontories and tapes, neitlier the Polish pro- 
viiucs and Courlaiul, nor Georgia, which has voluntarily sub¬ 
mitted to its sway, have been rijckoned. 

In the year 1785, the surface of the Russian empire con¬ 
tained 1,949,.373 square miles, at 15 miles to the degree, of 
ssliich oiic-liftli is ill Europe, and the rcmuiiidei in Asia. *, 



0 campenhausen’s travels. 

Tlic Polish provinces, Coiirlahd and Georgia, have since 
that period been incorpo-ated with the empiu?. 

£n such an extensive tract, it is natural that thtj climate should 
be very various. It may be divided into four classes, or dis¬ 
tricts : 

1 st. The tract of laud from the G0° to the 78® of north 
latitude is the coldest. It comprehends the governments of 
Irkutsk, Tobolsk, Vologda, the whole of Archangel, Olom'z, 
Siberia, Perm, Viburg, Novogorod, and St. Petersburg. On 
the 7th of December, ]?8(), the mercury in the tlie.'mometer of 
Iteamur, which had fallen to GO degrees, froze to sm h a tlegree 
in Ostrog-Veliki, tlii't it was diflicull to break the frozen mass 
by blows of a liammc*’. 

‘idly. The second district, Irctween the 50® and G0‘^ of north 
latitude, is much nxne temperate, but is still very cold. ’I'liis 
important part of the empirt^' includes the following provinces • 
Livonia, I’isthonia, I'olozk, Mohilev, .Smoltaisko, IdesLov, 
Tver, Kostroma, Kolyvan, Ufa, Mo.scow, Voiodiiner, Kalu¬ 
ga, Ttdii, Ua^saii, Voronesch, Tambow, Pensa, Simbirsk, 
Kursk, Orel, Tchernigovc, and a part of Kiow and Charkov. 

.idly. Tile third division, which lies between the 4jth and 
and .50lh degree of latitude, is sufficieiitly warm for the culti¬ 
vation of vine.s, and the mulucrv for silk-worms. It con¬ 
tains the following governments; Catharinoslaw, the greater pair 
of the province of Caucasus, Astracan, Casaii, a part of Char- 
kov, ol Kiow, Saratov, and even.of Colivan and Irkutsk. 

4ihly. 'riie climate of the Crimea is extremely agreeable 
During nine* months of the year, the inhabitants enjoy the purest 
atmosphere, ai»l a moderate degree of warmlli. Nature re- 
jMjsfs scarcely three months to renew her astonishing fertility 
Spring bcgiijs here in the month of pcbriiary, ami iIk; greatest 
heat is between the middle of May and'the end of August; the 
natural warmth of this season is increased by a .sultry wind, wliich 
blows from ten o’clock in the morning sometimes till five o’clock 
in the evening. A mild rain, which is often preceded by a thun¬ 
der storm, cools and purities tiie air. The months of Seplemhci 
and October are the most agreeable in the Crimea. The rainy 
seasou.begins in the month of November, and a moderate cold 
prevails in December and January. i Voslis of rare occurreiu e, 
and never lasts longer than three or four days. ’I'lius the Crimea 
forms the fourth division of the climate of itii.ssia. I'here are, how¬ 
ever, some governments and provinces in Russia which partake 
of two; others of three; and some, for instance, that of Irkutsk, 
of all these four divisions. From this variety of climate it 
naturally follows, that Russia po.ssesses, or at least is capable 
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of possrssinit all :aose vegetable productions which Tiature*givos 
£t^)araU'>v and vvHh a sparing hand to oshor slates. 

The ioliowiiig are the most reniarkahle mountains of Rus.sia: 

1. Tlie Nortlicrn Mom tains stietch out nortliward of thetiO® 
of north ialitude from the .shores pi' the Baltic to those ol the' 

iiitc Sea, in a t;oiitimu'd cluiin. 'I'he highest range of tliciu 
extends from the .siilc of Sweden along the norlliern shore of 
the Baltic towards the lakis Ladogrr and Onega. The height 
IS in most places intonsiderable, and the Neva is the only river 
of iinportanee which has its :*otnce in them. 

2. 1 l:e mountains of Alaunski are in the centre of Russia, 
hetween Moscow, Siuoleiisko, and Tula,. 1 ho Dnieper, the 
Don, and the Volga, rise from them oa one side, and the 
western Dwina, t!ie Lovat, and «evcral smaller rivers, flow 
from tliem on the otljcr. • 

The mountains of the Ciii'Aea, or the Tauriaii IVIoun- 
tains, .seem to be a continuation of the (huica.siis. They ex¬ 
tend as far as Salgyr and Jlulganak, ami one brunch of ihem 
inns in the ilirection of Cafta. and eoutinue.s in a westerly direc¬ 
tion as far as the mouth of the Alma. 'J'he mountain which is 
called Tsc!u;tirda\, and w Inch divides the Crimea into two pafi^ 
IS the liighest of them. 

4. Alomit Caucasus rises ntajestically to the view in three 
janges, or terraces. '^I'he first of these is not of a consiiieralrle 
elevation ; the second is thickly planted with various trees, and 
is never covered wiih snow-;,the third i.s a icgul.irly contineed 
chain, on which the Russian govcnuTieut has undertaken to make 
^ a road into Ceorgia, w hich will soon be completed.* The I’erek 
flows with astopi.sliiiig rapidity at the foot of ihiv range of nioini- 
tuins. 'J’he whole lange is four hundred ihiglish miles in lengih, 
and its summit is perpetually citveied with sno,p'. TIk; tice 
known by the name of J{t/i dactu grows here ton .surj-rising 
heiglit. There is also anollftir tree here which, in wliatevcr 
direction it is cut, presents alternate streaks of ri d and guen 
to the view; but its w'ood is so brittle, that it cannoi be app'.ual 
to any oilier use than that of fuel. 'I’he livers I'erck, Jiuban, 
Kmnma, and several other streunis of less iiJiportaiK'c’, rise in 
the Caucasus. 

.0. The Cral,called by tfieaiifumtsthcllypciboreaujor Ryplica-n 
Mountains, form the ivt.lmal i?omidary between Jhirope and the 
north of Asia. Tlieir greatest lengtli, from norili to kouth. is 
2,-100 mile.s; they contain rieli, mines of gold, coopei, and iron. 
The livers Sosva, 'I'obol, Ural, Belaya, Kamma, I'vrahora, 
and a iiiimbcr of smaller rivers, have tlieir sources nearly in 
^le summits of th^se inounlains. 
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0: The mountains of Altai Occupy the whole tract of land 
between the Irtisch and the Yenissey, and constitute tlie boun¬ 
daries between Siberia and China as far as the river Amur. 
They are the highest mountains in Asia; and in the middle of 
the extensive chain, Boghda Oola, which is celebrated amongst 
the surrounding nations, raises its lofty head. 

The sides of the Altai are but thinly scattered with viiiod; but 
rivers gush out from them in all directions. The following are 
the principal: The Irtisch, the Buchtorma, the IJlba, and 
Uda; the Oby, the Aby, the Ticharysch, the Tschulym, the 
Kalunaya, the Tom, the Yus, and the Abakan. 

7. 'Hie Sayani mountains are those at the foot of which the 
Yenissey and the Selinga run. Their summits arc perfectly bare, 
except in some few spots where they are thinly covered with 
trees. The principal rivers which ^ rise from them are tho 
Yenissey, the Tuba, Mana, Kan, I.yrussa, Oka, L da, Irkut, 
&c. &c. 

8 . The mountains of Baikal lie in the same direction as the 
Jake of that name. Their summits are in some places bare ; but, 
in general, they are covered with tufted groves. -The Selinga, 

~ihe Angara, the Lena, the Vilui, and the Tuiigura, flow fronr 
them. The lake Baikal contains several rocky islands which 
bave a very picturesque appearance. 

f). The mountains of Nertscliinski traverse that tract of land 
which lies between the Selinga and the Argun ; and arc chiefly 
composed of granite. I’hey contain productive mines in some 
parts, and their sides arc covered with various kinds of forest trees. 
The Argun/' the Amur, the Ingoda, the Karenga, the Niusa. 
the Vitim, &c.<have their sources in these mountains. 

10 . In the mountains of Ochotsk, the rivers Anadyr, Amga, 
Aldan, Mayv, Kolinia, and several smaller streams rise. These 
mountains, which are but Utile kuowTi, stretch out very far 
northward, and run eastward along the gulf of Udenski; they 
are called in Russian, “ Stanow'oi Krebeth.” 

11 . The mountains of Kamschatka. This penihstila consists 
entirely of an uninterrupted chain of mountains, which encloses, 
as it were, the gulfs of Ptirschinsk and Anardiski, and continues 
its oo*:rsc through, the Kurile and .^leutian Islands, tow'ard# 
i'forth America; thus it may be said, that this chain of moun¬ 
tains in some degree coniMCts Russia w'ilh the New World. 

Although Russia contains such a number of moufitains, which 
branch out in various directions to a considerable length, by 
far the greater part of the country is flat. The dry and elevated, 
uninha,bited plains art called Stepps, or plains. The principal 
of theie arc as follows : 
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Sc'a, aii I I'.c iVo/xn Ocean, and between die Duina’and tuc 
1 ct". !i<)i a. 

il. 'il’lie plain of the Dnieper, wliich coiuprises the wbolo 
tract of country between the Dnieper and the Bog. This im- 
iTii nse and almost Niiinhabited plain, stretches out on tlje other 
si' e of the Done/ as far as the Black Sea. 

The plain between the Ooji and the V'oJga. There is here 
a doficienev of water and wood. 

4. i'hiit betwetm die Volga and the Ural is extremely sandy, 
■but ( ontains some lakes, wliich funfisii a considerable quantity 
of salt. 

5 . "'File plai'.i of the Irtisch is one of 'the most extensive ht 
Bnssia ; il is tu\< rably well inhabite !,'and is admirably well 
cai- uhiiei,! I'or tilh ge and jiasture. 

(7. I'll it between* the Oby and.lhe Yenissey extends as far as 
the rro'/.eii Ocean. 

' 7. That between the Ytiiissey and the Lena. 

b. I’ha' which lies hetween the Lena and the Indigirka. 
The two last Stepps, also, extend as far as the Frozen Oeerm. 

No country possesses such abundance of forests as KiwrV-^ 
there yi" some of them, however, in which no limnan being 
has ever penetrated, and othors which are loo far reinvwed fntni 
an) navigal !e river to be turned to any considerable account. 
Siberia, in particular, possesses forests which arc almost of mi- 
meusurahk extent. Those between St. Petersburg and ^los- 
cow, and between Vlodiimr and Arsamas, are very extensive. 
But if there be no navigable river, populous cities, or mines in 
the nciglib inrhood of tliose forests, they arc of comparatively 
little value. Considerable number.s of trees rotaw'ay, others are 
blown down by the wind, and thus destroy all the young trees 
in the neighbourhooijl ol the s{lot on which tifey stood. Im- 
nien.sc numbers of trees ar« also destroyed by having the bark- 
stripped off tliern by the peasants to make shoes, which are 
calk'd lapli in the Iliissiun language. The custom of laying 
whole trees on the roads instead of pavement, causes alsu a 
considerable destruction of the forests; more particularly, as 
sucli roads are constantly in want of repair. It has been calcy- 
latod that 13,100,000'trees, supposing'^ach tree to be nine 
inches in diameter, are ncce*ssary to make a road of 150 versts 
in Icnglli, and forty-six feet in breadth. However, notwithstand¬ 
ing these united causes of the consumption of wood, Bussia 
has still a much grcati r abundance of fbrest than any country 
in Europe. Oak, birch, fir, and willow, grow in dift'erent 
parts of it to uA extraordinvy perfection. The ^wlule of the 
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Ukrainrj tlie Crimea, Charkov, slnd Archangel, are remark¬ 
able for the excellence of their pastures; the grass rises to an 
extraordinary height, ami the cuttle are large and strong. 

There are also few countries in Burope which are so well 
■watered as Ilussia. ft is intersected in every direction by navi¬ 
gable rivers, which might still be rendered considerably more 
advantageous to the coniiiiercial interests of the country, if they 
Were Connecteil with each other by cauals, which, in many 
parts, would not be attended with much difficulty. 1 shall 
enumerate the principal r.jvers of Russia. 

1 . The Dwina, which rises near Toropez, and separates tiie go¬ 
vernments of Bivonia, and Cuurlaiid from Litliuunia and I’o- 
lotzk. It empties itse,lf into the Baltic, and has fourteen falls, 
■which, however, arc neither steep nor impetuous; it receives 
several small rivers in its course, but >3 not dei p enough, even 
tinder the walls of Riga, fof vessels of more than 20(> tons 
burthen. 

2 . The Neva, which issues from the lake Ladoga, runs 
through the city of Petersburg, spreads out into several branches, 
and loses itself in the gulf of Finland, at Cronstadt. Its water 

^S^Jure and healthy for those who are accustomed to it; but it 
frequently has a purgative, and sometimes the contrary effect 
on strangers. Its course is abou't sixty versts, during which it 
receives the Ischora, the Ochta, and the Tosna. 

3. The Narova, which has a magnificent fall a few versts 

from the city of Narva. • 

4. The Kynien, which separates Russian from Swedish Fin¬ 
land. Tliese four rivers empty themselves into the Baltic. 

5. The Kubaiiv w'hich is the Hypiiiiis of the ancients; it rises 

on Mount Caucasus, and forms several islands with the l^umesek, 
particularly th§ beautiful islantl^Taman. Its course is not inter¬ 
rupted by rocks or waterfalls, but it is not* deep euuugli for ships 
of considerable burthen. * 

6 . The Dnieper or Boristhenes of the Greeks. This river 
empties itself into the Black Sea. It rises about 150 versts 
from Smolensko, near the spot where the Dwina and the 
Volga have their sources; and pursues its course to the length of 
-.150 versts through^^he most bcautifu) and fertile part of the 

Russian empire. It has thirteen falls of different heights, al¬ 
most all of which retain the Greek names, which they bore at 
the time of the Constantines. It abounds in fish, and in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Cremei^fschiick, its. banks are covered with sedge 
and reeds, in which immense quantities of water-birds, particu¬ 
larly bitterns build their nests. It receives the Desna, tlie 
Bosch, und.several/smaller rivers in its course. Its water U 
■ot healthy. 
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VUINCIPAl- RiVeRS. 

7- The Bu", which separattlg tlie Russian and Turkish empires, 
and receives the Sinucha in its course. < These two rivers form 
a triangle, two sides of which constituted the frontier of the two 
ahove mentioned empires, and on tin; third was the kingdom of 
Poland. There is a small city huilt on each side of the tri¬ 
angle. 

8. The Don, or celebrated Timaisof the ancients, which runs 

from North to South, unites itself with the Sosna, and after 
having run through a space of more than 1100 versts, strike.s 
out into three branches, wUch empty/thcrnselves into the sea of 
Azov at Tseherkask, the principal place of the Cossacks of 
the Don. It is too shallow for barks of considerable burthen. 
Its waters are muddy and unhealthy, :yid scarcely drinkable 
when th(! wind is high ; however, it is so abundant iti fish, that 
ill the year 1789, .1 bought a waggon load of fish for the 
soldiers, for about three shillin<^s. Its Sturgeons and the fish 
called Sevrn^n, are celebrated for theij size and the delicacy 
of their flavour. The Don runs through a fertile tract of 
country, and its banks, which are covered with woods of oak, pine, 
and fir, present a most beautiful appearnce. There is not more 
than 140 versts distance betw'cen tlie Don and the Volga, but" jC' 
would he an easy matter to connect these two rivers by .a canal, 
if the Lanka wliich empties it-sslf into the Don, and the 
Kamishenka which falls into the Volga, were made navigable; 
and in this case there would be an uninterrupted conimunicatioii 
between the Black Sea, the» Caspian Sea and the Baltic. Thi^ 
was a favourite project of Peter the Great; but was never car- 
lied into execution; and since that period tin? Sovereigns of 
Russia have sacrificed the most effectual mode* of promoting the 
national prosperity, to the pursuit of brilliant but unprofitable 
schemes of ambition. . , 

9. The rivers of the Crimea. These are not of any consider¬ 
able importance. The principal of them are the great and 
little Carassu, the Salgir, the Alma, the Catsha and the Cabarta. 
These last mentioned rivers all empty themselves into the Black 
Sea; but those wliich take their rise on Mount Caucasus and 
the Ural Mountains, flow into the Caspian Sea. The following 
are the names of these ; 

10. I’he Terek, which is one of the most rapid streams in 
Russia, but contains but little firfi. 

11. The Volga. This is the most considerable river, and the 
most abundant in fish of any in Buropp. Its cour.se extends 
upwards of four thousand versts. Several lakes and springs 
unite themselves, in the government of Tver to form its source, 
and in its course it receivts upwards of a hundrec^ rivers, of 
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whicli tliiify-three are coiisidorahte; it empties' itself into the 
Caspian Sea at Astrachan' by sixty branciies, vvliieh form a con¬ 
siderable number of islands. Upwards of a million of boat¬ 
men and iLshermen find occupation and subsistence on it. Tl'liey 
are ornamoilcd w itb almost coi'itinued groves, and produce a great 
variety of v<'getablc.s, particularly as{)aragus of a superior ejua- 
lity. [t is navigable up to a hundred and thirty versts from its 
source, and is consequently of the greatest importance in a com¬ 
mercial i)oinl of view. The Russians have the greatest venera¬ 
tion for this river ; and alf the poets who have seen or inhabited 
its banks, have lavished vast praises on it. The Russian pea¬ 
sants have a song w hich describes its mainfokl good qualities , 
the first verse of which' is as follows: 

0< h ti inatjiisolika HAa - 
Kcka Voliiti schirakri 
.f>a ocf»-»»-o ocli ti ineHc^ 

JU-fAt \’oiga bciuraka. 

12. The Kamnia. Before this river unites itself viih lie: 
-ArtJga, it traverses an extent of country of 1200 versts, and 
forms the communication between the southern provinces and the 
northern, which lie at the base of.the Ural. 

1". riie Ural was formerly catted Yaik in Russian. It 
empties itself into the Caspian Sea near Gurifl'e. A considerable 
number of loadstones an: found in the neighbourhood of its 
banks. Its course is calculated at 3000 versts. It separates 
the territories f)f the Kiigises and Baschkirs. 

14. The banks of the Oniba are inhabited wholly by tlie 
Kirgises. 

15. The Bel-aya is remarkable on account of the copper and 
lead mines, winch are in the neighbourhoed of its banks. 

16. The Bir is remarkable fo-- its waterfalls: there arc a 
number of ruins of temples, baths, and antique burial places on 
its banks 

The Northern Ocean receives the rivers which flow from 
Siberia and from the Ural mountains. 'The principal of these are: 

17. The Onega which empties itself into the VVliite Sea. 

IB. 'I'he NorlheiirDwina. 

Iff. I'he Obj, whi'jli traverses «n extent of country of three 
hundred versts. It has received tin: epithet tranquil, on account 
of tlie slowness of its current. It is navigable nearly to its 
source, and forms a* number ol* i.slands at the spot where it 
empties itself into a gulf of the Trozen Ocean. 

20. T/)e Yenissey» which the Tqj tars call Tlie Great River. In 
autumn it is five hundred and si.\ty, and in spring above eight 



‘ ATIICUKAI. AT NOVOaoTiOD. 

tiiittcfred fallioni.s wide. Alter it lias watered a tract of cotiatry 
of G.aOO versts in lenglli, it flows so giarti) into the 1 Voxel! Ocean, 
that its current is scarcely perceptiljle. 

*..’1. Tlie Irtisch, which is extremely sintiou«, and after a 
course of tiOOO versts it unites itself w ith the Oby. It receivi s 
several rivers in its course, jiaiiicnlarly the 'J'ohol and the Ivonda. 

'riie l .eiia, wliicli is one of the most eonsiderie'lc rivers 
in Eastern tsiheria. It divides itself into five hraiiclies, of 
which three run in tin eastern, atid two in a western dircetion 
to the I'i'oxen Ocean. I’liC length o^iis comse, which is .VvOtt 
versts, exyet ds that of every other )ivi:r in t'.L!ro|ie. It rises in 
iiiotiiituins near the lake Kaikal. 

'J.'V '^J'lie Anitir is called the Dragon K’.ver by the Cliinesi-, and 
hy the I'artars uf tlie lionie of Mansclm, 'I'lie illac'k Streani. 
JI is navigable in almost every part, and flows into tlie Sc-a <if 
Okhotsk. ■ ■* 

7’lie remaining rivers, sncli as the Avgani, which unites itself 
with the Yenissey, the Kanisch;ilka, the Andavr, the l^ingina, th- 
Indigirka, &c, do not deserve a particular descriiition. 


FAirr. Ji. 


RKMARKS OX SE\ERAL PROVINCES AND eiTirs O! 

RUSSIA, PAUTICUEAULY MOl.DAVl A, BESi»A li A P1 A, W Al.- 

LAClUA, AND THE CRIMEA- 

A 8 soon as the traveller lia’.s quitted the mtnshy and heathy 
neighbourhood of Petei sbu.'g, he arrives on tlio fi uuliers of the 
government of Novogorod; and after having pas.sed the \'^oI- 
chow by iueans of a bridge, half wood and half stone, he eutei.s 
the city of Novogorod, which i.s e'xtremely deserted and fallen Uf 
decay. I'tie cathedral clnircli w as .built in the year 1051, by the 
grand duke Jaroslaw, in honour of St. Sophia. The doors, 
which are of bronze, aVe ornamented w iii^bas reliefs, .loinandt^ 
speaks of this city as being ‘a place of considerable inipoilance 
In fact, it belonged to the Hanseatic league in the iSth century, 
and had an aristocratic form ,of government, at the head of which 
was the celebrated GostomisI, whose name is familiar to all 
Ku.ssians, and whose exploits have been sung by Suniai okov, on<' 
of the greatest fioetical geniuses of Russia. 
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Boris Gudenov, the tzar of Riissik, was constantly at variance 
with the city; but BubeOv as an ally, sent an ambassador to the 
court of the. tzar and re-established peace. The Volrbov, into 
■which the Russians threw their idols, on embracinsj: the Christian 
iiiilh, is celebrated in the songs,of the Russians, and in the popu¬ 
lar talcs of the Slavonians. Some ancient chronicles maintain, 
that ships of burthern formerly came up the river as far as the 
city, and different treaties, which have been c<nicluded with tin; 
Swt'des, prove the truth of this assertion, which appears almost 
incredible at present. As^the Voh.hov is extremely rapid, it is 
seldom frozen over. It has several waterfalls, the principal of 
which is called the Head of St. John; it abounds in a fish which 
is called sig, (Sahtio lamnjrluf) a species of salmon. The nobility 
of Novogorod is the most ancient in the Rn.s.sian empire, and 
is extrcniely proud of this superiority. •Thy* Russian language 
is here spoken in its greatest pbritv. The citadel was taken by 
the Swedish general Ponlns de la Gardie, who devastated tlie 
rurrouiidiiig eomitry to such a ilegrec, that his cruelty is become 
proverbial. jNoi far from the city are the ruins of an old ca.stlc, 
which is said to liave bt'cii the residence of Rurick, whom 
ixostoniisl invited to a.ssist him against his enemies, but who after¬ 
wards s<’ize<l upon the country for himself. 'I'lic castle is said 
o have been called Old Ladoga, i name wbicli is derived from 
:hc Sclavonian word Lader, signifying a place of repose. Tlie.re 
ire .subterruiieous passages in the neighbourhood of it, which 
ere said to be continued under the .bed of the \''olchov. The 
Jdcst Russian coins were coined in Novogorod. I have seen 
iilver pieces m %. museum, which had been coined in Novogorod, 
n the tenth cenU<ry, and represented on one side a man on 
lorsehack. in the year 1781 several manuscripts were found 
lere in a toleraljly perfect state but although they were coni- 
niinicated to s* veral academies, they havh never been explain- 
xl; they M ere written in the same' characters as an inscription 
jii a clock in the convent of St. Saba, at Svenigorod, near 
Moscow. 

The best meadow land in Russia is the neighbourhood of 
Novogorod. 'I'lie hay which they produce, called Broniz hay, 
5. in great request at Petersburg, and is twice as dear as that of 
!iiy other province. '’Hiere are a number of excellent studs here, 
vhith belong to the Emperor. In general the inhabitants ol‘ 
tJovogorod have the reputation of being very litigious, and the 
rest lawyers in Petersburg and M.oscow are the natives of tliis 
ilacc. '1 he government or district of Novogorod is bounded 
>11 one side by a chain of mountains, the highest of which re- 
•t'ives itsfiauje from the village of»Valday, which is celebrated 
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for die benufy of its m omen. During the reign of die Kpipress 
Kli?:ilH tli, a C(Jal mine was discovered berc ; but as it lias not 
sinc,c been worked, it is probable that it was not very productive. 

J'Voiii die goveniinent of Novogorod the road jvasscs tlirougli 
die govennnent of Pleskov to 

WHITE RtJSSIA. 

Tills province, wliicli but a few years ago cainc under the 
dominution of die Russian Emperors, w as formerly incorporated 
with tlie empire, particularly the two fjrovinces Pololzk and 
AJstislav ; the former of winch was th/e dowry which Volodiniir 
tile holy received with Ro'rnede.. the ihiughter of Kogewold duke 
oi Lithuania. I'his e.xtremely ill peopled province contained, ac¬ 
cording to a survey made in 1788, no lyore than 600,000 in¬ 
habitants of the male sex. 

T'iic soil is so sandy aud barren, that it does not furiiisii sub¬ 
sistence for black cattle. 'Fhe poverty of the peasants is ren¬ 
dered still more insupportable by die injudicious oppression of 
the landlords, w'lio avail themselves of tfieir feudal prerogatives, 
with unfeeling severity. A considerable part of the province 
is covered with forests of tir trees. 

I'he late field marshal count Czernicheff, who was governoi i<i 
tills province,made roads through it in different directions, which, 
in point of beauty, excel those of every other country in F.urope. 
In the middle is a broad carriage way, planted on both sides with 
alders, birch trees, &c. On each side of the mam road there 
are elevated patli ways, w hicir are also planted with trees. I’liis 
work, which is worthy of the ancient Romans, is carried on, uot- 
wilhstuiidmg the various obstacle.s which naturof opposes to its 
progress. A species of fern, {Filix Mas, in Russian Pajiorotiij/k) 
;uid of sorrel {liumex acefosella, in Russian Kis/itza) grow here. 
'File pine trees aie frequently hung with bee-hives, but the honey 
has not a good.colouf, on account of the bees feeding on the 
blossoms of I'urkisb wheat.* The appearance of tiie peasants 
indicates debility and disease. Tlieir food frequently consists 
of the b irk of the oak, mixed with a kind of cake made of sorrel. 
The cinise of lids excessive misery of the peasants appears to 
me to be as follows : When this province belonged to Roland, 
the men of landed property farmed out their extensive estates tc 
a description of persons called njiddle men, w ho oppressed and 
impoverished the peasants, find generally were in a few years 
•able to puiciia|.e the estate which they bad farmed. 

The inhabit ants of White Russia speak a dialect, which is com¬ 
posed of' tile Russian and Polisli languages. Their accent re- 
sescuibies that of the Oussacks of the JDou. They w ear a kind 
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of felt li:it or bonnet, which resell.hies an inverted pot. Tiitir 
shoes arc made of tile bark oflliebircii tree, and a>-e called “lapti" 
in the Russian language; those who, as being of noble birth, 
are distinguished by the title sclilacliliz, have the right to wear a 
black girdle, and a sword. Persons of this description geno- 
jally cultivate tlioir oxn littk: field, or are hired b§k the opulent 
farmers Id lend their l!ov.;ks; they are flogged and insnited like 
otiur peasants, but tiuy o.joy the enviable privilege of being 
laid on a earpet toTeciive their Hogging, instead of bi;ing 
laid (»n the .iaked earth like vulgar criminals. It is .singular that 
tin. pra.v.iuts 111 this couiilry have alnj<j.st all long neehs. and liieir 
heads nod as if they were palsied. The phio j>o/aiiicii, ctdled 
in the language /if the coniUiy Kalhiu, is very gene al, and at¬ 
tic Is not only the Iranian species, but horses, dogs and wob es.. 
The hair on the. head and on diflerent parts of the body become 
iilied willi a giutinous matte,r, and entangled to siicti a deg.ee, 
that it is iiiipo.sbible to comb it. If the blood be saturated with 
the disea.sed matter, it .loze-- out into the nails as well as the hair, 
and causes tliem to become black and nigged. If the hair be 
cut off during tlie prevalence ol the disea.se, the patient is aflect- 
-wsl with head a< he, madness, blindnc.ss, or eveu deatli, according 
to the vifili'iicc of the disease. Physicians have of late began 
to treat this disease with mereiiry, but IVom the example of 
several peasants, who have it not in tlieir pow'er to cni- 
jdoy a plnsieian, I am led to tliink that it is better to leave 
it to its regular course, for as soon as tlie blood becomes re¬ 
stored to its former purity, the diseased hair falls off’, and is 
sucfceded by hair, which is a.s clean and as healthy as if the dis¬ 
ease had 111 ver c .slsted. Several persons have recourse to tiu 
disgusting and ridicuioas remedy of steeping flic matted hair 
of an old plica, in brandy for several days, and then drinking 
the liquor, otfiers kei’p tlieir Iieads shaved, bi^by doing so tJicy 
only render the disease more si’ulent. 'rh^eneral disease i.s 
not treated with more judgnunt, and causes gi eater ravages 
On entering a village, 1 have seen several infectc'd persons, buried 
up to tlie necks in dungbilLs on the side of the road, wiiere they 
are frequently left in the greatest agony for ten days or a fort- 
ciiglit, unless they have the good fortune to die in the interim. 
It is evident from fJ.i; phy.siognomy, d,ess, and accent of tlie in- 
liabiMints of the village of Usdiatky near Tsebmugovv, that 
colonies of i'inlandcrs have emigrated to tln^oju? 
neighbourhood of Mstislaw and Ihopoisk, tlffl*mlrabi&its hJvca 
singular dialect, which seems to be composed of tjjls Russian, 
Ifeiisb, (jerinau, Latin, and Moldavian languages. The follow¬ 
ing is uf specimen of it:—“ Clijich wchas a tu seigei schmack* 
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schiiiiis —Come into the hJjuse, or you will be wet.—In me 
liba sem coide i”—You love me in yo^r heart. 

Tliis province is admirably well situated for commerce. Two 
considerable rivers, the Dwina and tlie Dnieper pass llirongh it, 
and carry it^roductioiis to the Baltic and the Biac!; Sea: but 
even this v&y trade costs annually the lives of a great iiamber 
of jM'rsons, who, unable to bear the rigour of the climate, die 
of different diseases. The woods abound with Hying squirrels, 
(“ Scinrus volans,” in Russian “ Letiagaand with a kind of 
bluish crow, “ Coracias ga' i iila,” ea]jed in the language of the 
country “ Si/ovoronka.” The Hying squirrel is formed like the 
common species, but is a good deal larger. Its skin is so loose 
that it forms a kind of bag between its fore and hind legs, like 
that of a bat: this skin, when it is spreafl out, serves the animal 
instead of wings. .Whan it wishes to fly, it climbs up to the 
top of a tree, and perches on thJ thinnest branch, on which it 
swings backwards and forwards for some time : as .soon as it 
perceives that the motion is strong enough to give it the neces¬ 
sary impulsion, it springs to a surprising distance, and supports 
itself in the air by means of its outsprearl skin; however, the 
spot on which it alights is always less elevated than that fioui 
w hich it has sprung. Its hair is of a whitish grey colour in sum¬ 
mer, at which season the common squirrel is usually brown. 

Tlie Jews seem to have found a second Palestine in White 
Russia; cities and villages are often exclusively inhabited by 
them ; and the filthiness which is peculiar to them, may here be 
seen in its most disgusting extreme. The Jews here are mer- 
cliants, innkeepers, and agents to the men of laniled estates. 

JViohilcw, .the residence of the governor, general, and the 
capital of the province, is situated on the Dnieper, and is sur¬ 
rounded by a mud wall of no great strength. Its public build¬ 
ings are elegant and ilplendid ; those of the inhabitants are built 
partly of wood and partly of'stone. 'I’liere is a convent for the 
Jesuits, one for the Benedictines, and a Greek convent. The 
Greek church of St. Joseph is very magnificent, and was so cal¬ 
led in honor of Joseph the Second, emperor of Germany, w ho 
passed through here in 1780. 'I’he.head of the Greek church in 
this province, and the principal of the catholic faith in the wholfi_ 
of the Russian empire, have pai^ocs here.* Near the city there 
is a high steep hill, which diaries the Xllth. ran up, followed 
by a lew of Iris guards, to attack a Russian forlificatioii; in 
which affair he was slightly wounded. 

White Russia possesses a considerable variety of vegetables, 
which are made use of in medicine: there is a great abundance 
of tlie cochleai^a, and the*serratula, called iu.RiAisian ser- 

ca'.mpcnhaus.en.3 c 
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pisclia; the peasants cure tUeiH cliildren of the cramp bv 
giving' them pansi/, mixed m ith an infusion ' of moss, w bicli 
has been stripped off oak trees. As soon as the traveller has 
quitted this province, and passed the river Dessna at Tschcr- 
iiigov, he secs no more of those extensive tracts of country, 
which arc covered with wHd mustard and “ 'gentiaua cen- 
tanrinm,” called in the language of the country “ zindelica.” 
This last vegetable is made use of in Dubrovvna, in the bicwcrics, 
to give a peculiar taste to a kind of strong beer resembling poi- 
-ter. With the frontiers of this province, the tree called in Russian 
tscheriomucha, and in tin?language of the country kalakoluschka, 
also disappears. ' It resembles the cherry tree, and has a white 
fragrant blossom : I have not seen it in flower, but 1 believe that 
it is the pruiuis padus; The peasants are extremely fond of lh(' 
succulent roots of the equisetum. 

The peasants of White Ru£sia are divided into three classes, 
and the country is portioned out, into uwalocks instead of disa- 
tincs, as is the case in flie other parts of Russia: a desietine con* 
tains 486 feet in length, and 180 in breadth; and a uwaloek 
contains twenty square desastines. The peasants of the tiist 
ebss are called Semiani, from the word .Seinia, which means 
caith : they are not employed in the labours of the iield, as theii 
name would lead to suppose, but are made use of as overseei s, 
messengers, &c. &c. They pay the landlord to whom they be¬ 
long fourteen rubles yearly for every male in their family ; they 
pretend to be noblemen, and to have been forced, by their p(.>- 
verty, or by the dishonesty of the land-owners, to inscribe them¬ 
selves ill the q|ass of peasants : they call themselves Schlachtiz; 
cannot be forced to work for the landlord ; they wear white, 
dresses, black caps and belts; never go without a Wbre, and heg 
their bread when out of employment. Some of them possess 
the fourth par: of a uwaloek/ which they cultivate with ihtii 
relations, who always live with them. 

'J'he second class is called Gluchokunischnie : each peasant of 
this class receives from his ow'iier the fourth part of a uwaloek, 
for which he is obliged to pay five rubles yearly. If he have 
several Sfiis, he is obliged to take as many quarter uwalocks 
as he has sons, and to pay'five rubles yearly for each of them ; 
so that it maybe cal^..!ated, that each family pays twenty rubles 
yearly on an average : they bcconui hereditary proprietors of the 
portion which is assigned them ; but they can neither sell nor 
leave it: they aie •'/eOa: udscripti. 

The third class is called Prigoiinoi; each person 9 f this class, 
who is able lei work, is obliged to labour for his master four 
days in tlitei^week. The* males pay si.\ rubles yearly. They are 
sla\e.s ill the Yullest sense of the word, and may be sold separately. 
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w as the owirtr thinks proper; ihcir situation is extremely 
wnldied. . . » 

Jfanypartof the estate remain undisposed of, it is farmed 
out to Jews ; many of whom have purchased estates here. In the 
’owns, they ^ay a certain sum fw every fathom of land which 
they possess, exclusive of the capitation-tax; and besides tlus 
landtux, and the ordinary capitation-tax, every Jew is obliged to 
))ay a ruble and tweniy-iive copecks to the crown for every male 
in his family. It is impossible for him to procure an exemp* 
tion from this tax, even if he possesseil such large landed estates 
as the Polish counsellor of state Ijcvi Aaron (lamsche. 

'I’lie principal towns in this district are Polotzk, Witepsk, 
Baliiiiovitsch and Dubrovna, in all of which Prince Potemkin 
established matiufaclories : Orscha, where the princess Sophia, 
sister of Peter the PirsI*, founded a convent; Scklov, one of 
the richest towns in the province, in which general Soritsch 
established a military school; but whiclj, since bis death, has 
been transferred to another place. Tchetscliersk, a small town, 
rcitli GOOO peasants belonging to it; and lastly, Homel, w’hich 
tiatliaiine the Second conferred on Field Marshal Romanzov, 
logi'tlier with l'i,000 peasants, as a reward for his servitx's. 

'I'lie river Sosch runs near Ilouiel; and although the bed of 
the river is by no means w'ide nr summer, it swells considerably 
after the siiow' has melted, aiul was six versts from one bank to 
flic Ollier when 1 passed it in 17B8. After having travelled a 
distatice of thirty-live versts,# 1 arrived at 


. MTTI.E RUSSIA, OR THE UKUAINl/. 

This bcautiliil country, on which nature • pours forth her 
blessings with a liberal band, was as extensive as Old Russia, 
bi'fore Siberia, Astracan, and the. Asiatic proviiie^ were united 
with it. As it W'as formerly the frontier of Russia, it leceived 
die name of Ukraine from the Russian word Ukraiyu, which 
means frontier. When Russia was divided into govcrnmeiits, 
several of the districts of the Ukraine, such as Piiltava, Goltva, 
&.C. &c. were united with the government of C’atliarlncburg. 
Kiev, celebrated for the luimber of its churches, convents, 
chapels, and catacombs,, and the hospitality «f the inhabitants,- 
is the capita] tif the province, antk the seat of government, and 
of the courts of justice. ’ 

Kiev is an extensive city, but contains nothing worthy of 
attention but its catacombs. • , 

The city of Dobranka is inhabited by the people called Ros»- 
cohiicks, who became so turbulent in the year 175)0, because 
one of their churclies was takeif possession of for tlic Jiu^iaus of 
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tbe established religion, that it was'tboi^ht necessary to reduce 
them to obedience by military force. X shall speak more at 
large of this sect in another place. 

Tschernigov is a large but decayed city, which is the seat 
of a governor, and of an archbishop (in Russian .^rchire). It 
contains a number of churches, one of which is in the form of a 
rotunda, and ^as built by the grandduke Jaroslav Volodime- 
ritscfa. In another of them are deposited the remains of the 
two brothers and saints Boris and Chleb,. who were assassinated 

Swietopolk. The Desvina Hows in the neighbourhood of the 
city and inundates tbe adjacent country every spring to the ex^ 
tent of ten or twelve wersts. 

Neschin is a handsome populous town, and has an extensive 
trade, which is in the hands of the Greeks and Armenians, who 
are established there. I'he empress Anna .Ivanovna gave them 
numerous privileges; and their commerce consists chiefly in tbe 
following aitides: Wii^s, preserved fruits, Greek soap, leather, 
and silk manufactured articles, which they purchase in Greece 
in Asia ; and export to the other provinces, perfumeries, which 
are not inferior to those of Montpellier, liqueurs, &c. 
There are two fairs held here annually, which are much frequented. 
The city is surrounded by marshes, which abound in snipes and 
different kinds of water-fowl. 

Lubny is remarkable on account of tbe siege which it siistaiiu d 
against Charles XII. The air of Ijibny and Chorul is so 
healthy, that consumptive (icrsons travel thither and soon recover 
their health. It is here that the plains or stepps begin, which arc 
inhabited by the Marniota citcllus. This little animal is a kind 
of field-mouse, buC is speckled w'ith black and yellow, or grey and 
white. It lives in perpendicular holes which it digs in the earth, 
and which it seldom leaves but .at night, when it makes a disagree¬ 
able howling noise. It has two long front teeth, by means of 
which it is able to defend itself against a cat. A large species of 
owl, called in tlie language of the Ukraine Pugatsch, destroys con¬ 
siderable numbers of them. They are caught in the following 
maimer; water is poured into their holes, and as soon as they are 
wet, they spring out; but as they cannot run fast, they are easily 
—Icilicd. The skins otseveral hundreds qf them are required to 
make a cloak, as only about two^fii^cr’s breadth of the back 
can be made use of. I’liey are generally used for the facings of 
great coats and saddles. 

Gradilscheck is thc.last city of die Ukraine; for at a short dis¬ 
tance on die other side of it the government of Cathariueburg 
commences. However*, it must be recollecte^, that these re¬ 
marks w^e written at tlie time tha*t Russia was divided into go¬ 
vernments, since that period many changes hgve taken place. 
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A number of old Roman coins have been found in the.neigh> 
bourhood of Graditschck. I have see* some of Augustus, Ves¬ 
pasian, Trajan, Antoninus Pius, and a considerable number of 
Marcus Aurelius and Maxiniinus. 

Having onjie passed Tsclreruigqw, the traveller sees no more 
shoes made of the bark of trees nor wooden houses; as on tRe op¬ 
posite side of the Dessna, the peasants here are all more opulent. 

The houses in this mild climate are built of branches of trees 
interwoven with each other, then plastered over with mortar and 
whitewashed; the rooms are generallj; wainscoted, and the roofs 
are thatched. 

The inhabitants of the Ukraine, like those of ail southern coun¬ 
tries, are indolent and dirty, except in the^r houses, which are ex¬ 
tremely neat. They work no more than is sufficient to enable 
them to procure the .bare necessaries of life. They are not quite 
so much addicted to drunkeniicss *as the northern Kussiuns, but 
their liquors are more palatable and equally strong. They are 
extremely licentious, and sidfer very much from the venereal dis¬ 
ease. They seem to have a natural genius for poetry,-and the pic¬ 
turesque beauties which surround them, love and brandy, aic 
usually the subjects of their poems. Their ploughs, which go 
on wheels and have a double share, are drawn by lour, sLx, and 
sometimes eight oxen, and as’ the soil is extremely hea^y, it is as 
much as they can do to turn up the surlace of it. They seldom 
harrow the land, but generally sow it immediately after it has 
been ploughed. 'I'hey cut •all kinds of corn with a scythe, to 
which a kinfl of rake is fastened; and as they ai e passionately 
fond of music, they generally have one or two nutsicians to play 
for them whilst they are at work. Their daiE^cs are gay and ani¬ 
mated ; and that called the Kanrariii'^kaya is so delicately volup¬ 
tuous that it is extremly difficult it *ht^ ijecessary expres¬ 

sion, and at the same time to avoid violating decuiiini and mo¬ 
desty. * 

The language of the inhabitants of the Ukraine generally ter¬ 
minates in a vowel. Their dress, particularly that of the rich, 
is a mixture of the Polish and Tartar costumes. The nobles are 
extremely proud, and reckon amongst the first families only those 
which have had a Hettman, a general, <tr a chief jiislice. 1'., 
these belong the Kotschubeys, the Kuliabakas, tlie Uesborodkos, 
the Skurapatzkys, &c. &c.* These distiiiguislied families are 
descended from the Petschenegian Tartars. Notwithstanding 
their pride, they have not the folly to djsdain commerce, for in 
the U kraine every man is a merchant or a farmer. 

I'niits of all kinds grow to great pcaleetion here, particularly 
that kind, whose name I only*ktiow in Russian Deroii. * 'I’his fruit 
is preserved hi a particular manner, and is-much liked throughout 
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all Russia. The farmers distil liqlwrs from the fruits wliich 
their "ardeus or llelds [irodRco, and which are called by the ,<;c- 
nevic K.iine Nalivky ; to tliis name is added that of the fruit from 
which they arc extracted, for instance, Rasp-berry jNlalinowka ; 
Cherry Vischnovka ; Plums, Sliwenka ; &.c. &.c. Jtis a singu¬ 
lar contrast that all the horned cattle in the Ukraine are ex- 
fremedy large, and that the horses are always small, although they 
feed on the sanre pastures. The s(>il is black, and so rich that it 
never ruqunes to be dunged. The only mmle which is ev<T 
adopted to enrich it is to lu^rn the grass or stubble. The niii.vt 
which is grown here is of a peculiar large kind, and gives ex¬ 
cellent groats. It is always sown in fresh land, and particularly 
in fields where pines have stood, and been burned down for this 
purpose. Amongst the luimerous varieties ot birds with which 
the woods and fields here are enlivened, «I hqve observed a sin¬ 
gular kind of lark, vrhich lias* a tuft of feathers on its head, 
which it raises erect when it sings. Its song is more pleasing 
than tliatoftlie commotflark, but it does not soar so high. In 
t]ie woods there are stags, hares, and foxes, but few w olves, and 
still fewer bears. The rivers abound in every kind of fish; par¬ 
ticularly that which is called in Russian V'yresuh. 'J’his fish is 
uiiknow'n in every ronntry but the Ukraine and a part of White 
Russia. If it be taken out of the viver and put into a pond, it 
dies instantly. 

A spiral cartilaginous substance of the shape of a phunh stone 
is found in its heail, which, when laic,! for some lime in oil, be¬ 
comes transparent and resembles umber, and is purchased by the 
Jewesses to nia{.’.c necklaces. 

t “ 

SHORT ACrOlINT OF THE ROSCOLNICKS. 

The Roseohiicks, or as tiicy also call themselves Starivertzy, 
which means Aifcient Relievers, are schisrliatics of the (ircek 
rhurch, and are divided into seveial sects. As I passed souk; 
time in the country which is principally inhabited by them, that 
IS between Starodub and lilizabethgrad, I have taken pains to 
Dhtain authentic information relative to them, and shall coimnu- 
licate such details as 1 have been able to collect froni niy cii- 
niirics, and from the perusal of a manuscript which w:is written 
jy the Archiniaiuhite Andreas Ivanov, in Ochta, etilitlcd, an 
flccount of the diffeicnt Sects in the ifussian Empire. 'J'he origin 
if the iLOScohiicks is as follows: Some priests who were stripped 
if tlieir gowtis at dilfcrcnt periods, sought to take revenge on the 
'ovornment, by insinuating to the lower orders of the people that 
11 printed copies of the Rjhle were corrupted, and that they alone 
verc in pos»;essjon of the genuine co[*y as communicated by (lod 
uinsclf to the saints and prophets. Abakun, u priest, and two 
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*I«\icons, Fcoilor and Ijazarev were the heads of this now sect, 
whicli gave itsdlf the name of Starivortzy or antient believers. 
Tliey ordained priests, and baptized only by innnersion in rivers. 
'I'iie fanaticism of the people was carried to such a pitch at that 
period in diflercnt parts of the <;ountry, that several thousand 
llussians (juitted their homes, and established tlieiiiselves in the 
woods of Oloncz, and in the government of xNischni-Novogorod, 
ill onlcr to be able to worship God according to their own 
principles. Some of these proceeded towards Moscow, and 
baptized anew ail their proselytes, oj wliom tliey made consi¬ 
derable mnnbcr.s; these called themselves Perekrestschenzki, or 
Anabaptists ; they hud no priests or ministers, and did not marry 
at lh.st, but hud their women in comqjnii. A third division 
turiie.d towards Poland, and settled near Voronesch, where one 
ol their members, ,whc» had ordained himself priest, built a 
church which lie dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This sect 
spread in Kussia on the banks of the Onego, and called 
itself Popovtschuia, or The Priestly. Phis last sect braiicii- 
«al out into live different divisions, which were all at variance with 
each other resjrccting different articles of faith; the first was the 
si'ct of Weika, winch was the most numerous of all; 2d; tin- 
OiacoiKotschiiia, which had deacons but no priests, formed 
itsell' in I70(j; ‘3d, the Perehia.satizy, or Makers of holy Oil, 
Iln<>nus mjjsternnn mcri old; 4lh, the sect of the priest 
Siephaiius, who crossed themselves in a particular manner; and 
otii, iliosc who had come fn^n the village of Ps' hcrnobol, v.luch 
b. it iiged to the Starosly of Chotkevilz, these bles-sed their coii- 
gicg.tlions Willi lights. .iMl these sects had the gifatest aversion 
for each other, ami agreed oniy lu one point, \j»hich was to vow 
iit! eternal hatred to tite e.ste.blished church. 

'Pile Sect of Vclka could not b^ar the idea that j’eter the Great 
•■.liould unite in his pei’Kou ilie dignities of head of the church and 
of the state; :iiid on this accdmit the greater paa emigrated to 
Poland. 'Pile emperor excrlctl all his effort.s to induce them to 
tetuni, and at length siie.eetihtd; they establisheil themselvos in 
tlie iieighbomliood of btarodiib, anei in a .shoit time seventeen 
eonsidei'idile villages were wlndlv inhabited liy them. 'Phi.s is 
the. principal seat eif the sect to this day, aUitough considerable 
numbers accepted of the udvantage:oiis olfers which a person of 
the name of Chaletzky made them to emigrate to White Ilussia. 
They there took posses.sion of an island m the river Sosch, be¬ 
tween Tschet.scher.sk and Homel, and callgd it VT-tka; liowevcr 
this .spot wa.s soon too small for their increa.sing minibers. They 
spread out into the country, and built the four villages Kossez- 
kaya, Dubovoiliig, Papsuyefka, and Mariiiia, whose uRited po- 
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f iulation amounted to 15,000. The government of Poland al- 
owed them the free exeit:ise of their rei^on, and thus enriched 
the state with a number of industrious cituens. New colonies of 
this sect built ten villages in the neighbourhood of Homel, and 
with the conquest of White IRussia they came again under the 
Russian scepter, 'flie sect called Diaconovtschiny was founded 
by a deacon of the name of Alexander in the year 1706. Ani¬ 
mated by a desire to distinguisli himself, he persuaded the igno¬ 
rant that he had discovered egregious errors in the tenets of all 
the prevailing sects. He«maititained that the benediction should 
be given to the people by a perpendicular, and not by an ob¬ 
lique movement of the hand, and such like absurditir.s. Hcsuc- 
ewded in lus wish; but after his death, and that of his disciple, 
his followers reunited themselves with the established churi h. 

Another class of lloscolnicks establtsbed themselves betweep 
Tscheringov and Novo^rod-Seversky, and arc remarkable for 
their industry and tl^cir riches. They built eleven villages, 
wdiich were emancipated by Peter the First, and since that j>e- 
riod they belong neither to the crown nor to private persons. 
Catharine II. gave them the rights of citizens, and divided them 
into guilds; they are partly of the sect of ^'etka, and partly of 
that of Peremasanzy; but their common interest has extinguished 
the animosity which characterizes “those two sects. 

The Popovtscheny maintain that he who reads the Gospel is 
not stedfast in faith. They sent a man of the name of Antonins 
as deputy to the urclibishop of Yassy, to intreat him to send them 
a bishop ; but he found some means of avoiding to comply with 
their request.*^ In the year 1731 they united themselves with the 
sect of the Diacani, and repeated their former entreaty to have 
a person of the Vlas (Blasnis) created bishop. The aichbishop 
consulted the patriarch of Coi?stantiiio))le, who offered to com¬ 
ply v^itli ilifii request, on condition they would admit twelve ar¬ 
ticles which he should propose tc^them; but as they peremp¬ 
torily refused to agree to this proposal, such of them as had esta¬ 
blished themselves in Moldavia were banished. It would 
be too severe a satire on the human mind to enumerate these 
absurd articles, for the «?nforceincnt of which the slate de¬ 
prived itself of sojnmny industrious citizens; and sooner than 
cotnply with which hundreds of individuals sacriticod for ever 
their country, and the establishments which had given them bread. 

A men of the name of Stephen Jacoblcv, who in the year 1725 
had stolen 240 luhlet- in the convent of Caselsk, for which he 
had been condemned to be flogged, began to make his appear¬ 
ance as j^e leader of a*sgct in the year 1733. After he had suf¬ 
fered Uv punishment he was seiTt to the convent of Solovezkv, 
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fr<»m wlience he made his escape, but being taken again he was 
coinlenined to imprisonment for life. 

He a\-jiled himself of the eloquence 'with which he was en¬ 
dowed by nature, and of the good education which he had re¬ 
ceived, to work upon the minds gf his fellow prisoners. Hi* 
congregation was soon composed of persons of the ^rst distinc¬ 
tion, wlio were induced by the fame of his eloquence to enter the 
wails of a prison to listen to his discourses. Tlie Synod, alarmed 
.at liis growing popularity, ordered him to be sent to Siberia; 
but some of his follow ers attacked the guard which escorted him, 
as ilicy were passing through the loresi of V^aroslav, and rescued 
liitn. He was brought in triumph to ivetka, where the inhabi¬ 
tants rec< ived him with joyful acclamation#, anti proclaimed him 
their bishop. He read masses, ordained deacons and priests, and 
was the first of the ^cct M’lio introdncetl choirs into the service 
of the cliurch. He was tyrannicafly severe towards the clergy; 
and as lie never pardoned their most triflipg errors, their hatred 
became boundless. At lengUi hearing that Raphael, archbishop 
of Kiev had orders to apprehend him, they fell on him unex- 
jiectedly, tied him down, and delivered him into the hands of the 
archbishop. His death, whidi took place in 17-^5, rescued him 
from the disgrace and pnni.sinncnt -.vliicli awaited him. 

'i'he illegal inode in wiiicfi Jacoblev was created bishop, 
awakened the jealousy of government; and as repeated remon- 
stiance.s were of no avaS, the empress Anna gave orders to 
colonel Syiin to march again;* the revolters at the head of s nne 
la gimcnts of the line and Cossaks, and to bring them to obedi- 
,cnco by force. Innir ihonsaiid of them were talcn prisoners 
a.id sent back to their different birth-places, {#k 1 their wooden 
chni cii was embarked in a large boat on the river Sosch; hut a 
t-loiin coming on, both the boat ivid the church were buried in 
the waves. 'J’he scctaii- s saw in this storm the hand of provi¬ 
dence, and believed that Hod fiad taken their chinch to liimself; 
and lioin that time, whenever they are asked of what religion 
they arc, they answer tliat they belong to the church in the wa¬ 
ters. \\ ith the aid of their brethren in Dobrianka, they built a 
t^plondid church in 17fc'd, and a monastery for 200 monks, and a 
convent near it for 100 iqins. The monks bad no refectory, but 
dined with the mtns, whom they called their sistcr.s; and such of 
them ;is had no sisters were obliged to dine vVith the inhabitants 
ol the town until a vacancy occurred. These monks became in 
a short time exces.sively rich by the donations which w'ere made 
them, and by their earnings in the villages where there w’ere no 
regular <-lergymen. 'riiis sect was so tnuch attachetj! to the 
house of Chalistkvg that w’beu tlTc troops of prince Ratizivil waged 
OA-Mi-ENHAVSEN,] J> 
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war against it in the Polish manner, and made an incursion on 
his territory, they were attacked and defeated hy the sectaries, 
notwithstanding the ho»ror which all the Roscolnicks, without 
distinction, have for warfare and bloodshed. 

In the year 1700, the empress Elizabeth pulilished an edict, 
hut without any success, in w hich she ofl'ered an amnesty to all 
the Roscolnicks living in Poland wlio should return to Russia. 
Catharine II. issued a proclamation in the year 1704, in which 
she invited them to return, and offered them their choice to iiH 
.scribe theniselvi;s either jis peasants or citizens; gave them the 
liberty of building villages for their own sect, and only required 
in return, that they should furnish their proportion of recruits 
ttj the army. A considerable number of them returned, and 
established themselves in the government of Kiev, iiarticularly at 
Slarodub, which village is almost eutirely inhabited by them. 
Still, as many of them continfted in Poland, and had the audacity 
to commit outrages on the frontiers, the i mpn ss sent an army 
against them in 17t>5, and upwards of ‘20,(XX) of them transport¬ 
ed to the colonics in Siberia. "^I hey have built a splendid 
church in Starodub, and in the year 1779 they sent deputies to 
their brethren in Moscow, where a kind of council was hc;ld, 
whicli was wholly taken up with ridicidous disputes relative to 
the works of arclil)isliop Saba and bishop Marlii ius of Antioch. 
It was intended also to establish general church-ceremonies for 
all the different sects, but the Peremasauzi re'n-ctcd every pro¬ 
posal which was made, and contii,uied faithful to their old cus¬ 
toms. 

I'he sect 6? the Diaconi has made the gn atest number of pro¬ 
selytes, and is become extremely iiunierons in thg,government of 
Tsischni-Novogorod. Peter the Great gave himself consider¬ 
able jrains to unite them with the Greek church. lie raised to 
the archiepiscopal dignity a man of the name of Py(irim, who had 
been many yeais one of their monks. Pytirim assembled a coun¬ 
cil, to wbicli he proposed 130 points, which they were to 
answer; but they presented him in their turn 240 points, and 
demanded a categorical answer to each of tliem. The arch¬ 
bishop sent circular letters, to all their priests, monks, nuns, and 
elders in the diocese of Nischni-Novogorod, demanding them 
w'hcther they had received his l.SO disputed points, aud whether 
the 240 which he had received contained their opinions. He 
then opened a council, with an eloquent discourse, beginning w ith 
the w’ords of the evangelist, M/indatum novum do vobh; he 
explained to them the sign of the cross, and the word Alleloja, 
but ajl was in vain; a considerable number of these peojile emi¬ 
grated wroni Russia and Polaudy aud established themselves iu 
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Bos';ara1)ia and IVloldavia. A man of rfhe name of Ambrosius, 
who had escaped from the convent of New Jerusalem near Mos¬ 
cow, pretenik’d that he had been created bishop by the arch¬ 
bishop of Siberia; but tliat having discovered the errors of the 
Russian church, he preh-rred being merely a priest amongst the 
true believers. He first repaired to Starodub, but not thinking 
himself to be in safety there, he retired with a considerable num¬ 
ber of followers to Yassy, where he was acknowledged archbishop 
by the metropolitan. ^ 

All these sects of the Roscolnicks, of which there are about 
7~, difter from each other in some nnimportant church ce¬ 
remonies, but agree in the principal tenets of their religion. 
'J'hey prefer manuscript to printed books; each of them makes 
the sign of the cross, in « particular manner ; they all hate the 
paintings or other representations ftf Russian saints, particularly 
those which are represented naked in the Italian manner. Tliey 
never curse, and abhor tobacco in all its'forms. Their painters 
who are employed to paint their saints are obliged to make several 
weeks preparation for this holy occupation. There are immense 
numbers of these sectaries in Bessarabia, in Moldavia, and even 
in t’onstaiitiuo|)le, where tliey are not only tolerated but are al¬ 
lowed till' public exercise of their religion by a firman of the Rorte. 
J have have seen an archbishop of theirs who was the stupidest 
and most unpolished monk that ever 1 had the misfortune to 
become acquainti'd with, {n order to give the reader an idea 
lu)w trifling the dilfereiice is between the tJreek church and that 
of the Roscolnicks, I shall quote a part of their service, which 
has excited thu greatest acrimony, and given rije to the most vio¬ 
lent disputes between the two churches. It is the Easter hymn, 
Voskresnaya Pesu, or the Psalniostys Anastaseos of the Greeks. 
The following is the Russian witli 3 literal translation : 

Christos woskrese is nioert- Christ arose from the dead, 
wich. 

Sinert Smertjiov poprav. And he ennobled death by 

death. 

1 souschiin wo grobe gien And he gave life to those 
daroval. lying in the grave. 

The Roscolnicks sing 

Christos woskrese is moert- Christ arose from the dead, 
wich. 

SmertjiounaSmertnastoupis. And by death he rose supe¬ 
rior to,death. 

I grobnikam ^sn podaril. And he gave life, to those 

[ lying in the grave. 

D 2 
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In the year 178.5, a Ukase, inviting the Roseolnicks to reunite 
fheni.«elvcs with the Russian churcli, was published witli consi¬ 
derable success. 'I’hose \vlii> lived in the government ol’ Catha- 
rineburg submitted to the conditions proposed, with few e\ce|)- 
tions. Tbeie is a sect of Koscoinicks in this government, in 
which the women perform the religious functions of tiie clergy. 
AH the Roscolnick sectaries in this governincnt are under the 
inspection of the archbishop ofTauris, a man of considerable 
learning, as well as his coadjutor Moses, who is known in the 
literary world by liis transTiatious of Auliis (-iellius, ami of the 
ecclesiastical History of tiie Abbe I'leiirv. Russia contains at 
present about 300,000 Roseolnicks, who have several convents 
and an Anchiinaiidrite in the city of T^icolayev on the Rug. 

I 

KRKMKNTScnUK. 

Krcmcntscliuk lies under the o.5'-’ of longitude and 4!)'^ of 
latitude. Its name is' deiived from the 'I'atur word “ Kie- 
meiitschock,” which iiiean.s “ much desert.” It is situated on 
the left bank of the Dnieper, and is surrounded liy llic little 
river Kahamlyck. A fruit which the Russians call 'I’ciii, and 
which grows in abnndance on the banks of this river is called 
here Kahamlyck. This town, which is at jncsent tlie largest in 
the whole government, contains notliiug remarkable, but does a 
good deal of transit-trade, as it is advantageously situated be¬ 
tween White Russia and the Crimea. The iiierchaiils here are 
for the mo.st part Armenians, Greeks, and .lews, and are very 
opulent, 'i'll'.? principal articles of commerev'are, dill’crent kinds 
()f vvotiden ware munufactniTd in W lute Russia, pitch, tar, iron, 
<ind low, vvhicli are sent to the Ciiinca, from wfu'iii.e 'J’m kisli 
stuflfs, leather, Greek w ines, and fruit are impuited. There is a 
bridge here ovt'‘r the Dniepec, which, however is the only one in 
th(? government. "J'he lepc.-ili <1 iuumlations of liiis liver ami the 
city of Catiiarinchnrg, whicli has been lately built about I 10 
versl.s from here, are piijuclieial to tlie the trad*; of Krement- 
schnk. Kxcliisive of the abovementioned wares and piodiiclioiis, 
the shops are filled witii dates, luisins, difl'ercnl kinds of to- 
bueco, soap, and lastly a fish whidi is called Karukatizza. It is 
found ingicat abimdalice in the iEgcaii‘Sea, from whence it is 
conveyed to Krcinentsclink hy water. Before it is boiled, it is 
beaten on a .stone until it frotlis. It is served up with a kind of 
■sweet sauce of a red colour, and «s a veiy favourite dish of the 
fJreeks. 'I'liis is the'’first town of Russia in which the word 
Bazar is heard, vvliich in/l'urkish means market. 'J’he mode of 
living als<i is.iliifcrent here from that whicli 1» had before oh- 
.»ci vcd. 'J'lte'kihabiiants live almost entirely on llcsli ; it rarely 
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happens that they have fish or vegetitUlt s to be scrvcil on tht-ir 
tabl<.s. They have a kind of sonp, however, which is made of 
groats and vegetables, of which they aie very fond ; this soup is 
rather sour, and is called borschj iVom the name of the carrot 
which is boiled in it. 

I here met with Moldavian wine, for the first lime. It is ex¬ 
tremely light, and, when it has age, le.senihles Mo/.elie wine. 
'I'he wine which is grown near the city of Smiack, in the Crimea, 
rrst'inhles young liurgundy in fiiivonr. 'I'hc best vinejanls in 
this country arc those in the nei. hhourhood of Clieison ; there 
are also various kinds of liqueurs made. Ihtc, which in llus.sia arc 
< alle(l Nalifky. 'J'he town of Krcmcntschuck dues iK)t cunlain 
more than 10f)0 houses ; the soil in the neighhourhood of it i.s 
sandy, and almost covered vvilii I li'iniaria glabra. It C prohahlc 
that the bed of tin; Dnieper, vvtiich has often changed place, 
was onc.e nearer the town than it is at present. Jt contains 
several n*cks of granite, which, in .some*places, rise above tho 
surface of the water; and tho most heauiiiid agates are found 
on its bank.s. It abounds in fish of all kinds, pai ticiiiarly stur¬ 
geon ; hut the fish which most abomuls here, is one vvliir h re- 
.sendrlcs the sturgeon, hu( has a more pointed hc.i i. ft is fre- 
qn.ailly seven feet long, and has hut one fin, whh-h is on the 
hack ; its bladder furnishes a kind of glue. 1 have given it the 
name of Acipenser nithenus naso acuti.ssimo. 'Flie hanks uf the 
Dnieper are in some place<% covered with die species of o'hble* 
snail, called Mytnlus jvolyniorphus, and considerable numbers 
of small tortoises, called Tscherepach, and large bift ill-lhtvourt d 
cravv-fisli aio fj^nmd in it. • 

The sandy stepp, or plain, which stirroumls Kremenlschucl., 
resemhles that of the Volga, ne^ar Astracan. l^everted myself 
in vain to find the Cailiguiuim Pohftunoide.s, which a celebrated 
naturalist as.serts to have seeu*hero. 

'J'iiis leafless shrub, which was so well known to the ancients, 
on account of the Noinades making the points of tlicir l■llKc» 
from its roots, was no where to be found, notwilhsianding my 
unwearied researches. T'liev cultivate here considerable quan¬ 
tities of Indian pepper (Capsicum aiiuiium), and sun-flowers,, 
(Hclianthus annuus), in RussianPodsolnischihck. The pea¬ 
sants extract an excellent kiiul*of oil from the .sccils ot tlii.s latter 
plant. The gardetts swarm with litlle green frogs (Raiia arbo- 
rea), and a kind of grey lizatfl; green lijrards are veiy seldom 
to he seen here. Professor Saussure, of Geneva, asserts that 
he has found green lizards, boiled to a ^elly, to ho of conside¬ 
rable benefit in nhe venereal«iliseasc. • * 

All kinds of poultry aie here of an I'xtraordiuary size and 
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bi-nutv; anJ peniliarfy wvil-flavoiin'd. The blu6 Caspian goose 
(Anas cygiioides), \vi(h hhu k beak ; and Persian ducks (Anas 
Loschas), with a red ring round the eyes; are liere in consith’- 
ruble nutnheis. Tiie stork of Mount Ciaucasiis (Ardea Virgo, in 
Kiissiau (lorschkoy Inravl), with grey b'athers, red eyes, and 
a tuft of feathers on the head, is kejit here in tlic farm-yards, 
perfectly tame. 

'rbe Dnieper, wliicli is the celebrated Borysthenes of the an¬ 
cients, is so rapid, purticiilurly on its right bank, that the boat¬ 
men an: obliged to take every precaution to avoid being carried 
away by it. Its waters are agitated by a violent wind, whieli 
rises every day about four oVIoek in the afternoon, fts left bank 
is eovend with a kind of reed (Arnndo doiiak), which grows up 
to an unusual height, and ahonnds in swans (in Russian l.ebed) ; 
pelicans (in Russian Raha) ; rl'd-colourcd ducks, whose diininu- 
tive feet are scarcely able to sustain their weighty bodies ; water- 
hens; all kinds of snipes* and beautiful red thni'-h ('I'urdus roseus). 
handles of penknives are made of the beak of the pelican. 

I'tie island of Kortvz lies lower down tiie river than the cata¬ 
ract of V clliga. it is nine \fistn in diameter, and is .surrounded 
on three side s by recks of granite, of upwards of t'O feel higfi, 
which give it a very romantic ap|Tcaraiiec. It elciives its name 
from the Polish word Cimrtz, a hound ; as it was formerly re- 
Hiarkablc for the eseellent <|nalily of its hoinuls. J have in no other 
spot see n siieh a quantity of nmshi vonis as hc-re. In the month 
of May, the banks (>f the .Dnieper appear as il they were covereei 
with snow, of. account of the quantity of a kind of shrub which 
bears white hlosyuus, and which the Russians,call Volseha- 
nina; 1 believe, that it is the Vilmruuni Tinus. 'I’his river is 
only navigable^for large ship.s versts below Cherson. By 
means of a inaeliine, called it camel, ships of war may be w orked 
up the river as far as Kyssemis, a village W'hich belongs to prince 
Besborodko. 

After having ])asscd the Dnieper at Kreinentschnk, I entered 
the little town of Kriukoff, in which there is a botanical garden, 
which contains nothing rciniM kablo, although it has been laid out, 
and is maintained at the oNpence of the emperor. 

*l’he road from Kriukoff to, Elizabelfigrad and Cathariiioslav 
i.s extremely inoimtainous. 'rhesft mountains, which extend as 
far as the sea of Azol¥, rontain gold mines, which, however, are 
not very productive the river *Bcrda, from which they take 
their name, contains great quuntitie.s of beautiful granites, par¬ 
ticularly in the neiglibouiliood of the fortress of Petrovka. 

Alexandria, a small town, which contains 8?'J iuhabiunts, lies 
Letvvten Kriukoff and Elizabethgrad : the meadow s on both sides 
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of the road arc extremely rich, anti are covered with game of 
all kinds : deer^ hares, and bustards, s^em tiivt;sted of tlieir na¬ 
tural timidity, and approach the caniages as llicy pass. 

Elizabetligrad lies in a beautiful valley, which is watered by 
the Ingiil. '’I’liere is a great number of windmills on the heights 
wliich surroimd the town ; as evd y innkeeper is obliged to have 
one, to obtain respect amongst the Cossacks, lilizabethgrad 
has the appearance of a Dutch town, as all the avenues ap¬ 
proaching it are ornanieiiled with trees, and the river runs be¬ 
tween the fortress and the town. Jt has five cluirelu;s, and 
12,000 inhaliitants. The town, whi?h owes its foundation to 
the empress Kli/ahelh, is the capital of New Servia; the fortress 
was coiistiuctcd by general Meder, but would not hold out long 
.against a Juiropcan army which slionld l^csiege it in form ; as 
the besieging army woulij no longer be c.xposed to the lire of its 
batteries, after haviiTg passed the»Ingiil. 'I'he country between 
llie Ingul and the Dog, was formerly tlie residence of the No- 
gaian 'Tatars. 'The principal forests iintliis country are those 
called Neroubay, VVelikyless, iMatronin, and 'Tschornoyless. 
'J he last-mentioned of these furnished the timber for the con- 
strui tion of the i’ussian fleet in tlie Jliack Sea. Jt is called 
'J’sci rnoyh'ss, or Black Forest, on account of its h< :>ig so thickly 
grown as to prevent the light from pciielratiug into it. 

A considerable quantity of saflVon grows on the hanks of the 
Jngul, in the neighbourhood of Elizabelhgrad. But the inha¬ 
bitants are .so ignorant, tliat they have never turned it to any 
account. 1 have procured a beautiful colour from it, by leaving 
its stalks (o dry, and then rubbing them. j 

'i’he distance from Elizalietligiad to Olgityro! is l.‘3I versts: 
Olgiopol is a*very healthy spot, as its iiaaie imports ; the inhabi¬ 
tants are chiefly JMoldavians, who established themselves here dur¬ 
ing tlie wars between the Biissiafls tuul 'J'urks. They are mostly 
graziers, and are very opiileMt; but they are so laconic in their 
answers, and at the same time so penurious aiid inhospitable, 
that one seldom hears any tiling from them but Noui, or 
Nousehdi—We know nothing. We have nothing. 'The air is so 
pure and healthy here, that, although in the lust W'ar with the 
'I'urks, the ilussiaii army, in w liich I served, consisting of twenty 
bataiiions of infantry, sjixty-si.x sejuadrons of cavalry, and twelve 
thousand Cossacks, was for time encamped here, vve had 
but few sick; and many of tliG sick whom we brought with us 
recovered their health in a fe*v days. The town is situated on 
an eminence, at the foot of wliich the SiiuTcha falls into the Bug. 
The former of these rivers was once the boundary between 
.|iussia ‘and : the jattgr divides iSnssia from 1 iptey, and 
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tlie latter country from Poland; so that the cannon which wo 
tiled here re-echoed in th;p three empires. The communication 
between Russia and Poland is eflVetod by means of a ferry over 
the Sinuclia, at Bopgopol, a town which is chiefly inhabited by 
Jews, and belongs to Count Potocki; and the ferry over the 
Png is at the little Turkish town of Oita, whither Charles the 
Xllthfled, after having lost the battle of Poltava-: a Pascha 
resided in Oita at that time. In the last war between the Rus¬ 
sians and Turks, the former laid a bridge, consi.sting of thirty-two 
pontoons ever the Bug at Olgiopol, where it is 378 feet wide,’ 
the principal magazines of \he army were also in this city. There 
are a number of storks' nests on the roofs of almost all the 
hoo.ses at Olgiopol ; the air is tilled, towards evening, with the 
insect called Scarabxfis rhinoceros, which is a kind of cock¬ 
chafer. About seven versts f.-bin this spot is the romantic vil¬ 
lage belonging to general Tea';ely, winch still rctaitis its Creek 
name lanygea. Vv’hen, the Greeks abandoned it, it was taken 
possession of by the Kogaian Tatars, from wlioin the piesciit 
inhabitants are descended. 

The whole of the Russian army, under the command of I'u ince 
Potemkin, was encamped in !78() on the heights between Ol¬ 
giopol and Emygea ; however, before 1 advance itito Bessarabia 
and Moldavia, 1 shall say a few words relative to the Zaporog 
Cossack.s, which are at [tresent dispersed throughout ilift’erent 
})arts of the empire, and relative to the government of Calhari- 
noslav, the most extensive that ever existed in Europe. 

The kings of Poland, to whom tlie whole of the country on 
the banks of the Unieper belonged, were obliged to keep a con¬ 
siderable force here, to prevent the different hordes of Tatars 
from destroying llVe forests, or the fish of the Dnieper ; both of 
which formed important objects of revenue. But the exfience 
which this measure occasioived; induced king Stephanus Battoi j 
to offer various privileges to such persons, as should think pro¬ 
per to colonize and defend the exposed district. Several persons 
from Little Russia established themselves in the neighbourhood 
of the celebrated cataracts of the Dnieper, called Nenasilytzki, 
and enticed a number of vagabonds of different countries and 
religions to join them, and their numbers multiplied in a short 
time to such a degree, that they had no longer any thing to dread 
from the Tatars, and extended Jicmselves on both sides of the 
Dnieper, as far as Chersou. They formed a code of law's, the 
piost important of which were, that the chief of the state should 
be elective ; that the ‘most perfect equality should exist amongst 
Uie subjects], that the land should be considered common pro¬ 
perty ; aqd females shoitjtd be eunfined in villages as* 
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signed to tliem* distinct from those iiriiabited by the men, and 
tliat they should bo enjoyed promiscuoti.^/i/ and in common, 
l.astly, they gave themselves the name of Cossack, from 
the word Kossa, a sickel, wliiph instrument they used oa 
the day of battle, instead of a standard. Tiicy made them¬ 
selves formidable to the Tatars, and revolud against the 
l*cles, who, during the reign of Wladislaus, attempted to 
deprive them of their privileges. The Cossacks solicited the 
aid of the 'I'zar of Muscovy, Alcxi.s,MichaeIovitscli, at which 
time their state was jrerl’ectly well orguui.sed, and was governed 
by Cliiheluitzky, a man of groat courage and immense 
wealth. All the pnblic acts of his reign, ^nd of that of his suc¬ 
cessor Mazeppa, began with the usual formula of crowned heads, 
“ We by th(! grace of Gc«!, 8tc. &.e.” lie founded some mo¬ 
nasteries, in »)iie of which it is sai<f there are several manuscripts 
relative to the history of this nation and of Poland. 

As Mazeppu, contrary to his expectation, could not prevail 
upon the whole of the Zaporog Co.ssacks to espouse the cause 
of Charles XII. and as several other nations, which also bore 
the name of Cossacks, but had different laws from those of the 
Zaporogs, refusetl to take part against the Russians; lie entered 
into the sta'vice of Swed<;n with 3000 Zaporogs, who were at¬ 
tached to him. Tlie battle of Pultava decided the fate of the 
Co.ssacks. Peter the (ireat banished them from Russia, and 
they were constrained to Hy t» the Cliim of the Tatars, who re¬ 
ceived tnclers from the Turkisli government to f'ive them that 
.tract of laud which lies belween Akermaii and Render, but to 
watch their movements with the greatest vigikiice. The Em¬ 
press Anne, who was engaged in war with the Turks, seeing the 
advantages which she might derivtx from the Coss;'*:ks, gave them 
an invitation to return to llieir^iiative country, which they joyfully 
Jacc«:ptcd of; and as hordes of criminals and vagabonds flocked 
to them IVom all countries, their numbers increased in a “avon- 
derful degree; but' they at length became so turbulent that 
Catharine 11. determined to deprive the nation of its independ¬ 
ence, and to oblige it to submit to the laws of Russia. Some 
regimeiits received order#, to surround their newly-built capital 
city P.okrofsk, which measure ivas immediately put in execu¬ 
tion; and when the Zaporogs*'«ere hemmed in oti all sides, it 
was proposed to them, either to quit Russia, or to till their 
lands, marry, 8cc. See. like other Russian subjects. Some tlion- 
sands of them went over to the Turks, Viiit the more numerou.s 
and better part of the nation were portioned out into different 
villages, received* lands, and Ivere treated in every respect as 
Russian sulijects. 

campenhavseN.] B 
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Prince Potemkin raised a regiment of them, 'called the b'fave 
Zaporogs, a title which they rendered iheinselvos woithy of in 
1788, at Otschakov. by taking the island of Berei:au by storm. 
The mountain on which the fortress was situated, was extremely 
steep and ditlicult to climb, but the Zaporogs ran up it with in¬ 
trepidity, and drove the Turks from tlicir entrenchments. It 
was a .singular circnnistance, that twenty armed boats in the 
Turkish licet, connminded by llassan Pacha, was at the same 
time manned by emigrant,Zaporogs. 

So long as the Zaporogs foinied an independant nation on the 
banks of the Dnieper, they had a number of singular customs, 
some of which 1 shall ielate. 

1 can answer for the truth of what I advance, as I was em¬ 
ployed during the w hole of the war, und Jiad numerous o|>jior- 
tiinities of conversing willi the most enlightened of them; and 
as 1 took up my winter-quarters in the house of a Zapoiog, in 
PusclikareflFta, who had been Attuinnn of the nation befoic it 
wa.s deprived of its iiulepeiidanee. 

The chief of this nation was called Kosehawoy, and each vil¬ 
lage was commanded by an Attanian, Jt is incorrect, that foreign 
authors call the chief of the Co.«sacks, ilettman oi Attaman, it 
is only llie Cossacks of the Don who are conimauded by a 
flettman. Amongst the Zaporogs, the Attainaiis wen* as com¬ 
pletely subordinate to the Ivoscbawoy as the meanest of ihe snb- 
jecLs. At the election of the «Ko.‘.chawoY, the nation was 
as.sembled in tiie Setsch, the capital city, and he was generally 
rhuseii from'amungst the Attamans; hut sometimes a common 
Zapoiog was raised to the dignity. 'i’lie person of whom 
the public made choice, eoutinued Ko.schawoy for life, unles.s 
the commissipn of some henious crime lenderod it neces¬ 
sary to disest liim of his aulhoiity. On the death or abdication 
of a Koschaw oy, a day was appointed to chuse his successor; 
and the different candidates made the nation acquainted with tlie 
heroic deeds vvhicli they had achieved, either in battle or in the 
chaee. The commonest Zaporogs had it in their power to 
insult the candidates, not only with woids but with blows. 
“ Peel,” they said to him on this oqcasion, “ feel how this 
smai ts, and take care not to ii\<lict any greater punishment than 
necessity requires.” lie who b|’re the greatest number of blows 
witli patience^ w as elected K-oschawoy, provided he had already 
given proofs of his Cfiurage. Ttre Zaporogs incorporated per¬ 
sons of all nations and religions with themselves; but the adop¬ 
tion or ngturalkation wus attended with some particular ceremo¬ 
nies. A? soon as the candidate jft esented hmikelf for admission, 
the Attattiao of the village, with which he expressed a desire to 
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be incorporatefl, exhorted him in the^ most earnest manner to 
lenouncf tiis project. 

The painful precarious mode of life of the Cossacks was 
rcpreseiilcd to him in the most frightful colours. Every person 
had a right to insult, and beat hint; but if he ixr.M‘te() in his de¬ 
termination, he was stripped naked, and liiscloaihs .\ere burned 
in his presence. lie was then clothed in tin* coarse woollen 
dress of the Cossacks, and was presented with the square felt 
cloak (burka) which the Cossacks always hang on theii slioulder, 
on the side from whence the wind »biows. I'hus dresswl, he 
was given to a Zaporog, whom he was obliged to serve as a 
slave for a year. At the expiration of the year he was admitted 
amongst the Zaporogs, and partook of dieir toils and of their 
rewards. I'wo Zaporovs always lived in the same house, and 
at« and slept together, and wer? w'aited upon by those who 
wished to be admitted amdngst tlieni. Whatever they acquired 
ill their excursions into the Turkish and> Russian empires, or in 
the (hace, was divided, with the most scrupulous honesty, 
amuLigst the cotmnuuity at large. But the prisoners wliom 
they made in their frequent invasions, the married men, and 
those who braved public o])iniou so far as to content themselves 
with one woman, were excluded from all share in the spoil. 
This distribution was executed with so much good faith, that in 
the year 1778, after the river had been drawn, and the lish sold, 
the Zaporog sent the sum of five rubles eighty copeks to Prince 
Orlott^ whom they had cdected an honorary member of their 
state. I a 

If a foreigner entered their territory, they received him and 
liis suite w'itl* jhe gieatest hospitaliiy. "^rhls hospitality was 
carried by them to such a degree, that a Zaporog never left hig 
hut w ilhoul seliiug bread, salt> s]>irituous liquor,'and soinctimeg 
flesh-meat, on the table, that the traveller who iiiigiit happen 
to arriv«> in his absence, should find some refreshment. 'J’he 
owner of the house in which the traveller lodged, was his guar¬ 
dian angel. The doors had no lucks, only w den bolts; how'- 
ever, every thing that he possessed was consi. jred sacred. But 
this good treatment only lasted so lung as the traveller continued 
on the territory of the Zaporogs; the mouient that he passed 
the frontiers, he was followed arfi* plundered of whatever articles 
of value he possessed. 'I'lie vjamen lived in villages, each of 
which was governed by an Att-^an, and were forbidden, on pain 
of death, to set their foot in the Selsch* or residence of the 
men. Each Zapoiog had a right to make use of them as fancy 
suggested. Whq^i a woman vyas pregnant, iio person gave him¬ 
self any trouble to ascertain who was the father of the child, as 
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it brloii^cd to the natioi| at large. If it was .a boy, it wai 
brought^ into the Sctscli at four years old, and was educated 
there; but the gills were left with the mother, and as soon as 
they were marriageable, were obligi'd to submit to the embraces 
of whatever free Zaporog took a liking to them. Four women 
always lived in the same hut. If a Zaporog fell in love with a 
girl, and expressed a desire to marry her, he was allowed to do 
so, but he lost all light to share in the produce of the chare, and 
was obliged to till the land, and pay a ceitain tiibute, which 
was divided amongst tlio Caporogs of the Set sell, who stjled 
tlieni&elvis tree and noble. It is a singular fact, that mairias>e 
was giiatlv uspeetod hj this savage nation, and that, from the 
moment that a RianiaJ,c was concluded, no Zapoiog dared to 
usurp or infringe on the rights of the h^usband. An iguomini- 
ousdealh was tlie punishmenteif adultery. 'The Zapoiogs Iv.d 
but two capital punishments. Either the criminal was hanged 
on the til St tree, or lio was tied to a stake in some public 
place, and a bottle of stiong liipior and a stick wcie laidoi 
the ground by him. Each person who passed by, drank a glass 
of the liquor, and gave the ciiininul a blow on whatever part 
of the body he thought proper; and this lasted until the 
culprit expired. In cases of theft, which were extremely rare, 
a string ot hoise hair was diavvn tliroiigh the llcsliy part of the 
culprit’s ears ; a Zaporog held tlu' ends of it in one hand, and a 
whip ill tlie other, with winch he ilogged the criminal through 
the slicels of the Setsch, until his ears were torn throiu'h. 
Those Vidio livjd in the villages were persons who had been ] >.i- 
soners or stolen, the married men and the women ingeiuial. 
These vyere ail ob'liged to till the land, and to furnish a rcitaiii. 
tribute in kind to the inhabitants of the Setsch. Not only the 
Zaporogs of the Setsch, but Ihe Attamaii and justice of each 
village, received, on a certain da^ a portion of bread, meat, 
brandy. Sic. sufficient for a week or a month. Each Zapoiog 
was bound to deposit tlie booty which he had made, in the hands 
of the person who was appointed to receive it. The most 
trifling act of dishonesty ia_ the performance of this duty w as 
|>uuibhcd with death, and was easil) discovered, as two always 
lived together, and there W'ere no locks in the houses. 'Fhe 
cloathk and burka ol the Zapo'fwr were woven by the women, 
and delivered on an appointed ddy. A considerable part of the 
nation went every year to the neighbouring fairs in Russia and 
Poland, and expended in a few days continued debauchery the 
earnings of the whole vear. 

The Zaporog# were ol^liged to a tenth part of their eani- 
ings to rttfi church of. Pokrofsk. the nches of which weie ini'* 
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mensc, and were afterwar ds transported to Petersburg to adorn 
the church of St. Isartck. These riches consisted of an altar 
and several large chaiices of massive silver, and more than 400 
sacerdotal vesiineirts, cmbrouleied with pearls and precious 
slo'.ies. The pnrutioii which .s(’p;iraled the sanctuary from the 
body of the church, was also of srjlid silver, ornaiaented vvilh 
pillars gold. 

When the Zaporogs formed an independant Tintion, under the 
protection of Kiissia, they could send 50,000 men into the field. 
'I'hey paid no trihulc to the lusssirin^ ro'.vii, but were obliged to 
furnish Ifiissia with black eaUU; at a fixed price. They gene¬ 
rally stole these cattle from'their iR-igid.iours, and ev«'n from the 
liussiuns themselves. I'hev were also db'iged to pnrehase their 
spirituous liquors frorr^ the Kussiaus ; and it is piobable, that 
"bwd they conducted themselves •careably. they wffuld not have 
been moli'stcd. But their ceuitiinu d invasions and robberies on 
llie frontiers of Russia, and the dang'<'i!i with w hich they threat¬ 
ened the inhabitants of the new town of Ciierson, induced the 
Empress to deprive them of their iiidcpcnuance, and subject 
tliem completely to the yoke of Russia. 

1 .shall not dwell on the ancient history of the government of 
Catharinoslav. Almost all the nations who have emigrated from 
the iiorlli to llie south-east or west, have passed through or 
established themselves in it; hence arise the great number of 
foreign names and customs wliich are to be met with here. 

In some places, for instance, the Slavonian custom of rolling 
or eating boiled eggs on, the graves of departed rsdalfohs, is pre¬ 
served ; and also that of singing, in spring and autumn, hyttins 
ending with *tlie words Dido and Lado, which correspond to 
Venus and Cujrid. The present inhabitants of this government 
are, Hussians, Foies, Servians, Grtseks, Armenians, some Swedes 
and (ierniaiis. The Kussisftis are not in considerable number, 
and are chiefly peasants, who have run away from, their masters. 
A colony of invalids has been established at Nicopol,'and is in a 
tolerably prosperous state. The Roscolnicks at Solotarefka are 
extremely rich. 

'^I'he Poles are very numerous; but as they are in general an 
idle vicious people, they do not conliiiue long in one place,' 
aivd frequently abandon the v;mages which they have themsoiv£.s' 
built. I ' 

I'he Servians and Hung!i)*5ans established themselves here 
during the reign of the empress Elizabeth. They inhabit the' 
cities of Elizabethgrad, Alexandria, Mirgorod, and Zeutov; are 
extremely opulijnt, and havejgiven this district tlie name of New 
Servia ; they formerly provided the Russian regiuieuks of htu-' 
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zars with recruits, but this is no longer the case.. The Greeks 
and Armenians come originally from the Crimea, and inhabit 
principally the district of Baclinuith. They are almost all 
graziers, and are generally so rich, that they have no reason to 
regret the vineyards which wcie abandoned by their ancestors. 
As wood is scarce in this part of the country, the inhabitants 
burn a kind of sedge, which they call burian, and dried cow- 
dung mixed with grass. In oidcr to*itiKier the cow-dung lit for 
burning, they diive a long pole into the ground, and heap up cow- 
dung and glass round, which they tread until it has accjiiired the 
necessary e^insisteilct; when dry, they puli out the pole,, and cut 
the fuel willi a .spade, in proportion as tliey want to make use 
of it. 7'his kind of liting gives a very stiong heat, but is not 
calculated for the kitchen, as it rciidcis the meat which is 
roasted at it perfectly black, an^i gives it'an unpicusaut smell. 

Tho.se of the inhabitants who aie said to be of Swedish origin, 
are about yOO in numker. They are all from the Livonian 
island Duglio, and area mixture ol Courlanders, I'slhonians, and 
Finlanders. I'liev live mo.stly in the neighbourhood ol' Kisikir- 
Jiien ; they arc of the Moiaviaii leligioii, and their dialect, which 
is a compound of the languages of the above-mentioned coun¬ 
tries, is very difficult to be understood. 'Fhe (icrinans, with 
the exception of those who live in the neighhouihood of Eliza- 
bethgrad, aic in a deplorable condition, whuh is occasioned by 
their drunkenness and phlegmatic indolence. 'I'lic Meimonisls 
arc mostly fioni Dantzic, and were I'l.TO persons in number, at 
the period of U»eir emigration. They enjoy c<)n,siderable piivi- 
leges: then travelling expences were paid, and each family re¬ 
ceived live liuudreif rubles to purchase slo< k and ifnpleuiciUs of 
husbandry, and also fifteen coperks a day until the first liai vest. 
Sixty desietiiies Ajf land were assigned to each lamily ; during 
the first thirteen years they weie exempt from all rent and 
taxes, aud, at the expiration of that period, they were bound 
only to pay fifteen copecks yearly for each desaetine. 

They furnish no recruits, but are much more advantageous to 
the state than the colony of Moravians at Sarepta, as these are 
fond of emigration, aud are obliged to send to the principal seat 
of their religion such part of theii earnings as is not necessary to 
their subsistancc. ' v , 

Tile Mennouists inhahi|il isi|^hd of Cliortiz, a considerable 
tract of land in the nek^^ourhood «if Kisikermen, and the banks 
of the river Coinkie V&da, which the Turks call Dgilkason. 

The climate of die ^venimeiit of Catharino^av is very 
changeable. 1 have frequently seen Reaumur’s thermometer 
rkrto 35'* in the month of July. Thunder-storms are frequent 
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find (lanwerous fiere. An atmosphere a yellowish line, a wind 
whic'ii raises the dust like a pillar into the air, and a dread¬ 
ful torrent of rain, are the forerunners of a thunder-storm, of 
which no adetpiate idea can be J'ormed. 1 was overtaken by a 
storm of this kind whilst 1 was on a march from Akeriiian to 
Palanka, which lasted tlirc c houis. The horses of the regiment 
refused to advance; and, in the squadron which I commanded, 
a dragoon and three horses were killed. Tiie slights here are 
generally extremely cool, and it is, advisable to chaiig* one’s 
cioatbing at the setting of the sun. 'The soil may be divided 
into three classes : The first is a loam, or clay, mixed with sand ; 
the second, in the neighbourhood of the.Biack Forest, is black 
and extremely fertile; the third, near KrinkofF, is a peat marsh. 
Alth ough the greatest psnt of the soil is remarkably rich, the 
Tanner cannot hope even for a *iiiddling crop the first year, 
as the earth is perfectly filled with the rcjiots of weeds, which are 
thickly interwoven witli each other; and, a few hotirs after it has 
been turned up by tlie plough, it is covered with saltpetre. 
Unremitting indusirv gets the better of this evil, and in the third 
year tlie harvest is abundant. 'I’he only woods in this govern¬ 
ment are in the district of Flizabethgrad. I'he wandering tribes 
who resorted formerly to this country to feed their droves and 
flocks destroyed the woods for the purpose of enlarging the pas¬ 
ture-grounds, and to prevent their cattle from escaping from them. 
That considerable forests formerly existed in tliis country, is 
proved by some old treaties which were concluded byjliOkinhabit- 
ants and the Tartars, in virtue of which the former were allowed 
to fish to the slistance of sixty versts beyond ©tscliakov, and the 
latter had liberty to <’.ut wood to the distance of .sixty versts be¬ 
hind Kisikermen. The Dniejrer, ^or Borystheues, is also fre¬ 
quently called the W’oody B^ver in old writings. However, the 
immense quantities of cattle of every description which feed here 
at present, would eat down any young trees which the farmers 
or landholders might think proper to plant. A great part of the 
landholders of this country have no slaves, or peasants obliged 
to work for them, as- is the case in^iuost parts of Russia, but 
are obliged to employ eallicr gyssies, or some of the wanderjng 
tribes, who pass through the cclmtry at ibe difl'erewt .s^a.-ons ot 
ploughing, sowing, and reaprtic. When these waiifioic-rs con¬ 
tinue a sufficient length of tim^to tie constantly emplovcd, they 
make an agreement with the'landholder f*>r the whole year’s la¬ 
bour, and receive a fifth part of all the crops, fn winter they 
live in tents or huts, round the house of the landloifl, and con¬ 
sume whatever they have eanltd in summer. Ir they be dissati^ 
fied, they take their hay and corn along with them, ani^ fix their 
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abodfs in the neighbouring towns and villages ko long as they 
have nu-ans of support. When a peasant agrees to enter into 
the hi ! vice of a landholder, the latter must give him a eertsiin 
quantity of land, free of all ti^xes, for three years, and as much 
corn of all kinds us is necessary to sow it. Even when tliis 
period is expired, tiie peasant innst not only work a day in the 
week for his iaiidloid, but must rcjiay tlial whicli ho has received 
in iidvance before he can loiivi' him. Tlic discontented chara ter 
of tiu'se men, and the neiehbonrhood of the Turks and Eoh-s, 
oblige landlords to treat them in a veiy mild m;mner. In the 
interior of tilC'country, liowi’vcr, jiartii uiai iy m the lieiglibonr- 
hood of Ka^dack, thej are nioie soserely detiit with ; they are 
there obliged to work two days in the week for llnir iandiurd, 
and to give him a portion of their er()|is ,(is resit ; and also, a 
cert:iin portion of corn for ea' h jiair of oxen w hieh tiiek i.eep 
for ilie plough. 'I'he pea .ai.ts liero are not eoiisi.ieic.! as simes, 
and formerly were exeinpit-d from furninhiug ricriiits ; however, 
at pixtsent, they an- ohliv li to fnvi',i;h flieir ijiiota. 

Of all the species of graii: wi.^'n a i- :■!. v.n la rr, ry(', ca.Med 
by the lliissians arn:iiilk:i, and [is lia- I'lukr aniuiit is that 

which thrives the ine<t. li- emins aie im;<.:!i iarger and yellower 
than those of the common i'/•.id li i- i.! iuio stiasr a good deal, 
but its ears are at tlie sinne tiim ser. l-mg. .'oul so i -mipacb 
even in the month of Orloi.er ; i grains fail frou; I'.m. It is 
usually .sowed tliiniy, aiui is tluediew'i ia the e.ieii on a tloor 
made of,cd!\v, on whieh the corn is trod out ! y *>,( ii, or horses, 
instead of being threshed with Ih.iis. It is gcmrally etit wiili a 
scythe, to which a rake is attached; bi;t sometimes it is rca])! d 
with a sickle. 

The pro))ric|ors of estatesjuvve not the privilege here of dis- 
tilling brandy aiid other litjiiors, as js the case tlirougliont almost 
the whole of the norllt of l‘iuro|)C, unless they have made a 
particular agreement with the person to whom government has 
fanned out the monopoly of the distilleries in the province. 
The liquor which is distilled here from rye, is extremely ill tasted 
aud weak ; how-ever, t!)e,rpt)blemen, and even such of tlie Cos-' 
sai ks as arc at their ease, have^ better Jiind, which is rendered 
still more pulaiubie by the vnrwlkis fruit.s which grow here in tiie 
the greatest abiiiidauce. The g:»9ens here are generally let out 
to liicrchauts iu|^tfcfent paitsyof I’ussia, who dry the fruit 
wliich they pipdvjce and self it. In the vear 17^0, 1 was quar¬ 
tered hi a spot which was to furnish recruits to the regi- 

Mitnl to W’h'Kh 1 belongtid. I loiiged at the lieu,sc of a peasant 
of the nanjtq qf Vassily I’opov, wlib bad too ordiards, for which 
he recei!t4d 7l{0 jub'es rent frotn a meicLaut of Tver, and still 
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fpserved fniit tfces enough to supply his family, consistin' of 
fourteen persons, and mine, eleven in number, with fruit ahd 
with cherry-brandy; and still his orchards u cre by no meatis thd 
largest in the neighbourhood. 

Every nobleman pay' a tax of from one and a half to thtcA 
copecks for each desseime which he possesses, Tiie peasants 
f)f the crown are obliged to pay five copecks for a descftine, of 
wliich each peasant has thirty ; the Zaporogs alone have sixty- 
six desrelines. I * 

7’his goveinmrnt lies between the Dnieper, tjiff®ug, and the 
Sinucha, ami is intersected by the Itigul and Inguletz, two rivers 
v\hich arc called Argul and Arguletz, in Delisle’s Map. The Ingul 
rontaiiis a fish which is perfectly round, abd measures six inched 
fioni the head to the try!; it has uo fins, and is not thicker 
goose qiiili. Tire bunks oS the Inguletz are extremely 
beautiful, a^id are thickly planted with fruit-tree.s. The river it¬ 
self resembles the Rhone and Guadiana,* as it loses itself under 
ground for a considerable distance, it is a considerable breadth 
in all parts of i., but where it empties itself into the Dnieper it 
is two versts broad. Ai the ViiAge of Davidobrod,/pn the Ingu¬ 
letz, about eighty versts from Cherson, there are two statues 
of colossal size, which have been found on a Kurgan, which 
is the name given to the hillocks of earth in the Stepps, 
on extensive plains r.f this country. It is not known whether 
these statues represented divinities or the sovereigns of the coun¬ 
try. They liavc extravagant!/broad faces, bracelets on the arms 
and legs, and a figure of the sun on their .breasts i»tlft/^re cut 
•out of a kind of greyish sand-stone. ^ 

Near Krivo/-Rok, which is a post-station ea the Inguletz, 
there are numerous slate-quarries, and farther up the ctjunlry are 
the quarries of sand stone, of which Cherson is%ui!t. 7’here 
are immense iiuniberS bit!It* insect called sco/opez/d/w rnorsifans, 
in .the latigaoge of the Tartars kirkajalc, to be found in these 
quarries; and it is singular enough, that this insect is only to be 
met with here and in the Crimea. It is a species of the mille¬ 
pedes, but it id generally five or .six inches long : its body, which 
is of a dark brown colour, has ten trapezoidal protuberances, or 
shields, each of which ha# two feel on each side; so that the insec t 
ha* forty feet hi «M. The twenty»ftrs*t protuberance forms the head, 
which is armed' with two protes, in the form of pincers, by 
means of which it fastens itself, tfter biting. Its bite is as vene- 
mous as that of the tarantula, and the TataVs always carry some 
combustible nialerial along with ihetu to purn out the part u hich< 
has been wouitde^* 

The road frcrni Elizabethgrad to Cherson is a continued bat 
f'AMPENHACSEN.] I' 
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A gradual a.scciit; and, in many parts of it, the rolling, of tin. 
carriage produces a noise as if it were hollow. There arc c.x- 
tensive mcad(iws on both sides of it, in which the grass grows 
to an extraordinary height. A kind of plum (primus spinosa, in 
Russian tiorn,) grows hwe io great abundance, and the inhabi¬ 
tants extract a stiong, heady, but agreeable liquor from if. I'hc 
'rorms masculn, in Russian ileroii; the cratecgip major, in 
Russian sAipoinife ,• the ri^d cun ant, ribc^, in llussmhporc/.u7//.y; 
the elder, sliMiteus ebulus, in Russian (toi/aihclinik, are all 
abundant hej^^ 1 have sc-en oitolaiis here in winter, whith 
have a remaJteble good flavour; they aic called (liiraschinkif 
by the iinssiaas; tlieireoloiii is a uaz/liiig white; and, altliough 
they arc winter-birds o,*'i>assage, I have seen them near Cherson, 
so eai ly as the latter encf of J uly. I have also seen here great 
numbers of bustards, in Riitsian drctciiuv: Asabian geese,, in 
Russian strepet; lapwings, and hittenis. I’lie conquest o'f the 
Crimea, and tlie tiad;' to \\hi< h it has given hm., has infested 
this country with field-rats of an enormous size, s\hosc iiiini- 
bers incregse so rapidly, that it will be diflicult to gel rid of 
them: they are called m llu'-sian pinloiiii and the 'Tatars 
call them nllsium sitschan. A kind of grape, not larger than a 
currant, grows wild in the islands of tin Dnieper; it is culled 
in Russian lujiiusw, and is dned ioi exportation.’ 

. 'Dm flocks of sheep hiiui^h a principal part of the exports 
of this country. It is not unusual to sec sexcral thousands 
of them grazing together in an e\f(«.!^iv(^ jdain, even in the mid¬ 
dle offc’^isiter; for it is only in eases of luird and contiimed host, 
wlpch rarely occur hero, that they aie fed in folds, winch arc 
'here called coshih'if. 'J’hey are shorn but oweco year, and that 
is in spring. Their wool is by no means equal iti tineness'to 
that of the sli.'e}> of the The Calmucks and Tatars 

have a peculiar mode of making i{. b^aulsfully brilliant and curly. 
The moment the lamb .is yeaned, it is sewed in a sack of 
coarse linen, and moistened with wa/m water, hm rubbetl with 
the hand in difl'erenylireclions every day; thjsgi^raliy lasts a 
month, when it is talk‘n out pf the sack ; but if the w'ool be not 
snftieiently curly, it is Revved up again, and Ure ojieralion is 
rejteated. 

In the Uktaine, it is usntdYtj cut the lamb out of the dam’s 
,belly; alter which it !s in the m;mner I have just de¬ 

scribed. lAinbs whkhj|&Ho\,^ a greyish colour, are more va- 
lu'ible than any otlnsr. ^t^|»,^et<Ahctillofka, lire spot where the 
jSneSt ikins are to be i^t t with, I have seen some sold for three 
tttbk? a piece, althoqgjl» they were no more thafi afuw inches long. 

are tw o . of sbeefl in the governpMjut of Cathart- 
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n<wlas ; oinfe «f wViich wjw' brought! origihally fr<^ Bhasia: it 
is oritj^t:(rt«cn!i,ed on account of its 6esh; but in the Ukraui'o it 
j»i ()Hiice#«xceHcnt wool. The Second sort comes i^ iginally froin 
^loldavia and Wallachia; thb slrccp of, this species have tli^t 
^ails\fonsisrii»g . of a solid Iciiri^t of Yat, which Jure pfteii so 
heavv, tiiat it lit iiec^ssary to tie sin^l carriages^;iilt, whisels, 
to'thfiii, itlstjr^eiothat the sheep may Be the better able; to di'ag 
them along'. :#iick»t^|ed sheep:^!**; here c^W Woloskiya 

Ovzy, and iB|lR^CIi imea 'fechontnch. They Ww brought by 
the Moldavi^jHtetn Caraihan'n, \fhich'is theyi)*itive country. 
The old Ureck ^hors ,call them Provatontys Caramannias. 

In the little river Suchokl^ga, there is a considerable number 
of snakes of that species which is cdlled Polos or Coluber 
prester. I have seen ope of them of an immense .size, which 
■tiilk hilled one of oAr huzzars. 

In the vallies and cavities of the mountains, wliicfi were for¬ 
merly inhabited by the Zaporogs, theift are a great many w ild 
cats, which were made wild by those people in order to improve 
their skin; to cft’ect this purpose, they dug deep pds in the earth, 
,in which they confined cats of the most favourUe cofpurs; and 
the loss of freedona and perpetual darkness, made these animals 
so wiki, that it Was difficult to take them in the snares which 
were pul at the mouth of the pit. Every three days' they rpj- 
ceived a,certain portion of raw flesh; and from tirtie to time the 
males wx re taken out to prevent them from killing the young. 
The skin of these wild cats is extremely warm; bu t neve r loses 
its disagreeable smell, and is said to be prejudicia^tfl-ilie health. 

An iuuneuse quantity of wild grapes glows in the forest called 
I'schula; biif there are parts of this fores?, pai ticularly that 
called Tschornoy less, into Which no iniman being |ms ever pene¬ 
trated, There arc various kinds*of plants in tli* Ciiniea wbieh 
also grow in-- White Russia^ but are uot to,be met with in the 
govemineht; of j Ckitharinoslav, although it lies between those 
tw o coufitrira. thic, which is •called yagel or yagliza, is eaten 
by the people, who find it very palatable. 'J'he horses 

arc fed be^Ayitn the .leaves of the water-nut; and Pliny related 
in the teiilh chapter of the twenty-second book, that the Thra¬ 
cians and wandering tribes of ll^ country fed their horses in the 
same manner."' * 

The horses whioh grtize on the uncultivated banks of tjic Bug, 
are remarkable for their activity and ^irit. 

ITiey are small, hav.e but little ttianc and tail, are gerierally of 
a mouse colour, and have a black,streal( along the back. Th^ 
graze in herds, wjUich con.sist pf eight or ten stallions, and abdut 
a hiuidrcd mares; one of the strongest and most courageous of 

F 2 
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the stallions Jea<ls dte vaQ;| and another forms, $s H were, the 
r(par>guard; in this manner, these two staltiom the herd to 
water twice a «day.' The stallions keep watch, whilst the mares - 
and foals diinl^. If two soch droves meet, a battle generally en- 
sn6t| in whichHt is by nb meansrunusuai fur some to lose theli* 
lives. These battles mostly take place in spring, when ‘trange 
mares bmp^n to fall in widi a herd. 

The fbllohving method is adopted to catc^ thhie horses. Tlie 
peasants marje'^ut the spot where th» herd to to water, 

and lay snareslKi^ different passes which lead tcJHpjrive or six 
men, provided ^hh ropes, lie concealed nearIpf’places where 
the springs are laid; and as soon as one of the animals becomes 
entangled in the snare, tlie men dart out upon him, throw i opes 
round his neck, and disengage his feet to prevent him from doing 
himself an injury. Kone but,the foals'are .kept, as the otha§ 
pine away, and seldom survive their captivity; when a stallion or 
»ai- is caught, the others surround it, and the peasants have 
considerable difficulty in keeping them at a distance. In the year 
1784, a Cossack caught a wild foal, which was marked with 
black and grey stripes, and made it a present to Pi iiice Potemkin, 
put, notwithstanding ah the pains which were taken with it, it 
pined away fiom the day that it lost its libeity, and died at the 
end of five weeks. When the tame mares escape from their 
Stables, and get amongst a herd of w'ild stallions, diey generally 
return in foal; and in these cases their foals are strong and ac¬ 
tive, but extremely difficult to be brtike. An immense number 
of sre left out to pasture the whole of the >ear in 

the Stepps on the banks of the Don, and have a certain number 
of hei^dsmen to wStch them. These are also extremely shy, am) 
it,is dlfiBcnlt to saddle or harness fiiem, or even to accustom 


them to feed cm bay. These herds generally consist of above a 
thousand horses; they are called tgbpns} they are sold piinci- 
pdly for the light cavalry. The following mode is employed to 
catra them in the Steppib Ob.U^h they gn^e. Several 
mounted Cossacks mirroiitid dm tahiun, and forbe'''the scattered 
horses to assemble on one The purchasel^ causes those 

wlpch he thinks wiiit suit him, apd two of the Cbssacks gallop 
into the circle wh>oh is fbfnied^ dt<^ir*comradeit^ and separate 
the chosen horses from the tx^r^i they then tide after them 

S hiU speed, aiid cpdeaiMt woitr a fope^ al the end of w bich 
we it a noose, or kw'<^ running knbt>.ovev the neck- of 
the hotfe which they tV# <ip «dtch, They are *o expert that 
^ey soon (aften the conar; however the horse generally struggles 
toanch n dj^tnor % hlne4 streams from ^ mouth and 
nose. £le ia ta.l^hy beingBtin&d in bis food, and paiticularly 
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ill liis drink; b^t tb« purchaser must long be on his guard not 
let him bre^ loose; for in that case, It is ahtiost iii^osstb'e 
catch him again. As soop as these horses becomd tame, ai 
kare properly broke, they have most excellent qaa'|ties 'Fh 
^^e*k^^he broadest ditclies w itii the 'gr^i^st activity They a 
exuem'^ swift,. patient of fetigne, swim well, slind fire, a> 
are not cmunted by tfangt-r. They never fatten, eVsJi with tl 
best keepings Russia will have e.\c^leut cavalry so long as the. 
tabuns are paid propei attention to. .'%/ 

A part of thia.g<>veniment is infested by a'plaguq, which deva. 
tales file most fertile corn-ti< lds and*meadows, ,aini<>st every sc 
condyear; I allude to the locusts, in Russian called 'i’si liarantschi 


which flock hither in cloud.s in the heginniug of A iigu'.t. Th< 
generally come from Kgypt; fioni whence they pass into Natoii; 
dev astate the island of iiaman, and tlie Crinwa, and tlien sprea 
Tlfchselves out as far as tliis county. The long journey seems t 
tire them, for hundreds of them are found dead or dying on th 
ground, in the diicctiou in which they fl^. 

In their passage from one couiitiy to another, they form a kini 
cloud, of more than a verst in length, and five or si.x fathom 
thick; and they fly in such a compact manner, that the liglit o 
day is oli-scured by them. \\ hen they alight on the ground 
which takes place twice a day, tliey make a noise whicli resem 
hies the dashing of a wave against the shoie, and in a (ew hour? 
the com field ot nu iidow, on which they have alighted, is eaUi 


perfectly bate. As soon ly.they rise again, the ground is per 
fcetly covered with their dung, and with the caicase^ of those 
wliieh have been eueslud to death. 'ITi'ey scldaWTpcne'fratc far 
tliei into thi% country than Cherson, aucf'Vtl^'ut IW versts up 
the Dnieper; but 1 have sc'cn them once ot laj ice in the goveru- 
uieiit of Calharinoslav. Two causes lessen;'jji .some degree, 
tbeir devastating force: the fir.sTO^ conskletablc number of .sea- 
swallows, jn Russian which devour a gi|uat number of 


them on their pa.s.sage ; the second is a natural instinct, which 
embitters tboni so again.st each other, that iniilious of combatants 
fall dead td the ground, ami the living suck their blood and flesh, 
till nothing but skin and bones arc left. On tlie twentV-second 
of August I7yl, a cloud of fills kind pa.ssetl by tlie spot wiw'ic I 
was encamped with a detachsjent of the llnssiiib army; as I 
had been infiirmed that they Vere approaching, I gave orders to 
tUe troops-b} fire the nionien^hey were within sliot. They did 
so, and although thousands tiaI, I could^not poTceive the »niall« 
est diminution in the dimensions of the passing cloud. When 
the weather is fine, and the sky clear, they rise early, but in 
jcloady Wetdher they rise latiwiu the day.' They rcturu in the di^ 
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icction from ^^henc«* they ceme; and I have iittl observed t!iat 
they reqtuifekaMy paiHcuU«* wind, on the contrary, I have sftn 
them fly wit\ a side wind, and even a^mst the whkI ; but in this 
case they maVe very ^loiylyv 'ITie Tatars roast and eat tht m; 
and I was l( inpted omjKiiiy (juiiositj, to partake of a ckvh ol' 
them, and lo jind that they tasted like roasted chessnuts. r 

Both thi^iovince and the Ukraine contain a great iiunibtr of 
eaithen Mlpjcks, which seem |d bdtlie woik ot hunt^i hands, and 
aie called n^gan^, because it is usual to find earthen figures iti 
them, whicninte railed by this name in thi dialect of the toun- 
tiy. It IS impossible, as some |}coplc inaiutani, that these 
mounts eaii have been formed by the w ind, as they < onsHt of the 
s.ime kind of thick loamy soil, which suiiounds them It is 
also extremely improbable that they have been raised by the 
wandering Taitars tor the puipost of overseeing then flocks, as 
there aie frequently six or se^cn at the distance of a ftw 
from eadi other; whereas a single Inllotk hi these cxtvnsive 
plims would be snfhcieSt to enable the hcidsman to see aioimd 
him to the distaiict of several nubs. My opinion is, that tluy are 
bunal-plat (s, which the Tatais lantd m huuuui of then departed) 
chnfs. I havetxunined nioK tlian fifty of them, and although 
1 f und in some of tluni, human boms, hunass, coaisi vases, 
Ive still the greatei mimbei of tl tin eont’imd nothing of the 
kind. In the laigest luigov in this piovimi, which is known 
htu by the name of Galaganka, i found tin skeletons of seviii 
intn and five hois»s, somt bows and,mows, silver buckles, and 
clasps of Ijirnrss. History infoiins us, that diffelent nations buiied 
then lui*)(^nltrdistinguish(d peisonagts, with theiraiius, lioiscs, 
and dow,'-. The w^ndtnng Tatars (oiisideitd the graves ot tlmr 
aucestois as sacud, andpiobably performed then religious eerc- 
moiiies 111 the neighbouilio(5d of them. 

As the inhabitants of the* Mfveinmint of Catharmoslav aie 
composed ot so many difilerent iiafiofis, it is not extraoidiiiaiy 
th,it a very sinking vanety should be obseivable ni thtii uianiiers 
and eustoms. '1 he Itussiens, the Poles, and the Moldavians 
have the same, or nearly simiiai < ustoins. 7’he old people still 
pitscivo the customs of thw country, atid endeavour to imprint 
thoni on dic minds of their ehildien with the stamp ot venera¬ 
tion. One of these customs is.lo seat the bi ide on a tun filled 
with lees, and in this inaunei she is|Sut on #cai, aiR^ diiveii about 
the village, and the bildegtooni w^lks round her thre^tnnes, and 
gives hti tillee blows.^ A red flag is hung out at the house 
where tlu* wedding u celebrated; and tlic shift of the biide, 
which is shewn to the guests, the pi oof of the coosumination 
of the marriage. The bnde and bKdegtuoui ietite when supper 



IS about half ovei, and letmn to the comp iiy as soon as thfc 
shift has been held up to view by the pfcisou who broa^it about 
the maiiiage; this person Is always an old woman, y^ndis called 
^iii Russian, Schwacha. Before the company sitV.own to sup- 
thin cake, stuck thick with as many wooden peds as theie are 
guests', k broke on the head cjf the fifide, and the gieau i the uutn- 
brr ofpu^s into w Inch it breaks, the jnar^ prospei oii* ^is the ujlibn 
expected to !>«. A custom, which 15 praisct-yoithy, is 

that of .spreading tables in the,4:our1r^d of the hons^ wlaiethe 
niairiage is celebrated, for eif^lie pboi wiio tH)nk pi^opei to par¬ 
take of the %ast. I wUs at a we(|d wheie, b »ides the 

iiMMid gac;>ts, four hundred persons leceised abundance of meat 
and di ink. At funeials, the corpse, the coftin, and the grave, 
are covered with flowers, and in Wiute^, with sage, which is 
_di le d for this puipose. 

**" women wear’large neckLt'es of glass, or rcd-colouied 
wood, which aie called//irtwM^o. 'j'he iiitn wear the Cossack 
dioss and the biuka. J’lic Oermnns'who reside here aiie 
pool, because they aie idle and dissipated. The (i'ceks anid 
.iimeiuans aie, foi llie most part, opulent meichauts in the 
towns. 'J’he Mennoiiists pnncipally cultivate the land, and aie, 
in gciieial, inh. 

'J’he Crimea, that cclebiated peninsula in ancient and f.ilnilous 
histoiy,has been so atcuiaUly destiihed by piolessoi Pallas, that 
I sliall refer my reader to the woik of fliat ceUbiati il natu- 
lalist. 'J'he desciiplion wlych Mis. («utliric hu.s given of the 
Crimea, is wrillcij 111 a phasing style, but is liy no me«ns cor¬ 
rect, and 1 „shaU lake the liberty of 8 owil*yiWaiks on 

many'of hci pbseivations. 1 do insinuate that she 

has iiitentioiulliy unstated facts; b^eH||HPPtig which is Ionian* 
tic has iieeuliar chaims for a fcnial 4 IBftt 'fvhereas, I, as an old 
tavaliy-oflicer, may be supposed*to’be less liable’to bo caj tival- 
e^ b} deUuiive appearapecjJ. * , 

) 'I'lie city of ChersQn lies in 40® 4'2' latitude, and 47® longi¬ 
tude, two ^tflf^dand twenty vcratS(>fioinJiliziiindigrad, oulhe 
right bank of ilie JDiiioper, 0'® village of Jvisikuineii, 

thiity versts froiM heie^f^ f9ri|l|i|Kn:vin ««' mouth, of fiom eight 
to fifteen veists wide. 'J’fiei'cflwil a fortress folmerly on the spot 
where the city now stands, vvliii^ was built by tlie fatiiei of the 
celebrated field-marshal lion«njaov. 

In 1777 Gideral Annibal Uiid the foundation of the piesepl 
city of Clujfson, wlxicb at that time Was only ilicanl to f'e a for¬ 
tress, and a dock for building ships. Biigadui H..eks, m lo03, 
and Ccneral KorsakoiT, in look, iricreaf*ed the wo-ks of the foi- ' 
Uficatiou, anti eiilaiged the t(i|,\u. which is situated on '01 tmi- 
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i^enc^, in lihe midst of aii immense plain, «nd has ttro subiirhs, 
s»iu-!i are'bowever at tiife distance of two verstS from it. The 
catiiodja] cnnwch, the arscml, the admiralty-house, 'the dock, in 
wh‘<h seven/ships can be built at the same time, the immense < 
fli'.,Iit of ••tt'jis which lead down to the Dnieper, and the batteiy' 
of Slone whmh is built at the level of the water, are the mincipai 
objects wlwui attiact tire traveller’s attention in the city. 'Fhe 
best-hniU |^ses are those inhabited by the Greeks in the 
suburbs. Th^ trade of tltO city is at piesent considerable. A 
number oP french and Austrian sinps, which descend the 
Danube as for as Galacz, lie for some lime in this harbour, and 
are obliged to hoist a Russian flag; and there are generally three 
or four hundred Greek barks lying in the harbour,,which carry 
three or fottr hundred'" quintals eac h. The articles with which 
they are generally laden, are, Tuikieh l^catUer, honey, wax , 
Greek wines, soap, cloth, iron, 8cc. Sic. 'I'he houses aie 
built of a kind of stone, which is found at the mouth of the 
Ingule/., almost iifteen'*versts from here. '^Fhe great quantity of , 
yellovs amaranth which grows in.all the windows, gives the exte¬ 
rior ol tire houses an agreiable appear airce. I'tie air is ex- 
trenrely urrheirlthy, attd the impure vapours which are exhaled 
front the marshes on the banks of the Dnieper, occasion the 
disease wliieli is called in these rountiies the thinr fever. Dtir- 
ing three nrorrths of lire year, the heat is almost insupportable 
duriug the day ; hut towards six o’clock in the evenurg the air 
becomes extremely cool. The toyn is badly supplied with 
water;^ljiiiit which tj,ie inhabitanis make use of hr drinking, 
must be” bVcVu^it coirstderablc disiancc. There are but 

few collages in tltt^.‘l||^tt|k|llaiu which surrounds Chersoir, as 
the iirhabitants In i iP1iTi^||Bliiii ^he Iranks of tire rivers. 'Fhe 
plant's, which grow iir abundance in the rreighbouring pro¬ 
vince of ('athariiroslaw, such as the otieaiafis, in Kus- 

9 }»n, katiFun; stipa pentiata, in Russian kAwyl; seirpiiseampeftr^s, 
in Russian tsckapalott, are no Idirger td, be met with here. These 
plains and the adjacent cpi]^|ry, were forntcriy- inhabited by 
Roman emigrants and exiIeH,..mtom the lilongul Tartars* incor¬ 
porated wiib thcrir province, lSl||to"OiSSV, in* the thirteenth cen¬ 
tury. The f/rcc ks left the countf nnculjlvated and uiiinliubited; 
partly bcc<rii.seit was'conthlioallyfeposed to the incBrsions of the 
bar bariaits, and partly because its'^sas i» the n^ighberurhood of 
the sea, and was consequently lia)|jle to be pilhigedby iJie pirates, 
who ficqueut1r^(jMd(;d on. ks eoBstt. The prinripal of the 
, Greek ftdotrwMp!^ in Ressarabia and in the government of 
Cutbarinostem'- 

I onoi^imp near the vlliagcc of Okniim, that species of 
eagle, tlie Alps of Switzerland, is called the lamb-eagle. 
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A party with which I went out shooting, killed two of 
these formidable birds, which, ho?»'cver, were toiallor than 
those in Switzerland. One of them had thrce^ Innsket bullets 
in bis body, and it w as with difficulty that we could kill it. Its 
Colour is dark brown, with a yellowish spot on Cach feather; 
its boidc is short, but astonishingly strong. An eagle of this 
kind can carry away a toleriJ»)(;-sized lamb in its claws. 

The foundation stone of ilie town of Nicolajev kvas laid by 
Prince Potemkin in the year 1 / 89 , in an angle which is fowned 
by the Bug and the Ingul. , . 

One wind is sufficitail to • ,table ships of tolerable size to 
come up as far as the harbour, which is not the case at 
Cherson, where several winds are iicces^^ary. Nicolajev lies in 
the midst of extensive deseils, in which the grass grows to ati 
imm ense, height, i;nd •furnishes numerous herds of horses 
(T?biiiii) vvitii pasture. 

Dubossar is situated on a high hill, si^rrounded with orchards. 
The adjacent couiitiy imisi liave been lonnerly tolerably popu¬ 
lous, as tlicre are several church-yards iu the neighboin hoOd, 
which are peii'eclly tilled with tonih-stones. 1 luention this 
town, merely because it i.s situated in the extensive plain of 
Otschakov, which 1 forgot to enumerate amongst, the plains, or 
Stepps (as ilu v are called) of Russia. 

It appears U) me, that Mrs. Guthrie is incorrect in her hypo¬ 
thesis relative to tlie so called Tomb of Ovici; for it is impossi¬ 
ble tliat tliis country can have been the place of exile f'f that 
celebrated poet. Prince tlanteniir maintains, that Ovid resided, 
during liis banishment, in the neighbourhood ol Akeman, and 
in support ofkliis opinion, quotes the follbwiag verses, which ai« 
said to have been found near isutschky : 


Hie situs est vatei, quern dlvi Ciesaris Oa 
August! patrla cedere jussit hunio. 

Sii-'pc misiT volui pairiis occumbere terris, 
ijed fru.stra ; Iiunc itli fata dvdere locum. 

• » • • 

And in order to prove his opinion incontestably, as he thinks, 
ho <juote.s the following verse olfthe poet; 


Nec mea Sarmaticyim contegat o^a soluin. 


And he adds, that the inhabitants, of this country call ffie 
mouth of the Dnieper LaVul Oviduli. Others raaiiitaia jjmdi 
CAMS ENIIAUSJSN.] 
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Tomiswar, near Warna, ^ the country anciently called Little 
Scythia, was the place of his exile. 

I n order tii /refute satisfactorily the opinion of Cantemir, it 
will only be necessary to observe, that Bessarabia, and particu¬ 
larly that part of it in which Akerman is situated,, did iTHt 
belong to the Romans, and consequently Augustus could not 
banish crinunals thithef And as to the Moldavia^ name, 
Xiakid Oviduli, it is of later origin ; and it would "be as absurd 
to attempt to establish any connection between it and the fate of 
the poet, as it is to derive t^'e name Caransebes from Cma mihi 
mles; which has been done, however, by a man of considerable 
literary reputation. 

The poet himself assorts the contrary, in saying, I do not 
inhabit.the land of the Sannatiuiis, the Bessi and the Gctae, but 
these savage nation.s surround the place df my abode:. 

SauiomatiB cinguii^, fera gens, Bessique Getaeque. 

Trist- El- t'5- 

and forther: 

Proxima Bastcrnae Sauromataeque tenent. 

Besides, he did not live on this, but on the opposite bank of the 
Danube. The reader has only to examine the map, and to ohr 
serve the position of Akerman and she cour.se of the Danube, 
to be W Ayj nced, that if Ovid resided at the mouth of the 
Dnieper, lie cbldd not hear the rolling of the barbarians’ cars on 
the ice of the Danube. This reasoning equally •disproves 
the bypothesi.s, that he was banished to Tomiswiir, near 
Warna. 

In iny opinion, the place of his residence was on the southern 
bank bf the Danube, in the neighbourhood of Tulscha, which 
was the ancient Achillea, for this is t^e positiop of the ancient 
Tomi. , ' 

This confusion of name,s is unfortunately too frequent; and 
evpn if Ovid meant the v» ord TomQs the whole' of the pro¬ 
vince of Tomitania, n would only serve i:o confirni my opinion. 
|f 0 vid resided in that spot, ewefy thing that he relates relative 
0 the barbarians, w'ould be just; ‘To'i: he w ould there have been 
suiTOttnded by the savage inhabiti^tSi: of the neighbouring Be.s- 
sarabm- He could .see them thertce descend the Danube 
in l^oats in summer, and in c^rs in winter. He could learn 
joinething of their language, as«|i^himself asserts to have done; 
and Ae yviW apprarance of the f^rtnatians and Bessi would have 
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justified his ^ears. The epitaph viijhich has been quoted by 
l*i;iuce Ciiiitemir, is evidently apocryphal. The poet says, that 
no person in the whole country around him Understood the 
Tatin lanjjuage, and consequently no person in that country 
was capable of writing his epitaph. He had written an epitaph 
for himself, which is well known, and of which the following is 
the first verse: 

Ilic ego qui jaceo tcncrorura lusor araorum. 

iinother argument against the hyipthesis of Cantemiris, that 
Akermau was a populous city even at the remotest periods; 
and the poet assures us, that he saw nothing around him btit 
the earth and sky, which evidently imjicates that the country 
around him was a desert. 

^ Ti c mountain callj.'d Salgyr divides the Crimea into two almost 
eqiun part's, in which the climate, the soil, and all the pioduc- 
fions of nature are quitti difFcreut. Thp northern part seems 
to have been covered formerly by the sea, which, on retiring, 
left those extensive salt water lakes, which arc the sourci's of 
the present wealth of tliis part of the eouiitrv. 'I’his ingredient 
peiielrates the whole of the soil in this part of the Crimea, and 
I)rodnces tlie most abumlant and iiourishiug food for horses 
dromedaries, horrfcd cattle, and sheep. The most luxiiriani 
crops of corn arc grown in those parts where the rain aue 
mountain streams have washed away the superfluous salt. Un¬ 
fortunately, the population's not sufficient to bring the land to 
that high state of cultivation of whicii it is suscou,d>^e. 

. sun forms a thick white scum on the surface of the lakes, 
in summer, vwhich gives them the ap|)caranc« of being covered 
with ice; and if heneficent nature did not herself prepare this 
inincral for use, the Tatars, whu l\avc neither fifing nor tools, 
nor industry, would be incapable of deriving any benefit from 
her liberality. There are neither trees nor hills in this part 
of the country, to shelter it from the piercing north-east wind. 
The southern part consists of a chain of fertile hills, which 
were inhabited for several centuries by Genoese, Venetians, ite. 
&c. until the Turks, animated by* that jealousy ami narrow 
policy wbich have alvwys char/\ctcrised them, excluded- the 
commercial nations of Europe frem the navigation of the Black- 
Sea. ' 

There is an old fortress,' near Backlichisarai, w liich is called 
Tschifut Kallscbsy, or the Jews Fortress, becau.se, it has been in¬ 
habited since tlie seventh century, by Jews, who at present form 
237 families. I cann<jt agree vvilh Mts. Guthrie, in praising 
the cleaiiliues* of tbese Israelites. They are opulent, it is true,! 
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and perhaps, somewhat lessifilthy, dian the generality of Jews in 
other countries. This fortress appears to me, to be the ancient 
Phuly, which Abulfcda calls Kyrck. This race of Jews, which 
is called here Karay ,Jaody, or the Black Jews, is hated and 
d^pised by all those of other tountries. They follow the pre¬ 
cepts of (he Thorah instead of the 'ralimid, and sliave their 
Beads. 'I’hey reject the interpretations of the liabbirs, and con¬ 
sider onlyja few chaptm of the Bible as being genuine. 'J'liey 
are toleiated by the Tatars bn account of their industry. The 
fortress is surrounded by at wall and watch-towers. As it is 
situated on the summit of a high rock, its inhabitants have no 
other water but that which i.s collected from rain in reservoirs, 
or which is carried up t« it on assc.s. 

Achtyar, which is at present called Scjtastopol) the illustrious 
city) was the most celebrated commercial city of the king<ia.i«- 
of Colchis; but there is tiot the stnallest vestige of its funner 
splendor remaining. I<.s harbour is beautiful, and sufficiently 
capacious to contain a large fleet t)f men of war. J have not 
observed that the worm, wiiich is so destructive to ships bottoms 
(teredo navalis, or the calamitas na\iitm, of Linna/iis) doe.s so 
much mischief here as has been reported. There are nineteen 
large iron rings fastened in the rocks, which were formerly made 
u.se of to keep the ships to their moorings. Their height abovi^ 
the surface of the water setnns to prove that the Black Sea has 
considerably; and Diodorus Siculus sa\s expressly, that 
the Black Sea l'oicc<l its way througl! the Bosphorus, and sunk 
to the levwLe^j^u; Mediterranean. 

The oval valley of Baydar, which is about twenty-six versts in 
length, tind produces great abundance of fniit-lrees*’ and fragrant 
plants, has been very poetically described in f-luthrie’s IVavels; 
but it i.s indebted a good deal for*its cajitivating appearance to the 
sterility of the surrounding country, 'and does not by'any means 
deserve to be compared with the vallies of Switzerland, in the 
cantons of (Slanis, Zug, Schwdz, Tnleiwalden, 8cc. Its inliabit- 
aiits lead a happy pastoral life, and they are so indifferent with 
respect to the rest of the world, that many of them have never 
passed the mountains by winch their native vale is sm ronnded. 
Somc^ancienl ruins which are in»Baydar give it a pictnresiiue ap¬ 
pearance. * ^ 

The town of Baydar is not far from, the soutliern coast of the 
Criihea, and Ui^^'hole tract of t^e country between it and the 
Cimnierian I|«|piorn* was bespangled in ancient times with 
■ Nourishing Gi^Pcilics. ^ 

part the coa'st which |ies between Balaclava and 
Cafta, and^'tvbfeh comprehends a space of Versts, was called 
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the Cl^ata by the Greeks, aiid must have been peculiarly at¬ 
tractive to a coinraercial people, as well on account of it| natural 
beauties, as of the variety of animal and vegetable productions' 
with which it abounds; but the Turks, by shutting the Bospho¬ 
rus against the nations of Europe, have completely anuihilateidi 
the commerce of the Crimea and of- the Black Sea. The 
southern declivities of the nioiintuins are covered with various 
trees, all of which grow to an extiaordipipy size. The flowers 
blow here in I’ebruary; and the Vall5^% which are open to 
the south, are adorned with groves ijf olive and flg-^trees. Orien¬ 
tal lotus (Celtis orientalis, European lotus) J.)iospynis lotus, 
tlic ash, (I'Vaxiiius rotundifolia, in Bussian olcha), Bistaeia vera, 
Rhus coriaria, Rhus cotimis, Colutca arborescens, Cistus sal- 
vifolins, Coronilla ciuents, vvhi<-h blossoms twite a Vgar ; and 
the y\rbutus audracjine? which fnrnislies subsistence fo, a con- 
sitTTiable portion of the inhabitaiUs in many parts of the East, 
although it grows on the naked rock. 

There is a inanufaclory of Morocco leather in Carasubasar- 
The Morocco leather is made of goat’s skin, and is prepared in 
the following manner'i’he raw hides are soaked for twenty- 
four hours in cold water, tuul the fleshy parts an; afterwards 
scraped oft’ them vvitli iron scrapeis, called Cu'l.i. They at« 
then left ten days in liine-wliter, to loosen the hair, wliich is 
completely rubbed off; and they are then laid in'cold water for 
fifteen days, atul trodden under foot at stated inlervak. After 
this opeiation, they are rnljlinl over wi'h dogs’ dung, in order 
to produce an acid fermentation; and, after belng^mce mure 
scraped arid pressed, they are moistened in a ’lfSld infusion of 
wheat-bran and laid in a liipior made bi^boiling twenty-eight 
pounds of honey with five jenis of water, ami cook'd to die 
tem|)eratnre of new milk. T'hijy are. then yressed in a vaf, 
which has a hole at the bottom, to let out the moisture. J,astlv, 
after being drenched for some time in a weak solution ol‘ salt- 
and water, (one pound of salt to five pails of water) they are 
ready for the dyer. 

In order to d)e red morocco, a poimd of powdered cochineal 
is mixed with a decoction of the root of suihernwood (artemisia 
abrotanum), and after.addingliye or si.\ draclims of alum, boiJtil 
for about half an hour, 'i'he* liijiuir is then poured over the 
leathef ; which is afterward? fulled with the feet in 'a vyeak infu¬ 
sion of oak-lcavt’s, until it is become : at length it is rinsed in 
cold water, rubbed over \fuh olive oik and calcndeifid, under 
wooden cylinders. -t 

A yellow colour is consmonicated t# the leather, ineicly ivill* 
a sail stronger .dn^-uction >ft the airemisiu, ilOlb. to io 
water, adding gradually tilb o* tim '/ povvdered aiuin. 
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What Mrs. Giilbrie says of the manners of the inhaVitanUf of tliH? 
country, is perfectly correct. The Crimea 'I'atars are extremely 
'addicted to jealousy, bat that docs not prevent their u ives from 
being gallant—“ Tout commo chez nous.” However, a Tatar 
beauty docs not answer the idea,wliich we form of the Graces. 

,On the point of laud on x^’hich Iphigcnia, the daughter of 
Agamemnon, ministered as priestess of the temple of Diana, 
there are some broken marble columns, capitals, and other or¬ 
naments, and .1 l)eantiful block of marble, adorned xvitli bas- 
reliefs of the most esquisitp workaiaii.ship : this block formed 
part of an altar, and lias still a large bronze ring fastenetl in it, 
to whicli the victims to be sacrifict d were bound. These ruins 
lie neglected and expo.se(J to the inclemency of the weather. 

"J'he dmly food of the ))easants in Moldavia and licssarabia, 
con.sists of a di.sb made of meal inixed with butler, fat, or inilk> 
which is called Matnmaliga. Such of them as are at their ease, 
make this dish more pal;y,ahle by mixing bulls of boiled millet 
with it, and it is then called .Malay. 'I’hey have a kind of veget¬ 
able soup, wliidi is called porervack. The bread whicli the 
peasuuls and Tatars eat is made of harley, which, m Moldavian, 
is called kyta, and, in the language of the Tatar-s, arpa- 
etmcck. 

They are extremely fond of raw eggs and pumpkins. They 
observe their fasts with the greatest stiieine.ss, and never eat 
meat under any pretence on Mondays, WediK 'sflays, or Saturdays. 
Their usual driiik is a niixtun- of millol-nical ami water, which is 
left ior son}£jmi)e to ferment till acidulated, and called braga. 
Few of the Tatars, or Moldavians, can either read or write ; tlie 
, latter have a mmilier<>f manuscripts w'l itten in Slavonian charac¬ 
ters, which their [iricsfs make use of in the performance of divine 
service. Some f^'w of these, priests have studied in the sciiools 
at Yas.sy and Ki.sclieiiau. I’hcre i.s a Jouin for weaving linen in 
every peasant’s house in lles.^arabia and Moldavia; and, vvhil.st 
the peasant is at work in the fields, his wife stays at home and 
weaves either linen, or a kiial of net-work, which is made use of 
for veii.s,' vvJiich are callevl numitka, probably from the Slavo¬ 
nian word nametat, which mcan.s to throw over, as they are 
carelessly thrown over the head, iind tl>e ends ate tied behind 
the back. 'I'he women aUo weave a kind of coloured stuff which, 
is made u.se of for govv us. ' , 

In Moldavia, bees and pigs pay tjie same tax; each pig and 
each bee-hive is liable to.a duty of fo'ur paras and a half, or .six 
cepeks and a Jialf. Each l>o|;an (or portion of laticl tvvetity- ' 
four fathoms Iquarc) whicli ‘ sowed with tobacco, pays the 
tiufiurarkk, tlial is twenty-four jairas;^ and each barrel of wine 
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pnys a para. In the year 1789, tlie duty on p'ig^^ul bees 
amounted to about 4.S,000 rubels. 

I’lie Moldavians in liessarabia have a singular.remedy for in¬ 
termittent fevers, of which i liave, on several occasions, witnessed 
the success. 'Jltey boil a certaigi quantity of sheeps’ duiig in 
milk, and, after straining llie mixture through a sieve, give it to 
the patient to drink. 

I'here is a great luimber of gardens and orchards in Bessara¬ 
bia, whiclj, however, are not laid out either with taste or jiulg- 
incnt. Cucumbers grow here to ^an immense size, and are 
called, in Moldavian, pepely. Melons and asparagus grow wild 
in the o])en tields ; the latter is perfectly green, even to the root, 
and has rather a bitter taste. 'I’m kish w heat is grown in all jrarts 
of this country, and is roasted and made use of as a substitute 
for coffee. The farmei% spoil their tobacco by stri})ping off the 
IcaVi!^ too soon. 'I'hcre are three kinds of grapes here, the 
first is long an# white, the second louy^d and purple, and tlie 
third is small hut extremely sweet, and is called kislmiis bv the 
natives, 'i'he wine, which is made from all the tiiree sorts, is 
of a very inferior quality. 

'I'hcre are great iniinbers of taiantulie here, which are of 
the s|i(>cies calhd aranca tarauliila. 'I'his insect is a kind 
of spider, with a gicat number of feet, and a kind of greyish 
dust on the hack, it feeds on the artemosia alba, which grows 
here in gn'at abundance, and it buries itself in holc.s in the 
ground in the neighhouihood of this plant. Its sting is by no 
means poistnious. 1 once saw one of an extraj^njinary size, 
which 1 strhek at with my whip, but only bit one of its legs ; 
my servant liiid out a stick to. it, which ^ grasped^with its 
legs with such tenacity, that it suffered itself to he killed sooner 
than loose its hold. . , ; » 

'I'he Dniester, or Neistcr,, is 121 fathoms wide at Duhossar. 
This river is called 'I'lirfa by the 'I'urks, which name it de¬ 
rives from a chain of mountain's in Hungary, whence it .springs, 
it is rapid 5 its bed is muddy, and its waters are of a yellowish 
colour, and frequently covered with foairi. It was antiently cal¬ 
led Tyriis ; Marcus Aurelius encamped his army for some time 
on its banks, near Kanicnetz, vjhere remains of liis camp are. 
still visible. . , 

I'hat heahtiful tree, which''lhe Russians call Rai Dorewa, and 
which likew ise is a native of Siberia, is also to he met with in 
the neighbourhood of Dubftssar. It is ^perfectly straight, and 
grows to an astonishing height: its branches always turn up*., 
W’ards, and its leaves arc long, narrow, j||d indented at the edges. 
4ts vvood i^,extirqj;qc,Iy brittlc,aand it is saw to bear a white llywor: 
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but I liuV.e not seen it in blossom. IVo tree of any other kind 
ran grow n<>ar it; but it ik so easily piopagateri,* that it is suffi¬ 
cient to stii'k a.braiK'li of it in tlie oaith. Jt is held sacred' by 
the 'i'atar.s; and having at the desiii, of one of lliem, once desisted 
from niy intention of cutting oQ' a branch of il, he made me a 
present of a small pot of honey. A iigurc of this tree is gene¬ 
rally caived on the tomb-stones of the Aloldaviaus, at die toot 
of the deceased. 

(Humps of sloe-trees (Primus spinosa, in Ivussian tern, and in 
Moldavian parumbrely') glow in all the vallies. A liquor is e\- 
tracted from it in Rusiia, which is calhd temovi-kvas, and 
which, if frequently (hank, caus< s dangerous obstructioi’s. The 
fruit is frequently dried and bo l-d to a jelly, and is preserved in 
this state to make a kind of drink, wliich tastes soniev,iiat like 
lemonade. The cornel tree (in llussuin di'iioii, in Moldavian 
koariio, and in the Tatiu- tif«i(ct kysil) grows heie in ^eat 
abundance. Its baik is ot a rtddivh brown, its Wbves daik green, 
and it beais such a number ot blossom'-, that tlie wliole tree 
appeals to be coveted with a (oiitimioiis yellow veil. The fruit 
jresenibhs the olive wlitn il is presi-ivid in vinegai. 

Woodbine is the must I'avoinito otnaineiit of the guldens here, 
and to piesent a braiwh of it in blossom to a feinaic, is con¬ 
sidered a declaiation ol l>.\e. A kind of dcccxtion is made of 
the eiyngiinn planniii, which is Ibiiiid to lie prodiietivo of some 
benefit in the vent ual diM ose. 

'I'be asparaaus ollitisw..- (in llii^siaii perekatipole, in Mol- 
dityian um^'ajip'lile) glows wild iicie in immense beds of five 
^r si-v veists Ttrteiintli. It is somewhat bitter, but can be eaten 
to the loot. In thg wild state it is very linn, buf whin tiaiis- 
pianud if grows thicktr in two yeais than tliat which is raised in 
hotbeds 111 olh< rjCOUiitiies. H’Ik; pigs aie fid heie with tliors^ 
apfihs, vfhicli aie lu great abuiKlaiice. Wliole lields arc cover'd 
With w*ild sage, whieli, m Uiissiau, is 'called Aassilky. • 1 saw it 
at the lime of tlie ycai wlicii it shuts up its leaves, so that they 
foim a kind of ball, in which small insects lay their qggs. The* 
Tuil.s cut off iht'se lulls and piake a preserve of them, and of 
,lbe iggs fontamed m them, wdiich is agreeable to the taste. 

The language of th<) Moldavians of this country, and of iho 
Bcssaraloaii inbabtlants oL the stepps, or plains, qpulains many 
Italian wo.ds and es.piq|(pus, viz. A'enite u cas ! (Come home!) ' 
Vaeca-^a cow), Valle (attale), &.c. It is well known, that when 
the linfians, paiticulat^ the (SenoJr.e, were driven from Aker- 
|pau, they established themselves in Sorok,a. A number of 
^tin verbs, such i.a a|U, arao, &c. &c. prove Umt the lam 
)|iuiSe of the Rouirb Ctwiirts is noli pUoUy ((orgoUe% 
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Ofipo^ite Dubossar, on the other side of the Bnieste^sydie road 
Ibading to which is> the first Moldavian town, pa^se^ 

through a ittaginficent foiest of birch and elm tites. Tlie iris 
fammula Java, is one of the plants winch are found here itt 
great abundance. * 

Kischenau, on the Bug, is built on three hill?, and must have' 
been veiy populoub formerly, as the ruins of moie than a thou¬ 
sand houses, with large vaulted cellais, ure still visible on the 
right bank of the river. The city is divided into three districts, 
in each of which theie is a church; tl*e largest of these churches 
has a cupola, and a figure of St. George is painted in fresco over 
the pimcipal entry. There was an academy here forineily, in 
which the young Moldavians, and partitiilary those who weie 
intended for the church, ^studied. Theie are still lectures given 
heiesB theology, whith are remarkable only for their absurdity 
I attended one of these lectures, at which a monk, who styled 
himself professor, explained the conversion df St. Paul, who, 
he said, miderw^ut not only a moi :il but physical cliange; and, 
from being an eldeily man, became a vigorous you^. The 
professor then entered into a long and rldiciikms dissertation oa 
the hatdships which this vigoious youth underwent. 

There is a large well-built synagogue in Kisclieiiau, in whicii 
1 saw the death of the high priest Gedalia, which occurred' 
1500 yeais ago, bewailed With as much vociferous sorrow, aUd 
with as copious floods of tears, as if he had been dead but a fewf 
Kottrs. The frogs, which arh more abundant and more noisy here 
than in any other pait of Europe, tendered the [sus^ntationS of 
*the .Jews iftilf more impressive. 

There are ’three custom-houses in Molcfevitt : the firit in 
Kischenau, the second in Mo^iiew, and diO third iti Soroka. 
The principal rOceivei* of the customs is culldd iiwtlie Moldavian 
language, Wamesch. During the reign of the Hospodlir 
GiegoryDgyka the Second, the customs were not lucrative 
but the Hospodar Ypsylanti buiH a ntiniber of subordinate cusp- 
tom-houses, and raised the duties to such a degree, that tbef 
ought in about 40,000 pounds sterling annually. Foreign nttP*‘ 
tutiihctures pay but fiiree per cenf. The* bo^rs, or nobility, ard* 
dot liable to ariy dutie.,*althongl'f some of them are in trade. 

' Three naa^ficent fountain^, with maihle btrions, furnish Ki*» 
Rghe^u Witt abundance of water. This luxury, togethtr witt 
and {mvate batts, is to be met with in all Turkish ano 
Moldaviatt citiea; as the rcl^ion of the onle> and the custoUilr 
dTttb'Otter^ nenddr fifequeilt ablutions necessary. ‘ 

• Mo^oacb, vthich' rek,!' burw itt last wfflf 
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betweew.thc Russians an^ Turks, is thirty versts distant from 
Kischenau. 

Kauschan is in 47* 46' of longitude, and 47* 15' of latitude, 
and is situated on the river Bottna. A memorable brittle was 
fought near this city, on the I3th of September 1789, between 
the 'furks and Russians, after the latter had made diemselves 
masters of the village of Molkosch. 

In former times, Kauschan was the capital of the possessions 
in Bessarabia, which belonged to the Chan of Tatary. Petty 
Guiray was the founder o,f the city, which, together with the 
surrounding country, brought him in eighty purses per annum, 
or about 40001. reckoning the piuse at 50l. The great number 
of inhabitants, the intjsmal commerce, and the abundance of 
provisions of all kinds, which were brought here, gave the city 
the name of Kauschan, which means a'Plafc of Assemblage. It 
formerly enjoyed a number ofpiivileges ; the principal of which 
was, that the Chen wij^ obliged to reside there during the first 
tliree months of his reign. At the expiration of tlnj three months, 
he was obliged to go to Peiekop ; and if he' met there the 
deputies of the tribes of Scherin and Manhupi, whose dutj it 
was to receive him, he continued his journey as far as Back- 
tichisiiai. If the deputies were absent, it was a sign that 
the choice of the Sultan had not the approbation of the people, 
and the Chan immediately retained to Kauschan to implore .the 
protection of the Porte, whicli was generally accorded to him. 

Chan was obliged to chuse kis wife from amongst the 
clan of Schenn. 

Kaushan is^t present in a very reduced state; and is princi¬ 
pally inhabited by jews, and persons of a wretched appearance; 
however, the coffee-houses and bazars, which are to be seen 
in the city, prpve that Orjpntal luxury once existed here in 
all its splendour. 'The streets are narrow and filthy ; and the 
most disgusting objects, ?uch as deacf cats and dogs, constantly 
offend the eye. Some of the streets are planked, and all hare a 
distinct walk for foot passengers. A coffee-house in Moldavia 
resembles the Tuikish coffee-houses in every particular. It is 
a large square-room, at the* end of which there is afire-place 
for boiling the coffee, lliere js a divan, or sopha, along two 
qjdes of the room, ■ which is divided into several compaitments, 
by a railing, about two feet higR. The men ait .on tins divau 
with their legs turned under them, in the Turkish manner, and 
it is seldom that they enter into anNmimated conversation. They 
drink their ^ffee without either milk or sugar, and shake jt tq^ 
' >, jJik|fhliiuk it, ivr order that Uie dregs may not be lost. 

brings his tobacco albog with faia^ A pouch for 
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noKiing lODaccO) wnicn each person has banging at his. shle, and a 
handsome embroidered handkerchief, are indispensable articles 
to a well-dressed Moldavian. There are the ruins of a lai^e 
Armenian monastery in Kauschah, which was founded in the 
year 1709, by a rich merchant of* the name of Malacbaim, and 
was built by an architect, called Astwasatur. The garden of 
the monastery is filled with tombs, each of which is of the form 
of a parallelogram. At the four comers of the marble flag, 
which covers the grave, there are four small holes, into which a 
libation of water and wine is pouied <Ji\ the day of the interment. 
These tombs, as well as those which are outside the city, arc of 
beautiful marble, of various colours; but, notwithstanding all 
my researches, I could not find, or hear «f any marble-quarry in 
the neighbouihbod of thq town. The tomb of the above-men* 
tionc4 architect is Of white marble, oruaiiicnted on all sides 
with carved garlands and flowers, tolerably well executed. Tliere 
is an inscription on it, of which the folI«wing is a literal trans¬ 
lation : 

“ This is the grave of Astwa-satur, the son of Sapor. His 
a.shes repose here. The thread of his life was cut in Uie year of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ 172S, which is 1170 years 
since the Armenians espoused the Christian faith. Go and 
pray.” 

There are two Corinthian capitals of the most beautiful 
Parian marble, in the church of this monastery. They are of 
exquisite workmanship, aii3 it is inconceivable by what accident 
they have come h<>ie; as the Armenians have n''-s€ulptors. of 
“ any degree of eminence, and as no columns of a height propor¬ 
tioned to the size of these capitals could evdl have stood in any 
part of the church. 

I’licre are a great many Armefiiati tombs in thS burial-place of 
the Jews, which is, in my dpinion, a proof that the Armenians 
here were of the sect of those of Mount Caucasus ; as the latter 
had adopted many J(;wish customs, such as circumcision, &c. Stc. 
and consequently would not have any objection to be buried in 
the same cemetery with the Jews. 

Tire Greek church is a round building, one half of which is 
under ground. The aSts of sonte Saints, and the tortures which 
the martyrs underwent, are painted, in fresco, on a roseate ground, 
on the inside and outside of the walls. The choir is ornamented 
with a handsome marble altay and baptismal font also of marble, 
wiith emblematic flgurcs from llie lieatheh mythology carved on 
them. The church has been pillaged .and nearly ruined by the*' 
Turks. 

- The Turkish -mosque here is diflerent from all thp other 

•H 2 
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pioKju^s- which I have seen, as lie minartt is coarteoted' wki 
the body of the building. |n all other towns in the Tmkisi 
empire, the loiaaret is a few paces distant from the mosque. A 
Mullal) assured me, that on feast-days the mosque is adorned 
with as many lamps as there years of the H^yra. All places of 
public worship, throughout the Tuikish dominions, to whatever 
religion thej may belong, are obliged to have a crescent erected 
on the root and pn the spire. 1 have even observed this on seve* 
ral churches in White Russia. The bouses in Kauschan are 
built of an argillaceous chiy mixed with straw. I’he roofs are 
coveted with pan-tiles, but X have not seen a single house in 
this town built of brick. 

The town is ornamented with a considerable number of hand- 
ppme fountains with jets. To the„ disgrace of many more 
CiyjJized states, such fountahs ai^d welltr are found at^very 
plac® Turkey, in almost every street, and even on the 
public roads in ■bon'idprable numbers; they are always built 
of stone, pnd provided with a bucket. The water in all the 
fountains here, except that near the mosc^ue, is nuiddy, and 
impregnated with saltpetre and alkali. The town is sur¬ 
rounded with gardens, which contain vines, plums, poplars, and 
white elder, which continues in blossom until the mouth of Oc¬ 
tober. A kind pf preserve is made of the blossoms of the < Jder, 
mixed with garlick, pepper, ginger, and vinegar, which i.s called 
l^iadlitschan. The Tuiks are extiemely fond of it; but 1 conless 
)t$ havour did not please me. '['here aie granite quarries in the 
peighbourhoed of Kauschan, of which the Tuiks make their 
tomb-stones; and in Bessarabia there is a consideiable quantity * 
of lapis ollaris, wb.ch however is made but little u* e of. 

All the Moldavians who live here, and in tlie other towns of 
,Pe?5arabia, pay a capitation'taS, ol about five sinlliiies veatly. 
from-'the fifteenth to thpir fiftieth year. Tliis tiibute is callea 
kalian. Besides thi.s, the Pacha, or Sangiack, leceives the 
tythe of every kind of com which is grown here; this is called 
Raclira. 

Palanka, a miserable village w ith a kind of fortress, is about fifty 
vemt'tfrom Kauschan. It received its name from the Zapoiogs, 
who give tlie name of Palanka to evpry jjlace which is suiround.- 
with g wall Palanka was built by the Genoese, and was for¬ 
merly a place of commerce, but it is now in such a ruined state, 
^at i| contaias but sixty-three hpuaca. There is a handsome 
fpoaqi^ in the citadel; The ficldrround the town are covered 
t^th^upborhia (wolfs-nii)k), which in Hsissiau is called Woltac 
fshUock. 'Hie Turks press out its ^milk in summer, leave it tq 
§>>4 it if dry, make use of U to Imal f 
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«lsa found here a considerable quantity of glass-work, the 
l^alicornia of Ubiveus. Woodcocks, ‘partridges, and quails, are 
here in great abundance: hundreds of stuiks are beard scream* 
ing iu all the old buildings, and I saw numbers of swallows here 
in the middle of tlie month of October. A small kind of musclck 
one side of which is braided like a basket, is found in the 
iJman, or mouth of the Miester, whiph begins at a few ver$t» 
from Cara-Ibrahim. 

There is also a fish caught here, called by the Moldavians 
Murene, which is of an immense size, and has a long sharp 
head, underneath which are four large tufts of hair, «hich are 
at the distance of an inch from each other. It has two tins, but 
no scales; its taste is disagieeable, and excites nausea. 

Between Palanka and Akciiiiati, there is a kind of elevation, 
or mound, resembling i long dam, which has been raised by 
huni?!! hands. The highest par^of this mound is five feet four 
inches high. The Moldavians call it Catnii^Trajaiii; and it is 
generally believed that it was raised during tlie rcigu of Trqjan : 
for my pait, 1 cannot imagine tli.a tins road, or whatever it may 
be called, was made by order of that emperor, who never wa» 
ju tills eountiy. it is true, that at the time of Tiajan, the Uo« 
niaiis had colonies here, which vvcio wholly neglected hy Adrian. 
Marcus Aurelius [.assed by Palanka iu his campaign against the 
fSarmatiaiis. Maximmus was the Only Roman emperor who 
continued fur any tinie heic ; and if this be a Roman way, it 
must have been constructed by the colonists during bis reiga. 
But It ajipcars more probable to mi', that it was a dam raised 
by the Genoese agniiist the overflowings of the' IVcister. The 
Genoese wwe in possession of the shores jaf the Black Sea in 
the twelfth ceiduiy. The Venetians conquered them iu the 
fourieenili ceiUiny; hut fifty vfar/afterwards ^bey again came 
under thql^joke of their foimer masters. They were over-rua 
ill the fifteenlie century 6y the JSogaiau Tatars, wIm) have ever 
since retained poss<"ision of them. My opinion seems to be 
confirmed by the fact, that this d«m is only observable in the 
lowest parts of the banks of tlie Is'iester, and of tbe lake which 
is connected w ith the sea. The dam between the rivers Sereth 
iind Pruth, and between this lafter river and the lake of Jalpaclr, 
also bears the name of Camkia Trajani. Tbe liman of the 
^liester is here also called JLSakul Oviduli by tlie Moldavians. . 

. which is ’ situated in 48“ 'i3' longitude, ana 

46^ 50' 32''latitude, wbsJI Koinan cojony, and was ancient^ 
^led Alba Julia, p iianio which the Moldavians have m eot^ 
degree preserved, by calling it Civita Alba. When the QwpfjM 
PflhqMered ifa the; gave it *111*! ngme of Monte Castro ; artd 
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Turks; on gettin" possession of it, called ifc A)cir*nien, which 
means white and cloudy ; a name which it justly deserves, as it 
is frequently eirveloped in thick fogs. 

It was originally a colony of Milesians. Darius Ilystaspis 
conquered it, and established » satrap in it, as Herodotus relates 
in his Fifth Book. The Greeks wrested it from the Persians 
in tl>c year 4^(2 before the birth of Christ. I'hose who were 
banished to this country gave it the name of Abarman, or the 
Land of iEvil Destioy, as Cornelius Nepos relates in the life 
of Histieus, who restored ibose niihappy victim.s to their coun-- 
try. The Greeks kept possession of Akerman, and the siir- 
ronnding country, until the Romans conquered Asia Minor; at 
which time these latter gubdued Akerman, and gave it the name 
of Alba Julia. Clement of Alexandria, and several other men 
of literaiy eminence, were banished hilher.by Doraitian. ^The 
Goths made themselves masters of it in the fourth century, but 
the Romans succtvrled^ in wresting it from them, and united it 
with Thraec. Tht; Venetians got possession of it and all the 
leaport towns in this country in the thirteenth century, but were 
aooit after driven out of it by the Genoese, from whonj it was 
taken by the Tatars, who, in their turn, were overpowered and 
expelled from it by the Turks, who have ever siuce kept pos¬ 
session of it. 

The city is not perceptible at any considerable distance, as 
it is built in a hollow ; at the distance of three versts on the side 
of the Liman, it appears as if its fbur towers rose out of the 
water. 

Tire city aiiel suburbs are surrounded with an intrenchment of. 
2370 paces in circ*8niference, which has four laigt: entries, or 
gateways. On entering the principal of these, 1 saw a con¬ 
siderable number of Turkish grades, each of which is of an ob¬ 
long form. Those of the men are* 4i»tu>g“>sl>od Ify a turban, 

' and those of the, women by a flower resembling a hlly, which 
are engraved on the tomb-stones. 

Tlie suburbs are disgnstfully filthy, but have here and there 
flag-ways for foot passengers. 

The houses, which are all built of argillaceous earth, arc very 
low, aiid are surrounded with such high walks, or hedges, that 
Acy can scarcely be seen from ihfe street. The vv’ittdows all look 
'into the court-yards, and are near the ground. The walls 
which wrround the houses have been suggested by Turkish 
jealousy. , V 

The disgusting butchers’ stalls, and the coffee-houses re.scm- 
blit^ which I have flc.scribed in my account of Kau.schan, 
are the only buildings which face file street, and are not, sur- 
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Tourlfled by walls. Tlverc are several Iwths in Akerman, two 
wliieh are re.served for people of distiuriion. The iianelsotnest 
and most spacious of these is built of stone, and has no windt)ws, 
but is lighted by a glass cupola, or skylight, lu the baths which 
are intended for the use of the tvomen, I saw several marble 
basons, in which they wash themselves after coming out of the 
large bath. Men are not allowed to approach these baths ; but 
we had entered the town as conquerors, and inter armn niimt 
leges. The walU arc ,all ornamented with fresco paintings of 
flowers. 

In the centre-room of the baths made use of by the men, 
there is a large tub, and six smaller ones, in the six surrounding 
uitches. The Turks bathe in the following manner, as 1 had an 
opportunity of learning my own observation : the person 
who fishes to batlies undresses iii the antichamber, which is* 
moderately heated, and is from thence led into a svarmer room, 
where he waits for tlie butli-iBan,.who wea. n i i 4ffi-gc glove covered 
with wool, or soft kind of hair, with which he mbs the body of 
the bather w ith gradually ijiereasing violence, aud make his joints 
crack. I'he bath-man then washes his body with luke-wartn 
water, and laying him on a bed on the floor, bends his back back-« 
wards aud forsv.irds, then sits on the back of the persons W'lio 
bathes, and slides down to his feet; and by incessantly rubbing 
his body, he excites un ugrtcable sensation which is impossible 
to descrilie. After this proi-css, the bather is lapped up like a 
mummy in a large piece bf linen, and is led into a warmer 
chamber, whcie is body is rubbed with fragrant oils. After 
“ this unction is over, he jmts on a night-gown and slippers, and 
goes into another room, where he takes coffae, and sits until he 
IS cool enough to return to (he antichamber where he had left 
his cloutiis. I once took a bafli auf ibis kind, •and paid about 
eight shillings English for Jtt 

Of all the mosques which are in this town, there are but two* 
which are deserving of any notice. That in the city is built of 
stone, and has a high narrow tower a few steps distant from itj 
from the summit of which the Iman calls the. true believers to*, 
prayer. This mosque is ornamented with two handsonne lamps 
of si}iiei|gHt, which oiA:e belonged to a chiistian church. The- 
inpsque in the .subuibs i? biulf of wood, which may be con¬ 
sidered a rarity in Turkey. The tower has a terrace at the top,, 
instead of beiug pointed hke flic others. Thire are always hand- 
i,some fountains near the moSques, and nesir that in the city tlierat 
are two femarkable graves; the tomb-stones of which are <S^ye4- 
with tuibans and warlike trophies; but so great is the inmlfer- 
euc» pf the TjurlfS to evpry tfijpg t;elative to ht^tory, tbat,nolae oC. 
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them Could inform me to whom these graves helOhged. Thtf 
iiicalculablc numbers of graves whidli are in the suburbs, prove 
that this place must once have been very populous. Two of 
these are rfiffereut from arty graves which I have ever seen irt fh<! 
Turkish dominions : on the tufban which is carved on one of the 
tomli-stones there are two cones, one of two feet, and the other 
of half a foot in length ; tlie other had also a turban carveti on 
h, but infstead of being of the colour of the stone, the ground 
was painted red in that part where the cloth of the turban is 
crossed over the foreliead. 

'ITie Arinenimi church is a massive bnilrling, one half of which 
is under ground; it is dedicated to Ac Virgin Mary, and the 
altar is ornamented, or' rather disfigured, by an ill-cai ved statue 
of her. One of the many toinb-stopes which surround the 
church is deserving of notice. It is of the most beautiful p'trWe, 
and covers the ^rave of bishop Stepanos, by birth a Persian, 
and one of tbe^'r.. ve bishops who ar.? under the inspec¬ 
tion and controid of the archbishop of Erivan. 'i’ins tomb-stone 
is adorned with all the insignia of the episcopal dignity, and the 
epibiph say, that this bishop had been in Jerusalem, and died in 
Akennan in the year 1784. Almost all the Armenians here are 
from Persia. On the aniver,sary of the death of tlieir relations, 
they visit their tombs, pour wine into a hollow which is cut in 
tke tomb-stone at the head of the decoaseri, repeat some words* 
in a low tone of voice, and tlien drink out the wine which Inid 
been poiimd into the hole. They have three patriarchs, who' 
reside in Jerusalem, Constantinople, and Erivan. The last of 
tftesc is the piincipat, and is entitled Hugas Gathaitr^, wirich 
■leans emperor. Oabiielos was the name of him who was- 
(dented in 1779- A considerable number of bishops are 'de- 
{lemknl on these tinee patiiarchs. 

Stephan, Hospodar of Walhiclfia, consecrated a catlroliij 
ofaurch to the Greek faith in die fifteenth century, although he 
had' subjected himself to the dominion of the Turks. He ordered' 
Ihe anus of W'allachia, an ox’s head, to be put on all the g-ates of 
Akerman, where they are still to be seen. The pavement-of die* 
(diunch is of while marble; on eacli square Of whicii a star 
M carved. 'I'here are two' altarl! iii' the church, at one Of "ii'hiclf 
mass is read in the Greek, aiki M the other in* Servian and 
j^oldavian language. 

There are but thirty-five Greek families in the city, who pay 
aearly sixty pounds aifttually for the free exercise of their i^r- 
^OOM but when the Pacljaa are in want of money*, they* aeud' 
rouml Ute tbsvn ki chains^ accompanied by a ,l■Bi3sary, 
i tot. o b li ge bog ip- dfe) OoiiditWtiU thO fO|«iped Aiifi 
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ilollccted. castle i& of a ^ 5 lla^e form, and has four 

•towers; the wall which surrounds the city is fifteen 
thick m some parts, aoci the iHo^ or ditch is seven fathom* 
deep. On the side of the Liiiian there is a double wall, 
with tev-'ci's at the distreice of l‘iO feet from e.ich other, 
but tl- e is no ditch ere. The two walls on this side of the 
town aie covered wii 'i luseriptiuns in the Turkish, Arineoian, 
and i'.liddavian languages. One of them was. ifi Greek, 

* Via- . rit’.hlc to decypher ic,; ne.ir h was an escutcheon 
i , ■(!>.. id- u of a heart, on one side of vvhicli an inscription 
i ianod -'‘i'iactcr w.-ts ciie'Kived. 

.N . ’>■ tlx.' gates, I Oi erved a large square stone, on 

'll ihe '-ead .an ox with shgrt creoked horns was 
.iiv. e. lie'.'.veen .iie horns was a star, auu under the neck 
of till V V,as a shield, in o^e^/ield of which w.ere four 
beam ■ and in the otln-r three lillies.. 

In tin ... ' i war against the Turks, OisJuhvti held out six¬ 
teen d;.; b, i:!.id in the last only tiuec days. The Pacha, Vho 
conimauded in the town had been a goldsmith a year before, 
and hud purchased his post. • 

'i'hoic is a prodigious quantity of mulberries, Jo^e- 
apjdcs, arid delicious grapes in the gardens round the town, 
howcvei no wine is made here. A kind of sweet wood* 
grows here, which the Turks are fond of chewing. The 
Tanacetmri odoratuin, in Turkish, Kedufe; Malva-firbprea', 
in Turkish Qulpatock;‘lillies, 8cc. adorn these gardens. 
1 saw immense numbers of snakes, in Moldavian Scherp^, 
^hich are of a grey colour, and have a led helly. I also 
observed great numbers of ants of thesiimll led kind. The 
Liman abounds with sturgeons, carps of an extrordinary' 
size, pikes, and a kind of fishwhich the Russians call Taran* 
I shall say a few worjj*lelutive to a visit which I paid to 
the Tuikish cominimder in chief, who was a Pacha of three 
fails. ■ 

As soon as I was announced, I was led from the anti¬ 
chamber into a private room, in which I found the Pacha 
sitting with his ileputy, in the’Turkish manner, on a low 
sopha, which was covered with red satin. He made me a 
sign in a friendly inaritK^r^ «> sit down; w'hich 1 d|d, but 
found it very inconvenient, as the sopha was but litde ele¬ 
vated above the ground. As soon as I was seated he 
ped twid% his haudi^and a youtig Turk immedjfit^w 
appeared in an humble postuie, and carrying a sfiort stiwE 
under onci arm^ at the end of which were two crooked horla^ 
of silver., from^hich several little bells hung. The jpaciii 
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said a fexv words to himj on which he left tbe.rCom walJcirrg^ 
"backwards until he got outside of the door. In a few tnr- 
notes he returned, accompanied by another young man 
who was to serve as interpreter. This young man, as I 
afterwards learned, was a Spaniard by birth, and having 
been taken prisoner by the Turks in a voyage which he 
made up the Mediterranean, he thought proper to renounce 
his religion, in order to better his condition. As he had 
been for some time in a counting-house in Leghorn, he spoke 
Italian fluently, and it W'as in this language that the con¬ 
versation was carried on. Tlie Pacha enquired what rank 
my companion and I held in the army ; but our inverpreter 
had considerable difficulty in explaining our answer to him. 
He then demanded to know why h wore a blue uniform 
with red facings and silver tmbreidery, and my comp-nion 
a green uniform with red and gold. He seemed pleased 
with my aiistverj VrncWsaid that he thought it very judicious 
to use difl’erent uniforms, as by means of this, it was easy 
to distinguish such troops as belonged to the infantry or 
c-avalry. He enquired if we had seen ('onstantinople; and 
on our answering in the negative, he told us tliat we had 
never seen any thing which could be compared to it in point 
of splendour. I said, I hoped to be tliere before long. 
seemed to comprehend my meaning, and continued si¬ 
lent. On observing me take a pinch of snuff, he asked for 
my snuff-box, and emptied ail t.ne snuff into his own, which 
was a coarse wooden box; he then reqUe.sted me to send 
him some potinds of the same kind of snulf. Hie clapped* 
his hands a second’time, but in a different manner from the 
former; and presently a servant entered with a silver tray, 
on which were*!! dozen silver cups, in as many silver baskets, 
instead of saucers; another followed with a silver coff'ee- 
pot,'whieh he shook every time that he poured out the 
coffee; a third followed with a napkin, embroidered at 
the edges with gold and silk, hanging oa his shoulder. 
These three servants were all dresied in jackets and 
pantaloons of different colouis. Tite coffee was served 
ithout cither sugar or milk. ‘ Another sCi vant appeared, and 
handed a lighted pipe to the Pacha, after having put a 
sntaJT^it of aloes wood into it. Uis excellency smoked for 
abd#l,a minute, and handed the pipe to the Pim-Pacha, 
•who did the same, nntl gave it to inc. I follovrad ffis exam** 
pie, and gave it to my companion, who returned it to the 
Pacha. This ceremony was icpeated several times. 1 asked 
the Italian how many tails the Pacha had, when the latter. 
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as soon as mjf question was explawed to him, made a sign 
to m.e to look behind me; which I did, and observed in the 
corner of the room, a long cone with a golden ball at the 
end, from which three beautiful tufts of white horse-haii 
hung: this gave, rise to 3everal«que8tions and, answers relalive 
to inis symbol of honour, the result of which was, that no 
J^acha, not even the Grand Vizier, is allowed to have ijiis 
badge of dignity with the three tails earned before him, so 
long as he is in the town which the Sultan inhabits. A stick 
with a gilded ball at the end of u, is the only mark of dis» 
tinction which is allowed him on such occasions. The’ 
Siiltanisthe only person in the empire who has the pi;j,yilcge 
of wearing a turban with a black hei^n feather, which at bis 
decease is always sent^to Mecca. The military always receive 
eitlj^r one er three tail§, but ^lever two, as this distinction 
is given exclitaively to persons in civil departments, such as 
Cadi’s, 8tc. Tbe Pacha became at communicative, 

and asked us from what part of Russia wo came; and on our 
answering Irom Riga and Moscow, he repeated those names 
several times. He told us that he was a native of Georgia, 
that his brother was the sword-bearer and favourite of tlie 
Sultan, and that himself had often carried the Sultan in hU 
arms. However, this did not prevent him from being 
strangled by' order of the emperor six months afteri^ards. 
He hud the character of being fond of drinking, and of 
having unnatural pvopei'isilies. I was also told, that lie had 
but three wives, all old women. As soon as we bad drank our 
^coffee, the servant came and wiped our mouths with the em¬ 
broidered flapkin. Alter this a new scene commenced. A 
servant dressed like the three former, entered with a large 
silver tray-, on which were at least twenty little plates, con¬ 
taining different kinds oi' preserves; a second followed him 
with a^olden or gilded spoon, with which he put a portion 
of each of’the preserves inlo’dup mouths, and a third was 
charged wdth the ceremony of wiping our lips. The pre¬ 
serves, particularly the unripe oranges, were extremely gc od. 
Our conversation continued, arfd as.the Pacha heard that I 
was fond of horses,‘he ordered that 1 shoultl be conducted 
to his stud on leaving the hfjuse. After some minutes had 
elapsed, another servant came into the room with some sil¬ 
ver caps of lemon sherbet; and soon after another came, in 
with a cbnscr, with whk'n he fumigated us from head to 
foot. This was the signal for the breaking up of tbe con¬ 
ference, for his exeelieiicT made us a sign with his hand to 
fetite, after haying requested me not to ffrgei the EwdlE, 
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w e went to sseo iiis stabk's, which were urxlergronndj atnl 
rontaiiieil about thirty horses/none of which were valuable. 
Each liorse was boiiiul by a chain fastened round one of his 
fore legs. As Wc were on the point of taking our departure, 
his excellency scut each of usvi piece of aloes-wood of about 
a finger’s length. 

The l^icliH appeared to me to be about sixty j'ears old. 
He wore a red velvet mantle, lined with fur; his waistcoal, 
and girdle were <if embroidered silk stuff, and his breeches 
and tiu bun of red cloth, o 

The Pirn Paclm wore a mantle of yellow satin lined with 
ermini^ a bine bilk waisteoat and breeches, and a turban 
of yellow cloth. He'cltfl not speak a word duririg the whole 
ceremony. Each person who came iyto the room left his 
slippers which ho wore over his bools, at the door, and,re¬ 
tired backwards with his body in an inclined posture, and 
his arms cross'eil (>K;-vnthe brea.st. 

The village c>f Drcu.scli^ i.s twenty wersts distant from 
Ackerman. Its fxt<'nsive'mins prove that it was formerly 
a place of considerable importance. It is at present inha¬ 
bited by sectaries, who call themselves IScckrassowlzy. 
Some tiaveilers have erroneously cousidered them a tribe 
of Tartars. Their history is brieily as follows: Three 
Stnnilzy of Cossacks (each Stiinitz consists of five hundred 
men) under the guidance of a leader called NeckrassOvilz^ 
separated from the Cossacks of tife Don, and established 
them.selves in the island of I'ainan, between Tcmnick and 
Copil. General Suwarrov exerted all his efforts to prevail, 
on them to return, «J>ut ni vain, hey first fled ‘lO the Gird 
cassians of tiic Kuhan; b.nt meeting soon with some causes 
of discontent, they separated into two parties, one of which 
fixed ilself.ip the neighbourhood of ^he city of Anapis, and 
the other joined the'fatars of. the hordes of Ediss^n and 
Edissnel, under the govetnmepts of the Turks, and how in¬ 
habits this B< s.sarabiaif village; however it is probable that 
they .will hot continue long here, as they are . too much au- 
cusU’ined to a waodeiipg lliode of life, to reibain long iij 
any one spet. 

•Bender, the capital of BeSsarabia, is situated on the 
Neister. Ti e residence of Charles XII. here after the 
battle of Pultava, has given this pitv a certain celebrity in 
history. It received ks name frorh^fenjazet the second, who 
on bis death-bed:COifinianded his successor, Selim the First, 
sirnamed , avus,AJr tlie Sayage, to build a fortress here; and' 
poncluded bis e^oitatioa with tWse words, Ben-Jjerim !”■ 
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“ r command.•thee.” At least this.*is the etymology of it 
which was given me by the Pacha, the Cadi, and the Se- 
raskier. The fortress is only remarkable for the immense 
ditch which'surrounds it; for the fortifications arc very 
injudiciously constructed. It Surrendered in the last war^ 
because the Pacha who commanded irj the town, and th^ 
.Sorasivier who had the command of the camp outside the 
Works, were at variance; and the Janissaries, whe were 
mostly in tiivde, trembled I’or their rich shops. We found 
three hundred cannon iti the placc^^ of wliich fifty-one were 
of iron; we also found twenty-five. mortars and three 
liovvitzcrs. The fortress vvas aliundantty provided with 
])owder, balLi, rice, meal. Sic. Arnc»igst the cannon .was 
one twelve pounder, wiiieh was a present from the city of 
Land'iii lo the emperor Leopold the I'irst. Near the mouth 
<'f' it was a unicorn with the German words, “,Autoni Utli 
hot mik gegoten,’' Antony IJth east n..,.ear the touch- 
liole was a crown and a linden tree, with the words, Fusuin 
est hoe torinentnm bonicnni tem|joio Judieis Goldschmittii 
pro sutc patriic gloria et meiuoria lti46.” I observed the 
arms of Venice on one of the mortars. There are tvyo in¬ 
scriptions on the inner wall of the castle, or Itsch Kalasy, 
t'ld fortress, as it is called. One of them is'eflaced,* with 
the cxecption of a few letters and the year of the liegyra. 
'I'lie other is in the Arabian language, and is of the following 
import, ‘‘ linilt by order of the S'tambuli'an Padischa Peyza- 
Devoly, by the powerful Padiselra Sultan Se'lirn l Ja?y.’ 

The'J'urkish emperors all call themselves Stambulian or 
Constantinopolitan, as, may be seen on tfte iion-dollars, or 
llyrus, and on the double dollars. 

Bender has two spbiirbs, twblve mosqueS, six inns or 
khans, and seven gates. .The names of the gates are. as fol¬ 
lows ; The Stainbul Kapisy, or gate of Constantinople; the 
'j’abany Kapisy, or tanners gate; the Varnitza Kapisy, or 
gate of Varna; the Su Kapisy, or water gate; the Uul Ka¬ 
pisy, the Orda Kapisy, and the Tasch Kapisy, or stone 
gate. Two of these gates have Inscriptions, one of which 
I shall translate here,* partly ftecause it is a good speciniea 
of the oriental style, and prjrtfy as it informs that the town 
of Togin was not taken by treachery, as the flongarian 
historians maintain, but Ky storm. The following is the 
literal translation: ' * 

“ JT, by the grace of the highest, thp first of all emperors ia 
the world, Sultan, born of God and of his prophet TVl iihamed,' 
companion of the Lord, conqueror of the world and of the 
\Voywod Peter, smd of Bogdauia, I, Solyman, sqpl-bearer 
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of ihc temple of ihe onlt? God, 1,1 have wrested the fortiesa 
of Tesrin and its garrison from tlie king o? Germany.; I 
have taken it by storm, in the (ire.-;oiice of all the chiefs of 
my ever invineibic army'. ,And I have given orders to have 
the stones taken from liie easiie oi’ Fuiankri, to build this 
. wall and gate, and tiie fortress shall be named Ben-Dcrini, 
In the year of the Hegyru i/ij. 

The people assemble in ilte p: ii)c':i)a] mosque, which is 
called Miiynkai-Dgammid, on Fridays only. This mo.sqne 
may be eon.sidcred a kind of cathedral, in which alone it is 
allowed to pray for the Siikan. The second mosque is 
called Dago.stan-Melschcd, and the third Sclima Metsched ; 
all the others are of little importance. 'The j^Xi meuians here 
consist of 1.50 families; their elmreh is a miserable building. 
I saw a wedding of these |i^ople, whieb stiuek me, on ac¬ 
count of its singularity. I'iie rclaiit'ns of the bride and 
bridegroom Valk^'Mu procession llirough the street.s, the 
men separated from the women, a.nd uttered loud and 
continued lamenttitions. Tiiey were picccded by two 
boy's carry ing flamlreaus, and were I'oilowed by two others 
who were dressed in white aud gohl, :i:k 1 carried wa.\' 
tapers; next came the l)ridegvoom dressed in white, sup¬ 
ported by two young men in tiie same dress. The bride¬ 
groom carried a stick orna'ucnled with while ribbands 
in bis hand, and was follow eii by the bride, who was veiled, 
and completely eovercil with a large shawl or cloak of red 
silk. Stie Was accompanied by two young girls and a num¬ 
ber cf women, all of whom uttered incessant lamentaliong.. 
The priest, who v^alked a few sU ps hei'ore the'^nidegroom, 
raised his slick frequently and repeated the same words 
every .five or six minutes ii\ a.loiid tone of voice. The two 
troop.s walked go slowlv, that their progress was scarcely 
perceptible. * 

'J'be streets in Bender are extremely' gloomy, narrow, and 
dirty. The fiiihiness which is peculiar to Turkish towns is 
almost incredible, and forms a singular contrast with the 
frequent obhitions which iheMahonieUn religion commands. 
Dead horses, oxen, dogs, &c.« lie and rot in the streets, and 
arc perhaps in a great degree productive of the plague, which 
so often ravages the^e jeouiitries.*. 

The Inns, called by tiie Tucks Khans or Khaans, are large 
square buildings^ whuih somewhaKresemble convents. The 
principal of them are two stories high. The windows look 
into a court yhgd? ftlfidb is surrounded witii a high wall. 
There is a gr^t ittniber of small'chambers in these khans^ 
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Description of TiTi’KitH houses. 

which have no.coini!!ur\icalion with tacli other, and arcen- 
Icred Iron! a long giiliciy or corridor. Tlie travellers lodge 
in these, and foreign iner diants here expose their merchan¬ 
dize for sale. They coiaain no furniw’.re of any kind. 

The Turkish houses area!! ligiftly built, and are incapable 
of resisting'tlic im.leniency (^.f the weallier in a hard win¬ 
ter. They all have ^ age v.iiich runs from one end of 
the house to the oilier, ana <;n each side of which are the 
chamhi like cells m a convent. The walls of the cham¬ 
bers arc neatly inlaid widi various kinds of wood, and there 
a.rt a iiiun'.'i ■ a m: ah ore-us on cupboards, the doors of 
■viiicii ;.; 'l -.v;!!) suight brass nails. 

Acai ..K , . ;i jaigc iioi, fas.eaeti in the wall, eori- 

fainingu. .!) 'cr foi, tne Abdc-t or abiutiori prescribed 
by tiicja,.. ! b'-rc iS aI jo : niti b o> s.oal! closet itievery room, 
in which toi i‘irk? titentscK-e.--. and for which there 

are sewers to - atry oit' ti l 'irty water. sniii!] eievaiion, 

■ a 1.1- tin's ..il .. !iie oiot, o! the wail all round the 

I , .litiie-! .c d <nvci(-(i svilli earj.'cting, vclver, or 

goid .■ ' 'O v.-'.ahh of i'lc proprietor. The 

'■■"'‘U .p" i!;.'' ■ i.i '-o i/ivans o! potter’s ciav, dattbed 

ov!.'! '•. '.•.I; 'i,.!'is-_vtlb>w pan,!, 'i ' C wiiidmvs, v. inclt arc vttrv 
V. il poopurtioi! ;o lh‘.;r iia. dn, .are a tew inches tibove 
Id •' ' It), and t covered w ;; >i ailed .’-ipcr. < I'i.'.ss winiimvii 
. c I .ir.-incly rai'c: I imve ordv f.orti itc.nii jn t!;c uios.juc?, 

. il. ‘he liou.se <d'one uiiiu of rati!:. The coc! t of i-V!.nrK- 
burg :i. .p '-ntiy • -n-b; windoiv-.glii.ss ns n prt'sent to the 
^taa. 't’l..- pa,:-', .'f o'a?., lit the Windows lit the mostjue 
S t M cytif.,!) H^!' iiiinod ui. an,! ah,nit thrcc^iichcs stjuaie. 

's'.t:-: lyw. tscheti, v/hic!) is the handsotnestedifice in 
a ...jiiara ! iiiiding of fiffy.oight. ptict'S. There is a 
< • i.icc ove-r iii( principal Untry, on whicii a verse of. the 
Ki ..!(! is w riucii in letters of gold. In a niieli, opposite the 
pioor, i.s a mettil busoti suspended from a chain, which the 
i urks ciill Sehadrivaii. 'i'o the left of this there is a kind 

rec«;ss, in w! ich there i.s a representation of the Kaaba, 
•i-'id of the grave of Mahonici; however, these were removed 
'■n the apprcach of tlit? Kussiifti tre- ps. Tiiere is a small 
biilpit to the cigiit of tlie l^clnuirivaii, which resembles a 

■ onfessional, t i tt eeiitry box, in which tiie linau stands, 
who is appo: o d fo read the ivoran. Ten steps, covered 
with led cloth, lead up io ti. The door of the Metsched is 

overed with l icit c.trpriiiig; tind thcr^ arc divans all round 
the walls. In tlie Ktidd!;.' of the building is a cupola, orna¬ 
mented with a ^^;i! l it ‘cd wood, and with verses of the Ko- 
Tan in letters oi gold. Jt’roiu tlie centre of tlic star,,a brass 
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lustre^ called Scherfc, Hangs ; .ou the braneflies of which are 
several huiuhed glass lamps of different colours, which are 
never lighted but at the feast of the Beyram; and, on tliese 
occgisions, it iS usual rf'or every person who freque.nts the 
mosque to pay a few paral.*s". Several o.strich eggs, and ar 
lifieiul fiowtrs of tinsel or gold-leaf, arc suspended over the 
Scherfe. A prayer against the plague is written on the wall, 
near the pulpit; and on one side of this prayer is a painted 
Jeprc^entation of the sabre of Ali. Tljc Turks have no 
other colours in their fresco paintings but blue,'green, and 
yellow. 1 saw a large hall here, one side of which was co¬ 
vered witli a painting of a tree } and on the otiicr side was 
soinethiiig which was meant to represent a blue ship. 

The minarets are. lofty, narrow; and pointed at top. They 
arc gerientlly built of stone, ^ind .stand si fow paces distant from 
the mosque, 1 have seen hut one exception to this, which 
1 iiave already iiYd',.ioned. In the interior,- they have a small 
spiral staircase wiiieh runs up to the highest point of the 
building. 'J’liere is n gallery on the outside, from which the 
liaan calls to prayer, ov announces a death ; for tins latter 
service he receives a dollar, of about four shillings value. 
Tlte two galleries of the principal mosque in Bonde.r arc 
built with some taste, and the intervals are orna-' 
•inented with blue glass, which produces a good clKci 
when the sun sliines. The liiian.s derive their ciiioluiiients 
from charity, from what tliey receive from the public for the 
performance of their functions as priests,and from the schools 
in which tliey teach. Each scliolar is obliged to pay t'-., 
parahs weekly. JKaeh ^lussuhnati is obliged, by law, to. con ¬ 
tribute a portion of every thing that he possesse.s to the 
Wetsched, at the-feasts off the great and little Beyram. 
’I'be priests receive a fixed .sum for every burial ('Mikia'), 
circumcision (Sikunnet)^'and marritige (Masut), When a 
rich Turk diM, ten or t.welve poor people are employed to 
wash his bodV, durihg which time the Iman reads prayers 
over him. When a female child is born, no other cere- 
irouy is observed by the Iman than to give her a name, and 
to mutter tb^ prayer A-’la-Hebker in her ear. 

The doors-of the houses in I'urkish towns are ornamented 
in ,a singular manner : they have generally three or four 
locks of tiuTflaie, and are sometimes wholly covered there¬ 
with. Those who tannot go to this expence, drive into 
them {i|,,|fflany brass-hgaded nails as possible. 

• The.^|^'ereiice, or rather gontcropt, of the Turks for 
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e-very thing'which relates to other r^ations is so great, that 
they pay no atCention to events which take place under their 
eyes. I’ltey never heard of Charles the Twelfth ; and the 
miserable ruins of the house which he inhabited here, and 
of his intrenchnaen^ at Varnilza, arc the only memorials of 
a monarch, who for several yt'urs tilled the Kussian empire 
with dismay, and excited the admiration of Europe. Two 
small eminences cover the remains of Colonel Muller and 
Baron Stein, who served in the army which was command¬ 
ed by Count Pahin, and fell in the tirsl siege of Bi;nder, 
when the town was taken by stormT 

The Turks have a kind of floral language, if I may be 
allowed this expression : that is, each flower, each tree, each 
plant, has a particular meaning; and a-^iosegay is frequently 
an expressive, and, as is, were, circumstantial declaration of 
love, '(vhieh at once'extols the beauty and good qualities of 
the fair, and expresses the passion of th*; lover. I have 
picked up the follow ing imperfect glossary by mere chance; 
for it is a Herculean labour to obtain a satisfactory expla¬ 
nation from a Turk on any one subject. I’he cypress means 
melancholy; the oak, tranquillity; lavender is expressive of 
assiduity', and desire to obtain something; white thorn 
means kisses; rosemary, fidelity; balsam, ardent love; and 
the rose, beauty. But it is tin; appropriate combination of 
these which constitutes the secret. I should not have sup¬ 
posed that the Turks had any language expressive of gal¬ 
lantry', had 1 not obiainod the most satisfactory conviction 
of it. 

■was impossible to obtain the smallest inforni'dtion of 
any kind from the Turks whom we ihade prisoners, as they 
•were all either extremely' ignorat^t, or too prtnid and obsti¬ 
nate to converse with their conquerors. 

I had rendered some services to an Iman who had been 
in Mecca ; but I never could prevail on him to shew me the 
picture of the Kaaba, which he carried on his breast, or to 
give me the smallest information relative to the customs of 
his countrymen. I once spoke with a distinguished Cadi 
on the subject of Mahomet qnd the Koran ; but 'he cut 
short the conversation by rising from his seat, and saying, 
God is omnipotent, gracious, and omnipresent; he has 
created all things; but it is not his will that all men should 
servf! him in the same manner; for if they did, could not 
distinguish between fools and rational beings. lie obstinate¬ 
ly refused to listen to my answer to this singular position. 

Ignorance and indolence render the Turks incapable of 
t'AMFENllAUSKN.] K 
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every kind of serious oi^ useful occupation, nijd they stanp 
precisely on the same point of civilijialion at which they 
tterc when they first made their appearance in Europe. J 

Some of our officers spe^ke once to an Aga relative to some 
events in ilie Turkish hisK^ry, with which they were well 
acquainted; his astonishment was unbounded; and he ob¬ 
served, with a ludicrous earnestness, “-You, who know every 
thing that is going forward in oiir empire, may, perhaps, be 
able to tell me wlio Inis stolen my horse.” 

The Turks iq^pear to possess two souls ; onfe of which ani¬ 
mates the nation, and th£ other each indivichial. They arc 
by no means deficient in understaiuling, but they studiously 
avoid every thing which \wauld be likely to extend the 
sphere of their ideas * 

If a Turk be tete-a-tete with a foreigner, he is commu¬ 
nicative ; but the mcunentti third persrfn comes up,-lie be¬ 
comes speed.This peculiarity in their character is 
probably occasioned* by the tlespolism of their government. 
They ore naturally pro.'>il, <lisgustingly vain, and have the 
greatest contempt for all tho.se who are not of their religion; 
but as there are few national defects of eliaractcr, whicti re 


not accompanied with, and even inoduciiye of, or jirorliiccd 
by, some national good quality, so this superciliousness, 
and good opinion w'hich they entertain of themselves, im¬ 
part a decided characicr to their patriotism, which, if tem¬ 
pered and directed by a judicious government, would be 
productive of the greatest advantage to the nation. 

They possess an uncommon share of personal Iwavery, 
but this is rather animal courage than the suggestion ot 
honour, the moment they are defeated they are incapable 
of being rallied. They ai^e generous and benevolent, when 
the first impulse of their feelings is not counteracted by 
fanaticism, but in their minds the most sacred duties of hu¬ 


manity yield to the influence of bigotry and prejudice. 
Their greatest happiness seems to consist in getting money, 
and they consider ail means justifiable which are likely to 
enable them to attain to. this desired end; but with such 
aifamples of lapacity and injustice as are set them by their 
government, it is not extraepdinury that their ideas of mo¬ 
rality are vague and incorrect, imd that they willingly sacri¬ 
fice integri^ to the suggestions of self-interest. 

If their yi|fiiies were organised according to the principles 
of Eurojg^n tactics, they would 'lie the most formidable ini 
the wo^; but in their present state they can be considered 
)u BO tmei' light than as onwicidy mobs, which are easily 
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dispersed, and can never be victorious but by their supG- 
ricuity of iiu«lbeis, and even liien their successes can only 
be purchased by un immense effusion of blood. 

1 shall mention two anecdotes, which will serve to 
give a tolerably just idea of the character of the Turks.- A 
Turk had attached hiinscll' to a stall'officer of our army, for 
whom he seemed to have the greatest (rieudsh'.p. He vi¬ 
sited liim daily, and when the officer was asleep, he sat down 
ou tlie ground at his bed side, and frequently waited several 
hours until he awoke. 

One day he brought an i^iabifm manuscript, which he 
did not himself understand, and for which he demanded a 
ducat. The officer willingly gave him the price which he 
asked, on which he retired, but eamfl back two daj's after¬ 
wards and insisted ott having another ducat. The officer 
refused him polite!}’ at first, but as he became insolent ami 
noisy he was obliged to turn him out of do^ns,.after iiaving 
given him several blows with his stick, ihe Turk returned 
Mie following morning as usual, and continued his visits as 
if nothing had happened. And this w'as aii Iman ! 

Another Turk brought a sample of gunpowder, which 
was of a very bod quality, arrd as the interpreter was nut 
present, he laid it on the ground and retired. In about an 
hour he returned and demanded a dollar for his gunpowder, 
but as we laiiglied at him, he took it up in a rage, and said, 
“ You shall not have a grain of gunpowder that has beea 
made by a Mussehnan, and you know yourselves that it is 
the best in die world.” 

ISoihing js more difficult than to convince a Turk, that 
he is in the wrong, or that he i« a coward—even when he 
is taken in the act of flying, he has always an excuse for his 
conduct. The law* of the Turks forbid thetn the use of all 
strong liquors, but tl.at'does not prevent them from drink¬ 
ing w'ine in piivate; and they drink brandy, which they 
call Bakj, publicly, «s they say, that it has been purified 
by fire. TYiis tuotie of palliating what is held as a crime in 
public estioiatioa may be considered ridiculous, and even 
onprlncipied ; but sniely i,?> not more so than the nume¬ 
rous evasions of law to whirlj the subjects of the most pa- 
ttiotio wild virtuous states of Europe have recourse. Maho¬ 
met itas allowed them the use of Muscadine wine, vthen 
they ane in ill health ; anti there are Greek ifin-keepers to 
be found in ail the Tuiliish towns, w*lio do a considerable 
deal of business, and are v’isited by Turks of the first rank in 
the state. They also vioiate, withoot scruple, the laws «ff 

K fi 
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tiie Koran, with respect^to eating pork, and fish With scales: 
and 1 once indulged in a hope tliat these nfimerous devia¬ 
tions from the laws and prejudices of liieir country, would, 
in time, lead them to the adoption of some useful institu¬ 
tions of foreign countries; but a more intimate ac(]uaintancr, 
with them has tauglit me, that, with a perversity wliicli, I 
fear, is natural to inatikiud, tlicy pertinaciously attach 
themselves to such prejudices of their country as are de¬ 
structive of public welfare, and adopt only those customs of 
foreigners which are most calculated to flatter their passions 
or gratify licentious desifes- 

iiowever, I believe, that under such a government as the 
Turkish, whose only aim seems to be to j)erpetuate igno- 
.vance, to weaken or pervert all the energies of the mimi, 
and to plunge the subjects into a stirtc of political degrada¬ 
tion, no peoph.' in Jturopc \tould manifdsL a greater iftimber 
of estimabh:, qiiajities than the Turks. 

Wiien they w!*ii'‘to iinlulge in a debauch they hire a 
room, which is generally under ground, in one of the above- 
mentioned Cheek inns, and assemble after sun-set. They 
begin the repast by eating smoked or salt meat, or lisli, 
after which supper is served, and after supper they sit for 
several hours drinking various kinds of wine. 'I'liey arc 
certain of not being betrayed by their host, as his income, 
and even his'exisLence depend on his silence. They prefer 
Dantzick malt-spirit to all oilier liquors, and when tliey are 
reproached for their drunkenness, they answer, “ Sultan 
IVlustapha the second, sirnamed Beckris, the drunkard, did 
so, and he was the successor of the prophet!” , 

The Tatars aid’ much more civilized than the Turks, and 
have’ manners and customs wholly difl'erent from theirs. 
Their princiffui men and their Mullahs are also belter in¬ 
formed than the Pachas, Kadis, and Imans. I shall here 
describe a visit which 1 made to the Chau. His tent, which 
was covered with a kind of woollen stuff, was very spaciou-., 
and at one end of it was a green curtain, which formed a 
species of alcove. The Cjian and all the company sat on 
. saddles, which' were laid on the ground^ and were covered 
with pieces of cloth. It wgs about dinner time when I 
. called on him, and after the usual compliments, a Mullah 
entered and repeated some prayers. As soon as he had 
concluded, tire guests were presented with large cups filled 
with a kind of feri^ented liquor, made from mare’s milk, 
which somewhat resembled malt-spirit. But before we drank 
. the.Mullab took the flask in his drew up the curtain. 
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and poiireil but sbmo of the liquoi/ into eath of the cups 
which stood before some idols which wore behind the cur¬ 
tain. These images were twelve in number, were coarselj 
carved in wood, and had groiescpie faces. After the liba¬ 
tion was performed the eiirtaiu was let down, and dinner 
was served on small wooden trays. The repast consisted of 
rice mixed with raisins, poultry, fish, w hicdi was nearly raw, 
and the leg of a foal roasted, which I found very tender and 
.savoury. There was also a kind of pastry served, which I 
could not eat much of, ps it tasted of rancid fat. Our drink, 
during dinner, was water and aTciiid of iftead, which was 
weak and extremely sweet. As soon as dinner was over tea 
was iianded round, which, as it was boiled in the water, was 
very bitter. Wc had our ehoiee to drfiik with it either mare’s 
or camel’s milk. I tiled t)oih, and found the latter disgust¬ 
ingly^ fat. The Ctian did not sj)e.dc tiui words during the 
whole time of diiim r, but devoured wifKjhe«voracity of a 
cannibal. His principal general, however, was communi¬ 
cative, made several cmiiiirie.'? relative to oiir manners and 
ru.stoms, and was of opinion that the law which limited us 
to one wife was tyrannical and unjust. He even made .some 
sarcastic observations on our moderation in this respect. 
J’owards (evening we were entertained witlt horse-races, 
shooting will) bows and arrows, throwing of lancesj and 
other gymnastic’! ex'creiscs. Tlic pipe passed round as 
cluiekly as the disgusting b«'ver:tge, and Ihe CIkhi seemed to 
have got a sufljcient doze. 1 afterwards learned that this 
was » feast day of the family of Gtiirey. 

' 1 saw some Tatiir women, all of w li^rra were extremely 
ugly. 'J'he men mostly wore white pantaloons and short 
jerkins, and the bretist barg,. «Thcy were jsxtremely sun¬ 
burned, iind had all a nervous well-proportioned form, black 
eyes and hair, tind w eri! wonderfully expert in their military 
evolutions and exercises. This cast or tribe seemed to have 
no established religion, but to have adopted partly healheh 
and partly mahoinetan rites. The commander of the forcteft 
told me, that the Chan could easily send 50,000 cavalry into 
the field ; however, 1 have my. doubts of this. The camp 
whic h 1 saw, consisted of about 6000 cavalry. 

There is an incredible immber of tanners in Bender, some 
smiths, tiiree paper manufac turers, auci one watch-maker, 
who did not know much df his business. 7'he paper here is 
made of cotton and smoothed with glass. The ink is made 
of the bark of the alder. Th6 smielw arc the moste.xpert of 
all the artiheers here, amii it not uncommon for them to 
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boat out a hoi'se shoe info a sabre blade. They tbake lise of 
alum for inlaying of gold, silver, &c. An old Turk, who 
appi'ured to me to be fully rleserving of credit, informed 
me tliai the eelebraVed blades of Damascus were manufac¬ 
tured in the following manner: 

The iron is first cut as small as possible, then mixed with 
pigeons dung, and put into an earthen pot, where it is left 
for some time, alter which it is tak§n out, ilielted, and ma¬ 
nufactured into blades. 

The Turkish soap contains a considerable portion of 
lime. The best kind is fnadc of tfie lees of olive oil. The 
rnanufaetory of saltpetre is scarcely worthy of notice. 
Opium is called Ainlion hy the Turks. Each garrison, each 
detachment, has a mftnufaclurer of opium attached to it, 
who is paid by the Sultan. • 

I made an experiment wifh opium on hiyself; bowe^'e^, it 
did not product^that effect on me which it does on the 
Turks, althou”h If Itvallowcd a tolerably large dose of it. 
It is become s<j necessary to the Turks, that many of them 
take a considerable portion of it every day. At first they 
appear .sleepy and melancholy, but they become animated 
by degrees, and at last indulge in the most extravagant 
gaiety ; but if they take too strong a dose, their nige becomes 
ungovernable. 

The largest portion of opium, which a Turk is capable of 
taking at a time, isf about the size of a filbert. As the com¬ 
mon people are not able to purchase this luxury, they make 
use^ofthe grains of white poppy mixed with a vegeuible 
which is called Lyus Erlick. The description pf tfils plant 
was so vague an3 unsatisfactory, that I was not able to 
ascertain its name. I was told that it bears yellow flowers, 
and grows chiefly against wa'lls. Pahaps it is the Cheli- 
dunium magnum. » 

The science of medicine is wholly unknown in Turkey, 
and its place is supplied by prayers, amulets, and a few 

f eneral remedies, such as pills tor all kiwds of diseases, 
be physicians are chiefly Jews and Jewesses. 

One of these quacks pretepded that he had studied in 
Berlin and Konigsberg, and that he spoke lAstin fluently. I 
therefore addressed him in that .language, but I found that 
what he called Latin was nothing more than a few words 
picked up by chance, and the termination “ns,” which be 
gave to Words of the*dialect of the'country ; for instance, h« 
said with doctrinal gravity, Syropws viiHoran ett bonus pro 
htiU he was looked up to by the mfaabiUBts as* 
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prodigy of learning. The venereal disease rages with the 
most destructive violence in Turkey ; the Turks call it Frenk 
Y.irussii, and know of no other mode q§ treating it, but that 
of shutting up the patient in a warm room, and giving hiai 
sudorifics. 1 went into an apothecaries shop in Bender, 
wliich belonged to the above-mentioned Jewish doctor, who 
prided himself so much on his knowledge of the lifitin lan¬ 
guage, and the only medicines which I found in it were 
Peruvian bark, syrup of violets, and about a dozen large 
boxes of ready-made jiills, which he sold, in my presence, 
to persons afiiicted with diseases <*f the most opposite na¬ 
ture. I could not prevail on him to make me actjuainted 
with the coniposiiion; but on perceiving several large 
packets of red sticking plaisler spread'on linen, 1 requested ' 
him to give me the receijit, which I obtained vvitli sotne dilH- 
culty^ fitl" a dollar; it was as follows; Wax, in Turkish Bul- 
mnun; the yolk of an egg, in Turkish ^jumauirta-Sary; 
pineriesin in Turkish Tschuui-Sakys; Laudanuni, in Turkish 
iJara-Sakys ; and mnitiin suet, in Turkish Koin-Yahe. Each 
Turkish soldier is provided with a certain quantity of this 
plaister wrapped round his sabre, in case of necessity. 

The Turks are so ignorant in the commonest branches of 
natural history', that they have not even names for many of 
the plants, which they are constantly in the habit of seeing. 

Two kinds of barley grow in the environs of Header ; 
black barley, which comes originally from Mecca, and is 
citllcd by the Turks Su-7\rpa, and common yellow bailey, 
which they call Tliypla-Arpa. Long-eared wheal, and Alba- 
Yiiiwi v^lieat are plunted here and there. Tl^cy are of a pecu¬ 
liar sort. I'ritiiuin uftissiniiim AlbaniiH^c, sen triticum spits 
crassa tongifsiiuu, Joliis raginati^, hugiorihus^ et /atioribus 
comtiiimes, et semutbus (ongissiinis, iutescentc colore. 

Ismail, or Ismit, which»the Turks call lsinit< )rda Kallessy, 
(Lmit, the fielci-Jortification) wa.s formerly one of tlie largest 
towns in Bessarabia. Its fortifications are five versts in cir- 
eimifereiiee; they run along the Danube, whicli is here 4180 
fathoms wide,' to the distance of two versts, and extyud in 
the opposite direction as far aij the Bulgarian shore, which 
comprises a space of’t237 fatl\oms. The situation of the 
town, particularly on the miie of the river, is extremely 
beautiful. There are seventeen mosqiu’s here, the most 
magnificent of which was beilt by the merebants who trade 
to the interior of Asia, ft is a rotunda* and has a cupola 
covered with grey marble. The pahtce of the Pacha, and 
the khan or inn, which the ^siatic merchants frequent, were 
pJtteasive buildings. The fortress was built under the di- 
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TCctioD of a German of the name of Richter; it has five 
bastions, but the ravelin has never been cotftplcted. Ti»e 
Armenians and Greel#! have a church and monastery here, 
iftthe latter of which Baron Weisenstcin, who was one of 
the most distinguished olheers in the Russian service, is 
buried. The useh^ss obstinacy of the Pacha, who attempted 
to defend the fortress, eveti after all his amniunitidn was 
consumed, forced us in tlic }'ear 17^9. under Snwarrov, to 
take it by storm, and on this occasion this beautiful city 
was reduced to aslics. 

The length of Bessarabu. from Staniv'a Gangura, where the 
Botnitza empties itself into the Boitna is Jti versts, and its 
breadth from Ackerman to Gretscheny is about 170 versts. 
Tlie neigbbourivtg country abounds in fertile meadows and 
running springs. The lake of '^"alpnch contains an immense 
qaantit}’ of excellent fish of every kin?l. 'The soiPis ex¬ 
tremely fertile, ..with the exception of the stepp or plain of 
Otschakov, tiud a'tracV of land on the btmks of the Danube. 
There are some salt water lakes in the neighbourhood of 
Tatar Bonnar, on the surface of which the $al marinuin is 
formed by the heat of the suit. The revenue which this 
salt produced, belonged formerly to the Chan of the Crimea, 
but devolved to the Paciia of Ismael, when that country 
was conquered by the Russians. 

Bessarabia is separated from Moldavia by a chain of 
mountains. The former is a i5und.giack or government. 
Bender is the residence of the principal Saiidgiack, who 
bas a number of provincial governors subordinate to him ; 
his yearly revenue as governor amounts to rather iivore than 
.three thousand pounds sterling; however, he has various 
means of increasing it. , 

i have no where seen so many li/ards as here; one. 
species of them is very beautiful, it is of a dark-brown 
colour, with .white stripes on the back, and the intervals 
between these stripes are covered with brown spots with 
black edges. The grass grows here to the height of' seven 
or eight feet. The Genista fmetoria, the Reseda luteola, 
and the Anchusa officinalis grow promiscuously with 
the Bryonia alba, the Tunacetum, the lledysarum ono- 
brychi.s, the Astragalus, and various other useful plants. 
The blossoms here have all a deeper colour than in other 
countries, for instance, the Tanaeetum is of a deep orange 
colour, and the Anfhrhinum linafia is of the most beautiful 
yellow*Ltirge tracts '^of land are covered with hemp and 
flax, lippi grow wild. That part of the province which 
borders oh Moldavia contains but a single village, which is 
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situated on tiTe banks of the lake of Yapul; the rest is all a 
desert Stepp. ’ The country on liie banks of the Neislor is 
tolerably well cultivated, and some parts of it are covered 
■with orchards. 1'he plums of iVkerinai), a kind of mirabell, 
called ir» 'I'urkish dgcanmeryck, and arc of an excellent 
quality; and the apricots of Ismail are better flavoured than 
those of France or Italy. The fn.'lds are covered with wild 
fowl of all kinds. Ismail and Kilia are llie warmesf aspects 
in the whole province, and the trees grow here to an extra¬ 
ordinary size, and have an uncoiouionly abundant foliage. 
The peaches of Babahda, which is forty versts from Ismail, 
ajp considered the largest and best in Europe. All the gar¬ 
dens abound in melons, apricots, peaches, plums, pears, 
apples, medlars, cucumbers, beans, peas, lettuce, onions, 
&c. of the best quality. 

Pci'Sian pepper, garlick, and salt, are the only seasoning 
known to the inhabitants. « • 

The province of Bessarabia was never wholly conquered 
by Trajan, as some historians maintain, although he sub¬ 
dued Dacia. The Homans had but a single colony here, 
whicli was called Coelia, at present Kilia. Adrian aban¬ 
doned Dacia, and transplanted the colonies to another 
country ; he even destroyed the bridge across the Danube; 
but the abutments of it are still visible at bow water. 

Before 1 proceed to a description of Moldavia, I shall 
communicate to the reader a short, but tolerably accurate, 
account of that province, and of Wallacia, which was writ- 
, ten previous to the breaking out of the last W'ar between the 
tinissiaoi and Turks, by a French officei^in the service of 
Russia. The author, knowing that I was collecting mate¬ 
rials relative those countries;^ tpade me a yfresent of his 
manuscripts, with permission to make what use of it I 
thought proper; but 1 b*ave, n6t thought myself justifiable 
in making any alteration in it> although his account of Mol¬ 
davia differs in' some degree from mine. 


CUKSORY OBSERVATIONS,. MADE DURING A TOUR 
THROUGH WALLACHrA AND MOLDAVIA. 

Weak states which are situated on the frontiers of, or are 
tributary to large empires, aTe generally ^le theatres of those 
wars which their powerful neighbours wage against each 
other, and experience all the horrors of warfare, without 
hope of aggrandizement ot indemnity. The coaditioB of 
CAMPENHAVSEN.] 1> 
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®uch states is still more lamentable, if they oontaii! for¬ 
tresses, or other local peculiaiitii s uhicli are of importance 
in a military point of view, if, on the eontrarv,- they con¬ 
tain nothing but open unlbriilicil ti)wus, am! have no'tlefiles 
or passes wliieli can be easily defended, liu- hostiio armies, 
alternately vietorioii:) and vaiuim-Micd, p.i.ss th.ough liiein 
w,i)h the devastating violence, but also With the rapidity of 
3 torrent. 

Such has been for ages tiie condiiani of AValiatdiia and 
Moldavia, countries in which tiie iialf extinguished Ibiine.s 
of war sctnii roatly to burst forih again with encreased viru¬ 
lence, and m vvhii'h the systeinaiie rubbery of a despotic 
government succeeds to tlic alroeities ol a lawless soldiery. 

It will, perhaps, no'l he. nniiueref.ting at the present ino- 
inonr, to examine the moral and physical jiccuhariiies of 
these eouutrie-;, and to infer from tnciice the pcfiiiical 
changes which tchey arc eafiahie of iindcrguiug ; but unfor- 
tunatel}’such a rescarc h w ill not engendt r a single conso¬ 
latory lefieciion in tiie mind of llie bc iievoUmt reader. 

The Waljiichians and Moldavians were lonnerly com¬ 
prised under the general uaiiie of Daciamg vvlio were cele¬ 
brated in antiquity for their warlike spirii. 

Unacquainted with lu^;ul•y, and inured i>y their mode of 
life to abstineiKO and I; •oguf, tlicy porscsstd every qmilitv 
which is iieccssaiy to the nniitary life; aiul their native 
valour, was fostered by a sciftiment of religion, for they 
U-;licvcd that tlie heroes who dit d in the liekl of buttle were 
rtx'cived in a world of bliss by Zaiiiolxis, wbo, from iiavim^ 
been their legislafpr, had become their god. , . 

It has not betti aseeriuincd whettier the Dacians were in¬ 
digenous, or vjjhelhcr they jiud emigraU d fioin some distant 
country; nor is it known to what degree oi' civilization 
they had attained. Seveia! coins of z\mytjias and Philip, 
kings of Macedonia, have been found ill \\ aliaeiiia and 
Mohlavia, but no- satisfactory inferetiec relative to their 
commercial relations can be drawn I'rom these uncertain 
memorials. 

Tiberius was the first of, .‘he Ronjan emperons who at¬ 
tacked this nation, which nie.st Itave been |»Jwcrfu) at that 
period, as aceortiing to Strabo; it. armed 2Oi),OO0 combat¬ 
ants, whom the svvoid of tile KomaiiS reduced to the num¬ 
ber of 40,000. ' ; 

The Dacians pres‘''rved their liberty so long as the nations 
«f Germany coiuiimcdno make diversions in itieir, favour; 
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blit at the death of their king Decebalus, Wallaclila anti 
Moldavia suhiriilted lo the yoke of the ttonqucror. 

The litiman en;|ierors esialilislicti colonics in those two 
roimiries, as their'po|>iii!ition had been considerably dimi¬ 
nished by continncd wurliire. Some hi-torians assert, that 
these colonies w’cre cotnjjost d of prostitutes and vagabonds 
of differenl desfiipiittns; this is iiy no means improbable, 
and Rome, although she was at liitit timt' iiiisircss of the 
world, could not boast of a inos o idusti lous origin. 

'JVajan coiistructed a stone lo idee, ol more than five hun¬ 
dred falli iins in l(“ti;'(h, ( ver Use Danube, in orclei- to unite 
Bulgaria with the h; nnal uf Crujova. Adrian destroyed 
this brifige to arrest the [trogiess of the barbarians (probably 
Sclavonians) who came from i\jQ:isi%. These began aeain 
to make their a|)[)eai;riiee in the iwellih eeutury, and estab- 
lishecf the eentK- of their power in VVallaehia, Moldavia, and 
Bessa?abiii. 'liieir mimerou.s liordes adv^imud with irre¬ 
sistible force, like wares whieh llie wind impels Ifoin north 
to soiilh ; and, dmiug several eerituries, Adrianople, and 
even Constantinople, were t .sposed to the incursions of the 
Moldavians and 'A alho liiaiis. united with t'he Seiavonians 
of Bulgaria. But tliese iuroails of bai hariuus, who had 
ahandoned .Asia to inumlaie Mu rope, had iheeri'ei t of the sea, 
which in deluging tlu' eo:is; expose-d to Us eiuroachmeiits, 
retires from ilie opposite hank. 'I'iie place which r-o many 
warlike naiioHs had left unoccupied, in abandoning tlieir 
homes, was taken possession of by hordes of adventurers, 
who had come from a-more distant and more populous 
The 'I’jirtars pursuing their v^tgrant course from 
desert to desert, appioaidied towards Europe, spread them¬ 
selves over the ceiure of Asia^ syid .appeared gn the confines 
of Italy. Geiigis Khan traced back his steps ; and two 
pwarms of Tartars invaded Hungary and ancient Dacia; the 
one in 123.*!, the other in 1236 'I'he inhabitants of VVal- 
liichia at)d Moldavia, the latter of which was at that time 
known by the name of Cumania, took refuge with ihcit 
flocks in Hungary, to escape the dangers with which these 
insatiable and inexh,austibie Jiordcs continually threatened 
them. They put themselvg.'i under the protection of the 
kings of that country, wht) at that period took the title of 
princes of Wallachia and Cumania. 

The incursions of the Tartars ceased^at length, under the 
reign of Bela, and Louis the I'iist, kings of llungary. Thft 
Wallachian nation, whicii had taken refuge in Transylva-* 
Itia, retmned to its Datitys country under the guidance of 

i a 
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the chiefs Rudolph end Bogden, who were ^st.inguished hy 
the Sclavonian liile Waiwod. Rudolph, sirnanied the Black, 
established himself in the tract of country which is situated 
between the rivers Aluth and Siret, and this country is 
Wallacitia, properly so called, ile and his successors re¬ 
built the cities of Campolungs, Curti d’Argis, Targonitz, and 
Bucharest, which afierwards became, at different epochs, 
the residence of the Waiwods. 

Rudolph was probably a descendant of the Sclavonian 
princes who reigned in Servia, as his nephew, Dan Ressa- 
raha, succeeded him on ine throne of Wallachia without 
opposition, and left it to his posterity. 

The names of those princes prove them to have been of 
Sclavonian origin : ih<? Sclavonian language was made use 
of in all the public acts, in the inseripiimi.s, and in the 
liturgy of Wallachia. The Boyards, a wTrud which c^nres¬ 
ponds to our Knight, constituicd tin: nobility of the 

country, and probably descended from Sclavopians, the 
last conquerors of the country. 

The remainder of the WaJlachians, that is, the subjects, 
■were probably descendants either of the Rotrians, or of the 
ancient Dacian.s. 

Bogdan,the other chief of the emigrant Wallacbians, pas¬ 
sed from 'I’ransylvania into Cumania, which at this lime 
took the name of Moldavia, from tiie name of a river which 
passes through it; or Bogdania, from the name of its chief, 
which name the Turks give it to this day. The cities of 
Sorocca, Romanofl', and Jassi, were bttillby Bogdan. Un¬ 
til that period, Wallachia and Moldavia enjoyed^ untl,erjheK- 
beredhary princes," a uniform legislation and civil institu¬ 
tions, which were calculated Ip ensure the liberty of the 
subject. * 

My object is not to give a chronological list, or histori¬ 
cal account, pf tli^e sovereigns who reigned in those coun¬ 
tries, but to fix the epoch w lien the fallacious policy or am¬ 
bition of some of the Boyards involved them in slavery and 
misfortune. 

It was in the year 1526, that Lt'wis the Second lost his 
life al the battle of Mohatz, which was gained by the Turks. 
The th fone of IJungary was at that period vacant, and the 
country too much occupied by its intestine divisions, to he 
able to lake an active purlin tbe-affairs of t(ie neighbouring 
states. * '• 

The influgnee of Hungary and Poland in Wallachia and 
Moldavia, l^d given umbrage tp the Boyards, who deter- 
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mined to avail •themselves of the opportunity which pre- 
Seuted itself if> as£('rt. tijcir independaiice, and llieir ambi¬ 
tion completed that which the uuiulincss and inconstancy 
of their character had hej^iin. 

'I'hev opposed the execution of the will of Niagul 
Bessaraba, who Itad Icll liis throne to Ins infant son Theo¬ 
dosius. 'I'he inheritance of the regal dignity was disputed 
bv numerous prelend< rs; and some Boyaids, who were as 
ambitious^ but less powerful, than tlicir competitors, soii- 
cited the aid of the I’urks; hni, instead of obtaining useful 
Iriends, they gtive tliemselves imperious and unrelenting 
masters. 

The Porte left the Whi'llacbians and Moldavians in pos¬ 
session of no other privilege hut that ^)f electing their sove¬ 
reigns, and even tlie •right oi' exercising this i’nnction was 
but ol^hori durr.tidn ; the Wallachians lost it in J714, when 
Constantine Hrancovani was behetided at*Co*islantinop!e. 
The Moldtivians lost it in 1711, the epoch of the revolt of 
prince Cnniimir, and o*' his llight into Russia. Jt is at this 
period that the dyiitisty of the Greek princes conimencc.s. 

Kicolas Manrocnrtlato, the son of i\lexander, who was 
plenipotentiary oi' the INule at the peace of Carlovitr, was 
the first Greek who reittined in Wiilhichia. 

'i'he throne which was thus become the patrimoi,y of the 
Greeks of the I'aiial, and wltich was at once the reward of 
their intrigues, and the punishment of their ambition and 
perfidy, was held out for sale at the Seraglio, almost from 
year to year, and was given to the highest bidder. 

flow take a cliorographieal view ol Wallachia and 
Molda via, in Older to obtain a correct icfea of the object of 
the cupidity of the KussianSj^ ajid of the soyciUide of the 
'I'urks. We shall afterwards speak ol the inhabitants, who, 
whatever may be the result of the contest, will inevitably 
experience all the calamities of a conquered nation. 

'J'he Krapacks, which are a continuation of a chain of the 
Alps, traverse Bulgaria on one side, and alter uniting them- 
sel ves with IMoiior limmus, which is called Balkam by the 
Turks, lose themselves lu the JBlack Sea ; on the other side, 
tin- y separate Moldavia and .\^al!acbia from Transylvania, 
stretch out through the cerKre of Poland, and e.\tend as far 
li': the coast of the Baltic Sea. 

Their summits are coveted with snow, and they contain 
rich mines of iron and gofd; but the ignorance of the princes, 
and of the nation in general, or the fear'of exciting the 
cupidity of the Turks, haj hitherto prevented the exploia- 
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tion of thrm. Veins of i,he most beautiful marbles, and ia- 
tiiiiie varieties ot calearious s|)ar, of opales, 8Cc. &e. are , to 
be ibitnd :ri ever}’ jrart of tlietii ; and craters of extinct vol¬ 
canos, and mineral substances wliicti have evKlently under¬ 
gone the action of lire, are to be met with in every direc¬ 
tion. 

. The passage whiclt leads from Wallaehia intoTr.ansylvania, 
is called the Vekano; ii is the iiiosi frequciiied o! all tlie 
roads in ihis eotiiiu v, hut it can only he travolied on hoise- 
back. 'r.irreiits. \vlii!'h ne-hrii/wn the sij(nv-c(>v-v,ied moun- 
taiiis, ami Isu^e inasse^ of rock, wiiii ii are Ei!S(.*',,-iided over 
iVigliifni preeij’icc., i’orm liio liaief;;! ioniis of the twotoun- 
tries; and the wm/dcii cro sses ni’ Vi ailuchiu, and imperial 
cagie of 4astria. aie t'se (s-nly e-bj-. cts uhich h stify tiie em¬ 
pire ol' maa over llie eiUsiiap'an c j'ro.n tbs lotiy sum¬ 

mits of ih'se i. oiiiitaii:.-. tile ’.'ii W < .s'emfs ovei an iurt’nerise 
plain, vt !i chr is j,nti rsi)« iseci with i'm-o-st., ai.'d iiiiersected by 
rapid rivtrs. IXiiinerous tlocks, v.l.ieli ctJiiie down front 
ihe inouniains to seel: fur siKlt' r Irom the cold, on the 
banks of tlic Daiiiihe, bror./e <ni tin' scanty litinage, 
wiiich is, in many places, < i)\cr(,f! wiiii sm-w , are driv< ii 
by the siiejriicrds roiiiul slacks of dry io'h.'cr, which has 
been collccttd in .snnuncr. I’lic-e slieplicrds wear a 
jacket and pantaioons of a km! <d' white woollen 
Stull, over tvhicli iltcy iliruvv an entire sheep's skin; the:y 
cover tiuir lieads with a bonnet of iamb’s skin, and in this 
dress, which gives them more tlie ap[ie-jrance of beimis, 
standing on t eir hind legs, than of men, they coniinu- 
aliy drive their flocks ronnd the stacks of foddci;, 
them from being benninhed hy the cold, and beat the 
onpw from their Inuks with, long poles, to prevent it from 
iinaiiy crnsliing lliem imd< r its we ight. Sncli is the spec¬ 
tacle which Wuilacliia and Moldavki jncscnts JVoin the goUi 
jof December to the 20th of Februarv ; during which space 
of time the thennometer frequently descends to fifty degrees 
below the freezing point. 

But a.s soon as the snow; disappears, rich meadows and 
immense forests, with tlie mpsi luxuriant foliage, present 
themselves Ur the view. 

The summits of the mountain® are covered with variouB 
kinds of and poplar, white mulltcnies, beech, cirri, 

ash, and ifek trees, ^ruw on iheif sitlcs, and in the vallies 
on tlte hanks of the rivers. 

The cherry, apple, vind pear trees, are covered with 
blossoifts.: Nature yields her stoijes with a prodigal hand,, 
but the Waljanhian’does not profit by her bounty, for he h 
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a slave, and can only find salVty in ofiscniity. Wliiht ISa- 
'iTti'e. displays all her cdtarnis lo excite the admiration of man, 
and compensate him for Ins toils, the \Valhu i!;:in conceals 
himself, and l.lie little whicii he possesses, under ”'rou nd, 
lest lie should fall a victim lo the ruj’-iieiiy o!' the Turks. 
There are no farm-houses whicii "ive an idea of opulence 
or comidrt, or present, the wearied traveiicn- vviiii tlie hope 
of a Imspitabie rermptioii. 

With the excetJiion of a few dcpopnlaifd citic’s and mi¬ 
serable villages, the only S;;d:itatious of man are suhterrane- 
ous huts, situated as di-i ;iit as possible from the high 
road. 

The principal ngrii nilural products arc wheat, harlc}', 
Indian wheat, [leas, vcti’hes, and be^ns. Cucunibers, uie- 
lons, water nieions, flud asfiaragns grows sprinlancouslv. 
The asparagu.^, wlnfli grows in the islands of flic Danube, is 
remarkable for the dciuaicy of its llavoiir. "i'lic»Ldium con- 
valliuin, the cailiesi flower of spring, may he seen here in 
all its beauty, and roses are in great abinulanee, but they 
are simple and without siiu li. .At every step the traveller 
contemplates wiili admiral ion tlie beauty and abundance of 
nature, but also at every step he has reasons g' accuse the 
indolencfe and injustice of man. The !ti!]s .are covered 
with vines, and the wine wliich they produce is of an e.\cel~ 
letit quality, particularly that of Adohesti in Moiriavi ,, and 
of Sacrovana and Rimnick in Wallachi-^. The art of mak¬ 
ing wine is not belter understood in those two principalitie.s 
than the other necessary arts of life. 'J'lie best growth are 
to.Transrylvania, Poland, and R^u.-itia. 

The traveller frequently sees several huge trees standing 
together, which have been hollowed out bw the hand of 
man; these are the < •.dcbratccl hives of WalTachia, which 
furnish immense quamiMcs of hom y, and aba that peculiar 
kind of wax which is so much esteemed iliongimut all 
Europe. The bees swarm fifteen times, and would niuitiply 
infinitely if they were better taken care of, and if the pea¬ 
sants had not the absurd and barbarous custoiii of killing 
them to get at the wa^ and honey, A spociiicle of a difle- 
rent kind, the noblest and mo.st beuutirii! which can present 
itself, is that of a Moldavian pasture . lound. 

The Moldavian h ’Tscs are much esteemed, and are gene¬ 
rally either black or bay.^ *i’lie stallions^ which are in pos¬ 
session of a colony of Arnienians w ho arc establisiieil in this 
country, are the most esteemed. Smue Boyaids have tVian 
a^hundf^ to two hundAe4®'!^i®s, The liorses are kept out 
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in the open air the whole year; in summer they are driven 
to the pasture grounds^ and in the snowy sea'son they feed 
on dry fodder, whicli is heaped up in stacks; ten mures are 
generally given to a staUion, who never’quits tliem, and de¬ 
fends them agiiinsi the beasts ol' the forest. It frequently 
happens in winter that the studs are scattered about in «lif- 
ferent directions in quest of food. Suddenly one of the 
stallions neighs, and the others immediately answer; the 
mares and i'oals hasten to the spot from which the first 
neighing issued. The miyes form a circle with their heads 
turned inwards, in the midst of wiiich the foals stand. The 
stallions gallop round the circle neighing and snorting with 
tail and mane erect; the cause of the alarm was perhaps a 
wolf, which generally retires as soon as he perceives that the 
horses are prepared to receive him, but sometimes has the 
hardihood to attack them.- 

The mountainc are inhabited by a race of men of robust 
make and healthy completion. 'I’boy are not deficient 
eithes in strength or courage; they are passionately fond of 
the chaoe, and attack the most ferocious bears of the 
Krapaeks with intrepidity : these mouatains abound in bears, 
wild boars, stags, and shamoys. The woods are filled with 
roebucks, stags, and hares. I'lie wlioie country is ravaged 
by wolves. Black game, moor game, partridges, pheasants, 
and quails arc to be met witli in great, abuudaiice. In the 
beginning of spring, the stork returns vvilh' the swallows, 
and builds his nest in the crevices of rurc|^, ot retiirhs to tlje 
nest which he had built the, preceding year. They are 
never molested by ,f,be inhabitants, who have ,a aipe«S;at:o£fs 
■weneration for them, and consider them birds of good omen. 
The woods of,Watldcbia seem to be the native country of 
the nighnngales. ’ * 

No plcasuie can be mote captiy^ng to an uncorriipted 
mind, than that which is weated by the aspect of the ro¬ 
mantic vallies which are watered by the l/anube. If the 
traveller, who is sensible the beauties of natnre, wander 
fo*th at the hour of midnight, >when the pale light of the 
moon gives ing|ii?ased majesty to tte tufted groves, whose 
trembhng folitsige seems to wove in unison with the melo¬ 
dious tones of^tne nightingale; he \vill feel his mind cle-,. 
vated by a>s^mtnicnt of religious awe, and he will enjoy one , 
of those i(||feiy occurring ialcrvaTs of bliss, which neither 
the varit^^easures of populous cities, nor the enjoyment of 
public e^ktaiunients, flor all the art of civirmed itian can 
eoual. to this sweet and sokma scene, the most fre- 
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.tnendoHs and .fatal accidents ensue*. At the monlent when 
an abundant harvest is on the point of realizing th'e hOpes 
of tlie unfortunate \Vallachfaa, a black cloud suddenly ol)- 
scnros the horizon, .and covers the golden Crops with a veil' 
of calamity and devastation. 

■ ^'*e purest.sky, the niost fertile soil in a word 

the most highly'favoured tnnintries of the earth, be subject, 
by an unaccountable, bat inval'iabie (jr-.ier-of i'rovidence, to 
peculiar disastefs. India has’.its deluges of-rain, the An¬ 
tilles httve tlieir tempests, 'IHtrlapy- is devastated by th6 
plague, and Mold.tvia aiul.Wallachia by clon(l.s of locust5li. 
'J'bey inundate th.esc bcantifid- pfbythVcs,'and* wbeii once 
they have blade tlicir appearance, th«iy continue for several 
years devouring the pr.oduee of the earth, in regul-ar, and,as 
if wer^ systeniatic.progression. ■ As soon as all is ct»iisumcd 
they pass over tiie Krapaeks, and reeomnienec lift ir ravages 
in Transylvania, whore whole regiments ifte "nhploycd'by 
the government in dispersing tlieni, by'liring cannon and 
iighiiiig firys in diil’ereilt liireeiious. Sometimes these 
clourls of locusts avail themselves of a strong wind to rejiass 
Ui.e .Danube, aiid return-into j\sia; but if tbe wind veer 
about during, their'course, the. innumerable shoals clash 
against each other, they fall dead to the ground, and the 
coasts of the ’Black Sea are on these occasions covered with’ 
them to the depth of several inches. 

immen.se quantities Of black' cattle are bred on the pas¬ 
tures of Moldavia and Wallachia.' The Vallies are watered 
bl ^sever al rivefk which empty themselves into the Dniester 
ano inB*i>atmbe. The names of the frincipal of these 
rivers are, the Pruth and the Siret in Moldavia; the Argis, 
tbe AluUi, arid the Buses, jn W«f11aehia, toge«ber with the 
Ilibnik, whose wafers a’rq brackish ; tl^- Salowaitea and the 
DuniliOwitza, the latter of which pass'iis by the Bucharest, 
and is said.to pi’ssess.the virtue of the,fabulous Lotus, that 
of Hiakiiig foreigners"forget.their native country. “ Dum- 
bowitza,” Sivy'S an ancient Waltaclfian proverb, “ He who 
has drank of thy delicious watefs cannot quit thy;,.bafiks.” 

I confess that tbe wattfr of the’Dumbowitja did not produce 
that effeet oil me. These inltneiise massed of water cause 
dreadful inuudatioos, tyhich would be still more destnn-tive, 
if the culture aerd population o.f the country wete in propor¬ 
tion to' tile extent of territory and fertility ol the soil. 
Souihert) Vvinds generally prevail in.tlic niOnlli ot June, arid 
hi" ihg .'a bund ant rains ; and it is singuJur that at this perio^i, 
" eAStyfeNBA'S'SKN.] M ■ 
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it rains regularly at the same hour every day, and after the 
rain has ceased, the sky becomes perfectly pure anti serene; 

Tlie same winds prevail also in the Archipclagus, and 
yepel the waves which the Black Sea sends into the Medi¬ 
terranean by the Bosphorus. The rivers which empty 
themsc'v'es into the first of those reservoirs, inundate the 
whole of the Hat country through which tho}- pass, and 
form immense lakes. 

Few countries furnish such abundant quantities of pit- 
coal, yellow amber, bituipen, and nitre. It. is this last sub¬ 
stance, with which tiie soil is too much impregnated, that 
occasions,the e.vcessive cold which is o.vperieiK'ed in Mol¬ 
davia ; a second cause of this cold is the want of all slteltcr 
of mountains or forests on the side of Kussia; nothing pro¬ 
tects it from the icy emanations whitdi it constantly receives 
from the deserts in the north of Europe. 

Tlic langitagw of Wallachia is a corrupted Latin. 

The principality of Wallachia, which extends from 
Fosciani to the Alnth, and which comprises the Bannat of 
Crazova, is called, in the language of the country, Jiara ru- 
jnanesca, or Roman empire; and the peasants are called 
Ruman or Romans, to disiiiiguish. them horn the noblemen 
or Boyards. The word Roman is become a term of con¬ 
tempt in Wallachia, as in Gic ce ilio word Romeos. Thus 
the degradation into which states fall, is extended even to 
their names. After having entered imp these details, w'hich 
relate to the country alone, I shall ’give some account of its 
present inhabitants. .■». 

The population of ^Vallachia and Moldavia** 
abPut a million, but the irregular manner in which the 
taxes are levied, renders ifcdifficult to ascertain its amount 
with precision. The usual inode.s of calculating the popu¬ 
lation of a country are wholly uiakhowfi to the Turkish go¬ 
vernment, afid cannot be well Applied to this countiy,"^.as 
the mass of the inhabitants possess no laiuled property. 
The clergy are in possetislpa of a third part of the land, 
end the remainder belcmgstp the prince and Boyards. The 
ipapitalion taj£,,i3 not so mucinlevied ron the inliabiiants se¬ 
parately as on the villages. .Tt is supposed, fog instance, 
|hat a certain village contains a‘hundred.hefirths, and in this 
ptisp it is sublet to a tax of four hundred piasters. If the 
nuniber o^Oh'’^hs greater than that at which it has beeti 
pstimatedi the tax is easily collected without the interfer-r 
fnce ptAp^j.sprannikj'or goveynbr of the district; the pear 
thesqpi vyhiejs each family is to pay, fall 
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out amongst.tbt’inselvesj and generiilly terminate tlieir de- 
jiSerations by a battle; the Poncalabo, v.ho fulfils ilie func¬ 
tion of curate, carries the money 10 tlie rcceiv'cr general. 
But when government supposes a greater number of lieartbs 
in the village thart it really contains, the inhabitants make 
remonstrances, "which are never paid any atlcn'ion to, and 
then emigrate in a body to stune adjoining country, or to 
A illages which are in artother district, and frequently e.vpe'- 
lienee the same oppression tlie Ibllowing year. It will 
easily be perceived, that under si*ch an administration, sta¬ 
tistical knowledge must be in a very imfierfect state. The 
Porto makes extraordinary demands from time to time, and 
on these occasions the prince levies jun additional tax', frotn 
which even the Boyajds and convents are not exempted. 
•The i’orte also deijves a considerable revenue from the mo¬ 
nopoly of,different articles of commerce. 

Galacyi, situated on the Danube, at the ^Ktremity of the 
peninsula which is formed by the Pruth and the Siret, is 
the only port of Moldavia. It is to this spot that the inha¬ 
bitants, according to a firman of the Ottoman'Porte, are 
obliged to bring their cattle and corn for sale, .lustiee is 
still more unknown in those parts, tlian in the celebrated 
fairs on the banks of the river, where the Pnssians and 
Chinese vie with each other in roguery, and where it is said 
that the latter acknowledge themselves to be vanquished Bi 
the art of cheating. At Galacy, the janissaries, and even 
Greeks, who 4ire provided ;wifn the formidable firman, fix 
tl ^e pric es of the articles which they purchase, make use of 
false vic^ghts and measures, and spare neither menaces nof^ 
ill treatment to obtain their purpose, and the unfortunate 
peasants are obliged to return vfith whatever %uni of money 
the purchasers may havp tliought proper to give them, and 
consider themselves peculiarly fortunate if tht^' do not bring 
back the plague with them to their native homes. In gene- 
ral.there are few countries in .which the situation of the 
peasant is much more cAlamil'ous.t The Hospodar, w hose 
protection he vainly hopes to purchase by tlie enormous 
taxes which he pays,*is neithfir'powerful enough to defend 
him against the subject^ of^tllt; Porte, nor sufficiently gene¬ 
rous to protect him against the injustice of the Boyards. 
Oppressed and plunderec|, by one and the other, and in 
doily dread of being robbed of his oxerr and instmmenis of 
Husbandry by the tax-gatherer, he ^las recourse to the per¬ 
fidious assistance of u.surers, the interest of. his debts accu¬ 
mulate, he sells his stabdftig crops for a few piasters, and 
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his ruin is speedily completed. At length he is obliged to 
work for his unfeeling ereditofus, nnd ihe scanty sustenance 
with which they think proper to furnish .him is scarcely suf¬ 
ficient to proldng a miserable existence. None but the cri- 
juinal, who is condemned to labour in the mines of Mexico 
or Dalecarlia, can envy the lot of the unfortnuate Walla- 
ehian; for although his labours bo unproductive, they at 
least do not deprive him of the lig!i< of day.' 

The e.xternal app-ear.uicc -of the Wallachians, fonns a 
singular contrast with thp state of degradation iu 
they live. Their manly countenance;, the axe v^hirh is •rus- 
pepded from their girdle, the sheepskin, which is thrown 
across the left shouhjer, and fastened on tiie brca.stj re¬ 
minds one of the old Rbjnati attire; the buskins whicli they 
wear, all serve to give an idea tin t tlie Waiiachiaus are a 
poor but warlike people, and one is indignant to hiid so 
jgiuch weafenCss trnd' piisillatiiinity, under such a bold and 
dignified exterior. lint although the oppression, under ■ 
wmich they have so long laboured, has degraded their eba- 
Vacter, it has not been ptpahle of obliterating those exter¬ 
nal traces of energy ail’d independence with which nature 
has impressed them. ' ; . 

Since these provinces have lost tlicir independance, there 
have been many'instances of Greeks withdul either bivlh or 
tftlent, being raised by means of money or intefe.st to the. 
rank of Hospodar; but the same means frequently hurl 
them from their elevation, aiid plailge them into.their Idr- 
mcr obscurity. This prosperity, soinetimes does not last 
longer than,three er four days; and it is motseKtra«ffHli1$y 
that these ephemeral-sovereigns characterize their pre-. 
carious reignst-by alkhe insokntefHid pride%f upstatt^rower. 
The lioyards .^[iproach the Hospodar with fear and trem¬ 
bling; tlie most distinguislied of them are'rauely admitted 
to the honouf of kissing his hand.- 'J'iie boldest 0 / .them' 

, n?ake a sign of the cross vvh^p they nrg admitted into'-his. 
^presence; implore the prtpteetjpn of their tutelary sainf, and 
bend to the ground to ki^iS'bis^dOt, or the bepa of his gar¬ 
ment, He is environed by nll^'tbfeeh'feigns of sovereignty; hp 
has'jiages, chamberlains, a guard 6 ( two hundred Albivnians 
©r Servians, a kind of militia vvluch p*'ilxtremely brave,, and 
ittiagnificently dr’essed; P bandof Ttrflfish music plays twice 
a day before his dexjr, as is the ensthW in GonsCfintinoplojr 
before the door, of the seraglio; and of all tjie<priv%gbi 
which theJIp^odar- enjoys, it is 40 this that he attache^. 
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tiie greaiesi importance, as it is the most flattering to his 
vanity. 

But the pride of the Hospodur is completely bumbled 
by the piescnee of the meanest of ,the Turkish officers. 
W henhver a person of this description arrives in Wiiila'chia 
or Moldavia, which is i^’etpiently the case, he pays a visit to 
the prince to receive the customary presents, and as always 
received witli distinguished honours. A still greater humi¬ 
liation awaits ihe'Hospodar when the arrival of a Pacha of 
three tails, such as the cpminauda^t of Choezim or Bender 
. is announced. The jwince is obliged to go out to mef!t him ; 
and a.ssoou as iic,pereeives him at a distance, Ije dismounts 
from his horse, kisses the liein of his ’pellisse in the most re¬ 
spectful manner, and aceoinpaiiies hiffi on fool. Arrived at 
bis own palace he darcS not take a seat until the Pacha has 
rjpspe.ciTuily invited liiin to do so- He willingly submits to 
these humiliations, for he knows that the .tfaciia may be¬ 
come Grand Vizir, and would then have abundant mciins ot 
revenging himself on any Hospodar wtio shopild have beea 
.deficient in respect towards hhn. Tiie Pachas frequeiilly 
repeat these visits, as they are accompanied by maguiticent 
p'resents, which the Hospodar never fails to offer> nor his 
guests to Accept. But tire mo.st fatal visits .which the iiriuce 
receiyes, are those of the Capidgi Bachi, who never comes 
but to depose him, or to demand his head. During t ighty 
years there have Been sixty hospodars deposed In Walla-hia 
and Moldavia, and tWGnty-five.;b&heade,d, drowned, hanged, 
. assassinated, or’poisontj^l, by ip^er of the Porte. 'J’lie C.i- 
wiio.are euti'usted with thes^orders, which are 
called firiiians, execute them in wdiatever manner tliey can, 
as ihey aipe in danger ofl being, anticipated b'i those whouj 
they are, ordered to 'tiiake'.away with. In this uianin r pe¬ 
rished (Gregory Ghicca;*but it is difficult t j say wlieihei 
his conduct, on the mode which ivas taken ur punish him, 
were more infamous. 

* One of his most intiedate friends, who was invested with 
the title of inspector of the forties^ of Choezim, was sent to 
'him on-this occasion4 fioT itft the custom of the Porte to 
give some ostensible character to the Capidgi’s, who arc 
charged with these secref comniissions. The friends of 
Ghicca at Cobstantiaople had written to him# to warn him 
of the hostile intentions pt’the Diyau, lyit could not spccity 
tlie person who was to be charged with the ixeeution of its 
purpose. As soon,as Ghicca hcai’l of the arrival of hiS 
IViend, who.prelendcd illness, he set out from his palace to 
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pay bira a visit, but receivet! on tlic way a ktter from the 
Hospodar of VVallachia, warning liim to be on his gnnrd- 
He paid no attention to this fiicudly hint, and as if he were 
destined to aid the purposes of liis enemies, iie went, con¬ 
trary to custom, unarmed, and did not suffer the captain of 
his Albanian guard, who accompaflied him on all occa¬ 
sions, arid who was remarkable for his courage and bodily 
strength, to enter along with him into the apartment of his 
sick friend. After the pretended invalid had conveised witli 
him for sotne time with, affected cordiality, he asked liim 
for a pinch of snuff, but pretending not to like that which 
Chicca offered him, he desired one of his servants to bring 
ill some snuff of a different quality, which was in a box in 
another room. The Turk soon returned and (nesented it 
^ Ghicca, and at the same time dre‘w out a poignard, with 
w’hich he stabbed him twice in the breast. Clhieca, wl*o 
was strong Mitk active, made an effort to leap out of the 
window, but several Turks rushed into the room at this ino- 
ineiil, and dispatched him. His head was cut off, sent to 
Constantinople, and exposed, according to custom, for 
three days at the gate of the seraglio. His body was given 
to his family, and his property was seized by the Sultan. 

After having spoken of the people and the princes, I sSiaVi 
say a few words relative to the Boyards. A Greek monk, 
eseaped from his convent, is chosen for their precepior, 
when it is tliought proper to give them one. Their educa¬ 
tion is confined to the study of the Greek, which is the only 
language spoken at court; .and the examples, which are. 
coutiiuuilly beforf. their eyes, in the paternal nrUnsfOlti'^in- 
plele this brilliant commencenieut. They pass their earliest 
years in the society of their fathef’s slaves, who are gipsies 
of both sexes, a destestablc race of beings, who iudulge in 
every siieeies of libehipistn from the earliest infaiiey. 

Even if tht young Boyards were endowed by nature with 
generous seutinients, they could not fail to be corrupted by 
the examples of vice, of ^b.ich, they are continually wit¬ 
nesses. The Boyards, particuiarly those,of Wallachia, are 
fond of dancing, of festive Sports, und of ihe joys of the 
table. .. 

The women are as much addicted to gambling as the 
men, and ihis passion does not embellish them here more 
th^n it does i^othfr countries. ‘ The Boyards, like the an¬ 
cient Greeks' have a singular passion for news; but 1 have 
seen an .account of the‘expences of the prince of Moldavia, 
tbs gfti^tes and different G«rman iiewsirapers, which 
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amounted to jhree thousand three hundred and ninety 
piastres. The Bo^'ards are sometimes animated by the 
most raneorous haired for each other, but this is seldom of 
long duration. When any office of considerable trust or 
etnolnmcnt becomes vacant, tliey exert all their eSbrts to 
supplant each other, the nearest relations do not visit each 
other so long as the crisis* lasts, but as soon as the employ* 
mcnt is disposed of they resume their former habits of in¬ 
timacy. This ambition is extremely natural, and the con¬ 
duct of the Boyards on such occasions forms a very ho¬ 
nourable contrast with the hypocrisy and hereditary hatred, 
tv'hich in more civilized countries, attest so long and in such 
a scandalous manner, that two men ha\^ Jispired at the same 
honour. Tile luxury o,f the male and female Boyards is 
nnhounded. Their .dresses consist of the richest Indian 
stuffs, s/TawIs, sable furs, &c. Both the one ai^d the oilier 
present the most brilliant mdWels of Oricntal*elegancc. The 
women are dressed in tlieTurkish manner; their hair, which 
is cut sliort, and retains its natural colour, is covered by a 
piece of fed or black stuff folded in the form of a turban, 
and adorned with garlaiuls of flowers; 1 liave .-eeu many 
which were covered with diamonds. The graces of a woman 
wiio is dressed in the'Oriental inaniier, have a din'erent 
character fi'om those of European females, but are not ^css 
captivating. This co.stume render| their indolent languor 
peculiarly voluptuous; the Greek women are in genenii ciia- 
lai U rized by a melancholy cast of countenance, v. hicli de- 
♦ ives increased interest from the unequalled bctiuty and aiii- 
matiSrs'^r'thirfr eyes, whose lustre is modifited by their long 
black eye-hishes. When I was at Bucharest 1 paid a visit 
to a person of distinction, whom T foRndsittiug^in the mid¬ 
dle of a large room, smoking a pipe, the head of which 
reached the ground, and was placed on a silver ylate, which 
was at the distance df about four feet from hitift, he held hi.s 
pipe with one hand, an’d with the other he signed several 
papers which were presented to , hitn. At the end of the 
apartment eight or tgii Wallachians lay in a reclining pos¬ 
ture, opposite to the same number of female Boyards. By 
degrees the room became fill^d'Vith women dressed in the 
most splendid attire, who «at down with their legs turned 
pndef them, and took up no ijiore room in this position, than 
a French or English female would do in a«slatiding posture* 
They b?,at forward in such a manner.lhat their heads, co¬ 
hered with flowers and precious stones, nearly touched, and 
fps^mbiled tjo tpany lustres, • EoriperJy the piemvent cut to 
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tatt& the air on lior&ebadk only, but. at present German cha¬ 
riots are in general use, and are become a favourite object 
of luxury. During the greater’psirt of the night these 
chariots drive with considerable rapidity through the-streeta 
of Bucharest, which, have’plaiiks Iqid across them as a sub¬ 
stitute for pavement- 

Servants on fooN. like the Itatiarf volmte, precede the 
carriage, carrj’iug flambeaus of Naphtha, which cohtinue to 
burn for several hours. One is terrified and astonished to 
see these carriages drivetwith rapidity over the planks wfiiclt 
are frequently bKtkenand rotten, and are’covered in winter 
•with snow', but it is very seldom that any disagreeable acci¬ 
dents occur, flotwitivstanding the number of concealed or 
visible crevices. When I was at.)assy, 1 lo'dged in one of 
Jlbose splendid palaces, which the uoyards buik] in the 
Oriental stt-Je^and^of which imwards of 1 jO tower miijesth- 
Cally over the other edifices onlhe metropolis of Moldavia. 
The roof, which is nearly flat; projects beyond the fVont 
of the building, and is supported by columns# w;hich form 
an agreeable peristyle oii the-ground flooy, and St bAlcony 
or open saloon in front of the first story/*, JFfequefttly this 
saloon is a hundred feet in- length, adorned in front by a 
tasty balhistrade, and is furnished with,gopha^ which are 
covered with the richest stiilTs,Turkish csttoets,'cushions of 
gold and silver cloth, &*:. The women who Inhabit tlieso 
palaces are, in general, extremely beautiful, and are either 
descendants of the ancien^'Greek families, or natives of 
Constantinople. ’ _. 

They sit on tbhir heels, or recline in a langlwd Rimnner on 
fheip divans, with their Reads' thrown considciably back¬ 
ward. The nien, who are pefinitted to visit them, are always 
half reclined alongside of ^hem, A light-short petticoat 
impcrfectly.ronceals their beauteous fornis, and their bead 
dresses resemble those of the hfglier order of females lit 
Eucliaresl. The female Boyards have always a chaplet of 
pearls, coial, l.nj^is lazuli,.m'agate irr their hands, which they 
make use of with at least as m«cb gtace as onr ladies do of 
fans. They constaritly twine the b&ds of these chaplets in 
Iheir finireis, and are'■aid ib’h.nve lovetlted ajkind of alpha¬ 
bet oiy them, l)jf tfleans of which they communicate their 
secrets.to their lovers and confidants. But akhough it is 
sn easy matter to* ptomise a lea'deRvoits in this manner, it 
is extremely difliciilt-to Carry it into execution, on account 
of the utunber of male and fjthale slaves by which every 
wo.mwii of di-tinction is surrouSdcd. JBach of these slaves 
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by the men slaves wiflgja t»tih^mi«4ov ftiar 
'alave presents liltn a saucer With' ^pfbct of it>ses^ a^oufei 
bfiRsrs him a cup of cOjffee, 'palt a third a glas# of WaW* 
This eeremony is repented at thb hodse of twenty 
If a stranger have ooca^on to visit them, attd it 
bonsidercd an unpards^^le act of lunpolitcness' not to ae* 
cept every thing that is offered dn these occasions.' This 
CoiiVetsation is seldom animated in these circles, for,thh 
precarionsness of life and fortiMi^ and the constant 
tation of the arrival of some fatal ordcf. Cither -from t|)e 
Divan of Constantinople, or froro^the paiaCCdf the Hosp'o* 
dar, occasions an invincible rackincholy. ' ' 

Fifty persons who d^aily meet at ,«*c|[)'6thers houses SCfKi- 
ed to be in constant dread of seein^tipi t^fatal cord amve : 


and one hears every moment, “'Merfe iaiyfathbr was m0- 
Sacted by the emissaries o^the Pof^e r hefe lby*sistef lyCS 
strangled by order of the Hospodat.'’ The yoUng persons 
bf both sdxes who have occasion to ejntet the apaitment qt 
a Boyai^, leavo their dippers at th^ foot oy tb'estaifsijJest 
they ehboW «po|k the beautiful carpets^ pr sally tiie sane* 
tuary in which weiv masters repote; after having executed 
theircommist^on, they walkout of the yoom backwards, 
put oh their ellpper'#, and sit down ip ttcoruer on theiy heete. 
when they ar# ihev arC ci^iCa for bv a clanDibcr of 

bimdsr 

Constantmofie presetstesps i®’' ,»assy, as xon- 

don Bhd Paris do for Ipeyt^buntry f0#8^,^f England and 
Pftnpide. • Yellote W»S ifte faybdrite* cbidw <V the t»u)tanas, 
and W&a gChefally adopted Ihe l^alhs of dnsay wijieo I 
was therp, ' i<ohg pipes of' «iteftA^#bod had, succeeded 
those of •jeSsnra.ine at Constaflfti 
sequetlMy ihade h# of ho 
^tand hbhiiid ftte open oa 
the usd hf tbeii tea«t«r, aj 
liKe BbidiBrfly'Wlp ttevey 
ihdrdefft V L._, 

!S!" TO#* »«§;: 


fipyards eon- 
Vs The ecrfjmts who 
JfehumlfetjM |Mpes tat 
f!SOtelHVW;^t|Uege of 
are IhlJ as 

#dhM oh ytph mbnji 
c4ii>Til4si^,,tUt to.is 



i»imry*lfor''is»e is da 'straight and as thin as 4 
TOjWillarfty of/.th#? dress and manners rebdmr 
-^Jhpb dapittewh'^ .hut make the ngly apptt*** 

. to'Jvroweu in tJieir reclinteg 

eaitrB(faavs£it<3 k 
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tttre, in a room which was not well lighted, T have uecu 
tempted to believe that they, were a numoer cf pelicibcs that 
had been left on the sopba. 

I was once at a ball at Jassjf, at which 1 saw a number of 
Greek, Moldavian, VVallachian, and Turkish dances exe¬ 
cuted ; they seemed all to have no other aim or object than 
tojnspire voluptuoiis ideas. The music is simple, and even 
monotonous; as to the Turkish dances, the allegories which 
they present are by no means equivocal; they are little 
better than the pictures of Arctin put in action ; in fact it 
would be extraordinary ^f the 7’urks had any delicacy in 
their fictions as they have so little in their enjoymeiils. 

Nothing can equal the number of palaces in Bucharest 
and Jassy, if-it be n%t that of the churches and convents. 
All the princes and iiioiiicd men have had the vanity to 
build palaces to perpetuate their memory, and have not for¬ 
gotten to ad,orp the walls vvijji their portraits, and with 
those of the different per.sons of ilieir family. 

The people, in general, are of' the Greek religion, and 
their piety degetierates into the grossest superstition. They 
believe in the existence of sorcerers, magic, witchcraft, &c.; 
they believe that there are people who have the pow'er of 
afflicting their enemies with sickness, or withering a tree 
by a single look; this idea of the inrluenee of a malevolent 
lobk, exists throughput the whole of the Levant. The 
Turks hang ostrich eggs on their kiosks, to divert the in¬ 
auspicious look, and the WallacbitMiis hang a ,clove of garlic 
about their children's necks for the sapne purpose. Credulity 
is in all parts of llie'^orld the phildof ignorance j, 
most lamenmble superstition hfre, isthatof the famous Vam¬ 
pires, so well knowp to jOop CalmeL It is a productive mine, 
which the prTcsts worir'with'considefahle industry; but I 
shall npt enter into the details of their conduct, out of re¬ 
spect for the,religion which they dishonour. The'women, 
of the lower classes of society have a melancholy dejected 
air, and seem to regret that they are condemned to give 
birth to victims who are demoted ,to misfortune. The smil¬ 
ing animated countenaiihes pf the; phiidren, forms a singu¬ 
lar contrast with this gtooiSty discontent, and undefined me¬ 
lancholy. Their parents ornament their heads with ail 
the pieces, of money which they are possessed of;, and this 
is the reason why all the coins to bgmet with in this coun¬ 
try have holes itt them. The yo‘ung girls are extreijtely 
animated, ^|-,jpassion»tely fond of dancing, and lotre to 
adorn with fipwers. 2^heir mothers watch 
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with uni emitted vigilance, for it would be Eti everlasting 
blemisli on th?m, if thtdr husbands, not finding thekn pos¬ 
sessed of proofs of their chastity on the bridal night, were 
to send them back to their families. 

When once they are married, neither the mothers nor 
the daughters seem to attach much iin portancc to conjugal 
fidelity. 

A singular custom existed in this country some 3 'ears 
ago, even amongst t!ie upper classes of society, which I un¬ 
derstand is genera!U regretted, although it is wholly: abo¬ 
lished. On the bridal night, when riiodest}' and love main- 
tuiu a contest with each other, which generally’ terminates 
as agreeably to the vanquished as to the conqueror, the 
relations of the bride ran after the J'ounger brothers and 
nearest relations of thd bridegroom, to avenge on them, as 
they said, the sufiei'ings of the bride. 

At the end of the year the family assemyeckto celebrate 
the anniversary of the marriage, and the sarne ceremony 
recommenced; but the relations of the husband were al¬ 
lowed to purchase an exemption from the threatened ven-, 
geance, by a present of wine. 

The Wallachians, with the exception of tlmse who inha¬ 
bit the mountains, are of a weak constitution, and seldom 
live to a very advanced age. Tlteir weakness may proba¬ 
bly arise from their mode of dwelling in subterraneous huts,-; 
in order to be less exposed to the eye of plunder; it may 
also be caused by the abuse of pleasuirds, to which they ad¬ 
dict themselves at an early age, and by'the frequency of 
viJwoical, diseases, which they do not know how to treat. 
Tyranny renders them distrustful, timi^, and abject; the 
perfidy, injustice, and oppresgioit of which, they are con¬ 
stantly the victims, render it necessary for ftem to have 
recourse in their turn to*dissimu!atioQs»<l dishonesty; in a 
word they appear* to be as much deserving •of pity as of 
blame. , ^ 

Jass;^, the capital of Moldavlayis situated bn an eftiinencb 
■which is surrounded by still bighef hiljs ; it is watered by 
the Bachlin, an insignificant stream, whose waters are 
muddy, as the inhabitants haye taken no pains to clean its 
bed, or to drain the marsbes which surround the town; 
The wail round the town was built by the hospodar Raduh 
The oity was taken by the Poles under the command of 
Sobieskjf in the j’ear lb8&. Peter tbe Great got possessioA 
of it in 171 1; the Austrian hU 2 ZBrs,*under the command of 
the hospodar Michael lla^owitea, made themselves masteM 

N 2^ ' ■ • 
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of it iq 171 S'; field-Biarsball Rumanzow conquered it in 
4769; the Austrian general Spleoy, io the spring of 1787*- 
qqd the Russian general count Soltikov, took possession of 
it in the autumn of the same year. The monastery of 
GpMa> qnd several of the principal huildings in the city, 
were destroyed by an earthquake in the year 1739; and a 
dreadful fitc which broke out in 1733 consumed the newly 
hoilt houses, together with a great part of the city. I my- 
sqU felt u shock of an earthquake in the year 1790, which 
threw down several cbimnies, aud occasioned openings in 
the earth; which, in soilie places, were betvreen two and 
three feet wide. Jassy contains 60()0 houses, fourteen pa¬ 
laces of the nobility, four convents, forty-three churches 
qqd chapels, and-about >3,300 inhabitants. 

AccorrJing to the surveys made by>‘the Russians in 1790, 
the number of the inhabitants apiouDted’oiil.y to >4,863, but 
scon after, eon^derqble nu^beis wlio had dud to avoid the 
fyry of th^ Turks, were ehco*paged to retuin by the sac- 
cesses of the Russians. 

There are threp monasteries, Qalata, Rormosa, and 
Tschesackznil, and one convent, called Sakof, on the south 


side ol the city, and on tbq farthp^ side of‘the tnarshes, 
•Rhe convent of the Hqly Trinity.jn thp erty, is a large 

f othic building, which was founded in the year ifkb, but is 
Milt in tlie style of the tbirieeuth century. T'hc fiont of it 
is bnilt of large square stones, each pf pbiph has a figure 
carved on it. It was formerly gijderf on thcouWde; but 
she T.itars heaped np a comiderublo quantity of wood in the 
Igjdy of the church* to njelt qfiT the gold* anS by thiswppvus 
'l^e building sustafned a good deal of injury, 

'Rhe relics of Stj Rupnr§iaia were kept here, and were 
Hsuaily exposed tp public view when R was thought uece»» 
Sary to prHy fpr rain. The garmpots pf Sf. John Chrysosr 
tame is ednsidej-ed 9 »e of tl;e, ipost valuable treasures 
which are contained in the church. It is made of cloth, 
whose original colour is np longer discernible, but ip is 
^most covered with goloep crosses, resenabhug those of the 
Creek polyqbrists* Ah fhp treaties Concluded with the 
Rorte were |j^er)y kept h«i;e; bpt ^obiesky burned them, 
and carrie4 ‘auay the rniracnlpus image of* the Virgiq 
Wsry. 

Tbe,«w^ts of the pity ate pawpw and dirty, and are in- 
^sted *n imdieose nu>nher ot insects, jpariicularly tbp 
ipeci#!^ frog called Rapa Bufo; in Russian, Jab; and a 
ffiole, Gryllo Talpa* are but ffw pqiseneiii 
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insects in Moldavia; tarantula’s are rarely to be iftet 
heie; but whiiiQ spid^iSj flies, and gnats are very 
^nd are larger here than in other cov^ntiies- 

The diess of the women of distinetion in Molda^via KC'* 
smphles that which the Kcssmo princesses wore three bW': 
dretjl years ago. 

They wear on the back a IpRg skin, which is of saWe, 
ermine. Sac. according to the riches of the person who 
wears it 

The potwal or girdle is ornameuted with large golden oe 
silver oioaments, and sometimes with precious stones. As 
it IS vciy bioad, it presses the breast upwards, and the belly 
downwards, to such a degree that the,women all look as if 
they v^eie with child, 'inc Qrcek calf the Moldavians C^p 
de Bu,(Os;-l»eads),and*aie in their tnrn entitled by these, 
laveuoi.s vultuies. ‘The byrnick, with which the women 
eiad'eate the bairs from certain patts of tht-ir'hodies, is 4 
mixture of anripigment and hme. A favourite dish of tho 
Moldavians, of which they are extremely proud, is called 
placenta in Moldavian, and jBnrekfcy in Turkish; it is a 
kind of greasy cake, and is cried in tlie streets ol Jassy, by 
the name pt Calda Placenta. As i am on this subject, 1 
shall apeak somewhat rooie at large of the cookery of the 
Muidavians and of the Turks. Aa { heard whilst 1 was at 
Bendei, that a cook, who had formerly been in the service 
pf the Sultan, had set up a kind of tavern or eating house 
theie, and was celebrated for his skill in the culinaiy art, I 
ynade a paity, with somd of my bfo^her ol^oers, to pai Uike 
ot ■3’ dressed and seived id the TnrWisb manner, and 
as we determined to give him full scope for the exercise of 
his ttdfhis, we gave htm a days.’ notice, and left to him to 
flx the price of the eatertainmeiit. We rcpaiied to tlic 
t%vein at the appointed Pour, seven in number, and were 
abewn into a private apartihfnt, whose whole furniture con* 
sisu'd ot a divan made of clay, covered with red cloth. As 
soon as wc had seated ourselvca In the Turkish maimer, 
which we iwand very Inconvenkat, qvr host entered, ac- 
compatntd hy six othes Turks, each of whom caniedin bis 
hand a table about four inches high ; the tables weie set 
before »» on the grovnd, untf we were served with smoked 
•ausages, which were highly seasoned with gaihck and 
Indian pepper j fch«n epm^ first, a kind o& pudding, made 
vf rice, mutton suet, saffron, raisins,^ and currants; 2 d. a 
dried fowl, with sour sauce, highly peppered; 3 d. the cele- 
hjlhmd plaw, dr plkre, which ia rice, with hushed mutton 
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smd iraisins; 4fli. fish stewed in rancid oil; .5th. hVencli 
beans dressed with a considerable quantity of pepper; fitii. 
roast mutton, which was burned to rags. iVftcr we had par¬ 
taken of these different dishes, wc were asked if we wished 
for pastry, and on our answering in the affirmative, a fellow 
covered with filthy rags, entcicd with a basket, and laid a 
t.ind of pancake covered with cinnamon before tis, for which 
we were obliged to pay apart. The most singular patt of 
this entertainment was, that we weie offered neither wine, 
sherbet, nor any other liquor to diiuk, and on our erquiiing 
the cause, the Only answer which wc received, was, “ Kvery 
one must live, such is the will of the prophet.” In fuel, we 
afterwards leqrned, tbat by the laws of Tin key, no pel son 
who keeps an rating house is allowed to sell w i les or otlier 
liquors; howiwei', persons who dine'or sup in houses or tins 
description aie allowed to send for whatever wirt'es they 
think projier; ‘‘but as w^ were not awaie of this, we were 
obliged to content ourselves with wafer, although there was 
an excellent wine-cellar m the neighbouihood ; our dinner 
cost ns fourteen rubles, or upwards of two guineas. The 
Turks, and particularly the Moldavians, aie extremely sober 
and moderate ; the latter raeke a hearty meal on a piece of 
bread .and head of garlick, or a couple of unions. The 
liquor which they usually drink is distilled from the hulls of 
grapes, and has a tolerably good flavottr. In Moidavia 
there tire always stnuU takcfi, called Kalzony, served with 
the soup. ■ ' 

Their Alva dolae is mddeiof unripe walnuts, preserved in 
boney i they se«.m to bav 0 ’adopts this ti*m stlte-dVws. 
Another kind of preserve which is common to the Molda¬ 
vians and Turks, i^‘that'wlijch is made of dried grapes, 
meal, and sngar, kuettded into a paste, ahd made up into a 
cubic form ^ this is Called RuhavLdctim in Turkish, and 
Katdoize in Molfiavian, iBoth the Turks and Moldavians 
are fond of food that is fat, sweet, and highly peppered. 
Sherbet is made eitititt •fl’orn fruit or flowers, which sire 
«lit-into boiling syrop, ’find kept until the whole becomes a 
solid mass, it is then dissolvet^ ip <water, and forms a very 
agreeable bevemge. ' 

There aro'd^iit 12,oeo catholic families in Moldavia, 
thirty of whS^’dive in Jassy, and the surrounding country. 
Tbdy are iMilrr<the' inspection .of the superior of the mo- 
nasterv of^khe Minorites in Jassy, who is himself subordi- 
nate;||^fafe^anciu in Vienna. lie must a}so> in some casce, 
epnfi^^ith the bishop resident in Micopolis. When'the 
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Turk^, in the year 1786, persecuted llie Jews, and put several 
liundrcds cf ihfeni to death, the Oreck canon of the cburcll 
of the Ascension in Jassy gave an exemplary proof of 
Christian charity, by concealing and providing food for a 
number of those devoted victims, at the risk of his own,life. 

Tl}e soil of Moldavia is impregnated with lime and salt¬ 
petre, wliich are unfavpurable to vegetation. The Radix 
Tormeiitilhc, and the Verbascum Thaspus, which grow in 
such abundance in Bessarabia, are rarely to be met with 
hero. All vegetable productions ^ve smaller , and weaker 
here than in Wallaclnii. In the latter land the Juniperus 
Sabina is very abundant, but in Moldavia it is only to be 
found in the gardens near Kukute. On the other hand, the 
Popiiliis nigra grows in abundance heije, and is very rare in 
Wallachia. Liquorice,In Moldavian Ridicine dolce, grows 
only on the frontier^ of the two principalities. The Baehlui 
is fifled with Scordimn, which is to be fouad In no other 
part; and the Nasturtium aquaticum grow only in one spot, 
whicli is a marsh, about the distance of twenty versts from 
Brah low. This plant, the Veronicabeccabunga, and horse¬ 
radish, are the only antiscorbutics known here. I have not 
seen spoonwort grow any where but in gardens, although 
the markets are abundantly provided with iL 

The woods of Roman and ‘Focktschani are filled with the 
Orchis morio, from whose root the liquor <^lled Salep is 
made. The Moldavians grind this!'rpo|Ainto powder, and 
then pour boiling water> mixed with wh^at meal, on it. As 
soon as it has attained the necessalty oonsistepce, it is strained 
‘thrc'-’gK lipeq, then svyeetened yifitb sugar* and mixed with 
ginger, and is afterwards diluti^ with ^ water distilled from 
the Centaqrea benedicta. Uif epusidered a gooAstomachic, 
and almost all the apotbecjiries itt;Jassy sell Salep prepared 
in this manner; The Centaprea hfenedicta grows iq all the 
fields, and the Moldavian ladipp alwayst carry a’small bottle 
of the water distilled frp,in it. " ^ ^ . v 

The. mountains of Jassy apd^liialMli^eh prepuce the Im- 
peratoria ostfuthium^^and the plains in the neighbourhood 
of Jassy and Tschardaqk abound in the Orchis hifolia, Ar¬ 
nica, ^instead of whichihe ignorant physicians of Jassy make 
use of the Hyoseris miniina),' Artemisia poutica, and Tri- 
ticum repebs, which the physicians; make use of instead 
qf Snrsapafilla, White Gfentifth, and ,Ahe Laserpjtiiim 
l^folium grow oqlv in the-arid'disserts of Bessarabla;(-hiftt 
thh red Gentian and Centanry aUundantly in the moi^t 
lands of' Moldavia. The Ckufo virosa., and also the com- 
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ibda kiud, arc m^Je use of a« a teiaeH agaioat th« '<rtmereal 
l^fseavc^ 'fhe MoMavian^ are hjad mz S<illu*d made of th«t 
ilcartdi* cerefblioai, and the llanuncolua fieaua. Thehoasea 
siife ttna^rfy coveretl With tlie Amaranthui caudaths, the 
Chen^podtma vt^lvaiia>attd the Anthencus ramosua. On 
the approach of the tlussiana m i788> the Turks destroyed 
all the gardens and green honlies here; the latter, which 
l^iotiged to the Uospodar and princtphl tiobilitj, vreie the 
liest m Earo{>e^ atld contained a great abundance of &weet 
and Seville ori»age8> lemoos, and lainel trees of an caia* 
ordinary height atld ihicknen*. In the once celehiated gai^ 
den of pt inee Oelean Carttacurenes, I fonud nothing but a 
tew half wilhfered fig-trees. The banks of the Sotschawa 
are in some places powered with birch trees, and in the 
neighbourhood of Batttschan there'is^an extensne planta¬ 
tion of the RicintlSi. The cavities ih th*e mountain/’oetwneit 


^assy and Ro-tfSatchfen, are filled with Lythrnitl Sahearij, 
and liyteopifbltt, and the fields in the neighbourhood of 
KiacbAmn are covered with Erypimuth Alharia. I found 
the iCgupodiofn a|^nve near Oalatha, about 

twelve veists froen Jpss-y. The foreatiof Mfddatfia consist 
chiefly of popKaip, « stnftll Vj^cies of oaitKllnden, hazel, aud 
elms. Pines, and tiirches are scarfc^y ever, to be met 
witli here. The boteoist ateo Ibses si^t of the beautiful 
Salix Babylonica, tm/tttfittjhg the frotttifrs of Bessambia. 

Deer of all hilidsr Wt ,|ittrtit5tilarly -Cervus Dama, 
sTander through the Wodjlfeii^ Moldaviaj ahd great sba- 
inpys, Capra )ff^p|da|ire, idi|)i|eidaviud Caprivatm di munto, 
are tabu dietin the.Ifp^htaini. •• 

The banks of the Baphlut ti|iw so ini^ted with wolves 
that no flovks can he nitore on them. The kind of 
jackal], wbinif is called 4h Bessarahia, is not to 

be found in Meld«Vi|t. ^ T^i^ pp:hctiy rCsemble rtie African 
jackall in fdrmiMld ipa|helftw Spreanun^. f 

The bustards and tlMied.terks, 5sf Umieh f have already 
apoken^ ate fp he fonilpft^Mh tfreat abundance. The Tatars 


ngiiiaes of barbatiauB, hks alhtost alWafS been ac- 
eisiigfatioii of beieti, paft|ct}l%r%i'Of heastk 
MMro stiuice. the iackall i| only to be fhtod hb'lhase 
HPEum^ where Ihg'MOog^ Ta^afV nave i^alded. 
Rsan ct^breserves Its ccloirt* and smal! inouse.*earl 
ut that Of ihefSfltiHw^fbfePettiev df h daiksr cdldht 
ivanttce hi afs, |%eonS sob very rme ih 
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Moldavia, but wild pigeoris, wood-pigeons, turtle-doves, &c. 
are in great abundance. iVll kinds of hawks are to be 
found here. Ever}^ shrub is filled with goldfinches, thistle- 
finches, and red-breasts; nightingales are rare, and bull¬ 
finches not to be met with. 

The Moldavian merchants frequent the fairs of Leipsic 
and Breslaw in Gertnanj, and the different fairs of Poland 
and Russia, particularly that of JSeschin. 

Their trade consists principally of silk stuffs of Turkish 
manufad 11 re, embroidery, Morocco leather, wine, wax, 
honey, skins, fruit, partienlarly plhrns, which arfe of a very 
snperior quality, oxen, sheep, tallow, tobacco pipes, canvas, 
(in Moldavian Tschetare), and various toys made of 
Taxus baceata. Their wines -are sei/t chiefly to Tiunsyl- 
vania, Poland, and Ri».sia; that which is grown at Odo- 
bcchty if nuieli esteemed. 

Russia likewise eunsunies great part of ^h»ir excellent 
wormwood wine. The spnnn, which is somewhat less than a 
barrel, costs about two sliillings English. I’rom ten to twelve 
thousand spanns are exjiorted every year to Russia, where it 
is called Monaslirskoye vino.” The wines which arc grown 
in the neighbourhood of Jassy are weak, and do not keep 
longer than a year.' The sale of tubes for tobacco-pipes is 
an important branch of commerce in Moldavia, and brings 
in about IfiOO pounds sterling annually. Immense droves 
of horned cattle are sent to Russia and Hungary, i have 
myself collected these details from the custom-house re- 
gisiers. 

• Moldavia and Walinchia lie between tbe 41 and 47 
degrees of latitude, and the 44and 4^9° of longitude. 
The SiiY;tb divides these two principalities from nortli-west 
to north-east. Moldavia is 2.1(5 versts in Igpgtn, and 244. 
in breadth. The Jbuth, which is.tire Hyerasos of the an¬ 
cients, divides the principtility of Moldavia int» two nearly 
equal jrarls, from north-west to south-east, and empties it¬ 
self into the Danube. The upper part of the country is 
called Sus, and lower part Sos;.and these two parts are 
divided into fifteen zenuths or,districts; which, together 
with the Raya of Khofin, conmin about 800,000 inhabi¬ 
tants. . . * ■ 

The ecclesi.nstical government of this country consists of 
(he metropolitan of jassy, w*ho, together with the bishops 
of Iluseh and Roeinna constitutes the consistory. iRn*. 
priest is obliged to pay four pieces, called Byr-l^rns, and 
sixteen Paralis, or about eight shillings-and sixpence, yearly 
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to the metropolitan church- This tribute is called " Ar- 
gento di Divotiiin.” In law suits the causes are plead¬ 
ed by the parties themselves, and are decided by the metro¬ 
politan. If the point he dubious, the six Greek books of 
the Armenopolus are consulted. A tolerably accurate idea 
of the learning of the Moldat’iau priests may be formed 
from the fact, that thev re baptised a Calvinist, believing 
him to be a heathen. During the last war, the bishop of 
Catharinoslav had several elementary books of tlie Normal 
schools in Russia, translated into IVIoldavian, and distri¬ 
buted them amon'gst th« priests and public sciiools. The 
abovemeutioned woiks of the Armenopolus is merely 
an abridgment of the Laws of the Greek Fauperors, and 
is sanctioned by the„Divtiu js tiie legal code of Moldavia. 
The Divan was originally composed of twelve members, 
exi lusive of the llospodar, but for some lilnc it has con¬ 
sisted only of five persons, viz. the Logofeth or clfiuiceUor, 
whose salary iS 1000 kas, or about twelve hundred pounds 
sterling a year; the Hettman of Kischenaw or court-mar¬ 
shall, who receives about three hundred and sixty pounds 
sterling a year; the Dwornick di Sus and the Dvvornick di 
Sos, or governors of Upper and Lower Moldavia, each of 
whom receive about three hundred and twelve pounds ster¬ 
ling annually. 

The climate of Moldavia, with the exception of that of 
.Tnssy, is mild and healthy. Several persons assured me 
that the diseases here are nearly the .same as those which 
prevail at Venice. Bilious and inflammatory fevers are 
the principal diseases in spring. Tertian agues prevail froip 
.Inly to Septemlwr; and bilious fever and inflanaiiration of 
the breast are very fatal in autumn. Peruvian bark, provided 
it he preceded by a strong emetic, is found to be of consider¬ 
able service here; but if the emetic be omitted, bark only 
serves to render the disease more'virulent. The exhalations 
from the marshes round Jassy, and the high mountains,which 
impede the free current of air, arc the principal causes of the 
unbealthincss of that city. Thunder storms are truly dread¬ 
ful here. The west wip'd, which blows with considerable 
violence, is always accompanied by heavy rain. Reanniui's 
thermometer frequently ri.ses to twenty-five, and someiimcs 
to twenty-eight degrees in fhe month of May. Cherries 
are already ripe in this month; and apricots, peaches, 
jmelAins, pears, wrtd apples ripcu towards the. latter end of 
June or begiuiiing of July.' 
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Tlic Moldaj'ian Greeks and the I'urks expose their uten¬ 
sils and cloaths in tlie open air, on Si Jolin’s day, in order 
tlmt they may be wetted with the dew of this day. They' 
consider this to be an infallible preventative against the 
plague. Those who wish to have farther information re¬ 
lative to the sui-poscd or real efficacy of this dew, may con¬ 
sult the works of Savary, Timoni, and Prosper Albinus. 

PricaiU, in his woik entitled, “ litat present dc I’Einpire 
Turc,” page J \3, gives as a false staiement of the revenues 
of Moldavia, as he does of the I'iibute which this province 
pays to the Turks, although he pn tends to h;ive derived his 
informatioti irom a Woywode. 1 had long been in pos¬ 
session of the archives of the Hos|^odars, and shall here 
insert the most important statistical and historical de¬ 
tails which 1 have .cofleelcd from them. 1 shall Jit jtresent 
merely present the reader with an abridged history of the 
liospodars of Moldavia, as I purpose puMistiing at some 
fuluTa day, ti inililaiy and historical work relative to the 
piincipality of Moldavia, in which 1 shall treat thi.s subject 
more at large. 

Moldavia pays yearly, reckoning the purse at fifty pounds 
sterling : 

X . I. tK 

1. To the Sultan, 120 purses — 6,000 O O 

2. Wax, 10,000 Okas,or 30,000 pounds.weight, 

is paid-in money — — 833 7 0 

.3. Honey, 10,000 Okas — — l,66f) 14 O 

4. I'ive Okas of glove leather — 83 O O 

5. bi.t liTindied pieces of canvas to cl^uilh the . 

galley slaves — — 2,000 O O 

6. Wax for the arsenal • *— •— « 151 17 O 

7- 'I'allow'for tlie arsenal, 600 quintals 666 7 O 

8. To the Grand Vixier, 15 purses —■ 730 O 0 

p. 7’o the same, for a fur cloak — * 333 7 O 

10. 'I’o the Keaja, or principal steward of the 

Sidtan, two purses and half — ** 125 0 O 

11. I’o the Dcfterdar, or treasurer of the Sul¬ 
tan, five purses *— — 250 O 0 

• 

Phis is the established tribute which Moldavia is obliged 
to furnish: however, various pretences arc imagined to en- 
crease it; for instance, Alauro Cordatci, wht) was only two 
inonlhs Hospodar, w'as- obliged to send 400 pnrsesuS^je 
Sultan, .exclusive of the presents vvhich he made the minis¬ 
ters. T'be city of Jassysis obliged to send leu pursgg to 
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the Porte, and to the Clian of the Tatars, besides the lythe 
of all the sheep which belong to its inhabitants. Tlie Hos- 
podar receives the duties to which wine and salt are subject, 
besides the tythes of all swine and bees. Ilis revenues 
ought not to amount to more than about 80,S.3a pounds 
sterling; however, he contrives by various acts of oppres¬ 
sion and injustice, to raise them to 175,000 pounds, of 
whi: h, it is true, he is obliged to send a considerable part 
to Cousfantinopic, if iie wish to reign for any length of 
time. The following are,the presents which he is obliged 
to make every three years ; 

£. s. d, 

1. To the Sultan on New Year’s day, 150 

purses — — 7,500 O O 

2. To the Sultana Valide, or ^ultaif’s mother, 

SO purses — — ' 4,000" O 0 

3. To the s<i called friend or favourite of the 

Sultan, 10 purses — — 500 O 0 

4. To the Kislar Aga, or chief of the Eunuchs 500 O O 


12,500 0 0 

The presents which are made to the Mufti, the Kaimachan, 
pnd other Pachas are not comprized in the above list, as 
their amount is arbitrary. 

Since the revolt of the Hospodar Mathias, Wallachia is 
obliged to pay 7,600/. more than it formerly did. 

There is no country in Europe in which there are so 
many Gipsies as in^Moldavia. They first eslabKshed them¬ 
selves here in the reign of the Hospodar Alexander the first, 
which was toj^ ards the end •of the fourteenth century. 

There are various opinions respecting their origin. A 
Russian author maintains that they \vere brought from India 
by the Tatars, and that they originally belonged to the 
east ofSudery. Their dialect has some resemblance with 
the language' of the Hindoos^ for instance. 


0ipsry dialect. 

Indian. 

English. 

Ek. 

Ek. 

One. 

Dui. 

Hu. 

I'wo. 

Trin. 

Tin. 

Three, 

Pansch. 

I^anscH 

Five. 

Tschoye. 

•Tsclio. 

Six, 


Efti^- 

Seven 

Hes. 

Dos. 

Ten. 

Beree.!, 

Burge, 

Year. 

DivesJ^' 

Def. 

pay. 
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Gipsey dialect. 

Indian. 

English. 

Haiti. 

Rate. 

ISisjht. 

Sehero. 

Scher. 

Head. 

Aok. 

Auk 

Eye. 

Kan. 

Kaoun. 

Ear. 

Nack. 

ISack. 

Nose. 

Muje. 

Mu. 

Month. 

Daiit. 

Dant. 

'J’ooth. 

Tschib. 

Gib.^ 

Tongue. 

Yasue. 

Atrue. 

Fire. 


The snbstanlives in the Hindoo and Moldavian Gipsy 
languages are divided into two genders. Those which end 
in 1 are leminine, and all the oihers,^without exception, in 
both languages, are of the masculine gender. 

Polgar is the god ot*marriage of the Hindoos, and most 
of the male gipsies’ in Moldavia are called Polgar. The 
Turks call this class of people Tsehingane ^ and according 
to Thevenot there is still a people at the mouth of the Indus, 
which bears this name. According to the testimony of all 
travellers, the Siiderisof Hindostan carry tihoat witli them, 
their implements as siniihs; the gipsies of Moldavia have 
the s.une custom. Superstition and a propensity to fortune- 
telling are common to both those people. 

The gipsies of Moldavia are looked upon with contempt, 
and arc treated with the greatest severity. Their usual tood 
consists of a small portion of manjaliga and salt lish, half 
rcftten, or thrown into the street as unfit for use. Cover- 
,ed with rags and barefoot, they wander about and sleep un¬ 
der miserabU tents, mostly in the outsisirts of towns aud 
villages. Such of them as commit the slightest crime are 
beaten on the soles of the i'eet-ufltil the loe-n.fils drop off. 
Still the gipsies' do not emigrate from Moldavia, because 
they enjoy here the niisefable privilege of having the bells 
rung at their funjrals. This is a privilege of* which they 
cannot be deprived under pretext. The^' are the only 
blacksmiths, farriers coppersmiths,and horse dealers in Mol¬ 
davia, and they are divided into the four following easts: 

1. The Lingurary,* which‘me.ans spoon-makers; the 
greatest part of tl>is cast lives iii villages, and some few till 
the land. This is not the most numerous cast. 

2. The Ursary, or musicians, have the e.vciusive privi¬ 
lege of performing on musical instruments* The gipsitts,^l^ 
this cast live, as the saying is, by their wits. 

3. The Layesch live in tents, as tliey are not allowed to 
dwell in houses. They pa^ a trifling capitation-ta.x to the 
Hospodar. This cast is very numerous, and procures its 
fiyclihood by telling fortunes and by theft, 
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4. The Burliasch is a horrible cast. The gipsies of this 
cast are the real Siulcris of IndosUin; they live in the 
woods in summer, and on dunghills in the villages in win¬ 
ter. They are not allow'cri to enter a house, at least to in¬ 
habit it; they are de spised and even beaten by tlje other 
casts, and are not allowed to shew any resentment, or even 
to defend themselves. They live on roots, grass, and the 
flesli of animals that have died of disciises. It has even been 
asserted that they cal liuman flesh, and commit incest without 
scruple. They consist of About six hundred families, and pay 
a capitation-tax to the Hospodar. ’^i'bey steal every tlitng 
which comes in their wa}^ particularly cliildicn and horses, 
the latter of which tljcy disguise by chatigitig liteir colour. 
It is not uncommon to meet a troo|>.of gipsies wi I; four or 
five hundred m.arcs to sell; they liave also mules of ij^superior 
hitiH, wliich.thfy sell for from eight to ten pounds each. 'J'he 
jLfijesch are obliged to repair in sprittg to tlie banks of the 
IJessitza, to collect what little goltl is i'otind in tlie sand of 
that river, and to present it to the Hospodar, who frequently 
deniatids more than has been found. The Ursary are em¬ 
ployed at all public leasts and solemnities. A Moldavian 
ball is a curious spectacle. The ladies assemble in a large 
room after having left the pantoufles, wliielt they wear over 
their boots or spatterdashes, at the door; they then take their 
seats on the divan which surrounds the ball-room ; the men 
sit sinoaking in an adjoining apartment. I’he Ursaiy, or 
niusicians, always play the same air. As soon as the ladies 
have taken off their fur mantles, of which they frequently* 
wear three at if time, they prepare themselves for the 
dance. Suddenly one r^f them springs up, turtis a little 
round, maPes some movements with the hands and feet, 
and then squats down on her hfels. A second takes her 
place, and cperforuis the same movements, and the ball 
continues in this manner until they are All squatted down 
on their heels; they then all spring up together, seize each 
other by the hands and dance round in a circle, after which 
each returns to her place. .The men seldom dance. When 
we were quartered in Jassy, we were at considerable pains 
to give tlie Moldavians an idea of the English and French 
country-dances; the men did not shew the smallest capa¬ 
city or inclination to profit by. our lessons, but some of the 
particularly the princess Gbyka, did us honour by 
their aptness and adchess. The number of princes and no-, 
hility in Moldavia is greater than the land can well main* 
tain, rgany of them are in the greatest poverty. 
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I have collected the following historical details relative 
to Moldavia, from the archive of the hospodars, and. manu¬ 
scripts in the convent of Golia in Jassy. 

DVagos or Diaj);usch, with the sirname or title Vates, or 
perhaps Veda, \\'oywod, emigrated in 1347 at the head of 
sotne nobles and their peasants, from the district of Mara- 
inonoch (iVlaramossy) in Hungary, established himself in 
Moldavia, and died in 1350, after a reign of two years. 
Sasso his son gave himself the title of Woywod, and died in 
1354. 

Lasko, son of the preceding, received into his principality 
the Bulgarians, who were banished by Murad, and died in 
13 Go Moldavia paid a tribute to Hungary at this period, 
and Catholicism was the established religion of the country. 

Bogdan the First. The origin of 4his prince is not pre.- 
cisely ascertained. He styled himself prince, and as he 
Wits intimately connected with the Vizier Soliman Lala 
Schachin, the Turks began at this period to tt^jee un interest 
‘in the affairs of Moldavia, and the altove-raentioned Vizier 
received from Sultan Murad the title of governor of the 
European provinces. Bogdan died in l36(i. 

Peter the First was a libertine, and died in 1372, and was 
succeeded by bis brother. , 

Jloman the First, who conquered the lower part of Bessa¬ 
rabia, and gave it to his son Alexander, who rebelled against 
him. Roman received the Jews who were banished from 
Hungary, and died in 1S81-. 

Alexander the First styled himself sovereign prince of 
Moldavia, and of the countries which extend to tlte sea, as 
may he seen by the so called golden bull, which is depo¬ 
sited ill the monastery of Pimbrat. H^gave permission to 
the gipsies to establisli themselves in Moldavia, and died in 
1388. It was at this period that the WallScliian prince 
Mirlseha submitted to the Turkish yoke. 

Stephen the F'irst reigned but a short tim^ and left two 
sons, the youngest of whom : 

Peter the Second, being beloved by the Moldavians, and 
aided by the- Hunghriaas, succeeded in' dethroning his 
brother, who called in the Fojes to his aid, but was defeated. 
'I’lie brothers at lens^h came to a reconciliation, and as the 
Turks menaced’Moldavia, 4 Petcr consented to consider him¬ 
self us vassal to the kings of Poland, and to pay a yearly 
tribute. . 

Roman the Second refused to pay tliTs tribute,«aiui[^wa« 
defeated and taken prisoner by 4he Poles. His brpttftr 
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Svvitrigclfo, and his uncle Stephen, the brother of Peter, 
disputed the throne, and ilte latter proving victorious, im¬ 
prisoned his adversary, and called himself " 

Stephen the Second, and reigned two years; on his death 
Jagello king of Poland restored Kotn an liberty, on con¬ 
dition of his paying him a tribute. was succeeded 

by his son 

Alexander the Second, who furnished the Poles with 
auxiliary troops to attack the Tcnlonick knights. He soon 
after broke the treaty of alliance which ho formed with tliC 
Poles, invaded Podolia ; was defeated and died in 14d3. He 
left two sons by two wives. 

Elias the First expelled his brother Stephen, .and drowned 
bis stepmother. Stephen fled to the 'I’lirks, by wliose aid 
be detlironed Elias, w‘ho went to Nicpomolick, where the 
Polish diet was as|embk’d. He pronlised to hold Moldavia 
as a rtef of PoLarid, and to pay a yearly tribute f but as 
Stephen nindte tjie same ofl'er, and consented also to repair 
the damages which Alexander’s invasion had occasioned in 
Podolia, Elias was obliged to content himself with an estate 
•which was given him in Poland ; but after having resided 
the);« for some thne, he became discontented and turbulent, 
and was imprisoned by order of the Polish governmeni in 
the castle of Sirad. 

Stephen the Third framed a code of laws for the Mol¬ 
davians, and assisted the Poles in their wars against, the 
Tatars. 

Elias, who escaped from his confinement, hgdj recourse 
to the Hungarians, who enabled him to make li'ekd a|;ainst 
bis brother, and to force him to come to an agwement, by 
which he got possession of Moldavia and Sostchava, which 
Was .at that tigie the capital ef jihe principality; and Stephen 
retained Bessarabia, Ackerman, and Kilia. 

Elias, on ascending the throne of Moldavia for the second 
time, went to*Leopoj, where he acknowledged himself a 
vassiil of Poland. As he was unable to raise the sum which 
be Imd.promised to furnish for the reparation of the da¬ 
mages occasioned by his father’s invasion in Podolia, he 
gave the district of Tschepin, and the towns Chotin,'rschenini 
and Chmila, as pledges for th(ipayment of it. He was suc¬ 
ceeded by liis son ‘ 

Roman the’J’liird ; but Peter, the son of Stephen, inhe¬ 
rited l^i|(irone of llessarabia. Peter, aided by John Hnn- 
ironed Roman, and reigned lieneel'orward over 
tire two-pvincipalities. • Huuuiacles invaded Re^-..arabia, 
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shortly afterwafds, and having conquered it without'-didi- 
ciilt^' he advanced towards Moldavia, and demanded th.ir it 
should pay tribute to Hungary. Casimir, king of Poland, 
lias^'iicd to the assistance of Peter, but dem^ided in re¬ 
quital that Mo.Wavia should once more becoin,e a fief of 
Poland, and that Sigi'Jiuu:^ duke of Lithuania should be 
delirered up to him. Peter promised every thing tha was 
demanded of him, but did not keej) his word, as t e H in- 
garians were obliged to quit Moldavia in order to aiuck 
the Turks. He died soon after, and was suceoe-led by 
liogd an the Second, who gave^iitnseir out to be ihe na¬ 
tural son of Alexander the Second. The Poles, who had 
given an asylum to Maria, the widow of Elias, invaded Mol¬ 
davia, but soon after made peace, by*whieh Bogdan bound 
himself to abdicate thdthrone in favour of prince Aiexmuler 
as soon he attainfed his fifteenth year. Content with this 
promise, the,Poles retired from Moldavia ; hu^Bogd+n hav¬ 
ing assembled all hi.s forces, attacked them with such im¬ 
petuosity, that they with difficulty repuled him. Ill 1451,Cassi- 
jnir, king of Poland, mediated a peace between Bogdan and 
Maria, for which he demanded that the former should pay a 
yearly tribute of50,000 ducats to Poland. Bogdan w’as assas¬ 
sinated soon after this event by a person whogave himself out 
to be the son of a Moldavian prince. ThiSimpostor prevailed 
on Maria and Alexander to espouse his cause, but was glad to 
escape with his life. At length the Poles enabled 
Alexander the Third to ascend the throne, it was dur- 
, ing his reign that the Turks conquered Constantinople. As 
he had 8<ndivced some of the daughters of^the principal nobi¬ 
lity, he was assassinated by their indignant fathers, and was 
succeeded by his brother . « , 

Peter the Fourth, who renewed the oath of allegiance to 
the Polish government;'but on perceiving that Poland was 
likely to be engaged in a lon^t^ar with the Tcutonick 
knights, he sent deputies to the Turks, and otfeied them .-i 
yearly tribute of 2,000 ducat?, on condition that they would 
guarantee the Moldavitas in the'possession of their privi¬ 
leges. This was the,, origin of the Turkish influence in 
Moldavia. Peter was succeeded by his .son Vlad, wh > is 
not reckoned among the sovereigns of Moldavia, as he imiy 
reigned over apart of the province, and was taken p-.- 
soner by Mathias king of Hungary, l^adu!, the sou of 
Vlad, built the walls of Jasch or Jassy ( iTut not 
to defend himself against the Uunghriuns, he fled for sue 
campenhaus ■■ r 
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couT to tlie Turks, to whotn he ceded Bessarabiii, KiWa, 
and Belgorod. 

iscephen the Fourth, sirnaixied tlie Grent, withheld the 
promised tribute t’roin the Turks, aiid took loroihle posses- 
;don of Kilia; but Bajazeih aiiacketl and defeated Idm at 
Terteclily on rite Sireih ; however he exacted no other in¬ 
demnity for the insuii offered to him, than the siibiiti.'sion 
of chfe Hosjxtd'iir. Sieplion waged buccossiai war against 
the Hungarians, and wrestetl frotn them Seiayonia Btiku- 
resta, Krnjova,and -Foktsphani; he aiso (iefeated the Tatar* 
in two general engagements, and took tiie.r ■Ciiaii liadgi- 
Guirei‘prisoner. Bi^aAetii had appointeu KiuJul the son of 
Vlad hospodar of Bessarabia; and he made an attempt, 
with the aid of the 'I'lAks, to make hims'eif master ol' Mol¬ 
davia, but was compleielj'defeated'in 1474, and lost hi» 
metropolis, his wife and childrerr, and'tlie iinnaeifse trea¬ 
sures which he«had amassi,ed. Stephen madie a preserit of 
some Turkish colours to Mathias king of Hung ry, who Irad 
■the vanity to arrogate to himself the honoirrof this victory, 
and to style Sfepben bis general, suum et suai^Um •gentium 
ducem. 

The war with tbe Turks now assunred a serious aspect, 
Moldavia was laid waste, and notwitiisrandihg the •brilliant 
victory which Stephen gained t)n (be !Pruth, he would have 
been inevitably defeated arid despoiled 'Of his -^joSsessions, 
had not the plague broken out m die Turkish army which 
had landed on the island of Piriusen (at present Beresan) 
and forced it to retreat. This is the first appearance of the . 
plague ill Europe., Stephen availedtvimseff of*>tWs oppor- 
tuniiy to ougnient bis forces, and took the district of Putna 
from the Wjillachians, conijivercd Belgorod arid (he whote 
of Bessarabia, took dow'n the arms of the‘bospodsir of Bes¬ 
sarabia, and placed his own in ll'letr stead, and raised a 
Moldavian tenhe dignity of palatine of that country. The 
title wdiich he assumed on this ocoasion was, Stephen, by 
the grace of God, reigning prince of the two Molduvias 
^Sii^ and Sos), of Sclavonia, Servia, Bessarabioi &c. 8cc. a 
title which devolved to his succ'cssoss, and which the re¬ 
public of Venice first acknowledged. The Turks invaded 
Bessarabia, in 1480, and look KHia and Belgorod, to which 
latter gave the name of Akir rncn. Stephen solicited 
the aijpM the rqi«s> 4rho farnis*bed him witii three thou* 
jBwtrffililiary troops, which, however, were'Hot sufficteirt 
to e^wBle him to recover his losses. • 

Ai®ris period Casjnur sent tyi army against4iie Tatars, 
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under the command of his third son John Albert; 
font as the Polish f.eneial was a declared enemy of 
Steplu'H, he invaded Moldavia, and besieged the Hos- 
nodar in his capital city Sostebona in the Buckowina, 
btephen not only sustained a long siege, but finally de¬ 
feated the besieging army, and thus lieetl Moldavia for 
ever from the hostile attacks of Poland. Albiecht conclud¬ 
ed a treaty with his broihers Vladislavv duke of Bolreinia, 
and Alexander dnke of Lithuania, by which the contracting 
parlies bound tlicmselves ti> e[t on foot an army suffi¬ 
ciently numerous to enable then; lo divide the States of 
Stephen amongst them: liot.ever, ihe disunion of the 
brothers rendcri-d their tiica.suri s tibortive, and Albrecht was 
obliged to coiu-lutie pcttcc. Slioniy alter this event Stephen 
died, admired by his^enemies, and beloved and lamented by 
Itis Mibjeets. He was suCeech'd by his son 

Bogdan the Third, who waged w'ar agaiurf tfSe Poles, oa 
account of the king of i'ciaud having in an insulting man¬ 
ner refused to give him his sister Elizabeth in marriage, lie 
ctoijsentc'd at the same time, that Moldavia shonld become a 
fief of I'tii key, and bouinl bimself'to pay the Pone a yearly 
tribute of four thousand gold dollars, forty mares in foal, 
;ind twenty trained falcons, iie invatje^' Podolla in the 
tear 1609. hut was forced to retreat with considerable loss, 
and to conclude a treaty of alliance, offensive and defen¬ 
sive, will) the Poles, against his former allies the Turks. 

Stephen the Fifili reigned but a short time. During his 
•reign a colon}’ of Spanish Jews obtained a setllenicnt in 
Meddaviaj* fi’hesc Jews still retain the^panis’h language, 
and their books aBe written in Spanish with Hebrew cha¬ 
racters. • 

John Peter, called also Pietro Woyevoda, was nnsuc- 
ccssfid in his yvars agr.inst'the Poles. He was taken prisoner 
by the Uung.irians, delivered up by them lo the Turks, who 
banished him lo Pera, and created bis brother prince of 
Moldavia. 

Stephen the Sixth was arsassinKted soon after his acces¬ 
sion to the throne, and*Pietro Woyevoda had recovered his 
lost dignity; but us ho might bate made himself odious to th^ 
nation, the nobles udduNsed ’tlu mselves to the king of Po- 
latid to give ifioin a sovmeigri, in consequence of which 
Alexander the Fourth was placed on the thr one, bv a 
Polish army, under the command of general Siniawsiky 
The Porte made' iiostile preparations in favour of Peter, ana 
the nobles, solicited tire aki of the emperor Charles the 
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Fifth, and of Ferdinand king of Hungarybnl the Turk* 
defeated and beheaded Alexander, and confirmed ihcir for¬ 
mer appointment of Peter, who died in the j'ear ]5o6, soon 
after his second elevation to the throne^ 

Elias the Second, who was son of the preceding, was 
guilty of^such cruelties that he no longer considered himself 
in safety amongst his subjects, and having collected all the 
treasures which he could amass, he fled to Constantinople, 
renounced the Christian faith, and was killed in a popular 
tumult. < 

Stephen the Seventh was assassinated by his own sub¬ 
jects. 

Alexander the Fiftih was deposed, on account of his ty¬ 
rannical conduct, by Albert Lasky, palatine of Siradin, wlio 
nominated in his stead 

John Heraclitus, a zealous catholic, who did all in his 
power to estaWish the catliolic religion in his dominions, 
and Idr this purpose built two churches in Haslew, the ruins 
of which aresiill dis' ernible; his nomination was confirmed 
by the Poiie, and he was the first hospodar who was so- 
lemriy crowned ; b *1 as he made himself odious to his sub¬ 
ject, the Poles endeavoured to effenuate tl e nomination of 
Demetrici. Viscbncweizk_\, who entered Moldavia for the 
purp; sc of liaving his eleciioij ccinfirmed, but w.ns made pri¬ 
soner, and sent to Couslaniinople. The Moldavians now 
elected * . 

Stephen the Eighth, who caused John Heraclitus to be 
murdered on his return to Sostchowa drom the place of his^ 
banishment. * ’ 

Bogdan the Fourth ascended the throne of Moldavia in 
1572, but excited the jealoasy and hatred of his subjects, 
by appointing Poles to the principal placesof honour and emo¬ 
lument, I’he nobles wrote to John Ivonius, the son ofStephen 
the Seventh) who had considerable influence in the Turkish 
government, and pflTered, not only to make him their sove- 
i;eign, but to deliver up t« kitn their prince, Bogdan, and 
his son Peter. Ivonius ehtered Moldavia at the head of 
ffi0,000 Turks, and Bogdan fled into Poland, where lie died 
in tlie, greatest misery. 

John IVonius was”of the Mahometan religion ; but as he 
refused the Porte the double tribute which he had 

proOMS^^pp'l^rks "enteied Moldavia, put Turkish garri¬ 
sons the foxtififd places, deposed Ivonius, and ap- 

Poipiyw' itrhis stead 

^ Janikula, who was subdued <and beheaded by Stephen 
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"Battory ; after whose death Moldavia was governed by Sigis- 
murid Buitory, prince of Transylvania. Bessarabia, which 
also belonged to hfm, was near being delivered into the 
hands of tlie Tuiks by the treachery of a person of the name 
of Aaron, but the vigilance of the governor, Stephen Radul, 
preserved the province,and Battery, in return for this ser¬ 
vice, created him hospodar of Moldavia, under the title of 

Stephen the iNiutli. The Poles, under the command of 
Zanioisky, overran Moldavia, and placed Jeremiah Moiiila 
on the thione, on condition of his consenting to hold the 
country as a fief ol' Poland. The Tatars forced the Poles 
to retreat; but as Zaiiioisky h'arned that Sigisinund prince 
of Transylvania, wa^. making warlike preparations in favour 
of Stephen, he attacked and dcleatPd him, and sent him to 
Poland, where he-whs iinp.ihd in alihongli the Ein- 

P' lor .^iid Pope iiiterfeied in Ins behalf. 

Sigisinund conqueied 'rratisylvania, aud»made it a pre- 
bciii to his brothei, who was deposed and exited by Michael 
p.datine of VVallacliia, who jiiisltjcd his conquests as far as 
Moldavia, and forced t.ie tliree brotliers, Mohila, .Simeon, 
and Jereini ih to fly ; but ilie heroic Zaraoisky defeated Mi¬ 
chael, re< eiv d the thanks of Ins nation by the decree of the 
Polish diei, and restored to the throne of Moldavia 

Jeremiah Mohila, who r-igned until the yearlliOO- 

Coiistaiitine, bis son, reigned only a few months, as the 
Porte raised 

Sicpheii the Tenth, sirnamed Tomlschay, in l6i2, to the 
dignity of Hospodar. John and Stephen Potozky, two 
Polishsgwierals, endeavoured in vain^ to re-establish Con¬ 
stantine; they were defeated by the Turks, and Stephen 
Potozky and Constantine v^ere made prisonej-s, and sent to 
Constantinople, where they died in the greatest penury. 
However, the Poles succeeded by their intrigues in depos¬ 
ing Stcplien, in whose sti^ad 

Caspar Gratiani, an Italian, was appointed by the Turks. 
Caspar discovered tq the Poles the conspiracy of Bethlehem 
Gabor, and his nlliauce with the Turks. The Turks forced 
him to fly for refuge to the Polish camp, and the war broke 
out in 1(520; but as the Tusks were unable to take ilie foni- 
fied camp of the Poles, j^eace was concluded in 1(521, by 
which the latter renounced all farther claims on Moldavia, 
prom this period the fate of Moldavia was irrevocably unit¬ 
ed with that of the Porte, and the hospoclafs WW? appoigt^ 
ahd deposed as it suited the polidy or caprice of the Turkic 
governtqe^t^ aqd havgjever since been obliged to purchase 
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not only thftir.aoinination, but the coritinuatice of their digJ 
»itv. ' . • 

Pelrfeczejns repaid his benefactors with iugi alitude, and 
nnited h.uiseli with, the Cossacks u.ndcr the couiinaud of 
Poroschschenko; but tile Sultan look a dreadful vengeance, 
by ordering the Cossacks to be cut to pieces, and the Mol¬ 
davian prince to be strangled. Ke was succeeded by 

Stepbeo the Eleventh, Dabi^a, the last Moldavian who 
was raised to the dignity of hospodar. The succeeding bos- 
podars were mostly Greeks bv birth. 

The 1 urks tocced the Moidaviuns to dismiss iheir troops, 
and to desist troin tlie working of iheir mints, which 
are tolerably rich in gold, silver, copper, and iron. How¬ 
ever, this law is in some*places secretly evaded, and 1 know 
two Moldavian noblcineti who ,have derived consideiabie 
wealth from their mines. Gold is fodnd in the Reigh- 
bourhoocl of ©oiitschawa and Kiemtsche; silver near 
the monastery ot Galata; .and rock sajl in the northern 
part of the province. 'Ilie^alt pits are called in Moldavian 
“ Ockna,” which means a window or a hole. 

It would be unimcrcsiing to enumerate the different hos- 
-.podars who have reigned in Moldavia, since theTurks have- 
possessed uneonirouled sway in that country. They obtain 
their tlevaHon by money a“nd intrigues,- and, during their 
precarious andirequeiuly short-lived reign, their principal 
and only pol^y is to oppress dud plunder, their subjects, I 
sh^l therefore say a few w'ords rtdailve to the country itself. 

The tuouutaitis in.Moldavia ar£ a continuation of the 
Caxpathian mountains in Transylvania, which the $(!}avo-. 
M^ns formerly called (Baby Gory) orWomenls Mountains. 
The chain w|ji,ich traverses.Moldavia and Wallachia is 
united with mount Caucasus, and its highest summit is 
called mount Elbrus, bn the fi ontiees of Georgia and the 
Cuban. The nfjuntains in Moldavia ate covered witd a 
dark-green moss and the exhalations f^oih them are im¬ 
pregnated with sulphur. In the voHioii one frequently oieets 
with i4t;ge tracts which are •completely covered with salu 
pelrc. , On the 2fjth of Marcls 1790, E observed ’tliat tho 
whole of the valley between Formosa and; tho Ctmvcnts 
was eov'ered vy.h this substance J* during the ni|ht threet 
violent shocka of an earthquake T^ete felt, and the foliowH 
ing ddyithe^^petr^bad wboliv, disappeared, and the sum-. 

httuos, w'bichi the day before were clearly ' 
visible, MW^vered with'dusky vapours. The soil at the 
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foot of the tnpuutaitis is an ochreons clay, afid th« watfert 
of the lakes contain vitriol; but at Straka, about 45 versts 
from Jassy, the water is impregnated with sulphur. 

Mustapha the Second was well aware that effeminacy^ 
ignorance, and superstition are the surest supports of des¬ 
potism, and the cankers of the moral character; tie there¬ 
fore exerted all his efforts to create amongst the Moldavian^, 
the .artificial wants of voluptuousness, and he was powerfully 
aided in the execution of his purpose, by the patriarchs, 
who had an equal interest with him in destroying the men¬ 
tal energies of the Moldavians. It must be confessed that 
their efforts have been atlended with the most complete 
success, for every thing in Moldavia Jireailtcs Asiatic indo¬ 
lence and luxury. Tltc smallness of the tribute which they 
pav to the Turks induces them to prefer the government of 
Turkey to that of any other nation, which, from regard to 
their real interests, would force them to*be industrious. 
They dislike the Russians, although they have been treated 
by tlicin with the greatest lenity, and were always paid 
ready money for the provisions which the Russian army 
consumed d\tring its slay iti Moldavia, But their, dread of 
the Russian arms is so great, that,the word Moskal or Rus¬ 
sian is sutficient to disperse an assembled irooj) of Molda¬ 
vians. 1 have met with but a Tew priests, and not more 
than half a dozen noblemen in this country who had the 
smallest smattering of knowledge, the former spoke Latin,' 
and the latter bad french. The Greeks, who first began to 
establish themselves iu this bountry, dnring the reign of. 
Maoro Gortlato the elder, have preserved their own dialect, 
which is called the Roman language. Notwithstanding the 
most unwearied researches, i h’avc been onIjPable to dis¬ 
cover a'single manUscri|)t in Moldavia, relative to the his-, 
tory ofthe country. It was in the posscssionpif the Loga- 
feth, and contained the lives of the last ten hospo'dars, and 
an account of the intrigues which had raised them to power 
or plunged theta in obscurity. It is written in the most mi¬ 
serable manner, but is looked upon by the possessor of it,, 
as'a literary treasure.* Tliere’are no libraries here, and no 
books of any kind, with the^ exception of a few legends and 
popular-tales. The last, ho*spodur of the family of,Mauro 
Clordafo, who fled into Russia at the breaking out of the 
war, wws possessed of a w’ell chosen libr ar y. a £ j S ii » nch air-^ 
thors,.which betook with him to Elijsabeihgrad. He was ^ 
welf-mformed maD, wnd spoke frencbj ltalian, and Gerrnaa 
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4 vith tolerable fluency; it is. to him I am indebted for most 
of the detail'* which I now <‘omiiiunicate to tKe public. 

. The language of the Moldavians is a mixture of Latin, 
Italian, ltiis.s.ian, and Solavonian words. Most of tbeterbs 
and adveibs are deiived from the Latin; the substantives 
and adjectives are chiefly taken from the Italian and Scla- 
'vonian languages. It contains words, however, which arc 
not to be found in any other language, vi/. Powten, what 
do you mean? what do you say ? Lingur, a spoon; Dorsto 
and Aisto, the piece of weod which the water-carriers carry- 
on their shoulders, and from which they suspend their 
buckets. There aic some few German and Greek words in 
this language. The cjiaracters in which it is written are 
Sclavonian, and the miiidle or last letter of the vtord is some¬ 
times put over the word itself. There are also some letters 
whose pronunciation is varied by having a stioke'br dash 
over them, as'ls'ilie case in the Polish iangua!j:e. It is ex¬ 
tremely difficult to pronounce Moldavian accuiately. as the 
pronunciation varies incessantly, and .seems not to be esta¬ 
blished by any rules ; for instauce, some say Venikotsch, 

• others VeniMiikotz, some Pozjsintel, others Pokkinoel. All 
words which are derived from the Latin, change their 11 
into G, as Tiahe, draw, is written Trage. 

The princij^al traits ih the character of the Moldavians 
are avarice, pride, and indolence. Their music and dances 
have been minutely dcsciibed by Sulzer, Carra, and Tott» 
but the last is not always to be depended on. Their dress 
is that of the ISth and 14th centuries, and is a mixture of 
the Jewish, Chinese, and Turkish costumes. * From the 
Jews they have the calotte, or leather cap; which, like the 
Jews, they iK-ver take off. 'The nobles have the exclusive 
privilege of letting tbeir bear.ds grow,' add the common peo¬ 
ple wear mustachoes, in imitation of the. Turks and Chinese, 
iVom whom they have also'adopted the large breeches, and 
loose upper garment. ‘Tbeir physiogppmy is a mixture of 
the aboveinentioned three people. Xq Jassy one is led to 
suppose that the MoUlaviarls have no kind of occupation, for 
the coffee-houses, inns, and* tavertio are constantly full, 
young gipsies sing and play there, and the days and nighU 
scetn to be wholly consecrated fo Bacchus and Venus, The 
Moldavians descend chiefly from the Moesians, D.irJanians, 
and^lThoifictrts • obey have several Sclavonian customs, but 
^ireithef these, words of Sclavonian origin which are to 

be met wirti lU^|P|Mngimge, prove them to be of Sclavonian 
descent. ' Sei^^^li^ie nobles have the folly of adopting 
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tl>e names of faxniHes which were celehrated in the Greek 
empir.e, and have the stHl j^reater folly of asserting, that 
they are lineally descended from those families. 

Before the use of bells was known in Moldavia> the 
hours were marked by striking a board with a slick, as is 
the custom to the present day in several Russian 'villagesi 
Bells arc at present in general use in Moldavia; but the 
old custom of beating the hours is still preserved; the board 
on which they are beaten is called Tocca, and when' this 
office is vacant, the villagers, or inhabitants of the cities, 
assemble to decide on the talents of the candidates. 

Bilious fevers are generally mortal here, as the physician* 
do not know how to treat them; pnrgayves are found to be 
tnosr efficacious. The physicians arc, as i have already ob¬ 
served, mostly Greel^s, ,fews, and women,; they are seldiutl 
ronsuhed,‘until the priest has given up ali hopes of the pa¬ 
tient’s recovery. 

A Jewish physician assured me, that he cured bllioun 
fevers with the smoke and a decoction of Lepidium rurale. 
(.iorrosive snhlimale is made use of in the qiiartidian fever, 
which follows an attack of a putrid fevers; the usual dose 
is hall’ a grain morning and evening, after which (he pa¬ 
tient is obliged' to drink elder tea. 

■ I’he honours paid to the dead are probably of Thre- 
cinn origin, and somewhat resemble the wakes which are 
customary in different parts of Europe. My host, who was 
a man of considerable importance died, during my resi¬ 
lience in Jassy. The moment his decease was announced, 
the coort-yaftl was illuminated with ah itninense number of 
lamps; gipsies, called in Moldavian Kazivelos, of the cast 
of Ursary, were hired to entertain'the company which had 
ossembled on the occasion, with singing and daneing; the 
<'ourt-yard resounded wifh the songs of the gipsies, and 
with the cries of the multitude which thronged to the house 
from .all parts of the city. . Th^ widow sat in the room in 
which the deceased lay, with dishevelled hair, and wept 
and lamented as if she wafe frantic. The ceremony begun 
about three o’clock in»the tiftefnoon, and after some hounJ 
had been spent in singing and howling, part of the ooto- 
pany picked a game called Ligatura, which resembles the 
children’s play of hide thejslipper; eight persons sit on tht? 
ground in a circle, and cover their kneies ^vith a jape skin# 
the ninth staiids in the middle with a twisted handkerchief, 
with which he strikes one of the persons in the ring, who 
endeavours to yrrest the'hatadkerchief out of his hand, antt 
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pasies it under the skin to one of his lieiglibours; if he do 
not succeed in getting possession of the handkerchief, the 
company cry out Misclika or bear. Tliis game was cunti- 
nued until the break of the following day, and was iiice-^- 
santly accompanied with the confuted noise of singing, 
dancing, and howling. The deceased was then dressed tn 
his best attire, and carried on a bed through the principal 
streets to a church, where he was recei^^“d by the priests. 
After the usual prayers hitd been read over the body it was 
laid in a coffin, which ,was not covered until one of the 
priests had poured wine on the body tn the form of a cross, 
and then spread some earth on it in tlie same form. After 
these ceremonies were pet formed, the coffin was covered, 
and laid in the eartlf. 

A singular ceremony is observed'by the common jtcoplc, 
particularly in the villages. They dig up the A.‘ad after 
thej’ have bten three years interred, collect the bones and 
put them into a sack, after which they are pounded fine and 
thrown hack into tile graves from which they have been 
dug, together with the sacks in which they are contained. 
1 have been at considerable pains to ascertain the motive or 
origin of this ceremony, but have never been able to obtain 
any satisfactory information on the sulyect. The priests were 
either unable or unwilling to inform me of the cause of it; 
the common people know no other reason for it, than that 
their fathers have done so before them, and the nobles an¬ 
swer, when they are questioned on the pnbject, “ It is the 
distinction between us and the vulgar muTtilude/' , 

The gothic arclj^itecture with doric ornamensj vs the most 
prevalent. The houses are large clumsy edifices; those in the 
towns-are jjuilt o/stone,'or stone and wood, and in the vil¬ 
lages they arc ffetjuently only of earth and clay. The houses 
have all long corridors, into which'eacb cham^r has a door; 
it is very seldom that the rooms have any immediate commu¬ 
nication with each other. The furniture of these rooii)^ ge¬ 
nerally consists of a divan; chairs and tables are considered 
■wholly superfluous. Those who have seen one house in 
Moldavia may fornj a tolerable accurate idea of all the 
others. Some of the Boyards are descended from-Italian, 
Armenian, and Moldavian families, but most of them are of 
Greek origin. The family of Millot alone was originally 
Frencl). The number of princes here is almost incredible, 
^as .the iBOWettr^n inbabiianit of Moldavia is raised to the 
dignity oy^podar, aH his relations take the title of prince. 
Tnev anoHli’^extremely proud^of their assumed dignity* 
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litany of them illustrate their genealogical trees with the 
names of kings and emperors, and a considerable* number 
pretend to be descended from the family of Puleologiis. 

Since the Turks have obtained tlie sovereignty of this 
country, the inhabitants have adopted many of tlieir cus¬ 
toms; particularly the use of divans, the titles of public 
oflicers, the custom of smoaking tobacco, of wearing slippers 
over their boots, and of shutting up the women. This last 
custom was not very scrupulously observed duiing the.last 
war between the Russians .and'Tu^As; as pi ince Potemkin 
invited to his assemblies all the .V?oldavian ladies of distinc¬ 
tion, and as it may be supposed that the jealousy of the 
[Moldavian nobles yielded to the suggestions of fear, their 
wives and daughters were obliged tes dccept of the invita¬ 
tions whieh were givtm them. The gardens here are all 
laid outjn theTurknish taste, and generally eonsistof clumps 
of fruit and other trees planted without an jJ^ind of order, 
and surrounded with hedges of woodbine and sweet p>ca. 
The cuscuta is more abundant here than in any other coun¬ 
try. The fruits are delicious, but are seldonr left to grow 
ripe. Tlic wine would be'of an excellent tjuality if it were 
treated pn)|)ej‘ly, but the Moldavians pay'no attention what¬ 
ever to the aspect in which they plant their vines, and the 
pestilential impurity of their cellars must have a very per¬ 
nicious efl'ect on the wines, all of which contain calcaieuus 
jiaiiieics, as may be seen by thfe white sediment which they 
deposit, when a J|w drops are poured on the table and left to 
drv. W- • , ' __ , 

'The Moldavians transplant their vines every three years, 
and mantirc them with cow-dun",- which they lay at a cer¬ 
tain distance from the roots, and water them regulaily. Ry 
thi.s mode of procecfJing, the’manure becomes decomposed 
in its passage tbropgh yie water, and nourishes the roots 
without imparting any disagreeable taste to tj;>e grapes. 

The vineyards me always, planted in low grounds, where 
water may be easily obtained, or* where the soil itself is 
moist, 'J’he usual' mode of pressing the grapes is wholly 
unknown here. The Moldavian wines are generally rather 
sour, and are produced from six different kinds of grapes: 
1 . VitTs vtilplna, in Mold^vfan Pomp jepurl4, .which is a 
tlcf^p purple}, S. Vitjs duoschatn, the muscadel grape, in 
Moldavian"i^omo bossijock : 3. Vitis iabrusca, in Moldavian 
POrao passeriksha, or sparrow grape t 4, VrSi!.£a!3S« ihinore 
al}>o,the common grape, or Raisin .des filles of the Prench, 
in Moldavian Pomo feti: 5. Vitis fructu magflo rotundo ^ 

9 2 ; 
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nigro, m Moldavitin Pomo tivda: 6. Vitis fructu magno ct 
ccbiulco'Si Moldavian Pomo koarno. 

The soil of Moldavia is, in general, extremely fertile, and 
if, instead of planting whole fields with kukerusa, as is the 
custom, they wen. sowed with wheat oi lyo, the harvest*^ 
would lender tw'cnty-fold. The meadows proiluee glass lit 
such abundante, and of such an excellent quality, that dis¬ 
eased cattle lecover in them in a few' days, as we* obseited 
by die horses, camels, sheep, and ©xem which we had for the 
use of tlie aimy. 

Amongst thebospodais'of latter times weiethiee biotlieis 
of the name of Draco, one of whom wis hanged by llicTuiks; 
the second, who was inteipietci of the Porte, svas sent to the 
Polish contedci ales, Lnl not having succeeded in his mis- 
Ssion, he was beheaded bj oii ^ ** of the Turkish government 
tin his return. The thud, Michael Druco, who «as hos- 
podar, IS so,,'cyeied by the Moldavians and tJieeks, that 
Vhen they speak of him, they bow their beads, cioss then 
aims on their bicasts, and say, “ that was a man !” 

One of th* family assuicd jme, in the most solemn man¬ 
lier, that he was descended in a direct line from Jason, the- 
leader of the Aigonaiits, and that be could prove his descent 
satisfactorily. There is not a single mad-liouse in Jassy. 

Dghika and Mauro Coidato, the latter of whom was the 
only well-informed man in Moldavia, drevv on themselves 
tlie hatred of the Porte, by a too scrOpulpas observ,iiiee of 
the treaty of Kaaiardgy. The »eveDth*|iiie of that tieat;j 
stipulated that no Turk should entei^HP prindjnality of 
Moldavia, without "a passpoit signed ’^oy thq_ ft^spodar. 
Dghika stationed gliards on the fiontiers to ariesttb'hTuiks 
who should end'eavour to enter the country clandestinely, 
pnd Mauio^ordato followed in his footsteps. It was the 
iattei who built the budges yrhlch unite Jassy witfi its 
subuibs; hc^tpiesent lives in Elizabethgra'd, whither he* 
fied with all hi$ tiensures. 

I shall now say a few words relative to the coins of Tur- 
|iey. The lion doHaf is' g Venetian coin, ami was in cir¬ 
culation 111 Constantinople before it came into the posses¬ 
sion of the Tuiks, and befoie they ijegau to coin mopey. 
Piastei is » Spanish, and Aspcr,a ^reck coip. 'fhe follow- 
■ilig ave tiie teal coins of Tumev t 


,as .the 
dignity Oi 
They a ‘ 


^ ^ ek ctitpi OP tcbkct. 
i8podai^^y'^y<^i^» If Worth eighty parahst, OJ 1 
extre^*^^.* hf'Ibut'^hiUings IShgllsli* 
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' 2 . Allmys-lyck: 60 parahs or 90 copecks, or three sliil- 
]ings English.' 

3. Byr krus, or lion dollar; 40 parahs or 6o copecks, or 
two shillings English. 

4. Zol-ota ; 80 paiahs or 45 copecks, or one shilling and 
sixpence English. 

ly tk ; 20 parahs or 30 copecks, or one shilling 
lyck; 15 parahs or 22| copecks, or nine-pence 

English. 

7. (iii-lyck or Ruhb ; 10 paral’s or 15 copecks, or six¬ 
pence English. 

8. Bess-lyck; 5 parahs or 71 copecks, oi three pehce 

English. » 

!)■ Parah; thiee aspers or li copcck, or half a'faithing 
English. • 

10. Aspei; half a copeck. 

OOLD COINS. , 

1. Ruble; Co parahs. or yo copecks, qt thice shillings 
J’lnglish. 

2. Z^ndgerly; 105 parahs or one ruble fifty-seven copecks 
and half, or about five shillings and thiec-pence English. 

3. Stainbul, the piece of money which was coined hv 
tlic Tuiks, after the conquest of Constaniinopic, is Vvortk 
1 .)0 pai alls, or twp rubles 25 copecks, or about seven shil- 
lings and sixpeutttf^nghsb. 

4. Fundukly;* Byr-krusy or about ten shillings English. 

5. oi Sultariiii; 110 paiahs, or about five shii- 

liims ghd sixpence English.* * 

Oil all the above-nuntioued coins, the natn^of the Sut- 
tan and the value of the com arc slumped on one side, and 
the adopted name of tiielinltau, the woid Zara, and the 
year of the Hcgyra in which the piece was coined, on 
the othci. 

Schiilic is very iocorK’Ct in his Hi,story of iheTiirkreh Ke- 
vcniics and Expendmno. , The. former is received in six 
public offices, each qf vvhich.Ims its iiarticnlai depaitnimU 
The occasional or indirect cqptributious frequently .-1111011111 


5. Jarym- 
Enghsh. 

6. Onbes- 


* In the above valculniion th^ Rnssitm ruble Ikis Ik en c^niu.ited «t diiee 
»billin};s ftogbsh, but uccc^iug to da-' ptesout rats of'eiKtWfIgeJ it ainouais, 
to bitl^utore than shillings. 
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to as ranch and sometimes to more tlian those Rhieh are 
established by law. • 

The first office may be called the treasury oi geneial 
audit office of Turkey, as all tlie other offices are obliged to 
send in their accounts to it to be audited. The chief of it 
!•> the Dcftcrdar Pacha, or tieasurer goneial, who hjs a 
number of infeiior Pefteidais under him, m the different 
provinces to collect the levenues. 

The second office receives the coutiibutions which are 
levied on certain occasions, paiticularly m time of war, 
and also the taxes which certain provinces aie hpund to 

p«y- 

The tliiid office receives th<* sums which are destined for 
the pi 1 vote puise of tUe Sultan, and pays the expenditure of 
his hottsfehold. The chief of it bearsrthc title oi Chasnadyr. 
All confiscations belong to this department. « 

The fourtf^o^ffice leceives the tiibute which is destined 
to be sent to Mecca, and which is employed m icpainug 
and beautifying Constantinople. 

The fifth office leccives the taxes of all the conquered 

I rovmces winch do not pay them into the office of tlie 
)efterdarPacha. To tills belong the sums which are paid 
by the Pachas, Zairas, Beys, and Timariots. The amount 
of this brancli of Ifie levenne cannot be ascertained, as the 
value of the coins in the diffeient provinces is very vanous. 
The Zaims, Beys, and Timai lots are possessors of lands, 
which iiave been granted them by the crown. Most of 
these lands are gi anted for life, some for a certain number 
of yeais, and very few are hereditary. 

finally, the sixth office receives all tlie conti ihiftions and 
taxes whicli are pind in kind, such as wood, hemp, ivheat, 
oats, ha\, IfCmey, buttei, lalldw, 8cc. 

All large sums aie leckoncd ip Turkey by purses, in 
^Tuikish pungha. A puise amounts, as ibave aheady ob¬ 
served, to about fifty potmds English. 

The legitimate ieve,nues of tne Turkish empire are ex- 
trenely insigiiifirant, in pfopor^iofi to the extent and na 
ttnal fertility of ihe pjovinpes of which it is composed. 
Were It inhabited by a civilized iomihercial nation, which 

S ave a due eticouiagemeni to industry, there is no dbubt 
ut jts rei'enues would become four times greatef than 
’theyarb atpicsent; bunR|||erthniiohyoke of despotism ibe 
subjects WMMfwveiis MBt vitbont oroportionablv enrichinji 
*the gQvprumcnt. 



REVENUES OF THE TURKISH EMPIRE. Vll 

I shall now give a statement of the revenues an«l expen¬ 
diture of the Tuikish empire, which 1 believe may be de¬ 
pended on, although I cannot altogether warrant its accu¬ 
racy. The documents from vvliich the foil owing statements 
are taketi, were in the possession of the IJefterdar Pacha 
and fell into my hands after the battle of llymnick. 


REVENUES. 

Pm^es. 

FIRST OFFICE. . 

In the hands of Muha Visi Evel, the 
fiist officer under the Defteidar, from 
different sources — — , 33,010? 

Kara Muha Visi receives the capita¬ 
tion of all those who,are not Mussulmen 5,103 
Mefcoufat receives certain contribu¬ 
tions from paiticular cities *— 2,G^T^ 

Muha Visi Evel receives the tributes 
of some Tmiariots — — 1,970| 

Madcn Muhatasi receives the products 
of the mines, in Turkish Maden, and the 
customs of Smyrna, (Jhio, Gallipoli, 

Rursa, Smit, and Constantinople — 18,003 
Bursa Muhatasi, receiver of the rents 
@f the Bursa’s lands, houses. &.c. — 90 

Mendgenick Muhatasj, receiver of the 
tributes which are paid -by the Z.iims 
siad by some Tiinariots — — 407 

StambuNMubatasi is tJic receiver of • 
the taxes paid by the mluibitants of 
Constantinople —• —• * — 1,5541 ' 

Acklonia Muhatasi^ receiver of the 
duties in the country of Kolo, near Salo- 
nichi _ _ — 245 * 

Egripos Muhatasi, receiver of the 
taxes in Negropont — 34 

Kislar Muhatasi, receiiler of the'rcnts 
of the crown-lands, that is, of those 
estates in the conquered province’s, which 
the Sultans have kept for themselves 1,4791 
Aoadoly Muiiatusi, tax collectoi in 
Natolia ' —r — * — .'ll. . 

Didedeula Muhatasi, receiver of cer¬ 
tain incidental contribution-, which, otic 
year with another, amount ’*0 — CO 


Aspere, 


4,6GG 


27,419 


1,557 


4,980 

• 

39,147 

G,509 

12,803 

15,896 

334 

35,014 
I 58 
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Pui scs. 

Kojnra Miihiilaai receives the tribute 
to whu'lj tlie slieop are subject; an asper 
is paul 3 early for each siieep, and the 
person wlio neglect', to announce when 
his sheep ha*, yeaned is liable to Cfirpo- 
real piinislimcnt, and to a penalty of two 
sheep ; this tax amounts to — 320 

The Pacha of Bassora pays to the 
Poife yeaily for the employrncuts which 
he iiolds — — — fiOO 


Sum total of the first office (ij,o84 


SRCONO OFFICK. * 

This oflk'S'iis cfilled the treasnij' of 
Adrianople ; it receives the taxes, called 
in Tuiki'.h M aiisul, which ate paid by the 
following pi o\ luccs ; 

From Natolia — — 862 

Fiom liotuelia — — 1)02 

Fioui VVelestin, Alad.schia, and Isar 
lands, .which aic situated twenty miles 
from Constarttinople — — 21 

From Bobiiia, Kamlscha, Eger, Sec. 310 
Besides the above-mentioned tax, Na¬ 
tolia is obliged to pay yearly to the 
hoaltnen of the Seraglio, the sum of ' 2.® 

Su iH» t 4 lal — 2,120 


■ THIRD OFFICE. 

Cairo pays 600,000 sultanins in gold, 
ami Ragusa 12,.500, Venetian sequins, 

W'liich together make ‘ — — 4,144-1 

'J'ransyhania, W allachia, and IHol- 
davia. ' , 1,113 


Sum total — 3 , 2.57 J 


The first office is obliged to furnish to 
thtsj eveiy thing v. h c!i is necc'-s iry for 
the Seraglio in t'‘eulniig, wo.)!, r-ilk, 
hordes,,dec, 


Asper-. 


20,996 


l()9-370 


60 


31,211 


3! ,27 I 


14,000 



OFFtCIAI. expense*. 


ray 


•FOURTH OFFICE 
Arerain Monabesi receives the taxes 
which are levied to defray tlie expences 
of lepairing and beaiilifying the metro¬ 

Furses. 

Aapers. 

polis, and these amount to — — 

Aremin Mubatasl receives the duties 

370 

9^537 

to which black cattle, &.c. arc subject 

9504 

48 

Total — ■ 

i.sao; 

9j 

FIFTH OFFICE, 

All the Pachalis are obliged to pay 
the duties to which they are subject into 
this office, besides the duties or contri¬ 
butions which belong immediately to the 
other four departinenlts. Those duties 


16,000 

amount to —^ — 

9,S40i 

Total — 


16,000 


SIXTH OFFICE. 

This office receives the contributions in kind, and reserves 
them for the following destinations : 

FOB TUR ARSENAI.. 

Pnom Cairo, 1,000 quintals of hemp, called in Turkish 
Kaliif.it; aO') fliisks of linseed oil, (Turkish Berir en-Turi); 
t!,000 pieces of linen, cacli piece consisting of GoVlls, and 
140 quintals of twine or packthread (in Turkish Syrit). 

Fii>m Sanakow on thd Bl.tck sea, 113 quintals of iron in 
bars (Turkish Oerrnir-dgybuck). 

i'Voin ibflouichi, 4,01‘2 yards of coaPse cloth from the 
manufactory of Bcglick. ^ 

From Kara and Boga, two Sandscharks or governments 
on the Dnieper, l,d00 irqpsof a given length and thickness. 

From Batava, Boli, and Ismit, 3,5d8 pieces of timber pre. 
pared and seasoned for sbip-bui|ding. 

From D'.aw ich, 0|OOO quintals of hemp, and 4,000 wooden 
hainmers for ship carpenters, . 

Fiom Media and Salnakugicjt, 6,700 lusts of timber, the 
last at live quintals. * 

Media also furnishes 3,00Q pieces of timber seasot|||U for 
sbip-building. 

‘ From Isar, 5,00(^ninte(^ oars (in Turki'h Tioreck^. 

From Athens an^ the surrounding couuu^y, u,000yard* 
pf coarse cloth. 

From liuUani i Isar, 60Q quintals of pitch and tar. 

. camfenhausen.] 
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From Kuga 25,790 planks of a given size and qua- 
lity. 

FOR Tlir. SCRAG MO. 

From Cairo, 36,000 incastnes of rice, the measure esti¬ 
mated at about a bushel and a qufiter English ; 45,()1'2 
pkas of sugar (in Turkish Selker), the oka eontains about 
three pounds; 2,000 measuics of peas (in'l'inkish Ih set), 
the size of the niea.sun is fixed by government; 2,fi00 mea¬ 
sures of lentils, (in Turkish Mfidgenieck ); G50 okas of pep¬ 
per, fin Tin kisli Biber); 3?0 okas of cinnamon, (in'J’lnkisli 
Tciisehiek); IfjOokas of ginger, (in Turkish Tsehintsehc(ii); 
250 osas of cassia; 990 okas of tin, to tin the kitchen uten¬ 
sils; (io okas of senna; J,200 of macaroni, (in Tuikish Fide), 
which is remarkable for the excellence of its quality; 400 
okas of loots and spices of diflerent kinds, particnlaily In¬ 
dian pepper; 300 okas of Peruvian baik : ftOf) okas of tama¬ 
rinds, of whicH ‘the Turks are extremely fond. 

From Gesan Kadelyck, 1,200 measuies of peas; 1,000 
pkas of millet and groats; and fJ20 okas of liquorice. 

From Borlo, 230 okas of saflVon. 

P'rom Wallachia, 1,200 okas of yellow wax ; tlic ])rocess 
of bleaching wax is unknown to the Turks; 15,000 okas of 
honey; 500 quintals of salt, and 170 okas of rock salt for 
the horses of the Sultan. 

From lietelegy, 6,090 okas of yellow wax. 

Frorfi Moldavia, 9,2J0 okas of yellow wax; and 12,000 
pkas of honey in jars. 

I'rom Enisiin near Trebisond, 3,000 okas of yellow wax. 

From Madin Esio Seregy, 1,070 okas of yellos.'.wax. 

From Ackioly, 3,000 measures of salt, and 520 okas of 
rock salt. 

From Bursa, 3,500 measures of wheat; 2,000 okas of a 
species of wheat, which the Turks' calLTarano; a kind of 
sour paste is made of it, which is left to dry, and either eaten 
in this manner or diluted with water, f 

Fioin Jambol, 30 hogsheads of a kind of fruit which is 
palled Amber-barassy. I have never seen it fiesh, but 
wlieuil is dried it resembles‘tke medlar in appearance, but 
not in^tasle. Jambol also furnishes 15 hogsheads of dried 
plumOo make slierbet. ' 

From Cogiar ni'ar Bursa, 2,000 measures of salt; 1,000 
^ons of ice ruid snow from mount Olympus. 

F'rom Obtnapgyek, KX) pipes of pickled salmon. 

From Stangj'oya, 2^ pipes of lemon juice, a^^d 12,OOQ 
jpfnons. 
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isi 

•From Bursa, 13 pipes of balsam, 8,000 fresh pomegra¬ 
nates, and KJjOOO limes ; 20 barrels of sharp, and 10 of 
common vinegar ;.40 barrels of unripe grapes, which being 
jnessed, give a juice which the Turks call Agrest. 

From Bursa and Tekyr-dagh(?, 20<),000 fowls, 

i'rom (jalllpoli, 5,0(X) melons. 

From Hisa, (i,000 onions. 

Besides the. abovementioned articles, tlii.s office receives 
from diffiient pans, two millions of difi’erent kinds of eggs; 
40o,8l)8 measures f>f barley, and 814,742 hundred weight of 
straw, and other articles .which it is unnecessary to parti¬ 
cularize. 

'riu; difTercnt sums which arc paid into the abovemen¬ 
tioned live offices, added together,, amount to 4,17.^,312 
pounds sterling; which, is a very inconsiderable sum, in com¬ 
parison with the e.ytcnt and resources of the Turkish em-^ 
pile, and would be in.sufficient to defray the expences a 
regular administration ; but as the pay of the army', and the 
salaries of the civil officej's of the state are very small, ihcy 
have a tacit permission from the government to plunder the 
subjects in every inamier that can be devised. The articles 
which are delivered in kind into the sixth office, are fullyr 
sufficient to supply the wants of the household; thus, when 
the casual sources of revenue, such as confiscations, the in- 
luuitance of strangled pachas, bosjpodurs, &c. arc taken 
into account, it is an easy matter for each Sultan to amass a 
considerable treasure. 1 shall now proceed to the expen¬ 
diture of the state. 

The expenditure of the Turkish government is as follows: 


To the Janissaries (Jenkitsobdry) 

To the A/.am'oglans, or children who 
are educated in the Sera'glio, to enter as 
cadets iutq-the army, or to wait oivthe 
person of the Sultan — — 

To the Boslanys or gardeners — 
To the Gebegys and Tobegis, servants 
in the seraglio • — • — 

To tbe Baltagys and Kalvagys, ser¬ 
vants in the old seraglio ’ —■ — 

To the cabinet makers and waggoners 
To the Sarakys or grooms — 

To the cooks, bakers, &c. (Murdback- 
«men-dschiu'lans) — ^ 


Purses. 

Aspers. 

4,007 r 

17,292 

112 

179 

122 

331 1 

700 

50 

400 

19 

1,190 

.1.50 

300p 


70 


* K 2 



132 


CAMPENHAUSEN'S TKAVELS. 


To the persons wlio are aj)nointed to 
erert tents (iiaider metcrly') —• 

To the maiiiitaclurers of pikes, arrows, 
and shields (Sanats^ — — 

To jlie tailors — — 

To the slandanl bearers (Sandschaly 
darlars) — — •— 

To the water-carriers of the divan 
(Sakkis) — — — 

To the overseers of thf^ arsenpi — 
To the Citiglas, or com pan ions of the 
Sultan 

To the. judge-advocates of the army 
(Kadilcskers) — — . — 

To the Sengy Agalery and the Miita- 
feraga, perspns whose duty is to wait on 
the females in Ihe interior of the seraglio 
T'o the Mukarekarans, or cleansers of 
the chambers — ♦- 

To the Tefdar Oda Kariblary|^ or se¬ 
cretaries of the chambers — — 

To the Kufet Agalary, or quartermas¬ 
ters 

To the Jerys Agalarys and Agas Uta- 
karys, or inferior quartermasters — 
To the Divanys Katablarys, or secre¬ 
taries of the divan — — 

To the Dschiaussys — — 

To the Azna Sstyr Settlery who serve 
in the treasury — — 

To the'physicians of the Sultan — 
To the Messins, or persons appointed 
to aimonnct? to the seraglio when the 
Small calls to prayers — — 

To the l>is ChasiiaDalarys, or stewards 
of the crown lands in th? provinces 
To the Poycks, inferior servants — 
To the Ege Dugan Dschalery ' — 
To the Mairmals, or engineers 
To the Jadi Escliitinerys, or Jewish 
physicians of the seraglio ; (the physi¬ 
cians of the Sultan are always Turks) 

To the privates oj’ the cavalry, or 
Sipahjs —• — ~ 


Purses. 

31 

21 




loti 

79 

80 

200 


35 

32 

r> 

80 

8 


14 

I 

10 

10 


.1,0 i4| 


AsperS. 


3,007 


12,339 


8G 

670 

57,890 


12,000 

70 

16,200 

3,827 


49,106 

79 

15,020 

36,019 

419 
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Purses. 

To llie Ka|)idgi’s, in number Jf)00 J.301. 

To tlic Dselujrjglans of the seiaglio lOO 
To ibe Mulbak Einini, who is ap¬ 
pointed to keep the register and jomaal 
of ibc seraglio — — — .181^ 

To tbe inspectors ol‘ bay for the Sul¬ 
tan’s horses, (Ai pa Emini) — — 300 

T'o tbe Stainbui Agary, or inspectors 
of wood in Constantinople — — 1021 

To the Pekitnil Emini, or ijiscuit- 
maker of t1ie sertiglio — —■ 1021 

Sum destined to keeping the castle of 
TVsiik in repair — — — CO 

• To support the foundery in Topbana doi 

For the annual {iresents to Mecca, 
and th«? travelling*cxpenccs of him who 

is charged with them — — *o“30 

For cloth to make scarps of honour 
for the Janissari^ who have distin¬ 
guished themselves — — 470 

For meat for the Jailkaries — fi93 

1o the persons who are appointed to 
pray for llic Sultan — ■■— 110 

']'o the garrisons in IMatolia and Ro- 

melia — — — 1,300 

To the seraglio in Adrianople — 145 

To the Beiis on,the coast; the Teiiter- 
Sta, the Tartar-Sta, the Sul tan i galga, 
the JSovifdin of the Tartars, and tlie 
13eys in Circassia — — G80 

To the inspectors of rioe "Und salt, • 

and to the so called inspectors of the 
Levant .— * — — 312 

To those who are appointed to regis- * 
ter and deliver the sheep to the oihee 
destined to receive them —^ — 130 

For the wardrobe of the Sulthn — U'O 

The females of the seraj^lio have a 
fixed income, which is received in an 
office appointed expressly*for this pur¬ 
pose. 

To the ambassadors af foreign courts 
for furs, &c. &c. — — '0 


Aspeis. 

5,000 

1,805 

*7,090 

7,090 

4,400 

3,900 


C,030 

30,800 

47,042 

1.200 


•20-r 
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Pursus. 

To the officers and soldiers who serve 


in the fleet — — 800 

Proseals of the Sultan at the feast of ' 


Bevram — — 


1000 

Piesents on the birlli of a child of 


the Sultan ' — 

— 

s >00 

Salary and annual presents 
JMufti — — 

to the 

500 

porlhc imperial chapel 

— 

25 

Tor pipes, tobacco, ik.tn 8v.c. 
To the person vyhu makes the 

turban 

5 

of the Sultan — 

— 

5 

To him who has the charge 

of the 


Sultan’s turban - — 

— 

2 


To the keeper of the hawks, and his 
assistants —■ — — 6 

'I’o the overe-oor of the hounds and liis 


assistants — — 4 

'('o the person who presetits pipes and 
colTce to the Sultan — () 

Kxlraordinary expcnces — — 30 


Aspeis. 


10,000 

1000 

300 


02,000 


17,900 


18,411 :i 


(i0,()7O 


Which makes about f)'20,850 pounds, 
sterling. 


1 liave given a faithful translation of ftie slatenierits 
which tell into iny Iiantls; but it will he pei'ccivc.tl, that in 
that of the expcnccs of the state, some itni>orlant articles 
liave been oiiiittcd; but ftven if these were taken into 
account, tiic income would still be considerably greater 
than the expcndilnrc, and coiisecptcntly, the Turkish trea¬ 
sury might, in the space of a few years, become the 
ricliest in the world; still there is always a scarcity of 
jiioney in I'urkcy, and this circutnstance. has occtisioncd 
most of the revolts which Ijaye taken place in tlie me¬ 
tropolis, and in the provinces. The misplaced parsi¬ 
mony of the .sovereign, the constant dilapidations in 
every br.anch pf the revenue, ‘tiud the iron hand of des¬ 
potism, which destroys all industry and commerce, have 
caused llie decline, and will, |>iobab!y, soon be produc¬ 
tive of the auuihilation of a state; which possesses the 
most fertile countries in Europe, Asia, and AlVica. 

END OF CAMFE.NUAUSEN’s TRAVUtS. 
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t Tour through Holland, alou^ the right and left Banks of 
the Rhine, to the South of Germany, in the Summer and 
Autumn of 1806. By Sir John Carr, of the Hon. 
Society of the Middle TempleAuthor of the. Stranger in 
Ireland ,• a Northern Summer, or a Tour round the Baltic, 
Sc. Sc. One Volume quarto, pp. 468, price 2l. 25. Lon¬ 
don, Phillips. 


Sir John Carr certainly ranks amongst the most inde¬ 
fatigable, as well as the most successful, of modern tourists. 
Every year produces some novelty, as the result of his peregri¬ 
nations; and each of his new productions appears to be as 
eagerly sought after as that which has preceded it. A tour 
made by an Englishman throudi the country of a belligerent 
power, where the very name of England is, by the crafty policy 
of Napoleon, proscribed, is so novel as to strike one with sur¬ 
prise at the fortitude of the mqn who should attempt it. But 
Sir John, it seems, was determined to incur some risk in the 
pursuit of fame; an3 being resolved to visit Holland, he adopted 
the stratagem of passing for an American, whom he resembled, 
and whose passport he procured. 

He went over to Holland tvith two friends, (Americans, we are 
to suppose) in a Dutch galliot, from Gravesend; and after being 
six days on the passage, came within sight of his destination. 
There was no occurrence worth notice during this time, except 
the devotional attention* of the Dutchman and his crew, who 

CARtt.] » 
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consecrated every breakfast and supper by a long and shrill an¬ 
them, and a still longer prayer. 

After a passage, says Sir John, during which our patience was put 
to a severe trial, we discovered Sthouwen, and soon after the Island 
of (jiorep, where the wind bt-gins to freshen, and just before we 
made the mouth of the Maas, we met and hailed a fine large 
fishing smack, flie captain of which our commander endeavoured 
to prevail upon, by the usual and generally successful applica¬ 
tion of a little money, to smuggle us into the Briel; after a long 
consultation, the captain and crew of tin; smack, not considering 
that all was fish which came to their net, refused to take charge 
of us, and to our no very pleasant sensations, instead of standing 
out to sea, tacked and returned to the Briel under full press ot 
canvass. A low slimy shore surmounted by green flags and a 
fi'W scanty oziers announced our voyage to be at its clcJ.^e, and 
wc entered the riv<;r of a country which our Hudibrastic Butler 
thus peevi.sh!y describes: 

“ A country that draws fifty foot of waiter. 

In wliich men lire as in tlie hold of iiainre; 

And when tlie sea iloes in upon them break. 

And drowns .a province, diX'S but siirin^ u Itath; 

'I'hut alw.-vys ply the pump, tuid never tliink 
They can be safe, tint at the rate they stinkj 
That live as if they htid been run as;roimfl. 

And, when they die, arc cast away and drowiiM; 

That dwell iii ships, like swarms of rats, jmd prey 
t^pon the goods all nations ships convey; 

And when tlnar meiehants are blown np and crac 1 
Whole towns ;»re cast away in storms ainl wreel.; 

That feed like amibals, on other fishes. 

And serve tlicir cousin germans np in dishes, 

A land that rides at ancliT)r,,.tuid is moor’d. 

In w'Inch they <lo not live, Imt go aboard.” 

The Duke of Alva, with more whmisictility and less hitter 
ness, observed, “that the Dutch, wore the lu-arest neighbours 
to hell of any people on the earth, for they dwelt the lowest.’’ 

BOTCH TEt,EnKAPH, 

In consequence of the tide being always very rapid when 
going out, and tlie wind again falling, vve came to an anchor 
in the mouth of the Maas. One of the first objticts that saluted 
our eyes, in this state, was the tekgra|)ii, wliich was in a state of 
uncommon activity, and the glasses of its official attendants 
often came in direct oppositkm with ours. The balls flew up 
and down with wonderful rapidity for nearly an hour after we 
anchored, and sufficiently explained tlie motive which induced 



THROUGH HOl-I.AND, 8lC. 


3 


the captain of the smack to return to port. The signification 
of the word Uriel, in Dutch, is spectacle, which is supposed to 
have given its name to this place, on account of the e.xtensive 
view wliich its buildings conunand of the suiTounding country. 
'I’his town is celebrated for having given birth to the iliu.strious 
warrior admiral Cornelius Van Tfomp. 

In the dead of the niglit, and in a deep fog, a fishjng boat, 
dropped along side, the master of which told u.s that the last 
vessel which had arrived from England had been confiscated, 
and all the passengers made prisoners, a^id after this exordium 
offered to conduct us in safety past the guard-ship if vve would 
give him two guineas apiece: and to secure our transit, he pro¬ 
posed shutting us nil down in his cabin, under hatchways, for 
that night and the whole of thf next day, and tlTen dropping past the 
guard-shi|) in^the evening; during all which time we must have 
sat chin to knee, and have been iutiuitcly worse accommodated 
tlian a cargo of African slaves. As we bad a mtwtal aversion 
from being introduced into tlie kingdom in this furtive manner, 
M e persifited in refusing to quit our vessel, to the no little mortifi¬ 
cation of our captain, w ho having safely deposited our passage 
money iii a hu ge tin box, was very anxious to get rid of u.s in any 
manner. 1 believe personal apprehen-sious induced him to W’cigh 
the anchor early next morning, and to bear away for Maasland- 
le^s, on the other side of the Maas, where after the captain had 
satisfied tlie commodore commanding the guard-.ships there, to 
whom he was well known, tliat we all came from Varel, a httle 
iH’iitral town to the eastward of the Weser, a fast sailing fishing 
boat was provided to take us up to Rotterdam, a distance of 
tw enly-live mK'.s, at half-a-guinea a head. 

M F, a W E R l.V K R. 

(iladly we hade adieu to our miserable ark, and ^out six 
o’clock ill the evening embarked upon the IVlcrwe river, a noble 
braiieli of the Maas, the breadth of which is about a mile, 
Ic.s.sening but in a little degree as it reaches Rotterdam. The 
water of this river is rafher foul, its shores arc beautifully lined 
with villages, farm-houses, and avenfies of trees. A botanical 
gentleman informed me •that the* Eri/ngiitm campestre, field 
cryngo, so very rare jn England, grows in great profii.sioii, and 
wild, on either side of the river, :uid in most other parts of 
Holland. 

When the night advanced, tlie floating lauthorns of the fi.sher- 
ijHTi had u pleasing and roinantie effect, as we glided along with 
a fine breeze; and a row of lamps runuirtg parallel with a canal 
eiipplicd by the Merwe, announced our pas.'ing Schiedam, "o 
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celebrated throughout Holland for ifs distiHeries of geneva, of 
which we were informed there were tlnee hundred before Hol- 
lanfl submitted to the arms of France. 

When the French troops entered Holland as victors, this 
beautiful river, in a season remarkably rigorous, formed a com¬ 
pact road of ire for the intanlrv, cavalry, and artiilerv, of the 
invaders: dreadful as the svintei was, the Frencli were in want of 
the most nece.ssary articles of cloalhing; even whole battalions 
were deslimte of .shoes and stockings, and cenliiuls frequently 
did duty with no other r'overing than a tattered blanket, and tlic 
fragment of a pair of breeches, which time and service had ro- 
dneed by instalments to little more than a few shreds: j et they 
did not repine. 

When the French'^troops entered P-otterdam, they were qnar-* 
tered on the inhabitants, whose goo{l opinion,^! was well 
informed, they soon conciliated by their quiet conduct and 
orderly depfl/tment. I afterwaiais received the same cliara<’ter 
of the French troops in other parts of Holland, from those with 
whom, I am convinced, they rvere not very woicoine visitors, on 
account of the contributions which they levied. 

LUDICROUS ACCIDENT. 

In the faces of our crew, and the scenery on each side of us, 
before dusk-fall, we saw those studies to which the exquisite 
works of the Dutcli school have familiarized every person of 
taste. About twelve o’clock we arrived at the boom, or harrier 
for shipping at Uottenlam, and here a luckless accident had 
nearly helallen me. The luggage of (he passengers was depo¬ 
sited in small holtls nearly the length of the vessel, covered over 
with loose boards: the night was dark, and us by the liglit of a 
solitary Iginp we were emfeavouring to get at our luggage, a fat 
Dutchman’.s wife spuing out of ihe^cahin, in which she had been 
concealed during our expedition up the river, who thiitkiiig lliat 
we were molesting some of lier bonnet boxes, in the unguarded 
violence of her aiiproach, slipped into one of tlie holds, the. 
boards of which had been inadvertently left open by the Swiss 
bridegroom before mentioned, in an irritable struggle to obtain 
his luggage^ the oaths and liowlings bf the poor lady hrouglit 
out her husband, a man w hom yve had remarked for the unplea¬ 
santness of his physiognomy and deportment during the voyage, 
and as I stood nearest to his prostrate wife in the act of assisting 
her, he charged me with having maliciously occasioned her suf¬ 
fering, apd threatened repeatedly to call the watchmen of the city 
and send me and my companions to prison. 

it was a long time before i could allay the storm, and dulcify 
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fl>o temper of tliij man, vvliith, coasideiing my situation, re¬ 
quired some little forbearance and maiiageiiieut of feeling. At 
length we got on shoic, and after imich difficulty and perambu¬ 
lation discovered a comfortable hotel in the snlmr!»s; tlie gates 
of the city being always shut, and the boom elosc^d at eleven 
o’clock. 

Our hotel lay at the bottom of a most beautiful avenue of 
trees, running parallel with the river opposite to the forry. Our 
landlord was very civil, and all his servants spoke French, fu 
tin.; principal apartment was a print of Jiapoleon in his corona¬ 
tion robes—1 afterwards observed similar prints in many other 
houses ill the city. 


HOTTERDAM. 

Many of the principal merchants of llotterdam liave country- 
bouses ill thfse dolightlul suburbs. 1 walked along a line of 
them, and beheld, for the tirst time, a specimen iff tlie taste of 
the Dutch in rural scenery; the gardens, upon a level with the 
river, uiui divided from it by a Ingh raised road, appeared to 
have been all designed by a mathematician ; hut still their neat¬ 
ness and lu.xuriauce left a pleasing impression on ilie mind. 
Upon every gate, or house, a motto indicative of the mind of 
the owner, or of the character of the place, presented itself— 
of which the following are specimens. 

Vreecle isiiiyn I.iistllaf 
I’f aoc is iny gaulcn. 
l.ust oil rust 
lloite .and repose. 

Iva by Ki'uteii 
Almost out of town, 

Ziel op u minder 

l.ook upon those beneath you. 

N. B. This Was inscribed upon a large 

liouse that cuiiiniaaded some little c»(togos. 

Wei te vreeda 
Veiy coiitcut, &c, &c. 

Tliesc inscriptions are seldom used but by opulent tradesmen; 
amongst the higher classe.s they arfe considered to be a little 
tinctured with vulgarity, though, us I found, they sometimes 
indulge in them: the villas of the’latter are frequently known by 
names corresponding with tho.se winch are applied to the coun¬ 
try residences of the superior fa’milies in England. 

In the morning onr luggage W'as iiispi;cted by the proper 
officers, who gave iis very little trouble, and were content with 
a trilling douceur. 'Die cutrai^e to the city, towards fhe rivpr. 
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tliroiigi) tli;-|)iincij):tl gate, called De Nicuwe Iloofds Poort, a 
stractiire iniiiiitcly more elegant than aiiotlier barrier of this city, 
called De Oiide lloofds IWrt, is very haiidsonie. 

'I'iu' immediate Iraiisition from the tranquillity of the country 
to the hufiv hum of men was very striking: the canals, with 
their nmuerous draw bridges, as we proceeded to our city hotel, 
the Marcschal de 'rurr ime, were lined with vessels of all sort- 
and si:;es ; and iiot\iithstanJing tlic war, every one appeared to 
Ire ( iigaged in some aclivi; pursuit or another. 

Defnrc huslililics began, it was no uncommon circumstance fn 
see iK'tween three ancf four hundred merchant sliips, from 
liitgland alone, lying in these canals and in the Maas; by which 
a vast coinmerec; is carried on with the greatest facility and 
economy, irom the centre to the extremities of the kingdom ; 
and as they communicate with the Hhine and olht.-r large rivers, 
all the productions of the, earth arc conveyed at litt’e expence to 
inatiy parts of the continent, in a period of trampiillity. 

TIio number of bcaiitil'ul streets adorned, as is the case 
throughout Holland, with noble rows of trees, is a spectacle at 
once novel and boanlifnl. The trees act as a fan to tlie houses 
in hot weather, and their leaves are said to inhale whatever 
incpliilic air may arise from such of the canals as are stagnant, 
and to breathe it out again w iih refreshing purity. 

In a sick chamber, fresh flowers are norr tlioiight sainbrions, 
although, in no very distant time, they were regarded by tlie 
faridty as extremely noxious. 

'Hie city derives its name from the adjoining river Tlotte, 
which unites with the Merwe, and from the neighbourhood of 
both to the sea, rcndcis the situation of this town very eligible 
for trade, commerce, and navigation. The pleasure-boats of 
some of tlie mercliants, vvliich we saw moored opposite to their 
hons( s,’appeared to be very clumsy, and constructed only for 
smoking or napping in: they were broad, high at the head and 
stern, admitted only of one rower, and had a heavy cabin with 
movi able glass windows towards the .stern. 

One of tlic first aiqiearances which impros.s a foreigner on his 
arrival in Holland is that of the houses, which, Imili of very 
small bricks, very lofty, ant', filled with large w'indow.s, projt et 
forward as they ascend—to such a rage has this unaccountable 
passion for avoiding an npiight been carried, that I am sure 
many of them nmsl be tw o or three yards out of the ncrptaidi- 
cular: nothing can be more whimsical than the corner houses of 
most of the stretgs. If these houses had not the appearance of 
being perfectly .'•talde, from the freshness of their outsides, ant} 
from their presenting no fissures, a stranger would be iudiiced. 
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iVoni .appiehoiis;ion of personal safety, to prefer paddling liis way 
ui the very centre of their canals, to walking in the streets. No 
scene can at first be more novel and interesting than that which 
llollerdam presents; masts of ships, eulivein-d by gay stream¬ 
ers ; beautiful stalely trees and lofty loaning houses appear 
mingled together, and at one view he s«;cs before him the cha¬ 
racteristic features of the country, the city, and the sea. 

BOOM-CUJ A'?. 

One of the first places w'e v isited, continues our traveller, was 
the Boom-quay, or Boompics, which extends along the river, 
about half a mile from the new to the oy head, the two places 
where the water enters lb,e city, and tills the canals, which are 
seven in number: this,street is very broad and truly magnilieent; 
and the prospect from it, over the river, and the opjiositc- 
country, highly delightful. Che_vuev-walk at Ciieisea is a very 
humble resemblance to it. 

iVIaiiy of the houses are very noble, and some of th«*m arc 
built of free-stone, which not being the produce of the country, 
must have been brought to the spot at a great expence, lu 
Kngland a rage for expensive huilding had so po.ssessed a man 
whom 1 knew, and who resided very far from the capital, that 
he hail many parcels blied with bricks and stones sent down to 
his workmen by the mail coach. 

The Boom-quay forms a line mall for tlie inhabitants of the 
city, and is chietiy the residcuee of the most o|mlent ar.d elegant 
* families. An English nobleman. Lord North and firay, iiad 
many years'^lnec a superb house heie, whicit he beeaine entitled 
to m right of his wife, a rich Dutch lady. 

ANl'-CDOTK OF BAVLIi. 

Upon this quay once resided the celebrated Bayle, the author 
of the Historical and Critical Dietionarv, and professor of 
philosophy and history at Rottei(iatn, irorn which ho was 
removed by the influence of M. .Imieu, who in a violent 
controversy with him, had illibenilly misrepresented bis piiiici- 
ples, and driven him to great peii'ury. The writings of this ex- 
tiaordiiiary man are so versatije’and so adapted to everyone’s 
taste, that he secured readers amongst divines, philo¬ 
sophers, ptiysicians, wits, and libertines in every part of 
Europe. 

No stranger can visit the Boom-quay without being informed 
that Bayle resided there, and without having the spot where his 
little mansion stood pointed «aut to him. Jt is the noble nature 
of genius to requite the ingratitude of a tliaiikless cquiitry, by 
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slu citlin®: upon it unquenchable lustre, and raising it in the rank 
of nations. 

In several parts of the city, memorials of the inroads of the 
Spaniards are traceable, not only in the forms of several of llio 
buildings, but in several mottos and inscriptions in their lan¬ 
guage, which are still legible in many of the old buildings, in 
this and in other cities. 

T)UTCH .If.WS AND Bl-GOARS. 

The number of .lews in Ilottcrdam is very great, and many 
of them are of high respectability, and as much distinguished 
for their integrity, as their industry and opulence. 

Soon after my arrival I had the pleasure of dining with one 
of the first families of that persuasion; oqr host, a very amiable 
man, gave us a true Dutch dinner, consisting of nearly fifteen 
different sorts bf fish, exquisitely dressed, and served up with 
vegetables of various kinds. In Holland, in preparing the fish 
for the kettle, the head, and fins, and tail, are generally cut off. 
In this city port w inc is scarcely ever drank, it is by no means 
gratifying to a Dnteli palate. Some was presented to me at a 
dinner where ,1 was, but it was so old that all its flavour had 
evaporated. The principal wines drank are Claret, Madeira, 
and 'the Rhine wines. 1 found the bread i"’ Holland every 
where excellent, and the coffee every where bad. 

I soon found that the received opinion of there being no beg¬ 
gars in Holland is perfectly erroneous, i was fieqnently beset 
by tlie-se sons and daughters of sorrow' or idleness, who preferred 
their petition with iriHefatigable pursuit, but in so gtv.tle a tone, 
that it w'as evident they were fearful of the police, '^fhey are 
abundant, *Jmt orderly. It was observed by some English in 
Holland, that a Dutch beggar is too wise to waste bis breath by 
asking alms of a Dutchman, and that relief is only sought from 
strangers; the fact is, there are so tnany asylums for paupers, 
that a Dutchman ac({uainted with the legislative provision 
made for them, always coiisiders a beggar as a lawless vaga¬ 
bond. 

For this reason, and this alone, Charity seldom takes an airing 
in Holland: towards the wrelcl'iei^ in, the streets, the rich in this 
country 

“ Reseiahle sweet instruments Iniiiji up in cases', 

“ Tliat keep their sounds to thetnM;lv<iS.” 

■ Titnon of Athens, Act. I. .Sc. 5. 

In no rmuiti V of its size, are there*more charitable institutions, 
and at the same time a stronger appetite for accumnlalion. To 
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make a jSjooH Jbarguin is considered by many a Dutchman as the 
highest aciiievcment of the human mind. As a proof that 
tfiey neviT sutler their national animosities to interfere with indi¬ 
vidual interest, the reader may rely oti the following anecdote. 
In an early stage of tlie ^st war, when the Dutch government 
rigorously prohibited the importation of English manufactures, 
some members of the executive body entered into an agreement 
with a mercantile house in llotlerdam, to supply the requisitiou 
for the cloathing of the French army, by a clandestine importa¬ 
tion of cloth from England, and tha looms of Yorkshire accord¬ 
ingly ( lothed ten thousand French soldiers. 

'Fbe same commercial spirit was observed by the Dutch many 
years since to us, when, in a severe battle between the fleeis of 
the Republic and Great Britain, during a cessation of the tight, 
for the mutual accommodation of repairing, some of the officers 
of the Dutch ships actually offered the captains of some of 
ours, supplies of gun-powder at an advanced price, in conse¬ 
quence of understanding that two or three of our ships had 
nearly exhausted their stores of it. 

I no where saw, except amongst the skippers, that mighty 
mass of breeches, in which my expectation had in part cloathed 
every Dutchman’s frame: but the appearance of many of the 
men in long flowered waistcoats, and trunk hose, and the 
females in short plaited petticoats, blue stockings, and large 
round silver buckles projecting over either side of the foot, was 
very whimsical. 


HEREDITARY BREECHES. 

Many (A their dresses are hereditary; aijd grandfather, father, 
and son, ha^e in regular .succession proceeded to the altar in the 
same nuptial breeches. 'I’heir »1uays are very spacious, and 
every where embellished with trees; and the canals deeper 
and cleaner than in any other of the large cities in the 
kingdom. ’ 

In consequence of the features of every street being so similar, 
a .stranger tinds uncommon difficulty in reaching the place of his 
destination, or in returning to his hotel, without a guide. 

THE £;x(:;hange. 

After having secured a bed-room, and deposited our luggage 
at the Mareschal de Turenqe, kept by Mr. Crabb, an English¬ 
man, who renders the character of a maitre d’hotel eminently 
respectable, by his attention to foreigners of every description, 
and to his own countrymen in particular, by moderate charges 
CARR.] c 
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and excelirnt aci-ommodations, wc proceeded lo tlje Exchange ar 
two o’clock, when the merchants assetnWe. 

Tliis building is an oblong square, 'vith a covered walk on 
each side, and is a plain huiidsome building. It was finished i)i 
1736. I was astonished to find it crowded in every }]«rt, and 
presendng, in the activity and bustle which were displayed, 
every appearance of a great coininercial country in a high state 
of prosperous tranquillity. In this Babel assembly the greatest 
interest for a successful termination of the nt'gotiation between 
France and England seemed anxiously to pievail; and induced a 
stranger like myself to think that the interests of Holland weie 
pretty closely interwoven with those of England. 

The arrival of English papers, and of couriers from Paris, 
never failed to excite a strong sensation from one end of the city 
to the other. Upon tlic exchange 1 saw' several Englishmen 
transacting business; and such is the respect which the Dutch 
bear towards u#, that we soon found the suspicion of out 
being English rather increased than damped the civilities we ex¬ 
perienced. 

As Rotterdam may be considered, as Bonaparte has recently 
described the city of tlambnrg, une vilfe yfng/aise, in conse¬ 
quence of so many English families having settled there bcloie 
the revolution, and also of the proximity of its port to EngLiid. 
it was with surprise I found that the new ruler and form of 
government were so populai as they are in this city. 

In the years 1794 and 1793 the progress of the French arms 
excited uncommon consternation in this city, in whieli a higliei 
veneration for the stadtholderian govenmient, as established imdti 
the influence of Etiglind and Prussia in 1737, existv,.!, than in 
any otlier city in the United Provinces. 

A short toie before we visited Rotterdam, we beard that the 
king and queen had visited that city, the only one w hich they bad 
then honoured witli their presence, except the scat of the royal 
residence at tlie Hague. 

Upon their arrival in the city, their majesties and the two 
princes, in their coiriages, attended by their suite and an escort 
of horse, proceeded to the Exchange, where they were waited 
upon by the principal functionaries and a* deputation of the most 
opulent merchants of the city, ' 'i’heir majesties appeared to be 
much affected by the very flattering maimer in which they weie 
received. 

llie queen, who is always menUoiied by thost! who have had 
tile honour of knowing her before and since the wonderful eleva¬ 
tion of so flMHiy branches of her family, as a most amiable, en¬ 
lightened, and accomplished womuq very much gialilied some 
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f>f the members and the nation at large, hy observing upon the 
li\change: “ We are deeply penetrated by the cordiality vriih 

which we have been received in the country; as strangers we 
“ could not, and did not expect such a reception; but we hope 
“ to remain long enougji amongst you to secure your esteem, by 
“ doing all the good in* our power.” This short address, deli¬ 
vered with tliat grace and manner, w'hich, 1 am informed, are 
so oliaracteristic of her majesty, captivated all the Dutchmen 
picseiit, and spread with great celerity through every part of the 
c ity, and contributed to iai»e hi* very liighiu the public esti¬ 
mation. 

Fi om the Exchange their majesties proceeded to the Admi¬ 
ralty, and were gratified, for the first time in their lives, with 
seeing a man of war, j seventy-four, launched; and after par^dk- 
ing of a splendid pollation, they passed through the principal 
sti cets in a single carriage, unattended by tlieir body guard. On 
this public ocrasiun, the only external ornaiilent which the king 
w ore w as the star of the legion of honour. 

EFFORTS OF THE KING OF HOLLAND. 

In the department of (he admiralty, the king has effected 
many wise and salutary regulations, lie has abolished all the 
hiiioenre ofiices attached to it, reduced overgrown salaries, and 
doubled the hours of labour of the clerks, who were before 
almost receiving the wages of idleness from the country. By 
this firm and sagacious runduct, the king has already produced a 
saving to the slate of Iwo millions sterling a i/ear. 

Be fore the new constitution, which will be given hereafter, 
was finally adjusted, the king declared, Ahat the national debt 
should he most sacredly respected, and its guarantee forms 
lucordingly a permanent feature'in that system, jnd measures 
have been adopted for its^ speedy liquidation. The king has akso 
chosen two gentlemen of high respectability from the body 
of the merchants of Hotterdam, to be members of his 
council. 

Before these circumstances, and the previous unsettled condi¬ 
tion of the country are known or reflected upon, it would appear 
soincw hat paradoxical,* that as tbe interests of the Dutch have a 
bias in favour of England, agd'as their government is of French 
constriictioii, the ruler who has been placed over them hy events 
little less than miraculous, pould ever, and especially in so short 
a time, have made himself popular; but to the fact I pledge 
myself, upon the authority of some qf the most respectable and 
enlightened Dutchtnen in different parts of Holland, repeatedly 
renewed to me. 


( 
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It is a subject of congratulation with cry Englishman, that 
a similar spirit of economy and retrenchment animates the 
minds of the present administration, which, during the short pe¬ 
riod of its elevation to power, has purified many of the public 
olfices of slothful supernumeraries, and has to its eternal honour 
refused to augment the public burlh*n.s by reversionary pension.s. 

By such instances of public virtue, and the uisdom, vigour, 
and sound policy, which reign in the councils ot his majesty, 
the British empire may ultimately triumph over its enemies, 
or at least be preserved cniiraiamidst the geneial wreck of other 
pations. 

'I’he king of Holland was described to me to resimble his 
brother Napoleon, very strongly in size, complexion, manner, 
thoughtful taciturnity, and abstemiousness: he is a great invalid, 
and has received some severe paralytic shocks in one of hi- arni.s, 
for which, as well as for the general extreme delicate* state of 
his health, he has' been obliged to visit the baths of Wisbaden, 
and to drink the waters of the Spa; which prevented his re¬ 
maining in Holland but for a very short time, after the consti¬ 
tution had placed him on the throne, and lie uas absent when X 
was tiiere. 

The king has the reputation of being much pleased with the 
English character, and very fond ol the society of Englishmen; 
a gratification which a series of adverse ciicumslauces has pre¬ 
vented him from indulging in for some time past, i remember, 
when 1 was at Paris, during the brief pause of war, that just 
gave “ a time for frighted peace to pant,” he W'as never more 
liappy than when he had one of our countrymen at bis splendid 
and hospitable table, <• 

KiMILY OF THE “dutch SOVEREIGN. 

The queen is, as she was also described to me, a brunette of 
considerable beauty, inclined to the en bon point, has a face ex¬ 
pressive of great suavity of mind, and is highly accomplished; 
she pai ticulai ly excels in dancing, in which, for the gracefulness 
of her attitudes, she is said to be unrivalled, lo this elegant 
accomplishment she is particularly attached, and when .she tra¬ 
vels, is generally complimented, 'in any considerable town where 
she stops for a day or two, with a public ball, an attention by 
which she is always much gratified. 

Their majesties have tw'o princes who are very young; the 
eldest is called Napoleon after the emperor. Should the dynas¬ 
ty of the Bonapartes experience no convulsive overthrow, it is 
generally bchnsed that, upon the demise of that extraordinary 
being, \vho has pushed so many kiugstfrom their thrones fo make 
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room for the members of his own family, the crown of France 
will devolve upon this child. 

la detailing these few anecdotes, which to me at least were in¬ 
teresting, 1 have been induced by u veneration for truth alone, to 
give a representation which, to .such as thin! that notliing fa¬ 
vourable, however deserved, should be reported of those with 
whom we are not in amity, will not be very palatable. To an 
enemy, if not generous, let us at least be always just. It is as 
base in puiiciple, as it is dangerous in politics, to depreciate the 
popularity ol a prince with whonrf we are at war, for it obvi¬ 
ously leails to a miscalculation of his influence iipini his people, 
and of the nature and extent of his strength and resources. 

I abhor fuming a sovereign with ^dulation, more t specially 
the ruler of a country ;it war with my own ; but it is what 1 owe 
to my country to relate the fact. 

CH ARACTERISTIC RH VS IOC N0*MIES. 

In my way to the celebrated statue of lirasnuis, and indeed 
wh'-rever 1 moved, almost every face 1 met looked as if it be¬ 
longed to a soul more disposed to cultivate the figures of arith¬ 
metic, than of ihetoric. 1 saw none of those sprighfly phv.si- 
ogiioinies, which abound in the large towns of England or 
France, full of smiles, of levity, and carelessness, the happy 
owners of which appear as if they basked and frolicked in the 
.sunshine of every event. Even the Spanish proverb, thoughts 
close, look.s loose,” is not observed in this city. An eye 
prone to the earth, a look of settled meditation, and a measured 
pace denote the liottordammcr. Yet with these appearances 
ilolland'ha.s not been insensible to that Ikerary merit, in honour 
of which, in other times and regions, the Grecians and Koinans 
raised temples, statues, and constituted public gaii.Rs, to which 
the Persians, the Arabia^ns, the 'J'urks, and even the Chinese, 
presented the most magnificent rewards. 

STATUE OF ERASMUS, 

This statue stands upon an arch crossing a canal, and i.s nearly 
ten feet high ; it was finished iq and is said to be the cA<y- 

d’u'uvre of Henry dtf Keiser, a very celebrated statuary and 
architect. It has been said^ that in the quality of the different 
.statues which the Dutch raised to the memory of Erasmus, may 
be traced the different degrees of zeal witli which his memory 
was cherished by them.—This statue is of bronze. 

In 1540 they raised a statue of wQod; seventeen years after¬ 
wards, blushing for the little respect they bad observed, they ex¬ 
changed it for one of blue«tone; and iir sixty-five years follow- 
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in? apotheolhized liim by the noble memorial of their veneration, 
which 1 fouUanplated with equal admiration and delight, in 
1J7‘2 the Spaniards, Vandal-like, siiot at the stone statue witii 
their muskets, and threw it in the canal, from whejice it was 
afterwards raised and again set np, by order of the magistrates, 
ujion the expulsion of the Spaniards. 

The bronze figure is clad in an ecclesiastical habit, with an 
open book in his_ hand. Various attempts have at difl'erent 
limes been made to convert the sage into a turncoat; before the 
revolution which expelled the stadtholder and his family, every 
concavity in his drt;ss was crammed, on certain holidays, with 
oranges; during the hey-dey of the republican form of govern¬ 
ment, amidst the celebration of its festivals, he was covered with 
tri-coloured ribbons, when the juice of, the orange was never 
suffered to pass the lips of a true patriot!! ^ 

Iwasmus was very accomplished: he is said to have imbibed 
from 11 ails Holbein a fine taste for painting, and to have painted 
several pictures whilst in the convent at Gouda. 

ikinongst the chinches, the only one I saw w'orthy of notice 
was tlu' cathedral of St. Lawrence, the tow er of which I ascend¬ 
ed, and from its top commanded the greater part of the south of 
Holland. 'I'lie body of the church is very large. 'J’he walls, 
like all the rest of the Dutch churches, are saddened over with a 
great number of sable escutcheons, and the floor covered with 
vush-bottom chairs for the congregation when assembled. A 
magnificent brass ballustrade of exquisite workmanship, separates 
the choir from the nave. 'I'lie church is used for variou.s pur¬ 
poses : the synod of the province used to assemble in it the pres¬ 
bytery of the town ; k was informed he still coiiUnue8*'to do so ; 
and at the fairs, booths are erected in it. 

'I'he only^lnoninncnts worthy of attention, and those merit 
but little, are erected to the memories jpf Admiral Cornelius de 
"VVitt, Jolianiies a Brake!, and Admiral Korlenaar. A mugniii- 
ceni organ has been building for some years in this church: a 
very large but inadequate sum of money has been subscribed for 
this superb instrument, which is intended to rival the celebrated 
one at Hacilem, but much moj-e money will be necessary for 
that purpose : the object of this I'ueasurc iS» not out of homage to 
St. Cecilia, but from a commer*ci;)l spirit, that repines at hear¬ 
ing of the number of persons who flock to Haerlem to hear its 
boasted iiistrinnent, by which considejable sums of money in the 
course of the year are expended in that city. 

To the honor of Holhgfid, her seminaries of learning have 
always'• been favorite objects with her government; and I was 
well mformed, ll»a.t to the fni ther p. oaiotion of this great and 
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\ital source of, the morals, order, and glory of nations, the king 
has devoted tmich of his consideration. 

To the choirs of tliis cathedral, the srholars of the charity 
schools of the city, attended by their masters and professors, 
repair tw'icc a year to undergo a public examinrtion, in the pre¬ 
sence of the principal oificers of the slate resiiiont in the city, 
who are distinguished for their learning, attended by some of the 
clergv. The rector, or first professor, opens the meeting with a 
short speech in praise of Uterature and the Civil Ma^ish-ary ; 
such of the pupils as are about to rc4nove to the university, pio- 
Hoiince an oration in praise of some illustrious prince, or of 
Erasmus; on the dignity, ornament, and utility of sound learning 
to a state; in praise of commerce and^industi v; on the htineful 
consequence of passion, and indoleiii-e; on fortitude, patience, 
concord, and other moral virtues; they thru conclude with a 
coinpiimAit to their masters for their care of them, and ti> the 
magistrates for honoring them with tfit‘ir presence; and iinallv, 
take leave of their school-fclIows, whom tliev exhort to pm sue 
their studies iialcfatigably, and to live in amity with each 
other. 

'ilie principal magistrates then present each of ihein with 
some classical author, superbly bound and guilt; the inniors, 
v\ho are to remove to the higher elasies, then cfimc An n .ird, and 
compliment the magistrates and their masters in a sentence or 
two either of verse or prose. 'Ihc effect of this (unxinony 
ts encreased by the oi^an playing at its c.omnieiicem'ii! and 
close. 

The reader will, .1 am sure, says Sir .John, bt; gratffii'd witli 
tliis brief description of a plan so generative of every good to the 
nation which adopts it. Children, as sooti as they can think, 
discover that they are the peculiar care of their coiiniTy ; they aie 
taught to resjicet its laws, and by descanting upon, to imitate its 
most shining examples, antJ to repay the paternal ^^dieitude of ilie 
government, by becoming usci'ul or ornamental me.mbeis of its 
community. 

Amidst the political storms which have agitati d Holland for 
so many years, more fatal to its prosperity than those of the 
ocean, in which it almost appears to float, education lias never 
been neglected : to bestow upofl his children decent and u«;fid 
instruction, has ever formed the anxious care of the Hollander: 
be feels that whilst be trains their minds to habits of investigation 
and iHdu.stry, he secures to them, under any form of government, 
the sources of support and advancement. 

This general diffusion of useful instruction made Holland 
what she was in the most winning periods of hei history, and 
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whenever its enlightening influence shall cease tp be felt, as a 
commercial country she must decline. 

The very few instances of cruelty which occurred in Holland 
during the late revolution, have been very justly attributed to the 
happy efi'ects of education. Whenever any disposition to severity 
evinced itself, an appeal to reason and humanity inclined it to 
forgive: a memorable proof of this statement will hereafter 
appear in the account of some of the revolutionary movements 
which occurred at Amsterdam. 

Even an English meri'liiint would be astonished to sci? the 
wonderful arithmetical attainment of stripling clerks in any of the 
Dutch compting-houses, and the quantity of complicated busi¬ 
ness which they discharge in the course of the day, the order of 
their books, the rapidity and certainty of theic calculation, 
according to the commercial habits and exchange of different 
countries, and the variety of languages which they speak; to 
which may be ailded, the great regularity and length of their 
atteudaiiee, and the decency and propriety of their deportment. 

COIN OF HOLLAND. 

It is with great rcluctanee, says our traveller, I approach the 
.subject of the currency of llollatid, but as 1 hope to he read by 
.some one who may hereafter visit that country, as much a 
stranger as 1 was to it, it is fit that I should not omit it; and I 
hereby apprize all my chair-iravrllhig readers of my intention, 
that tliey may Icup over iny table of coins if they choose so 
to do. 


SII.VRlt COINS. 

A doyt. Worth about half a farthing. 

A stiver. About a penny at par. 'Ewelve stivers are gene¬ 
rally, but not in every part of Holland, coasidcred equal to a 
shilling. This coin resembles a silver penny. 

Dubbellje, or’ two stiver jiicce. This coin is very convenient 
small change. 

A quarter guilder, or live stiver piece. This coin, 1 am told, is 
very rare; 1 met with none of it. 

A zesthalveu, or five stivers and four doyts. Tiiis is a piece of 
base metal, and oipial to an English sixpence; it is very conve¬ 
nient for an English traveller, on account of its precise value 
being known. 

Scliellingen, of vai ious kinds, the size of which determines the 
value, unless they are stamped. 

Six and a half stiver piece. A silver piece, little larger than a 
sixpence, and the eighth part of ? rix-dollar. 
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stiver pine. A larger, but thinner piece than a schel- 
lingvn, iiMl iimdi in circulation. 

Ten .stiv<T piece. Worth half a guiltier, very scarce. 

Twelve and a half stiver piece. Not much in use. 

'i'hiileen sliver piece. A Zealand coin, and much in cir¬ 
culation. 

A guilder or florin, or twenty stiver piece. The legitimate 
coin of Ilullund, by which they calculate, and is the best 
silver. 

Twcntv-fonr stiver piece, or half a*rix-dollar. 

'l'went\-si\ stiver jhece. 

Twi nty-cight stiver piece. '^I'here are many sorts of this in 
Holland: it is usual to receive five u lot, each of which is 
r equal to .seven giiildeiis. 

Thirty sliver piece, .or dollar. Of the value of half a crowu 
J^nglish, and about that size. 

Thirty-one and a half stiver piece, or half a ducatoon. They are 
rare. 

Forty stiver piece, or two guilder piece. Not common. 

Fifty stiver piece. Tlie antient rix-dollar; not much in 
use. 

F'ifty-lwo stiver piece, or modern rix-dollar. Much in circula¬ 
tion—in Amsterdam, and .several other jdace.s, th<>y will not 
puss for more than 50 or 51 stivers. In Zealand they are 
Worth 5.‘J. 

Sixty stiver piece, called a three guilder piece. Much in 
use. 

Sixty-tliiee stiver piece, or ducatoon. Coined when the Spa¬ 
niards wTic in the country. 

gold coins. 

.4 ducat. A beautiful coin, of the purest fine gold. The Jcvv» 
and ilie brokers generally deal in this coin, fiy which tliey 
receive two or three stivers profit on each. It is thin, and 
reaiarkubly pleasant to the touch; and _as a proof of its 
purity, it will bear to be fre.qiieiilly bent, without break¬ 
ing. Upon almost every part of the continent this coin 
be.ar.s a premium, aiid*is current throughout Europe. 

A double ducat is ten guilders ten stivres. 

Kidt;r, fourteen guilders. 

Half rider, seven guilders.. Tliese arc current through the 

provinces. 

1 would recommend the traveller to carry with him a suffi¬ 
cient number of guineas for his reluni to Enghuid, a* they are 
care.] d 
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Scarce and very dear; for twelve guineas 1 paid an exchange of 
•To-4 agio K) t on ]4.>, or Mil. 4a'. (ir/. 

No alleralioii has taken place in the legends of the coins of 
Holland. Since the revolution there has been a copious silver 
coinage, but the florin has remained the same for more than a 
miturv. The old calendar is adhered to, with the slight altera¬ 
tions rendered necessary by a change in the name and spirit of 
the goveninieiit. 

The practice of vails-giving still continues in Holland. Pro- 
viouK to luy going to dine w»di some acipiaintanee.s u hich J made 
at iioiicrdai!!, 1 was particularly lensiiuled by a friend who knew 
the liabits of the eouiitrv, not to forget to carry a few llorins with 
me, Us I'le servant \\h<.i opened the door, niion my quilting the 
hen.-e, woi'.id espect citlur one oi luo _of those pieces. '.I'hi.v 
aboininably me an practice existed in 1‘ingland in a higher degree, 
and .-liil continues in part in tin; shape of card money.'• 

Jii houses of great resort in Holland, servants are in the habit.v 
of pnrchai.ing their [ilnet s of their masters free of vt ages, solely 
for the clouccnrs which custom rigidly e.xacts from the visitor. 
.4t one tabh^ a fiicnd of mine, a thoughtless i'inglishrnaii, was. 
leininded of his having forgoltcn the usage, by baving a quaiitit\ 
soup poured cner Ills new coat by accidental design. 


VEOET.A Rl.ES. 

In tile streets 1 was much gratilied by seeing the fruit and 
vegetable nUcistllie fruit was abundant, very fresh, and fine, 
and such as is usually to be found at the same season in Kngland ; 
the vegetables are remarkably excellent, and are submitled to 
the eye in the ckaiiex'. und most attractive manner. The Dutch 
jiotatoes arc small, and imcoimnonly good; 1 think they are, if 
po.ssibh;, sCijfierior to those of'irelaud. 

DUTCH CUEANLINESS. 

I'he proximity of the houses to the ciuials enables the Dutch 
women ro indulge to the full extcuit of iheir wishes, in scrubbing 
and nio[)ping their pas.sages and rooms, which they do from the 
first to the last bhesh of day; indeed, cleanliness in lliclr ln)uses 
is carri' d to a painful excess. All the streaig features of an 
Knglish Saturday eviaiing, viz. Diops, pails, scinbhing-brushes, 
tlieU rs, fidlers’ earth, are in active use every hour of the day, in 
Hohand ; and a little hand-garden engine is in perpetual requi¬ 
sition, f,r washing the out.side of the windows. 

liat tiie aqua-terrene nymphs to whose hands these right use¬ 
ful in trunients are committed, appear to be so solicitous of re- 
Hioving every feculent impression of the foot in their white-tiled 
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hall''', of giviii" a brilliaiii polish to the brass knockers, and of 
preserving the furniture of the rooms unsullied, that they fre¬ 
quently neglect to purify their own persons; the chai'ins of nlneii 
art! to 1)0 often seen mingled with, if not e.b-enred by, the accre¬ 
tions of long neglect and inatteiition. Some' Iravi llcrs have ex¬ 
tended similar remarks to tlie higher classes oi 'he female sex, 
but unquestionably with more spleen than trnt!:. 

t had the honor of being acrjiiainted with inanv Dutch ladies 
of respectability, and found them to be very neat in their persons, 
but my first remark too powerfully jtpplies to the lower orders of 
tile sex: they have no leis'ure to attend to themselves. 

I remtaaber at Amsterdam a servant was very angry because I 
would not suffer her to wa,sh my bed-room eery day. It might 
be supjiosed that in a climate which mu«t be naturally very liuniid, 
the natives wonld prefer having dry rooms as long as possible. 

tin IN r. BOATS. 

Ujron some of the canals I saw llbinc boats of extraordinary 
dimensions; they wlare principally laden with hardware, and 
their owners and fanulies reside wholly on board, m a suit of 
cabins, generally raised upon the deck, m Inch in point of com- 
modions arrangement, of neatness and comfort, cannot easily he 
surpassed on .shore. Upon the fore and aft part of the deck their 
ware is exjwsed to sale, and liclow are prodigious dej'ots of the 
same- -articles. T'iiese vess»>ls are frequently six montlis in their 
voyage up and down the Khine, in consequence of their stopping 
at those cities or towns situated on its banks, wiierc the owners 
arc likely to have a murkot for their mcrclumdizc. 

'I’lie reader will be surprised to hear that in several shops I saw 
many prints of our illusltious Nelson, in wfiich the artist, in order 
to jiri've'nt the beholder from doubling that he had lost the sight 
oi one eye in the service of his coiniliy, had the optic completely 
leinoved from its socket,<und left a large frightful hole, for the 
purpose of illustrating this part of his heroic liistory. 

REPORTED STATE OF FR.yXCE. 

At an e.xcelleiit ffi/z/c d'hote, at tlie Marcschalde Tnrcnne, says 
Sir ,J ohn, I had the happhicss of mceling scvt'ral of my eoiiiitryiiicii, 
who were returning to England .after a long and most unjust de¬ 
tention at Verdun; from them 1 learned that specie was abiindan 
in I'rance, and that Napoleon scarcely admitted any paper to be in 
circulation ; that the roads were no longer fanned, but by the aid 
of a small additional duly on salt, were put into the fiiiesl condi- 
and that no toil whatever was'takeu in any pait of the 
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rigidly treated, but llu re w('ie no bounds to tbe rapac ty of diose 
appoiaicd to look alter tliciii, particulaiiy of the gms (Tarmi'n. 

COLLECTIONS OF PAINTINGS. 

The collections of paintings in Rotterdam arc not numerous, 
but very .■ .Je<-t: perhaps no people upon the face of the earth 
ever dis;}!;n • ci a more inveterate and immoveable attacliineut to 
every tirn;; of native giowth than the DtUeh, exi'ept the Ciiinese, 
•w'ho eoiisicier the improvenient as the penal innovation, and who 
confine!! a native in irons for iiie, bcc.mse he ventured to maK.e, a 
boat upon a new coiLstruclioA, by which it sailed faster than any 
other. 

This immoveable adhesion to old customs in the Dutch, is 
the more siugniar, as Innu tln-ir commercial character, they hare 
bten in constant in’.i rconrsc with the nulive.s of every ijnaiter of 
the gh/be, t!i'' v. ri.iiis jiro-iuces o; nhieh tliey have hronylit into 
their own eanals, but not for adojiti.in, imitation, or, g< iier:;|iy 
speakine, for consuir.jitioii, hut solely for profitable re-.sale. 
This s))irit, or if yon like to call it so, this f/w.-'r pithin', is 
Etroayly evinced in all tin ir eolleclioiis of j/aiiilings ; in I'lily one 
or two privali ladnnets in Idollund are to be found any produc¬ 
tions ol llie Italian and Venetian seliools. 

Tin; finest private cabinet belongs to M. Vanderpals, a rich 
ami very respectable mereliant; it's principally filled by the woiks 
of tiiat d(‘lightfiil master Nicholas Rercbeiii, and Tiiiglebach ; of 
of the former J shall give a few striking anecdotes wl’en I naeli 
ilafilcin, tin: place of his nativity; of the latter I shall lirielly 
speat; when 1 describe b'rai'kfort on the Maine, where he was 
born. T'l. X'aiukiput, aiiollier wealthy merchant, has also a 
very large and well st k'cted collection of the J)uteh artd rienie h 
paiiifers. M. l.oekhorst, a gentleman of commercial distinc¬ 
tion, has als’6 an assoi tnuau of pictures of the same school. 

The proprietors of these valuable productions arc always ready 
will; the greatest politeness to gratify strangers with tbe sight of 
them. 

Ti.<‘ perfection to which the Dutch and Fleniisli schools arriv¬ 
ed, proves that great artists may be formed, without the assist¬ 
ance of great galleries. 'I’he present low state of the French 
school demonstrates, that tbe mo.st magnificent collection ever 
known, coniuiniiig tlie renpwne'd and t sal ted sjiecinieus of art, 
and opened to ilie uispectiou of every one with a becoming spirit 
of liberihty, cannot form good artists. Tbe liiaint Jeiome of 
Corrcglo, and tbe St. Cecilia of Michael Angelo, have created 
iio'succe.sslul disl^I)le since their arrival at Paris. 

At Dort, or Dordreght, a city of great antiquity, about nine 
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intU:.s from RoUinlain, n-sldcs a r elfbrated artist of the name of 
V aresla.iie, agod about lilly ; he is jusily celebrated for his eriiidle- 
lii^br, subjects, uidcii are inasteily —one of his works, a sc.hool by 
eaiidlcligiit, and a number of children, is spokiai of as truly ex¬ 
quisite. On ai count of his eyes growing weak, lie has aitered 
liis inaniK'r, uiul at present confines hiinscll' Ur large figures, por¬ 
traits, and conversations. 

As 1 was inlori’ic'.l there was nothing very attnictive a* Dort, 
I did not visit that City ; it is however famous for having given 
birth to sever.il able men. John Gerard Vossius stuilicd there in 
lot 7, an<! wrote a great number o* h anted works; be w'as tin- 
father of Isaac \ o.ssitis, also a mail of jirofound erudition. Our- 
King Cliailes huiiiorously observed of liiai, alluding to his credu¬ 
lity and intidelily ‘‘ that he would believe any thing but lUc Bible’’ 

1 NTF.nPOSITlON OK I'K O V i li r.N C E. 

Tile Iflilowing very iiiU resting and extraordinary circumstance 
oeciirred at Dort in the year which iii still the frequent 

iiarialive of tin: young and old of that city, w ho r; late it with 
maigled sensations of awe and deigiit, as an interposition of 
l)i vine Providence in favor of a widow and her family of this 
<’ily. 'I’liis woman, who was very industrious, was left hy her 
husband, an eminent carpenter, u comfortahle house w’itli some 
laud, and two boats for carrying mercluindivie and passengers on 
the canals. She was also supposed to he worth about ten thoii.,. 
Baud guilders in ready money, which she employed in a hcmjieii 
and sail-clotli manufactory, for the purpcise of increasing lier 
fortune and instructing her children (a son and two daughters) 
ill useful bianehes of business. 

One night about nine o’clock, when the workmen vi'cre gone 
home, a person dressed in uniform, with a musquet and broad 
sword, came to her liouse, and requested a lodging*: “ 1 let no 
lodgings, friend,” said the widow, “ and besides, 1 have no 
spare bod, unless you steep with my son, wlneli I think *cry 
improper, on account of your being a perfect sti auger to us all.” 
The soldier then shewed a discliaige from Diosbacli’s regiment 
(signed by the Major, who gave him an'eiicclleiit eliaracter), 
and a passport from Conipte JSJuillebois, governor of Hn'da. 
The widow, believing* the stranger to lie an honest man, called 
her son, and asked him if he W'buld accomnuidat;; a veteran, wlio 
had served the republic thirty year.s with reputation, with part of 
his bed. The young man <'ousented; the soldier was accord¬ 
ingly hospitably entertained ; and at a seasonable hour mtlKirew 
to rest. 

boine liours afterwards, a loud kuocking was heard at the 
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sfi'f'Ot ii ihr s()/il;(,“r, who nsow J .‘■oftiy iluwii 

:i;h! f.sicuw! ;if tJit^ hail floor, v.lirii the blows wtr*' 
«•('!;( ntt-il, and the door almost Itrokon tliionj;!) io ii sledge, or 
sottu’ h(':n., instromeiit. By tiiis tinm the vridow and hor <luti;;ii- 
tf r.s wfio umrti ularmod by ti.is tio lei it, attack, atid ran almost 
i'r.miii' ti!!uiie;i dilVcreDi oir.-tf of the liotise, extdainiitig “ Mur¬ 
der! Miod'. ; !” 'Hie sou liaviii'i joined tile soldier with a cii'f’ 
fit' loaded tiist i!s, and the latter screwing on his baioiiet and 
i'resh piiniiiia: his picite, which was cliar>,>td with .shi'.'s, re- 
quested the wona n to kef p tlienisolvcs in a hack room out of tlu; 
wav of daiiyer. Soon after the door was hurst in, two rnllians 
ctUereu, and wore ilistawtlv shot by tlie son, whii disriiarged both 
his [list.,Is at once, 'i'wo other assoidates of tlie dead men ini- 
niedialeiy retnriud the fi^'e, but without effect, when the intre- 
]>id and \eteian stranger, taking iinmeiilate advantage of the 
discharge of their arms', rushed on tliein h,kf' a lion, ran one 
through the body will) his bayonet, and whilst tin* other was 
innniiig away, lodged tlie contents of his piece between Ins 
sboulders, and he (inqiped dead on the spot. 'I'lie son and the 
slratiger then closed the floor as w ell as they could, reloaded tiuar 
iiiin.s, nuulc a good fire, and watched till tlay-light, when the 
weavers and spiiiiiers of the niannfactory came to resume their 
enipif'yniciit, who were .struck with horror and surprize at .si eiiig 
four men d( ad oii the dunghill adjoining the house, vvheie die sol¬ 
dier had tlragged ihiun before they clo.sed tlm door. 

'J'be btirgoinasler and his .syndic attended, and took the depo- 
sitioii.s of the family lelative to tliis affair. The bodies were 
buried in a cifiss-ioad, and a stone erected over the grave, with 
this iiiscriptioii: “ Here lie the reinaitis of four utikiiowii ruflian.s, 
“ who deservedly lost Kicir lives, in an attempt to rob'StKl rmir- 
" fler a woilliy woman and her family. A straiigei' who slept in 
“ tlie house,•■'to which Divine iTovidence undoubtedly directed 
“ biin, was the priiiciptil iiistruineiit in preventing the perpetra- 
tion of siicli hprrid ilesigns, vvbicli justly entitles him tf) a la.st- 
“ ing ineiiiorial, and ilif' llianks of the public, .lohn Adrian dc 
“ (iries, a flischarged soldier Iroin the regiment of Diesbadi, a 
“ nalivi' of Middlelmrgli in Zealand, and upwards fif seventy 
veal's olfi, w as the Ifavid who sjew two of these Goliaths, the 
rest heiiig killed by the son of the family.* In lionoreni, a gra- 
“■ titiidiiie ergf), Dei uptimi muxitni, pietatis et iiinocentiat suinnii 
“ pnilectoiis, niagistialus et concilium civitatls ]i)ortiec}iiensis 
Iioc sigiHini poni cuiaverc, xs. die .Nov. aunoque salutis hu- 
"■ inaiiu.', l/B.i.” 

'i’lie widow presented the soldier with one hundred guinea.s, 
mid the city .settled a liiindsonic pension on him for the rest of 
!i!j lii'c. 
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LH'KNSF.D brothels. 

It is matter of surprize to tin; contemplative traveller to 
oltserve in a oomitry appareiuiy so iiieeliauically moral and regu¬ 
lar as Holland, the glaring defects of the most loose and mere¬ 
tricious government: in the heart of the iinest cities arc to he 
Ibii'.id hrothcls surpassing in inif{uily all such .seals of imptnity 
in any other nation, in \thieh tlic lionihle novelty of the most 
savage oppression is utiited to a public, licen.scil, and authorised 
di“[)lay of vice and prolligacy. 1 mean the spill-hon.ses, to one 
of wiiieh my lacquey de place condijclcd me about ten o'clock at 
night, when those scenes of revelry open. In a .street, in an 
inferior i|uartor of the town, the sounil of fuldles and dancing 
announced the approach to one ofthe.se houses: presently my 
guide stojipcd before one of them, into the saloon of which he 
introduced me by pulling aside a curtain drawn before the door, 
near whicti, in a liltfe raised orchestra, two tiddlers were scrap¬ 
ing; upon benches at die other end of the room wcie seven or 
•'iglit females, painted and dressed in all tlieir liiicry, w ith large 
silver buckles, loose mudiu robe.s, ma.s.sy gilt ear-rings, .‘nid onia- 
ineiils of the same metal lound the heatl. Most of ihcni looked 
very jaded. As soon as 1 eiiitfi ed, a hoUie of wine and glasses, 
and pipes and tobacco, v. eie put hefore me, for vvliich i paid a 
(iorin, and which is considered as die preminui ol adnii.s,sion. 

'I'liese miserable wretches were all pro.eatuti'i and prisoner.s, 
confined to this haunt of vice, and iieicr sidieied to pass its 
tlircshold until enabled, out of tile wage-, of prostitution, to 
icdeein thein.selves. 'The way in which t!u>v aie cn.snared info 
this hrothel-duugcon is worthy of notice. I’hc keeper of it hears 
of some gii'l who is in debt, frecpienlly occasioned by dres.sing 
beyond I'ler means, to set offlier person to :idvaulag<‘ at Home of 
the music-ruoinii or other public^ places: ho aiii;re*iehes her, 
pities her, offers her money to diseliargo her di l.'t.s, advances her 
more for immediate and* future purposes; she becomes bis 
debtor: in a short lime be seizes upon her jierson, and bears ber 
away to bis bagnio, and receives the protligate produce of her 
disgrace and infamy; and this scene of coifipound enormity Is 
tolerated by tlic govenimenl, and ’has so continued for many 
yi'ars, till lime has harciened the cruel practice into a custom 
winch has become inoffensive to'lbe people. 

One of tliosc poor wretches approached me; tlu- aficcled 
gaiety of her deportment, so entirely discordant with the geoniiie 
feelings of u mind exposed to scenes of such huiniliaiing profli¬ 
gacy, was in no little degree distressing; but I obsci veil slie dra,iik. 
the wine 1 gave her wilb a heavy heart, anil some money i pie- 
sented her with, excited tx^ircssions of gratitude, but no ciuo- 
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tiom ofiI( light; from vbicb I conciliat’d that slit «as mcrcl.v the 
cfiaiitie/ tliroii^b wliii’b iiiv infsent would pusi to her hnitul 
piolor; nil aj'|)n iionsion wliicli was coidinncd to ni<’ f>v mv. 
Incquty iipoi) my quitting this scene of complicated wretched- 

IK S'i. 

'J he Diileh are so faniiliarized to these scenes, that parents 
frequently carry their children to them ; not Croin the hope of 
pri'sei'Niiig them from vicioii;- propensities, by piecing hoiorc their 
eyes the iinnsi ous and iiTt’oriil images of safVerieg jirofligacy. 
Such an expevimeut iu morals would he somewhat dubious in its 
operations; foi rice like ticlormity ceases to disgust in propor¬ 
tion as it is ev;n1enip!at(,d. Such ideas never enter tlie sober 
brains ( f such visitors: they go to spend an hour, which to tiieni 
is mirtlibi!, and the poor wretehi s 1 1 ave mentioned augment 
the pleas'-res of the scene hy the gaudniess of their finely, and 
the eoinpany add toils vicacify. In the beauty of'ts pkuiiage, 

tliey forget the dying bird." 

I'hrough eonsiderablo interest I was enabled to .see (ho Rasp 
House, or prison for male or female culprits: it is a large tjita- 
dranguiar building; most of the ceiN and ro.'jru.s look toward.s 
the yard, which is coiisidi.rahly below the level tif the, street. 
The food is whoh some and abundant, and the chambers are kept 
very neat. I saw in tliis place nothing objectioiiabie but the 
period allowed to the pristmers for taking exercist;, which is infi¬ 
nitely too short and infrequent, each person being allowed to 
walk in the yard only once in tl;e week; the con.sr'qutnee is, that 
few of the prisoners looked healthy. 

lJullaiid is ja.Mly celebrated for its public charities. In Rot¬ 
terdam, before the la.-.! war, thi re was many beiuvoleiit institu¬ 
tions, some of which have inevitably languished, and others ex¬ 
pired, ill const qtience of the political convulsions of the eouiilry 
and the usually iiiipoverishiiig effects of long hostility. 

Ill the streets 1 was surprised to see the hoisc.s shod in the 
shanieful and elunisy niaiiiier they arc: the shoe is behind elevat¬ 
ed to a considerable height, so that the poor uiiiiii:’.) nnist suffer 
from the position into which lie is always forced, restmbliiig that 
of a luviy ill a higli-hccled pair of shoes of the last century. 

LITERARY SOCIETY. 

At niy hotel I was much gratified by the whimsical appear¬ 
ance of a nipetiiig called the iituv’.tif of Puriehi mid Lnihf, 
which vvics h(>ld there: about eiglity Jfutcluncn of the middling 
classe.s of life were assembled in one of the room.s, to discus.s 
philosophical, but more particularly religious questions: when I 
entered the room, one of their niembt rs wus addressing the body 
upon the subject of death, as 1 was iiifonued. His eloquence 
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In be as tlugiiish as the <'ai>al onpositp]: tlie motto of tlie 
fiatmiiily was *well illustrated by wliat appeared—tbe only 
t'jriciif i s.ivv was in their pipes, and their until/ was effecled by 
the fiiiiii:. of tbi'i' tobacco, which seeaie.d to blend them in 
one connnon tnass of smoke. 

SPITTI NO-POTS. 

I had not been two d'ws at H' jlauil w'ilhotV v.’itnessiiig t!ie 
aboinniaoh; ciistoni ot nitrodoring a spitliitg-nnt upon ihr- table 
allt'r dioiier, into which, like the Kava bowl tised amoi j the na¬ 
tives of the Soitlii-sea islands, each person presriit v.!io smokes, 
wliidi g' i'crally ( oaiprt hentls ai! who a e picsetit, discharges hiS 
saiita. which delicate depository is handed down c.s reguiarly as 
the bi;;t:e. ^ 

'rile Diifeh are proveibial for sinoking. 'i'i'.e nnroent 1 en¬ 
tered any /goffer ! pipes ami tohaceo wer-' introdnceih as if 

the waiti rs V, I ' tii dread c>( I'nv I’lihihuig some pestilential di.s- 
t'asc w !’.';nn!t this sort of fnniigation, and expressed uncoinnioti 
s'liiprifc, when they reiiiaiK'd that 1 declined itsiiifr thoni. 'I'he 
Dutch \ ii insist upon it that sniol.iug is not only as ne.eessary to 
ine-erve '.lieii consliUilioii;, as pa ii! is to pioteet the exterior of 
tin ir houses iVom tiie efieets of their moist eiimate ; but tliat the 
vapour invigr.rates tlie iiiiild, whieli mounted like an aoiia! spirit 
upon a eioud, pours forth lieasines of retlection with a brilliancy 
lildr ^ho',1 of iii.-'j iration. 

'i’he I )iiieh £;o to an astoui'hiinr i xpciiee for tin ir pipes, which 
as anne an endless varietv of shapes, am! are decorated sometimes, 
widi the most eoxcoinhical tlgtiies painted on tlie head or cup of 
it, aeeoriliiig'to the taste of its possessor. 

M any of die opulent (Jollandeis use a pifie, the head of which 
is made of a clay which is vi ry rare^ and I'onnd only in 'i in key, of 
so heautifn! a i oiour, that it is called tlie IN!eersehauii?, or troth 
c/'//fC .sivi; for this piece <vf liixuiy the value of eighi and even 
ten pnineas is freipieiitly paid. , 

'I’ho lower orders of society, and many of the higher, carry in 
their pockets their pipe, a pricker to clean the tube, a piece of 
limler made in C>ermaiiy from the targe mushrooms growing oil 
old trees, resembling sjmngc, a small steel and tiint to kindle the 
fire with, and a box fieqiienily capacious enough t.i contain a 
pound of tohaceo. 

It is ciirions to ob.scrvc how naturally a pipe depends from a 
Diitclimaii’s mouth, and with what perfect facility he smokes 
■without the assistance of either hand: he literally apps’ars to liave 
been formed by nature to bre.itlie through this tube, w ith which 
he rides on horseback, drives in a carriage, and even dances. I 

CAltK.J 8 
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Jiave .seen liulcbovs take iliis InstruiiuTit and |utfi' aw ay with :m 
appareutiy instinctive pi edilectioii for the transatlantic weed. 
JSnioakin" is a Dtilclinian’s panacea, he tliinLs it good in all 
cases, wliellier of consumptions, or plethora, nervous delnlity, 
or liery fever : as a inaslicalary, tohiic.co is but little used, evcM 
by the lishcrinen, sailors, and boors ; and 1 was surprised to 
lind, that in the social shape of snuff, it seemed not to have 
many admirers. 

Few would w ish to withliold from a Dufrdinian the narcotic 
enjoyment of his Jiipc, wlieii tlie v relh ct, that he seeks no other 
specitts of obli\ion to liis cA'ie ; fori believe, notwithstanding a 
Jlulchnian’s enlo;;it.fm upon his pipe, that it produces more ob¬ 
livion tiian iiispiriition ; lie is scarct ly ever seen intoxicated ; in¬ 
deed, dnmkcniK.'S is liyUI unpardonabiy iid’arnous in Holland. 
To kei u bud accoimls, and to be secu inebriated, arc eijnally 
di.'-'giaeefaS; asui iience the use of w ines ancj spiri uous liquors is 
iiiiich less in 1 iollanii than Fnglaud. 

'I'lie sj.iil-ii iii.ses are not llie only objectionable ins'ances of 
the abuse o; the gt'ViTi’.nu nt, llie })olic.e inasler is suficrctl to 
misuse his iiiilhoiiiy to a shainefid excess. Instead of bringing 
dclinqin Ills'to ju-tic( , be is ni the treipicnt habit of • }n ivately 
compromising piibiic (diliiee, and putting the money paid into 
his own |*( 1 !.el. .Sot;u; tiiisi; f.eioii' 1 was in llotlerdarii, a 
hnrglicr w ho had bci ii guiiiy of ailidtery, jiaid ttv’enly tlionsaii<i 
guilders to this inini.stv r of jes' . e, who thus pai taking of the 
tonnnerciai -j.iiit ol ios coaiUiy, becomes a mcrehanl in delin¬ 
quency. 

I .saw ill se' j laihops a gicat naniber of articles of Fnglish 
lliantiiacUHC ex)io.set! to .-.C’C, paiiicularly JManchei-ler goods. 
The Dutcli manui'aciiae tin ir tivvii woollens, and they are es¬ 
teemed to lie veiv good. '1 he Idaek cloth of Holland is vciy 
well knorAn, which is ii.iiiiilciy of a deeper and superior colour 
than ours. Tl.e principal cloth m inufaclurcs are at Leyden and 
'j’ieibitig. 'I'beie an; also very capital and (lomishing inannfac- 
tuies of velvet, silk, aiul carpets, at Hilversom ; and those ol 
linen and table cloths, which aie exquisite at Overyssi.l; and inv- 
merous paper-milis. 

'File population of Rotterdam is estimated at sixty-thousand 
inhabitants. Upon the whede, it is a gloomy place to live in—a 
consl.iiit Iteration of the sainii canals, bridges, boats, houses, 
and figures, will soon damp lll^ s[)irits of a travel er, unless iia 
luraUy very vivacious. '1'hero is no theatre, no place of public 
amusement; but the spiil-houser I have described, which are a.s 
much, at least to feeling niind.s, tint accustomed to them, entitled 
to that apptiialioi), as any of our houses of coi rcctiou. 
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1 loro 1 bade adieu to niy companions and friends, wlio pro- 
ooeded direct to Germany, uliere I laoinis'.d to lajoin them. 
1 Was by no means sorry to follow iny laeapiov to that (juartor of 
the suliurlj-s where tlie Delft boats set (iff e'. iy two lioiirs, with 
iny portmanteau, and to bid adieu to Uotterdain, Oar treeks- 
ehnvt lay ready for stariintr; a! two o\',h)ek, a littlt Ixdi fastened 
oil the outside of a house where the director resides, announced 
that at! Was ready ; the horse was fastened to a very Ion", and 
rather a thin line, and wc slipped lhroi("h tin; liipiid ro id, sen- 
sibh; of moving only from passing lli,‘ objects that lim'd the sides 
of the canal, consisting for a considerable! way of pretty houses 
and avenues of trees. 

The treckschujt is a long barge divichrl into two apartments ; 
the after one, called tin; ruif or roof, (Possesses sun* i ior accom¬ 
modations, and will hold from 8 to 12 persons, and the other from 
40 to .50* this vessef, which is drawn by asingh; horse, moves so 
pi c(;isc!y at the rale of four miles an hour, that ihe Dutch ahva}’^ 
eomputc by the hour instead of the mile. In tin; cabin or roof, 
tiiere are four tibiique windows, whieli move up and down, and 
talrle in the middle, w'ilh a long drawer filled with pipes. Thtr 
price is about tlnee-|)eiice an hour ; this pot is clnedy oecujiied 
by persons of a .superior condition. So steady is the motion of 
the vessel, that the passenger may read, write, or draw in it 
without interruption. 

The treeksehuyts preserve an easy iiitercoiirst betw’cen the 
most distant parts of the kingdom, and tin; eheajiivss of their 
conveyance places them within tin; reach of the most slender 
purse. Every thing relative to these v(\ssels is eoiidncted with 
such admirable puiietUalitv, that the passeiiger can tell to the 
smallest cost in the kingdom what his expenecs will amount to, 
and to a minute when lie .shall urrKe at the end of hisjoiirney, in 
which, if it be long, lie carries bis provision willi him, or pur¬ 
chases a frugal meal at tht* liouse wIk'ii; tin; boat slops.,a tew mi- 
nates for that purpose. At those places where the treck-sehnyts 
stop on account of the course of the canal being interrupted, and 
where passengers are in couse(]nence oldigedto quit one ve.ssel to 
go to another, tlicre arc females who oder relnishments for sale, 
consisting of little rolls* and small birds, and slices ol cold baked 
.eels, fastened to a small slick. • 

The treeksehuyts are all under the direction of governineiit, 
and are truly punctual, convenient, cheap, and agreeable. I he 
town of Debt was about twelve niih s, or three liours distant. 
On the sides of the canal, the surface of the water was freqiieiitly 
covered by the N^nip/ica alba, a mf.gnilicent white water-lily. 

Its 
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whose expanded and unsiiiiied flowers liad a charming effect, 
p:irticularl;y when jntt'riiiixed with Mcm/mifltcs uymphoicles, 
the yellow-fringed water-lilly, which arc very unconiinon in 
England. 

Vi e passe<l by several sav ing or wood mills, whj< h arc moved 
by wind : the niecliiiit ry or llmsc buildings, whh.l) I afterw ards 
examined, is very en! ;'>iisdicy were ongiiiaily invenltai byCor- 
Tii'ille Van Uitgiist. Tiie flies of the mill aiolixod.to a large 
beam, whicli luins on an axis ; in the centre of the beam the 
prh., ipal w heel -.a flxed, which impels one immediately below 
it, winch also iixed on tVie middle of a piece of timber, liaiig- 
ii.g on an axis, to which four perpendicnlar saws, ten in each 
coHiparinifiU, are fastened, which, as the wheel revolves, are 
elevated and dtpse.sstd< '1 wo iron hooks arc fastened at tlie end 
of this beam, which catch a wheel, atid as the saw rises and 
fails, move this wheel one cog; that wheel itnpe)'. anotiitr, 
wiiich ratcln s into a piece of iron, and draws it towards itself; at 
the end of this iron ihei e la a cross bar, which presses against the 
end of the tree, while tlie utlicr end is sawing, and gradually 
forces it o n to the teeth of the saws, as they proceed in 
cutting. 

In our trecksclnnt, I witnessed a strong contrast to the *[>iril.s 
and loquacity of the I'Veticii and Germans ; all was smoke and 
silence, sa'.e w hen it vK hicil to a few short sentences, in which 
the Word mi vrow tiequcntly met my ear. One very grave el¬ 
derly gen ih man, who wore an i normoiis curled and jiowdcrcd 
wig, and vvliii soim whal resembled Lord J3urleigli in the Critic, 
spoke bat once all the way, and that was in the following oc- 
eular sentenee : “ HI til is goed x»or de man is ook goal coor de 
" vfouw —What is ^>od I'oi llie husband is good for the wife 
so similas in miiny instances are the Dutch and English languages, 
that sonii^ of < ur witlings have observed that bad JCiiglish will 
make very good Dutch. Mr. Siegenbeek, luinislcr of tlie ana¬ 
baptist ciiureh at Leyden, and the first wlio has occupied the 
chair for Diitc.li literature and eloquence in liie university of 
that city, ill w hich^ by his genius and attaiiiiuenls, he reflects ho¬ 
nour upon his country, has . published a very ingenious work, 
entitled , H^eihandetiiig over de Nedi^pduitsi /ie Spelling —a 
Tn atise on Dutch Orthography, tending to u nder it unjlorm ; 
this work atid another by the same author, called f ' er/ninde/ing 
over deu lonstcu, Sfc. or a Treati.se on the Influence of Eu¬ 
phony or agreeable Sound, and of the Pacility of PronunciaUoii, 
on the orthography of the Dutch language, were, at the insti¬ 
gation and by the able exertions of M. V under Palm, the agent 
of national education, some years since published, for the itn- 
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j>rovtmeut of.tlu- iiatiomil languaj^e and poetry. The late Bata¬ 
vian S'-verntneiit adopted the system of orthography proposed by 
A1. Siegenbcek, and ordered it to be used by all the offices of 
adiuiuistrution. 


DITCH LANGUAGES. 

It is generally understood that the language of Holland is di¬ 
vided itHo High and Low J)uU'h, whereas there is but one pure 
language, as in England, which is called Neder Duilch, the lan¬ 
guage of the Nelhei lands, or of a^comitry lying very low. In 
Holland, as ill every other eountry, there is a variety of piovin- 
rial idioms; for instance, a raw native of L'riezeland would uot 
be understood at Auisterdam. 

I* 

travelling tN HOLLAND. 

My citnipanions continued srnoaking, and enjoying tlie de¬ 
lightful novelty of our aquatic coiiveyaLce and the surrounding 
sc-e.nery. We met seve.rai boats, and the tlexterity by which the, 
lino was slackened by one boat, to permit the other, which kept 
its towing mast standing, to puss over the cord, according to the 
custom which governs tliis sort of nmcoiitre on the canal, was 
admirable, as also was the ease and skill with which the skipper 
who has the care of the line throws it up on one side, and catches 
it on the other of a bridge under which the boat is obliged to 
pass. 

At Overchie, a village about three miles, or one hour from 
Rotierdain, tlie liousbs are close to the water, and little children 
were playing upon its very margin without exciting any appre¬ 
hension. In this town the prospect of a late dinner iiirinced me 
to taste its gingerbread, for which iioilaiid is viay justly cele¬ 
brated. Before every cottage, bTass kettles and pan»ju?l clean¬ 
ed were placed upon stools iu the open air, or were polishing 
under the liands of their indefatigable owners; and even certain 
utensils shone with such resplendent brightness m the sun, that 
the well-known saying which the Ercuch whimsically apply to the 
grave and thoughtful, II ert sci ieux comine "Unc pot de cliambre, 
would lose the fidelity of its rcseiiiblanci- here. 

W e passed by several curriefes, a very common carriage in 
this part of Holland, the horses in rope hart,ess, going to and 
from Rotterdam. Jn the roof of the boat were some ladies and 
gentlemen, who as w'cU as I could discern through the smoke, 
aeemed pleased to see me so witii their country. The land all 
the way ou each side was rich pasture. On our left, a short dis¬ 
tance from Delft, we passed a cannon fouuJery, and ou our 
right some potteries, wlitge the Delft china, formerly much 
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jirizetl all over Europe, and which Vandcrveit Snd other enii- 
artists embclhslied with their pencils, used to be niiinn- 
t'actured in great abundance. These potteries, since last war. 
have greatlv declined, to the severe injury of the adjoining 
town. 

Here, as in every inn in Holland, hovi'evcr liuinble, the guest 
lias always the comfort of a silver fork placed by his side, and a 
tablecloth of snowy whiteness: in the room where 1 dined vvas 
a glass china cupboard, and every article w'ilhin it bore shining 
testimony to its having recAved a due portion of diurnal care. 
Delft is a large but gloomy town, and as silent as a nionaslery, 
except in the street immediately leading to the Hague; ujioii 
quitting which, no sound,was to be beard but that of mops and 
buckets: narrow, green, stagnant canals divide jnostof the streets, 
which are generally, for some little distance before t[ie bouses, 
paved with black and white marble. However the principal part 
of the town is handsome, having two spacious streets, w'itli bi tiad 
canals bordered w ith trees. 

I'he navigation is interrupted from the Rotterdam entrance 
to that of the Hague, so that the water within it, presents no 
very animating object. In this town turf is principally burnt. 

Altliougli the taciturnity of the place would induce a stranger 
to think its population small, it reckons 18,00(1 iiiliabilaiits, 
(5,000 of whom, since the war, have been reduced to the class of 
paupers. 1 met with two or three inhabitants who spoke good 
English, and expressed in terms of feeling misery, the heavy 
losses and distresses which they had sustained by a rupture with 
England; yet, strange as it may appear, they seem to think well 
of their new^ governmfcnt, and spoke with great esteem of their 
king, of whom they said they ^ell knew, he felt the impolicy of 
a W'ar vvitl* England as nuit® as any Dutchman, and that he 
woidd rejoice at the hour, when the gteat political events which 
w ere passing iivlhe other parts of the world, would adinit of a 
reiiew'ai of amity and free inteicourse with that country—they 
spok<; of the goverrirpent of the Sladtholder witli contempt, and 
of t'le Repitblic with detestation. 

1 visited the new thurch, the tower of which is very fine, and 
of a ]>rodigious altitude. The fijst object that excited my curio¬ 
sity, was the tomb of the immortal Grotius, whose remains w ere 
brought here, after he expired at llostock, in 1()45, upon his re¬ 
turn from the court of Cliristina, Qiveen of Sweden, to this, his 
native city. I'lie tomb erected to his memory, is simple, byt 
handsoiti^; it consists of a medallion representing the bead of 
this greaf man, and a child leaning upon an urn with a torch in¬ 
verted, The epitaph in.- Latin is elegant, and expressive of tlm 
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merits and virtues it jjerpctuatcs. I regret upon opening my 
inemoriindutns,*to find my pencil copy of it so effaced as to be 
unintelligible: of this great civilian and general scholar, iiubere 
dll Maricr, who knew him very intimately said, “ that he was 
tall, strong, and a well made man, and had a very agreeable 
countenance. With all these excellences of body, his mind was 
still more excellent. He was a man of openness, of veracity, and 
of honor, and so perfectly virtuous, that throughout his whole life 
he inade^a point of avoiding and of deserting men of bad chrac- 
ter, but of seeking the accquainlaiicc of men of worth, and per¬ 
sons distinguished by talents, not onlj of his own country, but of 
all Europe, with whom he kept up an epistolary coiTcspondeuce. 

The late of Barncveldt is related with great spirit by V oltaire, 
who says, “ But human aff airs arc evcr^hecquered willigood and 
evil,” Mankind are sosiptto deviate from their principles, that 
this republic (Holland; had nearly destroyed the liberty lor which 
she had so bravely fought, mid persecution boiled in the blood of 
a people, whose happiness aiiS law s were founded on toleration. 
Two calvinistical doctors did what so many doctors have done in 
so many other places, (joniar and Anninius disputed most fu¬ 
riously at Leyden, about what neither of them uuiierstood. This 
produced dissensions in the L nited Provinces. 

A charming anecdote is related <)f the admirable conduct of 
the widow of Barnevoldt. Al’lei he had perished on the scaffold, 
his sons, Keiie and William, cntereii into a conspiracy to revenge 
his death, in which they were discovered. VViliiam tied, but 
Bene was taken and condemned to die. His mother solicited 
his pardon of PrinceIVJaurice, who replied, “ it appears strange 
that you do that for your son, which you refused to do for your 
husband to which she nobly replied, “ Klid not ask pui don for 
iny husband, because he w as iimosent; I ask it for my son, be¬ 
cause he is guilty.” * 

The view from the steeple of this church is esteemed the most 
beautiful in Holland, and is remarkably fine and .extensive ; but 
the beauty of the scenery is principally «/ a dLUincr, as the 
hind immediately surrounding the town is ,boggy, dotted with 
piles of white turf. The chimes of this church, or as they ai o 
called, the Carillons, are veryuuuntrous, consisting of four or 
five hundred bells, whiffhare cefcbraledforthcsweetue .s of their 
tones. This species of music is entirely of Dutch origin, and iii 
Holland and the countries that formerly belonged to lie.-, it can 
only be heard in great perfection. The French and Italians 
have never imitated Uie Dutch in this taste; we have made 
the attempt in some of our churches, hut in such a nii.sen j 
bly bungling manner, that the nerves of even a Dulcli skipp* 
would scarcely be able to einlure it. 
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TH» CARILLONSt 

These CTfillons ate f>%ed upon by means of a kind of keys 
«ointnuniceting wldt me bells, as diose of the piatio foi-te and 
Mgan do viith string's and pipes, by a person called the Carillo- 
»en<r, who is regularly iustiacted ra thi^cience, the labour of the 
pntctH’al part of which is very severe,^© beitig almost always 
obliged to perform in his shirt with his collar unbuttoned, and 
generally forced by exertion into a profuse perspiration, r,some of 
Ae keys requiring a two pound v ci^lit to dejness the m ; after the 
pefforroance, thi Carilloneuy is frequently obliged innnediately to 
go to bed: by pedals communicating with the great bells, he 
is enabled with his feet to play the base to several sprightly 
aftd even difficult airs, which he performs with both bis 
bandk upon the upper ^species of keys. Winch aic projecting 
etseks, wide enough asunder to be struck with violv tice and ce- 
hsrityby either of the two bands edgeways,' w itlimit die danger 
ef hitting the adjoining keys. Tj|P pl^iyer uses a thu i. leather 
eovering for the little finger of each hand, to pn ve.it the ex- 
eessive pain, which the violence ol the stroke, neccssaiy to pro¬ 
duce sufficient sound, requires : these niu-iici-ms are very dex¬ 
trous, and will play pieces in three pails, producing th«> tirstand 
second treble with the two hands on ih u,mt r .set of keys, and 
ffiebase as before described. By this iiWetition a whole town is 
entertained in every qnaiter of if; that spint of iud'istrv which 
perxades the kingdom, no doubt originally siiggcsUd (lus audo- 
rifie mode of amusing a large popuiation, without making it 
neCessaiy for them to quit their aiocatioiis one moineut to 
enjoy them, lliey have often sounded to niy tar, at a dist¬ 
ance, like the sounds of a very sweet hand-organ; liut the 
want of something to stop tlie vibration of caeii hell, to pic- 
vent the ngtes of one passagm^rotn running into another, is a 
desideratum which would renoer this sort of unisic still more 
highly delightful. Holland is the only country I have been in^ 
where the sound of bells was gratifying. The di'^inal tone of 
our ow'n on solcnni .occasions, and the horrible indiscriiuinating 
clashing of the bells of the Greek church in Russia, are at 
least to my ear intolerable nuisances, i afterw'aids learnt 
that the cardlons at Amsterdam‘have thr/ie octaves, with all the 
aemi^tones compete on the manual, aud tw'o octaves in tlic pc- 
<hils*, each k^ for the natural sound projects near a foot, and 
those for the flats tmd sharps, which arc played several inches 
higher, only bai£ai much. The British army was equally sur- 
pfWd send by heari^ upon tlie carillons of the princi¬ 

pal fhut!||f|i^ Adtoaar, their fsvonte air of ** God save thq 
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kihg” played a masterly manner, when they chtered that 
tuwii. 

In this church iS a Superb tnohUihent raised td the Infcmory 
df William the First, tlie great Prince of Orange, in the east end 
of the church, which is setnicirculai, and a range df Semicircu-^ 
lar pillars support the roof: within these pillars is a Iftrge Space 
railed off, and paVed with black and white inaible, under which 
is the family wult of the House of Orange; in the center Is the 
monument, a sarcophagus, on which is placed a marble tigure of 
the above piiiice, in his robes 'after deajh J at his feet is a dog, tlie 
the expression of W'hose countenance is very much admired} 
above is a marble canopy suppoited by four buttresses of white 
marble, and twenty columns of black and gold in fine stile: the 
e])itaph, in small obscure characters, iswnscribed upon a tablet 
held by two boys in bronze, and at each confer of the tomb 
stands a brdtize figure,* the first representing Liberty with a cap, 
insciibed with aurea liberataf, the-second is Fdititude, the 
thiid Religion, and the fourth Justice, not b'iird, but ardently 
gazing upon the balance in Iict hand. Under an arch at the head 
of the tomb is a bronze slaliie df the same' prince, and at the 
other end a figure of Fame jnSt taking wing. I'lie other internal 
parts of this edifice are adorned With the usual niortmuy decora¬ 
tions in Holland, luqg sable lines of escntchedns. 1 am as little 
fond of describing, as 1 am sure ray reader must be of reading 
minute descriptions of moHiuncnts; but 1 hate been particular 
here, because the Dutch, with their accustomed frugality, do not 
much indulge in maiisdleums and statues. In Fi ance, the late 
revolution, in its savage phrenzy, with hands still recking with 
the blood of the dying, tore open die tomlw of its prince.s, and 
their favorites, and disfigured the consecrated dcpositoiy witli 
the shattered fragments of their TMthrble niausoleunis: {^lat revo¬ 
lution, which, w ith the guillotine in front, and the broken cross 
in the rear, threatened to sJpread over and w'a.ste the whole of 
civilized Europe, marched to Holland, w here thousands flocked 
to ifs standard: but it there very rarely itiebrifttcd the mind, and 
never overpowered the national love of economy; ft taught them 
to despise and expel tlieir living princes, but with pious-frugality 
they spared the costly asylums of flieir ilinstrions dcadi ' 

Not far from the old church, the tower of which is alarmingly 
out of its perpendicular, is the identical house in which Williaut 
I. was murdered by a bigoted hireling of the King of -Spain in 
1584. A Dutch inscription* placed over two boles in the wall 
oil the stairs, made by the pistol bullets after they bad passed 
through his body, communicates the saVage cireumstance. . I'ha 
bigots of Spain celebrated |he murderer as a niaitjr, and bn 
CARK.j » 
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femily wer? cnobled, and pensioned. A solitary inslanco of 
honors being paid to a regicide. 

The old church had not sufficient attractions to indjucc me to 
enter it. The tombs of Admirals Tionip and ileine are there. 
Opposite the new church, in the great s'juarc, is {he Stadt or 
Town House, the front of w liich is extensive, and very curious: 
in this house are some excellent pictures by I'rahk. Hals, who 
died in 1666 : this artUt is justly celebrated for the ^rjauties of 
his colouring and pencilii),r. 

In the council chamber there is a fine composition bv Bron- 
choist, who died in l66f, repicscutiug the judgment < f Solo¬ 
mon, and another of Christ driving the money < hangei s out of 
the temple; the figures are finely finished, and the iiiihitecture, 
ki which he excelled, ti^uly admirable. In the gieat hall of the 
physicians and surgeons is a celebrated picture by Cornelius de 
IMorn or Maan, who was boin in this town, and hr died in 
J706: the subject of it is a repi csentation of the most celebrated 
doctors and surgeons of his time; it is in the manner of Titian, 
and in high estimation. Michael Jansen Miievclt, who died iii 
1641, was also bora in this town: he was an admiiable poitiait 
painter, and is said to have been in such high reputes and so inde¬ 
fatigable, that Sandrart, Descampe, and the authors of the 
Ahrtgh de la Vie dss Peintres asseit, that he painted at least 
ten thousand portraits, for the smallest of which he never receiv, 
ed less than one hundied and fifty guilders, or fifteen pounds. 
In the surgeons’ hall there is a fine picture by this aitist. 

In the Spin-house, or Bridewell, were several female pri¬ 
soners, many of whom had been confined fur several jcais, for jo- 
specting the genial laws of nature more than the soffi-r laws of 
the nation, and som*e of them, for the same offi'iice, had been 
publicly ^aiid severely floggtd—AVhat a contradiction in this 
government does its Spin and its Spill-houses, present I In oii^ 
place it sanctions prostitutes, and liu another mi}iiisons and 
scourges tlienri 

rASSAGE TO THE HAGUE. 

'Hie stranger will find nothing to detain him in tips nielancholy 
town long. Jn Holland every traveller naturally becomes am¬ 
phibious; the constant contemplation 9 f so much water quickly 
engenders all the inclinations of.a wehfootcd animal, and he soon 
feels' out of his proper element when out of a canal. Bight 
merrily did 1 follow my commissary and his wheelbarrow with 
my baggage through the wlioie town, until 1 readied tlie Hague 
gate, when my faysurite conveyance, the treckschuyt, was ready to 
start. The boatrluil nitfg, all the party got on board, and away 
we glided, pasg^oneadiside ofus'tbe tn.^st loiley close scenery. 
Instead of seekag^as icpieseutcd to me m England, a 
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dull inouotsinons scene of green canals, stunted wHlows, and 
from a solitary house or two, foggif merchants stupidly gaz- 
inpr ill fixed attention upon frog water, the canal was enlivojod 
ifh boats of pleasure and traffic continually passing and re- 
M a Ihe iiohie level road on the right, broad enough to adniit 
lour or nve cf'.u i abreast, tiiieKly planted with rows of fine 
elms, the 'c.nib r of {.unicles .nd carriages, afid horses, driving 
i lose to>i • nnu- ii. ot iSu, wu , the fine woods, beautiful gar- 
<!i ■■ r.oi’ • . houses, WOE tivo of wiucli wi're similar; the eceen-' 

ti=; iiv i tile little summer V nioies lEAiiging over the edges of the 
the oocasional views of .icK jiasture land, seen as I saw 
ti i ii!ev a rich, warm sky, fonned a tout ensctnhle as dclight- 

fui .iS was novel, anti very ir/''huibiy expressed our approach 

to the :■ •.ith-ucc of sovereignty, i iie siilble ride from Delft to the 
Hague woi .lt! at.li ■ hav<' rej'aid the troubleand occa.sional anxie¬ 
ty i expricTiced in gel Ing into, sinti a.fterwards out of tlie country. 

7\ii ibc principal count! y-!i<iuscs have a viooden letter-box 
staiiHitig upon ?!; margin tn 'ht canal, into which one of the 
Imuoucii, upon i;.e trock' mov! bein-i steered close to the adjoin- 
irg Iiank, \i itlio!:'. stopping, drops the letters and parcels directed 
to the family > esidi;ig tiuie. Jn oo part of the continent is social 
ii.trrcourse and communication so frequent, cheap, anti cci tain. 

For keeping tlie dams and roatls in repair, turnpikes are estab¬ 
lished at proper distatices, and liie care of their repair is confided 
to directors, who are always gendemen o» Lign respectability, and 
receive a fixed salary for their service.s. The principal roads are 
kt nt in a got*d condition; and, cm account of the flatness of the 
country, are very easy for the horses, but the bye roads arc in¬ 
tolerably bad. • 

In the steerage I found three very handsome and well bred 
Dutch youirg ladies sesited, one *of whom spoke I'kglish very 
Well; they all insisted upon my being an Englishman the mo¬ 
ment I entered the boat: flow they could think so, the spirit of 
phy.siognomv, if their bg such a spirit, must explain; for in my 
best hours of health and delight, John Bull would scarcely ac¬ 
knowledge me for one of his family. * 

My charming compaiiion.s tglked much of Shakspeare and 
jM ilton, whh both of whom thejf seemed to be familiar. I was so 
pleased with my fair voyageurs, who talked, sung, and laughed, 
with so much talent, taste, and vivacity, that our two hours or 
six inile.s, the distance froip Delft to the Hague passed rapitUy 
away, and tempted me not to quit the vessel to visit the village of 
filyswick, which lies about half way, syid is only about half a mile 
from the canal, and, I am told, abounds with beauty and rich¬ 
ness of scenery. It is known to the polificai world for the celc> 

Jr M 
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brnted peace concluded there at a little palace of William Til, 
called the House of Ne-aheurg, after a pine years’ war, on tho 
90th September, 1697, between Louis XIV. and the confede¬ 
rate powers, called the treaty of Hyswick. I mention this as a 
guide for strangers who may follow me, and who may no^ be fas¬ 
cinated as I was by my situation in the boat, and content with 
the highly cultivated and embellished scenery around ipo. A 
man must be in bad humour with nature indeed, who car, pass, in 
the summer, from Delft to the Hague w’ithout emotions of stioiig 
delight. 

As we approached the Hague, the scenery became more refin¬ 
ed and beautiful, and the last light of a setting siin pm pled the 
lofty edifices of that celebrated city: it was quite dusk as we 
passed the wat^r-hoiises, hi w'liich the loyal yarlits aio contained, 
the rich gilded carving of which was just visible through the 
grated doOrs; and after gliding along tho siibuibs, which were 
well lighted, though not in this respect compaiable wgli London, 
I disembaiked, bade adieu to my charming ronipanions, and pro¬ 
ceeded with m\ usual attendant, through the grtatoi patt ol the 
city to the Mai esc hal de Turenne, an excellent hotel, but at a 
most inconvenient distance from the place where the Delft 
boats stop, and where the others for Leydep qr Haerlcni 
start from. 

The morning after my arrival there was a grand review of the 
Dutch troops, w ho presented a very soldierly appearance ; that, 
of the body-guard, both horse and infantry, was very superb it\ 
military appointments. I was well informed that the king felt so 
seeme in Ins government, that theie was notat this time twenty 
l^renth soldiers in th® country, and that, accompanied by his 
queen, he was attending to his health nt the waters of Wisbaden, 
in the solid, of Germany. The French interest, however, w-aa 
predominant, and it was indispensably necessary that the passport 
of every foreigner should be comitrrsigiied by {he T'repch consul, 
whqse fiat upon all such occasions was final. 

Tiio kin^ had been at the Hague, or rather at his palace in the’ 
Vrqpd adjoining, only about six W'ceks, in the course of which, I 
was credibly informed, be had displayed pneommou activity and 
talent in tlie discharge of the great dutks of his station. AL 
though afi'iuvalid, he wa.s at bis bureau with his mmisters every 
inunmig at six o clock, which he never quitted until the bpsinesa 
pf tho day was completed. The poor-laws occupied much of his 
alien i m, and they are, I bear, tq undergo a copsidcrable ame- 
lioiation. 1 have already mentioned his abolition of useless offi¬ 
ces, sinecures, and utimerited pensions, the reduction of exces-. 
sive salaries, aud an extension of Uic,,tuno devoted to the service 
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of the state in ^he public offices. These advantages could only 
be expected to How fioin timt vast power which icvolutions, aUer 
their effervescence had subsided, generally deposit with some 
fortunate individual, svho, if he has talent and good inclinations,’ 
IS ciiableff to consult the piospcntj of a state, by measures at 
oiite proiupt, siimmarj, and efficacious, uuietardcd by forms, 
clashing inttiests, or hoary prejudices. The first of a new ha* 
evti thissadvaiitage ovei the last oJ an old dynasty. 

Sii John then enters upon an elaboiate investigation of the 
meiits of the last and the present constitution of Holland, which 
It would be quite foreign to our purpose to notice. Speaking of 
Louis thepieseiit king, he says, page 150, the king has given ge- 
neial satisfaction by the choice be has made oftfte persons he has 
nominated to fill the public ofhees ; a«d if the wishes of one 
who trespassed a little irregularly upon their shoies can avail, 
the braver f'ligal, *<ind indefatigable Hollanders "Will derive 
Ijappiiuss, and, when peace is restored to Europe, prosperity 
undei then new govtinnunt. 

The revenue attached to the stadtholderate was nominally 
18,000/. per annum ; but by the great patronage and mHue'iice 
belonging to it, no doubt it must have been considerably aug- 
Qiented, as also by tlie revenues aiising fiom other hereditaiy ti r- 
ntorios of the stadlholder ; but aftei all, the income of the stadt-> 
hoIdcTatc vvas scaicely sufficient to support the diguttyof the situ-. 
alioii, powerful and important as it l ist became. ITie k>ng> m 
addition to Ins revenue, lias an enormous pinate fortune: the sa\« 
ings which he has <ffcetedmthe sbite reconcile the Dutch to 
this iibeial, but peihaps not excessive allowance made for the 
support of bis dignity. . # Ai 

How the Hjgne could he cglleda \illti|^in all its meridian 
splendor, is a matter of surpine: it derived its name from 
s’Ciavenbage, oi the Count’s Wood, on account or a wood 
which formcily grow here? and winch formed, some centune* 
since, apait of the domains of the Counts of Holland. Tilie 
following anepdote will shew the simplicity vvliieli reigned in this 
great and beautiful city jn formei times. Vllseti Louisa de Cc- 
ligm was coming to be niained to Prince M illiam at the Hague, 
file Dutch sent an open aosl waggon to mec t hci, and she entereil 
the city seated op a plapk . towards the latter end of Prince Mau- 
nec’s days, and duiing Fiedtric-Henry’s litetmie, the Hague 
became a very agiet'able plate, and the resort of people of the 
tfist distuicuun, 
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BVltmNOS AT THE H^GEE. • 

In my rambles round this city, I was much impressed with the 
elegance and spaciousness of the buildings ; every object seemed 
to nave partaken of the spiiitand magnificence of a court. But 
there W'as a solemnity in the splendor. It reminded one, if look¬ 
ing into a magnificent ball-room after the greater part of^he com- 

S ny had departed, and the lusties were dying aw'ay. If the 
range family had been entitled to sympathy, the scetie would 
have led me to feel and think for them. Its noble buildings, its 
spacious streets, gracefully <bHiIt, shaded with trees, and divided 
by canals, the variety of surrounding scenery, its proximity to’ 
the sea, its elevated situation, and the purity of its air, renders 
the Hague the most charming town in Holland. The first place 
I visited was the palace oV the last of the stadtholdcrs. It is a 
vast pile of bouses, many of them soraewhgt ancient, surrounded 
by a canal, without which and a pipe, paradise itself \^ould have 
no charms for a Dutchman: over the canal arc several draw¬ 
bridges ; and the whole has a very pleasing effect seen from the 
spot where 1 took the view of it. On one side of a quadrangle 
is part of a new' palace, built by the late stadtholder, and 
which, had it been finished, w'ould have been handsqjne and 
princely ; but tlic troubles in Holland have prevented its rom- 
fdetion. 

In part of this building there is a noble gothic hall, much re¬ 
sembling Weslniinster-hall, and very Targe; on each side little 
shops were arranged, similar to those in Exeter ’Change : it is 
converting into a chapel for the king. There were heic formerly 
the prince’s cabinet of natural history and museum of rarities, 
cmisisting of a tofesijjilc collection of shells, petrcfactions, pre¬ 
cious stones, fossils, minerals,, and birds. This collection has 
been remdved to Pans, although, from all I could leant, scarcely 
worthy of so muchtiuuble: it, how'eyer, furnished the fust ele¬ 
ments of knowledge to Camper, one of the most profound ge¬ 
niuses which the United Provinces ever produced, and also pro¬ 
fessor Pallas, who has been called the Pliny of Russia. The 
Tiench offered to r'c-sell thi^ cabinet to the Dutch government, 
who declined becoming the purchasers; a tolerable proof of its 
inferiority. The prince’s cabinet of pictores was veij select and 
valuable, and was enriched by tlie productions of Titian, Hol¬ 
bein, Rembrandt, Vandyk, Cerard Dow, Meteio, Polemburgli, 
end othet illustrions artists. On the confiscation of the property 
of the exiled Stadtholder, the Dutch government, for the pur¬ 
pose of promotii^ the pobte arts, formed this collection of pic¬ 
tures, esteeme^bi^ of the most valuable in Europe, into a na- 
tiottal gallei^H^ajiart annual sui^ for the augmentation of it. 
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and deposited it in a fine suit of apartments in tiie house in tbe 
wood, where a'director of ability, and assistants, were appuiuted 
to superintend it: but Uie French soon aftersvaids transferred the 
best of them to that mamiificcnt depot of the fruits of conquest, 
the Louvre at Paris. The first person sent by Napoleon to se¬ 
lect for 1^ gallery was unequal to his office, and left some escel- 
lent worlffi behind him, which, upon “ a second shaking of the 
tree” bjwjfnother and more able inspector, were collected, and 
sent offi to that co/fossff/coffcc/or of woiks of art. Amongst se¬ 
veral landscapes by Veruet was the finest he ever painted, die 
subject, the waterfall of Tivoli, It^is a curious ciicumstance 
that there is not one fine private collection at the Hague. 

I was much delighted with the Voorhont, considered the princi¬ 
pal street, in which aie many elegant aiiAclassical buildings, form¬ 
ing complete contiasts to the leaning mercanliU stiuctiires of Hot- 
teidani. Jbi this stieet the most elegant houses were those which 
formeily belonged to the Prince Wielburgh, who married the last 
Piincc of Oiangc’s sister, and to the Fieucb embassador, for- 
tneily occupied by the British minister: but the most beautiful 
pait of the Hague is the Vjvcrburgh; it is a vast oblong square, 
adoinod with a noble walk or mall, stiowed with broken shells, 
and shaded by avenues of trees on one «.ie, and on the other bv 
the pabce, and a laige basin of water c lied the Vjver, almost a 
quarter of a mile in length, variegated b\ an island of poplars in 
its center. This mall is the place of fashionable lesort, an 1, on 
the evening of the day I saw it, was adorned w ilh several groupcs 
of lovely women attiicd in tlie Fiench f.ishion, which generally 
prevails amongst the geiited families in Holland. Besides these 
tltcieare many other very noble ones, and all remaikably clean, 
Imt the canals are almost all of them gicen and stagnant, anda| 
this season emitted an unpleasant effluvia. Heie, as m q^any cities 
in France, the ainioiial ensigns of distinguished families, which 
uwd to dignify the front of*their dwellings, have been cut away, 
and many a ahicld remains despoiled of its quarthrings. Some 
of them, since the new order of things has occurred, iiqve been 
lestored* to a square planted on ail siries^itli trees the parade 
is held. 


UUTCH FEMAtES'AND CUILDBEN. 

As Lady Wortley Montagu, in her accustomed spriglitliness 
of style, has mentioned with some appearance of disgust, the 
white fishy faces of the X)utCh wopien, I beg to observe, that at 
the Hague I saw several very pretty females : iu general they pos- 
aessed a transparent delicacy of coufiteiiance, but as generally 
Wiuited expression. An B^Iisb gentlemmi who had just r«v 
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turned from Italy, tvlierc lie had been accustomed for several 
years to the warm voluptuous brunettes of that beautiful country, 
was uncommonly delighted witli the fair faces of the Dutch la¬ 
dies ; but female beauty does not begin to expand itself till after 
the imprisonment and regimen of the nursery arc past.,i Pretty 
and health children are rarely to be seen in Holland: it(' general 
they look pale and squallid, owing to an abominable system of 
rearing lliem ; they are aceustomed for the lirst tw«^ or three 
months to respire the atuiosjiliere of a room, the windows of 
■which are never opened to tu'w'n c the tVeslmoss of the morning 
air; to wash them with refreshing cold water would be coiisi- 
<]eied as certain infanticide; the miserable iiifaul is swathed 
round with flannel rollers, until it becomes as motionless as a 
iiiunimy ; and over thesC ligatures there is always a vast flannel 
■wrapper folded three or four times round the bo<ly, and fastened 
at the bottom of its feet; afterwards for many monlhs'it is loaded 
with woollen garments, and when at length it is permitted to try 
I'or what purpose legs were originally constructed, it is cased in 
an additional wrapping of flannel, to prevent the dreaded conse¬ 
quences of freely inhaling the salubrious air. 

.As it was summer, I can only speak from information of an 
equally wild and destructive custom, which obtains in the winter, 
of suflPering tlie cliildren to sit over the chaiiflepies or stoves, 
which frequently supplants the ruddy tints of health by a white 
parboiled appearance. I savv several of these cbauflepics, from 
wbicli the little pots iliat in cold weather contain the burning Uuf, 
had been w itlidrawn, used by the ladies as footstools. AVhilsl the 
men warm theimtdvcs with the smoke of tobacco from above, the 
ladies to rccompcnceiAbcmselves for not using tliat iiidfilgcuce, 
take care to fumigate thennSelves below, by placing, in the pro» 
per sc:asoes these ignited stoves under their jietticoats, and resem-j 
ble the glow-worm, which carries his fire in bis tail: the cats and 
kittens, from the gi-iiial warmth of the climate, are glad to take 
.shelter in thi.s w arm niystcrioiis .sanctuary. The ladies ami the 
lower classes of females are always remarkably neat about the 
feet ; the petticoats of the latter are in general very slrort, dis.* 
])lay a well proportioned leg, clean blue stockings, and a slipper 
without any heel-piece, or a sabot. 

THF, tvoon. 

fii my. way to the palace in the Wood, near this square, I pas- 
Sr;<l by a vast triumphal arch made of wood, painted to imitate 
•stone, and adorned with nttitibcr of complimentary inscriptions 
in Latin, in honor of the king and queen, who passed through it 
on the .ii3d of June la.s^ when theycnade their public entry j and 
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in a vast field adjoining to the wood was a lofty temporary obelisk 
of the same materials, winch formed one of the principal objects 
of a magnificent f6te recently given by the French commander in 
chief in honour of their majesties, which was conducted in the 
highest btxle of Parisian taste. The day when I visited the wood 
was remarkably fine—this spot, so dear to the Dutch, is nearly two 
Fnglish miles long, about three quarters of a mile bioad, and con¬ 
tains a fin^ iisplaj of magnificent oaks growing in native luxuriance. 
Antony Waterloo made the greatest part of his studies from this 
spot audits environs. The ground up(>n which it grows, and the 
country about it, undulate a little, a circumstance of agreeable 
novelty, and the w hole is a truly delightful walk, more romantic 
and nnibiagcous than our mall of St. James’s, and surpassed only 
by the garden of the Thiuileries. This tvood has bi^ii held sa¬ 
cred with more than pagan piety. War and national want, that 
seldom sjiafe in their‘progiess, committed no violations here. 
Although the favorite place of royal recreation, yet, in the fury of 
the revolution, not a leaf trembled but in the rtiind. PbilKp 11. 
in the great w ar with Spain, issued his mandate for preserving it: 
hostile ai mies have marched through it without offering it a wound, 
and the axe of the woodman has never resounded in it. Even 
diildren are taught or whipt into veneration for it, so tliAt' their 
miscliipvous hands never stript it of a bough. Once, however, 
it is recorded, that at a period of great state necessity, in 1570, 
their high mightinesses sat in judgment upon its noble growth, 
and doofned it to fall: the moment their decree was known, the 
citizens flew to the meeting, remonstrated with a degree of 
feeling which did honour to their taste; and upon learning that 
the object of its doom was to raise a certaip sum to assist in re¬ 
plenishing the nearly exhausted coffers of the republic, they 
immediately entered into a contTibutioo, and prerented the 
atliount to the “high and mighty masters'* of the 'sacred 
grove. 

It has been asserted by some travellers, that the Dutch trea¬ 
sure this spot more from nationai pride than feeling, and that 
they are more disposed to preseive than to "enjoy it. To this re¬ 
mark I have only to offer, that I saw a considerable number of 
equestrian and pedestrian grbupes, wh'o appeared to relish its shad¬ 
ed roads, and sequestered walks'with great delight. The royal 
residence is to the right at the end of the wood. Upon my asking 
a Dutchman which path led to the “ house in the wood,” the 
only appellation by which, in the time of tiiestadtholder, it wan 
known, be sharply replied, “ I presume you mean the palace in 
the wood." This building is merely'fit for the residence of.* 
country gentleman, and hr# nothisg pi^ncely abqut it, tijibfept 
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tite c^ry b()xes at tlie foot of tlje flight of st^rs ascending to 
the grand entrance: two tall and not very peipeiidiciilar poles, 
from the tops of whieli is stretched a cord, suspending m the 
centre a large lamp, stand on each side of tlie house in float of 
Ae palace ; on the left ate the Coach-houses and stabhngs, which 
are perfectly plain, and are just separated from tlie coi^t-ioad by 
a small stunted piantatKHi: there was a vei} hamlsoine carnage ol 
the king’s in the coach-house, without ai ms oi c\ phei t>f a pail 
blue colour, which, with siher lace, is the colour ot the lies' losal 
livery. The carnage had ^veiv appealance ot having been built 
in England. Excepting this, I never bebue saw a carriage, un¬ 
less appropriated for state occasions, belonging to any crow ned 
bead on the continent, that an Englishman of taste and opu¬ 
lence would be satisfied with. Even the caiiiagts of Na¬ 
poleon, built in a city so celebrated for its taste in design, and 
beauty of workmanship, as Pans, are clufnsyand unpleasant to 
the eyte. Although it was Sunday, the sound of workmen, ac¬ 
tively' engaged m modernizing the palace aflei the Pai isian taste, 
issued from almost every window. Some Dutchmen who were 
contemplating the fretnt of the house, shook their head.s at this 
encroachment of the sabbath, in consequence of the internal 
arraugement not being finished, strangers were not admitted: the 
walks on the outside of the gaideus are formal and insipid. The 
gardens themselves are handsouiely disposed, and kept in great 
order, and the whole of the premises is insulated by stagnant ca¬ 
nals crossed with draw-bridges. 

In this palace, amongst many other precious works of art, was 
the celebrated picture of King William the Third, who ap- 
poiiited the famous Godfrey Scalken, when he was in London, 
to paint his portrmt by catidle-Ij^ht: the painter placed a taper 
in the ba^ds of his majesty, ‘to hold it in a situation most favour- 
nWe to the designs of the artist, during which the tallow melted 
and dropped on the finger of the monarch, who endured it 
with great composure, for fear of embarrassing the painter, 
gAo very tranquilly continued his woik, without offering to 
|mse for a minute ii is not much to the credit of the prince of 
Rie country to record, that this blunt enthusiasih for his art lost 
ffoor Seamen Ae favour of the ' court, and of pej'sons of fashion, 
wid he retired to the Hague, where he bad a fn'odigious demand 
|briUB small paintings. 

The furniture of this, which, as well as of the other pala¬ 
ces, Was superb, but old faAiotied, was sold by the French, upon 
Ae pretence Aat their arms were directed against the Pi ince of 
Orange jpersonally. In tHis palaeethe StatdAoldcr and his family 
used to luduliK his subiecto in Uiat ridiculous custom of eatinfir 
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before them on certain days: a custoita which was a fit appen* 
dage la another, that of keeping dwarfs and fools about the 
royal peraoti. flow tliis stupid usage came tb be adopted at 
first'I know not, for one wtmld naturally think that the situ* 
ation least calculated to inspire awe and veneration, those great 
supports^ of royuky, amongst subjects towards their rulers^ 
would Ma tUai in which a mere animal appetite is grati* 
fied, I» ^England such splendid folly has been long discon¬ 
tinued/ 

Upon my return (o hotel atone o’clock, the dinner liout> 

I foiAid a very agrcc iblc party, composed of foreigners from 
different counties, and au excellent table d'hote : over the 
chimney-piccc was a good equestrian portrait of the fameus Duke 
of CuinherlaiMi, wiio lodged at this house occasionally during the 
campaigns .of 1747- After dinner, in company with a very 
amiable geiulemaiihke Englishman, whom 1 met at the table 
d'hote, 1 set off in one of the carriages, many of which are al¬ 
ways ready to convey passengers, for about the value of sixpence 
English, for Scheveliiig, a village which every traveller should 
visit, on account of the beauty of the avenue leading to it, which 
is nearly two miles, perfectly straight, and thickly planted wdh 
beech, limes, and oaks ; at the end of which superb vista the 
churcli of Sclieveliiig appears. On the sandy ground on each 
side this avciute are several birch thickets, it abounds with- 
the Aiera caiieu-ens, Ifippopka rhamnoide^ a singular dwarf 
variety of Lignstrum vulgare (Privet), the true Arundo tpigeji^ 
of Linnaeus (that is, Calamagrostis), and a number of heath 
plants, mixed with others usually found in marshes. Scarcely 
Js there so small a spot, where Flora presents such opposite va¬ 
riety, and which the fluctuating moisture df the soil can alone 
account for. Among the rarer speties are convallaria multiflora 
and poiygotutum, with gentiaua cruciata, which is not a uative of 
England. 


SCHEVEltNO. 

*rhe Dutch value this beautifu] avenuo>-afi much as they do 
their Wood, and care is taken to preserve it from violation. At 
the entrance, iti a most rcynantic ^ot, is the turnpike-gate, where 
all passengers except the fisherman of Scheveling, pay a fraction 
of a farthing for permksion to enter; and here are stuck up 
Order®, threatening with punishment diose who may attempt to 
injure in the smallest degree* tliis consecrated forest. At ^ort 
intervals, cautionary imeriptions are placed in conspicuous situa¬ 
tions,. to warn the mischievous "apple •munching urchins” froiir 
Cutting the smaUest twig» 

c 1 
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Constantine Huygens, brother to the celebrated mathematician 
and mechanist of that name, had the honor of designing this ave¬ 
nue, in which there are many stately trees, upwards of a century 
and a half old: a terrible storm, which took place a few years 
since, laid about fifty of these noble objects low, to ^hc great 
grief and consternation of the country. Here, and per^iaps iiere 
only, throughout Holland, the traveller may be gratified by the 
sounds of a riinriing brook. The foot paths on each ,s>de were 
crowded with pedestrians of both sexes, in their holiday cl^^otlies; 
and the slanting rays of a brilliant sun flashing through tlie openings 
in the branches of the limes', beech trees, and oaks, upon a erowd 
of merry faces, jolting in the most whimsical carls and waggons, 
to their favourite spot of carousal, had a very jneasing and pic¬ 
turesque effect. ,, 

llie village is very neat and pretty; at the end of the vista, 
large sand-hills rising near the base of tlio church, preclude tlie 
sight of the ocean, which, when they are surinouiiled, opens 
upon the view with uncommon majesty. The beach, which we 
saw in high perfection on account of its Ireing low w’afer, is very 
firm to the tread, and forms a beautiful walk of nearly six miles 
in extent. The ocean was like a mirror, and fishing vessels w ere 
reclining on the sand in the most picturesque forms, just surround¬ 
ed with water; their owners with their wives and eiiildren, were 
parading up and down in their sabbath suits, and the wliole sand 
for a mile wa.s a fine marine mall, covered with groupes who 
appeared as capable of appreciating the beauty of the scene, as 
the worshippers of the Steyne at Brighton, or of the Parade at 
Bath. The Dutch are said to have an antipathy to sea-air; hut 
this I found not to be generally true: certain it is, that they are 
not fond of sea-bathing, otherwise this beach would be crowded 
with bathing machines, and thecountry above it with lodging-houses. 

Water is no novelty to a Dutchman, and he prefers, and there 
seems some sense in his preference, bis neat, commodious coun¬ 
try-house, and his gardens, and all the comforts of life about him, 
to the pleasure of bathing, and contemplating a waste of waters 
from the windows pf-a cheerless inn or lodging-house. An Eng¬ 
lish frigate, which lay off at a copsidprahle distance, excited a good 
deal of attention, and added to die beauty of the speoc. Upon quit¬ 
ting the beach we enter an inn whiph overlooked a place of great 
resort, every room of which w'as crowded and filled with tobacco 
smoke. The state of Mr. Fox’s health formpd the leading fea¬ 
ture of the political discoump. “ Herr Fock,” as he was called, 
was frequently repeated at every table. Opposite to where w - 
sat, a young Lhiteh couple were ipaking violent love; they kissed 
and devoured dry salted fish, and dranlf punph yyith an enihH'*^ 
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stasm, wlilcli presented to our imagination tlie warmest associa¬ 
tion bt Cupid and the jolly God. John Van Goyen, who died 
ill 1606, and was so Justly celebrated for the transparency of his 
colouring of water, made this spot the freejnent subject of his 
charmiii" pencil. Dutch tradition dweds with dcliglit upon a 
cock and a bull story respecting the celebiatcd hying chariot 
■which list'd to sail upon those lands, and on the .surrounding 
country.. It was .said to have been made by Sti'virms for Prince 
Maui u'e: it is thus described and cnmniented upon iu a curious 
oitl diwcription of Holland: “ 'I’lie form of it was simple and 
plaiiii it leseiuhled a boat moved uptm four w heels, of an equal 
biguilss, had two sails, was steered by a rudder placed between 
tile two liiudinost wheels, and was stojit either by letting down 
the sails, or tiiniiiig it from the wind. ,Thi.s noble machine lias 
been celebrated by many great guthors, as one of liie iiiosl inge¬ 
nious inveitions later ages have produced. Bishop Wilkins, in 
his 'l’ic;itiso of Mechanical Motions, mentions several great men 
who described and admired it. Grotius mentions an elegant 
figure; of it iu copper, done by Geyiieus; and Herodius, in one 
fif his large maps of Asia, gives another sketch of the like chariots 
used ill China.” Incredible as this story appears, one would be 
disposed to think, that a man or Grotius’s celebrity for learning 
and truth, w ould scarcely have eulogized the invention, had he 
doubted its existence., Upon a level, hard, straight road, unin- 
terruplcd by trees and buildings, such a piece of ingenuity irtight 
jierhaps prove successful as a tnechanicle experiment, but utterly 
impossible ever to be made serviceable. 

'rhe coast of Schcveling is considered very dangerous in rough 
weather: the spire of the church here and those of Gravosande 
and Monster, three leagues to the south,'serve for land-marks; 
yet, owing to the coast of the province of Holland lying very low 
and flat, they are scarcely discemable three or f ur leagues at sea: 
for want of sand banks to»break the force of tlie sea, the coast is 
much exposed, and the fishermen are obliged, after their return, 
to haul their vessels on rollers up the beach beyond the water's 
reach : this labour must be very great, foBp4*iany of them are from 
twenty to thirty-five tons burthen. . 

I'his place has beefi at different periods subject to dreadful 
irruptions of the sea, particularly in the year 1574, when it broke 
in, and tarried away. houses: Schcveling has its portion of 
historic celebrity, fh dffoO, the expatriated Charles Ji. after a 
long exile, embarked from* this place for Scotland, to which he 
was invited, with a promise of as.sistancc in recovering the rest o^' 
)iis dominions. • 

Ou our return we met groups of little girls, whose short petti- 
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coats and protuberances on all sides, looked ;t’ery grotesque. 
jVlaiiy of the Dutch girls of the lower order wear‘twenty or thirty 
yards of djniiel tied round their hips. In the village is a pauper 
house for the poor and aged, founded in I 6 l 4 . On a week day, 
tlie road from Schuveling is more characteristically g.-jy, Being 
covered with tishwornen running and singing to the llagne, under 
loads of soles, cod, turbot, &c. to w'hieli ])lacc I returned, highly 
delighted with my excursion. In the neighbourhood o^f./that city 
are several line tlower-gaidens. The passion of the Duf^i, for 
flowers, is \^ell known. 


, THi; PALACK. 

Upon onr return to the Hague, we visited a prdace of the 
ci-dreunt hereditary privre ot Orange ; it forms three sides of an 
oblong square towards the street; it \va* converting into a public 
office ; behind are some pretty gardens, one of w hich is less for¬ 
ma! than Dutch gardens in general. 1 eoncliided the day by 
walking round a great part of the town, the whole of v\Iiich is 
surrounded with avenues of trees, siinilur to, but not so fine as 
the boulevards of Roueu. In the fish-market, the ne.xt day, 
1 saw several storks, who were parading .about in perfect security, 
of which lilt'} .seemed to be thoi oughly satisfied, and were every now 
and then regaled by the ofi’al of the fi.sh. The pia'judices of the 
jMtopIe have consecrated the.se bird.s on account of their being 
considered as the gardes du corps of repubhean liberty. 'Hie 
Greeks and Itoniuns regarded them with peculiar veneration : 
and in Thessaly the detroyer of one was punished witli exile. 
rS'o animal but this discovers any token of fondness for the au¬ 
thors of its existence after it has attained .strength and discrimi¬ 
nation suflicient to prrWide for itself. The stork is well known 
to *;vince an exemplary regard<for its aged jiarenls, whom it de¬ 
fends from attack, and furnishes with food; and well did it de¬ 
serve the Roman appellation of “ piu avis.” 'Hic Dutch fre¬ 
quently erect f ames of wood upon the top.s of their houses |q 
encourage the.se their favorite birds to build their nests there. 
Perhaps another reaeim why these birds are so much cherished 
is that, which renders them popular in Germany, namely on ac¬ 
count of their quick perception.'Of fire, ^iitl the tioise they make 
when it takes place. If the Dutch really believed that the storks 
could exist only in a pure republic, tlioy must for some time past 
have renounred their credulity^ for these birds have survived the 
visits of the French, and seem to liavfc no objection to be enroll¬ 
ed among the subjects of the new king. 11 is said that they a.3sem- 
ble at certain f)e.) ioils and 'liold consultations. Certain it is that 
the cfows in iSngland frequently n^eet with all the appearance 
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of a {Icliberafe.body. A geiiUcman of distioguibhod talents and 
veracity assured me, that he once ohstuved a \ast body of rrow.s 
assembled near his country house, that after making u great deaf 
of noise, one of tliein nmved slow ly into the middle, soon after 
%vhich the rest fell upon him and pecked him tc death. The 
quails are. another species of privileged birds in iioilaiid, par¬ 
ticularly in Guelderluud, where they are piescrv<d with su|x;r- 
stitious^,/ '.{i‘ ill cages suspended on the outsides of tlic houses, 
'j'he a.Van is f.vo much wueratod iiere, and the raven is greutiv 
cheriMloa at Xmiegucii. 

'f’l/c traveller will he well renuineratcd for hi.s trou!>!e in a.s- 
Cendiitg the top of the tower of St. Jacques, the only high devo¬ 
tional building iu the {[ague, exeepl the new church ; to. oblairi 
liermissiou to do so, it is neces.sarv to apifly to the priueipa! iiiagis- 
trate of tin; police, (he roasoti tor whidi prceautioti 1 could not 
lean). Tiift view from this elevation is exquisitely beaulifitl; be¬ 
low, ou one side lay expanded the square, the veuuable {rile of 
the town palace, its su|)erb bason, the noble streets leading to¬ 
ward the wood, and the spires of distant villages fading in the 
mist of the horizon; wdiilst, on the other side, stretched the ave- 
nue.s of Scheveling, terminated by tlie blue and sparkling ocean. 

A whimsical little penalty followed this gratiliealion : at the 
hotel were 1 resided, a Outeli waiter alleiulcd mo, who iuipo.scit 
upon his master to believe that he spoke Buglish very luiently, in 
consequence of which he was selected to wait upon all Ltigii.sii 
and American visitors: tiie English language of this personage 
was a ridiculous collection of the heads, legs, wings, and tails of 
the English words, and mingled together w itii all the confusion 
of a giblet-pyc. Upon my expressing to tl^is fiijrpant gr ntloinan 
iny wish to ascend the tozeer of the church, he said, intcrriqrtiiig 
me, “oh, de rooj da roof.” I acquiesced and aw'ay ho f!»iw ; about 
an Lour afterwards he returned in high perspiration with a 
billet, w bich instead of proving to be an order to view the town 
and country from the raoj" of the tower, was -an acknow k tfgtneut 
of money for the ru ^ol the trcckschuyt for Leyden tlie day fol¬ 
lowing, viz. the whole of die cabin he hacf*&)gaged and paid the 
amount of for me. 

In Holland the bee-hivo of industry,” every available source of ser¬ 
vice is made use of, so that dogs, and even goats, are not siiftci ed to 
pick the bone, or eat the bread of idleness. Most of the liil*e ivares 
and merchandizes, and particularly lish, are drawai by the former, 
^vho are properly harnessed lor the occa.ssion to little carts, v. liilst 
the latter are yoked to infantine waggons and cun icics, to air and 
exercise little children in. J t is really astonishing to see whal 
N^eight these animals will draw after them; nolhiiig can exceed 
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tlieir docility, and for their labor, the Hollander, wIjo i.< remark¬ 
able for hi.s Iimnaiiit)' to tlie dumb creation, feeds them well, and 
and JodiTfs tiioin in his house very comfortiibly. Owing to. the 
great care paid to their dogs, the canine madness seldom app|;ars 
aoiongst them. On Sundays they are itennitteci to refresh and 
enjoy ilieni.velves, and never shew any disposition to escape from 
their lot of industry. In their farms, ^()^^s and oxen ale alwa\s 
used in draft, and display every appearance, of receiv'-^g the 

kinik st treatmciil from their masters. 

« 

} 

Titr; TiiKATn E. 

The theatre at the TIaguc is tastefully arranged and supplied 
with a tolerable set of Ihench romedians. 'I'lie eentre box is 
appropriated for the rotal family, and is <'!egantly fitted up. 
lie-fore. the. conversion of the republic into a kingdom, when the 
government resided in the hand.s of the liataviaii directory, the 
ornaments of the iiox whicii was allotted to them, \i as very un- 
wortliy of the rank of the personages for whose accommodation 
it was reserved; a piece of paper, on which was written, “ Le 
logis du directoire llatavc,” and pasted on the box door, alone 
announced the dignity of its destination. I'iie usual national 
spirit of economy used to display itself iu the Diitcli theatre, 
where, to prevent au u.seless - consumptina of tallow, whenever 
the musicians quitted the orchestra, they were bound by contract 
to extinguish the lights by which they read their music. In 
many iradesiifcns’ houses at this day in Holland, winter court¬ 
ships are carried on in the dark, the union of warm love and rigid 
ecmiomy being considered a very laudable conjunction. 

if we are. to give fredit to the ridiculous story which is still 
believed at a village called l.oosduynen, about three miles from 
the Hagw .', tlu’ ladies are far from being economical in breeding. 
A Dutch autlior has gone .so far a.s to declare, that he had seen the 
3(>,'> children of the Couute.ss of Hehesberg, and witli pleasant 
minuteness describes them to he of the size of shrimps, and 
Jirasiniis believed the .story. Those who xbave the hardihood to 
to differ from snch'luiHiorities, e.xplain away the miracle by .stat¬ 
ing, that on the third day of Juniiury, the beggar wished the 
countess, who expected to Me-ni every <!iour, might have as many 
children as there liad been days'in the year, and that she on that 
day was delivered of tli.rv.e. children. 

I’lie Hague was once celebrated for its many elegant, and 
especially for its literary societies; the latter have declined, 
whilst tliose of hVance have flourished and imjmived, amidst the 
frightful (hn'lnations of revolutionary tumult. Ihasmiis, Grotius, 
and lioerhaave, have, conferred, jminorlality upon the Ictti-s 
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of Ilolhin'dj as»tliey would upon thoRp of any nation; but,tbe 
litorary glory of tlie couiitiy seems not to liaye spiead ujwii tlie 
demise of these iilusttioos sages, lioo.-t, Voudei. and Antoui- 
des,-are known in Holland, but not out ot it; and we have heard 
but fainfly of Huygens, Giaveszande, and Vaiidi vcon in physic; 
of V'^oet. in jutispru;ieuce, and Burinan and Gvtmovius in the 
belles lettres. 

1 v::ii iA>t miicli surprised that the sphiuior of the Hague was 
piineibaliy coiilined to its buihhngs, aliliough it as been so oiteri 
in j/‘r times, celebrated lor )ts in 3 i;i)ili( eiice am! the expemc 
of il.'i inhabitants : (he rovoluiion expelieil its liereditary princes 
dispersed its iioldi's, and visited every descriptiotf i>f society witl 
more or h^ss distress. However, 1 was informed by those win 
were enabled to compare, tiint it is* again rearing its head 
Before the revolution, sumptuous (.•quipages ami various olhe 
cLaracti i isi*n's of polislied inxuiy were displayed in almost ever 
siieet; am! the foreign ministers vied with eacii otiier in cosil; 
splendor: during the operation of that political hurricane scare* 
any other ctmiage was to he seen Save a few crazy fiacres, am 
everv servant stri|»t of his livery. At present, society seems t( 
lie returniug to many of its original habits, and sonic handsome 
equipages appeared in different parts of the town ; yet, U{)0U tht 
wliole, the first impression of its gloom was never effaced, 

STATE OF literature:. 

I, pon enquiry after the present state of liteiature at this- place 
1 found it was considered at a very low' ebb: the pres.s of tin 
Hague was once justly celebrated, but has of late emitted little 
iriorc ihtm a few pamphlets of iuconsidciable merit. Jiel’orc 
the revolution there wore several capital beroksellers’ shops, ol 
whicli ] could only discover two; the books in their shiqis, appa¬ 
rently the remains of decJinjng literary traffic, were neither very 
numerous nor very valuable. The booksellers ^ninerly found 
very ample encouragement in the afftiicuce of the court, and many 
petty German princes jvho seldi^cd the JHagiie for their resi¬ 
dence. it has been asserted that as the Hague contained the 
seat of the executive government ;mil of the representative bodies 
during the revolution, it fuffered, much le.ss than any other town 
in the republic; butiffiis 1 w'as well assured was not the case, be¬ 
cause the commercial towns still derived rcsource.s fioiii their 
commerce and enterprize, tljrough the medium of neutral bot¬ 
toms and othei' circuitous modes of trtiftic, notwithstaiidiiig tlie 
severity-of British blockades and vigilaqce of 13riti.',ii ciuizers. 

V After spending some days very pleasantly attiie ilugiie, I pro- 
<^^ed to the Leyden tiecksoimyt, which* lay at a great distance 

Vkk- 3 ii 
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from tlie liotfl, M’here I found, from the blunder of the waiter 
before detailed, that I vvas considered as a personage of consider¬ 
able con'^equence, on account of my having engaged the whole 
of the ruif to myself. The day Was brilliantly tiiie, and nothing 
could be more delightful than my passage to Leyden: for two 
miles and a half the left bank of the canal presented an, unbroken 
jiicccssion of handsome country houses and highly ‘cultivated 
grounds, which although laid out like so many ve{;el}fble pro¬ 
blems, abounded with a variety of forms, which, as they wtjre clad 
/in luxuriant green, were '.ery agreeable. ■ Many ol tbesi* spots 
svere graced by the acacia and Weymouth pine, to which t( ir soil 
and climate seemed to Ire congenial. On the cither side were 
rich meadows, whose vivid green seemed to rival that of the: 
emerald, and corn fields yellow' witli harvek. 

ArrnoACii to i.Eynr.v. 

The blunder of tlic waiter added not a little to the delights of 
my passage, for I sat a solitary grandee upon the top of the enhin, 
•without a soul to interrupt the happy frame of mind formed fry 
the lovely prospects on every side of me. In this agrt'cairle 
manner three hours and a half passed away w ith feathei'ed flect- 
ness, and at the end of a long avenue of trees and a line of water, 
the spires and elevated buildings of Leyden appeared. W’e sterp- 
ped about half way from the Hagurr at Lr'ydehrmd.tin, a very 
neat pretty villagp, the neighboiirlntod of which abcn-.iids with 
pleasure houses and gaideiis. The rountry as I approached 
Leyden apjreared to be. thickly wooded, and displaced the novel 
variety of a gentle undulation of ground. After passing threrugh 
a beautiful boulevard, and crossing some drawing bridges, I 
entered the e legant city of I,eydon through the white gate, and 
proceeded to a very rrrmfortable hotel in the princip<;;l street, 
called the Jiroad street, the length,, spaciousness, and beauty of 
iw'hich entitles it to tlie highest admiration; there is ito canal in it, 
and the Iniildipgs on each side are very handsome, many of Ihcm 
splendid mansions.^.'^riiis seat of learning is considered to be one 
of the handsomest in Holland, and next in si?e to Amsterdam ; 
tlie entrance to it is tliioiigli seven stone gates, ut each of w hich is 
a draw Itridge: the town is surrounded {kith a rampart, and a deep 
broad canal, and is adorned by beautiful %hady, walks. 'J'he 
number of bridges in this city is astonishing, they arc said to 
exceed one hundred aud forty-five c'f stone, and railed with iron. 
It has also many canals, the most beautiful of which is the I'tapen- 
bnrg;- It has been compared by travellers to Oxford, but 1 can- 
noit See any Resemblance, except in its being devoted to learning 
and consequently preschting luanyrof those features of medi'a- 
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tion iind consequent tranquillity, which are t» be found in places 
destined to similar objects; but in its fortification, its buildings, 
streets, and canals, there is miquesiionably no reseiifblance. 

he channels or gutters of the Broad street are covered with boards 
which open like a trap door, into which the niouicnt any dirt is 
lodged,* It is removed by persons a|)pointed for that purpose; 
and lofty common pumps, uilh large brass ornaments constantly 
scoiireyand kept bright, arc placed in diflerent parts of it,tosupply 
the inhaUtants and to purify the street, of which they are nOt a 
little, proud. The fame of Lucas Van Leyden, made the stadt- 
bou,^- or town-hall the object of mjsfirst visit; it is a vast gothic 
biri.'jiing, presenting a very, long irregulai iVont, in a vr-ry uncouth 
stile oJ architecture, .surmoimted b> a small steeple, whicli is 
crowded with carillons, and stands in the ccnire of ihc Broad 
.street. As I a.scended the grand staircase, a painter was giving 
a finishing touch tq some large stone lions, which by way of 
blending them with the stone colour of the rest of the building, 
be bad painted vividtt/ red. In one of the apartments, \\bich 
was very heavy and gloomy, 1 beheld the celebrated production 
of Lucas Van Leyden, or IJiigcns, who was' born here in 
14f)4, and died in lo33.. This picture is in three divisions, the 
Uyo external smaller ones being made like folding doors, to close 
it necessary over the middle one. The subject is the last judg¬ 
ment, for vvliicli vast sums of money have been repeatedly of¬ 
fered to the magistrates of the town and refused. I must con¬ 
fess I felt no more pleasure in contemplating this pic'ure than 
what arose from its great antiquity. There was a great number 
of figures in it; the females are wholly destitute of beauty, at 
the same time there is a freedom in the ou’tline; many of their 
limbs appear to bo. elongated, and every lg;ad seems to have been 
taken from the same subject, amj wholly destitute of expression ; 
however, considering the early period in which the artist flourish¬ 
ed, it is a very curious an^ valuable product! m. 

In the justice hall is a celebrated picture of Jdarel de Moor, 
who was boru in this town in 1656: the subject Brutus con¬ 
demning his sons, the colouring and finishing bf which are very 
beautiful. De Moor had great and merited honors paid 

to him by various princ.es and |hs*mguished personages, particu¬ 
larly l y the emperor til' Germauy,"'\\ho directed his embassador 
Cornu Saigendoff to engage liTm to paint the portraits of Prince 
Lugene and the Duke of Alarlborough on horseback, with which 
bis imperial patron was so.gralificd, that he conferred upon him 
the honor of knighthood, and nobly rewarded him in a more sub¬ 
stantial maimer for his admir.ible production: lie had al-so the 
Imiior of painting that mighty .savage of the North, Peter the 
Great, Czar of Muscov;*—Under the picture of B 
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some elegant Latin verses; tlicre is also a large picture repre¬ 
senting die bravery of its citizens, w ho are rendered immortal hi 
the pa|;e of history, for the heroic valour they displayed during 
a siege, whirli in the year 1373, for live niontlm, vkited this 
place with all the horrors of war, disease, and fuiniae. 7 he 
historian can scarcely do adequate justice to these heroes, i^fler 
the Sjianiards had been conipelied to raise the siege of Aikmaar, 
they determined upon riireeting their forces against \Leyden, 
from the trenches of which they were bravely repulsed'’b)» Count 
Louis of Nassau, brother ttj the then Prince of Orangd; but 
having been reinforced, tliey returned to the attack: wheia the 
Spanish general, Francis V aider, discovering that he coulc not 
take the place by storm, resolved ujron reducing it by famine, 
and a scene of horror ensued which baffles the powers of the 
pen to describe. The SJtani.sh tjeiicral, Frederic of'Foledo, son 
of the execnble Duke of Alva, repulsed a body of Fiiglish aii\i- 
Jiarles who wer e coming to the lelitd’ of the besicgc-d, in conse¬ 
quence of which the blockade was so vigilantly conducted, that 
the wretched ioliubitants could derive no provisions from with¬ 
out. In this dfeadful dilemma, they drew lots to detenuine wiiic'h 
should fall each day to afi'ord sustenance to the rest with their 
bodies; and it is said that the spirit erf patriotism ran so higli, 
that many erf tlieni anticipaterd this desperate alternative, and vo- 
liuitarily sleiw theimselvcs to furnish food ter theii' brave fellow- 
citizems and soldiers. An extraordinary female patriot, of tire 
name of Kenneva, headed the women, le^d them to the ramparts, 
v here they assisted ther nearly exhausted soldiery in working tire 
cannon, and displayed that enthusiastic courage w’oich great oc¬ 
casions will geneially 6nd lodged in that bosom which is tire seat 
of every gentle;, every, tender feeling, and ought only to heave 
with the tendere.st emotions. Afany of them stabbed themselves, 
to assist ire preser ving the survivors, and expiring exclaimed, 

“ See, my piror valiant friends, your,provision for the rest of 
the day.” But notwithstanding these terrible sacrifices, and sup-' 
plies of human flesh, many ihonsands of the garrison and bur¬ 
ghers perished. The Spaniards, having been informed of their 
situation, again summoned them to surrender, and allowed a 
truce of an hour for deliberatiop, during which a consultation 
was held, the unanimous determination 6f which contained the 
following reply: “ 'Fell your arrogant general, that we slnill not 
want the means of life whilst a left ariVi remains upon any 
of our shoulders, and with our right ,we shall continue to fight 
for our liberties to the last.” At length, broken down by their 
frightful situation, and iiopcjess of relicfi after having exhibited 
prodigies of valor, and the sublimest acts of patriotism and re- 
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aignation, the'miserable survivors of this ghastly scene of deso¬ 
lation assembled round the lioitso of Peter Adrian de VVerf, the 
chief magistrate of the city, a man of great iiitluence amongst 
the people, and implored him to sanction willi his fiat the sur¬ 
render of the place; but this noble being picfiaa ing, like Cato, 
to peris^i rather than see his country in tl*p possession of a tyrant, 
. thus addressed his emaciated brclhren—,V!v brave comrades! 
cut this/body in j'ieces; it is belter that { shoeld die for you, 
tliaii /.v/ tflp enetnv—my wounds disable me from fnrtiicr service. 
Take courage, let me receive death from your hiuids, and let 
my thiscrable frame furnish a uietclAd meal for some, of you.—. 
'I’aff* rne, and may Leyden be victorioiui, and her glory im¬ 
mortal!” i>ecp)y impressed by sncli firmness and eloquence, 
bis auditors turned their haggard countenances aside, and with 
ihe convulsive energy of expiring nature, rushed again to the 
rampart, and soon a/terwards they were thrown into an agony of 
joy by the arrival of two carrier pigeons, to whose feet were 
tied stalks of corn and hemp, in which letters were concealed, 
announcing that relief was at hand. The Dutch confederates, 
having no other mode of relitwiiig the inhabitants of Leyden, 
broke down the dykes of the M iese and the Y sel, inundated 
the Spanish camp, and the beautiful country which surrounds 
Leyden, and enabled Louis Brissot, admiral of Zealand, to send 
many flat-bottomed boats, well armed, to the succtuu of Jic be¬ 
sieged. Tliis desperate measure compelled the Spanish general 
to evacuate liis camp, and to retire with such of his army as did 
not perish by the waler-s, into their own country. This siege, 
which commenced shortly after Easter, vpffls raised the third of 
October, on which day a supply of provisions was brought to- 
the famished inhabitants, who greedily devtured the food, amidst 
tears and convulsive inarticulate ejeiamations to heaven for tlieir 
delivery, and many of them dropped down dead upSii loo ra¬ 
pidly satisfying their ravettpus appetites. After this signal do 
Uveranco, the Prince of Orange, although snfl’sring imdcr ajj 
vere illness, ordered, himself to be carried in a litter t . Leyden, 
to condole with'i|||||f:iexpress his admirafity^ of its iicroic inha¬ 
bitants : the iutenMtv, as well as piany scenes which occurred 
during the siege, iBUst have afforded, a fine subject for tlie pcucil. 
He gave them their opfiou of hoitig rtxenipted for a certain pe¬ 
riod from taxes, or of having an university founded in their 
town; when, with noble and disinterested wisdom, they gave 
Uie preference to the lattej-. Never did any scat of ieurniiig 
originate from a nobler cause : it may be said to have beeu en¬ 
dowed by the blood of the brave. The clergy of Leyden, in a 
d>uhlic oralign, still celebrate the anniversary of the glorious ,^tl 
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of October, in which thte story of the siege, and the dcHveraiico 
of the town are feelingly recapitulated. 1 wrfs surprised to 
find that such a subject had not more frequently engaged the 
pencil of the many divine artists vt’hich Holland has produced: 
the picture which led me to mention the above story is. in my 
humble opinion, unworthy of the subject; the figures are' badly 
grouped, and express no one emotion which can affect tlje mind. 
After qiiitthrg the stadt-house, the evening being very finV, I as¬ 
cended a large mount, which may be considered as a'gi^at cu¬ 
riosity in Holland, in the centre of the town, where there is a 
fine view of it: this mount'is siirroundtid by a high wall, ahd is 
said to be the scite of a castle built by Hengist, king ofitlie 
West Saxons, on his conquest in England, or, what is more like¬ 
ly, by one of the ancient^ counts of Holland. 'J'lie town pre- 
.<«ented a very beautiful appearance from this spot, but it is ndl 
elevated enough to enable the visitor to .see the sprroimditjg 
country: the fruit-trees in the gardens u hich encompassed the 
wall were loaded with very fine fruit, particularly pears, plums, 
and apples. 'Jliis place is much resorted to, on Sundays and 
holidays, by the citizens and their families, to smoke and enjov 
tlie beauty of the prospect, and the refreshing sweetness of the 
air. 


THE WfVERSITr. 

Tlie next morning I visited the university of Leyden, which 
stands by the Hapenburg canal: it is the most venerable semi¬ 
nary in Holland: and, by the great number of learned and fa¬ 
mous njen which it produced, does honor to the lustre of its 
origin. There is scarcely a science which has not been improved 
and extended in this* hallowed seat of learning, which has to 
boast amongst its members the immortal name of the ymniger 
Scaligef, Vho bequeathed to it his valuable Hebrew library; of 
the two Hensiiis; father and son; the, former of whom was in¬ 
vited by Pope/Jrban the Eighth to Venice, “ to rescue,” as he 
expressed it, “ that city from barbarism ;!! jiik 1 both of whom 
shone like stars of tjbe.first magnitude in ewjji branch of grace¬ 
ful literature; of .Salmasius, .the profound VR'able competitor 
of our immortah Milton; ^f .Boerhaave, whose consummate 
knowledge of physic, altHiCted. pupils ‘from the most distant 
paj ts of Europe; and of many other illustrious persons, who 
have shed honor and distinction upon their country and the 
times in winch they flourished. The students board in town at 
different lodging-houses, wherever their inclinations or resources 
may dispose them: they wear no regular habit: when the pro¬ 
fessors appear in public, they wear a large black silLgown, ber^ 
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»lered wit!i velvet, on wliich the word “ Leydeii'’ is worked in 
silver. My next visit was to the botanic garden, rendered im¬ 
mortal by the illustrious Boerhaavr;, as lliat of Upsal, in Swe¬ 
den, has been by Liiina-us. Haller says, in speaking of JBoer- 
liaave'in the la;yden Botanical Garden, “ sape vidimus untc 
jiurorain vptimmn scnen /ig7icis calceis per fiurtu/n repentem, 
ut cc»rJmhins el culttn/i herlHU um pcrspu erct, cf Jlores fructus- 
quc epeiMduretar. We have often seen the good old inan before 
the morning dawn, crawling about the garden in his wooden 
sliffpers, that he migiit irninediatelf superintend the culture of 
plants, and speculate on their flowers and fruits.” 

BOTANIC GARDEN. 

The botanic garden is not very lai*ge; in the time qf Bopr- 
haave it must have been .small iiuleed,' as its history represent* 
it to have* been considerably enlarged since tliat period; in the 
frontispiece of his Index Horti B. Bat. 1710, it is represented 
to be a |K'tty square piece <if ground. It now occupies about 
four acres, and is in excellent order: the trees and plants are 
marked according to the Linnaiaii .sisleiri; but it is iiibnitely in¬ 
ferior 111 value ami arrangement to the botanic gardens of Upsula 
and of the Dublin Society. Amongst tlie plants, 1 approached 
witli the reverence due.to it, the vciUTiibie remains of vegetable 
antiquity, in the shafie of a palm, nliicli stands in a tub in the 
open air, supported by a thin frame of iron work; it is about 
fourteen feet higli, and was raised from seed by the celebrated 
Carolus Clnsius, who died professor at Leyden in IfiOf): the 
prol'essor who attended me, presented me with a bit of its bark, 
as a little relic. I'his tree and the pol^ in which it grows, are 
akso tigured in tlie frontispiece of^ Boerhaave’s Index before men¬ 
tioned it there apiiears to have been about half a# high as at 
present, and is said to be the palm mentioiieii liy Liiina»us in his 
Pnelectioiies in Ordines \al(irales PJatitarum, jr. !27, piiblkhed 
by Giseke in 1792, at itamburgh, w liicli .Limiu:iis siispcctec! to 
be a chainanops, but winch, as the iiMcnious Dr. Smith ob¬ 
serves, his editor rightly refers to the rha^s tlabelli formis, Ait. 
IJort. Kew’, V. iii. p. 47d. It, comes from Cliina and Japan; 
there is a tree of this kind, and about as large, in the botanic 
garden at Paris, and aiiotlier a*t Pisa. In this garden i.s also the 
ginkgo of tlie Chinese, a standard twenty feet liigii; Strelitzia 
regiiw, Ait. Hurt. Kew, v. i. p. tab. <2. which has never 

yet flowered in any garden out of liiiglaiid; tlie olea laurifoUa,,, 
anew species according to Mr. Van Iloyen; Poyetia lucida'in 
flower, as large as a moderate hawt\iorn tree, and thought to be 
Hjery handsome; and a singular plant iVoni the Cape, supposed 
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lo be nn cdiite;--, with a large tuberous root raised high above 
the surface i>f the ground, two or three weak stems a foot high, 
and large dark brown ilowers. in the university library is Rau- 
■wolf’.s Herbarium, which is viry niaguificetil, and the plants well 
preserved; also Boccumfs Hcibarium of the piauls dt scribed iu 
his Fasciculus Plaiitaiuni, publislutl by J\!orison at Oxford, in 
lfj74; these specimens are very poor; IJcriniin’s eoileUion of 
Ceylon Phujts is also line, which are, a part of the eclAraled 
Htrliarium, the rest lif which is at Cojx iihagen ; also a volume 
of \s est India plant.s, belowging to liermaii, which are 'very 
scarce in riollaud, and a {iiic collection of mathematical in.sf,in- 
meiits ; amongst other.(hing.s, a most pmv and brilliant prism of 
Brazil pi.blde, and a two-ii.-ch culie of Iceiaud lefraciing .spar, 
perfectly clear and tree from blemish. 

Ill a very long apartment in the gallery there are son;c busts 
Bitdstatues in tolcraliie pitvservatloii, hut of no gu.at ■Ctdiie; the 
Lest arc busts of Nero and Agrippina, iServiiius ami a if.mthu.s: 
they .were presented to the uiiivensity by a citiz< u of. the to'h'ii. 
'1 wa.s shewn into a small looin containing some .stcifctl Inrds end 
, beasts, which were in very poor condition. The thtauj- ot jn r,- 
tomy i.s very near the botanic garden; in it is a vahudde roihe , 
of anatomical and palbologicai subjects. I’lii.s bai! is v. i .. j«- 
thy the notice of tiie traveller, a.s well fpr its valnahle < .ic nts, 
as for having furnislied Europe with some of its best physician*. 
'I’his library is celebrated tliroughout Europe, for the Jinmy va¬ 
luable specimens of- oriental literature with, which it abounds, 
exclusive of the books licfore mentioned. • Goiiiis, upon his re¬ 
turn from the Ea.st, and who afterward.s tilled with gieat r<pu- 
.tation the Arabic professorshij) of the iiniver.sity, has enriclii d 
ilii.s valuable depositary of hanting with many Arabic, 'J'nrkisii, 
Cbahlean,'vaiid Persian mamiscripts. I .have before iiicntioiuul 
that Joseph Scaliger bequeathed his valuable coiieclion of iJe- 
brew books to ij. Tlie precious manuscripts contained here are 
paid to exccetl eight thousand. ' Since the last war commenced, 
no addition-of English publications has been made to this li¬ 
brary, which contain^ the Transactions of the Royal, and Anti¬ 
quarian Societies of IioiKkni, amj the ilistories of Gibbon, Ro¬ 
bertson, and Hume. 'J'o sutler an iiiiniiual disposition between 
two countries to erect a harrier between intellectual communi¬ 
cation i.s giving additional barbari.sm to the ferocity of war. 'I'o 
tlie honor of England and Prance, they have never permitted 
those melancholy conflictswhich have so long, and .so fatally in¬ 
flamed tlie one againjjj the other, to check the free and liberal 
interchange of philosophical discovery aiul literary invesfigation, 
^’hil^,4h|, respective gove rnments har e been engaged in rti:ipre>- 
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r:\! scliciiici c>f Vengeance, the learned societies of both coun¬ 
tries (mve eoniniuuetl witli each oUui' in the language of peace 
!(ii(l liberality. 

'I’Ik; king of Spain lias presented this iiljrarv with some iiiag- 
ivlieent folios, deseriptive. ol' the aminnitiirs of 1 i ncnlanciiii). 
^J'he books are prineipady boinid in line white parcliinent, and 
aie. gi!di*'l tincl decorated with eonsiderabie lasti- mid sjilendor. 
'riii re are'in this room siweial excellent portraits of eminent 
jn’ai wlio have belonged to tbe l'■liversily,/)r wlio liavo been be- 
uei'aelors to if; the heail of that idef.anl and voluptuon'i poet 
.Jo!ia;|;ne-; tS’cendiis, v.bo ilii.c! at th(‘age of twenty-live, (iisiiii- 
gni iiaiile lor it- o'ark penetrating i-yea, a dust eoniplexlou, and 
black bail and heaid, is very line. Tiiere aie also very inte¬ 
resting portraits of Janus Dowse, who iTuriiig the siege of Lc\- 
deii exliibited the mosi adiiiirahle heroism, by wliieh lie acquired 
llie apphnist- of tiie i^rinec of Orange and liie government of 
the town; tins hero sboiie in letters as well a.s arms; also of 
i-husnuis at diffironl .staga-s of his life; of lingo Doneilus, 
painted after death, in winch all the ap|)earanee.s of mortality 
are fuK'ly imitated with ghastly preeisifni; also of Ihniiel Heiii- 
siiis, and a niniiature of Sir'I hoiiias Mon !iy Hans Holbein, 
'^i'liere are also several medallion iikene.sse,s of ilistiiiijiislied En- 
glishinen eiirvrd in ivory, such as Milton, .M:\rve4t lcdlo\v, 
Wickliffe, Harriiigloii, See. Scc. executed by an Ihiglisli ^i^fngee, 
who took shelter in Holland after the overtlirow of tin-''' Duke 
of jMoiimontli’s rebellion, 'l liere is a museum of natural his¬ 
tory, ]»iineipally eollceted by Profes.sor Alleinaiul, eontaiiiing 
some line ores, corals, and pebblo.s, and also some rare qua- 
drtipeils and amphibia: also a young o.slrR:li in the egg; the 
nautilus with tlie animal in it, ancUsome pajiilios. in the ana¬ 
tomical theatre are th.e valuable preparations of Albinus, Amongst 
them arc specimens of the progre.ss of ossification in the fiv.tus. 
This nniversitv has also to boast of tbe works ot Mr. IV.stel, 
professor of Jurisprudence, for bis admirable work, entitled 
J'undameiita Jnrisprudentia; Natiiralis. Tb-t-, constitutional re¬ 
gulations of thi.s university .are conceived in a noble spirit of li¬ 
berality. No ofl'eiisive obligation*, uo religious tests, no repul¬ 
sive oatb.s, are ini))Osed, nb insidious atlemiits at prosi l ,tism are 
exercised. Youths of every religious persuasion mingle together 
in perfect harmony; like brothers they aggregate to stiid\, and 
not to quarrel about modes of* faith. Whatever may lie the rank 
ol the student, or from wliatever country he may come, he spee¬ 
dily adopts the decent, gentle, and frugal maimers and habits ot 
the inhabitants. The long war and revolution in this country 
bu'c naturally withdrawn a srrfat number ol young men ol rank 
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and iortiine fioin tliis. ficndnarv. and pfrvciitpd ntlloir from cnl-'r- 
iiij; it. 1 'Ik! .students d» not imw exceed two hundred. A cun- 
.sidcrable number of Ihiitlish students, in a pe.iiod of peace.. 
used to Hock to this illuslrioiis academy, ttbich, aa well as tiic 
beauty, tranquillity, cleaiilines.s, and salubrity of die city in whit is 
it .stands, and tin; cheapne.ss and perfect frcotlosn of living, and 
tli(“ clumns of the siirronuding cotmlry, hol'ls oi.O the Y^troii'ic;.) 
attractions to the recluse and studious. '1 he exaiufmdioiis fur 
academical honors are more severe than even for thoss of '.rii- 
nity College, Dublin. 

•louN or t.F.YnuN. 

Amongst the ci.'riosipes of Ja-vilen, 1 did not ia\e the trnc.- 
ble of .seeing the .shojiboard of the cidebraled .lolm of j.cydeii, 
a character ciistiiiguishahle for its ambitio.M, enurnme. and ie - 
rocity: those who have furnished us «ith an rici-ount of thir as¬ 
piring monster, relate tiiat his name was Ducoid; that IVonr 
being the son of a tailor, and hrought up to his father’s trade, 
he re.solved upon becoming a king; that accordingly lie lir.s?: 
fasted of royalty on the board of a strolling company of come-’ 
dians in the character of a prince, v. hieh alVorditig him iiiin i; 
gratification, he connected himself witii a baker ol Amsterdam, 
a fanatic,, who called iiimself God’.s vicegerent upon the earth, 
■and declared that he was sent to illnminaie the woild. Thi-> 
fellow, pri'vioiis to his becoming the associate of John of Ley¬ 
den, a.s.surn<d the, name of ’i’homas Munster, and impregnated 
a number of (.iermans with his leligions )>hreri/y, which aimed 
at tlic demolition of the doctrine of .Luther; thi.s fanatic luelion 
spread with incredildc celerity, until tlie Llector of Saxony, the 
Lundgrave ol .lle.sse, and thoDuke of I’ruuswick, resolved upon 
dra\viu;f t)te .sw'oni against these furious zealots, ’i'iie proj'hel 
iMuiislei was taken prisoner and lost liis head; hut soon alter, 
a; if in.spir:tsd by this blow, .lohii of JLc’.Ufu look Mun.ster a? 
the head of a troop of .satiguiuary bigots, and ordered himself 
to be proclaimed After this ceremor.y wa.s performed he 

committed the most horrible outrages; in.the name of God, he 
bettered down all the churcher, and ehauged the ridigion of the 
counliy; he recuiemended poljg.'uuy, 'and kept a seraglio of si.x- 
leen wives, one oi whom endeavoured to a.ssassinatc; tiie Bishop 
of W aldeek, who fortunately .seized the poignard from her hand, 
and plunged it into her own bo.so»n ; aud another, John himself 
]>ut to death for hesitation in complying with his wishes. When 
be appeared iu the stiects of Munster, he wore a crown upon 
his head, carried .a .sword iu one iiaiid, aud the New Te.slaniept 
iu the other, and w a.s preceded oif 'horseback by a group of ji&ui- 
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cins; Df-ys, v lillst !)ie siilos were by bix mandates, crowded with 
•tire piostiate tfirified citi/iais, who wi re puiiisiieu with instant 
death il they stood, or remaiticd ciivned in ins presence. The 
reiyn’ o( this petty tyiant was brief; the Bishop of Mujister be- 
;aea,<.(.' the town, \vli;el; suffered nearly the same ho. rots w'hich I 
liave ilesi iibed to have occiured at Leyden, when the Spaniards 
.s:)t do\kn behne k; the living fed upon the dead, and a look 
liiat inunfated a wish to surrender was punished with instant 
death. Th" nii'^eries which .sinronndcd him, served only to in- 
Aame the iauatical spirit cf the moflstcr; at last, however, the 
town was taken by riirpriso, and John and the ministers of his 
bloody ambition were conducted before the victorious prelate, 
'o whom, after boityg charged with thc^ enormities which he had 
coniiuitled, he is said to have replied, with tlie craft of a cow¬ 
ard, in tin; following manner: “ 'J'he possession of luy person 
has cost you much money and much blood, my death will be a 
loss to you, luy life may become a source of profit to you, pu-t 
me ill an iron cage, set a price upon tlie exliibiiion of me, and 
send me through Jutrope, thus will you in the cud be the gainer 
by me.” 'I’lie bishop saw through his object v.bich was the 
dastard preoervatiou of his forfeited ■iife, and accordingly ordered 
him to be put to death with a rehucmeiit of ciuelty, at the re¬ 
lation of which humuu nature sickens, abhorred us ll-o victim 
was. 'I'wo executioners lore his flesh slowly asunder with red 
hot pincers, and aftei the mitred conqueror and his followers 
had glutted their eyes with his writhings, and their ears with his 
screams, a javeliu pierced his heart, and his mangled body was 
tlirowii into a cage, and exposed to the birds of tlie air from the 
steoiilc of St. Lambert’s cliurcb. It has been observed by some 
travellers, that tlie Dutch are mi*cli given to a tremulous motion 
of the head. I saw' no instance of this iiationKl trJlt except, 
where 1 expected to fmd.it, among old and paralytic persons. 
The practice of bowing is not conhned to tlie Distchinan, though 
adduced against him as a sort of blemish by every Englishman 
who extends his rambles no farther th»p.„^olland; throughout 
Gcnniiiiy the same courtesy is displayed, and even among the 
common Kussian boors the practice of exchanging bows is iiiiifc. 
common. * 

6T. PETEK’s CHIIUCH. 

I Was not muc.h gralilied with the church of St. Peter, tlte 
firiiicipal one in this city ; it is a large ponderous building, in the 
worst style of gothic architoctui-e. in this structure the English 
!and Russian soldiers were confined when taken prisoners at Alk- 
iBiaar. The poor llussiiihs, who expected no (piarter^ looked 
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upon the brass chandelievs which are siispench d in tlie body of 
the cliinch, as the iiistrurnents of execitfion, to earli of which 
they thought of bci’sg ta.-U ncd by the ficc.k. The Russians, in 
their first campaigns witii the J'ri nch, cut! i taineii tlie same ap¬ 
prehension, and uore neist agrti a!)!y astonished on one o< casioii, 
wliicii presented a memorable (iisjday of i Veiiidi sagacity, to find 
that, instmd ('f being shot f’r gudiofnicd, flit.'v were |vi:sent.ed 
with new cloatl’.ing of the iiiissiau iiuifoin;, aiul ofierod their 
liberty. 


STATK Oi' Ti!R riiKSK. 

Tn the streets of Ijeyiien are se\eral very liandsoine book¬ 
sellers’ shops, pai tictdaijiy Miirras's in the ihaadstraat, wliero 
there are many valiifthle pubiieations, and particnlarly a fine col¬ 
lection of the classics, which are. sold at very reasoivd>le prices. 
The pi ess of Leyden, in the time of the i'llzevirs, prescntt,-d 
some of the most elegant specimens of Upograpliy, in the many 
correct and beautiful editions wliicdi they have given of the most 
renowned authors of antirpiity. In beauty, variety, and profu¬ 
sion, the Leyden press rivalled, and in many instances surpassed, 
that of the ilague and Aiiistordam; but since the period of the 
above bibliopohsU, it has gradually decayed. It may be easily 
imagined, that with the change which has taken place in the po¬ 
litical relatiions of Holland, that the liberty of the prcs.s is not 
what it used to he at Leyden, which was once celebrated for its 
Gazette, a rival in reputation of that of iJrusscIs: the former 
was distinguished for its partiality to the StadthoJdcr, and bi.s 
well known attachments to the Lnglish cabinet; and the latter 
for supporting the trfie interests of the country. The editors 
and pro))iietois of the Leydcvi Gazette fled with precipitation, 
on the ifiuption ol the French into Holland; and tlie paper 
which is now ksned from l^ey<len, <-is of epurse the organ of 
the new goveiMirient, and but little enlivened with political dis¬ 
cussion. 

WOOI.IF.N TRAT)I5. 

The staple trade of Leyden; the vvpollen inanufartoiy, has 
suffered very severely from the csUtijlislniieiit of e.xtensive looms 
in various part:; of Germany, from the last and present war with 
England, and from the superiority of the manufactures of York¬ 
shire, which are in such high estiiiration in America and Asia, 
that Dutch meichauts trading to those countries, found it more 
advantageous to send out English cloths. The coarse cloths of 
Hpl^iiyiad formerly a ^risk market amongst the East and We.st 
Igidia^p^iipanres ; but from the ab*ove cause thousands of ma- 
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nufiicturcrs liuve Lecn obii'TOil to rciiounte their looms, and di¬ 
vert tlieir skill aiicl induslrv to other sources of support; and in 
all lituuan orobabilitv the woollen inuiiufacturcs of Levden will 
never iwvivae 

-Near Leyden city, in the village of Rliyushurjr, the assembly 
of a vei v sii).ti,ilar and e.jiUiily hbci al religious association is held, 
the Tiie*nl.iers of which are called after tfie name of the place, 
Khyiisliureiaiis; this i))i eting was establisiied by three juiasants, 
wiio w re brotiHTs, of tile name of John, Ardnaii, and Gilbert 
\ an Co.ie, wlto to an excellent flud profitable accjuaintance 
with fanning, whicii they followed, singularly nutted a profound 
kiiuwiedge of lancuaires, for which they were so celehrated, that 
Prmce 'l.uiiice, and Monsieur de jyaurior, the then French 
ein;»assador, honortul them with several visits, and conversed 
with tlieni in Latin, Greek, Italian, and French, in each of 
•W'hich they astonished their visitors by their dueiicy and pro- 
ninicialiou; another hi other, William, filled the prol'essorship, 
of the orienlial languages in ilie university of Leyden. Jii con¬ 
sequence of the cluirches being left without their pastors, on the 
expulsion of the, remonstrant clergy in the year itJlJJ, the three 
first-mentioned brothers di’termined to supply their places, and 
undertook to explain the Scriptures: they set an example of 
genuine Christianity which has been rarely displayed; and they 
taught that every one had a right to worship God according to 
his own form of faith, taking the Bible for his guide. This 
association meet every Saturday, for the purpose of digesting 
the discourses of the ensuing Sunday, vvlien, with the siucerest 
humility, one of the fraternity dislrihiites the broad and wine. 
After the morning duties of the Sabbatlf arc passed they reas- 
scinhlo in the evening to return shanks Jto the Almighty for his 
favors, and at the same time particularise, the instaiU'es of his 
goodness. On Monday* morning they part to attend to their 
different temporal concerns, and at their taking* leave, solemnly 
impress upon each other the sacred obligation, and the blissful 
result of a perseverance in tlie pious ^ou/se which they have 
hitherto pursued. Such benevolent and cxlialted principles 
attract persons of various persuasions to the meeting, who assist 
in its solemnities, and partake .in the pure spirit of its tlcvotion. 
The religion most followed preyious to the revolution, w'as the 
Fresbyteriaii and Culvinistical; before the revolution, none but 
Presbyterians were admitted in any office or post under govern¬ 
ment, except in the army, 'i'he republic, m its early stages, 
displayed its wi.sdoni in making the Galvinistical persuasion pre¬ 
dominant, for the country at that peri^il was too poor to erect 
‘inagnilicent temples of vvoftship, and support a train of prelates 



in ti)t; ^-jvlemior bestowf^d upon them in other rountries, ■which 
were more rich, and had a populaliou adequate to the cullivatkm 
of the soi!. It w.is of the higlu’st cousequeiire !c) Holland to eii- 
pf/pula’i'j!'!, ai:d tiiey could not ni('rfr efiVctUdliy do it, 
thau by a jxilh y c'qutdh' trtui iocs and ( iili^ittcfucd. ■'vliicl! ottVitai 
an asyiain io ail tor(,i"i;crs p rsccated lor tbeir icligitns, and dis¬ 
couraged all icc'i.a.'itic in.'i;.tui:ous. 


RlNGt'f.Att OSISTON. 

a\s I was one. day roviii!!,* in this city, I was sinn k witli the, 
appearance of a small hoard oniamcntcd v. i';!! a considerable 
quantity of lace, with an inscription on it, fa'-t.-iied to a house : 
up II enquiry, I found tlnji Uic lady oi die mansion, wlicre 1 saw 
it, had lately lain-iii, and was then nmcii indisposed, and that it 
was the custom of the country to expose this boani, jt hich con¬ 
tained an uccouiit of the state oi’llie iiwaiiii's health, ior the. satis¬ 
faction of her enquiring friends, who were iiy this excellent plan 
informed of her situation, without disturbing her by knocking at 
the door, and by personal enquires: the lace 1 found was never 
displayed but iu lying-in cases, but without it, this sort of 
bulletin is frequently used in other cases of indisposition amongst 
persons of consequence. 

It is a painful task not to be able to close my acc-mrnt of ibis 
beautiful and celebrated city, without iamemiiig with the reader 
the dreadful accident which befel it on the lliilh of J.'iiiuary last, 
rnoie terrible and destructive than all the horrors of its siege, 
the intelligence of which was communicated to me very soon 
afterwards by a friend in Holland, just as 1 had fairly written 
out thus far of my journal. About one o’clock of that day, a 
wessel laden witii forty jhousaml pounds weight of gunpowder 
from Anftteidam, destined for Delft, and then lying in the 
Rapenburg canal, by some means jvhich can never now be 
knovin, took line and blew up with the explosion of a mighty 
’volcano, by which many Imncii'eds of lives-were lost, and a great 
portion of the city depU oyed. The king on hcai ing of the dread- 
fu; catasti oplie was seii-sibly jafliected, repaired to the city, re- 
mainqj^ ali ibe following night ii> the streets, and was to be seen 
wherever his presence couid animate the survivors to stop the 
progress of the liuines, to clear the rubbish of fallen buildings, 
and drag i;ryiq,Wtt#ef' the ruins those who had been covered by 
them : oliered (he palace in the wood to persons of 

respectability, whose habitations had been overthrown by lf*e 
.shpek, until they could secure homes to repair to; empowered 
the rtiagistfates of this devoted city to make a general collecticm 
*hrbit^^t tli« whole k/ngdoni, aud* ordered 100,000 guildem 
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to'he paid oui of die treasury for the relief of tbe surviving 
siid'trers. 


, 1!.<V AT? I.r.M. 

T quitted Leyden vviih great reliK taiieej and entered on board 
the treek.schiiyt for liawileiu, wiiieh sets off evt rv two hours for 
that tuwji, distant from Leyden fifteen miles. 'Hie catial ail tin; 
way is brodd and clear, and frequently adorned with tlic yellow- 
fringed water-lily. Noliiing could be more beautiful than onr 
jiassage. A< vre approaclu-d Haaridm, the villas and gardens 
M liielj tieaily ail the wav adorn the banks of tiie canal, incia.ased 
in number, beauty, and magnitude: numv of them belong to iluj 
most opulent meiehuMts of Amsterdayi. llaaitem is not so 
beautiful as Leyden, but abouniis with spacious streols, canals 
and aveiiuesj and handsome lioiist's: it is about four tidies from 
the sea, and fifteen from Amsterdam : e.n one side of the cattal iif 
the Haarlem meer, or lake, the spiing water of whidi is so 
celebratt'd ai! over Linvqie for producing ilte nu'st briihaiit 
uIdleness upon tlie iinetis bioacheci iiere, and the superior pro- 
jiei ty of which eatiuot be ri adiecl by any chynut al process, 
ilaurk'in was one?,' fortified, but its ramparts now form a.i agreea¬ 
ble promenade. The bicacheric-S of lids city are too v.eii kstowii 
to be further in ritioned; in all Ids wanrtoring the travel er will 
never enjoy tlu; luxiny of sujw-widle lim n in sueli pcrfi cthm 
as at Haarlem : lieldrc the war, Scotch and Irish imins used to 
be sent liere li. be bleached, 'i ’bere was a censide.rabie mann- 
facUire of silks and camtilets, but it has o.xperiraiced a great de¬ 
cline, and the principal trade is blcaehirig threads and cambric; 
the inhabitants are e.aleuhited at thiitv-Two thousand. The. 
cathedral, widdi is said Jo be llie hirgeat in tlie kingdon^ though 
lain inclined to lldnk that of Utrecht greater, was built in 
1472 , and the steeple, whi*li is very handsome, was added in 
151.5. To inspect the iuteiim) part of the bftilding, } was 
obliged to apply to one of the principal clergymen Iteionging to 
it, who resides in an adjoining hoii.se, aiid«ti^)ded by a lady-likc 
looking vvomtm, jrerhaps his wife, or house-keeper, 1 was ad¬ 
mitted into this venerable pile, wltese the lirsl object that struck 
me was the ceiebrared organ supported upun pillars of porphyry: 
this instrument is said to be the iiuest and large.sl in the world; 
it occupies the whole west end of tluf nave, b’or a ducat jmid 
to the organist, and two tlornis to the bellows blower, tlie fornuir 
will gratify the traveller by playing for an hour; unfortunately 
lor roe he was absent in the country, and I did not be-.ir the ce¬ 
lebrated vox buroana, or pipe, which i^o.st admirably imitates 
the human voice. <..>f the Aturnitiide of this enormous musical 
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pile, tlie reader may form some coneeplion wlnen be 15 icforrned 
that it <• oiitaiiis eight tboiisand pipes, .soin*: of wliiii. aie Unity" 
eight feet in length, and sixteen inches in dianicti r, and has .sixty- 
four sti)|),s, four separation,s, t«o shako, two coup'iijgs, ail.I 
twelvt--liellows; like an elejilr.int, that Viith his lirohoscis can 
either pluck a violet or raise a tree liy it.s roots, tlie notes <d' this 
wonderliil instrnnieiit can .swell from the softisst to the sv'h'.imest 
sounds, fioiii the warhling of a distant liiid to the a\^'uil tt>ne of 
t.huiuler, until the massy building ticiiihles :n all its aisles. On 
every Tuesday and 'riiiirsday, a voluntary is played iip.on this 
organ from twelve till one o’clock, whi'ii the tloors of ili^e ca¬ 
thedral are thrown open. Many years since ihe iinnioitai lian- 
ded played n|)on thi.s <ygaii, when the organist, in aina/eincnt, 
proiK)nnc‘d him to be an ungcl, or tlio devil. HetwoMi two of 
the' columns whieh support tiu' organ, tlufie is a noble eniMe- 
inatical alto-relievo, with lliree figures as large us life, by Xa- 
very, representing Gratitude, assisted liy J-’oetry and Mu.sic, 
making an ofl'ciing to I’iely, and a Latin inscription purporting 
that tile organ was erected in 17T8, at the town’s cxjiei.cc, the 
same having been built by Chri-stian Muller of this ci'y. '1 his 
is the organ wliicli the good people tsf Ho'terdam aie endeavour¬ 
ing to rival: the cathedral, like the odier chnrcln «, is crowded 
with square vvooden monuments, painti’d wuh the arms of the 
clccea.scd on a black ground, with the date of tlieir fleath in gold 
letters, but no iiainc.“; in the walLtt the east end of the ehurch, 
a camion ball is exhibited, w hich was fired into it by the Spa¬ 
niards in the Itjtli century, during divine seivice. 

The walks round this city are very beautiful, and at a .short 
distance frqm it therft is a noble wood, in which is a fine walk of 
stately elms, nearly three miles long, abounding with beautifii! 
sccneiyT this wood is a riial of that which 1 have described at 
the Hague. In this delightful place stands the mansion of Mr. 
Henry llopey'whose family has been long known for its loyalty 
and immense wealth: it is said to have cost fifty thousand pounds. 
Upon the revolutijni staking place, tliis gentleman was obliged 
to seek refuge in Ur,gland, fo the capital of w Inch he liad jirc- 
viously transported in .safety iiio magnificent ci iloction of painl- 
ing.s. . 

The villa, which is bni’t of brick stuccoed, is modern and 
magnificent, and before the revolution was ticquently resorted 
to by the Priuce of Orange and his family, who were much at¬ 
tached to its opulent and liberal owner, which he eminently me¬ 
rited, by liaving rendered tliem many important services, parti¬ 
cularly in 1788, wiiet^ it was unsafe for liiiii to appear ou the 
excMuge of Amsterdam without 'iiiilitary protection. As the 
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jilcturcs w'crc lemovcd, there was notiang in the internal part of 
the mansion worthy of notice. 

Haarlem and it.s environs arc inOrc celebrated than arty other 
^ot, for the beautiful flowers wliich it produce-s, the soil being 
peeuiiatly propitious to their production. 

Not far from the churcl), the spot where stood the house of 
I.<awreiice Co.stcr, who lived in the middle of the fifteenth'cen- 
tnry, *l*o. ^celebrated inventor of tlie art of priisting, is shfwn ; 
tinuicrly there was a statue a>T,r the gate wiiere ho li’’ed, with 
this inscription: 

^lEMoai.-E SACEOM 
TYPOGUAPHIA, 

ARS AtSTlUM OPTIMA 
CONSiUiVATRl?;, 

HTC PK1.MUM INVENTA 
CtRCA ANNUM M COCO XI,. 

I’iic first book i;e pi inted is kept in tlie town ilioa.se^ in a sliver 
case wrapt up in silk, and is ahvajs shewn with great caution, 
ns a most precious relic of antiquity. Tiie glory of this transr 
ceiirien! discovery, which spread light and civiii.-.itioii over the 
world, and formed a new epoch in its history, was for a long time 
disputed iietween Haarlem, Mayence, and Strusburg; the latter, 
after a hiborious investigation, has renounced her pretonsions,i 
and the general opinion seems to bestow the palm upon the first 
<■ Ity. Tile manner in wiiich Coster imbibed tii§ first impressions 
of thi.s divine discovery, i.s said to have beien his tuttirrg the 
letters of his name on the bark of a tre6, and afterw’ards pressing 
a piece of paper upon the, characters, until they became legible 
upon it, which induced him to continue t^e experiment, by en¬ 
graving other letters upon wood. Thbise early principles were 
soon diffused through France, wit6 considerable improwements, 
by the enterprizing ability of the Etiennes; by the learned Maim- 
tius, a celebrated Venetian'painter, arid inventor ^f Italian chas- 
racters through Italy; and through the Netherlands by Christopher 
Plantin, whose Printing-office at Ahtw'erp was one of the prin¬ 
cipal ornaments of the town, and Who was distinguished for hi* 
-skill, erudition, and prodigious w’eahli, created solely by a suc¬ 
cessful prosecution of his •important business. 

Mayence contests the honor of the invention, bufit is gene¬ 
rally believed that a servant of Coster^ of the name of Faustus; 
stole the types of his master on a Christnias-eve, whilst he waSr 
attending bis devotions at c*hurch, and fled with his hbo^ to 
Mayence. The portrait of Coster is to be seen in most of the 
booksellers’ shops t\t Haariem, and in olher principal towns. 

A rhemorable, but not au ijpusual insttihcc of affection, and <if 
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female presence of mind, occured in this city many years since, 
at a spot which is still shewn with no litth; decree of natioiial 
pride, whereon an antient castle stoi'd, the lord of which was 
severely pressed by the burf’lieis of the town, who laid siege Ip 
it, on account of his tyrannical conduct towards them : driven to 
the last extremity, and w'lien his life w an on the point of paying 
the forfeit of his crimes, his lady ajipeared on flie ranif'arts, aiul 
offered to surrender, provided she iingbi be ptTmilt''d to bring 
out as much of//cr moat valuable gooo's ns she cviiltl ('<n n/ on 
her back; which being complied w'iili, she brought her ljushand 
out upon her shoulders, piesencd him fiom the fuiy of the 
troops, and gave up to them possossioii of the eastle. 

History informs us, that Haarlem presented a glorious <-x- 
aniplc of resistance to the Spanisli yoke, so heroically imitated 
two years after at Leyden, which expcrienretl a better fortune 
than befel the wretched inhabitants of the‘former ci‘y. Whilst 
provinces were bravely opposing their invaders, a long and 
memorable siege in 1573, which was carried on against llaar- 
lent by Frederic of 7'oledo, the son of the sanguinary Duke «)f 
J\lva, duiiiig whicli the female inhabitants, like those of Leytlen, 
assisted the garrison in their duties, underwent every privation, 
faced every horntr, and rushed to ceitain destruction in defence 
of the town, with an alacrity and foititudc which have rendered 
them immortal in the annals of their country. Those heroines, 
when the garrison refused with indignation the conditions which 
were offered them by the Spanish general, fought with unshaken 
courage by the side of the men, in their desperate sorties against 
the besieging army, and in their fury put eveiy prisoner to death, 
whom they took in these attacks- T'his unjustifiable conduct, 
and the derision which from the ramparts they expressed of the 
Ilomau, Catholic worship, induced tlie Spaniards to retort with 
terrible vengeance. In consequence of a correspondence whicli 
the besieged carried on with the Prince of Orange by means of 
carrier pigeons, being discovered by the Spaniards, they shot 
every pigeon which came within the teach of their musketry, 
which rendered the situation of the garrison hopeless, and they 
at length surrendered, on co'.idition that the lives of the soldiers 
and inhabitants should be s])ared, to whieh Frederic 'Foledo 
consented, entered the town at the head of his victorious troops, 
and in cold blood butchered two thousand of those who had 
^bmitted to his arms, and trusted to his honor. 

When it is considered, that at this period, the Spanish mo¬ 
narchy was predominant in Europe, its armies were mighty, its 
generals experienced, and its treasury overflowing, the trium- 
pbant’prowUss whieh, the Dulcli displayed in finally driving 
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^lieir pow'crful iiivaclers back to their own frontiers, will rcndei 
the Dutch name illustrious as long as the record of history 
endures. The Dutch ladies have rivalled in fame the most re- 
Unowned heroines of Greece and Rome. The Hollanders trea¬ 
sure lip these gallant exploits in their memories, they form the 
favorite subjects of their songs, and the old and tlie young recite 
with enthusiasm the great deeds of their ancestors. 

The Haarlem lake whicli 1 mentioned, presented a very bleak 
and disniat sheet of water from the canal; it is about fourteen 
miles long, and about the same nugiber broad; is said not to be 
above six feel deep, and lies between Leyden, Amsterdam, and 
Hitarlem: its waters are slimy, and abound with eels, some of 
which are of a prodigious size. This lake can have no charm 
but for a bleacher. 'Die fuel used* here is iScvvcastle coals 
and turf. 


ANKcnOTR OF BERGtlF.M. 

The justly celebrated JN'ichoIas Bergheni, was born here in 
1GS4, and studied under his father, an inconsiderable painter, 
M’hosi; name was Van Haarlem, which Bergheni exchanged in the 
following whimsical uiaiiiier: wiiiUt he was a pupil of John Van 
Goyeii, who was very fond of him, his father was one day pur« 
suing him in the street, to give him correction for some pecca¬ 
dillo, when Ills master seeing his father gaining upon him rapidly, 
cried out to some of his other scholars, Berg-hem! whicli sig- 
nitles liide lain; from which circumstance he obtained, and kept 
that name. The distinguishing characteristics of Bcrghein’s 
pictures arc breadth, and just distribution of the lights, the 
gnuidetir of his musses of light, and shadow, the natural atti¬ 
tudes of his figures, expressive of their*several characters, the 
just gradation of his dtsiaiices, tlib brilliancy*, harmony,i^and tran.s- 
pareiicy of his colouring, tlie correctness- and true perspective of 
his design, and the elegaifee of his composition, and his subjects 
however various, are all equally admirable. This great man 
had the calamity and the iiifatiia.tion, to make an otfer of his 
hand and heart to the daughter of one of the masters under 
whom he studied, when he left Van Goyen, of the name of 
Willis, who proved to,be one’of-the'most clamorous and sor¬ 
did termagants tirat Holland, iJr'peihaps any other country ever 
produced; by the terror of lief tongue, and the fury of her 
Hiaiiner, slie forced iiim to slave at his easel without intermission, 
from the break to the departure of day, and frequently all night 
long, without permi-iiiig him to have the disposal of a single 
guilder without her consent: amid.s» this domestic broil, poor 
-Uerglieiu never lost his tqinper, he sung whilst she scolded, as 
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if he thought, in this increasing state of internal broil, he,, 
produced some of the fiue.st effusions of his pencil. He was 
singularly curious in purchasing the tinest prints and designs of 
the htilian jnasters, to improve his own taste, which after is death ? 
sold for a large sum of money: by bis indefatigable industfy, he 
produced an amazing numbe.r of pictures, w hich now are rarely 
fo be purchased, and then only for prodigious prices’. 

The last that I shall mentiou is.Jac('b Riiysdaal, who tvas horn 
here in l(i‘36, and was the bosom friend of B( rghcni, w ho imparl¬ 
ed to him much of the spirit vvhich adorns his own works. No 
painter ever possessed a greater share of public admiration t!i:ui 
Kuysdaal, a reputation which has remained nnimpared to this hcni!. 
flis works are distinguishable by a natural and most delight lid tone 
of colour, by a free, lights hi m, and sjiirited pencil, and by a 
happy choice of situation. He was tbnd of itilroducing wutcr 
4 nto his paintings, and he was equally fortunate in representing 
fhe tuupultuous foamf of the torrent, as the pellucid transparency 
of the canal. Ruysdaal was cut off at the age of lorly-five. 
Since the removal of Mr. Hope’s collection, there is no private 
cabinet of pictures in or near Haarlem worthy the attention of 
the traveller. There is, however, a cabinet of naliiral history, 
said to be the finest in Holland, which was formed by I)octor 
Van Marum, whose electrical experiments have asceitained that 
the death of animals is coincident with the cessation of irrita¬ 
bility ; this museum is well arranged according to the Liimeau 
systeni. J heard of nofiiing more to detain the traveller at 
!|^aarlein. The canal from Haarlem to Amsterdam is clear 
and spacious, and nearly strait for the first four miles, at the les- 
fiSniqg end of wliich the^former city has a very agreeable appour- 
wce ; but I was surprised to find so very few coimtiy-Iiouses, 
and scarce'y an object that denoted oar approach to that re- 
liowned capital of the kingdom, and, as it has beep aptly called, 
*!• die great warehouse of tjie vyorld.” " 

ENOEMOUS SLUICES. 

About half-way wc changed boats, and crossed the enormous 
sluices which protect the country from inundation in this part: 
Tve passed over the waters of the Hagrlem Meer and of tlie 
rsyfer Y, so called from its form resembling that letter, being a 
branch of the Zuyder Zee. The only object worthy of notice 
ifnis far was a large stone building, called the Castle Zuawanen- 
biirg,' the residence of the directors* of the dykes and water- 
•ivqjrks of Kliynlatid. Tlie cost of constructing and repairing the 
>f)tuices is paid out of the general ta.ves. The country here is 
fouj or five feel below th^ level of the river Y, which, howevtf;, 
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^ rendered perfectly innocuous by the massy and prodigioos 
dams before mentioned, the cousiniclion and preservation of 
vhich place the indefatigable enterprize and industry of the 
JloHander in an eminent point of view. 

I I'L-ached Aiuslerdam Just after the gates had been closed, 
but my coinuiissai.e and t \M're admitted upon paying a few 
stivers. As soon as we hud entered, cvciy object denoted a 
vast,‘prjpulous, and opnient city; every street, and I passed 
through a great number before I reached my hotel, was tolera¬ 
bly well liglited, but in this resjtect uilinitely inferior to London. 
At length, after travel sing the city about two miles and a half, I 
reached tlie principal hotel, called ^Vmsterdam Wappen, or Ae 
Arms of Amsterdam, which in point of magtiifude and accom- 
niodalion, may vie with the first 4iotels in our metropolis. 
Here, 'after an excellent supper of fish, which the Hutch 
<ircss to •fidmivatioh, and some porter, which was an excellent 
imitation of that description of beverage for which London is 
so justly renowned, 1 found a sopiia bed prepared for me, with 
curtains pendent from the centre, in the French taste, which' 
much prevails in the internal arrangement of the houses of this 
great City. 

Ill t!ie morning I was awakened by the chimes of some of 
the ehurrhes, which in softness and sweetness resembled the 
distant sounds of a htirp. Although it was seven o’clock, upon 
looking from the window, 1 heard the hum and beheld the 
bustle of business wbich in other countries characterise mid¬ 
day. Under the agreeable iuducnce of a brilliant cloudless 
sky, 1 tlescended into the street, and mingled with the active, ant- 
like multitude, every member of whjj;h presented a physi¬ 
ognomy full of thought aud calculation. 

*m 

SINGULAR LAW RESPBGTING CARRIAGES. 

The first circumstance* that afforded novelty was that amidst 
all the bustle I seldom met with any carriages on wheels to aug¬ 
ment the noise of the scene. Upon enquiry 1 found, that, by 
the police laws of Amsterdani, wheel-Cariiages at e limited to a 
certain number, which is ver^ inconsiderable compared with 
the size of the city, iii)m an apprehension that im imcontrouled 
use of them might hazard the foundation of the houses, most 
of which are built upon piles; for nearly the whole of the 
grmmd on which this vast city stands was formerly a morass. 
A carriage, called by the*Hutch a sley, and by the French a 
traineau, or, on aecoujit of its solemnity, un pot cle ehambre, is 
used in tlieir room; it is the body eff a coach fastened by ropes 
PW a sledge and drawn bygone horse ,* the driver walks by the 
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side of it, winch he holds with ouf hand to prcvwit its falling^ 
over, ami witli the ot!u r the reins: nothinc <-an he more melan¬ 
choly than this ntaehiue, whicii iioidi tour persons, moves at 
the rate of about three miles an hour, ainl sec ins more like the 
cqtiipa'ic of an hospital, than a vehicle' in nhieh the observer 
M*oukl expect to iiml a merry face; }ct in tliis manner do the 
3>iitcli frequently pay cisits and take the air. It was in allu¬ 
sion to the forest foundation of this wonderful place, 'Unit 
Erasmus .sportively observed, when he first visited it, that he 
had reached a city, the inhaletaiils of which, like crciws, lived 
upon the tops of trees; and another wit compared Amsterdam 
to Venice, on account of both having wooden legs. 

atHstebdam. 

Amsterdam is situated on the rivers Y anti Amstel, from the 
JftUerof xthich it derives its name; it is about nine miles and 
. a half in ciirumrereiice, of a semicircular form, suirounded 
with a fosse, about eighty tret wide, and a rampart faced w’llii 
brick, which is in .several places di.smantled, and twenty-six 
bastions: it has also eight noble gates of stone, and several draw¬ 
bridges; tJie population is estimated at lliree huudt(d thousand. 
In l'i 04 , with the exception of a small castle, not a building 
was to be seen upon the i-cKe of thus great city, which, from 
being at first a petty village of fishermen, dilitted m the lapse 
ofyc'ars, and by the entcrpiize and iiMliistry of thi, inhabitants, 
into a magnificent capital, which, at length, upon the shutting 
up of the navigation of the Sclield, added the commerce of 
Antwerp to its owm, and became the great emporium of the 
world. Neither here, ;ior in any of the cities or towns in 
Holland, tlirough which I passed, is a stranger sinnojed by 
barriers, p^tiductions of passports, or any of those disagreeable 
r'eicmonies which distinguish the police of many other coun¬ 
tries. Jn Holland a foreigner finds his*^ loco-motive disposition 
as little restricted,, or encumbered by municipal regulations, as 
in England. Canals intersect nearly the whole of this city, 
adorned with aveiiuesf of’ stately elms. Many of the houses 
are very splendid, particularly those in Kiezer’s gragt, or Empe¬ 
ror’s street, and Ileeien gragt, br Lords’ street, where there are 
many mansions, w hich, w'cre they not so mnefi concealed by the 
.fein of tlie trees from before tliein, would have a very piiiiccly 
appearance. Many of the shops arc also very handsome, par¬ 
ticularly those belonging to jewellers' and print-sellers; in tlio 
windoyi’s of the latter prints »)f the illustrious Nelson, and of 
'Otir -mgrine victories, were 'exposed to view. 'I’he druggists 
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Jhere, and in otlu'r parts of Holland, use as a sign a huge carved 
liead, with the mouth wide oj>cii, j)!aced before the shop win¬ 
dows; sometimes it resembles a Mercury's head, at others it 
Jis surmounted by a fot/l’s cap. This clumsy and singular 
^sign is called de gaaper, the gaper; what analogy it bears to 
phy.sic I could not learn; it is very likely to have originated ia 
whim and caprice. Some of the shop boards, called uithang 
bordeh lyivc ridiculous verses inscribed upon them. 

THE STADTHOUSE, ITS IIAI.I.S, PRISONS, &,C. 

The first place my curiosity led me to was the Stadlhousc, 
which is unquestionably a wonderful edifice, considering that 
llulluiid furnishes no stone, and that the foundation of the 
building was boggy : the latter circuifistance rendered it neces¬ 
sary to have an artificial foundation of e.straordinary construction 
and magnitude, and’accordiugly it rests upon thirteen thousand 
six hundred and ninety-five massy trees, or piles, the 'fir.?t ojF 
whicli was driven on the 'JUtli of January, l(i48, and the las^ 
oil tlic 6th of (Jetobor following, when the first stoiie with a. 
suitable inscription, was laid; and .seven years afterwards the 
difi’erent c«ll(;ges of niagi.stratos took formal possession of the 
apartments allotted to their respective offices, but at thi.s time 
the roof and dome were not completed: the expence of this 
mighty edifice amounted to two millions sterling. The prin¬ 
cipal architect vvas John Van Kamjien, wlio acted under the 
controul of four burgomasters. The area in which it stands is 
spacious, and was till lately called Revolnlie plein; it is disfi-r 
giired by the proximity of the waag, or weigh-house, a very 
old shabby building. The form of the iJtadt-liouse is square, 
its front is two hundred and e^hty-two feet, its depth two 
hundred and fifty-five, and its height one hunthed aiif»*sixtetin. 
It has seven small porticoes, representative of the seven pro¬ 
vinces; the want of. a grand entrance is a grci^t architectural 
defect, which immediately excites the surprise of the traveller; 
but it waSiSO con.structed from the wary precautionary foresight of 
the magistrates who had the snperintendanbe of the building, 
for the purpose of preventing free* access to a mob, in case of 
tumult. • ’ ‘ 

One of the first apartments which attracts the attention is 
the tribunal, on the basement fioor; in tfiis room, prisonera 
who have been foiUid guilty of capital offences are coiuhmted 
to receive the awful sentence of the law; the intrance is through 
a massy folding, door, decorated with bras.« omblein.s, indicative 
•f the puroose to which the chamber i^s ar.olicd, such as Jove's 
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|>eain5 of ligtiteniiig, and flaming swords—under which arc (rvr. 
liues from Virgil, 


“Discitc .lu'-tldiim moniri 
“i'.t non ic.'rniiic Divoi.’’ 

Above, between the rails, arc the old and new r.ily arms, and 
at the bottom are deatlfs-lieads and bones. 'I’lie whole oi 
the interior is composed of while marble; on the south and 
north are two row.s of flutwl |)ilasters, one abtwe anoihev; on 
the west side are statius icprcsenthig fr.ur nude women, sup-- 
porting the cornices which crown tin? piln.-ieis; two of these 
figures conceal their faces with their hands, us indicative of 
shame; iu the copartments between arc basso-relievos, repre¬ 
senting the judgment of Solomon; Zaleucus, the Jxiciian king, 
tearing out one of his eyes, to save one of his sou’s who had been 
condemned to lose both for adultery, by a law made expressly 
again-st that crime by his father; anti Jimius Bnitiis puffing hi.s 
sons to death. Above these are figures repiesenting Konmlus 
and Jfenius drawing milk from the she wolf, u.ud also td.'ujii- 
ter: the head of Aledusa upon the .shield of Pallas is vei v linely 
executed. In the north, under a scat of white marble, is a jdat e 
for the secretary, wlio pronounces the fatal sentenei^ whcii the 
jnagi.strates appear in their robe.s at a gallery on the west side. 
On the fore part of the .Iiidgment .seat i.s a fine marble statue of 
Silencef wliich Dutch gallantry represents under the form of 
a seated on the ground, with her finger on her moiiih. 

and two children weeping over a deatli’s-hefid. On each side 
of thi.s scat are serpents writhing round a tree, each with an 
apple in hi.s mouth; tlie same ornaments also tlccorate the sides 
of the door; above llie seat is,‘a statue, lai.sed on a l)Iack marble 
pedestal, representing the city of Amsterdam as a virgin, guaid- 
ed by a lion on each side; above the head of the figure is an 
imperial crown, protected by a spread eagle; on each side of 
the pedestal are Neptune and Glauciis, repri scntative of the 
rivers Y and Amstel," and a little higher are tlie arms of the 
four burgomasters, in wlvose magistracy the first stone of this 
building was laid, gracefidly connected by iVsioons. On the 
pedestal is an inscription in letters of gold, commemorative of 
die laying or the first stone of the building- 

Tlie principal bas-reliefs and ornaments in this room, and 
other parts of this edifice, were hiade by Artus Quclhnns, a 
celebrated statuary of Antwerp. When tlu: aw’fijl doom of the 
Jaw is to be pronounced,* the criminal is brought into this hall- 
guarded, and nothing is^omitted in point of^ solemnity ttf impress 
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's tlie mind Af tht‘ delinquent and the spectators the *wful«on- 
6 c<]ut“iK-cs of violating the laws of tin- country. 
f A tliorough know ledge of hnniaii nature dictated the policy 
^of ))lacing this hall on the groinirl-Hoor, the brazen door of which 
opens into a thoroughfare passi.pe through tlie Stadt-house. I 
never passetl by this door witlioiit seeing numbers of the lower 
ordeis, of |)eople'gazing through the rails of it upon tlie einble- 
iiiatical olijects within, and appiieiitiy in melancholy meditation, 
ri fleeting upon the purposes to \hie!i this hall is applied, and 
upon the ignoiniiiious results of rkvialing from the paths of 
virtue. On one side of this chamber is a grand double staircase, 
■wliicli leads to the Jbirgliers’, or M.arble Hall ; it is IGtJ feet 
lepg, about 57 1)1 oad, and 80 bigh, and is entirely composed of 
white marble, as are the galleries, which arc 21 feet wide on 
each side, into whigh the entrances to the different courts of 
justice, till? cliambi r of domains, of insurance, of orphans, the 
council room, the offu.es of the bunk, 8cc. open. This magiii^ 
ficent room and the siirroiindiiig galleries were seen to great 
advantage, on account of tlieir having been cleaned previous to 
the coronation of the king, which was intended to have taken 
place in it about a month after I visited it A great number of 
workmen had been employed in scraping, washing, and polishing 
their marble .sides for several months, and their appearance was 
equally grami and beautiful: the bronze gates and railing which 
form the grand entrance of the hall are inas,sy, yet exquisitely 
«'xecuted: over this entrance is a colonnade of Corinthian pillars 
of red and white marble. At one end is a colossal tigure of 
Atlas supporting on bis shoulders the globe, attended by Vigi¬ 
lance and Wisdom. The roof is painted v*ith allegorical figures. 
Upon the floor, the celestial and. terrestial globes are delineated 
in brass and various coloured marbles, arranged in tlJffee laige 
circles, 22 feet diameter; tjie two external ones representing the 
hemispheres of the earth, and the center the planisphere of the 
heavens. 

The Bureo7nasters^ Cabinet, as it is stijl called, is a handsome 
apartment, the entrance of which is adorned with some beautiful 
carving, rmblematical of the use of the apartment. The chimney- 
piece in this room, representing the triumphs of Fabius Max¬ 
imus, is vvoitby of notice. To the left of ll.e Burgomasters' 
chamber is a gallery, ten feet deep and Uarty broad, where 
after the ringing of a bell to,give notice, all proclamations, law 
sentences, and municipal regulations, are promulgated. ' 

The chamber of the treasury ordinary contains a picture of 
Mary de Medicis as large a.s life; a chart of Ainsteitlam as it 
appeared when fi#st walled raund in 148*; and on the bookewes 
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are some curious effigies of the ancient Earls and Countesses of. 
Holland. 

The Burgomasters’ apartment i.s 45 feet broad and 30 di.'cp^ 
and-is in iny opinion the handsoiRest room in the Stadt-house.' 
The marble cliininey-pieces are enriched with many exquisitely 
sculptured basso-relievos by De A\’il; but its chief ornaint nt is 
two paintings; one by Ferdinand Uol, represeftting Cnriiis,at his 
rural repast; and the other, Fabrieins in the camp of •Pyrrhus, 
jby Flink. From this room there is pas.sagc to the Execution 
Chamber, or tic Chamtu r cf the taxi Vrai/erx, where criminals 
condemned to death take leave of their priest, and pass 
through a window, the lowv;r part of w hicli is of wood, to eiiAble 
its being opened level with the floor to the scaffohl, which js 
constructed on the outsiiie, oppo.silc to the weigh-hotise, and 
which is raised as high as this part of the ,building. There is 
nothing in tliis room worthy of notice, except its jfielancholy 
appropriation. From this room we were conducted to the 
council chamber, w hich is 45 wide and 30 deep, where there is 
a very large painting by Jacob dc Wilt, representing Moses and 
the seventy elders of Israel. Above tlie chiiuni;y-piece to the 
north is a verylinepicture by Flink, the subject Solomon imploring 
heaven for wisdom. Above this is a scriptural subject, a noble 
production, from the pencil of Brrmkhorst. Some of the basso- 
Telifcvos which adorn the r'arious parts of this looin, sculptured 
by De Wit, are exquisitely fine, a pen and ink-horn. Jt would 
puzzle a magician to interpret many of the allegorical devices, 
but they arh all beautifully executed. 

In the chamber for marriagc.s, and injuries, tliere i.s nothing to 
arrest the attention of a visitor one minute. In Holland, marri¬ 
age being a civil contract, when.agreed upon in Amsterdam, it is 
always fibit performed itefore the magistrates in this room, with¬ 
out whofie fiat die ceremony would bq invalid ; tire clergyman, 
according to die religion of die parties, performs his functions 
afterwaids. This room is also called, amongst the lower orders 
O'f {ledpie, llie Sco/diag^Chamher, on account of the irritability 
frequeudy displayed £ero by parties of that class, when they come 
to obtain redress for small offcnce.s. Vfe were also led tlirougl* 
the chamber for sea affiairs, the mercers’ ftall, the painters’ cham- 
b'cf, and the rbom but liltle suited to the treasures which it con¬ 
tains, is a very long picture by Vandyke, in which there is a grey 
head of an old man, of matchless excyllence, which the observes 
cannot but retire from with regret. The burgomasters of Am- 
sterdasa' w'cre offered seven tliousand florins for this head alone, 
to.iie;cut onl from die rest'of the picture. I’here is also a larg# 
,^icdu:e b^ Vandedbekt, reorenUmre. feast &iven.by die bimsoo 
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njastcrs of Afflstcrtlam to the embassatlors of Spain, on account 
of the peace of Munster, which closed a war that had lain waste 
jtfje Netherlands for eighty years ; and many other large aud fine 
paintings by Rubens, .lordaans, and Otho Venius. It is a matter 
•of surf>risc, that after Iljlland submitted to the french arms, 
these exquisite productions stionld be permitted to remain upon 
the walls which tliey have so long adorned. 

Ill fhe,great, or council of war chamber, there are some good 
paintings representing the autient train-bands, and officers in 
their proper costume; many of \i’liich are portraits. In the 
secretary’s office, p haiulsonie room, amongst other decora* 
tionti, is a basso-relievo of Si/e/ire, yvhich the Dutch arc very 
fond of representing tinder tin? form of a woman. Upon mV 
observing to a Dutchman, that in Efiglaiid such a compliment 
had nevt'r been paid to my ow'n lovely countrywomen, he replied 
“ Yes, btX do you not notice that the statuary has placed the 
finger of the lady upon her mouth, as if he thought that no one 
of the sex, not even a Dutch female, could preserve silence with¬ 
out keeping her lips forcible together with her finger.” The' 
convenience of Iio-ving nearly ail-the principal public offices, and 
courts of justice under one roof, is very great; the size of the' 
kingdom, and tlie simplicity of its public transactions, render such? 
a concentration more easy of acjcomplishment in HoUaad than, 
in England. 

lieforc we ascended to the dome, we were introduced itato the 
great maguziuc of antrs, which extends the whole length of the 
front and part of the sides of this vast pile: it contains a curioua 
and valuable collection of antient and modem Dutch arms. 
Some colours which the French took frogi the Spaniards have 
Iteen lately added, as a present from the king to this city, a dona¬ 
tion which could not fail affording great Ratification to people,, 
who td this hour hold the Spanish nation in abhorrence. Thd 
prospect from the tower, ’or dome, is very fine^ and exteasive, 
commanding the whole of the city andits environs, crowded with 
windmills, the river Y filled with ships> the Zu^er the Ainstel; 

the Haarlem lake, and the quarter oonfainnig the gardens; tfie 
admiralty, aud ships of war on the stocks. Front tltis elevated 
spot we were nearer tlte bronze figures which adorn the front,- 
representing Justice, Wealth, and Strength, and which tire of am 
enormous size : on the other side is a coMossal bi'oitze statue of 
Atlas supporting the world, ekecuted in a, masterly maimer. 
The tower contains a vast n’limfeer of bells, the largest of whic^ 
vfeighs between six and advert thousand pound's; the carillojM hi 
this dome are remarkably sWeet, they* play evsery quartet; of Ud 
bourse agreebbid air, whigh is execdte,i to adttBratiqa, 
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latcellent oarilloneur is engaged to eutertain the citkeiis of i\in- 
sterdam three times a week; the perfection to whicli he has 
brought his performance can only be appreciated by those who 
have heard it. 'I'he brass barrel by which he plays is seven feet 
and a half in diameter, and weighs four thousand four hundred 
and seventy four pounds. The clocks strike the full hour at the 
half hour, and upon the expiration of the full houi, lepeat it upon 
a bell of a deeper tone. 

By considerable interest, and with much difficulty, I was ad¬ 
mitted to see the prison whirji occupies one of the eoiiits of the 
Stadt-house, on two sides of whieh, below groimrl, are the 
dungeons, to which the gaoler conducted us liy a iainp; as a 
place of coniinement nothing can be more secure, and as a placp 
of punishment more horrible. After descending adieary fliglit 
of steps, and passing through a long nanow passage, midway 
vast double doois, thickly plated with iron, wi re opened, through 
which we entered, and at the end w ere stopped by tw o massy 
doors which, upon being unbolted, led to a row of subttiraneaa 
dungeons. In the first, by the faint liglit of a rush candle, 
I discerned the emaciated figure of a man w liu li;id been con¬ 
victed of robbery, attentively reading; he just tinned fioiii his 
book to look at us a moment, and tlien returned to it: he was 
condemned to inhabit this cell alone for life !—In the iiiAt were 
two young men who, in the forms of Dutchnieii, seemed to 
carry the elastic souls of Frenchnien, that bend to and carol 
under every human miseiy; foriiithis gloomy abode, in which ono 
would suppose resignation would turn to dtspair, they were 
whistling and waltzing in the dark; whilst in the third weie seve¬ 
ral women and a youn^ girl, the latter about fifteen, confined for 
having displayed an early, and rather too violent a foiuliicss fur 
the laws/'f nature. These miserable beings were also in dark¬ 
ness, except when they closely approached the vast double bars 
which crossed the windows of theii' cells, when they were 
enabled to behotd a little light, which faintly reached them through 
gome low oblong apertures on the opposite side of the passage, 
thickly guarded by shniUr massy bars, just raised above the level 
of the court, into which these poor wretches are never permitted 
to walk; for, deplorable to relate, from .the first minute of their 
commitment till their fate is finally fixed, they are never suffered 
to quit their gloomy abodes but to appear before their judges in 
tW^SHoining hull, where they undergo private examinations, and 
if |Sn^i a close trial. The crimes with which these latter un- 
baW^prisoners ^tood chargeil were not of a very malignant 
imgre^et were they, even before the guilt of some of them was 
t^bliflhed, cut off frpm light and air, and immured in regions 
^t only to be a receptacle for tbe 4ead. 1 need-scasreely inform 
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the reader thaJt their appearance when they pressed towards the 
g^ing, wlien alone they were distinguishable, was a in high 
^egrec squalid and sickly. 

^’oiie of these rniserablf wretches were loaded with irons; 
they wx>uld, indeed, have been a very unnecessary augmentation 
of cruelty, for nothing hut the nuraculuus interference of an 
angel could have burst open their prison-doors, sPliieli weredoiiblj 
cased *wijb iron, and fastened with enorinoiis bolts and locks, 
whilst the walls of the cells were cased with ponderous luasoncry, 
thiough which, if a prisoner li.^d the means to penetrate, 
he would afterwards have to encounter all the earth upon which 
the tStadt-house stood. 'I'he gaoler -liewi-d us soim- irons of 
a particular construction, and a board winch fastened round the 
neck and one hand, fur lefraetoi y criminals, but he assured me 
they had not been used fur many yeais. 

'ilie pwneipal st’eretary of the magistracy shewed me tlie 
hall of justice, which was formerly the torture chamber. Here 
the niistrable sufferer, who refused to confess his guilt, at the 
plcasuie of bis barbarous judge, underwent a variety of tor¬ 
ments; among uthei.s it was usual to fasten his hands behind 
his neck, with a cord which passed through puilks fastened 
to a vaulted ceiling, by means of which he vva'jerked up and 
down with leaden weights of fifty pounds each laslied to his 
feet, until anguish overpowered his senses and a confession of 
guilt was heard to qui\er on his lips. Some of the iron-work 
by which this infamous process was effected was still adheriug 
to the walls. This ferocious and stupid practice was only 
abolished in 1798. This room is entirely of stone low and 
vaulted; the windows are small, and guarded by vast 
double bars of iron, and the whole is 'very little better than 
a large duiigeoii. A bar for the prisoner to appear ^t, a seat 
for the witness, for only one is most judiciously admitted at a 
time; a table and raised* seats fur the judges, and lower ones 
for the officers attached to the tribunal, foi in'all the arrange¬ 
ments of this gloomy seat of justice. I'lie prisoner is per¬ 
mitted to have a eouiisellbr to plead hif cause, and no strangers 
are admitted on any accout. • Three days are suffeied to 
elapse between the srvitcnce a‘iid*its execution in capital cases; 
during which the prisoner is allowed whatever rcfresliuieiit he 
may chouse; an indulgence which, from the state of the appe¬ 
tite at such a period, seldom runs the state into much expcuce. 
Public puiiishiiieuts are indicted four tunes in the course of 
the year. On these occasions a vast scaffold is erected, as K 
have mentioned, in the gtcat area* between the stadt-^ouse 
and the weighing or custom-house, »upop a level with jthe 
first floor of the former li&ilditig, through which the/brioiioaU 
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fr> tlie assignp.l for them to receive Ubrir puui<i)i. 
metrt; those wlio are to be whipped yu .-cwr. that piiiii.shmoDt 
with coii.-iklcrablo .severity, and aie ))<>t p.t i initted to retire till 
those who are to die have suffered death, wiiieii is inflicted by 
decapitation with the sword oi hanoiuj;, tluiimii the latter is inore 
frerpicnt. On these rnelauchoiy oeeasions, the chief tuagistrates 
attend hi their rolacs, and notliing is cniined to augment tlie so- 
lejrinity of tlie scene. 

In consequence of its being expected that diongh a culprit is 
to suffer dcalli, he is to leqeivt: the fatal stroke, iu tlie preciMS 
mode prescribed by the law. .1 rea-i.-i; ite who presided at t!ie 
execution of a nnirderer a few y ears .siu.c, had nearlv suhiecied 
him.self to a .severe puui.sliment. 'Tl,'* gsidt of tiie eimiinal was 
aggravated lo eruelty, aiah iio was coudeiniu d to lose iii.s life Jiy 
decapitation, iti v. hieh case the law directs that it .shall In’severed 
by one stroke of th.e swoid ; pro'ions to hi.-'quitliag the ehain- 
ber of the last prayers, he htid a wager witl; ti liieiid who attended 
him, that he had .suggest'd an r .vpediciit by which the execu¬ 
tioner .should not be able t'j pel form his oflice; and acconlinglv, 
the moment he knelt to receive the fatal stroke, he rolled hi» 
bead in every direction so violently, and .so rapidly, that the exe¬ 
cutioner could not strike hint with any probaliility of decollating 
him at one blow; and after many fruitles.s aims, was compelled 
to renounce the attempt. 'I’lic ofllcers v.ho were entrusted to 
see to the execution of the sentence were in the greatest dilemma; 
in vain did they try hy argument to persuade the fellow to remain 
still, and quietly have his liead taken off; he was remanded back 
to prison, aiul after an hour’s deliberation, the presiding magis¬ 
trate, upon his own respon.sihility, orderi'd the gallows to be 
brought out, upon winch he caused him to be executed. The 
judges aiifl lawyens look alarm,* and iuilf the city lidt as if tho 
tnurderer had been murdered; and nothing but the high charac¬ 
ter, rank, and influence of the magiJtrate, by whose re.solutB 
orders the miscreant at length paid die forfeit of bis life, {ire- 
scrvcd him from the most unpleasant consequences for enforcing 
tire spirit of the law safteY a different fashion from that prescrib¬ 
ed. Capital punishments areWery ran;: four inalefactors W'cre 
executed in 1799, and nine sinfe.' 'fbe Dutch entertain a fright- 
fitl opinion of ffie criminal laws oJ’ England, which they consider 
very ssmguinary, from the great number of delinquents who are 
aunwally pnt to death there. 

The" strong,•apartments which fdnncrly contaii^ed the vast 
treasiM^s of thfe Wank, and the offices attached to that wealthy 
1 ^^ 0 ,','^rfe on the groiuid'-tloor, where several clerks are ern- 
to transact tire business of th^t cehibrated establishment. 
From theUvrise measures adopted bv the king., who made, as i 
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Ijofore ofeporvtHl, tiio recognition of tlic national debt one of 
tlie tir"t tncasiircs ot bis government, the nafioual creditor has no 
Apprehensions. Hefeve the war, (hi.s inslilution, which was a 
bank of deposit, wa'-: snpposed to conttiin the greatest qnaiitity of 
bnlhoii ill (lie woil.l, and popular ciedulitv dwell -vitii ostenta¬ 
tious fondness noon the es tent of its aeenmiilated treasure.s, which 
thev n'sembh'd, to a I'enivian mine; its pile of precious inetal.s 
was '. it.iofl at the enoimons .sum of forty iniliion.s. 'J'he rcgula- 
t’.oiis which governed deposit.^ n ade in tills bank were as follow: 
ti;e person ilepo.siiiitg cash or hiillioii received a credit in the 
books for tlie amount, and a receipt for the .same, which expired 
at life end of .six months, was given.jeoeu'ahle upon paying a 
ftnall per rentage for \vaiehou.se rent: if such leeeipt expired 
iiefoie tijc money or bullion was rtdei^ned, neithei the one uor 
the other could be afterwards removett, but for i* an equivalent 
in bank citdit wa.^ given, wliii-li ri e( i}>t eonid afterwards be con¬ 
verted into cash in the market. -Anotlier rcgulatiou was, that 
not a florin (if the ea.-ii or bnliion i)i\c.:ted should ever be rp- 
nioved by wav of loan. 'Diis eompaef between tiie bank arid the 
creditor was aluay.s con.sidored inviolable. A iirtionr was cir- 
cuiat(‘d, wit!) equal celerity and an.siety, soon after the arrival 
of tlie I'icnch in lloliaiid, highly injuriou.s to the responsibility 
of the institution, and a tk putalioii of merchants waited respect¬ 
fully on the directors- of tl||^ bank, to solie-il satisfaction as to its 
solvency; to which an answer, couched in gimeial terms, but 
Itivorable to its resnoosibihiv, was givin. Owing to dip un- 
.shaken stability which it had displtiyed, fjom ib‘72, when 
the Fourteenth, at the iicad of a victorious army, was expected 
every hour to have riiade his tnunipha) etitjy into Am.sterdain, to 
17pj, when the !’’ieneh fixed \he destiny of tlie counti-y, this 
an.swer was recctvi d wid’. [lerfect confidence and seeurjtfc'in the 
bank, and .niy doubt tijiou the subject vyas considered t(J be the 
result of part, nciliunify. * Upon the French taking possfcs.sion 
of Amsterdavt., a complete mvestigatioii of the busirijias lol- 
lowfd. 


rtiBHC 

Amsterdam bt-.s no nufile .sqiqtr(‘S, which add .so much to tb@ 
splendour of London, nor is thcie any bridge worthy of beir^ 
noticed, except ihtii ■■.vhich cro.sst's the livcr Amstel, which is 
built of brick, has thiitci u tirche s, tatd is tolerably handsome: oa 
the river looking towards this bridge, there is a tine view of th«- 
city, wliich i piefcrred sketching, to a more expanded onc^ on 
the coast, immediately ojqiositc to the’eify, in the north of Hd* 
Jaai, puly asaociatioo^throughou? tioUaed, whic^ resa*.*' 
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Mes a monastic one, is that of the Berguines, who reside in a 
large house appropriated to their order, which is surrounded 
with a wall and ditch, has a church within, and resemble^ 
a. little tow n; this sisterhood is perfectly secular, the tneni- 
hers of which wear no particular dress, mingle w itli the inhabi¬ 
tants of the city, quit the convent, and many w hen they please - 
but they are obliged, as long as they belong to the order, to at¬ 
tend prayers at stated periods, and to be w ithin the coin ent at a 
certain hour every evening. To be admitted of this order, they 
must he either unmarried or widows without children, and the 
only ceitilicate required is that of good behaviour, and that tliey 
have a competence to live itpoii. The restraints are so very few, 
tfiat a Beguine may rank next to a happy wife: they have each 
an apartment and a littld flower-garden, and take no ^vows of 
celibacy or of any other sort; in short, the whole of the establish¬ 
ment may be considered as a social retirement of amiable wennen, 
for the purpose of enjoying life in an agieeable and blameless 
manner. 


nrTCH LA DIES. 

The ladies of Holland, if I may judge from those with whom 
I had the honour and happitu ss of associating in Amsterdam, are 
very amiable, thoroughly w ell bred, well educated, speak English, 
French and German, and they are ve^ polite and courteous to 
strangers: they are also remarkable for nieir attention to decorum 
aodmodesly; the unmarried, without prudery, are highly virtu- 
cus, and the married present a pattern of conjugal fidelity. They 
are also very fond of dancing, jiarticularly o/ waltzing, and they 
are much attached to J^iiglish Gomitry dances, in which the most 
graceful Paiisian belle seldom qppears to any advantage. 

'Hic ieterior of the bouses belonging to the higher classes in 
Amsterdam is very elegant; the decoration and furniture of their 
rooms is very njuch in the French style: they are also very fond 
of having a scries of landscapes, painted in oil colours, upon the 
^es of the rooms, instead of stucco or paper, or of omaoient- 
iag them with picliii%s abd engravings. The average rent of re¬ 
spectable houses, independent bf taxes, is from one thousand to 
twelve hundred florins. Th6 dinner heur, i>n account of the 
exchange, is about four o’clock in this city, and their modes of 
cooking unite those of England and France: immediately after 
dinner die whole company adjourn to cofi^ee in the drawing- 
taavn. 

The water in this part of Holland is so brackish and feculent, 
that it is not drank evcu‘by the commcMi people. There are 
xyaWr-ma^chants, who artf coiutantlyf occupied in supplying the 
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Citv, with drinkAle water, which they briiist in boats from Utrecht 
vSiid (Germany, in large stone bottles: tlie price of one of these 
TOitles, co^^ning a galioo, is about eiehipence Fhiglisii. The 
poor, M ho cannot afroi'd to buy it, substitute lai:!-water. The 
•vVines efrank are pritftupaily ciaret and from llie iil.iiu'. I’lie 
untage of Portugal has no mou.- H<linirers here than at ij,otter- 
dam, except amongst young Diitciimen. who iieve eiiher been 
much in England, or are fond of the taste aiid fasluotis of our 
country. 


DUTCH POLICE. 

'rijt; laws in Holland against nocUi'inal d'sturbers of the 
peace areXvery seveie, A few months liefore f was in .Aius'' ,— 
dam, two |foung gentlemen of family and fortiinc had been con- 
iiiuiiiied to pay ten thousand florins for havitig, when flushed 
with the 'ruJean grape,” rather rudelv treate.i two women, of tlic 
hover orders. The night police of H illanrj would for:.-! an e.u- 
celi'ent model for that of England. I'lsc watchmen arc young, 
strong, resolute and well appointed, imt annoying to .'^traiigtr.,, 
for they strike the quarter with a mallet on a h-uard, and will 
haunt his repose all night, unless he is fortun;:!c enough to sleep 
backwards, or until iu; become.s accustomed to tlio clatter. Mid¬ 
night robberies and fires very .seldom occur: to guard against 
the, s{!readmg of the iatt.T, .there are pensons a[)poiiiU‘d, whose 
office it is to remain all d;iy and all night in the towers or .steeple.? 
of the liiglie.st churches, and as soon as they discern the flame, 
to .sii.speiid, if it be in the day, a flag; if in the night, a lanthoru 
towards the quarter of the city in which it rises, accompanied 
by the blowing of a trumpet. This vigilanc^, and the facility of 
{irocunng water in .summer, I'oe lytural caution of the people, 
and llieir dread of .such an accident, conspiie to render it ■ r ui ' j r * 
lure visitor. 


LAW’S RELATING TO nEBTOUS. 

Although, owing to the great frugality and industry of the 
people, an insolvent debtor is rather a rare *cl)aructer, conse¬ 
quently held in more odium in Hojl^nd than in most hLlicrcoun- 
trife.s, yet (ho laws of arrisi are ijiilder there tlian in England. 
Jl the debtor be a citizen w regi.stered burgher, i )0 is not siihject 
-o have his person sei'Ztd at the .suit of the creditor, until llirec 
■egular summonses have been duly served upon him, to appear 
n the proper court, and resist the claim preleiretl against him, 
•vliicb proce.ss i.s cbmpletcd in about ii month; after which, if 
•e doe.s not obey it,, his pcr.son is subject to arnf.-.b but only 
vhcu ho has quitted his house ^ for in Hoiiand a maa’s dv^elliBg 
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is held even more sacred ilian hi England, and no civil process 
whatever ivS capable of being seri cd upon him, if he stands but 
•on the tbreslioUl of his home. In this sanctuary he may set ; t 
defiance every claimant; if, however, he has the hardihood to 
apptair abroad, without having satisfied or coinpromi'^ed his 
debt, he is then pretty sure, from flic vigilance and activity of 
the proper officers, to be seized; in winch case ho is sent to a 
liouse of rt^striction, not a prison for felons, where fie is luain- 
taimd with liberal hunianity, the exponccs of which, as well a.s 
of all the proceedings, must be defrayed by the creditor. Under 
these qualifications, every debtor is liable to arrest, lot the amount 
of the debt be ever so small, 'liu' baiiliapt laws of llclland 
dlfi'ev from ours in this respect, that all tiu' cu liims must sign 
the debtor's certificate, or agreement ol lihouition; !;ut if any 
refuse, the ground of their refusal is submillod to arbitrators, who 
decide whether the bankrupt shall, notunhstandiirr have hi? 
certificate or not. 


A ANSFRCKK '-.RS. 

A passenger can seldom pas.-, a stred uithoiit seeing one or 
more public fmictionaries, J belitue peculiar to this country: they 
are called ariiisprccker, and their office is to inform the friends 
and acquaintances of any one who dies, of tiic melancholy event. 
The dress of thes'e death-messengers is a black gown, a band, a 
low cocked hat witii a long crape depending bi-iiiud. To pass 
from the shade of death to the light of love : a singular custom 
obtains upon the celebration of marriage amongst genteel per- 
f ous, for the bride and bridegroom to send each a bottle of wine, 
geneiaily fine hock, spiced and sugared| and decorated with all 
soils of ribands, to t,ie house of every acquaintance; a custom 
v.hi.cliJs fit-queiitly very expensive. The ilutcli have also a sin¬ 
gular modc.of ailing linen and beds, by means of a trokenkorb, 
or liic-baskel, u liich is about the size and shape of a inagpieV- 
cage, within uhicli is a ])an filled with burning turf, and the linen 
is spread cjviu its uickcr frame, or to air the bed, the whole 
inaehine is placed,jhi'twccn the sheets. With an exception of 
the streets I have nientioncd,.and some olher.s in that quarter of 
the city, tin y are not remai k-ible eitlierjfor beauty or cleanliness. 
They are all paved with brick, and none of then, have any di¬ 
vided flagstone foot-path for foot-passengers: liowevcr, the pave- 
Hicnl is more huiKlsonie and comfortable than that of Paris,* 
although in bollj cities the pedestrian has no walk that he eaii 
call bis own, vet in Anisteidiun he is more soenro than in the 
French capital, on account of the few carriages, and the skill and 
Ciimion ot the drivcM;. ' In uo ciqiilal in the world, not even ex- 
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reptiii;! Petersburg, is the foot-passenger so nobly accommo- 
^<!:ited as in Ijondou. Most of the streets in Amsterdam are nar¬ 
row; and many ill whicli very opulent nieroluidts leside, and 
great trafliic is carried on, an: not more than sixteen or seventeen 
feet wide. 

The canals of this city are v ery convenient, but irmny of them 
most offensively impure, the imiforin greenness of which is che- 
rjuered ofily by dead eats, dogs, olfn', and vegetable substances 
of every kind, which are left to putiify at the top, until, the canal 
.scavengers, who are eiiiploved to elAiii the canals, remove them: 
the barges which are used on these occasions, and the persons' 
emploVi'd in them, present a very disgusting appearane.:; the 
mud winch is raised In llieiii, forni.s most e.vcelleiit nianure, and 
the summit letches in Brabant, is caleulated to be equal to the 
expellees of the voyage. Some of the most eminent Dutch 
physicians inaiiitaiii tliat the effluvia ari.sing out of tlie flotitiiig 
aniniul and vegetable matter of these canals, i.s not injurioii.s, and 
in proof, during a eoiif.igious fever which ravaged this city, it was 
observed, that the iiiliabitaiits who resided iieaiest to the foulest 
canals, were not infected, vvliiLst those who lived near purer wa¬ 
ter, only in a few instances escaped; but lhi.s by no nicairs con- 
linns the assertion, because those inhabitants who lived adioiiiiiig 
to foul caiiids, were eiuireil to contagion from its habitual appli¬ 
cation, for the same reason tli.at medical men and nurses gene¬ 
rally escape infection, from being so constantly exposed to it. 
The fair criteiion woultl be to ascertain whether, w hen the city 
is healthy, such quarters of it continue more so. The effluvia 
arising from putrid aniniul mutter, by the medical people of tiiis 
country, and of almost every other, is considered far from being 
iniioxiou.o, but infinitely less injurious than that involved b y ijit^ 
decomposition of vc-gelables: at the same time there ai'FTHffll^ 
cdfcii-sive smells that are f^r from being unwhoksoine, for in¬ 
stance, that of the bilge-water of a ship, and otliers might be 
enumerated. The water of these canals is in general about 
eight or nine feet deep, and the mud at^the bottom about six 
more. Except in very foggy nigbt.s, few deaths by diovviiing, 
eon.sidering the amount of the pup'fdation, occur in these canals, 
and fewer would still haffpeii, ifitiiey were guarded against by a 
railing, which is rarely erected in uity part of the city. At night, 
as the city is well lighted, a passenger, unless he is blind, or very 
much inebriated, a disgiacefej eondilion, which, as 1 lia\e belore 
observed, i« not often displayed m Holland, is not very likely to 
cjipi’iicnee a watery death. 

However, to guard as niucii as possi^ile against the gloomy 
''OUsequence of lhe.se casualties, tiic keepers of all ii]^’s and 
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tavern', and all apothecaries in Amsterdam, and In every other 
city ill Holland, arc compelled under a lieavy ptnnlfy to keep a, 
pruned paper, eoiitainiie.. the most approx id method of resuscii'^ 
tating llte suspended animation of droxxneri peisoiis, in ,,a cou»_ 
spiciunis part of their bouses. The government is also very ii- 
bi rai ill liistribiiung rewards to those who, at their personal.peril, 
rescue a tellow creature fiom u< sti uctioii. 11 pon such occasions, 
gold, silver, or medals an bestowed, according to the risk and 
rank of the pieservcr. "1 he lirst society for tlie re.storing of 
drowned persons was foiinsd in this city in 17^7, and the uU 
most encourageinent was eveiy where given throughout the 
United Provinces, by the tjtagistrati s in parlirular, and altt. wards 
by the states general, and the success ot it has been eqi41 to its 
humanity, '^l o the JDutdh nation the Jinglisli are indebted lor 
these admirable institutions, by which so njany of oitr cogntryv 
men have at vaiioiis times been .siwlc.hed from the grijfc of death, 
and restored as it w c j c to a new' csi.'tence, and to their agonized 
familiis. It is a c tirious circumstance to remaik, tliat the visible 
disarraiigemeiii whic h the, human frame experiences, Iroiii lacing 
a coiisidetablc time in water, is very little, sc^ little that many tire 
the iiirtaiiccs where the snfl’eier has, in tiie lirst iiistai.c <, dis])ia\ed 
all the indicia ol death, and has within a fc w hours b*cn tntihled 
to thank Ids deliverer in pe rson. Tlii boch, dining this tempo¬ 
rary suspi lisiun ol aiiiintilicn. H Si inbles a c hick, nj i n its pen¬ 
dulum benig aecidciitaliy stopjtod, its woti.s arc not nintilated 
nor sliaLen out of their prc.per place’s, but aie conipeU nt to u new 
their fuiitUons the itiunietil the lotmei is touched by some liicndly 
hand. 

<■ 

l lli; F.TJCn ANGE. 

\'2i'it'S»*(xehniige here i- in thc’ sainestxic of aiehitectiive k.s that 
of liolteidam, bi t niiger. J^iy astomslmunt hue was even 
gicalti ihtni vxhal f expc iici’c td ai li.c latter place; lor, at the 
exchange houi, n was ovc ilictwing with mcieh.ints, biokers, 
agents, and all the busy motley ch..iaclirs wlio belong to tciin- 
nierce. I'm m tlic'p>rcVailiiig activity, the appetite lor accumu¬ 
lation hen »! pi an d to have c^ipericnced no checks Imiii ticc in¬ 
evitable lalamitiis of war. Ivly surptisfe was augimniid by re¬ 
flecting, witli il;c sc appearances befoie nte, njton tlic pres* nt and 
foimer coniineicial coneltiicin of liie coiiniiy. '1 he principal 
causes which coniribultd to render Am.sieidam so rich before 
the two last wars, were die invinc iLle industiy, the caution, and 
Irugaiity ol the people, liie aniicrnt niertliants of Amsterdam 
pjpterred small gains wjth little li.'k, to less piobablc, apd fo. 
largcir profits : i^ was their cited, tiial more loilunes were raised 
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by paving and economy, with moderate advantages, than hy bold, 
exp«Ysive, and perilous speculations. I'liis golden rule they 
kansuiitted to their posterity, uho have exhibited no great dis- 
positiem to deviate from it. A Dutch merchant of the present 
'day almost always caknlates the chances for and against his suc- 
Stess iti an\ undertnking, \tliidi he will innncdiately relinquish 
unless.ll’.f v are very greatly in his favour, and as nearly reducible 
to ccrtaiiiiy ar. possible; he very rarclv over-trades himsi lf, or 
e.\tend>'h;s schcme.s beyom! h.is capital: sucli v.as the founda¬ 
tion upon which the coimr. ice of rVtnsterdam was raised. 

I'he piitiripal sources of eonuiicrciu! wealth to Holland,arose 
frotn''hia' herring iind fIreenland fi,sli*,ries, which eniployed a 
great potion of iter juipnlatitui. Tin' su|)eiior inam'.er in which 
the DuteVi pickle ami preserve tlicir hefrings in peculiar to them¬ 
selves, Ilf)!' has it iteer. in the power of Mngland, or any other 
country, to’lind out tlu' secret which lies, it is said, in the man¬ 
ner of giliing and salting those fuili. 'Uie persons who are ac- 
quainte'l with the .art, arc Iioiind by an oath never to impart it, 
hitherto religiiiiisiy a-iheri d to, and tlie disdojuie of it is moro- 
evta- guarded against bx tin laW'-- of the country. 7'his national 
source of wealth lias bet n gieatly impeded, in consequence, of 
tlie Dutch having no hi rring fisheiie;.' of tlieir own, but being 
obliged to seek then) on ibe Ki.gli,.h coast at the pioper season, 
vvl’L-ic, p;n ticuiai !y off ') ar!).oii!]i, the herring ahuais have been 
kiiowii t<i he SIX tiiid sexen feet deep /. ;th ilsli. The permission, 
granted to the Dutch iishciinen. to pi'o.secute their occupation 
uhrnole.sled on our coa.“ts. noixviihstanding the war, was (re- 
qucntly xxiihdrawii by otir tiui‘'<'rs. l.ast year a private agiec- 
nient took place belwcx u the two countries, and the indulgence 
Wits renexved, by xvhicli the Dukch xxeie very ahtm iat.dy sjip- 
plieil xxith till ir fa'/omiie li.sh : .so nmcli esUeu-exI is it. 
lir.st Iieriiiig cured xvas alxvay ; pie.'iented l , the stadthwider, and 
opulent fiiinilies have been* known to give sevett .slaiiings, atid 
even a guinea, lor tlie lirsl heri itigs brought to nittikct. 

roi.oNiAi, coM.MKnci: oi' i*tF. ^ii'rrii. 

Tor more tiiaii ti etntnry the ^ilch Ka.st-India Company en¬ 
joyed (he monojnily of the line up'tei.'!', comjjrclu'iiding iiulnicgs, 
ciove.s, mace, cinnamon, Jkc. winch consliluted the priiicijial 
hititicJt of the Asititic as xnH tis the Tino[>(aii comnuiee of 
Holiand: oOO,0(if) tiovts xvere annuaiiy sent to Lurojie, tisid 
about IdO.OOO vx ( le sold in*lndi:t; 2 £i<), 0 (K> ibs. of nutmeg, the 
piodnt't' of the i.s!ai)d of llanda, used tx> be .sold in b.iirope, and 
ICO/jOOlbs. in India. In Kiirope als*)^ dOO.Oui) l!,i.s. ot tinita- 
niou used to be brought to i^aiket, and 'dUO,OUt.)ib.s. c't«),vum€d‘ 
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in India. Batavia presents a wonderful instance of the riltor- 
priae of the Dutch, who, born themselves in a marshy cc^iintr/f 
below the level of the ocean, erected a kingdom in the fAli de¬ 
gree of north latitude, in the most prolific part of the^ globe, 
w here the fields are covered w ith rice, pepper, and cinnamon, 
and the vines hear fruit twice a year. Although this colony re- 
znaiiis to Holland, the Dutch spice-market must have v£ry ma¬ 
terially suffered, from the vigilance of our ships of war in va¬ 
rious parts of the world, qjiid particularly from the recent cap¬ 
ture of her valuable spice ships returning home richly laden 
from that colony. The Dutch also carried on a large ti;ade in 
• rice, cotton, and pepper, and the Java coffee, which wa^ thought 
to be second only to thal^of Mecca. The reader mayperhaps, 
be surprised to find that the amount of the spice (exports should 
every year be the same, The Dutch East India Company was 
enabled to make this calculation in consequence of having ac¬ 
quired a tolerably exact knowledge of the quantity of each kind 
of spice that would be necessary for the consumption of the 
European markets, and never permitting any more to be ex¬ 
ported. In this branch of trade they had no competition; 
and they were enabled to keep the price of their 5pii:e,s as 
high as they chose, by ordering what remained unsold at 
tlic price they had fixe<l upon it, to be burnt. Tin ir .spices 
gave them influence upon the trade of the north of j'inropo, 
in consequence of their being higlily prized hv the difi'erent 
nations on the shores of the Baltic, who furnished the Dutch 
with their grain, hemp, flax, iron, pitch, tar, masts, planks, 
&.C. I'be surrender of Curagoa to the British arms must 
also be severely felt. * 7'his island was alw ays of great impor- 
'jLue 4# the Dutch, the possession and commerce of which 
they were very desirous of retaining and extending. 1'he Dutch 
West India Company, many years sin'jc, refused to exchange it 
for the Spanish island of Porto Rico. The commerce of Cu- 
ra 5 oa formerly took up yearly about fifty large ships, upon an 
average of 300 tons eadb, and the quantity of goods annually 
shipped from Holland aoiouufed to 300,000/. and the returns 
nearly doubled that sum. Tfce'pports^from 11 ollund consisted 
of German and Dutch linens, checks. East India goods, woollen 
and cotton manufactures, spices, cinnamon, building materials, 
and n)any other articles of ease and luxury. The imports to 
Eurdpe were indigo, coffee, sugar,' hides, cotton, dye-wood, 
tortoise-shell, varinas, Porto Rico tobacco, and occasionally co¬ 
chineal. The Dutch alscccarried on a very flourishing trade to 
I’nrkey smd the JL,evant, tfy selling their own, the Irish and Eng¬ 
lish cloths, and purchasing tea, coco*!!, ginger, and thread. The 
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cottjmcrcial irftercourses also between Holland and iingland 
were^very important, in which tlie balance was greatly against 
the llutcli, which induced many, who were ignorant pf their 
real cn^racter, to conclude, that they never could sujtport so 
prodigious a drain of species as they have invariably experienced 
in such communications; an impression which subsides when it 
is considered that the Dutch consumed but little of what they 
imported from England, and that what they pnrcliascd they re¬ 
sold in an improved condition to other countries. A nation can 
only become rich from trade when "its e.\ports for the use of 
foreign states is in a greater proportion than its imports for its 
own Consumption. An impression ha»gone forth, that a nation 
cannot ijV impoverished if the importation of foreign merchati- 
dize be purchased abroad by native commodity, and not with 
specie; whereas upop a nation striking the balance of her ac¬ 
count with \he country she may have dealt with, it will be found 
that the deficiency on the sid(j of her e.xportalion must be made 
up in specie. Hence an industrious and frugal people, like the 
Dutch, will, when their country is in a state of tranquillity, pos¬ 
sess great advantages over most other nations. Industry increases 
the native commodity, whether it arises from the soil or the ma¬ 
nufacture, and increases the exportation. Frugality will lessen 
the consumption, and of course increase the exportation af na- ’ 
five, and reduce the importation of fore^n produce, for home 
consumption. The excess of all native commodities is sure of a 
market, of which those w'lto can sell the cheapest v ill be the 
masters: lienee a frugal and industrious peqple will be able to 
live and accumulate, where those who are neither could not live. 
This spirit of industry and frugality has bt^eii for ages, aud still 
continues to be the guardian of this nation, by which it v\as en^ 
abled to support its many, long, and costly wars, aiul fiiraTiy ‘Tb * 
force the. King of Spain, it| anlicnt master, to recognize its inde¬ 
pendent sovereignty. Although the Hollanders, Uefose the last 
war, were the undisputed proprietors of the Indian spice.s, of the 
silks of India and China, and of the fine.cotton manufactures of 
Indostan, till a period at no great distance llie common people 
wore plain woollen cloth, and on fish and vegetables. So 
universally powerful was*this pifepensity to economy, that for¬ 
merly the common people, and even opulent merchants, never 
changed llieir fashions, aud left olF their clcfllies only because 
they were worn out. They have been known to purchase thp 
coarse English cloth for their own wear, and sell tlicir own fine 
Leyden cloths to Germany, Turkey, Portugal, and oilier coun¬ 
tries; they al.m bought the cheapest ljl|Uer and cUecsi; in the 
Borlh of England, and in Inland, for their own consumption, 
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a»d sent tlin best of those articles produced in their own country 
to foreisrn markets. 'I’he wealth whicli many individuals rccu- 
mulated by their parsimonious habits was astonishinj;. / 
Another source from which Amsterdam derived great ivciffnj 
Was the exchange and banking business. From her peculiar si¬ 
tuation, vast credit, and extensive correspondence with every 
nation upern the face of ihc globe, this city has been the channel 
through which nearly three pails of tlie money remitted from 
one state to another in liuiope have passed, and which Imve eu- 
riched the merchants by lli; customary commissions upon such 
remittances; to wliich may be added the duties payable upon all 
imports received from thre manufactui-es of the wesiern 'rart of 
Germany, upon all goods which in their transit by the Kfiine and 
by the Maas to foreign I'narkets must pass tlirough Amsterdam 
or Rotterdam, from whlcii Holland must have derived a consi¬ 
derable revenue. In short, in oilier and better time.'?, ti.e trad© 
with Great Ihituin, Persia, Russia, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Cochin and its tlependencies, Molucca, Ciiina, Japan, Norway, 
Denmark, Sweden, Pomerania, Livonia, the possession of that 
important promontory the Cape of Good Hope, ^and the com¬ 
merce of the Elbe, the VVeser, and the Maas, all contributed to 
raise Amsterdam to the eonmiercial renown vvhiclt she once en¬ 
joyed. Yet, notwithstanding, under all her difficulties, arising 
from her territorial and marine losses by the war, the sevetity of 
the English blockade, the activity of the English cruizers, and of 
the French privateers, Holland still continues to carry on a con¬ 
siderable intercourse wish her »)ld connections, through the nacr 
diuin of neutral bottoms, secured by iiisuiaiices elfected fre* 
quently at the enormqiis premium of 20/. per cent. 

^ To return to the ExchangCoof this great city: I was much 
o.. Ailh the continence of people which surrounded one gen¬ 
tleman, who stood with his back towards one of the pillars, and 
were very eagef to get a word or a w hisper from him: upon en¬ 
quiry this proved to be the acting partner of the house of Messrs. 
Hope ; a house that, before the last war, could at any time dic¬ 
tate the exchange to Europe. This place is infested by a great 
number of Jew fruiterers, who practise ali«oi ls of stratagems to 
set oft' their fruit, such as pinfllivg tiie stalk of a fresh melon upon 
the bottom of a stale and rotten one, w Inch had nearly succeeded 
with me. 'I’he melons in Holland are remarkably line; and us 
a proof of their cheapness, i need only mention, that one morn¬ 
ing, when strolling through the streets, 1 gave no more than 
the value ^of lenpence for a very large one, exquisitely fla¬ 
voured. 
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, THE MARINE SOfioOL. 

(i^vus much pleiiscil '.vilh seeing the marine school, which,' 
alth(Aigh its object is to form a nursery for naval officers, was, 
Strang to relate, much neglected by the stadtholderian govern- 
jnentjVuid was originally instituted, and afterwaids supported, 
by the patriotic spirit of private individij^S. 'I'lie pupils arc 
the children of citizens of all cl iss(!s, and arc received from seven 
to tweK'e years of ajio. upon the payment of a very moderate 
yearly stipend. Their education and treatment arc the same as. 
in similar institutions hert! and in other countries. In the yard is 
a brig completely rigged, for the iuslfuction of the boys. 

In,the north-t.'ast part of the city stands the Rapslmys, or rasp- 
house, Ip which ciiminals, whose offchces are not of a capital 
nature, coutined. A narrow court.recediiig from the street, 
in'which arc the keeper's lodge and apartments for the different 
officers, fofiu the entrance of this prison. Over the gate are 
some insignihcaiit, puinti'd, wooden figures, representing crimi¬ 
nals sawing logwood, and .fustice holding a rod over them. 'The 
gaoler, apparently a good-natnred, merry fellow, shewed me into 
the inner court, forming an oblong square, on three sides of which, 
ihi; cells of the prisoners, and oh the fourth side the warehpules^ . 
eoutaining the ground dying wood, are arranged. This yard is 
very, niuch encumbered vvith piles of log-wopd, which sadly renj 
ducethe miserable jfiltance of space allotted for the prisoners to^ 
walk in. In qiie corner, iii terrorem, is a whippiifg-post, with 
another, litilo hguic of Justice holdiu" a rod. ' In this yard I saw 
spinerit the inch sawing the Campeachy-wood, with a saw of 
p/odigious large teeth, which appeared to be a work of extreme 
labour; and upon niy so expre.ssing myself to the gaoler, through 
my locqAuin de place, he informed me, that at first it required a 
painful exertion of strength, but eliat the prisoners by practicf; 
were enabled, ter saw it with ease, and to supply their weekfy 
quota bf two hundred pounds weight of savyed pieces, andfilSo to 
inake’a variety of little articles in straw^; bone, w’isod, and cop- 
peri to sell to those \^o visited! tJie,^r|son. Tlie prison dress 
consists of a jacket,'^OTsurtont iff; wllitriwojll^ white shirts, 
hats, flannel stockings, and leather klioes. The conduct of these 
unfortunate persons is annually n^rted to the ma<^strate, who 
regulates the period of flieir commemeut, where the cSse will 
admit of ail exercise of discretion, by such report. 

In a^cprilerof the yard Iw'as .shewn accll, in which, if tlieperson 
who,;iric«^^»eii in it does noL incessantly pump out the water let 
iiJtpjb he must inevitably be drowned; but tlic gaoler informed me, 
that it li^ not been used for many years, and that it was now onlji 
ail object of terror. In the wan houscs^which are very shabby, 
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were piles of rasped wo5d for djing of various cqloiirs; amongst 
others, the Evonyinus Europaciis, the Morus Tiiictoria, ar^tlie 
Haimotoxyliun Canipediioiium. 1 rvas inforinecl, that women 
w'ho are atlaclied to the prisoners, are permitted to visit tl^m at 
Stated periods, without any restraint, by wliieh one of tK‘e great 
political objects of,:^pIiand, the encourageiiient of population, 
does not suffer by this wbolesoinc separation of the faulty from 
J:he biarneless members of society. I’lie number of jrfisoners 
amounted to 124; they were far fioiu looking liealthy; this 1 
altribuU-d more to the height of the walls enclosing the yard, 
which, as well as the nutnber (*t’ logwood piles, mnst greatly iin- 
-pede the circulation of the air, than to excess of toil and severity 
of treatment. The fn'ishncrs ai« not eiienniben-d witi'i irons, 
and I should think an esfape from such a prison migliYoe easily 
effected. 


THE WOKK-HOt'SE. 

From the ra-ip-house I proceeded to the work-house, in the 
east quarter of the city, close to the Muider and Prince Ciragts, 
an establishment which [ believe has no parallel in the woriii. 
.It is avast building: the purposes to which it is applied are 
partly correctional and partly charitable. 'I’he number of per¬ 
sons within its walls, when 1 saw it, amounted to seven hundred 
and fifty of both sexes, and the annual expence is about one hun¬ 
dred thousand florins. In the rooms Itelouging to tlie governors 
and directresses, arc some exquisite pictures by Vandyke, Rem¬ 
brandt, and Jmdaens. In a vast room very cleanly kept and 
well ventilated, were an immense number of women, occupied 
in sewing, spinning. Sec.; amongst Ahem was a fine, handsome, 
hearty looking Irish woman, who had been confined tw o year.s 
Ht the instance of her husband, for being more ioncl of a little 
Irfie^'othidam gin than of her liege spouse, lii another vast 
apartment, secured by massy iron railing and grated, windows, 
were about seventy female convicts, who ap))cared to lie in the 
highest state of discipline, and were very industriously and si¬ 
lently engaged in nyakiiig liaGe^S:^. under the Miperiutcndeiicy of 
a governess. Fioni the wall^ of the room were suspended in¬ 
struments of punishment, sut;^ as scourges, iions for the legs, 
Stc. which, we were inforined, vtere not spared upon the slightest 
appearance of insubordination. Tlie.'.e women aie always kept 
apart from the rest. The' wards of men, and the schoohrooms 
for a great number of cliiidren, who are educated and maintain¬ 
ed under the same roof, as Vvell ns the dormitories, were in the 
highest state of neatness. In another part of tliis building, 
never shewn to strangers^ were confided about ten young ladies. 
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of very respeotable, and some of very liisli faniiijeg, sent tliere by 
th^ parents or friends for undutiful (ieportment, or some oUier 
donWstic ()irence—they are compelled lo wear a particular dress 

• as a mark of dewrarlatioii, obligetl to work a slated iiiunber of 

• hoursday, and are occasionally whipped; they are kept apart 
by tJreniselves, and no one but a fatln r, niollu r, brother, or sis¬ 
ter, can see them during their conlin' tneilt, and then only by ail 
order “frojn one of the directors. Husbands may here, upon 
complaint of extravagance, drunkeiaiess, &c. duly proved, send 
their wives to be ronlined and receive the discipline of the house; 
and wives tln ir husbands, for two, three, and four yeaj-s to- 
getlK-r. The allowaiicc of food is abundant and good, and each 
personSs permitted to walk for a propeV time in the courts within. • 
the buitiiing, which arc spacious. Jyjery w'ard is kept locked, 
and DO one l an go in or out without the especial penuis.sion of 
the propenofficer. * 


THE PLANTATION. 

Close to this place is the plantation, a very large portion ol 
ground within the city, laid out in avenues, and a great nunibei 
of little gardens, fortaed into several divisions by streets of pretty 
country and sutnrocr-houes; and tlie whole is surrounded by 
canals. I'o this rtts in nrOe, such of the citizens and their fani- 
lies repair in the siininier lo dine or drink tea, whose finances, or 
spirit of economy will not admit of their having a house in the 
country. To render these rural indulgences as cheap as possible, 
three or four families join in renting one small cottage, or per¬ 
haps a summer-house luid garden. Never did any spot devoted 
to the pleasure of nature exhibit more silence and solemnity; no 
sports, no pastime, no laugh noi gambol: Hhe females diink tlieir 
tea and work, and the men sni&ke in peaceful taciturintv, aril 
scarcely move their eyes from their different occupations, unless 
some very animating and attractive object passes. 

FUNERALS. 

In my way fiom the plantation' to. the oJegant country resi¬ 
dence of a Dutch merchant of bugh respectability, 1 passed, a 
few miles fiom Amstcr;}ani, iw^^urial places of the Jews, who 
wisely bury their dead in the emmtiy ; the other inhabitants fol¬ 
low the baneful practice of huiying in the churches and church-, 
yards in the city, where the catholics deposit their dead Vfery frt- 
guently in protestant chuiches. In Holland tlie honours of ft- 
neral pomp arc scarcely ever displayed: the spirit of economy, 
which seems to be the tutelar saint of Aesc moist regions, seldom 
inenrs a further expence than a plain\offin, wbicli costs little, 
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lind sonic genuine tears or sighs, wliit h cost nothing. 'J’o de¬ 
scribe the numerous churches, chapels, and conventicles ofAhe 
religions of all persuasions, wlio since the revolution live in/ or- 
dial amity with each other, and with the govermiuait under i/uach 
they enjoy the lights of eipial citi/enship, would be a laborious ■ 
and not a very interesting labour. 'I'lie quakers here, and in 
every other town in IIollaiHl, are very few: the .Tews and the 
anabaptists are very numerous, and there are many Uvnian ca¬ 
tholics. Before the revolution the clergy of the established 
church were paid by the joverument; they, as well as every 
other priest or pastor, arc now supporteil at lixeil salaries, raised 
rateably amongst the inhabitants of the parishes in whicjs-tliey 
•officiate, each sect suppoifing its own minister. In evei^parish 
registers of births, rnarrviges, and deaths, are regula/Iy kept. 
The church-yards are not disgiaei d, like ours, villi low facetious 
epitaphs, more calculated ty make the living'merry, tkaii to lead 
them to serious meditation. Each parish niaintuins its own poor, 
tinder the coiitroul of a eonnril. The sabbntli is kept in Holland 
with the same solemnity as in England. The great number of 
charitable institutions in Amsterdam, in which the sick and the 
friendless of all persuasions are received and cherished, without 
any recommendation but that of affiiction, though to enumerate 
them here would not be very entertaining to the reader. 

I.ITERARV SOCIIiTlES. 

There are several literary societies in Amsterdam, which are 
supported with equal spirit and libciality. 'J'hc Felix Meritis is 
the principal public institute; it is supported by private sub¬ 
scriptions; iio .money is paid iipoid admission; foreigners are 
admitted with a subscAher’s ticket, but no native can be received 
he is a subscriber. I’In's place is a large building, con- 
tainmgTonie fine ajiartments, particularly the music-room, which, 
during the concerts, is much resorted tt» by the most opulent and 
fashionable families, many of whom jihiy, with the assistance of 

£ rofessioual performer*. TUi'ery arc also roqins devoted to phi- 
isophy and the arts Isiltfid pahiting^room 1 was shewn some 
works of the modern Dutch psimtcrs, whieli were not above me¬ 
diocrity ; they appear .to have Jia' that e.vquisite art of colouiing, 
whicIi so i niitiently distinguLhea'their prodtce.s<or.s. This cir¬ 
cumstance is very .singular, tonsideriiig liow many iiigcniou.s ar¬ 
tists this city has produced, amongst w hom uiay be enumerated 
the three Does, tiriffier, ScJit'llinks, .the celebrated Adrian, and 
William Vaiidervelde,&c. JVl. Siiiit, and Mr. De Winter, very 
•piljpnt merchant, have a fine eoliection of. paintings. Mr. 
Vaa'^^rentoii h»|pil8o a valuable cabinet, in w hich are the 
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Venetian pictwres supposed to be in Holland; and in tjie surgery 
is a'^ioble picture by Rembrandt. 

^ TUK TlIEATUi;. 

• The Uufeli iheatre i.s large and liaud.-omc, and has a noble 
front. C)n the night 1 was there. Madam V atlier perfonned: 
she ofccupies the same place in the j)nblic esliination in iJolland 
as the imjnortal Siddoiis rioes in that of England: she is ad¬ 
vanced in years, but still continues to dis[!lay great tragic qua¬ 
lities : at the same time In r inannej; is rather too ve hement for 
an English auditor. 'J'lu- principal dancer in the halic’t was 
Mad-’inoiselle i^olly, who dances with great agility. 'J’he 
scener) is good. During the interval between the acts, the peojile 
quit the'house, to take relVcsiiments «nd walk in the open air: 
upon tin sc occasions the national spirit is again displayed: as 
there is n(.»half-pric-p, little hoys hover round the doors, and bid 
upon each other for the purchase of the re-admission tickets of 
those who come out, for tlie purpose of rc-sclling them at a pro¬ 
tit. The f rench theatre is small but ueat, and' tolerably well 
supplied with performers. After the play it is usual to go to 
the Kondell, vvheie the highta- classes of the w onren of the town 
assemble to waltz. This assemhiy-room, like the spill-house of 
Kotterdam, is frequented by tradesmen, their wives and their 
children. After hearing .so much of this place, 1 was greatly 
disappointed on viewing it. The assembly-room is small and 
shabby, the music wretched, and adjoining is a small square 
court, with three or four trees in itj, scantily decorated with about 
a'dozen lamps. Such is the celebrated Rondell of Amsterdam^ 
which the Dutch who have^ever visited England contend is su¬ 
perior to our V auxhail. 

BROCK. 

With a large and yeryi agreeable party, I matle an excur¬ 
sion into North Holland, where we visited Ero^k, one of the 
most curious, and one of the prettiest villages in Holland. The 
streets are divided by little. rivulets ;. tbe houses and summer¬ 
houses, formed of wood painted gseen and w hite, are vgry hand¬ 
some, tlio ugh whimsical^ in theijf sliape, and are all remarkably 
•neat. They are like so many mausoleums, for the silence ol 
death reigns lliioughoiit the place. Ihe inhabitants, who have 
formed a peculiar association amongst themselves, scarcely ever 
adinit a stranger w ithin their doors^ and hpld but little inteieourse 
with each other. During our stay, we saw only the faces of tvt<» 
of them, and those by a stealtliy peep. '^I’hcy are very l ieh, so 
much so. that many of iheir culiiiarv meJisils are of solid gold: 
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Tlie sImIkTs of the windows in front of the lioiiscs arc always 
kept shut, aikl the principal ontiiince is never ope ned but oi/^lio 
marriage or the death of one of the family. I'he pavennw of 
the street is tcssclatcd with all soii.s of little pchbics and (^ckle- 
shells, and arc kept in such exquisite order, that a dog or cat 
are never seen to trespass iqton it; and it is said, that formerly 
there was a law uliich obliged all passengers to take off their 
shoes in the sunnner when they walked u|)on it; that a man was 
onee reprimanded for sneezing in-the streets; and lainTly, a 
clergyman, upon being appointed to fill tlie elmreb on tlie demise 
of a very old predecessor, was treated w itb grcit shyness by hisfloeic, 
because be did not (iinvi ittingly) lake off’ his shoes wh/'S be 
ascended the pulpit. The gardens of ibis village prodiiei^ deer, 
dogs, peacocks, chairs, tables, and ladders, cut out iu hoi, Sueli 
a nmseum of veg< table statuary 1 iie\ er w itnessed before. Brock 
represents a sprightly ball-room w«H liglited'up, withemt a soul 
in the ort hestra or upon the floor. Trom J3rock we proceeded 
to Saardam, which at a small distance seems to be a city of vviiid- 
mills. The houses are principally built of wood, every one of 
which has a little fantastic babv-.sort of garden. CJoverument 
has discontinued building ships of war here, which used to be a 
source of great prosperity to the town; however, its numerous 
paper and saw ing mills employ a vast nutnber of hands, and pro¬ 
duce great opulence to the place. We paid our homage to the 
wooden cottage where Peter the fJreat resided when he came to 
this place to learn the art of ship-building; it is very small, and 
stands in a garden, and is in tolerable preservation. The woB»ea 
ki Noith liolland arc said to be Imndsomer than in any oilier 
part of the country. Aa I was very 'desirous of commnieiug my 
tour on tlie Khinc, 1 was glad tp return to Amsterdam. 

CMMATF. OF HOLLAND. 

The clhuatq of Holland is moistj but far from being un¬ 
pleasant or umvholesotne, although some travellers have thought 
pioper to say it .COTisista of six months bud weather. 'I he 
principal divisions •of the Country are at piescut the same as 
whey were during the repubfe, namely, Holland, Ovefyssel, 
Zealand, Fri< sland, Ustrechlp^^ilroningen, tfuelderhind, and 
Zotphen, besides the Teiel and other islands; but the dsiiig 
has it in cimtemplsrtion, it is said, of speedily dividing the King¬ 
dom into teu departmentti. Holland contains 113 cities or 
large towns, 1400 villages, and iiekrly 2,KX),000 ifthabitants. 
The military force of Holland amouiUs to about 40,000 cavalry 
arid infantry. populfckm and a force which cannot ‘but 
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astonisi) the rpafler, when he icflecls upon the size, soil, and 
pcJiiitlon of the country. 

I' intended to have taken the treckschuyt to Ustreclit, as the 
river'Anistel is all the way lined with the most heaiitiCiil country- 
.houseilt and grounds in Holland; hut as some friends of iniiM! 
in Amsterdam obligingly proposed acconipanyitig mo, and were 
strongly desirous that I siiotild see Naarclen, Soestdyke, and 
some 'other places in our way, tin; boat was relinquished for 
the carriage. J hovvevcr_ recommend the travv-llor not to 
omit going to Ustrecht by viater. lixcolleiit c.srnages ami 
horses are always to be procured at a large livery stable keeper’s 
when, resides near the Litrecktsche Poort, or Ustrecht (iale, in 
Amsterdam, close to the house from Vvliich llie Ustrecht treck- 
schuyts proceed; for these he must viake the best bargain he 
can, as he will be wholly at the mercy of the proprietor. The 
inconvenieiice and itiiposition arising from travelling in Holland 
are frequently seventy felt, on account of there being no regu¬ 
lar posting. Ill Amsterdam the price of a carriage for the day 
is fourteen florins, and for this the coachman provides for him¬ 
self and. horses. The back of our carriage towards the horses, 
folded into tw o divisions, resting upon the fixed seat, so that 
when the cu.shion was placed upon it, tlie seat was only a little 
raised ; thus the coach either became close or open : the roof 
was fixed, lii this vehicle, with a pair of good horses, we set 
out for Naarden, a clean pretty little town, more skilfully and 
strongly fortified than any other town in Holland: here the 
fame tranquillity reigns as in most of the other Hutch coun¬ 
try tow ns. From the ramparts, which presi'iil a very agreeable 
walk, tliere 'is a fine view of the Zuyder Zee on the noi thorn 
side, tlie w ater of which being in many places very shallow, at 
a distance resembled moving *inounds of sand. H ere. aii A- 
throughout the whole journey, our coachman gave the prefer- 
ciKC to colfee, of which the Dutch are reuiurkably fond, instead 
of wine or spirits, with his dinner. Prom ecoiuflny, as I obser 
ved at this place and elsewhere, the middling people keep a 
bit of sugar-candy in their mouth v;hen«the)jidrink tea or coffee, 
in.stead of using sugar in the wa;? we do. Our host regtiled ns 
alter dinner with a v^lunteerg^’sert of some very delicious 
peais, which grew in very great profusion in his garden. 

DUTCH FAUM.S. 

^rotn this place to Soesbilyke, one of the tw'o country palaces 
pf the King allowed by the constitution, the roads are very 
sandy, , and we were-obliged to take fojir horses. In the neigh¬ 
bourhood of jNaarden the country is cTivcred with buck-wheat; 
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which, after w r had advanced about four J ajgli^h miles, began 
to undulate, and present a very beautiful appearance, ^’he 
many spires and cliiinnies of villages peejiiUg above th»/trees 
in all directions, the small divisions of land, the neat and ijbmer- 
ous little farmhouses wliieli abounded on all sides of us, pre¬ 
sented a picture of indu.stiy and prospciity seldom seen in any 
other country. The sound wisdom displayed hy the Dutch in 
preveatmg the overgrowth and consolidation of farms, cannot 
fail to strike the observation of the traveller, and particularly an 
ICnglish one. By this admirable policy, ilolland is enabled 
to inuiiitain its comparative immense population, under the 
great disadvantage of a soil far from being in general gynial; 
hence it is but little bulthcned with paupers, and hence the 
abundance of its piovisj<)n. In Ibigland, on tlie contrary, the 
farmers, grown opulent by availing themselves of the calamities 
of unproductive seasons, and con.sequeut .seareily^, have for 
many years past omitted no opportunity, by grasping at every 
purclmsi’j to enlarge their estates; and hence a proportion of 
land, which, if separated into small allotments, would give food, 
and a moderate juolit, to nwnif families, is now monopolized 
by oue; and those who ought to be farmers on a small scale, 
are now obliged to work as labourers in the liidds of tla;ir em¬ 
ployers, at wages that arc not sufficient, if their fannlies were 
imnieroHS, to prevent the necessity t)f tlieir applying for paro¬ 
chial aid. If some legislative system could be elfetied to re¬ 
strain this monstrous and growing evil, by that ardent and cor¬ 
dial lover of liis country, and purticidaily of tlie lower classes.of 
society, Mr. Whitbread, who has so laudably in parliament 
applied his enlightcucd mind to ameliorate the condition of the 
poor, it would be ono of the most beuclicial measures that ever 
received the fiat of the British' senate. 1 do not repine to see 
tlie tarmers, or any other respectable class of men, rcbeivo and 
enjoy the honest fruits of their owif eiiteprize aud.industry; I 
could see with less regret all those decent and frugal habitti 
of the farm, which oneq characterised the yeoinang' of Englijg|i,, 
superseded by the fplly fashions of the gay and dissijflfcd; 
the farmer drinking his huttle of port instead of some cheap 
salubrious ale; his daugitter, ub^onger brought up in the dairy, 
rctui aing fiom a boarding-sch"oo(, to mmgle the sounds of lier 
harp with lowing of cows, or reluctantly going to the market 
of thp adjoining town, tricked out in aukward, misplaced 
finery, with a gugse in one hand tind a pUrasoI in the other., 
did hot tlie po( 5 r|i classes of society became poorer, and the 
Jiui^iWe" humiliatt'd, by the cause of this marvellous niieta-; 
iiiofi) yMi[^ iiral ecQUoitiy. In Ilolluiul, 1. was w ell iiiformed. 
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ihcre is not.a farm that exceeds fifty acres, and very few of 
tiiat extent. There the economy observed in and about 
the “ peasant’s’nest,” is truly gratifying: the farmer, his 
wife, and a numerous progeny, exhibit faces of health and 
happiness; their dwelling is remarkable for its neatness and 
order throughout; in the orchard behind, abounding with 
all sorts of delicious fruits, the pigs and sheep fatten ; three 
or four sleeky cows feed in a luxuriant adjoining meadow ; 
the corn land is covered with turkies and fowls, and the 
ponds with ducks and geese. Such is the picture of a Dutch 
farm. * 

Notwithstanding the enormous tax upon land, and a tax 
upon cattle per head, an impositibn nnknown to any other 
country, the expence of contributing to the support of the 
dykes, the duty on salt, and a variety of other charges, 
ninountirig to moit than fifty per cent, on the value of their 
land, the beneficial effects arising from small farms, and 
the simplicity, diligence, and economy of the Dutch farmer, 
enable him to discharge those expences, and his rent with 
punctuality, and with the surplus of his profit to sup¬ 
port his family in great comfort. To these causes alone 
can be attributed the astonishing supplies which are sent to 
the dift'erent markets. North Holland, so celebrated for 
its cheese, supplies Enkuysen, upon an avpiage, with two 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds weight of tliat valuable 
article of life, and Alkmaar with three hundred thousand, 
per week. In a very small space in the isle of Amak, with¬ 
in about two English miles of Copenhagen, no less than 
four thousand people descendants of a colony from East 
Eriesland, invited over by one of the»kings of Denmark to 
supply the city with milk, cheese, butter, and vegetable'’, 
arc enabled to live and flourish, and continue to supply 
that city with these articles. I remember being highly de¬ 
lighted with seeing their dwellings and little luxuriant gar¬ 
dens ; nor did 1 ever see so many persons living within so 
small a space, except in an encampment. An experienced 
English agriculturist who had visited Holland, informed 
me that he thought jhe DuVh farmers did not suffitiently 
dress their land. The vegetable soil is in general so ihin, 
that trees in exposed situations are usually topped, to pre¬ 
vent their being thrown down by the wind. lu that part 
of Holland which I am describing, on account of its being 
W'ell sheltered, there is a large growth of wood. Upon 
leaving the romantic and exquisitely picturesque village of 
Baren, we entered the royal chace, which occupies '• vast 
CAIIR .3 o 
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track of ground ; in this forest, the trees are generally poor 
and thin, but I saw some fine beeches amongst tiiem. On 
the borders of this chase are two country villas, in the 
shape of pagodas, belonging to a private gentleman, the 
novelty and gaudy colouring of which served to animate 
the sombre appearance of i!ic forest behind. 

PALACE OF SOESTOY KE. 

In the evening we reached the principal inn at Soestdyke, 
lying at the end of a very long uvimuc in the forest, chiefly 
tilled with young oaks, a little fatigueil with the tedium 
produced by the heavy roads tlirongli wbieb we had waded ; 
however, after some refreshing lea taken under the trees, 
near the house, we proceeded to view the [niiaec, formerly 
a favorite sporting chateau of tht; Orangi; family. A toler¬ 
able plain brick bouse on the left of the eniraticc, com¬ 
posed the loilge, and after passing through a large court, 
we ascended by a flight of steps to the principal entrance 
of this palace, if palace it maybe called, for a residence 
more unworthy of a prince 1 have never seen. I’lte only 
part of the house in any degree deserving of notice was the 
hall, the sides of which were decorated witlt tlie emblems 
of rural recreation, the implements of husbandry, and all 
the apparatus for hunting, lisliing, and shooting, tolerably 
well executed. The rooms were principally white-washed, 
and destitute of furniture ; the windows were large, and the 
panes of glass very small, fastened with lead, such as are 
used in cottages : in short, the whole palace presented the 
appearance of a country mansion in England of the date 
of Charles the First,oticseried by the family to whom it be¬ 
longed, and left to the care' of the tenants who rent the 
estate lo whom it belongs. Nothing could be more dreary 
and desolate. The king and queen partook of a cold colla¬ 
tion here a short time before I visited it, provided by the 
family who rented the place of the stale, and occupied it 
when vve visited it^ Irwas not surprised to hear that the 
royal family staid only one hour, during wliich they scarce¬ 
ly ventured out of a large naked room at the hack part of 
the house, called the grand' saloon : one of the young 
princes gave a sou of the gentleman who occupied the pre¬ 
mises, an elegant watch set round with brilliants.. 1 could 
not help reflecting a little upon the disgust this visit must 
have given to the queen, who had just arrived IVoin Paris, 
and from all the voluptuous and tiisteful magniflccnce of 
the new imperial evurf. The palace is surrouuded by a 
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ditch half fille,d with green stagnant water, the dulness of 
which was only relieved by the croaking of a legion of un¬ 
disturbed frogs. 'Flic gardens and grounds, which abounded 
witli hares, are very formally disposed into dull, unshaded, 
gcoinetrical walks.' After supper, a brilliant moon and 
cloiidlC'S night, attracted us into one of the most beautiful 
and majestic avettues of bceclu's I ever saw, immediately 
opposin' the palace. 

It) this’wood are several genteel country houses, many 
of which were formerly occu|)ierl tho.se who belonged to 
the Orange court. The inn here is nuieh frequented, the 
accommodations of which are good, by the people of Ain- 
stoi tiam, who fretptcntly make partibs to it; and it is the 
great resort of those married couple^ fresh from the altar, 
until the honey-moon is in her wane. 

THE PYRAMID. 

Tn the morning about live o’clock, we set off for Zeyst, or 
Z'est, anrl passed through a large tract of champagne coun¬ 
try, inteispersed with short brushwood, the dull monotony 
of which was at liist relieved fiy a vast pyramid, erected by 
the French troops who were encamped in the immense open 
space ill whieli it stands, amounting to .30,000 men, under 
the eommand of Genera] Marmont. On the four sides are 
the following inscripLions ; 

INSeiilPTIBV ON THE GRAND FRONT. 

“Till!-' pyramid was raised to the august Emperor of tlie French, Napo¬ 
leon tlic I'irst, by tli« troops encamped iu the plain of Zeyst, being a 
part-of the French and Batavian army, commanded by the commander 
m clnef Marmoiit. 

IK.SCRIPTION ON THE SECOND FRONT, 

Hallies gaijied by tke F.mperor. 

‘‘Tht! battles of Monicnotte, de Dego, and Millesimo, of Mondovi, the 
liassagc of the l’<>, the battle of Lodi, engagement of Berguettu, the pas¬ 
sage of the JMiiicio, the battles of Lonato, of Castiglione, of the Brenta, 
of St. Georges, of Areola, of la Favourite, of •Cliebreis, of Sediman, of 
Mojitabor, of Ahoukir, of Marengo. 

AVherever he fought he was victorious. 

Through him the empire of France was enlarged Ly one- 
third. 

lie filled the world with glory,’* 

INSCRIPTION OJJ THE THIRD FRONT. 

“He tcrininated the civil war; he destroyed ail cabals, and caused a 
wise liberty to succeed to ^archy; he re-established religious worship, 
he restored the public credit, he enriched the public treasury, he repaired 
the roads and constracted new ones, he made harbours and canals, he 

«15 
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caused the arts and sciences to prosper, he ameliorated the condition of 
tlic si'ldiers—the general peace was his work.” 

ON THE FOt'BTH FRONT. 

^The troops encamped in the plains of Zeyst, making part of the French 
and Batavian army, commanded by the general in chief Marmonl, and 
under his orders, by the generals of division. Grouchy, Boudcl, Vig-i 
nolle, the Batavian Lieutenant, General Dumonceau, the Generals of 
Brigade, Soyez, &c. [here follows a long list of the names of the fiihcr 
officers, loo tedious to enumcraio; also a very long list of the •different 
divisions of tiic regiments, to which the above officers In hinged,] have 
erected this monument to the glory of the Emperor of the French, JS'apo- 
leon flit First, at the epoch of his ascending the throne,'a;id as a token 
of admiration and love, generals, officers, and soldiers, have all co-operat¬ 
ed with equal ardour: it was commenced the ‘lith Friicimnr, l!z aim, 
and fiiiislied in thirly-lteo dap.” 

The whole was desi|fned by the chief of the battalion of 
engineers. The total height of this slujpi.ndous inontimenl 
is about .3(5 raelre.s, or 110 French feet; that of I'uc obe lisk, 
exclusive of the soc/e, is about 13 metres, or I'd Ficiich iVei. 
One end of the base of the pyramid is 48 iiieties, or 148 
feet. From the summit of the obeli.'k the eye ranges over 
a vast extent of counfy—Utrecht, Atucrsfori, AnisU rdam, 
Haarlem, the Hague, Dordrecht, Leyden, Gorctmi, Bicda, 
Arnheim, Mimeguen, Bois Ic de Due, (Sieves, Zutpheii, De- 
wen ter, Swol, and a great part of the Zuyder Zee, may he 
distinctly seen on a fme clear day. 

Upon this s[>ol it is in contemplation immediately to 
erect u new city, the building of which, and the cutting of 
a canal to be connected with the adjoining navigation, have 
already commenced. Zeyst is a very handsome town, or 
or rather an assem[>lage of country houses, it abounds with 
agreeable plantations and pleasant woods, and is tnuch fre¬ 
quented in the summer by the middling classes ol’ wealthy 
merchants from Amsterdam, wlio sit under the trees and 
smoke with profound gravit}', occasionally looking at those 
who pass, without feeling any inclination to move them- 
selvts—what an enviable state of indifference to all the 
bustle and broil'of this world ! upon which they seem to 
gaze as if they were sent into it to be spectators and not 
actors. Who, upon reflection and Sober comparison, would 
not prefer this “ even tenour” to the ppril of the chace and 
and the fever of dog-day balls ! 

The principal hotel here is upon a noble scale, the po¬ 
litest attentions are paid to Straders, and the charges are 
far from being extravagant. Tne*only striking olyect of 
curiosity in the town is a very spacious building, formerly 
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belonging to Count Zineenclorf, and now to a fraternity of 
ingenious and'industrious Germans, amounting to eighty 

f »er»ons, who have formed tliemsc lves it)to a rational and 
iberal society, called the Ilorrenhuthers, or Moravians. 
This immense house, in its object, tlrough not in its appear¬ 
ance, resembles our Exeter ’Change, but infinitely more 
the s|)lendid depot of goods of every ilesei iptivo, kept by a 
very wealthy and highly respectable Englishman of the 
name of lioy at Petersburgh. Upon ringing at the prin¬ 
cipal entrance, we were received with politeness by one of 
the biolherhood, in the dress of aflayman, who unlocked 
it and conducted us into ten good-sized rooms, each con¬ 
taining every article of those trades, most useful, such as 
watchmakers, silversmiths, saddlers, iinlliners, grocers, &e. 
JVlany of these articles are maiiufaclured by the brethren 
who have been tutored in England, or have been imported 
from our ecrbntr}'. The artificers work upon the basement 
story, at the back of the house, and no sound of trade is 
Imard; on the contrary, the tranquillity of a monastery 
pervaclos the w hole. 

After inspecting the differ^it shop-rooms, it will repay 
the trouble of the traveller to make interest to sec the other 
part of the premises, shewn only upon particular applica¬ 
tion. The refectory is a large room, kepi with great elean- 
Jiness; jind the meals of the fraternity, if 1 may judge by 
;,o iiiiich of the dinner as was placed upon the table, are 
veiy far from partaking of the simple fare of conventual 
austerity. A Ooh vivant would have risen from their table 
w'iihout a murmur. In this room were several luusic-staiids, 
used every oilier evening at a concert; .the vocal and in- 
slrua ct.ial ntucic of which is su^^plied by certain members 
of lite briithcrhood, w ho I was told excelled in that elegant 
accomplishment. In the,chapel, which was remarkably 
neat, there w’as an organ, and on the wall was a very ener¬ 
getic address from one of the society upon his retiring from 
it, handsomely framed and glazed. The dormitory upon 
the top of the house partook of the same’spirit of clean- 
line.ss and order. Never was any sectarian association 
formed upon mflre liberal and comlbrtafile principles. In 
short, it is a society of amiable, industrious, and agreeable 
pten, who fortp a coalition of ingenuity and diligence for 
their support, and benevolently remit the surplus of their 
income, after defraying tbe'ir own expenees, to their bre¬ 
thren established in the East and West Indies, and other 
parts of the wqrld. marry whenever they please ; but 



102 


caiik’s travels 

those who taste’of this blissful state are not permitted to have 
the chambers in tlie house, although they may contribute 
their labours, and receive their quota of subsistence from it. 

UTRECHT. 

After we bad amused ourselves with roving about this 
agreeable place, we set off for Utrecht. 1 have before 
mentioned tlie manner in which the Dmch compute tiis- 
tances, and although 1 had for some time been UNicustoim tl 
to hear hours substituted for miles, yet as I was no longer 
on the canals, it sounded somewhat slrango to hear ti 
charming lady of our party observe, which she did with 
perfect i)u!c:!t jtropricty, when we were speaking ofihe pro¬ 
bable time in wliieli we should arrive at Ltreeht: “ Surely 
our horses must be poor indeed if they cannot go six liotirs 
in three.” Our road lay throiigli a very rich and beaiitilit! 
country, well drained, aboundrng with tieat compact little 
farms, orchards, wood plantations, (he lofty and vcner:il)lc 
towers of Utrecht aytpearing full in onr view all the wtiy. 
We passed hy the mall, which has ti handsome ste.ie eti- 
trance, is upwards of a mile in lengtli, and is bordered 
with a triple row of trees, will; a ciirriage road ott each side. 
When this city stirrendereJ to the arms of Louis the I'onr- 
tcenth in IO 72 , he was uncommottly tlelighied with this 
walk, yet, from ktiow’ing that it was equiilly e.dmired by the 
citizens, he threatened to have every tree felled to the 
ground, unless they raised a very large contt ibution, which 
was immediately produced, and the mall preserved. Jf the. 
menace of the eom|iicror was sincere, whitth 1 can scarcely 
believe, he united,the tasteless barbarism of a Vandal to the 
ferocious rapacity of a tyratit. Louis overran this provitice, 
and the greatest part of O'uelderland, Overysscl, and Hol¬ 
land, at the head of one hundred thousand men, in less 
tnan a month, a rapidity of victory almost incretlible, 
though infinitely surpassed by the arms of Urance in the 
present times. I'he progress of the Prench king was cele¬ 
brated in the following gasconade : 


Una dies Lotharos, Biirgundos helslomas imap 
Una (jptnat Balavos luiia, quid annus tTil? 


I think Utrecht one of the most beautiful cities in Hol¬ 
land, next to the Hague, which it is said to exceed in size. 
'Jl'he streets are wide, and the buildings handsome, amongst 
fvbith the baud of the Spanish architect is frequently to be 
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raced. The canflls are about twenty feet below the street; 
ind tl)e access to thejri for the servants of the adjoining 
louses is by a sul icrraiiean passage. These canals are very 
iiuch neglected, and \vcre covered in /all directions with 
/abbage-stalks, leaves, and other vegetable substances, left 
:o putrify upon the surface. There 1 first beheld a branch 
af the Rhhie uiuniiigled with other waters. This mighty 
•iver has partaken of the mutability to which every thing 
iublunary is subjected. Neaf the village of Cooten, about 
welve miles from Utrecht, the traveUer may contemplate 
xirn waving and cattle depasturing where once it rolled its 
iroad majestic waters, now diuiini.shed Ui a little streamlet; 
ts division into the two great copious and navigable streams 
akes place a little above Nimeguen : life right branch re- 
ains the name of the lijtine; the left is called the Waal, a 
void expressive of a defensive boundary, which separated 
he antient Batavians from their hostile neighbours on the 
outhern border: the former, during its superabundance, 
/roduced u small branch called the Lack, which ran near 
he little city of Wyk, by Deu/stede, directed its course 
owards Utrecht, upon which it bestowed the name of bllra 
mjectum, passed through Woerden Leyden, and disem- 
»ogued itself into the German Ocean atCatwyk : the ItBter 
>raneh in rolling its waters towards the sea, incorporated 
vith the Maas, and their united streams were called the 
Vew Maas, under which name they Ilow by i)ort, iloiter- 
iiim, and other cities, into the sea. 

Upon the subsiding of a great iiuindalion, the frequent 
error of the Low Countries, it was found that the lihin* 
tad changed its channel, and flowed into that of the Lack, 
o which it hud given birth, in consequence of its channel 
laving been amazingly deepened by the watery irruption, 
'his brancii, in consequence of the power of its waiters not 
leing able to bear down the obstructions opposed to it, i« 
•ot able to force its way to the sea, and is stopped in its 
ourse near the village of Catwyk by imAintains of accu- 
lulated sand, and being compelled to regurgitate, is dis- 
rihuted over, and lost in tl»e neighbouring canals. 

The French, under Louis the Fourteenth, retained po.-;- 
ession of Utrecht for little more than a year, tUiring~which 
he magnificent monarch wtis so delighted with the place, 
but he held his court here in* great gtiiety and splendor ; 
ut the Dutch were heartily rejoiced to be relievt d ol this 
onor, and hailed with exultation the hom in which with his 
oops he retired from the couiyry ; this movement, how- 
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ever, was precetJed by the demolition of their fortifications, 
raising heavy contributions, and exc;.j-cising many wanton 
acts of cruelty and of>pression, which excited such disgust, 
that nearly all the inhabitants of Ihe.province resolved upon 
transporting themselves to Batavia. Although by this con¬ 
quest the French had left an indelible impression of disgust 
behind them, and the regular forces of the towp amounted 
to seven thousand men, and the inhabitante breathed no¬ 
thing but vengeance against the Prince of Orange, this city 
surrendered to the arcns of Prussia, who espoused his cause, 
in the year 17B7. The rhyngrave of Salm, who had the com¬ 
mand of the troops, covered himself with great disgrace, 
by this unresisting, ccrwardly, and, as it was generally be¬ 
lieved, treachcrousi surrender of the place. In I79>^, when 
the French troops once more appro,achcd the town, its gates 
were again thrown open, and they were received more as 
brethren than as conquerors ; but the inhabitants very soon 
repented of this second visit, for the impositions they levied 
were extremely severe, and the French officers selected the 
best rooms in the best houses for their quarters, to the great 
inconvenience of families so oppressed. Upon two or three 
doors of very elegant mansions 1 saw little boards fastened, 
with the names and rank of the French officers who had 
taken up their lodgings within. The cathedral must once 
liave been an efaormous and magnificent structure, if 1 may 
judge by the dome or tower, the only part which remains 
perfect. The ruins present a fine specimen of the Gothic, 
some of the ornaments of which were in high preservation, 
and very beautiful. In the cloisters there is an arch, the 
pillars of which are apparently fastened with rorpes, which 
upon examination prove to be done in stone, and admirably 
executed. The tower is of the astonishing height of 40’.1. 
feet, and from the top, on a clear day, no less than fifty- 
one wailed cities and towns may be seen ; and the pyramid 
erected in honour of Napoleon at Zeyst presents a noble 
appearance in this expanded view. About midway in our 
ascent, we entered a vast vaulted chamber with galleries in' 
it, in which two old women reside, who, if they require it, 
supply the visitors with sebidam and biscuits to refresh 
themselves in their ascension, which are presented to them 
in a little room, the windows of which are scarcely visible 
to the beholder on the outside, commanding a very wide 
and^ agreeable prospect. Upon the top of the tower there 
is a very numerous ahd fine-toned set of chimes. The ram¬ 
parts are about four mile; round the tower, and affiprd a 
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v«ry agreeable* and picturesque walk. Utrecht was once a 
rich and poweri'ul ^ee, the bishops of which were sovereign 
princes, wtio laying the crosier aside, and assuming the 
sword, frequently bloody wiyrfare with tlieir rivals 

the prince bishops of Ijeyden. 

The same causes which have thinned the number of stu¬ 
dents of Leyden, have reduced those of Utrecht, which do 
not exceed 3fi0, most of whom are the sons of the inhabi¬ 
tants of tlie city. Two-thJWs of the nrcrcliants of this place 
have connections with London. "^Jiliere are several endow¬ 
ments of a charitable nature, which do honour to the city'’, 
many of which were originally instituted, and principally 
supported by English families resident here before the re¬ 
volution. A botanic garden has lattfly been formed near 
the dome of the eailtedral; it is upon a small scale, but ap¬ 
peared to well arranged. 

A traveller can scarcely enter a town ip Holland which 
has not given birth to some genius, whose fume reflects 
lustre upon his country. Utrecht enrol amongst those il¬ 
lustrious sages who resided, o/were born within its walls, 
and who have bestowed upon it immortal celebrity, the 
learned Gronovius, the critic ; Grasvius, his pupil, one of 
the most protbund writers of the middle of the sisacenth 
century, so well known for his Thesaurus Antiqairittum et 
Historiaruin Iialise, in thirteen folio vohimes, and the two 
erudite Eurmans. 

ANECDOTES OF MOBE, FOELEMBDRG, WATERLOO, &C. 

At Utrecht also was born, in 1549, Foptj Adrian the Sixth, 
to whom the Emperor Maximilian entrusted the education 
of bis grandson, Charles the Fifth, and who afterwards 
filled the pontifical throne with piety and learning, with 
dignity and mildness : this distinguished persevnage, affCf" 
having acquired his classical knowledge at the university 
of thiscity, and his philosophical at the college of Louvain, 
received the degree of doctor in divinity i’n 1491, the ex¬ 
pence of which he was unable to sustain, and which was 
defrayed'by Margaret, slister to Edward IV. of England. 1 
was informed that the house he resided in, a fi ne G othic 
building, was still standing, and that it was adorned with 
several curious basso-relievos, but time would not permit 
*6e (o visit the venerable remains. This city had .also the 
honour of producing the Chevalier Antithio More, who was 
born herein 1519, where he studied under John Sehoorel, 
with whom, having made ^lonsiderable progress, ho un¬ 
proved himself in design at Rome, and in tlie trae prin- 
zasr^ p 
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ciplt*'* ot ooloiiring at Venice : one of hi.> liisVoricai compo- 
from the subject of the resurrection, was in such 
i)igl». esliination as to be publicly exhibited at tlx; fair at St. 
Germains, before it wjfs purchased by tijie Prince of Cond»;. 
More has ihe reputation of having imitated nature very 
closely and happily ; his manner is strong, just, and bold, 
and in his portraits there is great character and life. He 
was much esteemed by the Emperor Charles V . end was by 
liim sent to Portugal to paint the portraits of the king, the' 
queen, who was the sister of the emperor, and their daugh¬ 
ter, afterwards the Queen of .“spaiii. For these portraits he 
received six huridted/lucats, and many valuable presents ; 
and to shew their admiration of his talents, the Portuguese 
nobilitt' presented him, in the name of that order, with a 
chain of gold valued at a thtmsand ducats. He was em¬ 
ployed by most of the princes of Europe, and at every 
court his paintings excited universal applause. Queen 
Mary the First of England, presented him with a chain of 
gold and a pension. Upon hiscjuittitig London and settling 
in Spain, a singular circiimWance betel him : one day as 
the king, who was very fond of liim, and his great patron, 
was talking to him in a very familiar manner, he gave 
More.yi joeiilarity a sharp tap on the arm, which the irri- 
tiible jiainter mistaking for indignity, instead of an act of 
good humour and condescension, resented by striking the 
king with his niaiiUtick : a folly which had nearly in its 
conseciuoncc ftrovet! fatal to him, and wliich compelled 
him to tjuit the coiiiitrv with all possible celerity. His last 
vsork was tiie Circunu-ision, intended for the catliedral 
church at Antwerp, but wjjich ho did not live to finish. 

Cornelius Pocicmburg, another artist of high distinction, 
was born at Utrecht in 1586. He first studie<l tinrter Abra- 
!.atu BloenvAit, and afterwaid, upon going u> Home, be¬ 
came enamoured with the woilcs of that divine aitist Ka- 
)>hael, whose exquisite grticc in the mule figure he endea- 
\o(;recl to imitate.' IJis .style was entirely new, and he 
siirpassetl - all his cotuemjioiaries in the delicacy of his 
touch, in the sweetness of his colouring, ;i’nd in the selec¬ 
tion of fortimate objects and situations, liis skies are clear, 
light, iitiii ii ausparcjit; and his female, figure.s, which are 
generally represented naketl, are equally elegant and hetm- 
lifiiL 'Hx' Itali^^ were highly delighted with his works, 
and some tjf cardinals of Home, of the fiix-st taste, f'ro- 
queutly att^l^ed his paimiiig room, to observe hi.s extra- 
ordifiaty atm happy mtnmer o^ working. Upon his leaving 
fiome, the Gr.tnd Duke of I'lyrencc paid hltn irreal honors. 
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and he was received with distinction in every city through 
wliich he pusscil. It is recorded to tlie honor of Rubens, 
■nhat after paying him a friendly visit, and expressing the 
greatest pleasure from exaniining the works of Poelemburg, 
he purchased and’ bespoke several of his pictures for his 
own cabinet; this noble ponduot at once gave !hc stamp of 
currency to the works of the latter, and advanced his repu¬ 
tation and his fortune together. Our rtSned and munifi¬ 
cent Charles the First lifted him to his court, and nobly 
recompensed him for his labourg, but he vainly endea¬ 
voured, by his princely encouragement, to prevail upon 
him to scille in England ; the Indclijble love of his country 
prevailed over every other consideration, and be returned 
to his native country, where he lived in affluence and 
esteem, wlicrc he continued to paint to the laU da^ of his 
life, wiiiel> was in’the year lOO'O, at tlie great age of 
seventy-four. 

Utre<d)i seems lo have the fairest pretensions to have 
given hirtli to Anthony Waterloo, before slightly men¬ 
tioned ; an honour disputedjA’ith imich ardor of rivalship 
by Amsterdam and other cities. 'I’he landscapes of this 
admirable artist are in the highest estimation, and are the 
closest copies of nature, without the aid of meretri(;yius'de- 
coration. His favourite subjects were woody sce ies, em- 
bellisfaed wiiii water, and figures and cattle added by 
Weeuix and other artists : the variety in the vertlure of his 
trees and grounds,, the very tint of which illustrates the 
hour of the day and the season of the year in which they 
were taken, and the wonderful transparence of his water, 
remain unrivalled. Although ^lie works of this great artist 
produced high prices, he expired in great penury in the 
the hospital of St. .lob, near Utrecht. John dauber, cal¬ 
led Poiiflore, another euifnent artist, was born ^ere in 
he was a disciple of the admirable Bergbem, but a passion 
for travelling induced him to quit his master, to contem¬ 
plate the sublime objects of nature in Italy. In his way he 
remained at Paris one year with Picart, a flower painter, 
and at Lyons two year« with Adrian Vander Cabel, with 
whom he intended to have staid longer, ha d he not been 
attracted by a great number of people who werJf^ing to 
the jubilee, to proceed direct to Rome, where he continued 
for two years, iiidefatigably pursuinffl|i||e means of im¬ 
proving himself in his art, and frornlronce he went to 
Venice. UpoA his return to Holland he settled at Amster¬ 
dam, where he lodged wjjh Gerard Lairess?, in whosij 
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house an academy of arts was established. . These distin¬ 
guished artists were united together by the same passion 
ibr their art, and the same elevation of iiiiiid, improved by 
their having travelled through the same couiiiries ; by this 
fricnilship ihe bcautifuh landscapes ol‘Glauber became en¬ 
riched by tlie gracei'ui figures of Lairesse, Glauber ranks 
amongst the finest landscape painteis of the I’leniisli school. 
The most IVecpieu!. subjects of bis pencil be derivthl from 
the neighboiirliood of Rome and. tlie Alps, and bis siyl® 
resembles that i;f Gaspgr Poussin; bis colounng is warm 
and true, bis invention very Inxunani; and aitliough bis 
pictures are cxqui.^iiely finished, they appear as if they bad 
been produceil with perfect facility; bis i<>ucli is so pecu¬ 
liarly just and natural., that every di.stinci sjiecic.s ol' trees 
or plants may bo dislinguisbed b\ the cliaracterisiic I'xact- 
ncss of the leafing. The two brothers, Julm and Atidrcw 
Bolt, were born in this city in ilie beginning of the six- 
tecmh ceiituiy; the former a hind,-,ca|:c painter, and the 
lattera painter of figures; iboy boili resided many yt'ars in 
Italy. John made Claude Lejiaine his model, whose style 
he imitated w ith uricomirn.n success, as did Andrew that 
of Bomboceio. They were much attached to each oilier, 
and-painted in conjunction; their united cffons seem to be 
the happy result of one masterly band. Andiow was un- 
fortunaTcly diow ned in one of the canals of Veniee wliiLst 
with his brother, in KioO, who returned to Tticc'ht over¬ 
whelmed' with grid', wliich he consoled by an unabated 
pursuit of the art ho adored. Tlic works ol' John a'‘0 of 
ihestiraabie value, and eagerly sought after by connois¬ 
seurs. 

Gallantry forbids iny passing over the name of Anna 
Maria Schurman, born here in lt)07 : she was profoundly 
••'.sed in languages, displayed great skill and Igsie in paint¬ 
ing, as well as; in every other bianch of the giaphic and 
elegant arts: slie w'as bomuiicd with a visit from Gbristina, 
queen of Sweden, who proiiouneid the most enthusiastic 
encomiums on her elegant attainments. This celebrated 
woman died at the age of sevenlyrone. 'I'be.re are other 
artists who do honour to this their native city, but I have 
lueutioiico: inoseof the first order, in number and reputa¬ 
tion perfectly sufficient to establish the pretensions of 
Utrechf to highj|j|i: in tlie roll of renowned cities. 1 quitt. 
ted this bcautifu1l|pace, the-prosperity of which has suffer¬ 
ed much by the war vrith England, about four o’clock on a 
beautiful a^uatpftl tporning, and proceeded to Arnheim, 
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which an*d NVinegHen .are the capital cities of Guclderland. 
This hcauliful and valuable province contains tw’cnty-two 
icoiisidciable tovvrfs, and upwards of three hundred villages. 
The Menopii Gugerni, Usipeies, aitd Sccaiubri, mentioned 
in Caesar’s Cdininimtaries, arG supposed to have been its 
ancient inhabitants. Guelderiand, remarkablt, for the salu¬ 
brity of its climate and the fertility of its soil, abounds with 
the most Romantic variety of scenery, mountain and valley, 
and is well stocked in c«wy direction with fine cattle, and' 
abounds with game. All the way to Arnheim the eye was 
gladdened hy some of the most delightful objects descrip- 
tfve of tlic amenity of nature. In tjiis country 1 generally 
travelled in post-cliaiscs, or, as it is called, extra-post; but 
perhaps, as tlie following inlbriuatian respecting the route 
from Amstr-rdam to Cologne may be serviceable to those 
who travek by tile’diligence or post-waggon, 1 shall in¬ 
sert it; 

from Arasterdam to Utrecht tiy water — — eight hours. 

toAriihcMi) liy the,diligence, which 

sets off every eWh’ Iroiii Utrcclit one long day. 
to V’ct-cl ditto every Monday and 

Thurfday — — — one very long day. 

to Dus»cldorf — — — one day. ^ 

to Cologne — — — one da,^** 

We were serenaded all the wtty by highiingales. which 
are very numerous in every part of tliis province. Arn- 
Iteim or Arnhetn, is a very large and. elegant city, partly 
wistered by a brand) of the Naas, over which are several 
drawbridges, from which there are many agreeable views. 
The houses are in general well* built, and, what is reniark- 
abje for a Dutch town, very few of thorn out of the per¬ 
pendicular. 'i’he entran(;es, called St. .Ian’s Poort and Sti- 
bel’s Poort, are picluresque. St John’s chiwch is a 
edifice ol' brick, with two spires, and a set of carillons; 
but with exception to its magnitude^ there is little in or 
about it worthy of observation; the same may be said of. 
the church of St. Nicholas. The church near Walburges 
plain, the name of whfch 1 have forgotten, is a prodigious 
massy pile; and beheld from the surroundingjjgenery has 
a very noble effect. The market-place is capacious, and 
abundantly supplied with every species of provision, which 
are here much cheaper tha’n in the othefi{)art3 of Holland, 
^'lie streets of this city are enlivened by several handsome 
(nquipages, and throngbout the place there is a considerable 
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appearance of refinement and opulence. IIbk fhe J)ufca 
language begins to lose itself in the Geiman, a cirenm- 
slanee made manifest by a friend of mind, a native of Gei* 
many, who accompanied me on iny rcliirn from that 
country to Holland, findings consideidl/ie difiiculty in un¬ 
derstanding the lower people in Arnheim. 'J’he inns here 
are in general very good. This cilj' gave birth to the cele¬ 
brated Uavid Beck in 162 I, a disciple of \'.nidyke, fiom 
whom he imbibed that exquisite A'ylc of colouring and pen¬ 
cilling which belong to his scliool. King Cliailos the I'iiM 
was so astonished at tlie freedom of his hand, he one day 
said, “ 1 do believe. Beck, you could paint if you weic 
riding post.” The person of this artist was remarkably 
handsome, and his manners perfectly well bicd; these 
qualities, accompanied with such talents in his ait, recom¬ 
mended him to the attention ot Queen Christinaart Sweden, 
who appointed him her portrait-painter and chamberlain ; 
and under her patronage he painted most of the illustrious 
persons of Europe. The follow ing singular event occurred 
to. this artist in his tour llixpugli Germany. At an inn 
where be stopped for the night, he was suddenly taken 
violently ill, to appearance expired, and was accordingly 
laid out for a corpse. His valets, who were miicli attached 
to him^ sat by his bed-side, deeply lamenting the loss of 
so good a master; end, like the Irish upon such occasions, 
sought consolation in the bottle, which was put about very 
briskly; at length one of them, who was greatly intoxicated, 
said to his companions, “ Come, my friends, our poor dear 
master used to be very fond of his glass when alive, sup- 

i ose, out of gratitude, we give him a bumper now he is dead.” 

b this jovial recomnicndatron the rest of the servants con¬ 
sented. They accordingly raised his head, and ilic mover 
''♦’.the measure poured some of the wine into his mouth ; 
this prodticeil the immediate riTect of forcing him to open 
his eyes, which, from the excessive drunkenness of the 
fellow, did not sKrprrEe him, and lie continued pouring the 
wine down his master's throat until the glass was emptied, 
which at last completely recovered,him ; and by this acci¬ 
dental circumstance he was saved from a prcinatiire inter¬ 
ment.over, he escaped death in this violent shape 
only to meet it in another, for it was generally suspected 
that his final fate was effected -by poison administered by 
some miscreant, hired for the purpose by Queen Christina, 
at the Hague, in revenge for his having quitted her to visit 
Ills friend* io Holland, with a determination never more to 
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yisit Sweden. * The works of this master are justly held in 
very high eslimatjon, and he became the favoured object 
of the most unbounded marks of distinction and honour. 

Witlj an excepyon to larAe elytrclies, and handsome 
streets, and some pretty and well tiressed women, there i» 
little, at least as far as Leonid learn, to detain a traveller 
in this city, so 1 set olF for Wesel with all due expedition, 
impatient to move upon the bosom of the Rhine. 

On the road, which wi?t agreeably diversified, we met 
several milk-maids, bearing their *nilk home in large cop¬ 
per vessels, shining very bright, slung to their backs, which 
had a picturesque effect. About four miles from Arnheim, 
just after passing a bridge of boats at Sevenhal, 1 entered a 
small town, at uie end of which is the first barrier of the 
territories of Prince,.!oaehim, grand admiral of France and 
duke of Bei’g, a piece of history which 1 first learned from 
a new ordinance or law, in German and French, to regu¬ 
late the safe delivery of letters, pasted upon one of the gates 
of the town. In this duchy most of the peasants are catho¬ 
lic*, who make a public avowfii of their faith by painting a 
large white cross on the outside of their houses. On the 
left, within a short distance of tlie frontier of Prints 
.loachiin’s territory, upon the summit of a mounwvi«(7*are 
two large religious houses for monks and nuns. A little 
indisposition, in addition to the heat of a very sult''y day, 
prevented me from quitting the cariiage to visit the holy 
fraternity and sisterhood, of whom, 1 was informed, very 
few members lemiiin, and those far advanced in life. The 
revolution of France, and the progress of the French arms, 
have at least the merit of having prevented itie immolation 
of many a lovely young creature, possessed of every per¬ 
sonal and mental charm to gladden this eliecquered lite oi 
ours. 

The approach to these convents from the tow'n is by s 
pleasant avenue of trees, iheir situation must be very agree¬ 
able, from the extensive prospect w^icl* they command. 
On our right the spires of the city of Cleves, on the French 
side of tlie Rhine appeared, and produced a very pleasing 
effect. Upon turning the base of the hill on w hich the 
monastic mansions stand, we entered upon a dee^sandy 
road, and a very flat and uninteresting country, in vvliicfa 
very few objects occurred *to afford any gratification to the 
eye. The Rhine occasionally appeared, but not to much 
advantage : the majesty of its breadth is obscured by the 
gteat tiumber of islands upsn it in this stage of its descent 
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Flink, whom I have mentioned in describibg the Stadt* 
house at Amsterdam, was b<irn at Cle\;es in 1610'. This 
able artist was destined, like our celebrated Garrick, for the, 
bureau of a coniptingt|iouse'‘; but his genius and passion 
for painting overcame all thh impediments placed in their 
way by parental authority, and the persuasion of friends, 
and he renounced the prospect of accumulatitig imntense 
riches "by commerce, for the gloiy of the art. 'He made 
great progress under Rembrant,''whose style he imitated to 
perfection; he soon rose to distinguished reputation, atid 
was employed to paint the portraits of princes and illustri¬ 
ous personages of the times in which he flourished ; he died 
very young and much regretted. 

After a tedious and‘unpleasant journe}' I reached Wesel, 
a large, gloomy, and very strotigly fortified town; as the 
gates had been closed at eight o'clock, and it stVuek eleven 
as 1 passed the last draw-bridge, it was with some difticulty 
and delay that 1 was admitted. Only persons travelling 
extra-post, and in the post-waggon, or dillgenee, are ad¬ 
mitted after the gales are tnitK; shut. This place presents a 
disgusting contrast to the neatness ^md cleaiirmess of the 
towns in iJolland. The moment I passed the giites, a most 
dftetY»i#" maiivali odeur U'-sailed my nose on all sides. There 
is only one tolerable inn in the whole place, and that is 
generally very crow'ded. If the traveller cannot be accom¬ 
modated tbere, he will be marched, as I was, to a pig-stye, 
or a house of ease to the former, where he may meditate at 
leisure on the sapient poetical advice of .Shakespeare. 

Ccaee to lament for,what thou canst not help. 

Here, according to a regulation wltich prevails in every, 
of Germany, i was annoyed'*l>v being presented with- 
a printed paper, containing several columns, titled as 
follow: 

Nahme - Yoornatne. 

Karakter - - Profession. 

Wohjiort - - Residence, 

Komn^ndvm Wiieic came you from, 

^fJekemnach - Vl’here going to. 

Auj)mtkuH - How tong you intend to stay. 

All of ■which; r duly answered in writing, e.vcept the last 
interrogatory but one, namely, “ where are you going f” 
^dar. which 1 peevishly wrotp sleep,” coasoliduted 

1 
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int6 one worcl, in large close letters. T6 atJ Englislinia'J 
iiiiaccutiTouicd t<^ su'di exsfHiinaUons, wliieli alter all sue 
iittlo more than ionnal, afljloiigli every innkeeper bylaw 
In obliged to ina^e stl^ reAoit of every traveller op }ji$ 
airival, they are very liabli? ij excite an inverted blessing 
upon the Itcnds of tboso who trouble him tn ibis mnnner, 
W'esel ts ail stboroinable dunghill^ very stiongly fortified. 
In the eoriibe of my perainbiilations tliroiigli the town, tlie 
objects \\hicii 1 met MiHi^wcre infinitely more olfensive to 
the M use of stnelling than itrAtifyiing to that of seeing, and 
doublj' distrusting fioin the contrast of exquisite cleanliness 
which the country I had just quitted, exhibited. This pajt 
of Westpluilia is very flat, bturenj sandy, and dreary, pre¬ 
senting luile more than thin patches of buck wheat. Ihe 
roads QIC veiy hea^iy, and with an exception to an oiatory 
in a little ^rove, iind three wooden efiigies as large as life, 
representing llie crucifixion, notone enlivening orintciest- 
ing object picsented itself. 1 mention tiie following tiavel- 
ling anecdote by way of caution to my reader should he 
scle<-t this loute. At Dinsli^en, one of the post towns be¬ 
tween \\ esel and Dti'iReldorf, the post-masti r told me that 
two fiorscs would not be slifiicienl in such loads for the 
carriage, and declared his determination, thal,^lij»'k?sr*f 
took thiee, I should have none. If 1 had sulci.itted to 
this imposition here, I must/have done so throughout; I 
was theiefore obliged to conipouiid with this exlortionci in 
office, by paving iinlf of a third hoists, which sum went 
into his pocket, and pursued my route with a couple, who 
loiiducted me in very good style to the next post town. 

Ill every jiart of G«rhiauy ths post-masters aie appointed 
by, and are under the controul of the leigning prince of 
Tulin and S.ixts, tllfc hereditary director and po'-t-master 
gcncial of the roads in* that part of lunope^ My drt'jx- 
slopped to give hiif'^horses some wretched hard biead, used 
by the peasanliy ip V\'estphalia, composed of straw and 
o.iis, called bon-paurnikel fiom the follow tng circiunstnnce. 
Many ^ars since a Frenchman, liavelling in tins couui'y, 
called tor biead for hiiTiself, and upon tins sort being pie- 
Rented, lie exclaimed, C’est bon pour Kirke l_ {tU o naiiic of 
lub lioise); upon which the old woman vvhoTr57fxr«#aglit it 
Ml I an about the village in a great pet, relating the stoiy. 

As I was proceeding by inoon-liglit, a (Joiiiiau gentle- 
Rian who had travelled some way with me wa® obsei 'hig, 
liut throughout Westphalia a robbery upon the highway 
had not been known for nymy years, and that a trqyeller 

e 
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.'Was safe in tlae tijfeht as in the day; and at the moment 
When be had just fint^ed an aatmated eulogium upon the-'- 
invincible honesty of the happened lo observe 

the shadow of a taittn\^ohind tne cabriolet, the head of 
whieli was raised; apparently very busy in entlcavouiiiig to 
but our trunks, which, upon our jtimpinc out, pio\ed lo be 
the case ; the fellow was much alarmed oy our appearance, 
feil upon his knees, and declar^rthat he belonged to Dus- 
' seldorf, and poverty had prompted him U' quit that city, 
and try his fortune on th^ Highway. Nothing could exceed 
the indignation of llhe German the moment he kuew our 
prisoner was a Westphalian ; h*d he fortunately announced 
bimself »s a native of any otber country, I believe he would 
liave rather relieved tlie fellow’s distress, than pierced his 
ears, and perhaps hisi heart, with the 'Liner leproathes he 
heaped upon him ; however, as the afiair furnished me with 
a hearty laugh, I prevailed upon 1113 companion to forgive ‘ 
the poor wieteh, whose face and clothes indicated extreme 
•wretchedness, and permit him to depart in peace; and we 
proceeded without further imerruption to within a short 
stage of Dusselciorf, where we slept. 1 

The appearance of Dusseldorf at a little distance is very 
handStnr.e, pai ticularly from \,he grand ducal road^ turitwas 
styled. Upon my driving up to the principal mn, the 
maitre d’hoiel with gicat pomp came out, and informed 
me in bad French that his house w'as then nearly full; that 
the Grand Duehes-. from Paris was expected every day ; 
that his Led-roonis would be wanted for those belonging to 
the court who could not be accommodated atthepahue, 
and final!}, tluir he could fiot receive me. As 1 .imme- 
diaielv guessed object, I told him that I intended to 
• ht!^ some days at Dusseldorf. “Oh, very well,” said he, 
archly adding, “ you are an Englishman 1 perceive.” “ No, 
fvir, an American.” “ Ob,” replied he, “ never mind, it is 
iho .same thing : jvall; in, Sir, and we will see what we can 
•do lor you." This inn, the only eminent one in the town, 
is spiitious and ha,udsome, and the t,able d’hote excellently 
supplied with a grea^ variety of dishes, both at dinner and 
supper 4 ^>rji,{'tly well diessed. During my stay I was 
knowi/l^ nu oilier name ihan that hf Monsieur Anglois, an 
appellation not very gratifying to roe, upon reflet ting that 
1 was a r 6 oj(iijri|er in the territory of a brother-in-law of 
NapoleOq,knowing that he is no favourite with the 
Jitiglish, England and^ibvery thing that can remind 

him pf‘ 4 p'i^Puch a degree, tbgt^an.Edglisb genflenian aud 



115 


TltnoOCH HpI/LAKX>, 8CC. 

lady, whona’l kneir, tvho had been detained prisoners ol^ 
.IVar in France, but/afterwards liberated, upon their route 
tiotn Verdun to Holland to embark for their country, were 
one day overtaken by v® apn-cT^tme dispatched eXjJtbss 
from the last post toivn,So order them to turn out Of the 
high road on which they were travelling, and to take ano¬ 
ther route which he pointed out, by which they were com¬ 
pelled to make a deviation of seventy miles. In conse¬ 
quence of the French Emperor being expected to pass 
that road in the course oi‘ the*day, this messenger bad 
been dispatched to Overtake and order them out of the 
way as fast as possible. ' ' • 

' ' ' . ^ 

DUSSEttfOtl?. 

Dusseldorf, so ealled from the little river Uussel that 
waters its southern side, and Dhorpf which means village, 
is now the capital of the iniperiai dUchy of Berg, under 
the new dynastiy of the Buonaparte family; it formerly 
belonged to the* German epapire, and afterwards to the 
elector Palatine, who at ofle period made it his lesidencc; 
this city owed the prospeuty which it long enjoyed, to 
the sagacity and liborahty of the elector Joseph Wil liato , 
who enlarged it in 1709, nobly oflering its frewdofh",’and 
an exemption from all taxes for thirty years, to every one* 
who would build a house within its walls, and to >k every 
judicious advantage of its local adaptation to trade, and 
established universal ,toleration in religion; the benefit of 
measuies so worthy of a Christian and the ruler was spee¬ 
dily felt, and DusseMorf, from a petty village soon became 
a doofishing city, and contained a population of 18,000 
inhabitanls. 

Few towns have sui&red more from the calamities of 
war than this: its streets, squares, and houses, denote 
former consequence; it now resembles a mausoleum half 
in ruins. Eaily in the year 1795, tile arpiy of the Sambre 
and the Meuse suddenly crossed the liliuie, and summoned 
the town to surrender, which it refused to do; in conse¬ 
quence of whiuh^tbe *French bombarded it, and set fire to ^ 
one of its most beautiful churches, whiclwS 4 :,*s burnt to 
the ground ; and thtf city palace, which contained many 
noble apartments!, near^ experienced the same fatej 
naked walls, blackened with smoke, are all that remain 
of this spleiioed pile, except that pait which cbutaiiied 
the celebrated gailefy of paintings, which weie lemovcd 
to Munich under a PrussitKi escort. The French at'length 
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taok the city assaatt, the AdstriHns Ivho were garrisoned 
within having previously retired.' ;i was'surprised to find- 
that the French had Sjiarecl die statue erected as a mark 
of public gratitude/in the ce|ter>of the" court of the gal- 
leryj to the honor of the elector John William, who was 
its founder. He Gommenced it In the year 1710; but 
dying in i7lCi, the*c6tnpletidn of this princely and public- 
spirited design was totally ,.negi*ctcd by his successor 
Charles Phillip, Who employed part of his treasure, and 
the whole of bis taste, in improving the city ot' Njnnl^tnn. 
Charles Theodore, his ^succe^or, finish(;d this institution, 
established ah academy, piifidrawing and painting in Dus- 
seldorf, and also erectedrj^pnblic gallery of pain tings at 
Manheim, which were open to every one, and every artist 
had permission to study and copy.them.' , 

The rtiihs of the palace have a melancholy anpcarance. 
from the water, on which I made a sketch of the city, 
wheri I saw for the first time one of the Revnish flying 
bridges, the c!e.soriptioii of wht ch I shall reserve for a fevi 
pages following, as f flid noVgo on boaid of it. 'I'hat 
famous gallery, which atimeted h^on'of taste from distant 
Europe, occupied that'pari of the palace which 
stood mose to the junclioti of the Rhine and the Ihissol, 
and was divided inio.five very large and spacious apartments, 
one of wijich was' wholly devoted to one picture of 
General Douw, esteemed inestimable, and one of liie 
finest he ever painted; the subject of it is nocominonly 
complicated, yet every figure in it,is so exquisitely finished, 
that it will bear tlie closest inspection. Descriptions of 
paintings are seldom very interesting; bnt the subject of 
this renowned picture deserves to be recorded. It r(,‘fne* 
^iP4?d a quack-doctor at a fair,- upon a stage covered 
wiili a I'urkey carpet,.set out WHth vials and gallipots, a 
shaving bason, with an unibrella, and a monkey; the doc¬ 
tor, in the most'whipisical dress, is haranguing'^'tb un¬ 
common humour and cunning in his countenance, the 
tnotley crowd belbW; amongst tvliom, agardner wheeling 
a barrow fillefl with vegetables, a counm'mtrn with a hare 
hangiijgwM'eif^ljis shoulders, a woinad with a child at the 
hreast>-baking Jitlle , cakes for the-fair ; another woman 
lbtenin|» with a^l,ent credulity, whilst a sharper is picking 
Her poticet, arj^l'jpenciled in a Wonderful iriimncr. Douw 
has represented (himself looking out of the window of a 
public, house, and dr;twing the several objects. The second 
ehnoth^ contained the prodnettons of the Italian school ; 
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a tliird those of th^ Flemish; a fonrth ira^;dedicated to 
■VanderwerfiF; ai^ the ^j'th to Rubens. 

Tlie only part 6f tbe. cit* which presented any appear¬ 
ance of unimatioh wasCme |narket-place, which abounded- 
with fine vegetables, and exquisite fruit,. The market- 
women, and the female peasants, wear a large handker-. 
chief depending from the top of the head, which has a 
picturesque elFect. Fr?tt is so abundant that for tije 
value ofSd. I purchased a poujnd aiid a half of the most 
luscious grapes. In this square, part of the scaffolding 
used for illuminating the hoteji ^ille, on the grand duke 
making his first entry into the city, remained. About a 
mile Irom the town is a country palace of the prince, 
separated from a garden, in frontof it, by the great road 
'to Cologne. The palace is large and very elegantly fur¬ 
nished; the gardens are spacious, well kept, and open to 
well-dressed [lersons. The view of the city from these 
w: ilks is very beautiful. The ramparts which are levelling 
as fust as the pick-axe an4 spade can lay them low'> in 
many places present a very agreeable walk. 

RELIGIONS IN HOLLAND. ,,, 

All religions are tolerated, but that most ffdlowed is 
Tioiiian Catholic, for the celebration of which there are 
’hree large churches; before one of them, ruised and rail¬ 
ed off. is a group as Uirge as life, in wood, painted white, 
representing our Saviour crucified between the two thieves, 
itiid Mary Magdalen, kneeling; several persons were pray¬ 
ing very devoutly before those images. The dead were 
wisely' buried out ofthe city. In one of the streets nt 
jbe extremity ofthe town, is a prodigious pile-of buildings 
barracks. The soldiers of tlie grand duke, priacfpci'j: 
Germans, and a few French, had a very military appear¬ 
ance. The manufactures are at a pause; the population 
IS reduced to about eight thousann persons, the greater 
poi tioii of whom are in very abject circumstances. How 
different must ^his place be to its former period of pros¬ 
perity, before the last war, when a gay old Prussian officer 
who resided there,' told me, that it was^tWi.„’> 4 d with 
clubs, cassoiis, and balls, when every family of common 
respectability could regale its friends with the choicest 
Joliannis-Berg Hockeiii-llheideshein ;wiiie. The princes 
of Germany differ very much from those of our oivn coun¬ 
try, in the plain unostentatious manner in vvbiqh they 
move about. One inorni/!g> when I was crossing the court 
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of m)) inn to go to bieatfast, I sawj a little boy fenring 
■with a stick wiui one of the ostlcfstian Jovas |iledsed wiiU 
his a()pcarance> 1 asked him if ^as the son of tlie mnitre 
d’hoich to which he leplied^ ^ lieieditary 

prince Von Salm.’' The prihee isnd princess, his father 
and aunt, were at the same hotel, having tome to Dussel- 
doii to pay theif respekts to Prince Muiat. Tlie giand 
ducal comt was, as 1 was infoi^fl, kept up wKh coo'll* 
derable splendor, in the circle of which the !,r.iiid duchess, 
oue of the sisters of NapAleon, Imd not yet made hei ap- 
peaiance. It was generally believed, uolwitlistanding 
the use my worthy hdst ihiide ot her appioaeliing entry, 
that uo great aitachmtint existed between the giatui ilucal 
paii; and that the gaiety of the impel uil court of P.uis pos- 
si-,scd more prevailing atlraptioiis to tiie grand duches> 
than her own. Murat, Grand Duke of Berg, is an instain'i* 
of tlje astouishirig results of great ability and gi)<jd tortuin;. 
His origin wms so veiy objcure, that veiy little of it is 
known. The following anci^dole will, Imwcsei, throw' 
some light upon the extiemc Irunnlity of his »arly condi- 
dition m hie. After his elevation to the rank of a p|ince 
ctt' jb e Flench empiie, he halted, In the close of the last 
war, al^cmall town m Gciioany, where he staid two or 
three days, and on finding the bread prepared for his table 
of an infenor kind, lie dispatched one of his suite to Older 
the bc't baker m the town to attend him, to lecene from 
him his diieclions tespecting this precioua aiticle of life. 
A baker who liad been long established in tlie place was 
selected for this purpose, and upon the aide-de-camp ordi r- 
ing him to wait upon the pr,nee' immediately, he observed, 
to llie.no lutle suiprise of the officer—“ It is useless my 
goin g, the prince will never empjoy me.” Upon beiiA 
pK'ased to stiftc his reasofW, he declined assigning any^ 
but as the order of the jne|8{*nger was peremptoiy, he fol* 
lowed him, and wais i^imediately admuted to Mmat, with 
whom he staid about ten minutes, and then retired. As 
he ejuitt^d tlie house in which the prince* lodged, he obscri- 
cd to his aidc-de-cam'p, *' [ told you J,he punce would 
not e mjilpv jj i-e—“he has dismissed me v.ith this,^’ dis¬ 
play ingf^purso of ducats. Upon being'again piessed to 
e^lain,the leason of this siagu\ar Conduct, he icpiied, 
“The iHance Murut> When a boy was appienticcd to n 
bischu in the south of France, nt the* time 1 was 

a i^diUifDj^’inifD to tiim, and 1 hdvc oflen threshed him for 
bcingijfl^/'-the moment he sayv me just, now, he insumtly 
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remembered me, and without enterin^Sito *sulyeG|of 
•our antient ac^utimtan/Sp, or of that which led me to ^his 

J rei.ence, he hastily this purse of ducats from the 
rawer of the tfible aflMeJ be sat, gave it 4o me, and 
ordeied me to retire.” 

The heroic courage ‘which Murtd displayed in the caipy 
paign of 1797, when in conjunction with Duphoz, at tw. 
head of’their respectiv-’. divisions, they plunged into 
deep and impetuous stfeani of Tagliamento, gained the^ 
oppo‘!ite banks, and drove the ^Austrians, headed by their 
able and nmiabic general, the Arc^iduke Charles, as far a« 
tiie confines of Caraitliia and Carniola. 'The numerous 
battles m which Ins distinguishednhiinself in Egypt, and, 
afterwaids at Montebello, and Marengo, where, at the 
head ot Iws cavalry, he successfully suppoited the brilliant 
and eventtul movetnent of Di ssaix, will lanh him in the page 
of history amongst tile most illustrious of tho^c co.isiunmatB 
generals, winch llie fermentation of the French icvointicm 
has elevated from the depths %,f obscurity. In I'-gypt he was 
high in the conlidencc of M.ipoleon, whom he accom¬ 
panied with Lds.ncsj'i'Andrcossi, Bessicrcs, and several 
members of the Egyptian Institute, when Buon.gKjy*,. ,.f* 
fteted Ins niemorable passage fiom liis army to Trejus, in 
August 1799 . Upon the death of Ganeral Le Cl ere, who 
was united to a sistef of Napoleon, Murat paid Ins ad- 
diesses to, and espoused his widow, witli the entire appro-| 
bation of ins great comrade in aims, by whom he was,‘ 
upon his eletation to the imperial throne, cieated a prince 
of the empire, and at length laised to the rank of a sove¬ 
reign, He is reserved and unostentatious, and is seldom 
vi^le to his people. Some of the Westphalun-,, who are 
attached to the aullent csder of things, have ujoke iunnwg'* 
themselves at the expenee ot tfwMr new piince, whose. 
Christian name being Joar/nwi, they pronounce it with an 
accompanying laugh, Jadmit, wbloli means'* diwe him 
ateatf;” and tbeie is very little dift’ereace in the ]io- 
nuuciatioii.^ 

ItfCBAT’s PALACK. 

As Dnsseldorf had infinitely less charms tor me tuan it 
had for the Grand Dueboss, i was well pleased to quit it, 
as she wms disinclined to enter ii; so mounting my cabrio¬ 
let, for w'hich I was^, obliged to m.ike the best bargain 1 
could with the postmaster, i set otf Vor Cailogne, the road 
to which is for more pleafanl than any other part of the 
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dflcliy which I Bai!y> ^ough the whole is Very fiat. About 
six miles from Posseidorf, I passed a t^'«ry beautiful coutv 
try palace of the Gratid l>ufe, exiled Benrud, composed 
of a range of semicircular detached from each 

other, standing upon .the sumwitj'pT a gentle slope, at the 
bottom of w Inch is a large circtllhr piece of water. The 
Grand Duke make-s this place his principal residence, 
and very seldom goes to that in neighbouihdod of the 
city more than twice in the week, to give audience and 
transact affairs of state, 'Vrhich, as the government is en¬ 
tirely despotic, afe managed with ease aud dispatch. The 
appearance of the bodj^-gdard at the entrance announced 
that the prince was place when I passed it: the 

grounds and gardens, seen horn the road, appear to be 
tastefully arranged. Although the roud is sapdy, yet it 
is infinitely preferable, 1 was informed, to eroNsiug the l’erry 
at Dtisseldorf, and proceeding by'^that lout to (Cologne. 
After passing Muhlheiin, a vrryneat towm, the suburbs of 
which adorned with some handsome country house';, i 
entered, about a mile further?the village of Deniz, and 
beheld the veneiable city of Cologne, scpaiated by the 
iWK4u?;^imFnediately befoH me. AtOfie end-^of the Village 
i.s a large*'convent of Carmelites, aisd op the day of my 
arrival a religious tet,e wa.s celebrating, at which nearly all 
the population of the place and neighbourhood assisted, 
and the streets were enlivened with little booths, in which 
crosses and ornaments of gold lace and heads were tasle- 
fuHv exposed to the eye. 

The bell of the flying bridge summoned me on 'board, 
and in about five minutes [“found myself in the French 
erapiie, attended by French custom-house ofliccrs, in green 
.OjftSlfanie, who contiueted me to the Douane. 'Fliis ferry 
cannot fail to impress the mind and excite the curiosity 
of a stranger: it is formed of a broad platform resting 
upon two large barges, like our coal lighltrs; from this 
platfoTm a vast wooden frame in the shape of a gallows is 
erected, which is fastened to the former by strong chains 
of iron, whilst from the centre cross piece, a (■hain of the 
same jantalt'i'^ great length, is fixed to, the top of an up¬ 
right pole standing in each of a long Jifle of boats, the rO'- 
jpotest of is at anchor; hy this machinery a power¬ 

ful pressfim IS obtained ; to each of the barges a rudder is 
affixed^^||Kcb, upon being placed in an oblique direction, 

J )roducM|W{if 11 al motion upon the strekm, which acts as a 
orcc ab^.ve; so that by changing the^ruddpr to tho 
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rii'ht. or ieff, the bridge is roret d (,;> one side or the other 
of tile riv<!r, witrt '•(jUiii e<;rtaiiity end celerity. Fifteen 
hynclred persons c;U! with pcVfeei <r;ise be transported at 
tlic slime time ipton these bridges, and carriages and horses 
are driven tipoii tiieiii without any stoppage, from the 
btuiLs to wiiieii tiiey are faslicd, until put in motion. Tlie 
Germans pall tliis matdjine the i'liegende Seiiilf-i-Brliefe, 
or tb.c voiani; bridge of the Jll'ateh geer btirg, or ilie 

bridge in shackles, in tdliisicn to ii^s cliaiiis; aitd the Freiicii 
}e pool volmil, or t!ic hying bridge. 

The sctu'ch made by- t!ie eiisloln-lptese ollieers amongst 
iriy leliow-jiassengers, most of whom had only just crossed 
and re-eiossed the rivet, was very cigorous; tlie females 
were marcbed up Ip a small house, vvheK;, ns I discovered 
by aecitlei^fiy ojtening the door, and vlfending as the 
eiders did when hiey took a lawless peep ;il Susanna, to 
the !!o small delight of those who were lounging without, 
::nd of eiiibro ra'sineiU to those within, they underwent a 
privtnc cxaniiiiation by Iwcj 'matrons, appointed for the 
purpose. 

At ihi:: place I expected seme dll'itadfy; but ttpon my^ 
dec I aring inyselt an American, and shewing my ]o;og, and' 
jn.st optmittg my trunk, ti-.e otlit.-cr.,; with gtcat politeness, 
called a porter to carry my h’.ggoge iiiio the city, and pul~ 
ling olFtheir bats, recommended me to 1 .a (lour liiiperiaie, 
one oi' tlie best holds, wliere I arrived just in tiitie to sit 
dawn to a splcndipl table d’hote, at v\ Itieh several beauti¬ 
ful and well-dressed ladies, Geiman noblcnum, and Freud! 
oiliccrs, were present. • 


0 ATIlt'.ni:\L OF CO!,0(’NE, 

d’his city was frirmerlv* edebrattal f<jr tlie rpnnbcr of it; 
devotees and prostitutes, which the Freudi police lias very 
nuich reduced. The first objeoi I visited, vvas the cathe¬ 
dra!, whiel), from tlie water iinpStirs irT,e ti stupendous i'lag- 
tueivt, tltat had witiistood the shock of war, or some oo’. • 
vuision of nature, by wlileli the rest of the pile ha.d b.a u 
}>ro.strated : but u|)oti enquiry, I finincl that it ov.ed, ils mu¬ 
tilated a;)|Tcarance to no such event, but to*‘tne o'ojiiitcies 
which Inive occurred for ages in com)>lcling it, r'ucording 
to its original design. In the year Conrad, tin.' dec- 

tor and bishop of IJocksleden, in the pride and c.xidta- 
tion of holy enthusiasm, resolved to ercei a tem|>!e to 
God, which should have po 'equal in siy-e and nnignifi- 
cence ; it was intended that the two western lowers should 
CARB.j 
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have been five hundien feet in elevation, and the nat'c ot 
body of the chinch in pn portion, and epcry external stone 
which the eye coi.ld perceive, decorated with the most 
cxqnisite oniiiini iit of purcjjgothic architecture. The suc¬ 
cessors of tito [trince hishofP, who resembled in the splen¬ 
dor ol‘ his K[hril the emperor who so elegantly wished to 
leave the town stone, which he had found 0?'kk, continued 
the biiiidinf' for tvvo fenturies^aj,id a lialf; btft owing to 
thrhr resources being insiilhcieiit, they wme obligetl to 
leave it in a very ira|TtTfect stale, but capable of being 
used for religious purpo'ses. There is no building of tiic 
kind to compare with it, bnt the Duomo at Milan. One 
of the western towers^^which I iiscendcd, is tibout two hun¬ 
dred and fifty feet high, from which there is a fine view of 
the city, the Rhine, and the siirroiqirllng cpunlry'; tin: 
other tower is not above forty feet high. 'I'he roof of the 
greater part of the body of the church is temporary and low ; 
hut so spacious is the area whicli it covers, thiil one hun¬ 
dred massy pillars, arranged in four row.s, present a light 
and any tippearanco upon it.' My guide, who was a got>d 
huniotircrl intelligent iiiai!, w'ith many significant'shrug- 
. of regret, informed me, tlnit llie moveable decorations <jf 
the ciuKTh and altar w’ere onci- worthy of a stranger’s .at¬ 
tention ; bnt that the geiii'rals of tlie French armies, during 
the revolution, h.id pillaged this holy sanctuary of' its 
richest ornaments; hoivever, the grand altar in the chf>ii 
was not sufheiently portable for their rapacious hands, tjnd 
remains to shew the magnificent scale Aiiion which every 
part of the caithedral was originally; designed. 'I'his tiltai 
is formed of one solid hloVk, of tlie finest sable marble, 
sixteen feet long and eight broad, placed ujuni the suin- 
mij, of a flight of steps. . 

The treasury, or as it is called the golden chamber, 
contains tlie robes of tlie priests, which are very ii agnifi- 
cent, arr.anged wilh,great, care and order in several wtifd- 
robes; and busts of saints and holy utensils in gold and 
silver, many of which were once encriHted wilh the most 
precious stones, but which htid been removed by the 
I're n dt _a roLAf' c i r places supplied by paste. Amongst the 
still Mostly contents of tliis chamber, 1 m.ticcd a small 
tonfib of a priest in solid gold and silver, tmd a skull of ISi. 
Peter, of the same precious nielal. In this room were 
Several ladies, who af>|,>eared to be under tlie strongest in- 
fluei^g of Roman ('aiholic enlhusittsiu ; not a robe or a 
relic^'^^ exliibitcd, w tiich did Slot draw forth some fervidly’ 
plot rsitra atn a t ! on. 
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V -I was sheVn, as a murvclluus curiosity, the mausoleiini 
the Three Kings, behind Ihe graod altar towards the 
eaS'i'j, where the *bodies of these personages, and tliose of 
the Wa-irtyrs, Gregory and hlpoleto, and Felix Kabor, re¬ 
pose. 'I'lie bones of the thr<|e kings are said to have beeu 
brought away by the emperor Frederick iiarbaiossa, when he 
sacked Milan, and presented to tlie archbishop flernauld of 
Dasselde, who attended him in Ids military exploits, and 
who deposited them neai Bonn, from whence ibey were 
transferred to the s[)Ot where- their^nausoleum was ntterwards 
erected, before the building of' the present cathedral in 
the year 1170 : the bLUies ol these*personages, of eourse, 
pcrlbrined all sorts of prodigies; the hiiiid by loueliing 
them, beeaiiie astronomers, and tlif kune daiu ing-masiers. 
T^his tomb, beibie the last war, was uiuominoiily rich and 
inagiiiheeflt; but the Ftench, who have displayed no great 
respect for living kings, could not be expected to pay 
imieli to three ilead ones, and accordingly they have stnp- 
jied their shrine of most o! ilje jewellery, and precious or¬ 
naments. 'J'ho saeri;e.;c (^nniniiled upon the three holy 
kings, wlio Wi re transported so lar tiom ll eir native couii- 
irv, reiiiiiKls im; of tin aneedme, in whicli the pltiyful wi^ 
of Mr. Haslines, formerly Governor-general of Lndtu, was 
eminently displayed. .-\n aiiii<)uary liaving eokeeted in 
India a eonsnieiable iiuinhcr of fiir.tioo gods, had them 
Well |)ueked up tor the pu.rpose of bi-ing sent to England, 
and on the top of the ease w rote m large characters “Gods— 
pUam'. to liccj) l/icsc iij>pcrtnoiC the Governor-general call¬ 
ing one inorninu^ on liie (aihei-t-or, observed the package in 
his rdirary, and reiuarkiii-.^ th# supeiaoriplion, said, “your 
direction is a \\is< one, for svhen you titn sport gods into a 
foreign counlrv, ti s ten to one but tlr-.t thev are over¬ 
turned:' * * . ' * 

Every street reminds the stranger of the former preva- 
Viu-e of llic priesthood. Befoie the war, the eiergy in 
Tliis city were divitieil into eleven cliapleis, nineteen pa¬ 
rishes, iiiiieieeii eonvenls for men, thiiiv-niUe eonvents i'or 
Women, besides furlj-nine ehai>els, mstiiutiOtis, wliieh 
supported between two and three tiiousand^iersoiis in use¬ 
less voluptuoiibne.s.s and .sloth. 

.•\s tile other ehurehes have been stripped of thtir finery, 
and were not embellished*hy 11113' striking work ol tlie sta- 
Uiaiy, I nierm\’ took a cuisory view o; their exleilor; the 
principal are lie Jesuits’ehureh, the collegiate eliureh of 
St. Gerion, lha'. ot the Mseealx es, and the abbey ehurcit 
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of'St. Pantaleon: all these, and a number of pthcr sacred 
buildings useless to name, abounded with saints and shrint;? 
intrusted widj a profusion of jcwellerv, apd all the 'niu^-r 
inerj and mockery of cunning and credulity. Witre¬ 
spect to the chapel of StV Ursraa, a whimsical circunrstance' 
occurred sotiie years since: il this' depositary, for a great 
length of time, have reposed the feones of the immaculate 
,St. Ursula, and eleven thousand virgins her companions, 
who came Irom England in a little,.boat in the year tiAO, 
to convert the Huns who had taken possession of this city* 
who instead of being moved by their sweet eloquence and 
cherub like looks, put an e^td to their argument, by put- 
ling them all to death. 'Some doubt arose many years since' 
vvhether any couiitry could have spared so many virgins, and 
a surgeon, somewhat of a wag, upon extmiining the conse¬ 
crated bones, declared that most of them were the bonas 
’o( full grown female mastiffs, for which discovery be was 
’expelled the city. The convents" and monastcric-s are 
converted into garrisons for the French troops quartered 
in the city. It is in contemplation to pull down about 
two-thirds of tiic churches. » 

"On account of its nimierous reiigiou*: houses Cologne 
^as called the Holy City. ' Bigotry, beggary, and igno¬ 
rance disfegured tlie place in spite of its once flourisliing 
trade itnd university. Vt'lien the I’lcnch seizerl upon this 
city, in 1794, they soon removed the rubbish of ages; 
three-founhs of the priests had the choice of retiring dr 
entering the arniy, and when withdrawn, the weak minds 
over which they had exercised sovereign inlhience, reco¬ 
vered their tone, and live to hail the hour o!' ilteir delivery 
from fanatical bondage, and the sturdy bogga‘r.s were form¬ 
ed into conscripts. 

This city is celebrated for having given birth to Agrippi- 
‘na, the inollier'^bf Nero, but it derived more lustre from the 
Imihortal Rubens having been born here in lt)40 ; the house 
in .which be resided still preserved ami exhibited with, 
great pride to strangers. .This illustrious man was no less 
a scholar than a painter, and hence his tillegorical works 
bre more purely ciassicai than those' of any other.niaster';- 
bf this the g4lk'.vy of the Luxemburgh and the banqucling- 
room Wliiiehall hear ahiple' testimony. Whilst be 
jraintetl he used to recite the points of Homer tmd Virgil, 
ivhic'h he knew by heart, by which he Snluscd the divirif: 
spirit oif poetry into the productions bf his pencil. AfteV 
bnvmg studied a few years in Italy, his fenowu as an artisi 
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sp’fead llirpugh I^urope, whilst his learning, amenity of 
ifi^ners, and elegant af eoraplishmcnts, and amiable mind, 
tJCjQUrcd to him t^e e.steem and regard of all whom he ap¬ 
proached. He was particuhwiy cherished by the kings 
of En‘g^and, Spain,»and other jnonurchs; he was even em¬ 
ployed upon a very dclicdte bicasion to eommunicate jjro- 
posals IVoin the cabinetsof Spain to tliut of London, and 
Charles I. was so delighted with his various talents, that he 
conferred •upon him thc.honor of knighthood. The num¬ 
ber of his jiaiiitings is prodigious. Sir Joshua Reynolds 
said that tile most gratul, fis well tts the most perfect piece 
of composition in tlie world, wa? that of Rubens’s picture 
of the Fall of ihc Damned, formerly in the, gallery of Dus- 
seidorf: that it combined'such varjed heterogeneous and 
horrible .subject,, in sucli a wonderful manner, that he 
scarcely’ kimw whidh most to admire, the invention or liie 
eoinposition of the master. The la.st of Rubcn.s's paint¬ 
ings was the crucifixion of St. Peter, witli Ins head down¬ 
ward, which he presented to St. Peter’s cluireii in this 
city' one day alter taking a copy of the registe r of his hinii 
J’rom its tirehives; the tasU'les.s and iiiereemuy' lieads of 
the church received this inv.duable present witii little cx- 
jiressions of gratitude, and were dtsappoiiuctl that the donor, 
had, not given them money id lieu : wlie'n Ruliflis heard 
ol their dissatifaction, he offered thoii^ 'JS,0()0 crowns lor 
tlie pietme, which, merely in con.sequence of the oiler, 
the^ considered to he worlli inlinitely more, and theVefore 
refused to .sell Itim the work of liis own hands, and it was 
preserved with great veneration in the eiiuveh, where it 
continued till Cologne became one of the cities ot the 
iTt-nch empire. Huheiis, to the powers and graces before 
ascribed to' bim, uniiet! ibe virtue of'a elui.suan : irom 
imotives of piety and •benevolence he adorned nwny 
churches atui convents with his inaichless ‘produolions; 
which, as if the hallowed purpose 10 wltieh they wore de¬ 
voted had inspired him, whilst he paiailed, were generally 
flie most masterly efi’orts of bis pencil. 

Thomas a Ketnpis,, so celebnited for his extrnordi- 
iiary piety, vvtis horn in the noighbotiihood of this city in 
L'lSO.' The last edition of hi.s works is tlwri'-of Cd(>gne 
ibbO, 3 vola. folio; his most celebrated work was euiilied 
" De linitatione Chrisli ;’i which on sieceunt ol its great 
piety and merit, has been translated into tilmo.st every 
living language. 'I’hiswork has been iitU’ni]>ied to -he 
ascribed to an abbot of the name of Uetsun, of the order 
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of St. Benedict, which for many years protduced sev^rft 
controversies between the canons of St. Augustine, |io 
which Thomas a Keiupis.beloi gcd, and fhe Bencdicliiie’s. 

The celebrated Wiliiam C^lxton opened his priDii;% of¬ 
fice here in.147i, and printed|the woik ot' Le Fovrc, which 
was three years afterwards publiijhed in Loudon, where 
he had the honor of being the first to introduce the in¬ 
valuable art of printing. Adam Schule, the* mathema¬ 
tician, who died at Pekin, was a Calendar here. Voudel, 
the Dutch Virgil was bprn here, as was the wonderful 
Maria Schunnari, who wa^ well versed iii twelve languages 
and wrote five classicirily, besides excelling in every ac¬ 
complishment then know n. Excess oi genius and learning 
made her melancholy ifciid, and she died from an inordinate 
debauch in eating spiders. , 

The Town Hou.se is a very antipnt edifice, aird contains 
the only specimen of (jici.ian architecture' in the city. 
Tliere were three eclesia>tical electorates in Clennaii)', 
viz. Cologne, Ma^ence, and Treves, which have lieen abo¬ 
lished by Mupoleon. ’I’lie rcv.cnues of the elector ol Co¬ 
logne amounted to upwards of two hundred thousand 
pounds. Cologne must have been declining lor some cen¬ 
turies, f' 05 ; in the year ]'JOO{,it was capable of I’urnisliing 
thirty thousand men for the field, a number which its pre¬ 
sent population is said not to c.xceed. 'i'he wdiolc of the 
trade of this town was extensive before tlie last war, and 


at one period, in spite of its bigoted rulers, it was one of 
the richest and most flourishing cities in Germany: its 
traders carry outward annually large quantities of salted 
provisions from VV''estplialiu„irou from the forges of JNas- 
sau, wood from the Upper Rhine and tlie ^leckar, wine, 
hemp, tobacco, brass, tufo stone, tobacco-pipe clay, millet, 
gins', dried fiiiits, potash, copper, ‘ribbands, stockings, and 
lace: and they purchase of the Dutch paper, oil, cottons, 

{ 'roceries, spices, medicinal drugs, also for dying, and JtCnk- 
ish lead and tin. ' 


The policy of the French government since il has assum¬ 
ed a settled form, has very mucL* directed its attention 
to the depressed state of the manufactures of Cologne, 
whicbrt’ormmly employed eleven thousand children, and 
under its auspices there are several fabrics in a very flou¬ 
rishing fcondition, particularly ‘ those for manufacturing 
stuffs and ribbands, and a great deal,.of iron is now wrought 
in this city. • The university is at a very low ebb, in cpq- 
sequettee.M so many young meii having «mbraced the nro» 
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ft^ion of arms. This university was once very celebrated 
ai^ was the most Ancient in Ge rmany, having been found¬ 
ed ki 1380. Pope^ Urban the| Sixth paid it iihe following 
compliiiient, in allusion’ to iu having given birth to the 
college of Louvuine: 

IVIatre pulchra tilia pulcbrior. 

This maternal university was divided into theology, Law, 
inedii.’ine, and philosophy; but Jias n'oi the celebrity of 
having sent into the world many enlightened men. 

In tlie rlepaiTment of Cologne the vineyards began first 
to appear. The. vines in the garde» grounds of the citv 
ar’e said to have yielded seven liundred and fourteen thou¬ 
sand gallons, of wine. The vines are not attempted to be 
cultivated iiighcr north. 

During my stay at Cologne I visited the French parades 
every morning and evening. As the parades in France 
used to be confined to the inoibing, it was natural to con¬ 
jecture that some new and gTeal political storm wus col¬ 
lecting, for whicli the French emperor was preparing by 
redoubled activity and energy. At these parades the con¬ 
scripts, after having undeigonc a brief drilling, were incor¬ 
porated with the veteran troops: to witeel, to form close 
column, to load, fire, and charge with the bayonet, seemed 
to be all the motions which were attended to. Instead of 
forming tlie line, as with us, with extpiisite nicety, but lit¬ 
tle attention was paid to it, for ii more slovenly one I never 
witnessed; but by thus simplifying the maaocuvres, and 
confining the auenlion of the soldier only to the ii.seful 
part of l)is duty, a coiiscript is qualified ti> march to the field 
of battle with ilie rest of riie troops in five day;;. Iku ITt- 
tle attention was paid to the dress of these nten, who were 
unifiorm only' in a short blue coat with white or red facings, 
aui T appeared to be left tit full liheriy tt) consult their own 
taste or finances in every other article, for some wore 
breeches, some pantaloons, some appeared with gaiters, 
some vviihout, some had shoes’ and others half-boots. 

It is a rcinark in frequent use, that the cffiffeticv efi^n 
army;m'ay be measured by the skill of the general; but the 
French soldiers have expanded the observation, and have 
exhibited the wonderful spectacle of skilful soldiers fighting 
tinder, and frequently enlarging the views and combinations 
of able generals. 'Hie animal organizajion of Frenchpjea 
befits them for soldiers; thcTr supple muscular form and 
height seldom exceeding five feet five or six toebes, adtuit 
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of grent activity of movement, and th6 Sapport of 
fatigue: their minds quick. Volatile, i?iq«isitive, and.ster- 
tile in expedients, enable jihetn to see tlie intentj,ons of 
their'commanding officers jin a mo veinenty whicii, to the 
soldiers of many other,countries,, would only be known by 
result.-;. The Freiicli commanders know how to gratify 
that national ca.«t of intellect so useful to ihei^ operatiotis, 


hy fjoijucntly imparting to a soldier of a company, for the 
purpose of wider con.imuiiication, the {>riDc.ipal move- 
incnis in contemplation, previous to tiieir engaging. The 
vanity of a French soldier , is also another most valuable , 
quality in his eoinpoSilion: lie takes the dcejiest interest 
j.n the execution oi* every order, because he thoroughly 
believes that he is acquainted willi. all its ohjects; and 
upon the acliievemcnt of a victory, llicrc is seartely Ji 
French druunner who would liesiUite endeavoring to make 
bis hearer believe, that the fortune of the day was owing 
to Some judicious idea of l^is own : to this vuf'ity the mili¬ 
tary bulletins which aniioutvj'c successes in ail the pomp 
of lanj’uage, or convert a disaster into a. retr(>grade victory, 
are addressed; for a Trciiclunan, even more than an F.ng- 
lishmap., almost .always believes what he is told, and is 
ever the last to confess a defeat. It is a rule with tin; 


'Freuch officers W .give their troops-as little trouble as pos¬ 
sible when not actually in service, and to keep them per¬ 
petually upon the alert wdien the campaign has coin- 
menced: by this measure tlicir troops, eonlrary to a reetdved 
opposite notion, arc generally fresher than other troops; 
and as they are mostly composed ol young men, are capa¬ 
ble of mareliing more rapidly and longer tlnm soldiers of 
mixed seasons of life. The Fieneli have another great 
advantage<in tlicir plan of combats, which resemble the 
mode of engaging at .sea, practised so gloriossiy by' the 
late immortal Welson, that of beating against tlie tdssire 
of an enemy’s line’until they peiielriite it; this they hWg . 
several times successfully, effected, by an almost.endless 
reinforcement wliich the aibiirary^levies furnish, and which 
in a motnen|, supply the vacancy made by the laillet and 
tb^ayonct. To prevent any ill consequences from the 
impetuous temerity wdiich might attend the first fetiack, 
a considerable? corps of reaefve is always formed of the 
more experienced troops^, .iwho are able to support their 
comrades in; the front wjli^a too severely pressed; or of fore- 
itig»thcin id rally, shojild thfv discover any disposition tO 
fiy. -To;|^eir flying artillery, which are served by their 



fti^OVOB KOLLAKr, SiC. J^Q 

Soldiers, "whererer the groufid wifi best adfbi^^ier 
> atu ulso eminently indebted lor their success: yet,^iritn 
nir'bose adrantagCs, striking and etainentas th^ arc, aUd 
tlie itug^tive assrstauce whief^ she derived IVontl the fni'*- 
quently imbecile conduct of the enemy, France would pef- 
Imps never have been cftjiwnea with tne success which had 
TOttiketi her inarch, had not her popuiation been enoimous, 
and liad the stupendous idea ot placing a great portion 
of that population, by fhe novelty of a conscription, at* 
the disposal of her ruler, bci. n dtjj,vefoped by the mighty 
monster whose name I have before? mentioned, if slic liad 
had 20,000 men on the [ilains of Maida. she vtould have 
been spared the disgrace of seeing 7,000 of her chosen sol¬ 
diers dy before 4,795 of the British arms undtr the gallant 
btuart. , * 

SINOUlfAK ADVENTUEE. 

In consequence, says our author, of hatting been in* 
formed the preceding evening that an imperial decree had 
passed, by which strangers enteiuig tlie French empire 
were permitted to bring as jinuch money into it as they 
chose, but were not suffered to take out of u^more than 
what certain officers appointed for tliat purpose considered 
necessary for the prosecution of their journey, thq, sun plus 
passing in the nature of a torfciiure to the crown, I con¬ 
cealed about thirty ducats, which fell within tliis description 
of overplus, in my cravat, and dt five o’clock in tiic morn¬ 
ing, marchCtj from my hotel to the bureau des diligence# 
par cau, a distance full two English miles, to be searched 
for this superfluity of cash, previous to niy ascending the 
llhine. At this liouse a scCii^ look place which perhaps 
has not often occurred to travelleis, in consequence of the 
teaipofary apprehension which it excited the ridiculous 
situation in which it placet! me, and tiie retriUuttvc tHT&s- 
tisement which it inflicted f«ir thus venturing upon an hos- 
til^shore. 1 was iiitioduccd into a room looking upon tlic 
4wine; at the bmeau sat the directof, a man who wore 
spectacles, with a strongly marked, expicsaive eouiite- 
nance, apparently about* nity ycais of agev upon my bow-, 
ing to him he demanded oi’ me, ih Germ*^n, who I was? 

I requested him to address me in FieiicbJ. Ithich hc^djd, 
repeating the question. I told him I was an Anieiicju 
going to the Fiankfort fair,* upon which he pul down his 
spectacles,’and running up to me, squeezed my hand with 
a violence of compression infinitely piore painful than a- 
grceable, and exclaimed in V#ry good English, “how hsppy 
CABE.j 
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day tome! for I too .jm an Aine/iraii." T 
00f^d io return the affecrioiiate saIuf<itjon, and a/'O tohx- 
presa my,delight in having, so far trodj our native 
«net with a countryman. then asked me from w.fcrft part 
of America 1 rame? “ from Bajiiinore,” the answer. 
“ Happier and happier!” ened ‘renewing his embrace, 
f6r I w as born ilierc too.” At this moment J wished, for 
the first time lu my life, all the force of the ai/for patr 'm at 
the devil; but theie wa.s no tim?-to be lost in meditating 
upon the peril and awk^aidiiess of my situation. Topie- 
vent, as much as possible bis intenogating me tuiiher ui^nt 
my adopted country,>1 addressed with all possible tluency, 
•as many tjuestions as I pould suggest respeeiiug Cologne, 
the Rhine, the war; ki short, I touched upon every snlpf ct 
but what had an American tendency. , To my obscivations 
he bowed, to my (|uestions he gave veij biiel tiusuers, and 
contmued expressing his delight 4n seeing me, a delight 
which waa very far from bcing^ceciprocai. Alter oideitng 
hi-* servants to bring breakfast for me, which 1 did not de¬ 
cline, although 1 had already^ taken that meal at my’ hotel, 
for fear of oiTcuding him, he made many in(|iuiies after 
some persons whom he named, and mentioned to be ol 
the first consequence in Baltimoie. £ gave him to under¬ 
stand liiat I had letl that city when quite a hoy; hut upon 
his assiirma: me that ( must remember or hate Iitaul of the 
persons lie had named, 1 gave him to iiridcrstaati that my 
rccolkcuon of them was veiy impel feet, hut that 1 be¬ 
lieved they had perished by the yellow fever; upon heaiing 
whieti he e.xpressed great affliction, observing they were 
the dearest fneniK he had yi Baltiinoie before he quitted it, 
about fiftren years .inee. In this uiicoriitorlable sitmitiou 
I sat vis-a-vis ivith luv tormentor, who continued, ditiing 
bfeaKfast, to overload me with expresdons of kitulness. 

At last the skippei of the Rhine bout made Ins apjiear- 
anee, with the welcome information that the boatSvas 
really, upon which* the director ordeicd him to make ufs,’' 
bed for me on hoard if I wished it, and to shew me every 
possible attention, adding, that Invas his [..ntieular fneuti 
and country man. 1 now thought the hom of my deliver- 
niMie was anVved, and that an advenitwe whuh pi nmised so 
adversely would teiuiinate in. the display ot the civilities I 
Ibave eniim^^ted; but it was* determined that my eorrec.- 
lion was D{|li yet sufficient, for as the dii^clot looked out pf 
the'w;nd<Hy, he exclaimed, here conies my secjetary, a 
young mao^ whp can attend to the office 
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t^c day,” ancl then turning round to me, 'i^nd I 

c.in now have the happiness of'going half a day*s jooiiiey 
■With yon, *vhich*l am resolved to tioj yes, I will shew to 
you hoj* dear niy, coun^yiuin are "to me, by going as fat 
fts Bonn witi) \ou.” JjIjStre'^ed and embaiTa‘-M'd beyond 
measure at this fresh piv>of of his provokii.,’ and peiplex- 
ing regard for Ainerit-i and me, I tried in \ iin to prevail 
upon hiinmot to think o| carrying his po'item’ss -o iar, and 
expressed my strong sen-e o) Uie atteiUioiis with which li^- 
had already eonipkiely O'eiv.helmed nie: all t^at I urged 
appeared onlv to ledotib'c ilu’ Warmth of his espiebsiotis, 
and to contiim him in ios determi»*?tion. 

With a hea''y he.'ut and a light countenance we walKed 
arm in term tlotiffi to the shoic, and Ascended the boat, over 
whit'h, as well as t»il tlie other Cologne pussane boats, it 
appeared ife bad comfdete soveseiguty by virtue of his of- 
lice, and in a miuutc afterwards the tovring horse advanced 
at a rate of about two English miles and a half in an hour 
on the Fiencli bide of the riv«*r. Tlie dtiector made me sit 
next to him in the ctiAiin, tailing the passengeis, wJ;io ap- 

{ mated to me very respectable, ilial 1 was an American and 
Its couiitiyin.in, and^hat that was the hapjiiest day be had. 
experienced lor fifteen years, lit tlie course of Aouversa- 
tion with him, from the gasconade stories which he related 
of his own ex{)loits, 1 w'as induced to’entertain suspicions 
of -his cliiiraeier; he told me that he was one of the most 
conspicuous characters in the .French revolution; that Ce- 
neral Custine owed all his glory in the field to hi m-- that 
he had long lesided at Berlin, ■wlieiebe had, by his* in* 
trigues, maintained for some time a complete ascendancy 
in the Prussian cabinet; that he was engaged in a vast li¬ 
terary work, in which al^the great events thatimd »siJ4ted 
the world for the last ten years, would be unfolded in a 
manner ivesor before developed; that he had entered into 
ye service of the Freneii Emperor, solely to promote the* 
■fnterest of the empire. He observed, after engaging my 
word to keep the matter secret until 1 reached iny own 
country, that the emptfror was abhorred througliout the em- 
pire^ that he was a remorseless tyrant, un^ that ho could 
prove him to be a coward. 

To the latter part of his assertion I took care to olFer no 
remark, but under the pretence of wishing to view the city ‘ 
of Cologne at a distance, the river and the country, and 
«i «0 t# gain a little respite from such a rapid succession of 
tthtowafii eircuihstaaoes, 1 oscended the top of the *cabui 

. 
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jitid refrefi^ed myself by making the sketch engraved. The 
liowcr, the mighty mass of the unfinished cathedral, trie 
numerous spires, the shores jpn either sifie, the rapfd uid- 
tion of the v/sssels des'oending the Rbipp, the snjgts? of 
those on board, the clear b^illianUBy of the sky, ufiorded 
reanimating dejight to my mind. 

About ten o'clock my persecutor raised his head through 
the cabin door, to announce that dinner was rea«* 3 ', and to 
request my company : upon de-scending I found some soup, 
nnd beef roasted after the German fashion, and that the 
directoi had, ishije 1 wa^ above, been taken ill, from the 
occasional agitation of the boat, that to allay his sickness' 
he had asked one of the gentlemen on board for some 
Arandy, and of which*be bad evidently tifken a great deal 
1^0 much: the spirit rapidly opeiaiedmpon his bead, and 
,4 more abominable nuisance in the shape of iflan I never 
beheld: incapable of sitting at table with such a inisoreunt, 
I resumed roy'old plaie where 1 bad not,been seated long 
before I beaid him abusing the passengeis, except my- 
l^lf, lor whom be again expressed “ the assurance of hi? 
bigh consideration,” and threatening to older them all to 
|>e thrown overboard, which oe 'eeined to be perfectly able 
to do himself, for he was one of the most poweilul men I 
gver beheld, upon which they leiinqUisherJ the cabin to 
himself, and, exceffting a veiyv pretiy Fiench girl, came 
upon deck. Upon hearing bet; sfream yiolcnily, f went 
peiow to see what influence his countryman could now have 
pvei^ the duet tor: us I was handing her out of the cabin, 
he forcibly pulled me back, cto'-ed the dooi, and said, m 
a manner which was perfealiy intelligible, though occa¬ 
sionally intciiupted by the spasm? ot intojiication, “ 1 know 
you, though you think 1 do not; you aie no Ameiican, 
you aie an finglishman, and a son of lldi. Uiskiue the oiat 
tor; you are hcie on a secret mission, and yoiii hie is m 
piy hands, but i will not betiay you,” 'ihe icpiy 1 maHe 
wav, “ 1 am engaged in no seciet mission, my soul woulo* 
^revolt at it, noi can f bq the son of my Uord Eiskine, for 
he IS now upon the ocean, as ambassador from tjie court 
pf i-iieaf Butain to my couhtry to which 1 added, " that 
jt vn^ in vain for him to attempt to deceive me any longer, 
for I was Satisfied^ by his obscivations lespectiqg Ameiica, 
’that he haxf not been bora in that country to which, tq 
iny nojUi'le'consteiqation, h« lephed, “No, por have I 
^ver' here, ( am a German bv hirfh, I was edicate4 


'Hnere, ( am a German by hirfh, I was edi|cate4 
^I'lshman who father’s, anc| X am new 
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jt» the servic|^of otie of the greatest heroes, said the most 
Hliistrioas of men,”' , , , 

I^ow not wHfetber my Uf| was in peril, but if is certain 
tny^0^ty was, apd to preserve it,* I thought that some* 
thing should bo inimediittfiy done; accordingly 1 ascended 
the top of the cabin, jrbere dll the passengers were as-- 
seinblcd in a state of considerable uneasiness, from one of 
whom I borrowed a bottle of brandy and a colFee-cup, with 
which 1 returned to the director, and insisted npoli drinking 
his health in some excellent spirit, and raising my hand 
and the bottle in a manner whwh, in his «tute, prevented 
him from seeing what £ poured pt/l, I affected to till and 
drink it off; £ then gave hin^ li bumper, which I several 
times repeated in a similar* manndr, until the miscreant - 
dropped under thet table, where he continued in a s-tate 
utter insensibility, and with little appearance of life, nn^ ' 
we arrived, which we did in about six hours, at Jjonu, when 
he was taken out of the vessel by some men, conveyed to, 
a house near the banks of jhe river, and thank, heaveni 
i saw no more of him, but.proceetUd with the rest of the 
passengers to a very neat inn a little ^^ay in the city, 
where we had an excellent dinner and some good white 
Khine wine. The Hreum of the Rhine became Jc-is rapid 
as we approached Bonn, where its waters aie shallower 
than in tW neighbourhood of Cologbe, where all large 
vessels ship their cargoes which are destined for any of 
the towns higher up, m craft constructed peculiarly lor 
the purpose, and which draw much less water. 

CITY OF. UONN. 

As I dctermincfl to sleep at Bonn, I had a favorable 
opportunity of meing this beautiful tiiti,:. piev 
enabled the former Electors of Cologne to.displayuieir 
taste by selecting it for their residence. It was elegantly 
wnd justly obsened by a Fiench lady on board of the boat 
<s we approached the city, f'oi/a Bonne! e’ett me petite 
perie! oq expression could describe it better; when i 
made my view of it, the dark clouds behind it set oti the 
pearl'likc appearance of the palace and buildings. 
no spot on the Rhine m the shape of a id^* n with 
was so much delighted; it consists of little more o.itij 
1,000 hoHses and 8,000 fnhaiiilants. In the ueighbour- 
bopd the country begins to undnlate, and the vines make 
»Isixtcrlant ajilpeorance. The wine made hcie and in the 
ityapeut pa«| is tglcraWy.good} that whivh gv»ws,upoa 
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the black basalt hills further to the southwftrd, is infinitely 
preferable, black being a • powerful agent to attract and 
retain heat; hcace the rents fof hdls are‘rather high. So 
powerful is this colour in attracting and .retaining tblMfeiit 
that a very intelligent frient^ of mine, who resided some 
time in China, informed me, that for the purpose of ripen¬ 
ing their fruits as early as possible, the Chinese gardeners 
paint their garden walls black, and lately in some parts 
of England this plan has been followed. Every thing in 
and about the city bears testimony to ihe enlightened liber¬ 
ality and refi#ed taste of the last of the Electors of 
Cologne, who was cordially beloved and admired by all 
classes of his subjects, ^ 'jphe building which wa^ once his 
palace, is very extensl’vej it stands just without the city 
upon an elevation of giound, and cohimands a most en¬ 
chanting prospect, embracing the winding of tlie majes¬ 
tic Rhine, part of the village tjf Pofipledoiif, < i-dcvant 
monastery of Gruizberg crowning tlic suiumic of a hill, 
apd at a distance the Scvtv» Moiiiitains, cloathcd with 
vineyards, and the spires of,> G>blein^. 'riiis beaiitifal 
building is now applied to government purposes; in the left 
wing towards the oiange garden, which is prettily disposed, 
the French Emperor has preserved the Lvceuni fpr in- 
Btncting boys in Latin, Gieek, German, I'rench, mathe¬ 
matics, and philosophy : the profe.-.sors arc veiy ablfe men, 
and the it!^tmltion is in a very flourishing condition: this 
is one amongst the many noble estitblishmcnts founded 
by last Elector, which in his reign was kept in another 
quarter of the city: this elegant pile of building, which 
js now stripped of all its valuable oinaments, was raised by 
'the Elector CU nient Augustus in ITJ7, upon the same 
site/io .'"Jr-. vb. no less than four pfeceding palaces had fal¬ 
len victims VO tire flames: there is a beautiful walk nnder 
a quadruple row of lime trees, which leads to a small 
country palace: this^walk forms the fashionable para^ 
of the city, and was graced by a number of beautiful ana' 
elegantly dressed ladies. Some very pleasant Frepch 
ofliers, with whom I was walking ifi this place, expressed, 
their supprise^tM seeing an Eiigli»hinan amongst, them, 
was obli^d to find refqge again in my American 
ad^tion. 

Tnrough a beautHiil and* ronaantic country, by « short 
walk a little beyrod Gruizberg, towards the south, is the 
picturesque hill of Godesbefg, or GodsbUl, *o* called froo^ 
a sanative m^eral spring flawing cloap to jt, 'whic^ 
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contains 6xed air, iron, magnesia, and salts the last Elec¬ 
tor who never otniuiUed any tising whiuii could add to the 
comfort and hap]>iness of nii people, erected an assembly 
and other rooms, and also .pfeasure gardens for recreation 
close tw'the spring, and by some very wise regulations, en¬ 
couraged the building of lodging houses. Ai^this place, many 
of the unh.ipi^y French emigrants, after the revolution, found 
a little re'^ief from the miserable recollections of their fal^ 
len fortunes and altered Tate; the court of the prince bishop 
was remarkable for the elegancy, hospitality, and refined 
freedom which reigned throug^ioUt it, apd in return in 
every visitor he beheld a friend*^Thu influence.of thia 
scene of courtly felicity upon 'the manners df the people 
had not as yet subsided. A peciliiar air of refinement 
distinguished the deportment of the inhabitants: after an 
exquisite ranjble, I returned through the square, a spacious 
irregular area, where thU, French troops quartered in the 
place were exercising, and where a very ancient Gothic 
town-house stands, to supper my hotel, at the table d’hote 
of which <I again smarted, for the teroerity of uespass- 
ing upon this delightful spot. During our repast, whK'h 
abounded with a great 'variety of choice and excellent 
dislteSj.und which was attended by many •French.ofticers, a 
German lady who sat opjiosile to me, always addres'^ed and 
alluded to me by the perilous name of “ Monsieur Jnglois,'* 
which excited some considerable attention amongst the 
company towards me; at last a Trench ofticer whose phy- 
siogtioiny did not present the most pleasing coilectiom of 
features, rose up, eyed me all over, and went o(ff?x ex¬ 
pected nothing less than being obliged to take shelter 
once more under my American alliance, but after waiting 
in the room an hour, I saw nothing more of hip^a^dwent 
to bed. V\ hilst a crull and savage state, of ho^lity 
between man and man thus enibariassed the progress of 
a,traveller, whose only object was to contemplate the oeau- 
ttful face of nature, never did tlie*divinfc object of his 
pursuit appear more arrayed in the smiles of peace and 
iovShness. The goveftiment of Bonn, as well as Cologne, 
and, all the other cities on the left bank of the Rhine is 
vested in a governor appointed by Jiapoleol!, and iS 
military. Under a clear jind cloiidle sky I bade adieu 
to Bonn with great lehfc'ta-ncc, and cmburKed on board 
of Uk' passage-boat bou.d to Cusscl. A« we pas ed the 
lofivulowcrs of PiiitersdoilV, on our right the Rhine uq- 
fo^eiSl"itself ip all its glorjj. On our lelt the seven moua- 
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*«uu‘i (Siebtin^ Geburge; "Called the Drakenfol?, WoIJccth 
iKjurg liolandi*ekke* ^iUiwcnburgh, Nouucysiromberg^ 
Moke Ochlbey, and Hi&nieriok, arose* with uiicointnon 
grande'ir, crowned with convents and tbe veneuiblc ruitii 
of castles. In distant ag|$, many a Gcim.iri ba'ron bold 
resided in rude dignity wit6 ius martial folloNvcia, upon 
the suiiunit of thcoe ino|U>tains, ^Voni whence' they waged 
war againtt each other, and many of their Kin^tipi, of aii‘ 
tiquity are the walk of \ iileutfjfniuh in the fourth centiuy, 
who overthrew the Gcfi»ans^ and who fell a .victim to 
his inordinat<|t, passiod*. <iur when the Qutidi sent to 
him to make a peace, \be itiuJiuard appearance of some of 
tbe ainhassadurs so enragi|^ that he iu bis anger 

burst an aiU'iy. c 

Drackenlols has infinildiy the adva»ntage of situation ; 
it ri^es perpendicularly from, the river to a •stupcialous 
bcigiit, crowned with tbe roofless I’emuiAs of an um-icnt t ;w- 
tle, blown with auticjuity; imdw4.^lt is povered with luxu¬ 
riant vines, whilii all abovp }$ red and grey rock. Tbe 
other mountains, wiueh lecede^toa great distance, appeal¬ 
ed to be clothed with the clustering grape, on the oppo¬ 
site side the vineyards, sloping '’close to the water’s edge, 
extended as far as the eye could reach. 

As uc advanced, a beautiful island iu the centiv of 
the liver, covered •with poplars, walnut trc'cs and elms, 
fiom the bosoni of wliich arose the roof and belfry of the 
juouasteiy of Nonen Werth, or worthy Nuns, foimed 
the^back scone; the bosom of the river was enlivened with 
the jTeasanis of the neighbourhood movcing in boats work*- 
cd and steoicd with paddles, and the banks of the l’'rcnch 
territory with giaups «f French soldiers bat lung, and sing¬ 
ing their,tMitioaai songs. 

Xs- We |>a#sed the monastery tile matin bells rung, and 
gave a romantic intiest to the scene: tliis pious seclusion 
is included in the Fiench line of sovereignty, and via# 
sjondemned by' Bnodaparle to change its owuois and its- 
natuie for ever; hut at the earnest inlciec>sion of the 
-Kuiprcss Josephine, he consented to suffer the vi-noilibod 
to enjoy it during their lives, afier which it will devolve 
to ji‘e empifd. Wherever power could effect and. policy 
justify the measure, Buonaparte has displayed his decided 
liostiHty to monastic establishments of every dcscuptiwii; 
■be considers tl^n as so inauy sinks of sloth, iu which ijU 
thif noble priories and purposes of life become sta|naut. 
Id S^dris thily one convent* th^t of tbe Blue iS'uus, is per- 
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iriitled to remain. The numerous convents wbioh adorn 
the French side of the l^hine with the most picturesque 
ajrpearance, ate dither convened into fabrics, or suffered 
to luiitQ dihipKlation: the rivet front its meanderings, is 
land Iwked all tlie way, every tqrnhig of wiiicii surprised 
tvnd captivated me with spme new beauty. Fere, huhind a 
line of walnut, lime, arid beqph trees, jUst sbiitiiig the mar¬ 
gin of theaiver, a stupendous pyramidal cliff appears, with 
every projection upon w'hich the cultivator could lodge a 
layer of vegetable mold, stipporliijg a little growth of vine; 
there, niOulifains of vineyards^ relieved by mouldering 
castles, and convents using froia mSsses of rock shooting 
forwards, or pierotng the sky frotu their pohiicd pinnacles, 
arrest the attcMition. Someiimes a torrent briglrfcus before 
the beholder, and distantiy roars iiporf the eai ; at others 
rile naked Bed ot one appears, or a rude gap through which 
the eye penetiaies into ranges of other viiie-clad mountains, 
variegated with majestic klins, is seen. At the base of the 
hills on the sides of the river ptnncrous towers and villages 
constantly appear, deferideij by ^ycient walls and turrets, 
adorned with veneiahle chureliv^'> brown with age, sur¬ 
mounted with lofty spires, every where inviting the reflec¬ 
tion of the moralist, the investigation of the antiquary, the 
sang of the poet, and the pencil of the painter.* 

ANDEKNACH. 

Almost all tiie immense mass of mountains which extend 
from Bonn to Andemach, is composed of the basaltaisd 
slate; the former has a more muhcial .appeal an cc'ilhlfnal- 
niost any other mineral prodtietiun. In no f'oim can it puz-^ 
vie tiie philosopher more than at the Giant’s Causeway, in 
Ireland, where It assumes a columnar shape^whi^has 
every hppearance of having been chisscled h^^TuTnSwKif a 
.i^kilful mason, and of having been regular granite cooling 
'difter ft^ipn, and formed into regular masses by ciystalltza- 
tibnV ‘^a'the small cavities of ibese'Bnountams the maiiius 
and swallnws find refuge, and in a comfortable state of tor- 
pidity^ass through th% cold and chcetlcss weather of win¬ 
ter. The cliildren of the peasantry amuse theinsehe.s in 
discovesitig their tetreats, at an apparent dSposure of their 
own lives. , . , 

In an amphitheatre of’vast dusky basalt mountains, the 
aoiaibre gates, lowers and pinnacles of Andernach appear¬ 
ed in consequence of the river making a long sweep, 1 
landed with an intention qf rejoining the boat at^a vtliage 
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named hj the skipper; a more solemn scene of gloom and 
grandeur, I never contemplated: the ruins of this town to¬ 
wards Cohlentz are of great antiquity. 'I’ko inhabitants in¬ 
sist upon it, that the repains bf the Emperor Valentine are 
deposited in one of their churches, and that Julius -Caesar 
when he so victoriously fought against the Suabians, passed 
over the Rhine at this spot, wherd Drusus, the general of 
Augustus, built one of those fifty castles which a^e ereettd 
on the banks of the Rhine : but the FrencI), who narrowly 
investigated every part of the river which their victorious 
arms enabled them to visit, with great acuteness, and with 
the assistance of history^ beueve th.it this celebrated landinsr 
was effected a little higher up the river, a short distance 
from Engers, at a place,called the While Tower (der WeisM- 
Tburm), the veuerahile front of wlrich 1 ^aw as 1 afterward' 
advanced on our right, in the centre of a sijddca reocss ot 
the river, where it has the appearance of having served the 
united purposes of a castle and a watch-tower ; at its base 
is a considerable village, which formerly belonged to the 
Elector of Treves: this s^uation is from a combination of 
local advantages, pecuha**-,' faybrable to the completion of 
such a passage, and in co'nlirmation of the opinion, a great 
number of Roman antiquities have been found there. Gene¬ 
ral Hoche; at the head of an ithmense army, aided by the 
obscurity of the night, crossed the Rhine at this place in 
1797, and astonished the imperial troops the next morning 
by their presence. 

This was the last exploit of that general. Near this tower 
deposited his remains, over which a mausolenm 
has been erected. This young commander died of an en¬ 
largement of the heart at Wetzlar. His funeral was con¬ 
ducted with uncommon military ptunp. The procession 
movej? place whdi-e he di^, across the Rhine to 

the White ToiSrer, amidst the discharge of cannon, which 
were fired every quarter of an hour. 

The trade of the Rhine is here very flourishing, for ex¬ 
clusive of the neighbouring vineyards which produce fins 
wines, and the basalts of the adjoining mountains used for 
building and paving, this city derives considerable wealth 
from tlie lapis tf tdiaceus or tuf stone, tlie harder sort of 
■atJi’ltlf’forro excellent millstones | vast quantities are ship¬ 
ped for Holland, to coitsbt^'t or repair its dykes wdlh, and 
the more fri.able is us^TOr biriloing, whilst its powdpr 
mixed with lime forms.^fee hardest and inost durably _cc- 
meqt., JLspw the cabiij|^several,trcck'schayts in Uollkjctd 
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covered with .it, which were perfectly ifhperfiotis to thif< 
rain: the Germans also use it to floor their hoases with; 
This stone is coiisjdcred ttfbe a species of the poiiice>stone> 
or imperfect lava, and of volcRnic production. 

On^ie banks leading to this cityj I saw part of otte of 
those ania;cing floats of tiiftbcjf which are formed of JesSer 
ones, conveyed to this oitv fw>m the forests adjoining tb« 
Jlliine, tlte Moselle, the Ma^e, &c.; these floats are at¬ 
tached to each other, and form a platform generally Of the 
enormous dimensions of eight hundred feet in length, alitl 
one hundred and sixty hi breadtlf, upon which a litthe vil¬ 
lage contaiaing about eighty wodde^ houtes is efdcted fop 
the accommodation of tiiose who are interested in, and as* 
sist in navigating this stupendduB raft, frequently amount¬ 
ing to seven and eicht hundred perstJnSj men, women, and 
children ; Resides tlfese buildings, fliere are stalls for cattle, 
slaughtering hduses, and magazines for provisions: thd 
float is prevented from striking against the shores, wherd 
the turnings are abrupt, by the appheation of thirty or forty 
anchors, which, with the necessary cables, are conveyed id 
fourteen or fifteen boats which piecede it, and its course is 
safely directed by German and jDutch pilots, who .are htrdd 
for the purpose. 

After great rains, when the current is rapid, th« whole i4 
entrusted to its propelling force, otherwise'seveial hundred 
j)t’rsous ore employed in rowing, who move their cars at a 
given word of command. The whole of these wonderful 
moving jiiasses is under the entire direction of a govethof 
or siijieriniendant, and several officers under hifn^Sg^ire- 
times they are months in performing their voyage, in cone 
sequence of the water being low, in which case they are 
obliged to wait till the river is swelled by the rains, In this 
inauner they float from the high to the ^ow 
upon their arrival at the place of destination,‘the whole is 
broken up, and finds a ready market. About twelve of theth 
annually arrive at Dort, in Holland, jn the months of July 
and August, w'here these German timber-merchants haviug 
converted their floats^into good Dutch ducats, return to 
their own country witliT their families, to enjoy the prpducp 
of their labour and enterprise. • 

The clergy and monks in Andernach used to be, tc-jjsfej. 
a good-humoured hbmelv. expression of a late illustrious 
statesman, upon an' application made to him for a place, 
under his administration, “ as thick as five in a bed 1 ” hd- 
*ide sjix vicars h^koriging to a large parish churph, thcrfe 
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wefc BO less than five crouded convents, and the popula- 
tton did not exceed four thousand souls; the convei-ts are 
now converted into g$rrisons for French ttohliers, and store¬ 
houses for tiadesineu. After^ viewing; tite*'city, 1 set off’on 
the road lo Coblputz, with a view of meeting the boat at 
the place appointed, and after walking pbout two ihiles, I 
lost all traces of'the'river ; hbwever, obser\ing about tliree 

{ )arts of a mile the tops of a fojig semicircular line of j)op- 
ars, I concluded the river flowed by them, and I accojd- 
inely endeavoured to penetrate to fhe bank through a large 
willow wood, in which ^ soon lost myself. At last, how¬ 
ever, I succeeded in forcing a way into a little footpath, 
in pursuing which f Suddenly came uipon a Frenclunan, 
poorly cloathcd ip green, \vith a book in Ins hand; he 
courteously addressed tne, remarked that | looked rather 
■warm, and conducted me to a recess if. the wood, close to 
the water, where there was a bed of stravr anfl a gun: at 
first 1 regarded Imn as a robber, but he soon gave me to 
understand that he was a link in a vast chain, composed of 
forty thousand soldiers, plagod in this sort of ambuscade at 
the distance of a gun shot fro,m each other, by the orders 
pf the government of France, to guard the left bank of the 
llhine from smugglers; and that to prevent contraband 
practices, no boat is suffered to pass either up or down the 
jriver alter sunset, without being fired upon ; that they aie 
aihvays cloathcd in 'a sombre drqss, to pieveiU observation, 
and are concealed in this manner wherever thp fide& of the 
river will admit of it. Upon my informing him that I had 
K^troy way and ipy boat, be politely assuicd me that it 
Jiacr*1ff0c yet ascended the river, and’ hailed a little punt 
passing by, which enabled me to legaiij the vessel, then 
very fortunately just approaching. Jsotwithstanding the 
vigifanerjol’the French police, the rafts I have deseiibed 
carfj^’on a &nsideiable contraband trade in the Khine iq 
wines and Seltzer water. 

Opposite to the spot where this occurrence toojc plpce, at 
the bottom of a rang’iJ of hills, is the delightful town and 

f ialace pf Neuwied, built of white stone, at one end of the 
ine of poplars which I have nienfioned, and almost the 
only town I saw without wal|s or any sort of foriificatioij 
Khine.*-' Kothing could e.vceed the air of happiness 
ifnd prosperity which seemed to reign in this deicctablf 
little capital, which looked petfectly fresh and new, the 
prince of which receives, because he deserves, the affection^ 
pf. bis subjects; cVery one on board, with great vivacity^ 
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spoke of the toleration^ the liberal extension of the rights 
of citizenship to foreigners, and tlie public spirit of iu 
>iuler. The place is enriched by several flourishing iron 
works, steel, pnpt'r,' and coHjpn manufactures (the Tatter, 
the introduced into Gerinany)', printing, watch, and 
ingeniOTs cabiuet-inaking. Before the last war, in the 
forges and founderies, apd d^erent fabrics, not less than 
four thousand persons were employed, and llieii circulation 
at a fair hits been knonm to amount to forty or fifty thoa~ 
sand florins. There is; an cstablishnicnt of Moravian bre¬ 
thren hero more numerous ihnn^thni at Zeyst. The last 
and the present wars have of (j«urje considerably reduced 
the number of workmen, by forcing^iminy of them into the 
army; hut, notwithstanding, there is no town on the 
»Khine in a more enviable condition? for every thing which 
can impart eontent^and felicity to man. It was a ciirions 
and highl}^ inWresting circumstance to see in Neuvvied and 
Andernacl), almost opposite to each other, the must mo¬ 
dern and the most ancient city on tlie Rhine, 'I’he price 
of freight upon the Rhine is rs^ther high : before the i’lencli 
united together so many yetty sovereignties it was much 
higher, owing to the number of tolls which were paid to 
each.; previous to that event there were no less than twelve 
toils to discharge between Cologne and Amsterrhim. 

We had a very good table d’hote on bomd, at a moderate 
price, abundance of Rhine crabs, exTeliciit grapes, and a 
variety of other fruits, which, as well as the most delicious 
bread I ever tasted, vve purchased at the different towlis 
where nr stopped. 1 Imd the comfort of being atientlejl^y 
au intelligent, animated fellow, W'ho had been flTtfie ser¬ 
vice of the immortal Nelsonf on board of one of the siiips 
which he commanded, and ai'tcrwards with tlie English 
a;my in Egypt, who oJfered his .services cm byrril the boat 
at a very reasonable rate. 'I'he richness, nogelty, anTl rna- 
js;sty of the scenery, kept me constantly on the roof of the 
cabin, from the early hour of starting till the hour of nine 
at night, wlien, for the reason staled, we always stopped 
at some town or village till morning.. In these stoppages 
we entirely depend u*)on the variable velocity of the cur¬ 
rent, not to say a word of the caprice of our skipper, or 
tt)6 influence which the residence of any pellicular fa vourite 
or friend might have upon him ; the conserjuence of vvhicii 
was, that we arrived at filaces to sup and sleep where we 
were not expected, and of ('our.se our patience was put to a. 
but nevpr to considerable trial. \Vitliin; three or 
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four miles of CoWentz, on our right in ascemvng tlio river, 
we passed a pyramidical matfsoieam, erected to the me¬ 
mory of the rrench ^neral Marceau, wlio disfiogiiished- 
himself at the battle of Monsland Savenai, and died of the 
wounds which he received at the battle of Aitcnkirttlien 
in J7y6. ^ 

At Bendorf, a romantic vllluge on ourl' fi, upon abrahch 
of the river, a terrible battle was foujtbt between the 
french army, commanded by G<vu-nd llocbe,* and the 
Austrians, Ri'ter the former iiad efieeted the passage I have 
belbre mentioned, from Itiie white tower, which, after a 
tremendous slaughter i^n Ubth sides, teiminated in tlie re¬ 
treat of the impeiiai tioops. In tho hriftle an c\traoidi- 
nary iiistaiiecof prow ess and entlmda-m of'ciirred, which is 
said to have decided the fate of the d.iv: (he I'Veneh had 
frequently attacked an AfiatriJiii n dou!}', the p^session of 
which was of great roiiseijueiice to tin i:i, an^I had as often 
bi’eti repuKed with great cai mice ; at last a French general 
rode up to the grenadiers commanded by ( aptain (Iros , 
and exclaimed, “ Soidieis, sivear to me that you will make 
yomselvos masters of that redoubt r’’ “ W'e swear,” re¬ 
plied Gros, holding up his hand, amt his soldiers doing the 
. same: they returned to the attack with redoubled fury, 
and the liiwoc became dreatlful: the French troops wen' 
upon the point of'ngain giving way, when their lender had 
liis right arm criishefTb}’ a giape shot, upon which, with a 
,smile of triumph, he grasped his sabre with hi» left, rallied 
bis men and carried the redoubt. As we turned a consi- 
de?hsi|jijarennder of the river by Neuendoilf, one of the 
grandest spectabics I almost ever contemplated opened 
upon me: the mighty rock <tf Ehrciibrcitsfein, formerly 
called the (iibiiiltar of the Ilhine, with its dismantled 
])aitcij£%-.:»«al*..'-.'iined castles, lose with awinl and nnex- 
amjiled majestj on the south; at its base was the palace 
lorineily belonging to the Elector of Treves, and tlie town" 
bearing the name of tlys wonderful fortification ; ami im¬ 
mediately opposite to it, as we advanced a little farther, 
the beautiful city of Coblentz nppcaj-ed. Here we were 
obliged to be separated from our horse, on account of the 
Moselle, which t|ischaiges itself into the Rhine at this 
-olarj i#»he mouth of which we crossed by the assistance of 
our boatmans’ ppics. Over this river there is a handsome 
vtone bridge of‘many arches, and formerly there Was ,a 
bridge of bttats from this city to Ehrenbreitstein, wbipb 
has bee4 ’^ost judiciously removed, and succeeded by one ' 
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t<f ilic flying bridges befure described, by which a i^ore 
^^uiiveniewt coimbnnication is kept completely open, and 
tlic navigation is «ot itnpeded| Coblentz is a ve.y ancient 
city ; Jt was the ^eat of the Romart emperors, and of tho 
kings «■ tlie Franks,.and a favourite rcsitledce of the arch- 
bislioijs aiid electors of Trevel, wiio, in ancient times of 
broil and peril, resided in tliceastie which crowns the mar' 
ii.siic rock'/rpposite to the city* Kefore the French revolu¬ 
tion there were three pa .sh churches, two eolleges, a 
clmrch belonging to the Jesuit?^ /our convents of nKinks, 
iloiniiiicans, c:armeliies, fianciswans^ and ctipucliins, and 
three nunneries. .At that period the population of the in¬ 
habitants, of the garrison, and.the vale of Ehrenbreitstein, 
was calculated at souls; atpit'sent it is not supposed 

to e.YCced nine thoii/aou. '^i.'iie city has many good and 
some handstmie^buildings, and is furtlicr rccoiniiieuded br 
its supplies of excellent mines, pit-coal, wood, and lime- 
Its best square is the ( it.mcHstacit; there are several haud- 
some hotels, of w hieh iho anci^'nt hotel, the v:tst rock which 
formerly protected it, and ih,e antiquity of its buildings, cast 
a gloomy grandeur over ibe whole place, which never ex¬ 
hibited so mucli gaiety as in the winter of 1791, when the 
French princes and their followers were nobly entertained 
and protected here by the Elector, before fliey m.ircbed to 
Cbampagne, to experience those distfsters which finally 
confirmed the overthrow of their devoted house, 

COELKNTZ. 

Coblentz derives its name by not a little meand<?f^orety* 
mology, from the confluence of the Rhine and the Moselle 
at its base. iVusor ius, one of the most celebrated of the 
Eatin poets of the fourth century, w^ote^fiv':...b^ndre<i 
terses in coimuemoraiion of this river, whicli, compared 
with the majesty of the river into which it rolls and is 
lost, is scarcely worthy of such an honour; the view from its 
banks is also iii an equal degree of comparative inferiority, 
and by the unceasing agitation of its confluence, it has the 
reputation of having •alarmed the tender nerves of tbe 
river-fish, of which the inhabitants of tbis^city are not sa 
Well supplied as the neighbouring towns. 

One of the most beautiful objects in this place is the 
new palace, built to the South of the city, close to die 
lUliae, by that splendid and amiable prince, the Elector 
Clement Venqelas; it is of brick stuccoed, to resemble 
stQo^ has a noble lopic portico, and including its wing»,j 
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extends one hundred and eighty yards. A further dcscrip-* 
tiorl <#’ its exterior, as i have made a drawing of it, and' 
moreover as it is now eonvert*d into an hospital, were use¬ 
less. Its grand stair-case, its apartments coiisisiiug/»of a 
chapel, an audienee-hall, co^Cert-room, library, efibinet, 
dining-room, besides an imin^;,;nsc lauinbcr of other rooms, 
excited the admiration of every visitor, by their magnitude, 
niaguificence, or elegance; Its fiiri?itnre, its inaiiiie-pieces, 
its lapesliy, and inlaid floors, all cofresponded in taste and 
splendor with the rest of Kie building; now not a vestiage 
of its consequence ot ofSginal destination remains, but 
w hat its walls displayed. Mo.st of tlic windows are brokeiu 
stuffed with hay, or further disfigured by having linen 
hanging out 10 dgy froVn them; the area before the grand 
front, which was formed into an clegantYrorncnade, is now 
broken, and its graceful plantation totally'desfroyed. A 
little way fnrllier to the southward, on the oppi-^ite side, 
under the iiupending rocks of Ehrenbreitstein, is tlie old 
palace, a soriibre Imilding, •\vhich the Elector Ciemeuc 
quitted almo.st entirely on account of its g!oom> and the 
buinidity of its situation. 

The Elector of Treves excited the indignation of the 
Efeucli against him very early in the French revolution, 
by encouraging The expatriated French princes to reside 
and hold Ibeir counter-revolutionary councils at Coblcntz. 
In September, 1794, General Jourdau, witli bis accustomed 
energy, compelled the Austrians to retreat to llerve, and 
to Aix la Chapelle, when, supported by the 
main body of the army, the French attacked all the enemy’s 
posts from Unienionde to .luHcrs: at this eventful period, 
Cjeneral ('lairfayt having occupied a strong position upon 
the JioitMy-i^isted the Fr nch fop some time, but their 
urdor and nitinbers at letigih compelled the Austrians to 
retire into Germany, leaving behind them ten tliotisniid nf 
their comradt s, killed ^r taken prisoners, in the short space 
of three days ; and soon afterwards a detachment of the 
French army, under the command of General Moreau, en¬ 
tered Cobleiitz as victors, Cologne being already in their 
possession, and^Maiuz, or Mayence, the only city in the 
oQMassion of the allies on the left bank of the Rhine. 

F was informed by some French officers who were in the 
boat with me, tlmt the society in Coblentz was very ele¬ 
gant; that aoDf^tilter of families lived in splendor; and' 
also, that Hditi^paite Imd continued with some modiflea*. 
||ons, <lit‘ collcge.s, and most «1‘ the public institutions, 

d 
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which Ihe Electors of Treves had at various times estab* 
lished in that city. The vast and celebrated inona^ry« 
called in Germar# Karthaus, fr La Chaitreuse, sitnaWba. 
ahigii^ouniain, ip the neighbouihood to the west of Cpb- 
lentz, nNom which the countries of Treves, Mayence, Cologne 
Darmstadt, d’Anspach, s^d Wied, may be seen,-is conr* 
verted iuGp ttfi observatory, and a place of very agreeable 
recreation. 


EHEEBraWtSlTSllBlK. 

Upon roy return, in descendwg the Rhine, I had an op¬ 
portunity of more closely aceiajg El^nb^eitstcin, which I 
was enabled to do froib the flowing circumstance: the 
Rhine schuyt was uncoinmonly crosvded, and late in the 
evening we arrived At a hamlet oo the light b.ink of the 
river to slet^p : tiie house in which we were to pass the night 
was not able to furnish beds more tlian baiely sufhcient lor 
the ladies on Iwaid, which at once determined a Fiench 
officer, one o! the party, who ^ad not placed Ixis head upept 
a pillow for three preceding niglits, and who v/as a wretch¬ 
ed invalid, apparently in tue last stage of a decline^ to 
hunt nmoogst the cottagers for a tidier, to whose miserable 
sounds this epitome of his nation, with severglbiher officers 
and petty German merchants, danced till the dawn of day, 
pour passer le iemSf and the boat was ready to ritoceed. 
Having found by moon-light a nook in a peasant's nest, in 
the most romantic situation under heaven, i lay down, and 
never awoke till an hour after the bopt had departed,^^ 
wbi<.h dilemma I was obliged to hire a punt w'ith<eiw'o‘pM- 
dles, and by the assistance of a couple of sturdy peasants 
evertofilc the passage-boat, which lay off Cohlentz, during 
which 1 visited Ehreuhreitsteiu. At iN base there is a 
pretty town and an exceflent hotel; opposit^Jo the palace 
is A walk of tunes, close to which was moored the electoral 
state yacht, or barge, in shape and size resembling out 
Lord Mayor's, but not quite so gaudt. The ascent to this 
stupendous rock, which is eight hundred feet in a peiptu- 
dienlar line above the*level of the river, is by a very nai- 
low, steApi^ and winding path: the noble fortification on 
its sides, and the castles, arsenals, barracllk, and batt eiiesi 
upon its aumriut, from whence the eye lan behi»ld“t(l^ 
mmiotains of Lewraine, the inCandecs of tiie Rbinei and 
i»e countries through which it flows to a vast distance* and 
which the beholder might almost think he cotild step 
lolb the clouds, are all foofless and dismantled. The citadel 
CAKR.] n 
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was erected by the order of the Prince Bisliop Ilerroan 
HilUa us, in the 12th century, upon the ruin:, of an ancient 
UoiMn building. ”i, ' 

In the centre of the square, or parad© upon the, t^,. was 
formerly mounted the celebrated cannon, called “toe (Irif- 
fon,” as w'ell known to the Ciermsyis as that calledQueen 
Anne’s pocket-piece” is to the English. The former merits 
the national pride which it has excited. It Wius cast at 
Frankfort by order of the Elector, Richard Gicil'tnklau, 
weighed tbiity thousand ..pounds, and was capable of pio- 
jecting a ball of one ^lumired and eighty pounds, to a dis¬ 
tance of sixteen miles. Close to the touch-hole there was 
the following inscription : “ Vogtd Grief bcis ich, meincm 
guadigen herrn von Ttier dien ich, wo er mich heist gewau- 
ten, da will ich Thoren und mauren'^erspaken. Simon 
gos mich, 1528.” In English—“ Grillbn ms n'lv name, 1 
serve my gracious master of Treves, 1 shatter gatis and 
walls, whenever he commands me to exert my force, binion 
oast me, 1528.” 'This rock was supplied with water from a 
well 280 feet deep, which occypied three tears in digging, 
in the year 1481, and has a subterranean cominuiiieatiou 
with Coblentz, dug out of the-solid rock: the fortress was 
justly deejuc’d, when properly garrisoned, iinprognable. Jii 
the time of thefivvedish war, the attacks of eighty thousand 
French troops on the southern side of it, and of i’oity thou¬ 
sand on the northein, could make no impression upon it: 
however, still maintaining its invulnerable character, it w'as 
l^ ^tined to bend to a foe, before which all local advantage 
is us2T?ft.-, and all enterprize unavailing : after bravely sus¬ 
taining a blockade for a whole year, by the troops of the 
French republic, the garrison having endured with the 
great est foit itude almost every description of privation and 
misery, were' obliged to surrender to famine, aud capitu¬ 
lated on the 28th January, 1799: soon after which the 
French covered this mighty rock with the ruins of those 
ivondeiful fortifications, which had employed the skill of 
the ablest engineer to complete, and which, but for the 
want of food, would have defied thb furce of her assailiug 
enemy to the end of lime. The thal, or valley below, is 
Justjy delebrateS for its fertility and romantic beauty. 

Soon «^^r our departure from CoWciUz, we passed the 
island d ^^ ewerth ; and a little further on, on our lcft»the 
diseiali^^mcDt of the river Lahn, which fiews betweesi 
two ajMMn t and picturesque towns, called the Dpper.an# 
where the Rhine forms a cunsiderablet 
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carve, and expands into the resemblance of a platfid lake, 
•adorned with two vast mountains, one crowned with a 
hoary watch-tower, and the iJase of the other hall encircled 
by Jiwvi.Uage, and the whole adorned by llie captivating 
CoinbiriiHtions of forest scenery, rich meadows, and hang¬ 
ing vineyards and orchards, ^midst which, half etnbt)Soaied 
in their foliage, the peasant’s peaceful dwelling every now 
and then* gladdening tiie eye. This lovely view was soon 
exchanged for one of gloomy magnificence; before we 
reached Etoppart, we entered a nfelancholy dclile of barren 
and rugged rocks, rising perpendicii^arly from the river to 
an immense height, and throwing a shade and horror over 
the whole scene; here all was silent, and no traces of man 
w'ere to be found but in a few dispersed fislieniiens’ huts, 
and crucifixes. Fdar and superstition, “ when :he day has 
gone down, add the stars are few,” have long filled every 
cave with banditti, and every solitary recess with appari¬ 
tions. 

Jn the course of my passag<* I frequently, ^len the boat 
came very near the land, sprung on sliore w itlj two or three 
other passengers, and varied the scene by walking along 
tlie banks for a mile or two, and during these excursions 
had frequently an opportunity of admiring^the D^-tonishing 
activity and genius of the I'rench, who nave, since they 
became masters of the left bank of the Rhine, nearly 
finished one of the finest roads in the world, extending 
from Alaycnee to Cologne, in the course of which th^ 
have cut through many rocks impending over ril^, 
and triumphed over the most formidable obstacles Nature 
could present to tlie achieveuftnt of so wonderful a design. 
This miigiiificent undertaking, worihy of Rotne in the most 
shining periods of her history, was executcdjiy d,v. I'rench 
troops, who, untler the direction of able cngiilcers, prefer¬ 
red leaving these monuments of indefatigable toil and ele¬ 
vated enterprize, to passing their tinu?, during the cessation 
of arms, in towns and barracks, in a state of indolence and 
inutility^ 

The somltre spires of Bo[)part, surrounded b}- its black 
wall and towers, presented a uielanchol}^ appearanee to 
the eye, relieved by the rich foliage of the trees in its \issit- 
nity, and the mountains behind it irregularly intersected 
with terraces covered with vines to their very summits. The 
antiquity of this city is very great; it was one oi the fifty 
places pf defence erected on the banks ot the Rhine by 

• V 2 
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Drusus Germanieusj and in the middle age* tpb* an impe¬ 
rial city- , 

Isot tar fn m Boppaiy we saw, on the rigiit bank of the 


river, a procession of nuns and friars rerurniiig to'^;on- 
vent, the belfry of which just /x eped abo\ea noble avenue 
of walnut-trees; they were s*igint>, ano their voices in¬ 
creased the solemn etl'ect of the suirounding scenery. We 
put up for the night at a little village, amid mountains half 
covered with vineyards, tufted with forests, and chequered 
with convents and mined fastles. The evening was stormy, 
and a full moon occasibnalty brightened the scene. 

1 have before mentioned the ^oellent accommodations 


which I every where et^perienced at the difi'erent towns we 
stopped at. Although at the last plaj^e where we slept 
there were not above three or four houses, and wy were not 
expected, we had an excellent supper, and‘clean comfort¬ 


able beds. After our repast, as we weie drinking some ex¬ 
cellent hock^ many of the company present con municated 
the object ofHheir voyage, dnd amongst the r< st an ele¬ 
gant young Frenchman, about nineteen, who had charmed 
us all the way by his politeness and inexhaustible flew of 


spirits, told us, to my no little surprize, that the object of 
his excursfion t^.t.uild not admit of his returning when he 
pleased, for he was pn his way to join part of the French 
army at Maynz, or Mayence, as a conscript, for .vlncli he 
had been drawn ; and as his father, who vvas a man of for- 


Ife^c at Aix-la ChH[)f lie, but was very fond of his money, 
w^ld »c'- put himself to the expence of paying the substi¬ 
tution money for him, “ par consequence,” said he, with a 
smile of good humour, “ il m'e faut aller en personne.” file 
told us that he had no hopes of raising himself from the 
ranks buT^y good conduct and equally good fortune, al¬ 
though his uncle was a general in the service, and coni- 
inauded that part of the army into which he was soon to 
be incorporated. WlKmever we stopped, he bestowed his 
money with liberality to beggars and chambermaids, al¬ 
ledging, that as be was about to be a soldier, he ought to 
live, when he became one, on a soldier’s pay, and that to 
have more till ijS'^as promoted, would only make him un- 
Tfl^hfortablc ; adding, that on bis arrival at head quarters, 
he should oiSier h noble dinner, jand give his clothes to the 
waiters, aiid surrender himself up to the captain of his 
company. He neither blamed the cruelty of his father, 
the tyranny of the consci iption, nor repined at his unlucky 
fate,'but filling a bumper, exflaimed, ‘f Tout ce qu'il niie 
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fant maintenant, c’est, de devenir bon soldat." AH that 
1 have to do is 1^ make a good soldier,” 1 never 

saw a point more easily and comfortably settled in my life, 
Our'Wusig conscApt had the best wishes of os all, for bis 
hiipfhiiess and speedy promotion. This elastic spirit of vi¬ 
vacity seems to be the cvriiinjon property of every Frengh- 
m.in, and never did it appear more striking than in the 
followmg*ci:euiiisianccv Upon an English surgeon some 
years since visiting an h' spital at Pans, he saw in one of 
the wards three Frenchmen wbjT had received some ve/y 
severe eontusLotis by the fall of a scaffold a few days before, 
lying ill bed; upon approaching them he found one dead, 
anotiior dying, and the one in the nyddle sitting upright in 
the be d, tiddling (o,several invalids, who were dancing at 
the foot of ;t as well as they were able. 

After a rel'rcshing sleep we were ealled, upon the first 
iiitiinalion of the day’s approach, and early in the morning 
ariived at St. Cioar, alter passing by the ancient gothic 
i('W(T of Wclmicli, tlie wldte and venerable palace of 
‘Titui iilnirg, crowning the ufoiintnin behind it, and through 
inos oelicions and 'loniautic scenery, every wlicu profusclv 
onibeiiished with the hoary remains of piety and war, under 
llie various tints of progressive day. In a^inutf after the 
boat iiad stopped, all tiie passengers disappeured V' attend 
matins, it ticnig Sunday, and left me to gaiie in Jimazement 
u|)ot! the stupendous rock of Rheinl'cls, or the rock of the, 
lilniie, which rises most majestically behind the town, ajiir 
supports tlie remains of a vast fortres.s whicb hears^cs name, 
atui w hich tlie French demolished in the last war. This 
fortress was next in strength t?) that of Ehrc.ibrcitslein ; it 
was in the year converted from a convent to a fortress, 
by Count Dicrher Ic Kiolie. In Jfiyc the Messians, who 
were in possession of it, made.a gallant defence, In adcd hy 
Colonel Coerz, against the Frencli, wlio w ere in suprerior 
force under the command of the celebrated Mau schal da 
Talinrd, wlio was compelled to give up the siege. In liie 
last war it experienced,a difiereni fate : the Freiuli troojx 
took quicr possession of it, aad though it ranked next to 
Flhreiibrcit8tcin in strength and advant.'ige^it p;ii'took not 
of the glory of .n similar resistance. .41 the loot of tfiftf' 
enormous rock is it large barrack lately built, but now de¬ 
serted. 'I'bere was also a ilying bridge here, but it has 
been removed. 

KOCK OF RHF.VNFEIS. 

Ip a buy of the river a litfle bclore we approached Oher- 
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wcsel, there is a vast rock, which the passengers on the 
river never fail to address, for^tbe purpose,of hearing their 
own voices very closely imitated by its echoes. Almost all 
the way from St. Goar to Oberwesei, we Were envirouffh by 
erforinous dark rocks covered with shattered fragments, im- 
pepding over and embrownirij the face of the river with 
their awful shadows. The gloom of the scene was enliven¬ 
ed only by a tew fishermens’ huta-here and there inter¬ 
spersed, protected from the intense heat of the sun retained 
by and reflected from the'rocks rising above them, by the 
foliage ot scanty groups or trees. This melancholy defile 
prepared us for Oberwesei, a venerable city, filled with the 
solemnity of ancient churches and deserted convents, lu 
the time of the emperor Henry the Seventh, this city was 
an imperial one; afterwards, and till the Frenc^ seized it, 
it was in the possession of the Elector ot* Treves. The 
church of the iVlinorites had once a fine copy of Rubens’ 
Descent froKj, the Cross, by a disciple of his, whx'h upon 
enquiry 1 found had been removed. JV’otliing can exceed 
the beauty of the situation of iliHs town ; the scenerv to the 
south ot it is luxuriant and rointmtic beyond imagination. 
Close to it, rising from an avenue of stately walnut-trees, 
is a prodigious«pek, supporting the celebrated chateau de 
Schoenberg, which gave birth to the illustrious and antieiit 
family of tiie name of Belmont, afterwards changed for the 
Ge/man name of Schoenberg or Beaumont: this place and 
neighbourhood abound with slate quarries, imme¬ 
diately -tipposite, on the eastern hank, lofty mniintnins 
cloathed with hanging vineyards, and attended by the usual 
association of mural ruins p’erched upon their pinnacles, 
wpd of monastic buildings projecting from their sides, or 
rising from t^4lr base, presented their majestic forms to the 
Tth ine. From Oberwesei we crossed over to Jxauh, a for¬ 
tified town a liule away further to the south. Previous to 
this we had kept, during the whole of the passage, on the 
left hank, in crossing the river we passed close to a large 
massy fortified tower, or fort, standir\g in the middle of the 
Rhine upon a rock, called the Pfalz or Palatinate. In dis¬ 
tant times the sCountesses of the Palatinate, when tliey 
Vffe far advanced in that state which 

** XjsuUeS' w'ibli tu he who'Iove their lords^” 

used to remove to this insulated spot of gloom for the pur¬ 
pose of lying-in ; afterwards it was used as a state prison, 
and a place to watch the vessels ascending pr dcscendiqg 
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the Rhine, to*prevent their eluding the tolls; it is now dis¬ 
used, but not likely very soon to run to decay for want of 
inhabitants. Eiuhusiastically* as I admire the scenery of 
this piMt.of the Rhine, I think I never saw a place where 
man orVygman would less prefer to be coiiJi/nJ ini than the 
Pfalz. ^ .1 

At Kaub, a very ancient but neat town, which stands at 
the base of a lofty mountain, in a handsome inn close to 
the river, we tasted some delicious wine, the produce of 
the neighbouring vineyards, for which we paid about ten 
pence English the bottle : and wJ! wcae regaled gratuitous};^ 
with some of the finest grapes, which a pretty girl produced 
as naturally as pipes and tobacco are introduced in similar 
places in Holland. 'Hie vineyards ofObcrwesel, Kaub, and 
Eacharach, and the two bills of V'^ogisberg and Klihlberg 
near the lull city, which abound with blue slate, produce a 
vine reinarkiible for it^, odour and muscadellc flavour, and 
form one of the distinguished vine divisions of this enchant¬ 
ing region. * 

Upon leaving Kaub we jrrocceded through a scene of 
iranscendant liclmess and beauty, where our ears were de¬ 
lighted with the solemn choruses of the inhabitants of the 
villages returning in large crowded boats fiv m their 
churches, and the bells of the convents,“wliiie the shores 
t>ii either side were enlivened by the peasants in their sab¬ 
bath dresses going to or returning from their respective 
places of worship. At length the hoary battlements 
Eaeharaeh open upon us; part of this town slopes from tue 
vine-clad mountain behind it, and the remainder^ close to 
the water. This town is also»very ancient, tiud as a proof 
of its antiquity, derives its name from Bacchus, to wtioin 
tradition relates an altay was raised upon g ruck in the 
centre of the Rhine, indeed we might liavc supposed that 
he had been’(Worshipped here’ in all the nun vellous pomp 
ascribed to liis original adoration, jyid that his priestesses, 
by striking the earth with their thyrsi, had enused rivers of 
milk and honey, and wine to flow. 

This insulated roek’was admirably adapted for bearing 
upon one of its trees, if ever one gn-vv upoy it, those little 
Wooden or earthen images of Bacchus, which from the. 
smallness of their mouths were c.died Oscilla, and viere 
considered as so many walch towers, from which ihe god 
might look after the vines, to prevent their receiving injury- 
1 know of no situation where he could have pcrlormed ius 
tutelar duties better than iusthis very spot. 
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The vine here has been long celebrated for its excel¬ 
lence; the Emperor Venocslas preferred four fuder of this 
wine (a fader is equal to thr^'e hundred dnd sixty gallons) 
to ten thousand florins uflered to him by< the inbahi^^ts of 
Nuremberg, to redeem their sequestered privilege; and 
even Pope Pius the Second Cmpofted for his table a fuder 
of this wine annually. These' are illustrious authorities in 
favour of the Bacharach wine, but,the best is its .flavor. 

IVontiug the august ruins of the castle of Sannek, the 
Rhine presents the tippo.irance of an ample lake, and the 
mountains, which bisherto were numerous and lofty, re¬ 
cede as we approached the pretty village of Drgeckshausen, 
a little beyond which the river expands, and forms a noble 
curve near Asmanshabsen, at the fqot of a forest, ceie- 
brfUed for the convent of AulenhauseVi, much frequented 
by devotees. Asinanshausen is known for \he fane blcckef 
which it produces^ 

Nearly opposite to Ruppertsberg the navigation of the 
Rhine becoiTfv.s very much irnpeded^, and rendered haeard- 
ous by some vast rocks whmh ^ust raise their iieads above 
the surface of the-water, and which our boatmen informed 
as had frequently occasioned the loss of lives. Here the 
country again becomes rude and rocky, occasionally co¬ 
vered with forest oak, and profusely ornamented with 
dilapidated castles. 

A visible change in the scenery to which we had been 
i^customed, commenced as we approached Bingen : the 
mils rethg farther from the banks of the river, more mo¬ 
dern towns, yet occasionally chequered with the remains of 
antiquity, attract the eye, tbj tiees of the fore.st succeed to 
the vines of the mountain, and in the room of stupendous 
rocks, lich iR/.‘adows and corn fields present their novel 
charms. ‘ 

BtNGEKk 

, Bingen, which I vyited upon my return, stands at the 
base of a lofty mountain, on the summit of which fhe an¬ 
cient castle o? Klopp is erected: the river Kobe disem¬ 
bogues itself by this city into the Rhino, over which tliere 
is a handsome ^one bridge, called DrusUs, from its having 
ilua reputation of having been constructed by Drnsus Ger- 
mauicus: this confluence of the two river* enables Bingen 
to carry a considerable trade in Rhenish wines, stain, and 
timber. 

RUDESItEm. 

As the shades of evening deseended, we passed Ehren- 
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fcls, and a little before nine arrived at Riidesheim, where 
wc Slipped at a very baDclSoine hotel, and drank copiously 
(jf its wine, which is said to (|e superior to every other part 
of tl^ Rliin^au. ^Very early in the morning I visited the 
reniaie^’of a very magniliecnt casile, which has the appear¬ 
ance ol a Roman origin : this opinion is countenanced by 
(lie strong cvidcnc'^s of"* thc/sanic cliaractcr which attach 
to ilic anliipiities to be ibuiui in towns within the Rhin'gau. 
'J lie siinalion oF this august ruin, wliicli is close to the river, 
is coniincnsurate to its gr.nticurj the town of Riidcslicitn 
huge, clean, and clicerfiil, a^id ^las few of those fea¬ 
tures of awi'ul gloom which cliaracLcrixe several of the 
t itles on the lower sides of this river, which here widens 
to a great h'cadUi, and is dotted ov'r with luxuriant little 
1 .land-. I pon ■. :,i'»rt'iig tills town we were more frequentlv 
re'ardcd tkun ,v.-• had been before, by the obstructions 
whicii u rraci - pn cting into the river, and islands, offered 
to our towing lo'i. -, '.viiu, witli the driver was i'requently 
belly (hep in itwtder, whii^li t'i’ien forccffoiwar boatmen 
to the te'dioi. • ■ ictiiion oi their poles. TTIic towns of 

lleiseiiheini, *1. ih'.rtl'.olomtsV, tiiui V. ini.le, presented tin 
same spright'.v . 'td tig'i'eoable a'-'pecl as lliitieshcim. I have 
observed ihtit many towns ir, the iihingtiii arc of Roman 
derivation in eorroboraliou o!' which, ma.Uiyofrf fTl-.ir names 
•ire umiueslioiKibly o: as \\ inkel i.»m Vinicella , Eltvil, 
from Alta Villa.; tiiul J.la'ch, or as the Clcrmans pronounce 
;t, Li.rrii'kc, from I.aiireacum, Jcc. / 

Al ter (piitling ' lildesKeim, the noljlc priory of St. Joha'.»^ 
ncsherg, prouiliy phiced upon the summit mi’- a vast 
nioiintain, surrountled with ilbigcs, Inurdets, convents, 
iiunueiie.;, and other stately Iniihiings, and having a back 
ground of di-Uint hills covered with vine., commanded the 
• tdmirii'.io;! of all on hutird. This priory ffi^s founded in. 

I iOC.!, bv l^thard, second archbishop of Maycnce, and 
ht ll;ie.. dyvidtating war of thirty years tinder G'ustavus 
•Adolpliii^ wAs razed to the ground.* The land was after¬ 
wards the abbot of Fuld, who rebuilt it in its pre¬ 

sent mbd^'style and afterwards it was given to the late 
RrinceOningi; ns an indemnitv,. and now forms a part 
of-the rich territory of the Rrince of Nasssu Usingen. In 
iii ^ve oj cellar btdohging to the priory, several thousands 
•of hogsheans ,of. the choicest wines are kept. The red 
hJecker of Johannesberg is celebrated all over the world^ 
tuid is the ynicc of the vineyard of the priory only; but 
the ftnes^t pr?«luce of the^Rhingau is frum the grape of 
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Jismanshausen, Elirenfcis, and Kiidf.sliciin/ and' pHriini^ 
larJy of some very small vineyards coiitignons to ilienv. 
Called Uodtiand, IJanptber^', and llii^teilianscn, nidett 
rank the liiqiicst; aiu| in tins el.isS also are includyl ilie 
numerous viiievimh on the steep hills ui’ I'inpefi^^n the 
opposite shon’.. Thfi second clavs eiiil niccs tliv vines nl 
Rothenborg, rieisenlifim^ al^d K'apellgarlcn. 'J’he third 
class inedudes the grapes of Joannesberg, and tin' Ful- 
disclie Selilosslterg. I'lie ffiurtk, the vines of ll*iHenl)eim. 
and Marker llrunncr. The (ifllv, those of the cloister ot 
Eberbach. Sixthly, tho'C of Kitterieh and (irafenberg; 
and the seventh, tlidst' of Iiaaentlui!, and the hills iuid 
spots adjacent. All these classes aic iiieinded in the dis- 
triet of the KUingaii. 

The celebrated lioclc, is the prodiitj-s of the vineyards ef 
Hock-beintj or High-home altove Mayeivee, pi the eu.'t- 
ward. f)f the grape, that c;dle<! the Ueislinee, the longest 
known to tliest regions, ratd<s the highest ; the Orleans 
grape, ihe^range or red Ijiirgnndy, anil the lannhert. 
occupy the hc.\t phiee in llie p'.ddie e.timation ; and the 
Aliiscadellc and Klcimb‘'rg wlift-h are liccpicntly enllivtited 
in private gardens, the third. 

We still continued our eoiir-.e on tl;e left h;ink of tlie 
Rhine, aive' parsed hv many heaiililiil villages, iind the 
handsome town of llalteiihcim, Erbtich, Elfeld,^!Slein- 
Taeimerhof, Meder or l,ovter \^ .ilianf, where antient 
Churches and convents are intersfM'rsed atnongst many 
i^indsomc modern liotises. fVc reached Nieder Wa!lani'. 
the lastlpwii of the Rhingau to tin; e;ist, iiiid afterward.- 
Schierstein, a jn'elty ton ri where, ti,-, onr progress was s<j 
t'remicntly debited by tlie tnrnieron.s islands which lie elose 
to the bank, in company with ii very pleasant and intelli¬ 
gent German,* I quitted the boat,eiiid wtdked to iJiherich ; 
the day was remarkably Kne, :ind onr road lay through 
luxuriant corn and pasiure liclds, vineyar'Is, orchards, 
every where profusely e.dorned with castles, religions Iioitses, 
picturesque cottages, and beautiful clialeaus, I'gllkitl which 
the vast forest of I,.aiKiesw aid extends to an ialr^'tense dis- 
tancer at length the nuuteron.s spires and tlie lofty towers and 
palaces of Alnyilnce open upon as, from the opposite side 
of-the river, ^.aud had a very venerable,, iiud majestic 
effect. 

BIBEKICir. 

Our cntnitice into an avenue of notulv a mile and a half 
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'ill Icni'th thickly lined with walnut, apple, pear, mid plumb 
•trees, loaded wit|i fVtiit, uniiyiiiu ed our approach to ,Bibe- 
riclu llie superb palace of the Prince of Nassau Usingen. 
jIs Il/iade a drawliiir of this |)al!icc and the adjacent town 
wlieii jVlosccudcd tlic Ifhinejitnd the boat was la a centcnl 
part of tl'.e river, it w>!l bti unnessary to describe it. *1, 
liaf! no lime to view the apartments, but my laquaisinfoi^- 
iiu’d me, fliat they wer»'•raud and furnished in a princely 
inatincr; tlic town is mo eru, small, and very handsome. 
As we skirted (nyelheim, we.\.’’ft; iulbrmetl that the illus¬ 
trious ClhailMinayne, the gr.-at pro'totype of Bonaparte, 
selet.'tctl this place for Ids favorite residence, where he 
bidll !i qiiiigiiificcnt pahice, whkii was supported bj' 'a 
hundred eoliimns rytriudian niarhlc, and had an imineuse 
number of,apartments, in which synods :ind tlie most im- 
j/i-vtaiit coiir.ciT; of state werelieid-: tiiat Ills son Louis le 
Deboiiniiire died hrokcn-heiirted here in consequence of 
the relit llioti^ of his sons Ijolhiii ius and Louis. 

Not a vc.-iige remains of this ce!ebraji;*i^tre to prove 
that it once cxisteil: but hi ilie life of Louis Ic Debon- 
iiaire, Niecllvts thus consecraUs this'buildimj;. 

■'CP O 


}\r iik* siin'i ni-ftitil jimpo i’limlnn 

()n)utii'' vts' >is Luiuliu^ ft (iapiUns. • 

(It)niii‘> ilta piMt'L, cpntiirn pertixa coluniois, 
Q\)n vani tccra<|iu‘ luultiiiioila, 

Milli- atiiiU'. rcthitis, luilit u?quL* fluubtru domoriiin 
./\fra artiliciinPiiW! nuitui. 


Xo doubt is entertained tlia* tlwt august prie once embel¬ 
lished tins spot. Charlcinayne could not have chosen a 
jihice more advant;igeou,s with I’cgiird to hi^ politicid rcla- 
i nms, or im^c beanttiid in richness anil variety of scenery, 
vvlicre .Nati^i everv where siilutcd him witli wine, witli 
fruit, and ewiy desirable protluction of a gcuiiil soil, fit to 
make soul of ;ih -emperor. 

fiitniGv. oi- no ATS. 

'than an hour after (piiidiig Irigelheim wc rcaelicd 
Cassel' iiHinediately opiiosite Alavence, to which it coin- 
nycfhifut.es by aii ania/.iug long briflge, tbriiied ol a moveable 
platform, piacetl upon tiffy-six lighters, two or three of 
which difuv out at pleasure by means of ropes and pullics, 
to open a passage for ve^.a.U ascending or deseending the 
iihiiic, and is three thousawd eiuht hundred and thirty feet 
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long; one very similar to this was built by order of Cliarlr- 
inagne at the same place : here our voyage termiiiaicrl. (M 
account of the search of ih^i custom-hi'iisc olliccr.s being 
very severe on the French side, the pissi-ngers |irgfcr/iicii)g 
landed at Cussel: where all the hustle of a [lojiyliifus city, 
and a great military station, Wresgiutu itself, 'i'hc bridge 
was crowded witli beautiful f.nd elegantly dressed women. 
French officers, soldiers, and varioti,s otlu r [<eisotis, in car¬ 
riages and on foot, going to or retuniing from iMayence, 
which, with its venciahla cathedral and s[)iendid b'didings, 
e.vtending themselves'.al(A/g the riv( r, had a very grand 
effiect. Our luggage was searched by a Oermaii f nstom- 
house officer, who beliaved very politely ; and I tn-. iteded 
to agood hotel in Cas.«fel, and gat dow^j w ith se\ei ' ereiich 
officers to some e.vccllent refreshments." 

■ In my description of the Hhine as 1 asrrfnb d it. T have 
from the desire of not iatigning my leatb r, 'Mtly noticed 
the principal towns and objeets, some of wbieh i vi.siied 
then, and 3ti\‘.';s on my ret urn. 1 felt uiysnif ti'ttitidaiuly 
rewarded by the imptirtilleletl hviiaty tind gi.-indetir .o' ihosi? 
scenes, which so oi'ten e.xeitcd my tidiitirtition tiiitl amaze¬ 
ment, for any little ineonvcniencc, timl perlittps ^om(■ little* 
liazard, to^ which I wtts oecasioiitilly e\i)fi''etK tind J reui t t 

1 f ^ ' . • -.** ' . r . . O 

that 1 can only'convey a very tinpeileet iiitpreNsion o! 
them to those who ‘have never had tlie good fotluiie to 
form their personal opinion of thetn. 

K ' ' 

W A YEN OF.. 

Ilavtng’oeen previously Wtitiietl not to ;ittctnj)t to enter 
^layence, which, :is it is nov. ineoiporitted with I'liinee, 
1 shall call by that name, on account of tlie unitstia! 
rigour exercised by the police towards .strangers, in eon- 
•geqtience of rhe city* heing ti gregt iniliiarv ('y jtbt ol' the 
Frettch on the Khine, tind the' greatest skill <>«. their engi- 
n’ee|f having been lavi-hed on iltt fortifK alioiij, l.wascou- 
t€tnj»,ip.fievv it from Cassel, and to receive sLj^ittle ue- 
coupl of it from a .very iittclligent German, wd^^had resi¬ 
ded there .some years, as we looked upon ihe e.iil^Vom our 
hotel window*.. The eleetortil p'^laec, of red briclysliy tlie 
side of whiclt tlie Rhine flows, % here Ilontiparti’,/rtcided 
during his slay, in'>layertee, in !S04, pi;#»eftted*> v^y 
noble appearanecv Tlie dome dr eathedrtil, which rose* 
with awful di^F^y before us, is a vast gothic pile, having 
four unequal toiftefs: it had once a lofty spire, biti-a thun¬ 
der-storm, maitfjr years since, beat it down with lighieitiug. 
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and burnt a considerable part, of tlie edifice. Few 
bavc siillered rhore than this Lw the ravages of war; most 
of civil and Sacred builtrings have been at one period 
or another damaged or destroyed by cannon, the ruins of 
which !»tiU remain. My intelligent friend informed me th/ll 
this city was celebrated J'or f»e great beauty of its female 
inhiibitanis, and that before*lie Ffench took possession of 
it tlie clec’torul court tiisevv a brilliafit lustre over tbe place, 
wliicb was utirivalled by atiy city on the Rbine for its 
itaiety, elegance, and splcnd()r; ebaracteristics wliicb have 
tiecii impaired, but far from aiinTliilifted, it contains col¬ 
leges, lycemiis, a liiciUre, and ball and concert rooms, all 
of wliicli continue to b( well attended. 

Mayea(\', fruin i^js having been* always considered as 
one of the gieat bulwarks of Germany, suffered most 
dri'itfUiilJy ill flie last war. In October 1792, General 
f.'ii.'-iiiie compelled it to surrender after a slight bombard- 
iiient, and under bis administration the inaj^ity of the 
inliabilauts who did not fly entered coi'dii^ji<^ito thd views 
of the i'lcnch revolutionists : he augmented the fortifica- 
lioiis of ilie city, and [daced si strong garrison in the.sU- 
dmilis of Gassel, wliicii luis always been considered as a 
jiJjicc of gre;u importiince, and raised a numj^fij^''' redoubts' 
:ui(J batteries there. In July, 179.'’.. th* Prussians, after 
.seizing on Gustheiiii, and defeating an army under Ge- 
neiiil llonchiiKl, wbicli wsis marcliing to succour tbcj 
garrison of Mayenee, reduced both that cil}' and Cassejjl 
the miserable inhabitants of which endured the greatest 
borrors, and many of ibe finest and most venerable build¬ 
ings of the former were fired,»aiid nearly destroyed, during 
the siege. Merlin, who acted as one of tlie commissioner*: 
to the Freueh army during the siege, stat^ to the con¬ 
vention, tli'irt such was tbe scarcity of provisiVns, « pottnM^ 
<ll' horsc-jksiMud been soldt at tnv, and a dead rat at six 
tuid that'fivcCtliQusatid men had perished in defence of the 
place. AltWugU CustinB had no choice left but to capi¬ 
tulate, Biiufcre, by bis report of the siege, led to bis being 
deaounc^ and decafiitated. ' During this siege the palace 
of th^/.wovosts suffered terribly; the celebrated clectoial 
pulagercallcd La Favorite, and seven cliureTies, were totally 
jJjs'fToyed'; atv^. scarce a house escaped without being 
'pierced with caimon balls. Mutton sold for sixty sols a 
pound, and beef one hundred sols; and at last bell-metal 
imd paper money were used. 



f58 . CARm’s TRAVEIW 

« 

'J’hc rrench were higlily indignant at the loss of so im¬ 
portant a place, and rcsoivwl upon attempting the reco¬ 
ver}'of it from its victors, as soon as tlie mighty objects 
which claimed on all sides the activity and energy .of tlicir 
iglcrs and generals, were accomplished ; and acectfdiiigly, 
in June 1795, the i'rcneh aniiy again blockaded this de¬ 
voted city, during whjbh it lu-siained a renewal of its suf¬ 
fering, from which it\gain was ivlievt^d by thc'.sueces.'.ful 
operations of M arescha! Clnirfayi, at, the head of U;o jAus- 
trians against the revoliii'ioiiiny trwps, ivlio jjcrc attacked 
and routed upon tliV; heights ol’ Mornbach, wben the 
Maresehal appeared before IMayeiiee, attacked and car¬ 
ried the entrenched camp of tlie enemy, upon wliieb the 
skill of their ablest cii'gincers liad be«ii exerted for eleven 
months to render it invulnerable. <iciKial Schatil, wh{» 
occupied this strong position, on the reliA-at of !<jin(liin, 
with fifty-two battalions of infantry and five regiments of 
cavalry, \v^ obliged to retire with gieal loss in cannon, 
ainmunitiotv'avd men. In Aliis bonii)urduieiU some 'J’yrcl 
sharp-shooters displayed their wonted skill in an .unazing 
inauuer, by killing, from the banks of Ciisscl, several 
French oflicers with their ritie-|)ieees, who w'cre walking* 
.on tlie raom^ts on the opposite side of the river, tlie 
breadth of which' 1 liave.already aset rtaimcl by tlie length 
of the tloating bridge. In the heginniiig of tlie year 1797 
-ii better destiny smiled upon the I'n-ueli arms in this re- 
l^ion, and .Moretui and lioebe made both sides of the 
lR,hine*resomid vvilli tlicir victories, when the troops which 
garrisoneet Mayence, to prevent the entire and unavailing' 
demolition of the city, relintfnislietl its possession, and the 
French remained masters of it. 

A’^oluraes haite been written npop the superior pretension 
ofMayence to the original ipvention of the of print¬ 
ing;, and to transfer the honors of the discovery from Luw- 
ij«ace Coster of Uaarlgm to John GutienburgJa ettizen of 
thy place. A vast deal of special pleading be«ii ’dis¬ 
played on both sides; and, to use a jockey pnyase,tWse 
rajcers for the merited gratitude and admiration xlf all vvlio^ 
foHow'cd them, yeached the goat almost “ neck anasjieck,” 
but the majority judgments givensappr£>priateAbe;grlor}r 
to Coster : his mode was the_ simplest, ^and iherefW} 
tjiouglit to be earliest; hi.s moulds were’made of wooa ' 
ijiiid imniovesibfei: and be stamped the paper only on one 
sidd : Ciittenb,m|; printed on both sides of the leaf yvitb 
Rapyeable mclSl types. 
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Tilt* extrcintty of tl)C bridge towards Cassel, apd all Uic 
raiiiparls and redoubts of the town, wliich aie very strpf)|[- 
iy fortified, wcrc^occiipied b\l iTeiich soldiers. W^ith twO’ 
(Jerman geulleiuei^ and a Dutch oflieer, 1 sat off for Frankr 
fort, eiglit slonder or hours, or four ( rorman Hiilcs, 

under a »corciiin;:^ suit, widely did not scenr to have an_y 
idiotrt upon a large ^.paiiy ofiuuuiks and luies'e-, and fol¬ 
lowers bearing the liost, wiio were ivaiking bare headed iu 
procession to a monastery whicli we had just passed, near 
which 1 left ilie canfage lo inal^e a sket<'h of Mayence, 
upon a projecting bank of tliT.' iMcr ►Maine, where I bade 
adieu u> tin; liliine. Our road lay Ihrough an avenue of 
walnut, apple, and p< ;!r titles, loaded with fruit, lo which 
{lassengcrs lielpetl ihonsclves wheiicvcr'inelination dis¬ 
posed iliein to do s'fTand by part of the lioclilK ini hills, 
ei'vorcd with ilij renowned vineyards, which produce what 
in Mnglinid is called old hock. .'\s niai'v a saint, high in 
su[if.‘rslitions veneiution, must have liati at hiisi leu scull-s 
and one hundred toe naiis, if n/i aibeiou hasbf off practised 
by tho-e who have e.xhibited tliein lo rbfr^'^hiloii-. in dif- 
terent eras and various n gions, so nothing short of the 
power .,t'iransinitting water into wine, could produce from 
dn se vitH'yards the imiin nsv‘ (jiiantity of wine whieii passes 
'iudi'f flu. title of iiock. Ceriaiti it is, *hat“TTTe greater 
quantity of wine honored with lliai, •name, i.s from tlie 
gra[)e> of both sides of the lower part of the Uhine, which. 


ill the district where it is produced, very old genuinei 
Jlockiieiin wine is sold at the late of tliree, and sometimei^ 


live, .shillings a bottle. • 

At the first stage we sto[>jK'^l at a village where there is 
a noble building np.)n tin einitu tu t*, coiiinninding a beau¬ 
tiful pros[>cct, wliieti .1 at first took for a ptdace, but it 
provctl to be a tobticeo ulantd’aetory, wan bon,se.s, and the 
residence pf the proprietor and his family ; the front is 
five htinijired ,feet long, and the whole e.xterior infiqitely, 
>nbrp,princely) than 15uckingham-hoirsc. After passing this 
plac^' the,’road became level, and the country presented 
corn-fipkls. 'pasture, and orcliards in great abundance. For 
many H)il,i'.s rourid, fhis eoqntry liact been often the theatre 
of,bosMii|)^,; and though Nature had lpr(|r since effaced 
iheu»-Tn!||ivp^Jj^j[y iiiiprcs.sions from her^^ticlds by reviving 
vd'diire, jft pripsinite cottages and battered convents dis¬ 
played tHp nturcih and ravages of the demon War 1 Happy, 
iltrice happy my own coimiry, where the sound of cannon. 
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is ^ver heard but to announce a victory, br to aughieut 
tHOf^aiely of some festive aucasioti. 

SUBURBS OB FRSltftFORT. /’ 

The suburbs of Frankfort are very delightful/ onrl after 
grassing over a draw-bridge,^and throiigli a deep' gaie-wav; 
■we entered tlie city, the stfects''of \yhieli were crowded 
and full of gaiety ai)#bustle, in consequence;, of the great 
' Butuinna) fair whiqli was lidding fhere. All th'e best inns 
were brimful, and with^great difFioulty the Dutch olheer 
and mysdf procured^ a si’isei'able double-bedded room, at 
an inferior inn, filled with petty merchants and their fa-* 
inilfes, whon^the spirit of trathe’ had led to tliis eelchrated 
^rt, and was hrdf»<;boakcd up with cases and boxes 
containing their merchandize. THIm town suanns With 
French soldiers, about thirty of whom sl^-pt ki rooms ad- 
joiping to ours, where they deported thciusi Ives \Vitli great 
order. My companion had just returned from ,tlie (.'ape, 
in conseqwiince of its surrender to the British arms, lit 
ipoke with ]*it)t', ;-.l rapture of. the gallantry of tlie Eng¬ 
lish troops. In Germany, as Tn Ildmmd, time is taken by 
tbe^fprelock, and at six o’clock the stiefedputzer, or booi- 
cleapi^, knocked at the door, followed by the chamber- 
biaid witfr^S**feomposition of frankinei nse and other gum': 
of a pyramidal shape, atid about an inch high, tnucli used 
jo German}', called a Il';iucher-kerz for perfuming rooms, 
which she jrlaced upon our candlesticlfcaud left sinoaking. 
^My 5||l@tcb companion annoyed me at this hour, first hy 
begging ihat I would hear him read one book of Milton’s 
l^uradise Lost, a little Fnglijh edition of whieli he had in 
his pocket, which he achieved in an incOngruoti.s melange 
of various languages; and secondly, by hegging me to lend 
thiiR niy too^h*brush for a few minutes, observing, that he 
',|Mreferred an English tooth-brush to any othcr^ and at. tb^e 
'jfdnte moment .applying it to his tcetli w illi yqu^!^it1|vciiiy 
brid gratification. After he had pai.d such c<M,i{tljuiciJl 
to English tooth-brushes, and had done me the honfipr or 
using mine, the letmt I could do wa, to beg that he wtould 
favour me with kecj^ng it for sake, with whii^ he was 
aiuoH’'pi eased, tujJil^oid’inglyTntrpdueed it %p@rty of 
combs and razorsT|E|Rts shaving-mise. to I'^ect* 

he was an-..agrccA^ uitm, and I am sUrc'S^jw^-mindbd- 
aoWier.which was lili lately inipwESt, is onc^' 
of,the mos'iT towns in Germany, and ms several' 

ifeipdsotbo it flaHy iRtld noble bjiildiiigs: it i» p utioifluily' 
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belebratcd for the splendor of its hotels, rvliich are re¬ 
ported to he the most magn^ficcni in Knr(i[)e, particularly 
th<>s(^ eailcd tlio Rothen irlaus oi-ll(,'(i ilonse, and the Ror- 
niakeneij, Kaiser Or Roman iinijjcror, witere the King of 
Prussia4o':lged when he visiic^i this town; and the Darm-* 
stader Hof, in vvhieli INiaishal Augetau atul his suit resid¬ 
ed wliilsA I was at Fiankfofi: so crowiied was the city, 
tiiat it wasavith great diilieuity and -oine interest i procured 
npartmeiits at tlie Weidea hoi, or Wiliow-f'oiii t, a second 
rate inn, but of great Our table d'hote, at 

which hi'twoeii two and lliree huinlrc*! persons ol'respect¬ 
ability sat down every chry. Was liel(l in a noble room; it 
was splendidly' served, raid an excellent L-ind seated in au 
elevated galicry, |,>ei;i's>rmed iliiring ifintfPrT 'i'he principal 
houses are ^uiit ol red and white stone: the cassiiio, to 
which ^was ailfniUed !<y a caril of introduction from one 
of tile principal bankers, is very elegant. There are also 
several other cluirs and assembly rooms. 'I’lia^ieatre is 
.spacious and very iiandsonie,'the perloj^j^i^fir were good, 
and the band is large ifiid s*lect. (Ipposiu to the tlieatre 
is a mall, formed by several rows of trees, which in the’ 
evening is much IVetjueiil^l. . . 

IJeforc tlie Rhenish coufedcraliun the was split- 

into two religious seefsy-''the Lmherans and Calvinists, 
which are now blended in jierfeet harmony by the liberal 
iuMueiice of toleration. A graiul discliarge of cannon one 
morning announced the cercinoiiy' of the members of theJ 
senate and the oolk ges being about to assemble in Rbmer, 
or town-hall, to complete the investing the Prince Primate 
with the sovereignty of the edy, the keys having been de¬ 
livered up before t) the represenialive iff the jn'ince, under 
a similar discharge of arl;Uery, agreeable lo.ccrtain proyK 
sions contained in the act of t.he Rlienisii eonfederalioii. 

Curiosity Liiduecd me to visit the place of this meet¬ 
ing, which is'a very large and aiitieiU. gothic pile, situated 
in a narrowlstreeS. In this building are several ehambei's, 
which have''been a[)|>lied to memorable purposes; one in 
particular, wliieli before the late revolution in the German 
empire, was used by the Electors upon the %ugast oc;casiou 
of making choice of a new Emperor: there are some good 
paintings in some of these* apartinentsi 'fhe ccrcuiony of 
the installation’ of the Prinoe Primate was over in a very 
short time; the mob, which was a small one, soon dis¬ 
persed ; and scarcely any one mentioned the matter three 
days afterwards. 

CARR.] Y 
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Tise catlicilral church of St. Karlliolomcw, wiiit-h o-^' 
long-s to the catlioucsi, is jijjotiu'r vruorahlc iclic; of 
quity : it is reportid to Iwvo been built'by Pepin, king of 
Franco, in To*'', eiirichVt] by Char!oi!if:-.,>;io, .uni pinn/toror.' 
by Lewis of Bavaria, on oorouiit of ii.i chiipior jwliu’ring 
to tlic Popo. Slranyc to relate,, aitliongli the eoroBation 
oi’the enitperor ti.->ed to take jJir.tre in it. theto i.s-r. <t o;n 
object within its walls, citlicr of saj^red sftlcndor, or moni! 
inciitul celebrity, worthy of noliec-:. in the year I?*)-’, 
when the French cineicd'el.is city a.-, eonrp.’.ercrs, ihi ir eoin- 
maiiJing officoi> wen'i n?jh great military' pomp to the ca¬ 
thedral; where, being ;ittrnd(d by/the sce.atois, llie eoin- 
mamler in chief elo^ed the ti(l<h< by ereiainiitiy, “ I'lidoj 
the roof of tliis v, rf ble tetnpic In^^e nm i-.aiiiy oi' you 
witnessed the eoroinition of th.e Ki'iii'Tfa of llie Ro¬ 
mans:” to wliie.li no tin.ater na.s givn. « “ F oy. .■ and 
reply to inv qitestion,” < xe'aijneti the, tginia ! v, eii -(ea.' 
waniiih ^^yea" Wiis hnniiy ntiswercd; ‘'ihen, ' icpiii a 
he, “ vou wrfk.e!evei St C iiitn mine in this- plate.” Till ' 
prophecy issued irdni ati oiae.U; winyyh po sC'-scd the nn-.nis 
of consummotiiig its prediefion. 

I was pleiiscd Avith tlie iidr, td'ho!:'.:!! it i'eil far i.e.ii of 
my expecUiiiiwi; tile piinelp.ai lioo; h w lil< ii v inc (Ufled 
Tiear the Riiirter; and ;ih-o p.arallel iih the ri'-'-r M tiint , 
formed a very agrcetilib..-.atii.! spriybtly .--titt!, ei lirely co¬ 
vered with canvas awnings;' liere till sorts ot goods, the 
\jirodtlCtion.s of vavii.tis p.aits oftlte globe, v.etc e>,p'u c'i t(,. 
sale; and lierewere also seveitd bia.-kscllers’ sia!i,,,wiior(.- 
the most “eniincnt works are sold fi.'ldcd in sheets, foj liie 
purchiise of Ics.ier increhatit in the irtide. No pn-s in ti'e 
world is so probnie as die (jeruian.—the-iiiitnlici j of itigeni- 
ous works wiij,ch d annually yiryb'ls, titnongsl wliieh are 
rrrany able prodiu tions, arc jistonishing. i was iisfoniicd 
that the fair had wasted aiinosi to nothing, iti consequence 
of the various injuries^jt had snsttiined Irom tiie war, and 
the severe policy of iiontiparic r»sp( cling tlnS introduc- 
tidn of English majjufaclorc, ve v itile of which' was to be 
found at this mart. Jn the priu's-.-Hins’ stalls, wliich used 
to be well supplied from the English school of. engiaving, 
were very few prints worthy of attention. 1 saw severtil 
execrable iift^ tiotis of some from the exquisite ['oncil of 
Westall. end of the principal street of'the fair, 

Close to tl^ffl^er, were rows of immense tubs, in wliich, 
iik^p Diogifg^j many poor German tradesmen and their 
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families very sagaciously eat and slept, for want of a bet¬ 
ter Ijiibitation. 

\ ATCOUNT OF Ol lMCNHACn. 

An cxrnrsio*! t?) ilie beautiful a j'J elegant little sovereign 
towti (fl \)dea'>ae!i, about file I'ucli'dt miles fjoin I'rawk- 
fort, enabled me to atKaire^ t! great |)rogi'evviiieh the 
(.tcrmmf.' have made in ilie ta-ndui art oiCari'.age-b'uilding. 
In a vcry'large depet r.*'<-arria.:' ^ tiii'if, 1 sau several which 
would have be-ui dete gui-leal their lig'iittiess and 

beauty in Loud'iu. ” i, oe ral (,i:ier fa'uri'.s, vi/. 

ol je’.veiiery, ]>o<'l<ot-i.,;f)!;s, e.i, •.,y ^ 'rtic Society 

ot this place, \. li' i e t/ue •..rinc- -v'.o its name has H 

bttle co'i' t, is \ my leiined aioi ^e coi^dishcil. ’j'iie su¬ 
burbs ol Frankfm vfirr' i'oruied ol l)t"milil'iil and ri'uiantic 
Walks an;! viuevrrds fiilivened by liandsothe C'lUntry- 
b(iu-c>^ <):! t*;e loud near the i‘ntiMii<.'c to the west, ad- 
juining the splcn’lai c'i'.ce'.ao o" '.Ir. Ijcatliiun, tlm eele- 
br.ited hanker, at '.vh.ose^ ro \o-iioi.i-e the |)re »i*t King of 
.Friisda bceame enaitiiyt/cd with Iti- a momimbnr, 

compiiscd of a ■( •lion's skin, ano ..-mblenis of war, 

in bronzi', lua !i' ont ol tint eaiinon taken by tlie King of 
I’riissia fiom tin* F^a it ;ii Maveiu'e, irioiinted upon a 
stone ped'stal, lisiY-ylVom :ui tiil.i'icial^ro-'hyvi,)on whieii 
tint inscriptions conrrfict.iiiratiVc f)‘' i^s liavi'ng been raised 
by Jh'iiice \‘i illiamsiadt to the mc.ooiy of the gallant Prince 
ot Hessc-l'niliipsthal ai'a.l ilircc linndrcd hrtivc llcssiar^ 
V, 1)0 pcrisiicd on 1 !iis s[iol, u hen the Frcmcli tvere obligml 
to evticiiatc the town in the year i'hcJ'lencli had 

taken (joiet pi '..ae.shjn tif it a few' month before, uiifier 
the conimand of (h'.neial N*‘uwinger and Colonel llouch- 
ard, when they i vied two niillions of'lorins upon [lain of 
military exeeutieui on ifce opiilmit classes•i.)!' the inhabit¬ 
ants. The most disiiiiguish('d peiso.nage in Frankfort 
Was Mareyeli:;! Angcrau, ■.viioiu 1 iVctiuenlly met. The 
lieroic valour and skill which lie di;»;)layed iti the campaigns 
ol Italy, marticiilarly at the battle of Arcole iind before 
Manlutiytunl afterv.igds in Gcniiatiy. will render bis name 
illustrious in the miiitai-y annais. of France: iic is a biglily 
polished and aceomplislied gentleman, Aiiid was equally 
ttdinired and esteemed by ibe inhabitants of Frankfort: 
he lived in a style becoiiiiiig bis dignity, witliout ostenta¬ 
tion, and was’upon all occasions very accessible. ^ 

Linglebach, Uie eelcbrateil painter, was. born here in 
i6s!5. His sub,cats were fairs, mountebanks, sea pros- 

t 
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pects, naval cn^ragemcnts, and landscape's, in which ha 
emiuciitly excelled. In company with my two IVieiuis 
from whom I parted at Hoileplatn, and who rejoined me 
here, I set of!’for Jliii'U'siadt. about ciglitedn F.ngiisit nyies 
fro'.n Franki'ort. We cr^)^s(■d a nolde ‘bridge over ihe 
Maine, and passed tlirongh ^ coiisiderribie, ands'f*srti(ic'd 
town, Caiied Saxenliaubon. t>nr mad, which wan -andy, 
was for a ( (iiis-derable way lified with luxuriant 'rv.rnci'v- 
grounds a.!tl vineyards. About four* miles from F’raiiklort 
we passed a plain oaken p(!.>i, about six feet high, upon 
which, under ;i |)aii;:id .-rar ;ind mown, was written (in 
fJerman'), “ tnoveicign‘i'l rritoty of the J’riiiee Primaie of 
the Klienish Cont'c.'.eiaiio,,.” I pon this road I saw lor tho 
first time, a great ip; ah: r ol" lilllc posts painted white and 
lUimbeiad; they aie mailed rainiite-jjftjis, liy whicli the 
pedestrian traveller is enabled to ascertain wiih great ev- 
actnes.s iIk' prcgiess he make" in his joni^nev. /. very 
handsome avenue cl'st.itely poplars, of nearly two liiigii'h 
miles, fcnnjj^fee afierom h to tlie <'it_v, v, itieh is nearly stii- 
founded by a ^'yv wail, not' cap.'hie of ailbrdiiig mtieti 
protection against an t lu mv. 'i'iie Xulrnrhs eoniam seme 
handsome houses, in which, as the firincipal hot< l in the 
■city was full, we Umk r-p our quarte- s at the post-house, 
a very excel4«aJLit‘!>- ') 

‘ PAItMSTADT. 

*V For a eppitid, Darmstadt is small, and its palace infi¬ 
nitely too large: of the latter the Emperor .losepli sarcas¬ 
tically observed, that it was big enongli to' accommorlate 
himself arid*" the nine electors. However, very litlle of ilio 
internal yiart is finished, and' most of the t. iiidov.s arc 
boiirded ii[). The (hand Duke ttml liis ftimily n side in 
a part of a new palace, projecting fjom the old one, look¬ 
ing loward.s tbe gurdmis. 'I'hat immense sii uctiiie ia built 
in imitation of tlie'I'buillcries, and surronnded i.iy ji broad 
deep dry ditch. "J'he hereditary Prince, who iilarried the 
youngest rhinghter of fhe house of lladen, and wlii|)se sisters 
siiarc the tlnones of Russia and Sweden, Inis e-'large and 
Jiandsome Imuse at a little fiistance from tlie oh! palace; 
exclusive of this nriri^'c, his Royal Highness the Grand 
puke, Loni.t the c-enth, has several other children. He 
is turned of fifty yeats of tige, is an enlightened brave, and, 
amiable priniitiS!, and a ech-bratcU engineer. He was the 
last of the Ocir^in piincc.s wlio in the last war sheathed 
yhe sword he: pM drawn against ihe French; a powcp 
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wliii'Ii d r, vation of lus dignity and his dominioa 

coiit.iol'i il (ii.,1 io (•oale'ice witli. Bonaparte, when tie 
wo'i o'iges i.ig toe Khcnisb (^'OiilVdcration, wished lo invest 
hiii^.viih ilx' u. dignity, hut tlio Grand Duke declined 
tiu; <irtci\ !)ariTi«»ta<U lias produced many valiant and dis- 
tinguis4cv ndicciN. Ai !i!e|[>araclo I had ilic pleasure,of 
seeing. C«cu ral Von \V.crncr, the governor of the city, 
who uHthe head of the chcvfuix legers, or light horse, per* 
formed pi' digit’s of vigour, in the JSctlicrlaiids in the last 
war, where in one halt lie was smTouuded by seven 
i'rciieli chasseurs, tVom whc^i.; l»e received the most despe* 
rate won.ids in varior.h parts of’Ills Kody before he surren¬ 
dered. 'i'iie late (leueral ^'on Lading, a name, on account 
of me heroie eourage of ihe poison to whom it belonged, 
for ever eiuuaiuied, the tueinofy-wOhe English who 
i-e|_^<'d in the last war in tile Low Coiinirics, in the years, 
lT!)e.wiis*l)oru in liii ; ilncliy. 'I'fic troops were good 
looking 1110 !!, and presented a soldicr-iike apjiearance; 
tlie iinif ii'iii of liie ollice^ of,' the infaiilry is,^hiue coat 
facv’d With senrici, a Vocked lia^^’ichly trimmed 

with de:'p silver lace, jf^id U'.s a very liiind. ane appearance. 
I'll" dr i .v ions W'Mr \f cade.'!, ;i Jight green jacket, and are 
Well iiiou:)led. d'h','i/!y >*i' ii soldier is about the value of 
tw(.pence a day. t^eiiil ciiptaiiis in the ariijy'.ne princes 
(princes .apj aii,ii>a.-,)J^/)',- princes of a iffitant branch, who 
Jiave but, little property. * 

I’hc [iiiiK-ip.d object to attract tile attention of a tra^ 
vellir is tile l''.Nere;erl):iui, or house for nianceuvcring tlit 
troiijis in the winter; it toriiis one side of the space of 
grinnid iilloited I'or the parade, is three hundreal and four- 
t.'cii Ivc! long, ar.'l one lnm«lrecl and fifty-two broad, and 
bus been erceicd about Ihirly-live yea-s. .The ceiling of 
this enormous room is jelf-sii[iported by viist and most 
ingenious tvoodcii I'raine-work, without thc*assisLance of 
sitiier pillar or arch helow. Above this ceiling are a great 
number of/niartincnis. lii a piirt nf the room below, the 
artillery o/ the Giiiiid Duke is deposited, which is kept iu 
high niilirtuy order. About four thousand troops can be 
niaiKicuvcrcd iu this room with case. 'I'hc gardens adjoining 
to the cxcrcise-house are laid out in the English style, are 
very spacious, tind would be very beautiful if the ground 
uiidulaied a little more; mucii laate has been displayed in 
tiicir arrangeineiit, and tlie lioiise of Uic chief gardener is 
very pretty. These gardens are liberally opened to the. 
pghlic, fprm the principal promenade, and were embel- 
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lislied on the day I visited tlu m vilh severiil lovely and 
eietrtiiulv dressed v.(!.iicn. fii oae part is a neat btir simple 
IKausoleum, (■’i-ectcd by orfl<'i| of i''iO(!cri<'k .ho (.jroai tu 
the nic-moiy of one of the hindgiiivino.-r bf Darnistad^, a 
jjiinooss rein,rrkahio for the po\vc*rs of li'or iiiiiidi and the 
ncjiniy of her person : iip^m \\(hieii is the followiifg elegant 
inscription, coiuposeil by that ]*nne/a: 

“Hicjacet Lndovic . Ilenrirrr, R.-’iidgrafia 
“sexu fosmina, ingenio vir.” 

IJere lies .Louisa iTeniietta, Landgravine of ITos.'-e, 

“a woman in lorin, in mind ;i man.” 

A short distance ffor.i I'ho gardt'n is .Vpaik in whieli wild 
Tjoitis aie kt'pt. for linnting. 'i'iie religio.i of tlu' dm liy is 
Lniheran. The atiairs of tlie state are echidneti/.' !iy a 
court of regency, and other eom ts, eoinpioi d of loun- 
seHors aliAU^a president, who *'/.,Tulale tlie miliiary, tid- 
niinister the digest . tile fii’ij.'nee, and iiifieiintend 

all matters that relate to rekgiotV; 'I'hose wlio com¬ 
plain of “ the law’s delay” in Lnghind, would he spi-e- 
«i!y reconciled to the taiflity oi'ilstofogress nr re liny to 
coiniucncc a.&Liit in German}', where Vt e.xeiied eoii,.i<h r- 
able stirprize tiiat*'the procrasiinatidi^ of Mr. Hasting..,’s 
trikl, wliicli lasted seven ijcdr.i and three months, sfiouUl 
'tave caused any rnurinurs atinmgst ns, th.at jieriod liehig- 
tRonght a moderate one by almost every German. i,ivi,:g 
in this ducliv is very cheap; a bachelor ctm keep a horse, 
dine at the first table d’liote, aticl drink a Imltle of wine a 
day, and mingle' in the best* circles, upon one bundled 
pounds per atinuin. The society in Ifarinstadt is very 
agreeable. As iho minds of the jneti and women tire so 
highly cnllivitted and accomplished in Germany, every 
party presents some mode or other, equally delightful and 
blameless, to nmke Tinv* smile, and to stiew oWt ins pas¬ 
sage with flowers. Lite country round Darmstadt, is 
very hoautifnl, and aboitnas with corq and vtiri.?ms sorts of 
fruit-trees, which arc fre(]ucaily nnproleeted by any 
fence, and tlie- ^ommon path winds tliiough avenues of 
them. Amijimgsl other dclieioua fVtiit, theie is a red plumb 
called zvvetifthen, peculiar to the south of Germany, 
•which grbyigs. in great richness and luxuriance in this 
duchy.* A^.a'proof of tiie profusion in wliieli it grows, in 
one of niy rambles with some friends, I met a boy laden 
filled of them, wifo sold us IbO for some 
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little pieces, aiiiountiria; to a penny Eiig-lisli; anil tlje lit¬ 
tle rogue looked back with an are!) smile iis we separated, 
as i^’ he had matie a highly piolitril>h- hargain. As I was 
walking,ill tiu? ptincipal stnac ui'th a iViend of mine, I 
Was stnrf,\!v with the ■following expression : “ Look at that- 
ofHeer; would yon helieM; it that with so tine a pin'son, 
and ll- niind to conespond *vith it, he has received (a'O 
hmkels?” , My surpri/,e,at the expression was dissolved by 
being informed, that when e lady leiuses an osier ol' love, 
she sends the luckless ios<T a ^itle h-isket a,s a token of 
her disiiielinaiiou to rceeive l*i.' 

lipe.n niy return to Ihiitdii'ori, part.of the Frenelt army 
rnsheal in like a torrent on hi way to ;>ive ilie Prwssiiins 
bailie. HI lad raiiK'i), very bal'd alf tljij»^iy on which the 
a dvan ce guard entered ; lint every soldier, althoue.h co- 
vereiP^^tir iii*d, and wi t to the skin, went, (rr ratlicr 
tliineed, singing merrily ad lli.' way, to ilie lioii-e where he 
was to he ipiarteieil. 'I'idsj^lv has been dreadfally drained 
at various limes, by the ^inicfise number lenT’h troops 
vvhieli havi’heen l/iil(.Ll''fl uyoii the inh.iW^nts; atone time, 
thev iiad (iftv llionynid to support, and to supply witli 
arious articles' of^lytiaTiliiii.g for six moiiilis. Every 
bouse had a eert'iinVilumher hilletled upon them, accord-" 
ing to its size and th^Xpulcnce of tlic iiwiily. U[''h> their 
march the I'rencli air as little eucundiered as [lussiblc; ia, 
their way they cmnpel the j'armeri butcher, baker, &,c. to 
furnish tlieiu wi^ what tliev want, for wbich notes art/ 
given by the [Jroiier officers, if they have no cash, to the 
seller, according to the price agreed upon, wifieh is ge¬ 
nerally a very fair one, and* which the [raymaster in die 
rear of the army discliarges upon coining up. 

As the gathering tempest prevented me from penetrating, 
into the south of (Jeriuany beyond Dannsunlt, 1 a(;()lie3l 
to M. Baelmr, the French minister, for permission to re¬ 
turn pour rhunger to Rotterdam, the way .of Brussels, 
Antwerp, ice. but tlie old, .shrewd politician, in a vtiy 
crabbed trianner rel'used, and ordeied me to kee[> on the 
right bank of the lllTine. il'hus was I obliged to retrace 
my Steps.; however, it enabled me again to contemplate 
the sublime and beautiful scenes of the Rlfine,,w'itich 1 did 
itt a boat, the cabin and roof of which where crtirrimed 
witlt#passengers to variods cities on different sides of the 
river: tl.e wind was tigainst us, hut tlie stream was so strong, 
ofwhioli out boatmen availed them.selves bvi placing the 
vessel transversely, aiid^ without rowing or totting, in two 
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@ays and a half we bade adieli to our voyagcni'S, a littlfi 
^Ibetpre we reached Cologne, .vvlicre we landed at :DenitZ', 
and retrod our steps, which enabled me here and t,here 
to correct errors and ’ supply omissioiic. At \yesel wc 
arrived at half past six o’cloi^ in the evening, atid found 
the gales shut, which compelled us to sleep up.on straw at 
a little iiiu in the suburbs. At six' tlie inornir.g, we 

beheld a sad ma.ssacrc perpetrating by the engineers and 
soldiers of the garrison, iipuii all the tiees in the neigh¬ 
bourhood that could conceal or assist tin enemy in ap¬ 
proaching the town, ahd ft-.r a similiar reason several htnises 
la the suburbs were aiarkcd for destrueiio'.i. Sueii is the 
coaimenccinet of the hoirors of war! The I'lus^i.ins were 
expected to lay^ia^^e, lo this strobg’y fortified town in a 
few days, which induced the .Craixi ituke bl' Berg, who 
■was in the citadel at the time, to htivc rceViursc T- these 


severe prepaiutions. 

After pursuing our route thriu^igh Amsterdam, where the 
great fuir*^iis hoWing, during \?iJch the Dutch character 
became absolutel^Lvely, through -ydeu and Roitcrdaui, 
at the last of which we were sadly annt,,ved about our iieccs- 
jtary passports of departure, whioli t^^ip^ire the signature ol 
.the-King’s sccretsiry,at the Hague, ajid the countersign 
oT a Hutch coniufii Joner, appoinU ti^'during my absence, 
•for such purpose at" Rotterdam, ip consee|uence ol' the 
french ainhassador’s power over such nia,tiers having been 
withdrawn, we at length, like hunted har.j», arrived at the 
spot from whence we started, viz. M aeslahci^-sliiys, where, 
after undergoing the vexation of more forms and ceremo¬ 
nies before onr old friend the commodore, on board of 


his guard-ship, we einbaiked in the identical dismal galliot 
wliich brought us to Holland, and after expecting every 
moment an order of embargo, we got out to sea, where we 
endured no common misery fo'r six days and njghts, after 
which I landed again upon my beloved native country. ■' 
This is Mr. Carr’s eohclusion of his interesting volume. 
After the ample analysis which we have giveii-faf'it, any 
remaiks of a ciitical nature wf>nld be superfluous. The 
singular enterprise, that of travelling in an enemy’s coun¬ 
try under aa assumed character, the * risks of detection 
which he enCWtjnieji’cd, and the great variety of iDfofmatioa 
which he has ou^this occasion laid before the publicjkall; 
lead to enhatscj^jis hicrary reputation, and tb place hint 
amo'dgst the ioforiiied, and most entextftining of 

moj^ria tuuri^^ 
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STAtE OF FRANCE. 


&tate of f'rarice diinn<' tJte Years 1802, 1803, 1S04, IB05j 
,‘tiid lSO(j; comprising il IkscrS^ion of the Customs caul 
Mariner:- of that Couutri/, togelmr with Observations on ils 
Govcriimni!:, Finances,'Fopii/atiov, Agriculture, Religion, 
Fahlic Schools, Conduct lucvards English Frhoticrs, and 
Internal Commerce.^ iTo tcluclhmi^ded, Anecdotes tend¬ 
ing to delineate tke'Character of the. Chief of the French Go- 
li» T. VViLi-iAMS, Jisq. 2 vol. small Svo, 
()[). 420. Price I2s. pHUji.u*s, 1807. 

Whe N the observation of all Europe** tixed upon any 
purtieiilar nation, from i|ie ftdventiUous success with which, 
it.s arms and its polil^:ur^)rojecls have been attended,.^all. 
authenticated accoui.|s of such V country are peru.^ed tv.ith 
an ea'Jternc.ss and interest that seldom a^gch to teinporaty; 
puhlication.s. —The i^-lhor before us ij^ had most hampie-, 
opportunities of aci^ring, with correctne.ss, the iufoniia-- 
tion which'he coi^iunicatcs.* He is the gentleman who-W 
was detained tliry^years in France by that atrocious act of 
iS’APOLliON, vVfiicIi rendered all British visitors•!;! a state 
of imprisonment; and wo also find, that Mr. \Vii.i.ia.ms 
is the person who was indebtefl lor his liberty to tue infiu- 
cnce of the celebrated Dr. Jennek. 

Altbougb, as the anthex- most candidly artrajt.'-, the stib- 
jecton which he treats is of <he greatest imponaiu e, yet 
some small allowances must be made for liie iceiings under 
which he may be supposed to liave entered upon it. Iraving - 
buffered a caotivily of three years; he, however, professes 
to speak of twe countiji on a broad scale, and allows ihat 
there may be numerous excejitions trom his general deli* 
nealion of the French cliaraoicr. 

The work is wtitlen ihi a scries of letters; a way ulncli 
ntapy readers prcicr to tli'e continuous narrative. From the 
fifSl letter it appears that the author set off froth Soutliamp., 
t(Sh in June, 1802 , on a journey of pleasure, through a 
part of Fradbe, and went u|ia.ceompanied, .nol being ah^ 
t<i: persuade a friend or two, on whom he had ri.\ed, to joth 

WltXl.A.MS,j A- 
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hioi. To one of these fiiends the following Series of com¬ 
munications lb addicbscd: 

Rouen, June ]9> 1^02. 

It was my intention to give you a 'description of my 
voyage, as soon as I had set'fool m the Fiench Republic; 
but on my arrival at Havie-dtj-Gnlce, I fou.id it abbpl'itfly 
necessary to make so many arranKements witlun a short 
period, that I postponed it till I sh^ld reach this place. I 
can easily conceive what astonishment you will Icel on the 
mention of these airangements, but I think the 

wonder will cease when they are laid before you soincivbat 
in detail. Fiist then, in consequence of my having had 
little or no sleep on b^ard.'he pacljOt during the two pie- 
cetUng nights, I feltVa'ier making adie.uty breakfast d/« 
Franfnise, a strong inclination to take- p ('^session U‘d 
that appeared, vciy invitingly, close to ilir tableau which 
■we had taken our refreshineiiA. , I know \oiir Fai^lish ideas 
will not^Wiactly coincide wifli wqpse winch the inhabitants 
of this country*(SQtertain, iespcc|mg the situation where 
tihey most fiequcntly make tbeiF (ii]‘.t'daily mi al; and I con- 
less that so much national picj,'*tktVsull u mains in my 
composition)^ and when I i4n obhgVlfio lollow their eu'.- 
toms in tins re«pet;J,, nothing but a fiee eirciilalion of air 
can in^the slightest degree reconcile u.g to it. After having 
revived mvsclf with a comfortable nap,|and paith sueieed- 
N in driving, out of my hca'd the senXtion of the ship’s 
motion, my next concern was to get my., tiunks passed 
through tb-e custom-house : and heie I must pause lo re¬ 
commend a lesson to those,gentlemen who exercise the 
poiresponding functiwns on the Biitish side of the Channel; 
confident that, if they weie to shew the same attention to 
foreigners f received from thV Ficnch leveiiue-ofiiceis 
at Havie, our nation would be lisssubjeci to the accusa¬ 
tion of a certain brutality of manners, for which they aie 
^ present famous thro&gnout the Continent. 

These pressing concerns being dispatched, another occur¬ 
red which, in the eyes of nlost,tIavelleis, appeals peculiarly 
interesting; the denvery of a letter of intiorluclion and cie- 
dit to a banker.v This then was my next caie. If all together 
are not sdffipient excuses for' my postponing to write till I 
arrived h^, you must allow ige to qdd, that the fatigue of 
the styimmiug in my hei-d, produced from the 

mojlioQ bf wie vessel, and fhe sudden transition fiom Eng- 
4 iapaers to manners totallyithe reverse, produced s.ucft 



T|t4ROV)6H rRAHGE.' S 

« confusion in my mind, that it was impossible io Collect 
^ay ideas sufficieiilly to compose a which might at all 

pass for bein^ wiitscp by a man in his senses. 

HsiVing endeavoured to make my peace for not imme* 
diately relieving your mind frotg some htile anxiety that I anl 
tiware it enteriained concerning iny crossing the Channef, 

I will-do what I can to make you amends by an ample de¬ 
tail of my voyage. My,last concluded by informing-yod 
thaA the captain of the packet-boat began to grow very im- 
Bafienl for oui rie|>ariure from Soiuliumpton. As I was thd 
last peisoa to go on board pre*vio-(I? td our sailing, 1 com¬ 
plied with his wishes the moment I had concluded my letter 
to you ; and about three o’clock we were under way. Being 
a very bad seaman, I nePiame<l*N>Ll, ^aj g:ht wrapped up in d 
sail on the deck; and, hard as I found my bed, I verily 
belTl!T»c.*^at tleep would have closed^ my eye-lids, had it not 
been for tne snoiing of a tat jnonk, who, notwithstanding 
his unceitaiiuy respecting tljg? .fate w'hich awaited^him in 
France after an absence of elwven years, ate, drank, and 
slept, like a pig, the wliol« vtjyage. J Wif^therefore obliged 
to con-ole myself by c^iumiplating, surely, the finest moon¬ 
light traiKjuil night li^t evef sent from heaven to sootilt 
a sleepless mortal. Inic whole of the next day we searccly 
moved through the water; till at leeglh a nic^ breezd 
sprung up about cigb^in the evening, sfiid brought us into 
Havre load at midiJght. In eonseqnenee of the latenessf 
of the hour, we vvew not pei milted to land before the morn¬ 
ing; when weyreeeived permission fiom the eustom-honsci 
to ',o on slioie. The entrance into the road was Extremely 
fine, tlieie being a great numJber of shiiis ronnd us : the 
beacon on oui left added mucli to tlie'picturc.sqiie appear¬ 
ance of the scene; while the coast of Noigjandy .it a dis¬ 
tance, and the pier immediately on our riglft, fcTined a 
semi-ciicle tiuly pleasing to the eye. 1 learnt that Iwd 
gentlemen oh hoard the packet were,going to Rouen ; and 
as it is a inueti pleasanter method of travdiinir, to be one. 
jn a party of, three in a post-chaise, thim of half a dozen in' 
the diligence, 1 rcadilf accepted the proposal of joining 
them. We ihcrefoie agreed, after allotting the greater* 
part of the day to seeing every thing wor 4 li*ob«erviition at 
Havre, to pioceed on our journey the following' morning*. 

There is very little to airest the attention ot the trayellef 
ip that place, except a fine bason which is on the point of 
|}piog completed for receiving an additional number oF 
to load in; a vork ^hich will da honour t<y dtfe' 
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nation. The town itself has a most miserable appearadde j 
the streets being extt'emelv narrow, and the houses very 
high and badly finished. I went into^the principal clyjrch< 
which be.iis the appeal ance of extreme ^poverty; as, nuiing 
the late revolutions, the city'cns have been impious enough 
to imagine that .ill their silver saints would be uioie useful 
it melted down to pieces of tix I'lvres, and that tlieiT b^lla 
would }ing belter in the shape of gro'-sols. 

At five o’clock on Fnday morning we started from Havre, 
on our load to the place,from vtdiich 1 date this; and were 
very much pleased at tflft'coflunencemcnt ot our travels, till 
we leai hcd Haifleur, a small town about thiee leagOion 
out way. On the light of our loute, we had the most 
beantilully extensive.siip^'ot the twme, bounded, by the 
coast ol Lonei Noiu andv, including Haifieiir; a ferule 
tract of country lies between the road anrf th&tiivcr, 
while on the left a gentle dmhvil^' is coveied with gentle¬ 
men's seats and gardens. F\ery moment thcie was some¬ 
thing tcTcall forth an exclamation fiom each ol the pait^ : 
and notwithstandlT.g the kePniy?ssiof oiii appetites, we weie 
much amustd till our aim at ar l^dbc c; anothci siu.ill 
town, about three stages ayd a ffttlfc mmi Havie. 

The entrance into Boibtx is veiy p/cluicsque, as we pass 
through*aisoit ofk.iavinc which is cxtieintly lomantic. 
During our breakfast at this place, w^wcic waited upon by 
a most lively I'lcnch giil, whose viv.iJeity and fieedoin ol 
m.anner gieatly suipiized our I'a'ghsli mmipamon, it being 
his first visit to tins countiy. In no ic-.pet’f'^lo the hu ncli 
differ 1 1 oifi us so widely as in the titatnienf if I’l'ii .cr- 
vaijts; for though it veiy wioly orciii‘ in England that a 
master is accused of unng a domcsiic with <Mti>'‘lty, jet we 
are fai fiom peimiiting that fainiliaiiiy which is tonstantly 
found tieie between the head of* a famiij and I,is attend¬ 
ants. 

From Bolbcc we prpt'’cded to Yvetot, where we dined. 
On the load we passed over a fine chainpaiii country in a 
high state of cultivation, and afloidiiig the fan promise of a 
most abundant harvest. A melancholy sensation is pio- 
duced by contemplating the number ot gentlemen’s seats 
Dow in luin^ wlnlch are passed on this load ; formerly the 
property ^f 'fhose who weie obliged to foisake their coun- 
try/of^io have become the victims of the guilloltne : and 
thlHl^^tion is still augmented by beholding what was 
prclKPy’dnbe the abode of niunifieence and hospitality, 
nowBbupied by a labourer, ol: peihaps the icsidenceof* 

0 



tin arti'^tr on hiiqiies.* Wc al^o passed a convent wbicli is 
nVw a part of the national domains, and inhabited by a 
farmer v\ ho rents the land abonj it. \’liithout incurring the 
lish oSi being accusAlxif irretigion, •wc may safely conclude 
that its prcbcnt occupier is as ivorthy'a member of society 
as was mi'iiv a one of his idle pjedecessors. 

The road from Yvetot to Rouen is not particnlaily in-' 
teresting till we reach Marome, the valley of which is ex¬ 
ceedingly hfautiful; it rlicailed to my mind scenes which I 
had beheld in South Wales. If we had, ariivcd a little 
sooner in the neighbourhood, oiy view of the country 
would have been considerably iiioi^^xfended^ but our loss 
was amply compensated by a tint of aombie red, which the 
departure of the sun had thrown over the surronnding ob¬ 
jects. It is impossible »o conc'5l<'w^te pumber of country- 
hoy^PS which pmbellis*h this charmi^ spot; as it appears 
to be tht |jii?blii#n of every pcrfllir^gaged in commercial, 
pursuits ill the city, to have a^rlace wtierc he may breathe 
the pure air of so delightfuj a valley. We afrived here 
about nine O’clock, very much**plcascd with our dfitrance 
into this place, >pt sonimvlyit fatigued,'^hd posscssioiG^ 
sliong inclmalion for out^uppei. 

Path, 1802 - 

Wc reached the capital yesterday evmin%, after passihs* 
through a most^eli^itful country; a acsenption of which 
you shall receiy’injnuc orderj^after being made acquainted 
with the town and, its environs whence my last letter was 
dated. ^" 

The same picture which I scut you of Havria-de-Grace 
will be tolerably faithful in ,soine points with lespect to 
Rouen ; .as there was very little attention paid at its foun¬ 
dation, cither to the width of its streets or the regularity of 
its houses. The place however has been mutlymproved of 
late years,, by two beautiful foWs of trees on each side of 
•a rond that dearly surrounds it; an advantage the more felt 
by its iO^l^itants, as this was form'erly the site of a ditch 
which added very little to the safety, and much lci;S to the 
salubrity of its inclostre. 'IThough 1 am not an adcocate 
for the preservation of relics, nor could ever reconcile my¬ 
self to the superstition which so powerfully reigned in the 
ci-devant Gallican church, I own ^hat on entering the vene- 
-rable cathedral of Rouen/ 1 felt a sensation of ar^ct and 

e Brick-fHeficr, literally an ar^l in hrkhs: in France, tren the shoe, 
blacks call tbeirndves artists. 

WILUAMS.J 
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commjseratmn at beholding the ravages which had been ’ 
committed by the villains who were at the iiead of afiai/s 
during the sanguinary reign of Uobespierre. Its architec- 
tiiral symmetry they fortunately could not easily dcfflroy, 
otherwise this would certainly have met with the same fate 
as the superb paintings and "costly ornaments for tvhieh the 
edifice was former!}’ so celebrated. The cathedral was^lis- 
ttnguished also for a bell call'ed Georges d’Ambnise, w hich 
occupied a tower built from emol^menfs, produced by the 
sale of indulgences granting the permission to eat butter in 
Lent. This famous beljj(thr largest in France), and a very 
extensive set of musical chimes, have met with a similar 
fate the bells of Havre, and oihefs in the ropublic. The 
pilferers, I believe, had modesty to leave one bell in 
each of the chnrchps' 4 f 'l^m ibis coinloscension was not the 
effect of a religious ; as their ^>Iacc.s pf-y.-itbiic 

worship were, till the estabi; hment of the coii'^ulcEe, cither 
occupied'by troops, or wholl^^, plosed ; and the bell was lelt 
to sound, the, tocsin to the hbrr'brs of their diabolical sysleiu 
oOpurdcr. 

i^l^c other edifices worthy of attpntion in Eoitcn, are, the 
ichuirch called St. Ouen, whieh/,,s a noble monument of 
i^othic architecture; the (|(hl palace;^au ancici't edifice in 
the Place la Purelle, on which we perceive, in ius-relief, 
the, meeting of Fnrjicis I. and our lltuiry VHI.; the palaia 
de Juftiee, the custom*house, the change, the chambre lies 
comptes, and the different mrfrkei-placesv 

\ou have doubtless beard of thc .bridge^of boats which 
connects the two banks of the Seine at llou^i. 1 need not 
say that sp singular an object excited much of my curiosity, 
and became the first to w hich i paid a visit after niy arrival 
there. It consists of boats about the size of the coal-barges 
on the Thtnncs, fastened together with chains; and the 
road over them is aciiiallypat’crf, so that carriages pass with 
the greatest safety. This; idea was suggested fn conge- 
quence of the riverls 'being .subjc(;t to great floods, which 
, had previously carried; away a bridge of stone. The.present 
communieationjs stilt often impeded in the wiinter; as ,the 
peoplg arc, obliged to open d passage for the ice, which 
othwfwise; would destroy the boats. This bridge was erected 
in-the 3’ear IhSft. 

: It the ephrse of my rambles through the town of Rooest, 
chance? conducted, me to a square in which I could not help 
blpehibg fcE the credulity of my countiyriieu .5 it- was the 
spot'where thto sacrificed thetMaid of Orleans, Joandf 

' ■ 4 
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Arc, from whom it is Aamed.* After examining the statue 
yreeled to her*memory, and to perpetuate the cruelty of 
Mesnieiijs les Anglais, i hurried fronf the p]af*o ttith (I need 
not add) sensations far from eiiviable^.^sensations which are 
verySiaturai for cAcry Englishman to feel on seeing this 
monument of the Superstition and cruelty of'the nation to 
which hc» belongs, • 

. Here is also a iniracuhjus well, whi*^ ■ fit was pretended) 
Sprung up on the very .spot where the Maid was burnt, im¬ 
mediately nifter the exwention; but unfortunatdy it came 
some minutes too late to extinguish the fire, and prevent 
sueh a horrid catastrophe. 

The inhabitants .of Rouen,’ mo^^ particularly the mer¬ 
chants, have snfTered greatly by the revolution. These 
latter, to which class the princmal inhabitants belong, have 
had, in addition, to.eficoiintta i{x,A'Hiculties of a war that 
ha ""i^rly piinihilated their camni^r'C ; the port now, how¬ 
ever, begins to hear the appesuftlitSe of returning prosperity, 
and promises an ample recowtpence to the industrious in¬ 
habitants. ' ' 

In eonseqnenoe of my two fnlow'-travellers bein^ obliged 
to depart for Paris bcftire, I had satisfied my cmiosity itj 
Rouen, I suffeied ihenl^to proceed without me ; and did 
not resume my journey till the^lst instant, with the inten¬ 
tion of meeting them again in’the metropolis. And now, 
my dear friend, I cannot sufficient!jt-lament my iuabilitv 
to describe, eitheiylvlih my pencil or ftiy pen, the beautifij 
scenery which perpetually presented itself, as I traversed 
tlie banks of the Seine till 1 reached this great-city. To 
enumerate cstth individual spot where I was delighted by 
the prospect, would be an endless task ; for uo»sooner had 
I recovered from the sensation produced by one charming 
view, than another and another produced the same efl’ect in 
rapid succession. J cannot, however, omit to mention the 
soft scenery from Gailloii tp Vernon, the*bwdge of w'hich 
latter place offers a fine subject to the painter on entering 
the town, 

Tbieito is nothing particularly remarkable on leaving Ver- 
ron, tilt we reach ^ small village called RiwMi b.ois^ the 
descent into which forms a most beautiful coup df the 
scene. The surronnding country is coveted with vines, 
which are so much destroyed by the coW winds that there 
, (js not the smallest prosp^ect of their yielding any fruit thia 

"f Jtfi Plant de la Purelle (the Maiclfe Square). 
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year; and it is miserable to see the cultivators «!)f thctii, 
who even in the best s^fUsotis are poor, toiling at the planK, 
which reqiui;e as luiuv.) labour as when their bianchos arc 
loaded with fruit. f?ardy nfiist that racp of people b^ wlio 
can endure such .fs^tigue, with hunger .staring them in the 
face! ' 

. But let me cond>nj,t you fiom the contemplation of such 
wretchedness, throligh the beautiful valley of Triel : where 
we discern corn-fields, gardens, and vineyards,'on a gentle 
declivity, till they reach the banks of the Seine oh one side; 
while on the other there is the richest and most c.vtensive 
valley that I ever belt*.'tl, 'As I pursued my journey, the 
sun was SC) powerful, that the heat became almost insup¬ 
portable: there was not a cloud to be seen in the atmos¬ 
phere; a circumstaucq w’l^fe, ad(le(l to the nature of the 
country, brought to 7 ?f 5 * 1 iniir^ the Itali'an landscajics w hich 
J bad so often conteinpj*|<id„ with ra|)ture jn Eftglawfli Tiiid 
the originals of which 1 hard so much wished to fisit. 

The entrance from St. Germain into Paris is extremely 
grapd ; «s the road is lined fpr a considerable distance with 
row’s of trees which terminate in^ the PUtce dc Louis 
.now Place de la PevohUion, in 'fro)'it of whicli wc- ...l^scrve 
the magnificent palace and gardeuS of the Tiullei ics. Tlic 
whole spectacle is so striking, that one cannot but form at 
once a strong idea of the splendor of Paris ; hut tins allu¬ 
sion is completely cTi^sipated the momsmt one beholds the 
narrowness of its streets; the want of tjccommodation for 
those who are obliged to Walk through them, and the un- 
cleanliness perceptible in the generality of itSyinhabitanis. 

Parisi June 29, 1802. 

I have, now resided a week in this interesting metro¬ 
polis, which .abounds in subjects worthy the attention of a 
foreigner. ■ I cminpt but regret niy not h.aving visited the 
scene previously to the many revolutions which it has wit¬ 
nessed during tlie last ten years; as the comparison with its 
present state, though in*many instances painful, mi|st htivfe 
been grea^lv productive of information to arty one travelling 
for JtJHb''purpose of studying mankind- Much as I have 
been apiused during my rambres through this place, ydt 
tbere^was scarcelp a step, which I took that did nolkrecal to 
nay zeind a transaction reflecting little honour ori the French. 
..nation : but when, from the centre of the Place de la Revo- 
lutiok, I was admiri/.g the beautiful objects which BUrroupd- 
ed vXi) and was toad that the v^y spot op which X stood 



H THAkCfi. 9 

tfas stained .with the’streams of hloocl shed hy order of 
.those sungninftry vvretches xvho govbi ned franee daring the 
s^'ign o( tenor, i felt a mixture of ijulignation and hprror 
not to be described :—^horrot in rtt]>cting that stv muoh' 
cruoiy couid e..ist in this enli.g!iteNed period; and indig¬ 
nation at a people who, while iliey were bravelv combating 
the extePiial enemies of their’eountry, could tamely SUifet 
tiu'iiiselvcs to be butcher«d bv a horde of monsters. Tliis 
square is in front of tlte palace of the Tuillerics; the build- 
'''“® coinmeueeil in 1564, by Catherine of 
IViedtcis, ;rom the design of Pliilibcrl de Lorme: it was 
continued by Henry IV.; and^ni.fiiiKd jn Ui# reign of Lew'i&. 
AIV. from the designs of Leveau and l>Wbay. Though it 
forms a medley of architectur/, the whole together is ex¬ 
tremely magnificent. ^ , 1 ..^ 

My next visit was to see4he'^i;dfcait.'/.ctatrc,* the'’ 
f<K:i '!‘\tioiisjf wjiich was laid m .'l}.f/tiine of Franeis I. about 
the year 4528. Henry Ji. lijf soxi, coniinued it, from the 
design of Pierre Lesedt; apd^with the assistance of Jehu 
tjougeon, who executed the .yulpture. Tlie greakgaii'erv 
winch joins the Louvre to the 'ruillerj-S, wms coifiplclcS 
tinder Charles IX, Hein'v IV. Lewis XTlI. and liis succes* 
sor. It was during the fertile reign of this last monareh, 
that tile new Louvre was finisl^d ; ineliidiiig the. inagnift-, 
('vnt facade which fronts Saint Gcrpiain i’Anxeirfois, of 
which Claude Pcrrault was the architect. 

The palace, of Lu xembourg-now claimed my attention } 
as well as the gardens, which have recently undergone 
great alterations. This palace was commenced in I6l5, by 
ord< ,r of Mar/ of Medicis, from the design of .^cques des 

Jlrosses. 

After viewing (he Luxembourg, I proceeded to the Palace 
of the Tribunate, formerly Palace Iloyal, which was com¬ 
menced,by order of cartMnal Richelieu in KS'2^. It passed 
into tlie Vuinds of Lewis XIIK and Lewis XIV. and became 
by inheritance the property of the duke of Orleans, whp 
siift’ercd so justly for his crimes hy flie hands of the execu¬ 
tioner; The garden in front is newly pluntg^j^and the 
buildings which surrjond it contain every thing 
excite the curiosity of the stTanger, or provoke the appetite 
of the voluptuary. The arched way which encompasses 
this garden, consists of shops of every riescription, whiclt' 
receive light from a hundred and eiglity arcades. It ilfy 
frequented by people of every situation i« life> and of everyi 
nation j and toward the ev|ning, by an iia^cnse number m 



!0 wixiUMs’s ‘ 

ferhalps who make a traffic of their iharms. Nothing can 
CA'ceed the medley to 1^ met with in this walk; and the 
stranger is obliged freojfcentJy to repeat his visit to the hu^ 
Jicene, before be getsfltne better of the astdnishinent.whicn 
it excites in his mind. ■ 

The Pjflaee of Justice is particularly Vorth notice. Its 
origin cannot be traced: suffered twice by firer, once in 
j 6J8, and the secoiid time in 17215: but was rebuiitj howf- 
ever, by order of Lewis XVf. ‘from a design of Dcsuiaisons. 

The Bourbon Palace, now Palace'of the Legislative Body, 
was commenced in 1792, from the designs of Girardin and 
and Lassnrance,,^and,filliped, by Jacques Gabriel. It high¬ 
ly merits observaiSfon. 

The cathedral of Notre,Dame is so celebrated, that I 
need only mention its beingUmilt on the ruins of a temple 
constructed in the TeyjFw^itjTiberiiJS,. about the year 305. 
Clovis, and Robert th^’iq^, repaired it; anr^ PhiUil-A>a- 
gustns completed it in tfe Var 1185. It'is corj^ddmed as 
pne of the largest edihees in Kurope. 

The S<:;hool for Surgery i^a building worthy of attention. 
It was commenced under Lewis XV. and finished by Lewis 
XVI. " . t 

The cupola of the IJalk au BK* is remarkably curious. 
It was designed by PhiliWirt de Lorme, in the reign of 
Henry II. and executed 5y Legrand and Molinos. The 
column on the outside was much frequented, as an obser¬ 
vatory, by Catherine of Medicis. *I\iis observatory also 
should not pass unnoticed. • 

My next visit was ,to see the collection of statues and 
pictures which the French, with how much justice 1 wiR 
not mention, have acquired during the progress of their 
arms in Italy and Flanders;* and such collection is cer¬ 
tainly not to be met with elsewhere in the world. To de-r 
scribe to you minutely all its merits, would require powers 
that I do nfot possess; and for which, I presume, you are 
.^ot sorry : I shall therefore content myself .with saying, 
ttelthetwo statues which most particularly arrested itvy 
«tte»tionj were the Apollo of Belvidere, and Venus leaving 
th^^-ill"* It is very much the fesbion to admire ll>!e 
Jjyinfe Gladiator, and the group of Xaocoon and his two 
iCbil®pea devoujed by Serpents: tb«y are, most assuredly, 
:|ndy executed; but still you will not be astonished at my 

Ib4lQf the corD'inarket. 
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vdvingmy sufiVage lo the beautiful (Soddess jiist rising from 
liie water. ^ 

At the Jardin des Plantes ‘*6 there is the best arranged 
scletTiion of ii)iiicr!ils, fossils, and f^rcserved animals, that 
I ever saw. I possibly might have met a greater variety in, 
the Brititii Museum; but it cortainly cannot vie with this 
Tuitional insiituiion, in pojiit of preservation and order. The. 
^salional i^ibiiu v, the most v^iunble perhaps in the world, 
is on ii ver 3 ’ c.xtensive scfile; and is open three times a week 
to all persons vvitlio ;t exception, a circumslance which 
must couuibtUe greatly to tl^o gejjpral diffusion of know¬ 
ledge ihroughout the nation. There is also, under the samts 
roof, an exeellent collection of coins and medals; with 
another of firints, which isof/the same unreserved access 
as the Library, for tbe'^benefit.Sot ?fi*1ents> 1 am extremely 
p!<.'n<^<’d in t^xaminiug a colleetipn ofmionmneiits which have 
been bi,_i'y>ht td^tul'cr at a gr^il, 'expence, and deposited in, 
what was lately a convent of'the Mincm Augustins. They 
.ve extremely well arranged^^nd occupy seven gr eight 
1-oge ii[uiniriei)fs besides a garden; each appartmeninidi- 
c.K.iiig a differettr century a# the date df ilie oiiginal erec- 
fioii of thi toinhs whn ii;t cuntiiins. Too iiiftch praise caii- 
fi-n be be.stowe(i on l..e Mlir, who ffrrt suggested.this 
and -yiio lias siiii tiie manilgi.-mei'.l of tl e undertaking; 

- iic lia.s restored i.licse fim; pieces oli-seulplure to nearly 
*l:cir pini.iiive splendour, in .wiiiistamiitig the ravages 
nliii'J tiicv have imdcigoi'e from die race of modern Cloths, 
wiio so lately infe.siecl tliis eouiiliy. 

'l'\n ilotcldes /'ira/ide.*.',*!-priijeelcd In. ii cnry IV. and exe¬ 
cuted by Bruant and 'Mansard, is a bi;i''K!;g wefl wortli the 
atteiilioii of strangers ; a,s, ojfclusive i/l iiie interest which it 
creates as an asylum for those wlio have bravely fought tbfe 
battles of their country, ^.hat part of the buijding which was 
formerly a ciiapel, but is now converted inter a receptaclg 
for trophlcs.gained during the war, forms an object tOT;^ 
enchanting. The idea is well conceived, for soreU' nothing 
can be more grateful to those veterans than to contemplate 
such convincing pr^fs of their children haviifg*^p«^g^i§d by 
the lessons which thej' ga 3»them in the art of war. Among 
the numerous collectioti of standards taken from the enemy, 

1 perceived two which formerly belonged to the British 
nation ; a circumstance rytber galling to the feelings of .pa 
Englishman, till 1 reflected that we t^ould produce hutt- 

* Botanical Garden.^ t liospiisl of thWovalid?. 
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dreds of tricolonrod in return. The .dome of fliis 

building is (xtremeij' tine, niid notliing can exceed th^ 
beauty of the marble j,tivemefit; but with nil its eharins, ti 
jteison who knew its value had tile gre'.itest iliificuit^ to 
preserve tlie latter from the jacolmiieal ravagers, wito wish- 
4fd to bicak k into a thousand pieces^ because it represented 
tH e arms of I'rance. 

Tlic I’tiiulu'on, destined to receive the relics of the great 
men of France, (commeneed nndar Lewis XV, who laid 
the fir-st Slone, S(.‘ptcmb<>r 1, 17()4,) wall he, if it is ever 
liuished, a most magnibjjant struolure. At present it eon- 
tain.s merely the remains of J .T. Rousseau and Voltaire. I 
pre.sume the Freiieh uatio’j, by placing tlu se two great 
characters so close to ciiclliollK r, were determined that, 
€it/ier dead or /dive, tliey; stmifcd be oiV itood terms: and this 
tiestgu seems to have ^euaded ; foi they arc n(>\^voi,y 
near iK'ighbonis, ^l 1 rcfi^iWnim mutual abuse", an agree¬ 
ment which seldom happcm (V'''luring their moital can er. 
Uhe Parisians had also erected a monument in tliis place 
to rt'ceivc tin* zcort/ii/ retnaiMs of Marat; but have veiy 
propelly shewn tliCir abhoneu^<'of his jinnciph g by de- 
strojmg the tomb, and throwing his body on a dungliiii. 
"Who knows but at some fuiiire pi'riod, should nioiiareliy 
be leitorcd in Fiance, VoltaKre uud Rousseau may share the 
saine f.ite. 

^ There is a very good collection of paintings by Vernci, ot" 
the )<r!!if ip-i1 seaports of Fran-ie, in a inagiiifieeut building 
in the S(juaic oi" Louis X\'. forracilj' destined for theg^/rde- 
meuO/e'^.* In the s.anie room too i.s a repieseniation of the 
capture of Mie Ambuscade frigate fiom the Riiglish (which 
the peison who explained the ditferi'nt pictuies, was jini- 
tieularly anxious that 1 should e.\amine); with various mo¬ 
dels of ships. 

You will tmw naturally expect me to give you some in¬ 
formation respecting the X'lcnch theatres, and 1 should ^ 
^er^ happy it 1 could fully comply with your wishes on the 
subject; but as I am not sufficiently acijiiainted witli the 
language* .w'be a competent judge of the merits of (J-he 
actors, you must content yourself witu a bare description 
of the decorations. The principal theatre.?, which .arc the 
.ComSdk Franj.Hk and Fet/d/^au, are spoilt by an attempt 
to imita^ tbp Roman amphitlieatre. This has a good cfi'cct 
frOgri silife gtgige i but as the comfort of the audience ongUt 


♦ floyai Wail lrobs, 
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to be consulted in preference to\be eye of tlie’ actors; I 
be allowed to disapprove tlicTplun. Every box has on 
e.'Ksji side a large^illar> whicli so^oinpletely inttjrcepts the 
view' of those whv sit behind (exebpt in the front boxes); 
that they see no more of the, performers titan if they wei*^ 
at ConsnintiHople. The Thiatres <lc .Ltmvois and the ilaiiam 
Oitera are better constl^^cle^l, and infinitely more clean; 
than the two before-ingntioned, wliich certainly are some¬ 
what ding'y. 

In uiy opinion; the French bi^llet is certainly far supe¬ 
rior to any thing of the kind ftt Eji^titid. It is represented, 
in the Ihentre ties Arts, in which there is singing also ; the 
vocal performers appear, hovv/ver, to have such a rage for. 
c.xerting their voices beyond tiW nat|iral pitch, that it often 
produces the ;nost pfiinful setifeatioi- imaginable to the ear; 
add i.:ay 1^ ct-Jled any -thiii^ ’. at harmony. The scene- 
shifters afe infinitely more a/pert here than ours in Eng¬ 
land ; and there is so nnit4k-«nore depth in the stage than! 
we have at the King’s Theatrt/in the Haymarket, \haf the 
effect is often wonderful: but on, iIk other hand, thd 
opera-pit or bo.vcs of the French cannot vie with ours in 
brilliancy. ’ * 

I have thus given you a hast^ sketch of the different ob¬ 
jects which have fully occupied me siij^ce I have been herej 
hut many mouths, and not tntnely a single week, are re¬ 
quisite to give them all the at|feniion which they merit. 

Paris, .7///y,20, ISO®. 

1 was present at the fete in commemoration (ff the cele¬ 
brated 14lh of July. The reyiew took place in the Square 
of the Carouy.el, in w'hieh w'ere a.ssembled about twelve 
thousand of the finest troops which France c-an produce. 
As soon as they were draVn up in a line, tTie»First Consul 
made his appearance, attended by a numerous train of 
aides-de-camps, &c.: among othcrj was bis favourite Ma- 
maluke,- wlio followed his fortunes from Egypt. After 
passing in front of each regiment, Bnonaiagrrfy^ >^r>hiij ed 
prizes of honour to *fte different soldiers who had distin¬ 
guished tliemselves during the war: they then marched 
past him, and returned to their dift'eient'quarters. The 
spectacle was truly beautiful in the aggregate; and parti¬ 
cularly the corps of Marftelukes in thq^ costume of their 
country, added much to the brilliancy tjf it. On my re-' 
marking the absurdity of fanning these E^ptians into a 
corps, I was told that the pSneipa) view ot the First Consul 
W1JUI.IAMS,1 , o 
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ill .icloptiiig lliis mcasu^, was the probable utility in bis 
n^Jt invasion of that cfdnitrvY i hope he will have a bettcJir 
reason for making his attempt, than he had foif'at¬ 

tacking the Jint lime a country in perfect amity with 
France. , , 

1 had a good view of Buonaparte on the Caroiizel, and 
also the next evening at tljc opeia; and 1 think there is ak 
little of tiie liero displavcd in his physiognomy, as in that 
of any man of distinction wliom 1 ever saw. There is k 
great deal of peiiMVC cimuiiig (if I may be allowed the epi¬ 
thet) pictured in Ins eye ; and, witli great deference to such 
an exalted eharactci, somf.thing ot tlie assassin. During 
the whole time that I sat opposite to him at the opera, I 
looked in vain for a sii'ile on his eOuiiienance : there cer¬ 
tainly was an etlen><ioi^of t pe when tiie people ap¬ 

plauded him on Ins cnhixffce; but it citntaihed Such a 
mixtare of distrust, that it diavhot appear to issud from the 
bottom pf his heart. 

In the evening there was'it concert in the garden of the 
Tuilleries, for the'amusement pf the sovereign people, and 
illuminations at the expenoe of goterinncnt in the difl'erent 
squares; but these are, hovnrvei, given so often, that even 
the Parisians begin to grffw tired of them; and many of 
the more riltioual tJiink with myself, that it is extreme 
folly on the part of government, thus to expend the money 
that might be employed to much better purpose. 

The i' rst Consul has certainly many enemies at Paris ; 
but in consequence of restoring tranquillity and religion 
throughout the republic, he is much esteemed in many of 
the dcpartmcals. I’lie word, " liberty” appears to be all 
he has left to the people of that possession; but in doing 
this he shews a,great knowledge of the national character; 
and indeed, when wo reflect on the horrid abuses which 
they have made of it dining the last ten years, it is impos¬ 
sible not to agree with him, that France is a nation adapted 
for no other than an absolute government. 

this country, having, suffered so much by 
such a succession of revolutions, ajijiear to be quite in a 
state of apathy as to what government is given them, pro¬ 
vided they raay^njoy quiet. Bnouapai tc has taken advan¬ 
tage of this disposition ; and has modelled the present 
(about ihenffth m- their ffheth) constitution, according to 
his own iites o&'^wbat is best adapted to the nation whom 
he governs^ fCow far he has(| succeeded, posterity must 
judge; but if lii> reign should be durable, 1 think him 
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cupable of rendering France, if i^t free, at least powerful 
liiyond example. • \ •, r 

Ai order to shew you the aibitrt% system that prevails, I 
have only to conrauinicate an anecdote which I received 
from uti^'oubtcd authority. A very haudsuiue young inpa 
in the army, the intiiimte acquaintance of a particulaif 
friend of mine, succeeded inigainiiit!, the good opinion of a 
beautiful ^ctress, for whose heart Lucien Buonaparte was 
also a candidate. The eonseq^riee, that the former re¬ 
ceived an order from the ii:iujsi5»<^’ l^ie police to go imme¬ 
diately to Brest, there to embafk to join the troops in the 
West Indies. Me was under tSle necessity of obeying this 
sumtnotis: bur fortunately, on his arrivtil at Brest, the ship 
destined to take hiip An board wasliiot ready ; and in the 
mean lime great inlcrest bcinu made in his beh.ilf at Parts, 
the order was recalleil. li is.nnnecessary for me to make 
any comments on the aboy^ 

1 paid a visit, some fewm?vs since, to G-, ^htjjn I 

believe you know : he has got into a serious trouble, bemg 
detained here as a state-pri>*mer in a soft of Bastilc, called 
St. Pelagic. I had seen very little of him in England ; but 
knowing his brother, and finding a countiyjmm in such aa 
unpleasant situation, I proeiirc'l after some difSculty, per¬ 
mission to see him in confineuicnt. A^oii must remember 
his wild scheme of joining ttie royuTists in Lti Vendee: 
from them he received aconi|^«i.iny, and was appointed aide- 
de-camp to one of their chiefs. This way of life he con- 
titiued till a sujierior republican force obliged the royalists, 
who had so bravely fought in defence of their king and 
tlieir religion, to ctipitulato * a general amnesty was the 
condition ( and as G — called himself a I'lCDchman, he 
was permitted to reiuain, in Paris untnolesied. It was na,- 
tural that bis principal society tlu rc should donsist of the 
royalist parly ; in consequence oi which, when it was dis¬ 
covered that this party were the c«ntrtvc! s of the plot of 

the. Infernal Machine, G- was ancsted ^th hi s friends, 

and has now been closely confined eighteei*^ montife-.a'^ili' 
out a trial. He has w'ten wwitcii to the minister ol police, 
requesting that either his innoeeiice or ^uilt might m 
brought to proof; but has reteived no answer. Our mi¬ 
nister also liks claimed him since the peace, as a Bnlisu 
subject; but all that he could obtain in return, was G--—;8 
signature styling himself one of the royaljft aimj. , 1 lave 
ihad a long conversation wi^t our minister cyocerning him ; 
and as the former seems inhcli interested in his fate, and 
|)as promised to use bis utmost for inducing his government 
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to apply in strong terms'for his release, I hope G- 

shortly be set at liberty, f • . 

It was generally imagiriecl that on the feurteenth, Buona,- 
parte would have been proclaimed Consul for life : but now 
1 .understand that this is to bt postponed till his lyrth-day, 
^hich takes place next month ; i,n consequence of which 
there is to be another fete, that is considerably to exceed 
the one of Avhich 1 have just given you a descfiption. How 
frivolous must a nation .be, who can be governed and 
amused with such nojisanSe'! ^ 

Many of our eouutrym«n were presented to the chief 
magistrate of the republi<\ and were all most graciously 
received by the man who is known to^hate ns cordially. Few 
arc more capable thaf, himself of disguising their sensa¬ 
tions; or, if we may believe Report, of penetratjng into the 
designs of others. ' . \ 

'‘y Parts, -/lug- 10, 1802.' 

I'hav:' not hitherto sent y.du any observations on the pre¬ 
sent state of sociel;^ at Paris, as yon may coneeave that a 
residence of two mottths among a people cannot furnish me 
with perfectly l orrect ideas on the subject. 1 understand, 
however, this has now betyime a favourite topic of conver¬ 
sation in England ; and sb'buld therefore feel myself defi¬ 
cient, were i longerto defer sending you what I have been 
able to collect concerning it. 

To begin oxlernally. In tfbeir dress the men are imitat¬ 
ing us as nnich as they can, in which they succeed toler¬ 
ably well pi the evening; but have sueh a beastly habit of 
coming flown to breakfast in a loose great coat, a dirty 
shirt, and unsliavcd chin, that it will require a long time 
before they can make good their pretensions to the clean¬ 
liness of an En-glisliman. The women are little stiperipr to 
them in lhis‘iespect : in the frequent use of the bath, how¬ 
ever, they might periuips give a lesson to our British ladies. 

The principal society consists of such merchants and 
hankers as Ir.iVC been able to weather the revolutionary 
f'fthr'tjmigrant noblemen wl^o have been permitted 
to return to ilicir country, and of people who have made 
rapid fortunes jn t:iking .advantage of llie general devastar 
tion : to iliese may be added the generals jybo have en- 
^•if ued thetBselves by levying contributions on the conquered' 
countries., /^loni'the tirst of the above classes, having it 
yiost in their p^.ver, foreigners.receive the greatest civility; 
inic <is they bfive generally an interest in their attentions to 
■p- I beiifve we must not impufe this to genitine hospitality. 
Most 01 them h;,ivc a couutry-hoiise in the neighbourhoo'di 
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o? the metropolis, to which they j'otirc from tlie fatigues of 
coj^jimerce ou Saturday, till die r^llovviiig Monday :.°he in¬ 
tervening day generally allotted to the reception of 
strangers, and on this occasion they vie with each other ia 
the magnificence of their reptfsts. 

The second class, tlnvigh much reduced in their circum¬ 
stances, are still considered tvith respect, and looked up to 
as models»of good hK^ding. During the last five years 
republican ferocity usurped i!i<j.iBlaee of polished manners, 
and a savage behaviour was j*d;«’jKl instead of that polite¬ 
ness for which the French wiye formerly so justly cele¬ 
brated; but as tranquillity reuirns, brutality of manners 
gradually ceases, and,the nobility seem to have broug ht 
back that urbanity which fled with ^hem into lurcign Jauds- 

The thiyl class gre peopled without citlter principles or 
mannersi who*alfect the character ®f gen*tlciucii, without 
having the only means of lT^c|)ming such, a good edncalion. 
They endeavour, by uiiusu'al ^sagnifieence, to da^le ^heir 
neighbours, who, however, cannot forget that they oiit>ia- 
ally sprung from a dupgliilK 

The fourth class consists of men who have pillaged tlio 
countries that were so unfortunate as either to make a fruit- 
1( ss resistance to their arms, or to place tlieinsMves under 
their protection : they have mostly *iseu from ihe ranks, 
and couseciuontly are not men of eilucation or general in¬ 
telligence. The ipigority lodk with au eye of jealousy on 
the fortunes of thife First Consul; bat wisely refrain from 
expressing tlieir feelings too publicly, concerning one who 
has it in his power to do'them so inucli mischief. 

Respecting the female part*of the inhabitants of the re-» 
public, tliey still are, what they ever have been, very much 
on their <ioo(l Oehavioiir previous to matriifioijy, I'or which 
restraint they make full amends afterwards; giving way then 
to the vilest coquetry (to call it by no harsher term) tltat can 
be conceived by opp. who has never'lived among ih'^m. Jn 
their conversaiic^i^i however, tliey are livcly>p4rc~°^atit, aid, 
in mariy inStauees, 'ijjll informed; though the genefafity of 
them wish, by very superfitTial knowledge, to make their 
hearers believe them intich better read that* they really are. 
I would therefore choose them rather as an ainusemeitt for 
my early years, than compiinions for my future days; and 
viiile I pay this tribute to these agreeable foreigners, 1 can¬ 
not refiiiiii from giving the%penni^pent palnj^to the virtues 
pf my fair coutitiywomen. ’ 

Too much censure cannot be passed on that liberty (or 
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rather licentiousness) ofc, speech, which is so generaf;^- 
adopted in France by wen.of every tiescription in the 
society of females. 'riiiiTwill ever be tliacase in a cou/itry 
where a hon-mot is a justification for tbeAtUnost indecency 
of.expression, and where the h>west ribaldry is no prevention 
to telling a story that Itas some ppint. Such conversation 
is not only listened to, but in« many instances encouraged, 
by the French women ; and often serves as a Icgsdn to the 
younger female brandies,,of the iainily. Before 1 take 
leave of the sex, 1 iijn:^t!lo ,rbeni the Juslice to say, that 
during the last ten years, they Imve displayed, on many 
occasions, a couratje and agoodnc'S of heart truly heroic: 
sacrificing every comfort to relieve the miseries of a rela¬ 
tion in prison; and brtiving the risk pf being included in 
the number about to suffer, iu order to save a parent from 
the hands of tiiC cxcuiioncr: # 

In no nation on earth do thij \romcn enjoy more liberty 
thag inJlnance, 1 mean the jifar.ied women ; as they gene¬ 
rally have their own plans of amusement, while the hiis- 
baa ! finds Itis aw.:y fiom the .bosom of his family. Wc 
thereibre rarely fiiid here that domestic comfort so often to 
be met with in oai. own. }\ circumstance which appears 
singular to an Entriishinan,® is that of the husband’s never 
giving bis arm to hw wife in pubhc ; and if 1 may judee of 
ptbers by myself, wc feci ourselvis very aiikvvurd at piilling 
pn the lady’s glove, or assistitig her at her toilet. These, 
however, are ail necessary accomplishments to those who 
wish to be, well received hy madiime: and as I never w ish 
to be tlie last in attentions to the fairer part of the creation, 

I have with some diflieulty become quite a proficient in the 
.art; though f always put np a silent prayer, that none of 
my Englisti friends may catch me in the frivolous .occu¬ 
pation. 

Respecting the amusements to be met with in this place, 
.considering them us nreans which are of the utmost im- 
pj^ytance jii., forming a good or bad society, I may venture 
snWe the destruction of Sodom, there never 
pxisted a town so highly cdoulated ib corrupt the morals 
of tiie people. ^1 believe no one of my acquaintance will 
give roc the character of a cynic; but 1 assure you that the- 
pescription which I have heard of the scenes ot dissipation 
90 universal at Pasis, could not be listened to without a 
Strong,sensation of horror. Ij will ever be found, that 
Vvhere large so<fieties are formecl, there will also exist more 
frequent scenes of dissipation "than are to bp met in the 
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ti^re retired walks of life ; bnl wjhen we hear of the most 
unnatural crimes being coin«iitUjJ at every corner of the 
with inipuiyty, we only wciilder that tlie punishments 
I which have forinwly b< on inflicted on them are not conti¬ 
nued by the liand of heaven. • 

1 liave thus endeavoured to give ^ou .in imperfect sketch 
of the people wiili whom 1 »in now living ; but as my staj 
among tliem will beof«soine duraiioig and a more perfect 
knowledge of them mil naturalK^ ensue, it is pmbabie that 
1 may find the idea wliicli yuw formed in some 

instances erroneous. 1 have tnciilorc only to promise you, 
that as these change, voii shall certainly be made acquainted 
with the circumstance. 


, Paris, 18, 7802. 

Since wrfl;ing«ny last, I havd paid a visit to tlie palace of 
Versailles* which has all thjji'remaiiisof the aneiciit inagni- 
fieenee for which its court wKsformerly so reuowiici j.’hc 
only sensation which its appearance non' cieales in the 
breast of the spdt’tator, is that of the iTvstability of hutnau 
grandeur, as a death-llkc gloom prevails in every aspect of 
the building. ’ • 

\ ersailles, before the revolutAn, contained eighty thou¬ 
sand inhabitants: the extent of its popidatiun /low docs not 
exceed twenty-five thousand. It was former’v a miserable 
village, till Lewis XIll. built»a hunting-seat here, for the 
eonvenienro of sporting in the ueigliboiiring forests. 
Lewis XIV. was afterward much pleased with the spot, and 
raised the enormous pile wiiigh forms the chateau ; from that 
moment Versailles dated Iscr^prosperity. The palace and 
• gardens were commenced in lG73, and finished in 7G80, 
while Colbert was prime njinister. 'Mansard.was the archi¬ 
tect, Lebrun the decorative painter, and Lendire planned 
nnd laid out the gardens both of the Versailles and Creat 
Trianon, the'palace^of which lattci»was also designed bt 
Mansard. The Lijlle Trianon was built by order m 
sLewis XV. from lht*«teign of Gabriel. 

The best purpose tWwhich the palace of Versailles could 
be now employed, is that of an university, as it is a conve¬ 
nient distance from Paris, where the best masters might be 
procured, while its site is in a spot which could not fail to 
ensure heidlii to its inhabitants. The front of this magni¬ 
ficent building toward the gyflen, occupies a very great ex¬ 
tent, and consists of two immense wings, between which 
the body of the palace pftijects very considerably, anc 
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appears by no means proportioimte. Notliing but fpe 
extraordinary number of jits Ipnner residents, and the bfil* 
liancy which attended Hicir every inoy^nent, could kave 
given life to this stupendous pile. r 

Many of the rooms arc now filled up with a few shells 
and stuffed monkeys, which are called a musoiun for the 
entertainment of the citizen?, wno are requested, *« the 
name of the arts, by [)rinted papers stuck up in every corner 
of the a[>arLin'ents, not to injure these precious relics. Some 
good paintings, howeve^, s;.!’', collected here from the different 
churches, which the.soi’t'/b gn people in their wisdom thought 
proper to destroy. I'here isalso in this building a moslsump- 
ttious opera-house, which was fitted up for the marriage of the 
late king, and than which nothing can be better calculated to 
give an ideaofthe splendour that universally prevailed during 
the ancient monarchy. We saw the bed-ch'imbcr of the late 
queen, from which she so narrowly escaped being uiassatn-ed 
by the banditti, who forcdd iiheir way into the palace : 
among those wretches, we^read with liorror the name of 
Or leans, who, in the dress of a woman, instigated this band 
of murderers! Humanity shuddeis on viewing the spot 
where the gurr/es corps were butchered in defending the 
lives of their august chargii; hut when we find ourselves iu 
the same room where these monsters filled the (jueen’s bed 
with the stabs ef their poinards, thinking they had nut 
given her time to escape, it istnot in the power of language 
to furnish sufficient epithets of detestation. 

I was much pleased with a small summer residence to 
which the'queen was extremely partial; it is called the 
Little Trianon. The grounds at this place arc laid out 
ipiile in the English taste; and there are liuls dispersed 
about them in,groups which add much to their beauty. It 
was to this place that Marie Antoinette used to retire with 
her select parties of friends; and during their stay, each 
individual was in the costume, pnd adwied the manners, of 
‘‘stpme fancy character. A hut was alloftted to each, corres- 
p^rvbgg tcTTris or her part in a p)%; for instance, one 
representing a mill, a cottage, a-%^souage, &.c. This 
amusement used to continue sometimes two or three days. 
Scandal adds, tnat hither the unfortunate queen was accus¬ 
tomed-to. .bring the object of her amours. 

There is. also iinother building in the ueighbourhood, 
called tk^Great Trianon; but the only things worthy of 
remarki^pre, are the park, and n corridor supported by pil¬ 
lars of veiry line marble. 
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^iic v^aier-works at Versailles are very well wotth seeing; 
th^gh I am informed, that since the revolution they 
havG^been so much neglected,*as,not to be comparable in 
^plendour to their 1|i3rmer state. 

* The neighbourhood of Versailles is extremely beatitiful/ 
though an excursion in its wootls is not attended with tlW 
same satisfaction as when* they weie.kept in order for the 
ancient court. But th^ artf still interspersed with pic¬ 
turesque views, and wm amply recompense -any person 
Who feels inclined to exploie tbp* environs of this ancient 
seat of royalty. • 

In my return 1 paid a visit to St.^loud, which Buonaparte 
has fixed on for his residence.' In this choice I should! 
have perfectly agreed ^ith him; as the spot combines a 
certtvin magnificence,* with a degrec*of comfort wliich is 
rarely to |je met with in princely habitations. An 
immense jtiiimb^r of workmen are employed fo’ fit 
it for the reception of the first Consul ; who per¬ 
haps has partly been induced t» fix on this siiiiatiot^ fsout 
its having been here that he fust idaqpd himself in the 
kingly seat cf the hovtse of Bourbon on the I8ih Bru- 
maire. The she commands a beautiful view of Paris atm^ 
the Seine, which river is handsomer be«! than at any othlE^ 

J lace that i have wnt.essed in the neighbourhood: oT 
'ari#, • 

Saint Cloud was founded by Olodoala, one of the grand¬ 
sons of Clovis: it was here that Henry III. was assassi*-** 
nated by the Jacobin monk Jacques Clement. The palactt* 
was alarost rebuilt during the reign of Lewis JCVI, 
was purchased by the late queen from one of the king’ll 
.brothers. * 

Since my last 1-have also paid a vi-it to the valley of 
Montmorenry, which is « shoj.t distance fwnn.this place. 
Near the town of that namefis the ancient bouse of the 
eekbrated author of the New Eloisa; to which I paid my 
respects, nut in consetpieuj^e of the'effect whichi^the sei^ 
timentA of tliat author have' pioduced in difuworld, b-c 
because it was the jjph'ktion of a man screnowned Ai 
every part of France. L w«S> shewn the favorite spot to 
which Kousse^iu used to retire, and whcre,it is suppustd 
Aat several volumes of the New Eloisa weie composed. 
It command#'a most .beautiful view ol the valley, tei ini¬ 
tiated by efistant hills ; which, with a lai%e piece of Water, 
represent in miniature thosf native scenes of Switzerland, 
so beloved by -tlnul romantic writer. I was aCoompamed 
ffib&iAMs.j h 
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in this excursion by my French inasier, «ho is a g^at 
admirer of Rousseau; and in consequence of his wisccs, 
•we have dined in the shacte of the very tree whic^h^had 
often screened Jean Jacques from thj^ rays of tlie sun.^ 
Durin" our repast, he frequently asked me whether 1 did 
not feel my ideas expand,® on reflecting we trpd on the 
same ground which Ivid once been pressed by so great a 
roan; to which T frankly rcplKd, that owing to the natural 
roflrsfwfss of niy sensations, the only one I fclt*at the mo¬ 
ment was that of extreiiie hunger produced by the purity 
of the air which cirruk’ttio r<"nind us. This reply produced 
the exrlamation so comnron in the mouth of every Frencli- 
man; Mon Dku, qne ks\4nglais sont froids!" 

•Tours, Aug. 27, ISO'2, 

You perreiveby the date of this, that I [lave fulfilled 
niy intention Ol' proeceding southward. We rqaelied this 
place yesleiday, after a vcrynleasant journey of four days 
fro'n J’aris. I was accompifnira by B*** and whoiu 

I accidentally met at Farts, and who agreed to proceed 
with me as far as lours. As we wpre not pressed for time, 
we took the road through Fonlainhleau, which we wcie 
given to understand was infinitely more interesting than 
the direct one to Orleans." 

We arrived earlv in the day at Fontainblcau, after pasrv 
ing through a ferliie and pleasing country. There is a 
great deal of fine savage scenery in the forest, which seems 
perfectly calculated for the retreat of a banditti; but we 
did not hear that it was infested by those gentry, the road 
not being sufficiently frequented to make it worth their 
attentiou. Thg town of Fmuainbleau bears the marks of 
of a place which has knowm better times: as there are 
many excellent houses in it, but these have been depopu¬ 
lated by life revolution ; which has deprived the town,of 
its grand support, the ancient court. Lewis XVI, was 
very fond of this place; and used to pass much of his 
lime here inhunting wild boars, in which its forest 4 tjt>oimd!- 
^d. The paH^ce is a fine venerable stiucture, and“ forms 
a motley collection of different sorts of architecture,*; 
ndecd in this respect it may almost serve for a chronolqi- 
gical table of the kings of France from the time of its 
original founder; as each mogarcb has added something t©' 
, , and tdkcK care to transmit to posterity hia addition 
in the s<jjry|;|p'f the cWtury i^ which he reigned. It was. 
cotuxncq^qd'undgr tile reign- of Lewis VIl. Francis 1 
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it thuch'in 1540, with the labours of Francois 
J^iinatue, a cekbiated Italian painter. Henry IV,'Lewis 
XVi. and bis successors of*tlie same name, considerably 
eniartred the Jt was biie that Christina, queen 

of Sweden, ordereo Monaldeclii, her gentleman ol the bed¬ 
chamber to be assassinated^ in 1644. I'liis palace feaS 
sufl'ered much by the Jiands of ^le modern barbarians; 
particularly the chapel, whiih we were informed was vefy 
magnificent before thS.rMolution. Government has now 
established a military school m ch&teau. The town con¬ 
tains 7,459 inhabitan' 5 . ay-# • 

The next morning we left Fontainbleau, to proceed to 
Orleans, but met nothing interesting on the road. In 
]»assing the forest, we v'eve again Ueiighled with some beaii- 
liful scenery, which*gained much ^y a rising sun. The 
country between Foniainbleau and Oilcans is generally fer¬ 
tile, but ymily*inhal>iled ; the toad tolerably good. The 
eiiliancc into Orleans is |>leasing ; and the number of little 
neat boxes scattered among (jlie vines, give a lif«»to»the 
scene, and render it truly picturesque^ On our arrival at 
Orleans, we, had only time to lake a turn on the bridge,' 
which IS very neat, and has a well-built street (the only one 
in the place) leading to it. There is a walk shaded by trees 
la the town, on a terrace whiAi commands a remarkably 
line view : the oaihcdral also, particul%ly two of its towers, 
is well worth observation. 1 need not observe to you, that 
this was the native place of the famous Joan of Arc, who 
saved the town by her courage, in heading the tipops in a' 
sally against our countrymen who were oesiegjng it. In 
commemoration of the event, it is now propos<>d to raise a 
^statue to her memory, and to*forin annually n procession of 
the constituted authorities on the anniversary of her birth. 
The town includes inhabitants, autk is remarkable 

for its antiquity. It is supposed to nave been raised to the 
rank of n city by Anrelian, whose name it took. It came 
into tlie possession of the French tn the reign of Clovi^ 
after l||fie defeat of Siagrius; the coHsequenw^' vvhicb 
thedestruciiuii of the^loman doininil® in iPatil. ‘ / 

The day after our arrivnl'at Orlearfe; we proceeded to¬ 
ward Blob, where wo arrived about n6ci^ I was much 
disappointed in this journey, as I bad been told the road 
was beautiful: but owing tp the dryness of the season, the 
Loire was almost without water; aud the vines were so 
acorched, that the prospeol was far from being pleasing 
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Here I mast remark, tliat few counttie* afferd so J'ttjfe 
Variety in ^tcniry, as those wholly devoted to the cultivf- 
tioQ of the vine. I had fjurnfed a notion that they v^y 
much resembled our hop-gardens in Engjfend, than which 
nothing can be more delightful when the plant is in flower: 
instead of witjch, the vines are seldom suffered Ao grow 
higher than three feet, «r three and a half; and when the 
ieUves begin to lose their veruure, they give to the country 
an appearance which is far fiom re'i^^iug tlic eye of the tra¬ 
veller. ‘. ' 

jBlois is famous for which was once the resi¬ 

dence of the ancient kmgs of France. Its structure 
strongly denotes antiquity, of which it is one of the best- 
jneseivcd specimens that I ever saw.. It was in Jhis chateau 
that the dui.e ol Guise, lurnamed, from'the effect of his rai- 
}ilaiy servii es, U Batl^re*, w,as assassinated in 1J538, by or¬ 
der of Henry III. 'Jiie population of Bftis anjounts tq 
J'>,‘213 individuals. 

Th’e'l.own is most vi)laipc.us : the streets are dirty and 
nairow ; and as roos<. of them are situated on the declivity 
pf an extremely steep hill, it islmpoisible to ascend or de¬ 
scend m a carriage without encountering the dqnger of 
bi caking oneV neck.“ ^ 

1 must here acquaint you with a circumstance which 
Jjappened to our friecd B**** during our stroll round the 
town, and which made N**** ana myself laugh most 
heartily. B’^'***, in consequence of eating too many 
grapes at Fontainbleau (for which fruit, by the bye, that 
^lace is much celebrated), was very much afflicted with 
a pomplaint in his bowels, that proved very troublesome to 
him in travelling. On our arrival at Blois, flnding himself 
rather easier, he conceived that he might venture to take a 
turn wifh us.toW the place ; butsalas! he liad hardly been 
yirith us a quarter of an hour, Before he felt such a strong ap¬ 
peal from dame Nature^ that he was under the necessity of 

f ying hpr dictates without hesitation. A church-yanj 
senting kaclf, did not lose a moment in taking 

aotage of tms fortunate circumstaiife. We had scarcely 
turned our heads, before we heard our unfortunate friend 
(who did not apeak a word of French) exclaim, ‘^Holoaf 
yrhat the devil are yo« about I” On turning round, we tvH- 
pessed a a6|gfi dot^to be described ; B*"***, with his clothe; 
loose, enffl^puring to prevent a French sentinel from ta^ 

* Marked mth enjs and gashei. 
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itg away hiEf hat, to which it seems the soldier was enti- 
t^d, in consequence of B****’s having committed aij un- 
r.l^nness near him. Jlowe’fer, on my explanation to tbo 
Sentry that my fi^nd was entirely .ignorant of the CBStoitt 
of the country, wfe compromised the matter for a piece of 
twenty-^ur sous. * . 

The road from Blois to Tours msst be beautiful in scu- 
aons that do not dry up the Stream of the Loire. During o 
part of the way, ther e<s on one side a hill, on the declivity 
of which the country -ppo|lj|e have taken up their abode, 
which consists of an excav&t'ibft unside in the sandy lock 
with little difficulty. The effect' produced by these subter¬ 
ranean habitations, is singular enough. The entrance into 
the town is very line,,by a passage over one of the hand¬ 
somest bridges in d'^rance, whipli*has unfortunately h.ad 
three of it%arches swept away^hy the torrents to which tha 
Loire is stibjectkm the dissohing of the ice! The towers of 
the cathedral have a gpod effect as we approach the place; 
and the gland street into wh^h we cntei after piisSSt^ the 
bridge, is calculated to inspire the traveller with a very fa¬ 
vourable opinion of tije town. 

I must now quit yon, in order to deliver my letters of in¬ 
troduction to some of the worthy inlflibitants ; and to re¬ 
quest them to inform me where*! can procu'o IVidgings, as 
the inn in which we are at present i^jiot sufficiently clean 
|to inspire ps with thg wish ^o occupy it longer than is abso¬ 
lutely necessary. • 

, Tours, Sept. 10. 1808. 

I am qow settled in a French family here : ,our society 
consists of a gentlcinan, a lady, a little girl, an Englishman 
who speaks very good Frencit, and yoqr humble servant; so 
tliat it will (be my own fault if 1 do not succeed in making 
myself a tolerable Frenoliman. 4t present ilje town is ex¬ 
tremely dull, as almost all the families are in the country, 
where tljey. pass a great deal of their time, more on the 
score of* economy than of pleasuib. It is also necessa^ 
that tfeey should be presept at the making th<pr very in yi- 
iferent wine, from they derive the ifrincipal part** of 

their revenue. Astlie gentleman of the qouse in which I 
live has a country-seat in the neighbourhood, we a»c to 
spend a ipontb tjiere soon, in order to assist at the vintage. 
We are told that on our return we shall find the town inuctt. 
more agreeable; at present our only resSurce in the evening 
if a th^rci on the hoards* of which are not to be seen the 
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best actors. Though there is very little company in tW 
place, however, 1 rind the time pass very rajndly, whi<J 
may be attributed to several‘causes; but principally tjfe 
manner of living in this country is so ve/y different from 
what we meet with in our own, that every instant presents 
something new to arrest one’s attention. ^ 

The entrance into tlii^ place, ho^h from Botirdean.v and 
Paris, is really beautiful; but* the town itself, with the 
exception of one |nincipal street whtc;h runs throjigh it, is 
like all the old French towns, dh'ty'‘ft! slinking. There is 
a very pretty walk ioiui(Uitht*K?.tcicnt ramparts, which were 
delightfully shaded formerly by two fine rows of elms ; but 
these trees the revolutionary fanatics, in following up their 
system of general devastation, chosy to cut down. The 
persons now in power <have caused the ground to be re-, 
planted, but it will require a great lengtii of lime before 
the inhabitants will be able to’profit by this •narlt’ol public 
spirit in their present rulers. I'his town is an archbishopric, 
but if.r.4i«cesan Is absent. I^’portsays, that he is a man of 
most amiable manners, and that he is partial to our country, 
where he passed several yearr of tiis emigration. The 
ancient archicpiscopal palace is very: but it is still in 
the hands of the NeiJioti, who thought proper, during the 
revolution, to take unto herself every thing that was worth 
having. However, Mv Boijellin, the present archbishop, is 
endeavouring to obta'in permission to inhabit the ancient 
palace of his preciecessors, and it is generally believed that 
he will be successful. 

Nothing can exceed the disgust which 1 felt, on entering 
the cathedral here, at seeing the remains of the sacrilegious 
work of the wretches who had foi’med this venerable 
structure into a temple of the Goddess of Tleason. It is 
necessary to hare been in this coyntry, to have a perfect 
idea of the extravagances which its inhabitants have com¬ 
mitted in tlie name of reason, and of the liorrors perpetrated 
•smder the pretext of liberty. I am certain that nothing 
prove juch an effectual cure for those British sub- 
jecl^ who areiTi^iectied with a revolj^tionary mania, as. a 
visit to a nation which hajs so'cruellyTelt its most abomi' 
nable elfects. 

Tiiis place is one of those which escaped from witnessing 
the crimes thm have sullied for^ever many of the other 
towns of th^'l^ublic : the revolutionary committee, how¬ 
ever, whidh j^erned it for sevpe time, imprisoned thtj. 
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grater part of its rnost respectable inhabitants, many of 
whwn were sent to Paris, to be sentencerj by that most dia¬ 
bolical of human institutions, the Revolutionary Tribunal. 
There were few jfsbple executed h.erc for their political 
t)pinions; and the fnhabitants assure you, that if it had not 
been for band of strangers^ wlioni the then existiiig 
government sent into every principal town in France, event 
those few would not have suffered death. It is hardly possible, 
however, to.learn the exac t truth from what we h'S'ar; for those 
w'ho committed the grea'test''‘icrimc.s during the revolution, 
are now the hist to exclaim §gai»isj its enormities. It is 
now the fashion to lament the crimes that were produced 
by that spirit of insubordination which governed France 
during twelve years; an^ from conversation with tlic people' 
of every descri[)tion, .we should bclie^'e that there is not a 
man now exjsiingwho lias participated in tiie erimes which 
have forev;er branded tliis natitfn with infain}'. 

In almost every pit that is dug in this department, are fpund 
an immense quantity of small jiiells and petrified seai^bl), 
some of whicli are remarkably curious. At the dislanee of, 
about two leagues from Tours) is a grotto called ies Goutttires,' 
which is so very dark li.at we are obliged to have torches;, 
to find our way in it. Inside, the wates is constantly drip¬ 
ping ; and as it drops, it congeals, and form.s stalactites of 
the most beautiful shape and transparency, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Chiijon is dug a great* quauti;y of salt- 


The population of the district of Tours amounts to 
128,035 individuals, and the electoral college of the de¬ 
partment is composed of two hundred members. The de¬ 
partment is fertile in grain, wine, fruit, and vegclahics.— 
There is also a great extent of pasture lauds on the borders 
of the Loire. Its principal commerce cosisists in corn, 
wine, aniseed, prutles, cliesntrts, silk, and cattle of every 
description. .Its greatest manufactures are those of stuff, 
silk, ribbons, cloth, and pottery, witl?.some tan-yards. 


L’sEssoi, near Tours, Oct^/jer 0,0, 1802.1? 

We are now busity emplc^’cd ni making our wine, at a 
country-house about two leagues frornTour^s; and I assure 
you the geene is extremely pissing. Nothing ca;i exceed 
the gaiety which is display;ed OTring the whole process of 
extracting the.juice of the grape; oneefen almost imagine 
tlwrt the bewitching fruitha* U»e faculty of exhilarating the 
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8piiit<i, even before it has undergone fcrinontation. Nj^t- 
withstanding the scorching lays of the sun, nought is tdJbe 
heard in tlie vineyard, but tiw3 broad laugh of the rustifii'li- 
bourcr, or the untaught, yet melodious voice of the partner 
of his toils. I had long wished to witness such a scene, in' 
order to be better able to judge of the merits of paintings 
representing Ibis subject of festivity. I could almost fancy 
Bacclius tiiounted on his car, drawn by lygers, and sur¬ 
rounded by gympbs and satyrs olferiing libations.lo the god¬ 
head, had r not been stopped itfibe career of my imagina¬ 
tion, in beholding ny^\Tiph8 vvho are wrinkled at five-and- 
twenty, and men that have nothing in common with satyrs 
except their extreme ugliness. I was really quite astonished 
to see women so young bearing the marks of old age ; for 
though perpetual exposure to the sjin must naturally de¬ 
tract from freshness of complexion, and substitute the dingy 
tint of the olive for the verTnilion of the trose, still 1 ex¬ 
pected to find the appearance of youth in spile of a brown 
Coloij^ and a smooth skin, notwithstanding the effect of the 
tolar rays. 

In this country we do not meet that cleanliness which 
distinguishes the huts of the generality of the peasants in 
England, nor the jyr of comfort so often seen in tlie lallei. 
The French peasants, how>;ver, gained much by the revolu¬ 
tion, and many of th“in during the time of the depreciation 
of the assignats, sufficient to purchase the farms of which 
they were formerly tenants. In fact, they were almost the 
only class of people vho could arbitrarily fix the prices of 
every article of liic ; for while they were paying their land¬ 
lords in paper-money (which was still a legal tender, though 
they would not sell their corn for il)> tney were obliging 
those very landlords to make over to tfiem a part or the 
whole of their farm, Yor wheat to prevent their families from 
starving. Kothing could exceed Uie insolence and inhu- 
xnanily of these boors during the revolution : they were not 
only the first to persecKle their benefactors, and to threaten 
destroy their landlords, if the}' did not quit their places 
o( residence7 bjat during the time qf an artificial scarcity, 
produced by the machinations of the'government in 1796y 
they took advantage of this circumstance, in order to exao* 
the last icsouice from those who were absolutely dying 
with hunger. Many of the wretches have been known to 
insist on having the only bed that remained for the use of 
an unfortunate AuiSiy, before jliey would supply the poor 
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svilfcrers with a scant}' portion of corn to prevcntthem from 
stanviiig. Notwithstanding tbc nioncy which the peasantry 
made hy thus taking advantage of the miseries of their 
‘counlryinen, there''are few of its effects to be seen now ; for 
most of tlieni spent it in the ‘greatest extravagance, and, 
besides this, tlie taxes Jiliey have ^lo pay, and the n»cn 
whom they arc obliged to fuMiish for the army, have taken 
from theni.tiie meausjjf* deriving comfort from their former 
exactions. . 

The grounds here appear m j n,ot .so clean as those in 
England ; and the farmers seem to trust more to the good¬ 
ness of the soil, and the temperatuic of their climate, for 
an abundant crop, th:vt to their skill in the art of culti¬ 
vation, . * 

We pass,our time here pleasantly enough. I generally 
rise with t,lie su.l; and lakinjr'iny gun and dog, amuse luy- 
■sclf for a couple of hours before breakfast in talking to the 
pieopli'employed among the vipes, or occasionaliy kiljmg a 
partridge, of wliii-h birds here are abundunce. On my re¬ 
turn home, I find the faiwily' ready f<>r breakfast, which 
con.sists of most delicious fruit of various kinds, with tea 
and coffee. After breaktasl, I cniplqj' the whole of the 
morning in translating soincihing for iny French master, 
and in reading French aiitliors. Abost an hour before din¬ 
ner we assemble in tire billiard-room, \tiiere vv amuse our,- 
selves till the servant aunouifces, “ Madame esi servie*."'—,. 
In the evening, after the great lieat is over, we take a walk 
with tlie family till it is dark ; we then return, and finish our 
day by a game at w'hi.st or backgammon. * 

We have a very pleasant weiglibour about a league from 
ns, at whose house we occasionally spend the <lay; and 
here I cannot loo much coninMinu the pitifcct ease with 
which every one follows his inclinRiion in a Fitatch country 
bouse. From the moment of our entering, wc arc at libertv 
to consider otir.scives at home; aftd'tlie mistress of thg 
bouse, after a few customary compliments, relieves tis fr-,.m 
file disagreeable neacssity of being preUy-behaved, atid 
herself froin the oTitTgiiiion of racking her brain, in order to 
engage licr guest in a conversation which generally is 
neither inulriutlve nor I’nlerlaitiing. * 

Nothing can surpass the false taste of the FicnCh in 
i,aying out their gardens j 'for they cither loriure their trees 

» 
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info straight-cut alleys; or make what thei/ call an Engliflj 
garden, oa a piece of groiinrlpibouc the size of a iiaiiHl^i'r- 
chief. JBiit rei iousiy, in ail ciieir perfoi iniiKU'es ol this kind, 
there is so irincli an manifest, that the seeks in vain for 
those life-inspiiing scenes prcucluced tiie hand of Nature. 
There is tertamly something grand and magniticent in the 
approach to many of their country s< ats; b’.it the sight, 
sickens at such a perpetual appeur*mte of straight lines, 
and s< archcs for the enrve wliitflTlrtVach fifty jiaees pro¬ 
duces some unexficeted JjQnut^’nn the more tasty gardens of 
our own countiy. J'Vw, very few, are llie na.tions which 
can boast its bles.sings. linjoy them, my dear friend, wliile 
you have it in your power; and let tliose who choose, niii 
after knowledge in a fioreign land ypurs perhaps is the 
wiser part. 


J'oiirs, Nov. lo, 1802. 

W^jtjave returned from the country, as the evenings get 
long and cold ; and vve begaii to perceive an enemy en ep 
in upon us, wbicli ‘ llie i'lencb tlrciid beyond any other 
nation. Theis enemy is called in thoir language we 

have no term, 1 beligve, to express it fully in oiys*"; and 
I hope that a few morersolid resources, wbieb, gene¬ 
rally speaking, we possess, will enable us to exclude the 
word from ever gain'iig currency among us. The French 
have it constantly in their mouths: if they study, they 
repeat, “ Mon Uifit, qiie cc/a tu’eunu^e!” if they are riding, 
Cela kscnnui/e:” if tiiey are hearing a sermon, “ O/i! pow 
h coup, je’' m’eniiui/e a mourivy if they are at the ])lay, 
though that is their favouritti, amusement, yet nine times 
out of ten, “Cela Ics ennupe aussi.” In short, it appears 
that the sensatio,n of ennui is a jnsnfication in their eyes for 
indulging in that versatility of. disposition which is the cha¬ 
racteristic of the nation. ' W^e must, liovvever, do them the 
jiistice to say, that lhe»same versatilily, when tenipeied by 
Rgfj rendi rs t e ojvery entertaining, where a profound know¬ 
ledge of the sub_^fet started is not required, Tlte perpetual 
change 1 om one thing to another, inakt^s ihem attain a very 
general knowledge; and being quick of apprehension, they 
comprelmnd in d moment Uiitigs vvliieh ;i German would not 
mast- r in'a week. When a Frenchman can crvercomc that 
volubility of speech, and that s^lf-suliicieuc}’,' winch cha- 

♦ I-Vinui isS^ilnssitiKle and vacancy which the mind feels when an object 
wiiirl, h oc.eitted a lively interest loses iv charm. ' 
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S acferise most young men of his nation, he becomes a re 
larkiibly pleasant member*of society. Such a charactci 
we often meet iti some old officer .who has seen service, tin 
hey day of whosft passions is over, and whose sole pleasure 
is to aipuse others with the* result of his observations pn 
mankind. Men of thi;^ description are now so cruelly neg¬ 
lected by ibeir ungrateful ewuntry, that many of them who 
have hoitourable s<;nrt to produce in testimony of W'hal they 
have undergone for ti eir n^itive land, yet lie neglected in a 
condition little above starviug. • » • 

The more 1 become actiuainted with this climate, the 
more I am de.ightt d with it; as it possesses all the good 
qualities of a more soptheni atmosph' !'’, v- Mmui any of its 
Ichi .\ing properties. The populaivou ot Tours amounts to 
about 2!J1,(^00 inhal'i enls; the town formerly possessed silb- 
inanufac^tories f but since the*revolution, they have fallen to 
decay. Indeed what has not the revolution destroyed ? It 
has overtuined uiortaiehy, wylh the notion of giviij^ free¬ 
dom to France; yet alter inllicting the most dieadt'ul fiery 
ordeal that a counlrv eviw undi'rwe'^t, it has produced a 
form of government t^ic most tyrannical oit the face of the 
earth. My most fervent prayers ar%, that we may learQ 
from this example, how to a|fproci,i,e the b'essings of our 
own happy constitution; and bear»wi(houl reluctance its 
imperfections, reflecting that soine must ever attend on hu¬ 
man establishments. • 

Much as 1 had heard and road of the horrors of the French 
revolution, J could not possibly have formed any adequate 
idea of its effects before I visited this country. Hardly a 
family is to be met with, tlmt has not lost some' one of its 
members by the troubles which it produced; and many a 
family has not a meinbeiileft to rcpiobatc Wie monsters who 
exercised this destructive fuay. Gracious heaven, and yet 
there are stiU advocates for this bloody system ! That abuses 
of a most atrocious nature existed in the old French monai eby, 
cannot be denied; and in justice to many persons, they 
must be allowecLto h»vc been, in the firstjnstance, induced 
to support the r?v51utionar\* system, by the idea of b'-ing 
useful to their country hi reforming thos| abuses. Many 
retracted when they found it was going too far; qpny were 
hurried down the torrent,,and dashed fo pieces against the 
rocks which it had been their express object to avoid ; andt, 
many became at length so ealious to ever^ sense of feeling, 
that they witnessed the most hef rid executions with as much 
iadjffeTence as ff they h.^d tmty been contemplating a 
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-theatrical performance. The horrors that were committ«|P 
at Lyons, Avignon, Bourdeauj;, and Nantes, can never fc 
reuieinbered without the sensation appropriate to the know¬ 
ledge of a nation, once renowned for its c’wilization, having 
been totally lost to a sense of Jiumanit}'. No one seems to 
have understood ibis nation so well as Voftaite, who 
described thein as a cotnpositipn o'f the monkey and the 
tyger. 1 would willingly divest inyscif of a prejudice which 
is too apt to influence us, w hen speabiTig of a country that 
has been for ages, in niany,instinces, the successful rival of 
pur own; but the scenes of blood which have been com¬ 
mitted here are too recent, to allow one to speak of it with 
all the coolness that is necessary on such an occasion. 
Whenever my opinion is.asked on the subject by the inhabit¬ 
ants of this place, I evade the question, by saying that 
foreigners come, at an unfostunate momept td judge of 
Pra nee, after it has undergone such a dreadful * political 
earth qua ke. Indeed it is only wonderful that its state sliouht 
be so^welf, bad as it is, after'so long a deprivation of reli¬ 
gion ; after such repeated attempt to corrupt the morals of 
the people, by those in power ; and after the habit of seeing 
the most dreadful crimes committed with impunity. I wish, 
my dear friend, that I could soften the sombre colours ot 
the picture, not only fpr the sake of those who are delineat¬ 
ed, but also for yours j as the contemplation of such scenes 
must ever be distressing to a,man of feeling. They shew 
human nature in such a deplorable view, that if it were 
not for a few friends on the, other side of the Channel who 
could form the reverse of the medallion, I might be half 
tempted to become a misanlhrqpe; but that can never be the 
case with one who has the enjoyment of feeling for you an 
esteem which he knows is reciprocal. 

Touts, Javuari/ 1, 180i. 

, While I fancy you surrounded by numerous friends in 
Dtigland, to whom the new year brings a renewal pf love 
and esteem, I cannot help transporting myself in idea to 
j^onr happy fire-l>ide, and claiming tfw.L qrortion of aflec- 
tion which 1 trust you would not refuse me if I were pre¬ 
sent. Indeed I envy your circle for more reasons than one: 
as in the'Turst place, I should be surrounded by persons to 
• whom I am. sincerely attachedand next, should be in a 
drawing-^pom where the doors and windows shat close, and 
such not Aere; I should nave a carpet to tread on, 

—arid s'^l i have not here; and a chimney-place a little 
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l<fci wide than that which we have here. The people of thi * 
Gentry have no notion of wjml we call comfort in ours, no^ 
have they a cori«capondiHg word in their language. They 
seem, more prepared against heat than against cold; for 
many of their rooms, even tl«;ir bed-chambers, have briefe- 
floors : so that woe be to him who gels out of bed m'the 
winter, and is obliged to trot barefoot in seami of any thing 
he m.ay wn,nt! 

Our gaieties have coinmenced, and the town has become 
very pleasant. Though ahij.ost* eyery person’s income is 
diminished by tlie revolniloii, yet as they are all oil the 
same footing in this ■I’cspect, tliey endeavoured to amuse 
themselves, if not by ^sumptuous repa.sts, at least by enter¬ 
tainments where thi re is as much^nirth as there was per¬ 
haps formerly, win n these were infinitely more expensive, 
i'lie Frcne’l) ce»tainly possesrf above all other nations, the 
means f)!" “ making a little go a great way;” and, call it 
levity of character if j’ou choose, they bear up agayjgj mis¬ 
fortune better than the inhifbitants of any other country 
under heaven. 'The same .gaiety whi(?h yon saw prevailing 
among itie emigrant? during their e.\i!e in England, still 
reigns uinong thhm since their return., though the rcvolo- 
tioti has reduce;^ them nearly to«i state of beggary ; the same 
heedlessuess reipoetiiig to-morrow, and the same invariable 
determin;uion of not losing the prdkent nu nent for the 
pursuit of their schemes ofl jileasure. If these schemes 
were aUvays rational, perhaps the projectors of them would 
have the advantage over the ruminating philosopher, who 
consumes his time in puzzling himself about the choice of 
different plans of happiuesS;, till the freezing hand of Time 
disables him from putting any one of tbem into execution. 

I have always been co.nvinced that per^ction lies in a 
medium between our two nations; and thatrby giving to 
the French character a little of our solidity, and taking a 
slight dose of French gaiety as an«^tidbte to that morose¬ 
ness which we often meet in our ov^ country, each would 
be bettered by the pj,escription. But till^buman perfection 
can be met witb^^TO must pal up with the world as we hud 
it, un pvco di bene e un poco di male.* 

An inhabitant of this country would lilivc j.^ped into 
the boat that awaited him, without racking his Train with^ 
■the ridiculous ideas of p/esages and such nonsense, or any 
of the useless pangs whioii 1 felt at bidding adieu to my 
itative country. 


* .K i;«l«fC9d and a little ilh 
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i (tpiat is, seven or eight English of this place) h.ive 

Jatelv'civen a ball to the good, people who have shewn 
civilities (luring oair stay here. It was njiinaroii.sly attended : 
and he some very pretty women, W'iio *’eitai; iy liave a 
incihod of dressing themselves on such occasions with much 
more elegance and taste than we generally see in pfovincial 
towns in l'!ngla..d ; and *tbat, added'tiv t: eir style of danc¬ 
ing, makes a hall room an enchanting scene in this coun¬ 
try. 1 could not bring myself at tirst fh like tin ir'tcah'ii’nig, 
which they li:id adoptetj since their comiminicat.on vvitlv 
Germany during the last wtir; but now that I am become 
an adept in the art myself, 1 find that it htis its charms. 
The w'ultz certainly is not a decent dtinee, nor is it graceful 
for so many couple to btj, follow'ing each_ other like so many 
tee-totums that an invisible power has set spinning: it 
appears better calculated for a public liotisp, tli'an for an 
elegant ball-room. The Frencli ladies however arcfpassion- 
ately of it, and now begin to rival their neighbours on 
the other side ot liie Rhine. 

The purity of the ai’ris such he,re, lluit after daneiug Very 
late, and being much fatigued, an Itofii’s walk on the mail 
is so refrcshii.g as to^riVe ns strength and spirits to recom¬ 
mence on the tollowiug evening. 1 ('Hen tell the people of 
this part of the country, laugliing, tl'.at J wonder how it is 
possible to die in such a climate. J have no doubt of its 
contributing in a great measure to the constant How of 
spirits that accompanies them ; though I am aware at the 
same time, of tlie effects of their education, 

« Tours, March If), 1803. 

I now begin io make myself tolerably well understood in 
French, and cogsccjncntly to feei more pleasure in society 
than 1 have h?thcrto had. I know*few positions more truly 
distressing, tlian that of a man surroumlcd by people hold¬ 
ing a conversation in,,w language with which he is not 
acquainted. If he has'Wiy a slight knowledge of it, this, 
is perhaps worse than if he had none ,at nil;, for the few 
words which he does comprehend, inaice-'«ihii feel the more 
Tegret at his deficiency. The frequent blunders that arise 
from the^istahei' made by foreigners who are beginning to 
speak French, are truly Itidit A ^. more sO perhaps than in 
‘any other country: ibe coh|pfori of the ^n4erft ip parti¬ 
cular sometimes produces a very ^rious inistakp. I amused 
the company much a few da^s ago, by my English pronun¬ 
ciation of their vowel S, the same lime paid a com- 
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to a very pretty woman witUout intending it. The 
'cot\ersation turned on tlie aoniparative difficulty of the 
English and the Ereueli pronunciation: llic lady‘asserting 
<«that there was nothing in the French hingnage half so diffi¬ 
cult to be acquired, as the pixAiuriciatku. of our th. was^to 
them; lo*\vh'ich I replied that we found ll^ FtencTi n 
equally so, sayitig “ ws tl s (which 1 * squudcti^ike vcKsyeux) 
me tuarnunjent //.'fwtra' t*Y ou may easily conceive the 
laugh nosed by this n.’strkc : the lady was pleased ; as she 
had a pair of very fine eye«, ^ fet»tin'o for which the French 
ladies arc fa'iiiius. In geiicral, the whole of their beauty 
depends <in this ; as they are inrlcbleu laore to expression of 
couafeaaucc. ilian to^vcgiilarity o: lealiirc. Tlrcrcsare 
usuaiiy a hiodne-s in Jil'.eii look, vv!ii«i) ill accords with wJtat 
Finglnhincu arc tlrought to think peculiarly bcwii.cliing in 
tlic l'ein:!lc t*iee;*:ind a Icviiy ill their manner, that we must 
1)!' acrustonicd to bvd'ore we cs'.n reconcile it to our ideas of- 
i'cnialc decency. ^ 

^i'hile speaking of the females of France, it is necessary 
to remark, that in no ollv-'f country* are the women so 
persevering when tleV undertake to ask a favour of 
.government. F'etv ol' them arc abe.she’d.at a tlrst or a second 
refusal ; and iiKtny coniinnc ihci*' ell'orts with much zeal in 
the cause they uiulcrtakc, tliat tliey»ahnosi always cany 
their point. 1 would recommend aify person who may 
have a favour lo ask of uiiiiisters, to i iiiploy the irresistiblp 
cloijuencc of a rrciicbwoinaii in pleading his cause. 

The archbislui]) of this place has been extremely civil to 
ns: ami iiuleed it is areal pleasure to dine at his liouse ; not 
only on accoutiL of his being *i man of the most fascinating 
‘behaviour, hut heeausc he loves to express his gratitude oa 
all occasions ftir the civilipcs tvliich he experienced in our 
country. His manneis are quite those of iho bid court, in 
which he had passed the chief part of his early years; anc| 
notwilhsiamling his great age (7C), «{ie possesses all the lire 
of youth, with the ease that seldom fails to ai tend one who 
lias spent a Ipng^ life4f> the (irst circles, ike has i>romisc(l 
to shew me a transteiion in verse which fie has made, of 
some of Shakspeare’s works. 1 very much, doubt it bein^ 
well done ; as the good old prelate does nof^lieak^word of 
English, but tells us that he reads it tolerably wenb It re- 
tiuircs something more than a to/era6/(.» know'iedge of our 

* . 

* This is exactly .'is if a rrcnchman said to nii F.ugUsh lady Y«’jr i f- 
(sounded like yhii/ ei/fs) torment ni'» cxtrciiiely.” 
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language, to trJinslate Sliakepcar into French ver»e. iWie 
here [ n»ust remark, that wlicfi the French in general ge^ a 
smattering of any thing, th^ think tlieihselves proficients 
in it; and ’many times have I been completely deceived bv < 
their aptitude at nnikiug the nlost of a ver}' slight jportion ot 
knowledge. 'Fhcy ccrtaiplj' compreh.end a subject quicker than 
we do;but this readiness of intelligence induces them to learn 
jtothings at a time, that they seldom make,themselves 
masters of one. 'i’heie certainly however are many excep¬ 
tions to this general rule ; dor J think notliing is so illiberal 
as the way in which we are too apt to speak of the Feench, 
generalizing the whole nation on the model of some few 
individuals that happen to fall under,our notice. 1 know it 
is the fashion in Fngland to consider,them as conceited ; 
and so they arc ns a nation : but let us not be blind to our 
own failing in 'lliat respect,® when we dr.w a comparison 
between ourselves and not only the French, but every other 
peopJwtiider the sun. I am/ully aware of the bciiclil aris- 
in.g, in point of sustaining our national spirit, from this, 
habit ; but in France I have aften seen our countrymen 
carry it to sucli a silly excess, as to make them ridiculoii.s in 
the eyes of the iiiiliees, and deprive llicinsflves oi' means 
■wbi< h they might otherwise have pioeiired for acquiring a 
just knowledge of tlie-country'. With all the love and the 
preference tlial ] fc< I justly due to my own, 1 cannot help 
recointnendingthi.s remark to the particular attention of such 
of its sons as may follow my slops here. 

'J'he waijs called llic Mail, which I mentioned to you in 
a forntcr letter, is 7,9SO feet long; vvitli a terrace of ilic 
same length, commanding a most beaulifiil view of a plain 
and the adjacent hill. Tlie bridge is about J15,').5 F’lench* 
feet long, and 4*2 wide; leading jo llic principal and onl\ 
good street m the town, about ‘2400 feet, in length. 'I'iie 
cathedral is a fine specimen of Gotliic archilcciuie, particu¬ 
larly its two towers. ' 

A few days ago we made an excursion to Amboise; where 
wc saw a very ol(l casile on the bauks of tlic Loire, with an 
ascent ill it suffieienlly large'to adiiiif“6F a carriage being 
driven to its top. In the neighbomhood of Ainhoisc is 
Chantl«it>Ji, formerly the seat of the duke of Ghoiscuil, who 
passed the whole time of his exjle at this house yvhen dis- 
graced^by Louis XV. It is now i'n a dreadful state of decay, 
though it is jfinhabited by the minister of the Hiteiior 
(Chaplal). .We saw also a pagoda, which was built by the 
duktj st» order to perpetuate** the names of those wjip 
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tionourcxl liim .with 'tlfcit visits daring hii exile. Tlieir 
nativ-'S were written in letters ot’gokl on marble slabs, which 
it hli been thought prutlent to,iuin with their faces toward 
the wail rluring thcwrevolution. 

• I'Votii CliuntlonpA we went to ahotlicr chiteaii, called 
Chopono. uu, belonging to the family of Villeneeve. This 
is built oi) arches across the river Cher, ami was j^onrsjrfertFd 
by order of iVaticis 1. *lt gontain? sevcial. .portraits of 
Diana of ihjiiifrs, that utoiiarch's mistress, who must have 
been exceediu ;ly hcau'iful; and also two very old pitJnt- 
ings of Petraren and 1. .ara, liighl^v’ val^ictl by the present 
possessor, 

A cnrions anectioif is tohl respecting the late i/iiiahitatrt 
of this singular bitildiog; whicii, if any thing can justify 
suicide, certainly docj-. Monsieur d^.'-V*"* was east into' 
prison durin,'^ tlie revoUition, in common with most of tJie 
other tesj)eclablti» people ip Fsiince, at a jnoment when 
every person who liad tiie nnsfortune to hi; a noblcinan was, 
if apj'reheiuled, led to the gniilotine. While in contine- 
luent, he reiki-lcd that if he shared the fate <rf many^his 
fellow-prisoners, b;s fortune, would be confiscated and liis 
children become l)fg 5 S,.s; but that if he should destroy 
oimself, as his children were tninoi’s, their inheritance 
could not legally be seized, ami ha only sliorteiicd the period 
of his existence by a few liours. Thess considerations were 
so powerful in his mrml, that he effetfled his destruction 
with a razor, and thus setfured his property to bis 
children. 

My rie.xt will be written to you from Paris. 

Paris, May 12, 1803. 

I returned to this place a few day ago, in order to be 
nearer the centre of intelligence respeeling il^e disputes that 
daily arise between the govormuents of France and England. 
The result of those disputes will guide me in my future pro* 
ceediiigs. A rupture with England is much dreaded in 
this country, particularly by the commercial • people ^ 
as it would ma^c it„ impossible for them to unnertake 
any external specufttion> and would in fact prove their 
ruin. 

On ray arrival here, I was very far from bc^ng being 
e.xtremely heated by my journey from Tours; a ffw warm 
baths however have been oi* great service*to me, and I trust 
thatya little rest will perfeony re-establish my health. I 
have very little to communicate to you respecting ray jour- 
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uey» ai> the road is not remarkably interesting. We sler^t 
the first night at Vcndome, which is as duty and unsightly 
as most of the other old iFreneli towns. Its population 
amounts to 7j505 individuals. There ate the leui uns of an 
old castle on a veiy high hill, from which we have'a 
delightlul view of the adjfccciit country. What drew my 
iiieii .on (he most during this day, was an unfortunate 
young woni>>". whom^we saw on *the borders ot a wood be 
tween Chateau Kegnault and Ve«donic, who, h.'d lost het 
senses after having witnessed the cvecution of a young 
mobleinan at Paiis,to vvlipra^shc was on ilie point of bein:; 
xnairied. I'he inomi nt after liis arrest, she tc ok post-hoists, 
and thus atine 1 it Pans some lime befoic him. bh nut 
the cart to which he wa^ chained, at the ciiti uicc oi tlie 
capital; and watched it to tin piisyn wiieie iicr lover was 
destined to lit till his cvccutio i . spe then hind a lodging 
opposite, and.comaiunicattd to him hycb’gns tin csiltof 
her Intel views with his meicihws , idg't, \11 b i * Ifoits to 

save him proved im ffccln d, a.id slit was dc tmod to set 
himpeu'.li on 1 scafluld. . .oiti that i loniciit sht* bccamt 
detanged;—she n*ind tmm fat ' op it, and sought those 
scents where out e she ..dtnowu tl ppmtss which she had 
’magined would bo.li tin.-. \ iltir caue.v.cctci the misery 
ipnd ciesp ur depicted cn h< r eouei ti met, one ot tlic sweet¬ 
est that I cvci behold. 1 conveistd wi*h her some tunc, 
hut her incoheieut rnswtrt, .ice impanied bv momentary 
flashes of reason, were paietul to me beyond description. 
On my arrival it \ endome, t could talk of nothing but the 
nnfoitun.ite cic’tuic that I had jUot left, and who had 
passed sefeial j'eais in the dreadful state m which I 
saw her. „ 

As the thfljicnces between the two nations seem veiy tat 
from being adjusted, you may probibly see me shoitly in 
England There aie many .people here however, who ate 
convinced that no luptiic v/ill take place, in consequence 
of us being so much tim interest ot both to live in amity 
toffciher. If one rotiy be allowed to judge from the con¬ 
versation which has recently takp.n place between our 
ambassadoi and the First Conc’l, th«?'Sxeach can scvirceJy 
he repaued. 


, Fontainlleau, 180S. 

You heaid, with mdignatiou and grief, 

of a mea'^jppiich has ip<< ntly taken place with rcspget to 
all the EtipKh that could tound in France^; a measure 
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wnilftraneled in the history of modern times, and which 
stamps the author j>f it with infamy, I am reJieved in a cer¬ 
tain decree, by having the power of*seriding you this letter 
a safe, conveyance; as it affords me the means of unhur- 
tlieninit ii»y mind to an affectionate friend whose 
tlcipaie-’. ill my misfortunes. ./This*opportunity r&y not 
happen f.equeutly : 1 must tHferefore request'ydu to recur to 
the expcdn’iit on tviifr h*we agreed previous to my departure 
from I'ingland; and ’ oich wil) enable you to discover my 
real siuiaiion, though the acctfunt* of it’uiaj be expressed in. 
terms which oi ei -. cruino: uudeistand. 

You may easily conceive my surprint* and mortification in 
seeing aenter my room at three o’clock in the 
morning, notwithsti’.’.iding iiit* passport was in the foreign 
office, and 4 had received the ^assurance of the minister for 
foreign atSiirs that the Eiiglish were safe, add would receive ■ 
an order sliortly to return to their oan country. I must 
however do liim the justice to «.av, that 1 believe, w4*«n he 

f )roi,c.sswl to infonn me of the intention^ of his government, 
le wins sincere; as we iiiidefttood tliat sadden capiice of 
Buonaparte has iisduced him to makciis prisoners; and that 
this IS an effect oftl.at degiee of passifjii to which, he is so 
lialtle, in coinmon vtith tne natives of his cor airy. 

The greater pari of us w'erc sent fy this town, where I 
have b'-en also a few days; but i trust that i shall soon be 
permitted to return to Paris,* where 1 s'liall find infinitely 
TOore resources for passing the time than at Fontainbleau. 
The natural gloom of the place is now angmryited by the 
number of melancholy faces which we meet at every step : 
indeed, when we reflect on'the prospect which awaits us, 
it requires more than ordiflary philosophy to keep up our 
spirits. The measure hiSvvcvgr will make •Bqonaparte ex¬ 
tremely unpopular; as it proves that he is c.ipahh- of setting 
at defiance all law, and a}l received opinions among 
civilized nations, in order to gratify his natural inalignity. 

1 have fortunately met with a friend with whom, i have 
taken a lodgii)ar,'*”J^d’whose society will iave me the neces¬ 
sity of mixing promiscuously with a number of iudividuais 
([ am sorry to say, of my own'country^ that reflect but 
little credit'dln, themation that gave them birth- ^Mear that 
yae shall inati^ of us suffei* from the conduct of these men 
as in a geneial measure of this nature, ft is difficult to make 
distinctions. - Jt will thejt^ore be my etideavour to obtain 
leave for retiring to a placg sufficiently distant from tlie seat 
.©f governinecit, to escape its attention y and near enough 
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to.the frontiers, to get out of the repubfic in case its 
intending us miiehief: I thitftv this the w^isest plan that caa 
be adopted in our iruJy- unpleasant situation. jr 

J have just learnt that uny^friends have procured me pe^ 
roifisj.fp,.to retimi lo Paris, where I shall only'remain in 
order i'h pi’tonix- the olyect^,that I. have nearest to my heart 
in this counm'. They hope5 may be allowed te go either 
to Geneva or Kancy. 1 should cerlaitily pi(der*the former, 
if 1 did not think its nearness to the I'roulier.s would prevent 
jne from pas^ing the?’retiiitindtr of my captivity ilieje with¬ 
out molestation : 1 shall accordingly re(|uest to be sent 
to Nancy; which, I understand, possesses. many recom- 
jaendations. . • 

Little did 1 think, fti passiirg tliroifgh this place before, 
that J. should shortly becoipe a prisoner here. What a 
difference does h change of ciroum.stances create in (lu; face 
of a country ! In my joiiiyiey last year, I ll)ought the 
ecenfley wild but pleasing; note I can only contemnlaio it as 
» retreat for one wl|o'holds the W(;ild in ahhorreuee, and 
with the sullen anguish of dtsjfaif. iSiiice I have had more 
time to observe the scenery of the iort st, Thave diseovered 
spots which bear no trace of liumnn footsteps, and wlnn c it 
req.uircs but a very small p'ortiou of iniagyiation to fancy 
pneself in some deserl'island. 1 siiiceicly i! 0 [ie that my stay 
in this part of the world may be of short duration, as I fe< 1 
myself growing daily more anci more altached to siieli spots 
as those, where my mind broods too much over the iiorr!)is 
dfotir prese.nt situation. 

Adien, my good friend, on my return to Paris, I will 
endeavour to resume my sp'irits, and send you some-' 
thing more lively; but at present I am ina'dcqutite to 
the task. 


^ Paris, Jufi/ 14, 1803. 

In consequence of the measure which the Prcnch govern¬ 
ment has most unwisely thought proper to adopt towards 
us, we must now.be indebted priucipkyf' io books f-r tl.e 
knowledge that we may obtain concerning ipany tilings iij 
this country; biy;Wore J communicate loyoq, llie portion 
which have obtained of such knowled^ei 4 

pareful to procure a corroboration of the di^gre/it state-,, 
onents ivhich they contain from persons whom I think car * 
pable of giving me that assistanoie. The book which ha? 
uflorded me the bqst insight in{6 every matter of imports 
ipcte whMfih ^lijs nation, is iatitled, 
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geJ^rale et pariii:iutiere 4f la France df sps CotonieB, 

This piMSses for the»b<sst of iis kind ever published in Francei 
jts title is sufficieijt to explain wb'at a .wide field it em¬ 
braces; and how raterestingrit must he, if the di^erent 
subjects ate treated witi) ability. ..-'"'yfr'*’ * 

When you consider vaji exteifl vf ’I’i'.country, and 
its situation, you will tjercei'.'e that it embraces ail the be¬ 
nefits arising from'th’e concentrated rays of ilje sun, added 
to those of its northei.i .ij'bghhpurs. ,Ii th.ucfore unites 
ireaiiy all the productions of the ’rc.sjsective countries of 
liurope. With i'onr liundred leagres of coast, atnl the 
blessings iibove-mentiu!!e(4.wiih wind) Nature lias fas'oured 
it, wliat an imaicnse^li'ld for the ttjenis of an able legis¬ 
lator ! 

In order* to iprin a (renenJ idea of th« nature of tbe 
soil, M. Welaiauze thitiks we ought to divide France into 
three ; tiro meridional, the i.entral, and the northern, 
hl’he iiieridiunal coinmonces at *ibrty-tvvo degrees and a half 
of latitude, and ezteiidsto i^e fcity*fiffb degree; including 
the following departtnriUs : Ivastern Pyrefiees, Lower and 
Higher i’yrc-nccs, Landes, la Giruiidej Iii Licutlngne, Lot, 
rAveyron, Lot and Garonne, f^ers, rArrioge, fjigher 
Garonne, I’Aude, Tarn, i’flerault, ,Gard, s'AidtMie, the 
Higher 1 .oire, la Lo^ere, Vaucluse, Mouths t' the Khone, 
Var, Maritiine Alps, Lower ,arjd Higher Alps, I’ls^re, la 
Drome, la Doire, Ja Idt-sia, JMarengo, Tanaio, la Slure, Po, 
Golo, Liattione, and tire island of Elbe. 

The second zone commences at the Ibrty-iiftli degree of 
latitude, and ends at the forty-eighth. It coinprebeniJs the 
‘following departments : Finist^re, Northern Coasts, Ille 
and Vilaine, Lower Loire, Morbihan, la Sait^e, la Maycnne, 
Mayenne and Loire. Ind’-e and..Loire, la Vendbc* two Sevres, 
la Vienne, Lower Charcnte/i la Chat jale, M'glier Vhenne, 
la Creuse, ITadre, Cher, Eu?e and Loire, Loiie and Cher, 
Loiret, la Nievre, I’Allier, Cantal, Puy de Home, la Cor-, 
r^ze, ryonne, the Cipld-coast, Saone and Loire, Higher 
Saone, Doubs, "jlwta, i’Aia.» LC'iiian^ Jtront Blanc, and 
Loire. 

The third j!one begins at tlie forty-eigln’f degre gj sf lati¬ 
tude, and finbibeg at the fifty-first. It includes me fbliow-,, 
ing departmehts: la Koef, Lower .Meuse, rOuithe, two 
Jiethes, la Dyle, Sambre aiid Meuse, llbine and Md-scUe, 
Sarfe, Mopt Tonoere, Forests, Jemappe, la Lys, I’Es- 

General aad particular Statistics of France and its Colonics, 
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caut, Noflh, Pas dc Calais,, la Sorame, Lower Seine, Cal¬ 
vados, TEurc, rOrne,_ !a gauche, TOiso, I’Aisne, Seine 
end Qise, Seine, Seine atnd Marne, »Marne, Ardennesj- 
J’Anl^, Higlier Marne, Mewse, Moselle, Meurtbe Vosges, 
and Highe'r; Rbine. ' 

But M. Sojie.ini has*giVen ys a'more detailed account of 
the naiine and osieiit of the soil lOrbo met wiili_ here. He 
distinguishes, 

ACRES. 

1. The rich lands, such as are to be found 
in the followins (h-partinentr.: Mont Tonnerre, 

Lys, I’Escaut, Dyic, Ih.s dc Calais, ISiorth, 

I’Aisae, Seine aiul Mriiiie. Seine, Syine and 
Oise, Eure and i.oire, Euro, Lower Seine, 

Somme, rOi-p». Lower Rhfne, TAude, Tarn,*' 

Lot, Higher (jaroiiiie, rHeraull, la Vendee, 
two ,§evr<>s, ],i)lret, I'o, Marengo, Tauaro, and 

and Sosia: iliese he states lif ahout .... <282189090^ 

2. Hi'atli and nfi])i'o(hictive, lands, such as 
are, tp l>e met with lu the l'ollowi!)g d<.j>art~ 
ments,: Two Netiiee,'tJeor, Lower Loire, Mor- 
Idhan, Finisieie, .Norlliei*) Coasts, Hie and 
Vilaine, Mayennc and Loire, I’Cnie, Calvados, 


ia Manehe, la GiionMe, la Dordogne, Lot and 
Garonne, Arriege, l|igher Vyreniices, Lower 
Pyrennees, Landes, Gets, Avtyroii, and Gard : 
about . ... 23.'55ofK)o70 

3- Chalf'y lands, such as the defiartments fol¬ 
lowing : Marne, Ardennes,, Aube, Higher. 

Marne, Loire and. Clicr, Indre and Loire, 

Charente, and .Vienne . . . ,.1334490-lo4 

4- (iiravelJy soil, such as are to be found in 

the dcpartincnls of Nievre and-Allier . . . .984007IfKl 


5. Stony lands, such'.is the following depari- 
menls oontain Sarre, Forests, Rhine and Mo¬ 
selle, Moselle,.Vosges, Meurihe, Mcnye Higher, 

Rhine, ,Go!d-coa$l, ' Higher* JSaone, *S5oubs, 

Sadne and Loire, Juni, PA'in, Yottue, Rhoneji 

Loire Jeindjipe, about . . 1901613®!^ 

6, M^htaipdus, such as Ourte, Snmbre 
Meuse, l^wer Meuse, Eastern Pyreiijldes, 

Ixjzcre, C'^htal, Correze, Higher Loire, Att 
dcclie, Drdgm, Higlter Alps, LowerAlps. Mn- 
itiine Alps^war, Mouths of tlfb Rhone, Vad- 
:lUse,, Puy de Dome, Mont Blanc, JLeman, 

Jsdre, l^aihone, Qolo, Stura, and Dtjirc, about 26239,39458 
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7- Snndv soils; such as I’fhdrc', Cher^ Crcuse, 
ll%iier Vienue, Sarthe, and iyjiyciiiM; . , . 
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Total surface of France l£<i 517 o(i 41 S 

In order >.» acquaint usf with the nature of.it? productions, 
be dividt^s ihe soil into.six parts . 

1 . Ploui^iiefn.'.iids, ’ iiii'h he Oiliniatcs at . (1643887480 


S. Vineyards . . . . . . 486873128 

S. VVoi)rUan>!.s .. i ...... . li) 2694.')232 

4. Ricti pasture lauds.06010.6784 

3. Artificial pasoive hnids.7'i90oo76s 


6. Heath, uncultivated lands, lakes, 

laars.hcs, b»c. CO,S-]585000 


Total i 22 517 364 IS 


A grand que.itfon su,jgrs>,s itself to t^'erv [lerson who ex¬ 
amines the foregoing‘siiitement; I'ranee or gain¬ 
ed, on the score of Hj:riciiltuie, in coiiicqnenee of the revo¬ 
lution.^ When I arrived in iliisi-oniiti T first, in the end of 
the year 1701, I was too young to fi.r*!! any jiidgnient upon 
this subject; aiid on my second visit in 186 2, I had up 
correct and general criterion»l'or such a purpose, as F pas¬ 
sed through the fenile provinc.-s of Moniiaody and Tou- 
raine : I .must therefore leiVv you to people inon-<;:'|)al;ia 
than myself, for iufonnatioti on tliis point. Those who 
,F»ave lost all their property liy the revolutitni, wTI l-. !! you 
that the state of’agriculture is deplorable •, b.if. lho;c,'op i!,.e 
contrary, who have uiadi; their, h-rlaaes S./.the hase of 
national domains, will assorc-'you that n.ilhii*;:; i‘' so pros¬ 
perous. Whiyt has taken place ie. I'ranoe U\ ilie eoui jc of 
the revolution, hap()ened to^ reeSaily, and th'! vvornds 
which it has caused arc not sui'ticieiuly cicatrized, for the 
natives of this c^jtunti*! to give an tinbiassed ujjiniou on the 
subject. M. Sonnmi lias witsten nn^t tibiv eotr a iiing i. : 
I shall therefore not apologize for translaung his iangu.igc 
into my own. He observes: * 

“ As political eyenls hayo a decided iafinenoc on every 
' thing which relates to society in geher.t!and as those (o 
■i^hich the revolution of If80 has rendered us witnes.ses, 
bpye beipi extraordinary,iiand general in their efl'ects, it 
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•will nat be unseasonable to examine what'has been theif 
j-esult respecriflg agriculture; arid this examination will 
furnish tis with some ittterestiSsg notions on its present smtc. 
The revolution has liberated the husbandman from the op¬ 
pression of tythes, feudal rights of the landlords, and quitJf 
reni^C^^&fiinpart); the exclusive privilege of tbq *chace is 
abolished j^and a divj^iotj of the, large estates has taken 
place, in consequence of the<ale of the national domains. 
These are ceitainiy great acquisitions.. What is.lhe sum of 
advantage accruing from them ? Our object is now, merely 
to take a comprehensive‘view of the sulject; to examine 
the advantage which agriculture has derived from the above 
eaiisps, and whctln r they have contributed to its advance* 
Blent: every other consideration is foreign to our purpose. 

“/I'he tythe-holder *an(l the feudal-lord were in a mea¬ 
sure CO proprietors of the lands from which .they levied 
tfeeir op;>rcsbisd rights; to ftie dctriinentcof tlij; rcaf pro¬ 
prietor, who anniiiuiy shared the produce of his fields with 
them- who lind nciilier ploughed iKjr sown. 'I'he abolition 
of those rights therefore, has turtied entirely to t!ie ad- 
■vantage of the proprietor; who noyr ploughs for hiuis-elf 
alone, and lor himsejf alone now gailiers in his harvest. 
Hence the conviction naturally ensues, that he has become 
a richer man, is consequerftly enabled to cullivatf! his lands 
with more care, and,that his farm is better stocked.—Bat 
any one who travels througii and examines every dr'part- 
ment of France, will bnrdiy'fim! an additional shtepupon 
the farms; a corner of land cultivated with luoern or clover, 
that was npt so fonnerly ; Itarvesrs iVoni lands tliat used to 
be barren; or a greater tiiitnber of useful trees, such iis the 
olive, the walnut, the mulbefry., We therefore canuat^ 
state that agriculture has gained, and that the pn'prietor 
cultivates h^s l&nd belter .since he has reaped only for him¬ 
self. On the contrary, what is the picture exhibited by 
the country which was fonnerly inhabited by those great’ 
landholders who deprived their tenants of a part of their 
■wealth ? The picture of misery, and of the most slovenly 
system of tillage- I.t is true, the wsr destroyed some 
of the harvests, and has take'll away the rolmst peasantry 
who were pecujjarly fit for the fatigue.s of agriculture: time 
alone Bli®,. remedy these evils: but what wiU replace the 
rich pr^^letor; whose presencQ, though he certainly did 
usurp a part of'the' fruits of the land, gave life and vigour 
to tpe country which he inhabited ? He distributed with 
oncrband, what be received with the other; hetupent his 
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income in tlie country whore he receivEA4t; and the corn 
whiipli his antiquated rights ena*{)led kinii to collect in his 
granaries, was the]: e only to be sold at tHe^'first appearance 
scarcity. One may therefore assert, that- what the cul¬ 
tivator has gained on one sidq, he has lost oit the other ; 
and that iigiicullure has sustained a loss by the ieriso ation 
in this respect. • , • 

“ The exclusive privilege of the chace was odious, afla 
contrary to’the law of nature ; for, it may be asked, why 
ought not the possessoi of a considerable landed estate, to 
be allowed to enjoy the benetifof flic^game which has fed dU 
his cro[)s ? In giving him the right to kill the game on bis 
estates, an act of justice has therefore been performed.—^ 
But where are the parlieular advantages thus conferred od 
agricuhnre, whicli was tbe plea for abolisbing this privi¬ 
lege; a prwilef^e deservedly,styled uiijusj, since it was 
contrary l« the interests ol'every proprietor who did not 
partake of it? It is necessary to distinguish between the 
hunting, and the animals whiclf are its objects, '['he game 
itself was rcjvlly destraetive no where except in the neigii- 
boiii hood of the royal «:h;.ici*s, where it liad muUi))lied in a 
most aliirming manner; but it must not be believed to liavg 
been so common in every part ol^ Franct-, nor iiuleed was it 
even on the estates of many feudal lords who were extreme¬ 
ly jealous of their c.xclnsive privilege respecling it. It was 
not iineomuion to sport on hie best-presbrved estates si 
whole day without finding a single hare: thus the crops 
were not injured by the game itself, bat in the act of pur¬ 
suing it. 'I'be partridge was of little detririienuto the cul¬ 
tivator, as it fed mostly on the gleanings after the crop was 
•off tlie ground. Hence agrfcultiire has not gained very 
considerably in conseqneiiee of the abolition of the exclu¬ 
sive rights of sporting: oti the contrary, vfhco we reflect 
on this measure coolly, it will not be difflcult to per¬ 
ceive the error wliieli has been copimitted, and how very 
detrimental it has been to the cultivation of the lands'. 
Every one now having the right to sport on bis own estate, 
instead of only fne lord of the manoi>encWiis game-keepec 
(as formerly), instead of one sportsman we have a hundred. 
The peasant who perceives a bare start fregn his farm, or 
a partrid^ fly along on his'ground, follows hfe upon 

that of hi^neighbonr, as a'prey which belongs to him, and 
thus disputes arise. Whiie,the peasant is hunting; the spot 
of laud necessary for his subsistence remains uncultivated ; 
CO that edltivation ia fact kises essentially from the aboli- 
WtfcLIAMS.^ 
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tion i)f a privilege which used to belong onlif io him whose 
avocation was not that ot ploughing and sosving. The 
sliglit damage which the gaaie occa-ioned to the poor''in» 
habiiani of the cmintiy, was amply oninpensatcd by the 
employment which tlie residence of the privileged sports^' 
man procured tor him, or ihe succours arising from the 
libi rarSy t>f the t'ornier. In point of commerce too, a great 
loss has boerr s'nffercd from tdie injudicious destruction of 
the wild game, tbe skins of whicle wpre object,s of a con¬ 
siderable branch of trade. Agriculture has gained mncii 
more IVom the dc*tni^ii»an pi’ pieeoij-houses; tlie inha¬ 
bitants of which used to disperse then'isiivcs in vast num¬ 
bers, follow ihe plough, and not give the labourer time to 
cover the seeds. The w'oud-pigeon^ in particular were ex- 
tr< mcly i’ormid.- ble in fclie hcmp-ficlds, and used to diminish 
the crops of the peasant who happened to have them in his 
neighbourhood.' • #. 

We should naturally be led to place to the’accounl of 
advantages which the revolution has procured for agricul¬ 
ture, the common lauds which it has brought into a stare 
of cultivation. Thb.se commops wheif! each inhabitant of 
the district used to leave bis catl'le to feed, were never 
broken up either by the plough or the spade; grass nevei 
had time to grow on thevn to any length, and stagnant 
water often rendered the pasture of such lands extremcly 
had. This change' therefore might he ex'pected to have 
turned entirely to the improvement of agriculture ; but it 
has done so in a very small degree, in consecjuence of tlic 
m;>nner in which it has been elft cied. Every person who 
formerly elijoyed a right to feed hi.s cattle oh these land.s, 
ha.s now received an allolmwrt of them aiaording to the 
extent of his local po.ssessions. From this division there* 
have sprung up an immense nun\ber of proprietors of land 
among the ?iay-labourcrs, who are found much poorer sinc^ 
their new acquisiiions. These little slips of land were ren¬ 
dered at first extrerai'ly productive by the spade of the 
cultivator; but became by degrees less fertile, in conse¬ 
quence of these poor people not being able? to nranure them 
Eufficieiifly. Deceived by tbe first i rops, the unfortunate 
peasant conclufled that he was exploring a perpetual source 
of abuinj^c^S^bul discovered his error when it was too lute, 
and pern^s is now convinced that the condition of a day- 
labourer IS a thousand times preferable to that of too small 
a proprietor.” ® 

M Soi-oini continues: If tbe revolution had merel;jr 
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effected a change of masters in regard to large estates ; if all 
the lands styled national had pf\fsed into hands accustomed 
to tile business of fiiltivation ; it would still be a question 
tlihelher agriculture, had been benefited by it. All the 
former proprietv»rs had the metvis of pursuing tillage with 
success ; a»d those means were directed 'isefuliy, in ctMi- 
sequence of the greater part lyiving a teste (oc, and a know'-** 
ledge of, the aii; of husbandry. When sound judgment 
directs agritultural experiments, or even the smallest ope¬ 
rations of that nature, ucc'ss is generally the r' Siilt; and 
in the absence of prejudice, e”<*n an dlror. ina} he ultimately, 
useful. The new proprietors have not purcliascd with a 
view to cultivation, cither as a business or an amusement;' 
but in Older to place tb’eir money to advantage, and profit 
by the discredit into 'which lands of the above description 
had at otic ^ime^fallen. All .those great ^-slates became 
•object.! of Jobbing (ngiotage); which degraded agriculture, 
and turned considerably to.its detriment; and their present 
condition coiifiriiis the assertibu, 'J'he farms of those 
fathers of hrench agriculture, might hai'e served as models 
to our hc.st ciihivators;•their*laiids were well tilled, it was 
very rare to see them in a state of declhie, and no improve- 
nent was neglected. It was oij thcir'farms, whic(i were 
kept in good repair, that we met the most valir.'.ilc cattlg to 
be seen in France, the finest teams, hikI the best-assorted 
implements of husbandry; but ilicir former masters w’ould 
■low liave some diiHculty in recognizing iheif ancient 
possessions. The system which has been adopted in the 
disposal of these natipnaJ domains, by dividing them in 
order to facilitate the Sale, has augmented, it is true, the 
hiimber of proprietors wdio cullivate, them, but has proved 
e.xtremely detrimental to agriculture in general. The new 
proprietors were indeed good cultivators; but having been 
formerly mere labourers, possessed neither the means nor 
the instruction necessary for tilling their ground with advan¬ 
tage : and hence the land which was excellent when they 
first took it, is now no more so; its fertility having ceased 
in consequence *of their no^ bcingynWe to replace by 
manure what they took away by their crops of corn, wliich 
they multiplied loo numerously. This evil is the ni^e fen, 
as these rtetional lands were formerly maiiag^-he^ne best 
manner possible, and were' those from ivhicb the j^eatest 
crops were derived; it wil^ however be remedied by the 
hand of time; by degrees the^e small portions 
be again united under one ouhivatqr, whe.© necessity forces 

©2 
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the inferior proprilt^i*, who cannot live upon so snrall a por¬ 
tion of land, xesumc the character of a labourer: his 
condition will bt'Ameliorated*by thechanige, and agriculture 
will be improved^ , 

The suppression of aH sorts of eoivh (an obligation 
founerly imposed on the farmers, to woik gratuitously on 
the high loads with tiieir teaips),* could not tail to benefit 
agricuUuic. 'fhe fanner, frehd tiom this servitude (which 
rendered him liable to be called upon at certain tones ot tin; 
year, wfleii the most favouiable for cnltivatioii'), may no>/ 
chase the pioper ordnietitYo plough and sow, w’ltbout feanng 
an order to alter his airangcment. 

“ In the course of the re\oluti()n some essential objects 
of cultivation have been eieally neglected, but none base 
been lost. Others ai’c become inoie gencial ; such as 
potatoes, which aie now gri^wn in places where befoic they 
weie scarcely hVaid of. The oil ( xtiacleo liom*the beech- 
mast is now in use, whcie people formeily would burn no¬ 
thing but olive oil; and it is greatly to be liojied that the 
use of It will not de/dme, as it is impossible to multiply too 
much tbe.aiiicles of consumption which can oe easily ju.i- 
chased by the labouring poor.”- 

You will hence conclude that the soil of France is di\ided 
into too many farms, for its agriculture to be in high per¬ 
fection. Another .dircamstance which pioses of gnat 
dctiiinent to it, is the rage which eveiy peasant feels to 
have wine of his owp making*! The n-.tnial consequence is, 
that vines arc often planted on soils which aic by no mean-- 
favourable,for them, and bad wine is piodiicetl iiisttad of 
good cotn. Formerly there was a tegulation, and vety 
wise one, that in each province the vines vseie only to beuc 
a certain proportion to the corn-lands ; hut if tlu» rcirulasioii 
exists now, it i\» npt attended to ‘in the least, and \nies aie 
multiplying every where to a most alarming degree. 

I shall conclude tbig long letter with some obseixalions 
which I have made on the agriculture of this dcpaitincnt, 
wliere the maize or Indian com is grown with gieat success 
Corn also is very*'’b»ndaut here ; as well a4 white beet-root, 
which is given to the cattle, hemp, rape, rye, and wild 
cabbage. Thg^straw of the rape is used in tying the vines, 
which lFr«u"<fioerDus, but the wine is in general/very poor. 
Pojatoes also are ip ^reat plenty; and of late yeqrs artificial 
grasses have been introduced^ particularly lucern The 
tenants generally pay tlieir landlords in Kind, or partly 
in kind«ad partly in money t tso that in order to know the 
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f>xtent of a farm, yoii ask the cultivator bow many pairs he 
pays bis landlord ; that is, how many pairs of sacks (one of 
wheat, and the other of oats or barley). 

Most of the peasants plough with horses, which are very 
'^niall; but about one-fourth of them plough with oxen. 
The leases seldom extend beyond nine years. The farm-* 
houses are generally very much out of repair, the farms 
small, and the farmers pooi»i manylittle farmers cultivate 
their lands, with the .spade. Gardening is carried to great 
j>erfection in this de|>artment, and the fruit and vege« 
fables in the iicighbourhyod* ^f JMetz enjoy great 
celebrity. 


. Paris, Jalt/ 20, 1803, 

I have now been returned to thi<i centre of dissipation, 
this seat oJ‘ levity, tliis emporium of science, for nearly a 
moiiih ; l^ut fimtl such an aniipatby on tli« part of the go¬ 
vernment to every" thing Engiisii, added to a determination 
ofrendering our life as miserable as possible, that I still con¬ 
tinue in my resolution to quit the capital for some more 
retired situation. You asl; me in oift; of your letters, to 
which 1 give the preference, London or I’aris. The ques¬ 
tion is ditiieult of solution. There are^certainly more oppor- 
luniiies of cultivating a taste fowliteraturc here than in Lon¬ 
don : a man of pleasure will give tl«i same preference to a 
[)lace where nine-tenths of tlie peoplt are wh dly occupied 
about the pursuits of it: a pts'soii who wishes to study man¬ 
kind, will certainly meet a greater variety of characters of 
every nation at Paris than at London; there are also mor^ 
resources for one who wishes to cultivate tht living lan¬ 
guages :—but if your objeeUis rational liberty ; if you prefer 
the conversation of men whose occupation is public utility, 
to that of men whose migdsare led a.vay frym this object by 
the irresistible bent which prevails in this cituntry towards 
amusement,, you will give the choice to Lo.idon. If yon 
Iqpk to cleanliness and accommocbition, you must seek for 
it in the same quarter If you wish to walk the streets with¬ 
out tfte constant dread of being cr ushed by carriages, you 
must give the palm to the streets cd i^hdon. In short, a 
young msm, or one wlio consults merely the exterior of 
things, will prefer Paris; but a man whose^ji ^dgm gpt is more 
splid, a»d who has passed the hey-day of y^5TOi, will give 
the preference to London. * 

With respect to publift amusements, the difference be- 
twiften the two cquatries consists in this ; a. Parisian cannot 
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Yive wivlioat them, whereas the rrcneralif^' of the inhabitants 
of London consider them as only an orftfi'/ow/y/recreation. 
The Parisian’s first object is, 1o raise money to buy a ticket 
for the tbeatre; and ii'jiny tiling- then refnains, lie goes to- 
a coffee-house nnd sups upon n biscuil and bavaroise (n 
sort of urgent). On (he contrary, in London oiy fiist ob¬ 
ject is to pay for a beejj-steuk ami v pint of Port; and then, 
if any thing is we go at hnlf-pricc to tlie play. I must 
here observe, that the inliabitants 6f this conniny are in¬ 
finitely more sober than those of our own ; atid a person is 
seldom admitted tu'/ee (»s fc tlv„' ease too niiieli in England) 
into the socie ty of females of respectability, in a slate of in¬ 
toxication. Ill this respect it might be well if we took a 
lesson from our neighbours. • 

riuving my stay at Pitiis last year, 1 negieeled to observe 
to you that there are two esttiblisluiients which do lutnoitr 
not only to tlie ft-eliiig hearts of those vvlio*rounde(l them, 
but also to the nation to which they belong. One of these 
is, the institution for tcachiRg the de:if :ind dumb to read 
and write; and to express by' signs not only tlicir imme¬ 
diate wants, but also the most it!trie:j,te operations of the 
mind. 'J’iie other is a,similar establishment for the blind. 
The perfeetion to vvkieh both these arc brought, surpa.-.ses 
the conception of those whd have not actually seen them. 
The first was established by a person whose name will be 
for ever revered by ilic admirers of those who tifford relief 
to sulfertiig humanity ; and ft'lio cotinteraet, by their un¬ 
ceasing labours, the defects which fiature has, for some wise 
purpose, indjeted on their fellow-creatures. As long as 
there remains a spark of sensibility in the breast of those 
who witness the lectures given*in the fmibourg St. .Jaques, 
where these interesting objects are publicly examined, a 
tear of sensibilityv.eannot be withhckl to the memory of the 
abbf; de I’Epee. The person who succeeded him, and who 
has j.)erfected the work of the philanthropic founder, is the 
abbe Sicard ; a gentleman who unites the tenderest heart 
to the most persevering zeal for the success of the institu¬ 
tion. In the course a lecture given'by tlrtf tibbti Sicard, 
he opened a new book which htfd just issued from the press, 
and cotnmu-j|ijpated a part ofiis contents'by signs to a young 
iPan and dumb; who then wrote eveiff letter 

and"|[oint on slate, whjeh was shewn ttjf/ihe au- 

'dicncc. AnfiMg the’ questions put to him was the follow¬ 
ing ; the. aps^r tci which e.xcited the reiterated plaudits of 
tl^audjfiprs/accompanied bysi^g tears of many of them. 

I ' 
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The question wkis : "‘What is gratitude ?” The young man 
looked earnestly at his benefactor with tears in his eyes, 
placed his finger to his mouth, made a motion with his 
pencil as if he ha^ been writing, kissed the skirts of the 
aJ)be Sicard’s coat with rapture, tiled flew to bis slate and 
wrote rapidly, (Jratitude is the recollection of the heart.**. 
Who coiih? be present at this scene and reiiiain unmoved ? , 

The instiruiion for the Mind was esti^lilished by M. flaiiy: 
they are here taught the»art of printing (which they execute' 
witli great preeisioii'), every speeies ol' manual employment, , 
reading, writing, aiiihin. tic, ibreitjn languages, geography, 
&c. All lliis is aceoinplishe?! by faised work, or relief; 
and so acute is their sense of feeling, that they are seldom 
to be deceived when one work is presented to them instead 
of aiiotiier. "I’liey also perforin tlie jnost dillicult pieces of 
innsic witii greet aceuraev and taste. A museum has been 
properly allotte(l,lor the sale ofia variety ol'articles finished 
’by these pbor people. 

Tiic following detail of the ‘principal objects of annual 
eonsuinplioii in this city, may be not vsholly uninteresting. 
Paris is supposed to c()rtsmne 193)-'/'* heaii of horned cattle; 

liogs ; 400,000 sheep ; 36,500 dozen of pigeons, 
besides an immense quantity o/ fowls; 100,000 hundred 
weight of salt-water fish, fresh and saked ; 1,0o0,000 dozea, 
of oysters, worth 300,000 franks (TOjiDOl. st-'rling).; the 
value of 1,002,000 francs (-41,7.'>01.) in fresh-water fish; 
76,000 erawlisb ; wine to the value of 42,000,000 francs 
(1,750,0(K)I.) ; brandy to the value of 6,400,000 francs 
(270,0001.); vinegar to tlic value of 460,000 franc* (20.,000l.); 
cytler to the same amount ;^20(>,788,224 pounds of bread; 
*107,000 quarters of oats, and 42,600 of barley. 

Paris is distant from Iiome.ilBO leagues; N.aples 522; 
Legltorti 204; Venice 23(5; G.enoa 180; M*lan 132; Turin 
160; Constantinople 5.32; Basle 100 ; Petersburg 496; 
Prague 300; Vicuna 280; Berlki 212; presden 212; 
Frankfort 110; Amsterdam 92; Stockholm 304; Copen¬ 
hagen 240; Lpndon 9O; Cadiz 36O; Lisbon S4o; and 
Madrid 250. 

■ Nancy, 1803. 

I reaclted this place about a fortnight sinccrdmving pre¬ 
ferred it io Geneva, for' Reasons which I stated to you in 
one of my former letters. ^In my journey down, I passtd 
through BonUy, which is famous only for its beautilul 
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forest. Between Bondy and 3feaux we tr.'it'erse the plain 
celebrated for the march of the Swiss tvho, with Plyffer at 
rheir head, in I567j escorti-d Charles IX. Catherine of 
Medicis, and all her attendants, back^to Paris. Meaux 
has little else to attract the attention of the traveller, ex~ 
cepts it market-place and a'fountain by Provins.^ Chateau 
Thierry possesses nothing remarkable ; it was however the 
birth-place ef'La Fontaine. «,The neighbourhood of F.per- 
liay is famous for the delicious white, and red jchampagne 
wine produced there. Chalons on the Marne lias a very 
beautiful walk along ll^p Ir.ordf^rs of that river ; the Prussian 
patroles were close to this place in 17f)2, though it is only 
about fort^v-two leagues from Paris. Vitry i>n the Marne 
■\^as founfled by Francis i. after .whom it was formerly 
named {Vitry le Iran^eh). Bar is famous only for a parti¬ 
cular kind of jelly, made from the inside of f,hc ruirant, 
and boiled with sugar: it if. sent to almost evgry jiart of 
France. The wine in this neighbourhood is light and ple;i- 
aant when one is aceuslomed to it, as it possesses a singular 
flavour. Toul is a fortified town, but is considered of little 
consequence since Ibe frontievs have been extended; the 
walks on its ramparts are very pretty; and its cathedral is 
worth attention for .its antiquity, ihougli it is a huge mass 
of stone without beauty. * 

As the vigilant of the police is constantly on the 
watch at Paris to scrutinize the actions of every foreigner, 
and penetrate, if possible, hi« most secret thoughts, 1 con¬ 
ceived it prudent to send you only one letter from the 
capital during my stay there. I shall still therefore occa¬ 
sionally gil'e you particulars of the metropolis, though I 
am How at so great a distanca from it. In speaking of the. 
police, it is necessary to inform you, that in consequenee 
of the First Consul’s not havina a very favourable idea of 
Fouchet’s in\e"Tity, the principal direction of the civil po¬ 
lice has been given to the grand-judge J?egniei'. 1 say civil 
police, as there are ihrefe distinct polices at Paris : the civil 
under Regnier; the rtilitury under general Jurtot; and the 
Counter-police (as it is called) under l>urocy.or rather undet 
Buonaparte’s immeill^ie inspection. The object of this last 
is, to see that the other two perforin their duty. 

Thisn^ba bo fa^l system of spies is carried to such a height, 
that cverj^^trom, almost every, thought, iniuiitpil to the 
government, is registered ; and resorted to as occasion may 
require, or caprice may dictate.* In order to shew you hoW 
yigilant thcq^lfce is, 1 need' only mention a circumstance 
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which happorip’d a short time since to a fiiend of niSne. He 
came from, the country late in the diiy^ af^ier an absOli'ile of 
many years from Paris j and Sn his ainval w«> invited by 
two of his most intimate friends to aopper. Ill th# cotirse 
of the evening, tjie VofJversation turtied upon the 
invasion of England; for you m^hnow that Buonaparte 
already talus of laiulin ,; ^iijong^ysou^ My tVicnd^ havihg 

f iasscd many years there, sta.t#4>^ that fiom the*ob$crVatin{t 
le had made of our national lave foi our country, <Mir 
natural antipathy to Pr; ;?lc, and various other reason*, he 
thought the success of such »ti »tt<iin|rt ejttiemely itt^r^* 
babic. -After supper, lie* retired to lodging at eleven 
o’clock : and the next day' at eight in the mormng, had/l£ 
summons to attend tin; policc-oftice, where every Word thiilf 
he had uttered the night belore was Tepoated and 
admonishcd»not to hold a similar language in futUrC|;iaS,.it 
might invrjlvc hiftt in serious trduble. * . ® j 

The muliitude of people employed by the police, fti in* 
credible; and many, it is lamentable to a*ser,t,^ 

Iiighest birth. A number of returned eiuigfahts, 
their properly irrocovejable/ have throlvn themselves liitb' 
the arms of the police, and engaged ,in this horribW%inii^. 
ness. Women of the first rank and nninuers; all whd^ isc- 
tions once pjoved their detestation of the pfeserit ofden^ 
things, are now the first to betray those who are, impriideni; 
enough to otter sentiments of loyalty to their up|‘ortunato 
princes in exile. It'is even»said tbgt Fouchet, when. i|i 
oflice, obtained the knowledge of many an important secfiet 
through the uaeans of an Indian.shawl l When we ednsidft 
tlic rage which .now prevails among the Parisian ladief for 
■ this ariicle of dress, and tlicir inadequate tneans of pur¬ 
chasing it, we may believe the ntiediote to be founded on. 
trutlu , '■ '■ 

On my arrival at Paris '!• had a’ favour tb ask of the 
government,, which'wls np less than'that of being permit¬ 
ted to return to England.’'A frierid*of mine who uiiueitook 
to solicit it for me, told me, that he would first learn at 4 be 
police-office h»w 1 ^tood in- their books : huf when nb 
rctiirncii from .this inquiry, Pperceiv^^rTnm out of spirits ; 
and on my asking tlfe reason, >be .iitfbrmed awe that there 
was a WqcA'3||w^ against my corftWQnenoof my 

jbaviiig visit^ a pt^oner ijji St’, Pe^ie a iweTvlIhoiitb ago. 
At first 1 Mid wot recollebt the cirdbtastance of tny having ’ 
gone to see poor G**!—- ^hile he Was confined there, 
swhiclv I, seutHyou 40 ' account at the tiine; but I Soon, 
witiiiAM-s.] ’a 
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'reoijJtn'bered that it ,was then registered in the prison-books, 
and 1 bad. now the raortifipation to find that a visit to a 
bountrjrtu§n |n distress had been considered by the police 
as a IiighrTnisdenieanQr. , • 

i V-ifvr,j,en' vre consider very difficbiit game which the 
Ipitst fjondal has had tp pl^y from the first mfy,nent of his 
taking ,the fieins of governffi^gt, .vlien we reflect on tbe ne¬ 
cessity of enjploying vigorous igeasures toward a people 
that have but just emerged from a state of anarchy, these 
precaubpns may be aci^nowledged as- absolutely indispenr 
iSabJo; #t>d thongh'tbe lover bf rational liberty will coniplaig 
pt being thus oppressed, the politicians will not fail to 
jeommend the salutary vigour which now governs France. 
•What I wrote last yenr, 1 now repeat; tbai Buonaparte is 
perfectly jvpll acquainted with, the nation under him, and 
•rales,thpm accordingly. When he first u^pdcriook to diiect 
the pporStions of the mighty machine of government, every 
wheel dF it was out of order: the political, as well as the 
eccjjesiastical state of the country, was most deplorable; 
lihe'publid treasury exhausted by the most shameful pillage, 
the a™disorganized in a degree hardly to be described, 
apd both jacobins and royalists seeking to destroy him. In 
jsucb embaiTassmeiits, something like order has been 
established" in the interior, the finances ate? gradually in- 
cfeasing, and religion has been restored. He has so mixed 
file royalist party with the jneobihg, that one acts as a 
counterpoise to the other; while he holds the balance, and 
ibis maxim of " Jjivide and conquer” is,carried into effect. 
bV-S^orl, if his ambition does not blind his reason (as there 
is^ery reason to, suppose that it will), he will be the most 
dangerous enemy that ever ISigland had to deal w ilh. How 
he has escaped hitherto in the midst of*so many enemies, is 
pne of thg, ciicuipstaiices whiqh have most excited our 
wonder in t|ie course of the events that have taken place in 
franpe dnrlng our remembrance., It is the fashion itt this 
pqimtry, to attribute his elevation to his good fortune ; but 
apy one wbo trtms his Career, will find that chance alone 
ha| not ratseff hithe situation which fie now occupies. 
'ItTequiyes ^ast pnj^ciU.es well as gjental poWers, to exist 
pnaer dne both of b^y. which 

he 'iCw^'^onsjder, that ''l^/mqst minute 

order is ex^^M by Him'prcvious to its' bchtgpb^ into exe¬ 
cution, a^y roe sarne time reflect upon theinfinite details 
necessaS^^carry pii (he motions of this .vast piece of ma- 
pbiueryr^e shall be-astonished that ,the life of one mw 
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can be adequate to he arduous task. Every ^bihg ^entres 
in this one man: hi ministers, with the exception ^’ Tal¬ 
leyrand and Berthie , are cyphers : the Jbriri of hiS govern¬ 
ment is perfectly indifferent; his will is the sole law Of the 
land, and woe to the rash morttil vtho endeavours to^ sel 
bounds tc^ it! With such unlimited authority, ‘anii such 
talents to enforce 14 theye is no difftfulty in aSSerlirig that 
few tnonarchs will he able to«cope with the present rtwOr of 
prance. Whenyou'reflti.ct how innch timb is lost in deiibe- 
Kition by other states, and the contending parties that tlOg 
the wheels of their governaiesits f !'<id,*on the other hant^ 
behold the promptitude which gives vigour to every abtion 
of the First Consul; you may form some idea Of the rival 
whom we have to oppose. \Vith respect to us, the contest 
cannot be brought to an issue sp'ccsdily: but suCh a com¬ 
mand of men as Jiuonapartc possesses through the medium 
of the con^criptilin, will prevent his contests with any of 
the powers on the continent from ever being on an equal 
footing; and if those pow'ers do not adopt the same ener¬ 
getic moans in levying recruits for their armies, the resul£ 
of any snuggle they jnay»have with'hiin in future may 
be easily foretold. 


Nartiy, Net. 0,5, 1803. 

1 have not written to you for som» time, in consequence 
of m3' being in very ill health, and still worse spirits. 
During the first month or two, wc consoled ourselves with 
hoping that the violent measure which had been put into 
execution respecting the English, would be revoked when 
the Ffst Consul should give himself time £0 reflect on the 
p impolicy of it. But we wer* not so well acquainted as we 
are at present, with the obstinacy irt which be perseveres 
when he bus once laid down a line of conduct I’or himself. 
As long ns I could indulge the prospect of shortly revisiting 
our native country,.my heart did not fail me ; but when the 
dreadful certainty presented itself ?o my mitid, of passing 
years in captivitjr, 1 own I lost all my fortitude, mid my 
health has con.»ider«bIy sufl’ered fro m it. Vou must agice 
with me, that our situation fully sCmcicut tp make even 
the stoutest mind idespond: should my letter" therefqic be 
expressed ia,.t^ms suitable to my mclanchStereflejrtions, I 
trust you*will make some allowance for the circfimstances in 
'which 1 afu placed. 

Before conatrtencing description of Nancy and its 
neighbourhood, it is accessary tb'dt 1 should mention to you 

i1 a 
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many places in Paris, of which I did (not send yon an ai-- 
. count from that city. Among otliert, tite Chump dp Mufi 
deset res atteutioa', aotmer^y as a hfr^e place lot' the cx- 
eicise of troops, but on account of the many iiitcivstin^ 
scenes which nave passed rythin it. 'l^he most remarkable 
of them i« the federation held there in 1790, onrwliicli oc- 
cnsiOn'Beats Were erected for a^ve thrfee hundred thousand 
spectators. 'The ceremorty,'as I jeara from persons who 
were present, was one of the most ihipresaive'that coiihj 
possibly be exhibited to a great nation : it was no less I ban 
their nioflttrch taking thehatli of fidelity to the consliuiuon, 
in the sight of his people at large* To tlijs scent; of con¬ 
cord and union, on the same spot succeeded scenes ot 
blood; and with the versatility which chanicterizes the 
French nation in all their undeitakings, to those succeeded 
chariot-races, horse-races, and public entcitf.iiunents of 
every descriptibn, ' , * « 

The Mint is also well worth serums notice. It is situated 
■on tlie bank of the Seine, opposite to the Louvre, aiul vw.*. 
commenced in 177,1. It contains what is ealhd the Mu¬ 
seum of the Mines ; or in other words, a colleelion oi niine- 
tals so excellently arranged, that the miueialonist cm hce 
study with the grer.tcst facility and improvenioiit. It is 
open to the public every'day, fioin nine till two o’clock. 

,Ibere is also anolhe,r‘establishnictit in Paris, winch cannot 
fail ultimately of being extremely beneficial to the nation ; 
consisting of a collection of‘minerals and fossils, the pro¬ 
duction of France, disposed in admirable order. Vacancies 
are left for^the different gradations; which aie constantly 
supplied by agents of government who are exploinig ilic 
mountains in search of ore 'of various descriptions. In' 
«eparate apartments are the difl'erent ores of almost every 
nation, a coipparison of which cannot fail to be instructive 
as well as amusing. France has gained very considerably 
in this brancli of knowledge since the sevolutiun, and now 
finds in her own bosom ri^es which she used formerly to 
draw entirely fruBi otiier countries. • ■ 

Besides tfie n^j^ul, we find in ‘Paris' the panthcOn, 
afseiiai, and Mazarine librafiea. "Wiith all these convt*- 
nienOeSiforata^ and reference, the Parisians ought to be 
extremoi; yet it is remarked that mostoLthc great 
writers of^is country were natives of the different pro¬ 
vinces. Tlie pleasures of the metropolis are unilonbledly 
for the formation of eminent literary cha- 

.«ctei*i^; ■ 
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Before I quit tlie subject of Paris, it is necessary to say 
something of a ver convenijfut body of men, culled m- 
tdumteurs. Since tlie revolution, this class has increased in 
^proportion as theVokunes of other-individuals have dimi¬ 
nished. Many now. seek ih^ aid of a restaurateur, who, 
before tl\p troubles, used to keep a table of their own, 
where all the luxur/es o£ liij|e were sel out to their numerous 
friends. On entewn^ the house of the restaurateur, we 
. perceive a nuaibei*^f tables arranged in great order; and 
when we are seated, th< waiter presents us with a carte (bill 
of fare) having the pride of eifbh* article annexed. The 
variety is very considerable, and we may ourselves deter¬ 
mine to what price our dinners shall extend. The names 
given to the dilFerent* dishes are often ludicrous enough: 
among others we often find cutlets (flaJinaucitre, and bifstek 
deveaui** The difficulty of procuiiiig victuals at home, 
obliged the FreSch Indies, tlurnigthe revolution, to frequent 
the houses of the restaurateurs : and the custom is not yet 
entirely abolished; but at first it shocks the eye of the 
English traveller, who has not been,used to see his fair 
countrywomen taking their dinner in a box at u coffee¬ 
house. • 

After leaving our good friends i\\e‘restaurateurs, I must 
next take you puurfaire la dige^tionf, to saunter in the gar¬ 
den of the Tuilleries; where you wiH.not only be delighted 
at the sight of the different groups of visitors ..'hich crowd 
the walks, but the delicious fragrance of the vast quantities 
of orange trees, the refreshing breeze of the evening, and 
the neatness with which the gardens are kept^up, pioduce 
such a delicious sensation, that one always quits this en- 
• chanting place with regretf ,• Without these gardens and 
the Boulevards^, the Parisis ^ -TOuld hardly support exist¬ 
ence ; and if to these I *ad<^pp charming li^ic spot Fras¬ 
cati, to which it was some Ij^pthe fashion for every body 
to repair after the public omus^epts were over, you may 
forni; an idea of the different places were the Parisians re¬ 
create themselves during the excessive heat which is often 
felt in the city*. * 

I would recommend yon, '^ben you are at Paris, to make 
excursions to Mendon, the valley of Montmorency, the 
Bois de J^oletgne, St. Cloud, Versailles, AltJstjgiprtfc, Vm- 

* * V«al beefsteaks. 

+ To promote Jigestion. + R,»uipar«, 
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eennes, Sc/iao, St. Derinisj, Passy, &.cf These places will 
amply r^pay you for the trouble of rmtig to them. 

' 'I'here have often been greSt dispute!^ respecting the coin * 
parative size and population of Paris/aifd of. London; but 
in my mind there does not exist a doubt od the subject, f 
have attdntively viewed botR; Paris frdnlt the Wp of the 

f antheon, and.Londcpi from the cupola of St.rani’s: and 
think Paris is certainly ihedeaSt by full third. Even 
supppsing its population to be as t'dmvdeFuble «as that of 
London (which uot the case), my assertion would be 
found correct: as the streets ef Paris are cohsidexably nar¬ 
rower than those of London ; beside# which, it is not uu- 
cornmoh for eight of feu different'faipilics to live in thesanie 
house at Paris. Many writers have stated the population 
of Paris at 600,000 sot.Is; but according to the enumera¬ 
tion just made bv order of the government, it amounts to 
547,756. 

On considering the manner in which, the Parisians are 
closelyjiac/fcri together, the ^iltb of the generality of them, 
and the excessive heat which is experienced here during 
the months of July and Augusti we jhal! be astonished that 
they do not suffer by epidemical disorders more frequently 
thdn really happens* Pfbm the above circuittsiunces, the 
ravage is dreadful when anj thing of the kind does prevail. 

Nancy, Jan. C!4, 1804. 

As I came to this pjace pi'incipalJy ibr retirement, and 
felt very little inelination to mix in society, soiue time 
elapsed before I got acquainted with many of the inhabit¬ 
ants. My sitting-room was nearly the extent of «iy do¬ 
mains ; and ray books alone were my liege subjects, over • 
whom 1 could exercise nnlimitedvcontroul. The plan suc¬ 
ceeded very weU fora'4hori {feriod'; but thi^ absolute sove¬ 
reign became at length w dupe to his tyfanuy, fell sidk, and 
was under tlie necessity of usmg his powei with more nVede" 
ration: h,e is now, thank heaven.; restored to'jhealih-i in 
consequence of bein^/prevailed upon, (o take aiiitld morcL 
exercise^ and fix ^isjesidenbe in. a jnetst respectable Frencl^,. 
family. To drop She ,'al luVibn*, I feePipyseff ip. better spi¬ 
rits ;»iid by means of occupation in the raorBjpg, and'sor 
ciety M»th I Jj^tle niasic in tlie fvening, endeavour to drive 
away the buter Ibonght that I ant detained in thil coutitry 
by cronslraipt. ‘’|Flie people of Nancy wei'e’shva'ys fond of 
the Engli^;; ‘phd they consider the, unwarrantable measure 
now ealotc'ed against them, as such a disgrace to the hatioa. 



59 


THROlfeH FRANpE. 

\ ’ 

that; they do every thing in their power, by kindness and 
attention toward tin/ stfanger!», to clear themselves of the 
'odium attending i|. 

iSancy contains* slbout 30,000 inhabitants and coiiSe- 
t)lientiy affords a variety of re.-thurces in respect to society, 
Uefore tli® revolaiioo, it was considered as a second Paris; 
and in point of madnii[icdoce,of eqiii|)agp, tlie-briiliancy of 
its assemblies, and^he«uperior ton wliich prevailed among 
I’its nobilty’ it niia^ fairly vie with tlie metroj>oiis. Since 
the troubles, the society of bhincy, ^n common witli that 6f 
every town in France, is greatly reduced. We still meet 
however with the most respectable pei sonsj of elegant man¬ 
ners though much reduced in their fortunes ; and possessing, 
all (he agreeable vivacity of the ancient court, nntwitii- 
standing their disasters. With the exeeinion of a very few 
individuals,’ the|avcrage of iacoinc amoiijj those who are 
classed as'rich in this place, is from two to five hundred a 
year; and by deducting from this one-third, which goverii- 
incnt takes in various shapes, you may form an idea of tlie 
economy necessafy in order^to briti'g up a large family, with 
the remainder. Yet sitch is the case, and 1 have often been 
astonished at the creditable appearanc^ wliidi these people 
maintain in their intercoarse wiyi each otlier. 

The new town, wliich is one of d’c hands nnest in Eu¬ 
rope, was built by Stanislaus king of Poland, when governor 
of Lorraine, in the reign of Louis.XV. 'I’he different in¬ 
stitutions which he established here, the relief he afforded, 
to the indigent, and the pateu'ual care that rcgnlaled all his 
.nctions in tlie govermnent of his subjects, prov? his good¬ 
ness of heart as a man, and ^is sound judgment as a sove- 
'reign. The provincial administratioii of Lorraine under 
yianislaus, may be held ty) as a model lo frowned heads; 
uud proves how much good can be done even ftith a mode¬ 
rate revenue, if that revenge is g.-spended with a wise econu- 
nry. Though an exact acc'ouij|t w 4 is keptof the expenditure, 
yet few aiondrchs were mdra.'muniffcent than the king of 
Poland : few cq’uld bpast of more talent and wit united in 
their cou|'ts,.lhun at his at Livievlllef ‘S’Kd still fewer could 
enjoy th,f! secret consolation of affording so much relief to 
the distressed, as was nightly felt by StaiaN ^aus wjjcn he 
laid his head on his pillow. With all these pffflis to tiie 
gratitude 4 >f posterity, it h natural to •conciude ihat tlie 
slightest work of such amata would have been revered, oveii 
in ihe inidstpi' ihc nio^t boisterous tmies; but the wretehes 
jji’ljose object was to oyertur.» every religious or moral esiaLj- 
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lismcnt, whose delight was to destroy dvery monument that 
recorded the gratitude of the subjeat to the sovereign, 
broke into a thousand pieces the statue which was ereclcd 
by Stanislaus to the uiemory of his ^an-in-luw Lewis XV. 
I wish that, for the honour of huiniiiiity, I could throw a 
veil over the sequel. This amiable prince, afie ‘ the most 
excruciating, death (being burnt; by tlie accident of bis 
clothes catching fire), was interred in a church at Boa 
Secours, a short distance from Nancy ; ^t.nd during the r e¬ 
volution, the remaips of i|iis munificent founderr and bene¬ 
factor of Nancy, this fsitlier oT his people, this best of men 
and of sovereigns, w'cre found in a common sewer. 

The principal ornament of this place is a large stpiarc, 
formerly entitled Vlnt^ Rnyal, afterward Place du Peuptc, 
Place Marat, Place de la Ileptihixjuc, and now Place Napo- 
leon; from which we perceive, through a irimiiphal arch of 
great elegance, the government-house, at the cad of ano¬ 
ther handsome square called Place Carriere. The town is 
also adorned by a very beauiiful walk leading from the for¬ 
mer, and called la Pepiniere; as well us Place d! Alliance, 
and a number of wide commodious streets running alright 
angles to each other.' This regularity is a striking contrast 
to all the other towns in J'rance wliicli I Irave seen. The 
old town of Nancy is irregular; its streets are narrow, and 
not the most fragrant in the world. The river Meurthe, 
which gives name to the depaiTinenr, runs close to this 
town, and adds very much to the picturesque appearance bf 
the neighbourhood ; at about two leagues distance, it forms 
a junction with the Moselle, and united they form a respect¬ 
able stream. 

'I'he character of the inhabitapts of this department sav- 
ours much of the German, consequently we do not observe 
so much fire in their couipositicih as we meet with in the 
inhabitants of the south of France. It was in a great mea¬ 
sure owing to this apathy, that the people of Lorraine did 
not commit such atrocities as many of their mote southern 
neighbours. They werfe however, to use a French expres¬ 
sion, " hy the emissaries of the revolutionary 

tribunal, who were guilty of so many excesses in the different 
proviqces. ^^fibstailtne horrors that were exercised here 
were the ffSfK of a hand of marauders from Marseilles, who 
like the eetting north-east wind; blighted every thing it 
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ineir passage. At the commencement of the revolution^ the 
king's regiincnt in garrison •here with the Swiss regiment of 
Chiteaiivieu.v, ^ej;e the first to give the signal of revolt; 
* suici when the nK*r*uis de Bouillie'marched against them at 
the head of i!jc nJtionai gu«ids wlio remained attached to 
Lewis ai»VIet>;, the/slaughter was dreadlul. The heroic con¬ 
duct of a young officei-*na*nfd Oes^llcs, ought to be record- 
. ,fd by every pcr.sfip who writes on this subject. The army 
with M.*de Bo'/illie at the head, was at the entrance of 
fin; town in a narrow oad leadyig; to j:he gale facing Metz, 
lichind this gate the instilment regunenis had planted a can¬ 
non loaded with grape, 'i'he gate was on the point of being 
thrown open: the match was lighted, and the soldier was 
in the act of applying it to the It^aded piece; when young 
De.iilles tlircw himself tipon the gun, prevented the destruc¬ 
tion of inany pf his countrjttnen, and nift with a glorious 
death frftin the hands of his own soldiers.—This gate is at 
tlie end of the Place de Greve, wliicii is now being ornar 
mented with plantations; and which, when linished, will add 
considerably to the beauty of the tov*n. 

• Nancy, Maiy G, 1804 

The subject on which I am,aboiit1o enter, is no less tlian. 
a description of the nature ('f the governrP‘'iit, the popuia- 
tioii, and' the Hnances of this couirtry; so that you may 
readily conceive some little; precaution to be necessary on 
iny part, before I commit my observations to paper. I 
should have reserved my remarks of this nature till my 
return to England, if I could possibly foreeee the happy 
moment when I may once more behold our favoured island; 
but even that consolation is denied us. Th.it you may be 
enabled to satisfy your cariosity therefore before we meet, 

I shall send you this by a person on the*pokit of going to 
Hamburgh ; who will take charge of tt as far as that 
place, and then transmit it to you through the regular 
channel. 

With respect to tbe government, the whole power of the 
executive part of it rests,,as I suiU-U to you before, with 
the First Consul; but he has formed a system of legislatiure 
in which the people have & shadow of fwticipajjon. The 
first-consulship is for life, with the powB*»f naming a 
succe-ssQr : the second aftd third consulships are also for life, 
but the Fitst Consul appoints to these offices. The council 
ef state, composed oi fifty members, is also nomiuated by 
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him: as well .ns his ministers, who are eight in naraber, 
and removable according to his eaprice. 

Every new law must be proposed by/ orators appointed 
by the first Consul, to an assembly feemposed of fifty 
persons, of twenty-five years 'of age at least, called the 
tribunate, who debate u^on it. The mdrits of thfese pro¬ 
posed laws are -tlren discussed tl5e orators of the tribu¬ 
nate and those of the First Consul tog^^ther, before the 
legislative body, composed of 308 mombclb, who must bo 
thirty years of age at teas^ ;»au4 who decree or reject them, 
without discussion on their part, in a seciet committee. 
The government (that is, the Fiist Consul) may with¬ 
draw any proposal made by its orators, in whatever stage it 
may be. » 

One-fifth of tlie legislative body is renewed every year, 
and ©nc half of the Tribunate^every three years ; the new 
members being chosen by the conservative sena?c, fioin 
lists presented to them by tlje eh rioral colleges of the 
different departments, whose members hold their appoint¬ 
ment for life. These eflectoral col,leges are chosen by other 
electoral colleges (of districts, called ih French arrondisst- 
mem); which are elected by the assemblies of cantons, 
consisting of every housekeeper. It is necessary here to 
observe, that the First Consul nominates the president of 
each assembly of the cbntons; which president names the 
person appointed to scrutinize the votes, and also the secre¬ 
tary who registers them. These assemblies are convoked or 
dismissed by order of the First Consul ; wlm, has the power 
also to nominate ten members to each electoral college 
of the districts, and twenty to, each college of the de¬ 
partments. 

■ The conservative senate, composed of eighty members 
who must be af least forty years of age, is an appointment 
for life. Their nomination takes place in the following 
manner. The First Consul presents three candidates to the 
senate, who decide on thg choice: or sometimes, when he 
is pleased with the proceedings of the tdrflerent branches 
of the legislature, he Bumes ©nly one, permitting the 
tribunate to offer a second candidate, and the legislative 
body a third U^iprtirst of whom, for very important reasons, 
is^ also preferflrato the other two. .These candidates must 

* The prnnd-judge, minister of .justice; tke nwutten of the interiori the 
njiniswroffmancei thenuiiistesof the public treasury.* the minister of war} 
pho dirccimg minister of the war deportment, for the payment of the tropps; 
the Kuiiister of the mariae; and tiic luinbter for foreign affairs. 
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"be selected from the lists formed by the electoral colleges of 
the dcpart«lients. The First Consul however>-- witihont 
consulting the stn-ite or the electoral colleges, can ^point 
as member of tlse^senate any person who oas attamco the 
age prescribed by law, prbvided he does not make the 
number* exceed »/ hundred aud twenty. These senators 
may be appointed ininisftys, ainbhssadors, ;i5tc. or have a 
isenatoriijl pensio n wt)rth about twenty or twenty-live thou¬ 
sand francs a yt'ur,* oonterred on them. The senate can¬ 
not proceed to business witjmui t^e permission of the First 
Consul: except lor the rcgniation of its own police, in 
which case the proceedings are called only deliberations; or 
for the nomination of a member to the legislati ve body, to 
the tribunate, or to the tribunal o» cassation, which is enti- 
tlecl a resolution. 

With respitc-t to their se*f(r^«*-co«.SM//«»(or decrees)>yhese 
can only originate in an order of the First Consul, after the 
subjects have been discussed^y his privy-council. such 
decrees the senate have the power of annulling, adding to, 
or suspeuding any law; pf dissolviifg the legislative body 
or the tribunate ^ add of declaring void any judgment pro¬ 
nounced by the'eivil or ainainal triljunals, when "they deem 
such a measure for the good«f the slate. 

The First Consul therefore, having alwaj.-. a decided in?i- 
jority in the conservative senate, can carry whatever law he 
may think proper to propose, or suspend the regular admi¬ 
nistration of justice if he thinks it for bis interest to do so- 
Tlse government is n<rw occupied in framing a new civil 
and criminal code: and in the mean time,•even the most 
sanguinary laws that weje framed under the direction of 
Marat and Bobespierre, remain anrepealed; and may be re¬ 
sorted to whenever it 15 judged ndccssary.to appal the nation 
by a proof that the executive power is still doubled to adopt 
vi^oroMS measures. 

The First Consul has the right of reprieye; bat with the 
exception of this prerogative, and that of the senate, the 
trihnal bf cassation exercises supreme judiciary authority. 
Thipjtffbunal has power to censure or regulate the tribun^. 
of-aippei^, as well as the criminal tribunal; to annul then: 
judgmkhi^ when it conceives them to bot^ontrasp to law dr 
to establishedusage; and even to suspendT^ft Judges mr a 
time: but it'js necessary to observe, that whenever the First , 
Consul tbia&prCper, the grand-judge, minister of justice, 

FrouaeStl. to 10431. sterlins. 
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presides at it. There are also for certain crimes and misde« 
meanours, special tribunals, wfiose judgments are not liable 
to be brought before an^' tribunal of appeal', and the forma¬ 
tion of wliich is organized by the Fir^t'Consul. .411 the 
judges hold their appointment .for lifeXand are nominated 
by the First Consul. The justices of the peace, with a mo¬ 
derate salary, are also anpointAl by ,him, and removed at_ 
liis pleasure. The civil governor of eatth dcp.'rrtmcnt is 
calltd a prefect; and consults in all difficulties a council, 
called a council of prefectii'recomposed of five, four, or 
three members, according to the sFze and importance of the 
respective departments. There is also a general council of 
the department, composed of twenty-four, twenty, or six¬ 
teen members, held ev^ry year in order to examine the 
piot:eedings of the prefect, regulate the most important 
aiiaiis of the dejSartnient, and'report the stifle of <t to the 
ni.nistei of the interior. In every district there is a snb- 
piefocl, who also has a council composed of eleven mem-* 
beis. Each town or village too has its mayor and council, 
ci.I ed municipality. In Jarge places.the mavor is assisted 
by one o two assessors, styled adjuncts: tiiese direct the 
cominiss. ri -'S of the police, whose nnmhcr is regulated 
arc rding to the population df the place. There is a justice 
o the pea<*e in every ptinton, and in Paris there arc forty- 
eight. A justice of the peace cannot come to any resolution 
without, consulting at least t\vo"assistants.*' 

With respec t to the population of a country that is daily 
extending it^imits, it is difficult to speak. Some authors 
assert that of France to be thirty millions, others thirty-one, 
others thirty-two, and some go ',o far aj to assure us that it 
amounts to thirty-six millions. There is every reason to 
believe that the truth lies between the first and the last 
statement, ancl 1 tliink it may b'e about thirty-three millions. 
In order to give .you soi^e idea of„the number of soldiers 
that can be raised out of this immense population, I shall 
state the resplt of Daru’s calculations on the recruiting of 
the armies: .. * ‘ > 


The first levy en ^asse pfbduced 

The levy in 1793 .. 

The^ecjjjyiiirfbn . . . . . . . 

conscription in the year 8.. . 


. ?^ 0,000 
. 194,000 
. 400,000 
V 342^776 


Total 1,186,766 


* Since the coronation of Buonaparte, ibere have been but few altera¬ 
tions in the fomi of government; instead of First Cotisul, we have oiilv to 
substitute the title of Emperor, in the above statement. 
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lie observes also that in imminent danger, France might 
choose out of'^ix millions of'young men capable-of bear¬ 
ing arms. If the«conscription is followed up, in the course 
*ol‘a very few yeara /'Vance might bring into the field newly 
a million of soldiers'. * 

ft > 


TABLE, 

Shewing the population and extent o*f each department, and the 
number of individuals ptr square league; not including the 
island of Elbe, and Piedmont. 


Dcjfartnients'. 

» ^ 

Nqr.P’C 

i€a:|tuts. 

1 

Population. 

Populatlun 
of each square 
league. 

Ain ___ 


284,455 

985 

Aisne___ 

.‘{7.9 

430,6‘28 

1,1.36 

Allier ____ 

, .“{0.5 

•272,616 

747 

Alps (lower)-- — 

.'173 

5 40,121 

376 

.Alps (upper)-. 

251 

• 118,322 

471 

Alps (maritime) _ 

KiO 

• 87,C7I 

544 

Ardechc - 

2();) 

267,52 i 

895 

Ardennes_ 

OfS 

*. 264,030 

953 

Arriege_ 

244 

191,693 

785 

Aube___ 

*305 

240,661 

789 

Aude___ 

324 

226,198 

69S 

Aveyron _ 

474 

328,195 

692 

Calvados ...._;_ 

2S8 

480,317* 

1,66‘8 

Cantal ....____ 

« 294 

237,224 

807 

Charente_-_/- 

286 

• 321,477 

1,124 

Charente (lower) ..._ 

35.5 

40^.105 

1,133 

Cher_____ 

• 369 

21S,297 

592 

Correze.._ _ _ _ _ _ 

299 

213,654 

815 

Creuse_...... 

288 • 

216,255 

751 

Dordogne_ 

451 

410,350 

910 

Doubs_ _ 

251 

227.075 

908 

Drbme _ _ 

311 

231,188 

363,956 

7,57 

Dyle -- 

* 184 

1.978 

Escaut i-._ 

153j 

595,258 

3,805 

Eure..,, --- 

307 

259,9^^ 

» 1,354 ■ 

Eure and Loire _ _ _ 

300 

866 

I'iniste/re ......_ _ 

343 

• 474,349 

1.38.3 • 

Forests 

340 

225,549 

603 
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Departments, 

tiquarc 

leagves. 



Gafd_....... ..... 

292 

309,052 

1,0.58 

Garonne (upper)..._ 

3^3 

432,263 

1,1.59 

Gers-....- 

339 

. 291,345 

861 

Gironde_ 

537 • 

“ 519:585 

968 

G()ld-coaht ___ 

445 

‘ 347,842 

781 

Golo_. __..._ 

256' 

103)466 

404 

HGrault___ 

317 

291,957 

921 

Jlle and V41aine _1_f 

* 3+J 

488,605 

1,408 

Indre .... _ 

.352 

207,911 

591 

Indie and Loire - -- 

373 

278.758 

747 

Iscre .....___.’_ 

' 286 

• 441,208 

1,543 

Jemmape__« 

22()J 

412,129 

1,872 

Jura___ 

256 

2*9,865 

• 1,132 

Landes-._ 

46 ’rf 

228,8^ 

, 489 

Leman____ __ 

J29 

215,884 

1,678 

Liamone--- 

2?.8 

63.347 

277 

Loire and Cher__ 

319 - 

211,1.52 

662 

Loire...---- 

244 , 

292,588 

1,199 

Loire (upper) -- 

2H 

‘2374)01 

975 

Loire (lower) - 1 

352 

368.506 

1,047 

Loiret ___.C. 

224 

289,728 

1,204 

Lot --- 

3?i2 

383,683 

1.060 

Lot and Garonne- 

285 

352 9 O 8 

1,274 

Loz^re ................ 

2 (i0 

155.936 

579 

Lys .-. 

2<’7* 

470,707 

2,274 

Manchc -...._ 

318 

528,912 

1,663 

Marne- 

405 

310,493 

766 

Marne (upper)*_ 

315 

225,3.50 

715 

Mayenne-........ 

266 . 

328,397 

1,234 

Mayenue and Loire ....... 

370 

376,033 

1,016 

Meurthe __...__ 

310 

342.107 

1,103 

Meuse ...__ 

318. 

275,898 

867 

Meuse (lower) --- 

1904 

232.662 

1,225 

Mont Blanc — 

. 530 

283.106 

8.58 

Mont Tonniire .......... 

277 

342,316 

1,239 

Morbihan ......^___ 

328 

425.485 

1.297 

Moselle_.......- 

328 

353,788 

1,079 

Mouths of the Rhone .... 

' 298 * 

320.072 

1,074 

Nfethes (two) __ 

143 

249,376 

■ 

Ni^vre _ 

352 

251.158 

713 

North ___ 

278 

. 774,450 

2,788 

Northprn coasts _... 

353 

4995927' 

1,418 

Oise 

■■ 298 

k S69,0S6 

- 1,238 
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Departments. 

Square 

leaguas. 

Population. 

[ Population 
of each square 

1 league. 


3 JO 

■ 397,931 

1.284 

Ourthe ______ 

21Sf 

313,876 

1,474 


" 36‘5 

508,4+4 

1,393 

PyremV-s Hfjwpr) 

• 388 

v385,708 

994 

I'vreHees (upper)_t 

•Pyren<^i>s; (pastttrn) . 

23.-5 

9 ^ O 

200,680 

1 17,764 

879 

5.55 

Rhine (lower) _ 

liilinc (upper) 

268 
'.’•0 ' 

4-44,858 
’ • 38*2,258 

1,060 

1,3 44 

Rhine. an<l Moselle_ 

290 

203,290 

700 

lllione ______ 

135 

34.5.644 

2,560 

iloer ____t. 

2.,9 

516,287 

1,993 


2 'i<) 

1 

• 165,192 

721 


287,461 

1,22.3 



447,565 

1,0.31 

Sarre___. 

244 

219.049 

906 

.Sarthe __ 

Seine... __... 

30^ 

2 t 

387,1 ’>6 
629,76.3 

1,265 

26,165 

Seine (lower) 

3,57 

642,773 

1,800 

Seine and Marne ......1. 

•300 

298,815 

995 

Seine and Oise_...... 

2 S 6 

• 429,523 

1,502 

Sevres ^’rwo) _ _ _ - 

305 

842,658 

795 

Somme ---------------- 

312* 

465,034 1 

1,490 

Straits of Calais_.... 

32S 

•^66,061 

1,726 

Tarn ............_ 

26 <f 

272 , 16.3 

1,012 

Var _ _ __ .... _ 

S 78 

269,142 

712 

Vaucluse 

116 ' 

190,180 

1,639 

Vendee ____ .... 

373 

270,271 

725 


344 

250,807 

» 729 

Vienne (upper'. __ 

^88 

259,795 

902 

V nsp'es __ _ __ 

295 

308,052 

1,044 

Yohne ...-....... 

373 

339.278 

» 

909 

Total.... 

30,50.5 

*33,111,962 

1 ,08314111 


But to go more into detail respecting the population of 
this immense coutmy, [ will send you the remarks oi a very 
ingenious French author, which 1 have found to be in 
general correct on the subject. He gives an account or the 
population of most of the towns, and has divided t^em into 
five classes: with the exception of Paris, wnfV'h is spoken 
of separately; and whose* population,’as I stated to you im 
one of my rormer letters, Amounts to 547,750 individuals. 

♦ The islsad of BIbe, and Piedisiont, vrould have m«de this sum 34,976,313. 
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Tlis first class is, of towns that have from seventy to 
above a hundred and tweiit}' thousand inhabitantsi second, 
from fifty to seventy thousand; third, from thirty to fifty 
thousand; fourth, from twenty to tliirty thousand; fifth, 
from twelve to twenty Ihoustwid. 

Among the towns of the first cbiss, lie enumer/ites Mar¬ 
seilles, which conlaifis fKb4Q0 •inlialiitants ; Bordeaux, 
g0,!)00; and Lyons, 88 ,!Hfb Tlie oflice of longitude, how¬ 
ever, in its publication for this year, states the {lopulatioii 
of Marseilles at 108,374 ; lluit ol' Bordeaux at 104,670 ; and 
that of Lyons at 102,lt’)7‘ 'I’lie principal author of the 
General and particular Statistics of France makes the popu- 
laton of Bordeaux amount to 11‘2,800 individuals, Marseilles 
111 ,000, aiid Lyons 10 y,500. Whim 1 consider the de¬ 
crease of commerce at tlie two I'ormor [ilaces, atid the 
dreadful massacres iliai look place at the other tinring the 
revolution, 1 am inclined to think that even tin; first stale- 
iticnt is exaggerated. But to proceed with our author’s 
observations: After tliesi' tlirt'c towns, he mentions Bouon 
as containing from S4.,300 to 87 ,0()0 iiihabitanis. The port 
of ISantes, consisting of 77 ,000, *is the last of the old towns 
in France vvliich can be comprised in this cliiss; but on 
traversing the Alps wl find 'i'niin, the capital of “ Italian 
F’rance,” which contains 7 o.00(). 

Among the second el'liss we find Brussels, the capital of 
Brabant, containing (iO ,200 ; Anivverp 62,000 : and Ghent, 
^ 6 , 000 . Glicul is rcmaikable'for its extent, its active in¬ 
dustry, its tanneries, its manufactures of thread, iron, and 
wooden articles ; and also for its prison, which has Ih cii so 
ably described by the virtuous Howard, who places it above 
that of Vilvorde. Lisle contains" 54,700 : the hombardment 
in 1792 has almost entirely destroyed tlie quarter called St. 
Saviour; and ,lhtf frontiers of Frartce being extended on 
that side, it has lost the greatest [lart of its commerce, and 
consequently much of ifs.riches and splendour. The town 
of Liege, foVmerly the capital of a s*mall ifidependant state, 
situated at the junction of the Ourthe,.find the Meuse, is 
built on their banks: it is one of the French towns of the 
most eominevce and the great'est industry, and^qontains 
50,000 souls. Thoulofise, the famous capital of J^^guedoc, 
though fffllenji-wn its ancient splendour, contains 51,000; 
tjiis city is spacippf^ .and situated-in a fine plain on the 
banks of the G^rqhne; the streetii are generally wide and 
well built, andy^aieTc are still to be seen in them the remains, 
of Koman antiquities. 
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In tW third class we find Strasburtr, Containing; 49,000 
inliabuJints ; Orleans, 41,000 ;^nt)d Amiens, 40,(;00. In 
this last place thert; are several nianufaetories, and its inha- 
hitaiits are iiidu§trfoiis : it also itas a cathedral, which is 
one of the finest Oothic n!on|iincnls to be met with in 
France; and a walk caljorl L’Autoy deserves particular 
jiiciUion. rsistiies conyfns 39r500, fyid rivals Marseilles 
in point of anticjuity^kMlogne, foni'crly an imperial town, 
and celebrated cven froin tit,o time of the Rou'.aus, contains 
OH,800- Metz contains S.O'jO: this was an inipsrial town 
under Charles V. and was tal‘‘»ti ii1 l€»GtJ*by Henry If. 
of France ; the Jews who settled here, and a remaining 
portion of whom are still to be met with, contiibuted cou-' 
siderably to the prosperity which this place enjoyed during; 
the sixteenth century. Caen, in •Normandy, contait.s 
of.OOO; Bruges, 3,3,000; Angiers, .33,000; Montpellier, 
-.■53,900; lFieims,*Cl'-ru)(jnt, H^san^on, and *Ale.yandria in 
Piedmont, close ihc list of the third class. Bheiuis con¬ 
tains ,‘32,000 inhabitants : it is n«;rc celebrated for its extent 
rlian for its population; the streets aie s[)acious, and the 
houses well constructed^ it has a great i.iimber of manu- 
+'aeiure;i of various stuffs, veils, &o. .The dry cludky soil 
on which this city is built, has idi’ortie»l its iidiabilattis llie 
means of constructing with verf little trouble e.xiremely 
large cellars; where most of the vyine^produced in Cham¬ 
pagne is deposited, and undergees very great aiiultcration 
'-■efore it is sold to the publte. Clermont, the aneii-nt 
■japiutl of Auvergne, contains .80,000 inhabitants; its sti<‘ets 
are narrow, and its houses dark; but its stjuure^and walks 
are beautiful: a sort of woollen stuff called ratine, also 
linen and ribbon, are manufactured here. JJesarKj-on, the 
ancient capital of Franche-coiiitf*, contains 30,000. Alex¬ 
andria has acquired fresh ^importance in consequence of its 
new fortifications : if there is no error in the last statement 
made of its population, tliis amounts to 30,000; previous 
however to its iinioii with France, it contained only 12,0()0. 

In llie fourth clas^^ancy contains 29,700, and Voi-.iilles 
.about 25,000: tlie “ ^litary pomp” {j>ompe sotilaire) 
latter, fpfjpes even the most ftivolouS mind to niediiati'iti. 
Brest cdJii^ins 27,000; its ,road is able to receive five hun¬ 
dred ships erf the line, but the entrance is reJldered ifarrow 
and cliffioult by rocks and fjboals. Daukirk contains about 
22,000 inlmbitants'; Rennes, the capital of Brittany, aBoul 
20,000; and Troyes, the ancient capital of Cliampagne, 
itjbOOO: its hoii«8, in censequence of the great scaicity 

WILLIAMS.] K 



70 WltLlAMS's TItAVEtS 

of stone, are nearly all constructed of w oc d» towii 

(formerly imperial) of Aix-la-Cliapelle, famous for mine¬ 
ral sprin'iis, contains 23,400 f many causes have made this, 
place Ics-. splendid than formerly ; among others, one of the 
principal was the great frost, which destroyed most of i«j 
olive-trees. Geneva, foriiiSily an independant republic, 
hut now the capital of the departpj,ent of Lema/I, cojttains 
about 23 , 000 ; Moniauban, vafiose prosperity was consider¬ 
ably augmented in consequeiuce of the refugf whic!) it 
alforded to the Ctilvinists, 22,000; and Avignon, 21,<t00. 
'J’liis last place hits often changed its rulers; it belonged 
successively, after the fall of the Roman empire, to the 
Icings of Itah^ to the Bourguigiions, to the Ostrogoths, to 
the Franks, to Charlemagne, and Jo the emperors of Ger¬ 
many : it passed afterward to tlie counts of Provence ; and 
then acquired independance in the tweltlh century, and 
government, by its own magistrates. Lcwis,VIH. nc.xt be¬ 
came its master, then the counts of Toulouse and Poitiers. 
Jane of Naples sold it to the Pope in 1348, when it suffered 
dreadfully by a plague, which took oft' a third of its inha¬ 
bitants, and among others the, celebrated Jjaura. It were 
to be wished that a yeil could be drawn over the horrors 
which succeeded itsacunion to France;, horrors which were 
nearly as destructive as tire plague itself, and presented a 
still more hideous picture,—a picture of human ferocity in 
tile last stage of depravity. Avignon is subject to great 
floods, produced by the overflowings of the Rhone and the 
Durance, which have frequently destroyed a part of the 
town. The first on record was in l22f): that in 173,> did 
great damage, hut the most tremendous took place in 1801. 
Mentz, the ancient capita] of the archbishopric of that 
name, and situated at the junction of the Rhine and the 
Maine, contains 22,000 inhabitants. With the exception 
of one good street, Mentz is badly constructed ; its house.s , 
being gloomy at)d ill distributed, and loaded with super¬ 
fluous balconies and iron gratings. Grenoble, the ancient 
capita! of Dauphiny, is supposed to.,contain 2.3,500: it 
.stands on the Is^re; and has manufactures of linen, hats> 
and remarkably fine gloves. " Dijon, formeily the capital 
of liiirgundy, and which has distinguished itself of late 
years for its ct.ltivation of the arts and sciences, comprises 
21,000 iiutividualg. The place wears the appearance of 
having seen better days : its churgb, called Notre Dame is 
remarkable for the lightness aiid elegance of its structure. 
Limoges contains at least a0>500: its commerce consist" 
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horses) oxen, &c.; and it has manufactures of linen and 
poremain. Tours contains abnut 2C,000: this place, where 
the kings of Traneje frequently used to reside, was formerly 
Very flourishing, but is now in a state of decay. Toulon, 
the most important port in the Meditci.-anean, contains 
22,500 inAnbitants; Di^ipe, 20 , 000 ; L’Orient, which was 
commenced only in-j'iyO, eqiitaius 2T),000 ;• Arras and St. 
O.mers about the same fmp>h<.'r each ; Tournay, and Asti in 
•Piedmont, about 21,000 e'arh. 

The number of towns in llje f/tl^ class is still more con- 
■siderable. Abbeville, on the banks of the Somme, con¬ 
tains 13,100 inhabitants: this place owes is prosperity to its 
manufactory of cloth, esiahlished in 1(105 by Vanrobais, a 
Dutchman. Louvain, on the Dyle,, c ontains about 19 ,'l 00 ; 
and Mons,^ 19 , 000 : the riches of the latter consist of its 
coal-mines. Vijencietmes, ftwiiicrly a frontier town, and 
famous for its lace, contains about 17 , 200 ; Uouay, 18,000; 
and l.e Mans about . 17 . 200 ; tj.is hist place suflered dread¬ 
fully during the war of La Vendee. Poitiers, the ancient 
capital of Poituu, contain.';^ 18,200 : it»is badly constructed, 
and nearly surrouudc^l by rocks. 'I’he rivers Clain and 
Boivre run close to, thc^ cast and west* sides of its walls, an-i 
render the approach to them vijry picturesque. It offers to 
the antiquarian inmieroiis remains of^Konian edifices. !Nicc, 
the purity of whose air is so well knofvn, conta'ns 18,400; 
\'ereeit in Piedmont, 18,000 •, [,a Rochelle, celebrated for 
its fainons clcleiiee by thc‘ (hilvinist in 1 () 27 , contains 18,000. 
fiourges, which is considered as the central town of rrancO, 
contains 15,000: its cathedral, which was ccflistriicted in 
the seventh century, is rendered curious by the variety 
distinguishable' in its architecture. Namur contains 17 , 000 : 
Ypres, about 15,000; Maestricht, 17 ,.-j 00 ;^IWalines, fameus 
for its lace, l(j,800; autT lluvrc-dc-grace, KiftXX), Below 
these tlio 'towns begin to be diflicult to^ class; in conse¬ 
quence of the slight dilference between their respective 
population, and inconectness of tlte only documents 

that can be procurlSil. Savillian (or Savigliano) in Pied- 
inont«appears to contain abeyt 17,500; Coni, l6j5(X); Casal, 
about 15|<)0(); Carcassone, 15,200; Castre.s, 15,300; Kiort, 
enriched by its manufactures of shamoy »nd woojleii ar¬ 
ticles, lfi,000; Saint Stephen in the Foiests, famous for its 
manufacture of arms, 16 ,‘ 200 ; Courtrw, celebrated fiorits* 
fine linen, Cambray for it# cambric, Chartres for its beau- 
.Ufwi steeple, Falaise in Normandy, and l.aval, contain each 
at least 14,000, but not above 15,000. Blois contains 13,200; 

K S 



■WILLIAMS’S TRAVELS 


AngouU-mc, 14,800; Beziers, 14,500; Mondovi i 
nioiif, 14,000; and Monlinj;, about. 10,000: tliis 
celebrated lor its cutlery, the beautiful tomb of Moiitmo- 
renc\, its barracks, arird a walk called tlifc- Cour.'^e of Berr\;. 
AleiJ^on, Colmar, atid Hay^^l)nc, about 13,000 each : the 
last is lioih a fortified jdacc anrl.'.i sea-port; its pitadel was 
constructed by Vaul>'ui : a satjdbi'Ab .renders the entrance 
to its hiiibonr rather diiT-.ciiit.* Saitje contains iibont 7,000: 
it is reiruirkiible for a saU sprint;'; 5v hid) is a soiirec of wt'altlt, 
to the inhiibit:ii)ts. Beauvais cmitaius 12,400; Bioin, 
13,300; Giiissc, 12,506 ;'and'Auxerre, 12,500. 

Wti thus find that France j'o^sesses six towns of the first 
duss, six of the second, fonrtecii of the thiid, twenty-three 
of the fourth, and forty of the tiflb ; eleven of which hist 
include idiovc 18,000 ifihabitants ettch. 

It is neccsstiry U) observe, that the foregoinp; ralcnlations 
are toiinded on doenmonts which are cxtrf-inely «hnperfeet ; 
hut they will afford a facility of comparing the rflativc 
jtopidntion of the Freiicii totvns. 

A sixlli class nii!.>,,iit he mtide of places wliich, howe^•^|•, 
from their small imjmriance, hardly deserve the name of 
towns. Blit iherc tire, some of these, which from particular 
causes deserve being mentioned. Ban, tliough it contj.ins 
no more than f),000 inhaliitams, should be noticed on ac¬ 
count uj' i'L- ancient sidendour, and the idciis which it recals 
of Henry IV'. Chainbeiy, the former capital of Stivoy, 
contains 10,poo. (Cherbourg' Ctilais, and Boiilogtic, merit 
attention, tlioiigli liie largest of them lias not above 10,000 
inhiibil-iints^ Nevers anti Issoudun c(>nl.'tin iihoiit 10,0u0 
eai-h. ’i'he ancient iowns of Autun in Burgundy, Saintes 
the eaj'iiiil of Saintonge, tind Viilencc and Vienne in Diiu-’ 
phiny, do iiol contain inore that) 11,000 eacli, Narbonne, 
the atieieiit ,(’;if«tal of a Roman ‘province, has not iibovi; 
<),f)00; Audi, which is rcmjifknble for its cathedral (one of 
the fim .'t in J'l iincc), .about 8,000; Perpignan, 11,000; 
Allii, on tile'I'arn, famous for the council held there in 
H7f), contains 9,boo; Pny, about ]0,^fo; Mulhausori, in¬ 
cluded in the depiirtinent of the Knine, contains 0,000 ; 
laixembomg, so tent'wned for its fortification^,. 10,000; 
the aneietit town of Treves, about 9^000; adrfsCJdblentz, 
nearly *1 l,0fX). 

1 h.ive thus, my ..dear friend, endeavoured to set before 
vou’the comparatii'^ popujatibg of the difl’ergnt towns of 
this v;«t repHblie,i^ut it is nwessary to add the,population 
of the Italian Ee^ublic, oF'wh^ch Buonaparte is presioeyt-, 
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cpinp'rttccl by some at 3,822,395, and by others at about 
4,000^)0; also the populaticyi of Holland, which is at bis 
clisposal, reckoned at 1,881,881 by Etienne, though Pin¬ 
kerton csiinialcs if at 2,758,6;32. • , , 

Kespecting- the revenue of^ihis country, it is impossible 
to form aij exact calcula*H)n, as the means of its exterior 
resources are unknoH'/. Iji the Ja;* budget, the revenue 
Was stated at seven hundred •millions of liaiics;* of which, 
we find ttbove a hiindivtr hud twenty-three millions i' under 
the articles " cx^raord.aary means” and “ cxtraordinaiy; 
and exterior receipts.” Ma.Sy vfolf informed {/Cisons with 
wlioin 1 have conversed on this subject, say that the re¬ 
venue is iniieli niore eonsidorable tlian it is thus stated to 
be; but, from the Fitsi Consul’s character, lam inclined 
to think that his account would raif.cr be an exaggeration 
of the restwirces of tlie country. 

W’hal isre calfed iicre “direct and indirect contributions/' 
arise from taxes on the lands, on doors and windows, and 
on patents •, revenue arising fibin national domiiins, hypo~ 
/Jii (jucn ct ctiiTgiMrement (a per-eentagy paid to government 
on the transfer of latjds), \:ustou)S, lotteries, stamps, salt- 
])its, and coinagt;. 'J’hcsc amount <o 551 millions;;}; but 
from this sum tire to be deducted 21,594,900 francs,^ which 
tlic different departments conU%utcd towards the prosecu¬ 
tion of the war. The rest, except tlte. sum arising from the 
money whieli llic civil ofiicers iue obliged to deposit in the 
hands of goveriunenl as thiir security, is accounted for 
al)()ve ; tlie t(,tal making up the seven hundred millions. ‘ 
The interest of the national debt,, including annuities and 
pensions granted, amounts to the sum of 82,075,517 francs; § 
atjd the number of individuAls wlio receive those provisions, 
is .'lOfijfjlO. lint in this calculation the debt belonging to 
Piedmont is not included, which amounts .to 2,077,277 
francs; || besides 500,00(5 francs in annuities,** and one 
inillion for pensions.■l-f , 

Th(' revenues o^he ancient monarchy of France amount¬ 
ed, according to tlA^tatement of M. Nccker, to 475,294,027 
livres.;jrj; The e.vpences of the state, on the same authorit}’, 
exceeded that sum by 56,l4tf,973 liv*res,'^5[ consequent¬ 
ly amounted to 531,444,000 livrt:s.§§ Thg interest of the 


* N<>!irly 'lO,170,0001. sterling.* 1 5,1*15,0001*. 
y 89r,y«)l. I 3,410,8131. » )j 111,5531. 
tt.41,0601. About 19,800,0001, 

- Jr yy,143,5001. 


t *79,!>()0,0001. . 

** 00,8331. 

About 2,340,0001. 
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national debt he stated at 162,486,000.* The state/how¬ 
ever, w’Jis also burthened with* the interest ot sums borrowed 
by anticipation of the ensuing taxes,, and these sums 
oniounied to 76j892,(X)0;t and there were* 29,560,000 livreslt. 
of pensions, not included irf the account of the national 
debt. r 

A<'Cording to a stattfment lately l^bltshed by the govern- 
Iftent, it pays the sum of 87,40^1,763 francsaninially for 
the interest of the luitionii! debt, for pensions, for the in- • 
terest of the different secijriiies, and for' the sum allotted 
for the reduction of the debt; which amount, deducted 
from the seven hundred millions said to be the present 
fevenue, leaves them a surplus of 6l2 596,234 fiiines.^ 
Before I quit this sulpeet, I think* the following ealcula- 
tions arc worth inserting: M. Arnauld states, that during 
the revolution, 9iere were tw« millions of l^res m gold and 
siver in France.|| lie estimates the number of French acres 
in cultivation under the old,government, at 102 millions ; 
and their net produce at l,9‘i6 millions,** the produce of 
the manufactories at ‘505 millionsj-f-f and the rent of houses 
at 300 millions J;{; ' ' 

I have now stated to'you whatl have been iible to collect 
respecting the nature of tl^e government, its population, 
and its finanv*s. Yon^ have tlius the outlines of the pic¬ 
ture; and with the assistance of those friends of yours who 
know the country, added to that of the authors who have 
written more fully on the subject, you will be enabled to 
fill up the canvas. Would to heaven 1 were by your side to 
prepare the pallet! 

Nii.my, Sept. ;l, 1S04. 

I have somewhere met with an author wlio, in describing 
the French, ‘says: “ he grand charactere ext bieti phis rare 
parini tes Frutf^ais, qiie I’homme d’esprit. li sont bien plus 
susveptibles de galanterie yue tCamour, de plaisir ijue de bon- 
heur, ct de bravourc fjiie de r.ourage.’'^^ P 

From what 1 have been able to col^t, this is a faithful 
pictufc; though I would havCtit understood tliere are many 
exceptions in it. The same versatility which! renders them 

■* About 6.770,-S50). t About 3,203,63.01. t About 1,031,0001. 

If Ahoul 3,042.000L . f Nearly i| 84,0001. 

kl,25^WI. ft a!,047,p00l. “ft 12,500,0001. 

Iff “ ^^SjaraeWP of greatneu is fer tnore rare among die ti 'inch than 
are much more susceptible of gallantry tham ioVe'f'vf- 
pleaburc loan happiness, and of Wduesb'than courage.” 



THROUGH FRANCK. 


75 


men of easy aBclress aficl polished wit I’hommc esprit”), 
prevents them from attaining that solid judgment wliieb con¬ 
stitutes the great man {“ le ^aud chaructere). Jl wc may 
judge from their,want of discretion in talking of their 
amours, and the iafamous manner in which tliey speak of 
females of every description, (1 am now {.'hiding to young 
i'renchmeA,) the sccotyl observation will be found to be 
accuiatfc. Kes[)ecting tt'le f^ird, we'have only to see the 
number of tliose in thts5 country who procure themselves 
'pleasure, and coiypare ’lu-i^i. with the very few who are 
really Inippy, ant!) we siiall fnd, t^at riie account is not 
I'xaggerated. Tlic\ last remark is founded on the impetuo¬ 
sity with which die French soldier attack.s, and hi.s dis¬ 
couragement when onc<; defeated. 

The want of education which tiie French youth have 
experience^ Jbr the last ten years, htis been greatly detri¬ 
mental to the tyiciely of thi« and every •other t{)\vn iu 
iManee. The consequence is, that we meet with very few 
young men who are in the hybit of frequenting the good 
company of the place. They ptiss all their mornings in th% 
cofrec-houscs,. where siiiokiijg is |)eriniftcd (a custom whiclt 
they have contracted Since their campaigns in Germany), 
and at the billiard-table ; and this is Repeated after dmner 
till the playhouse is opened. They are almost all ubounes; 
that is, they subscribe a sintill sum, for admission by tlie 
week, month, quarter, or year. Thi# is their grand re¬ 
source, instead of improving iheir manners by mixing w’ith 
people of respectability. Another amusement wliich has 
always been resorted to with avidity in this country, but 
never so mucii as at the present moment,^ i.s gaftiing; from 
_the man of fortune who stajtes fifty louts at rouge-et-7wir, 
to the poor wretch who sells his coat for fifty sous tc^ pur- 
cligse a lottery-ticket. must ever bq the case where 

the means of gaming are so profusely besufwed on the 
people as in this country : lotteries are drawing ‘-•'very 
mouth; and tickets are sold so low,' that the mcaimst indi¬ 
vidual can procure'Nitie for less than a shilling. 
sequence is natural: the mother deprives her family of loo 
to procurce a chance; the servant robs his master 
his luck; while those in higher life often puts an en o 
their existence, after having ruitjed tltemselvci in ns 
diabolical lure. In every great tovvn the government 
licenses gaming-houses, where people of fashion, meic a 

l^rs, men and woihen, may i«*P«verisl. themselves 


aud bai^ 
gccfrAiifig to law 


The giming-honses throughout France 
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are contracted for in the same way as you would contract 
for a loan in England: 1 aiy told that one iterson at tliis 
moment has the whole mass of these abominable institu¬ 
tions under his management, for which ht pays to govern¬ 
ment an enormous sum. Eo^nicrly it often happened that 
people came masked to tlie gaming-table, underran appre- 
liension that if their /eatures ^verA 4 jj*’‘^^’’vei'ed tliey might 
hj.se their reputation; and in the tii}^.' of the duke of lliehe- 
Jien’s residence at Bordeaux, niupbers of merehanhi oi'other¬ 
wise great respectability ruineff thcinselv^o^ under tliis fatal 
disguise : but now flie lliihg done moiy openly, and the 
title of joncitr (professed gamester) is nt^Juuger considered 
as a disgrace, 'ihere arc individuals even of the lirst fami¬ 
lies who keep licensed public gaming-houses, preside at 
their own play'-table, .-rnd consequently are liable to tl)o 
abuse of every vagabond wlio chooses to risk hischirty 
yet these persons are rceeived into the first tirclei^of society 
in I’ranec. 

i\n Englishwoman woiihf be much shocked at being 
informed, on entering a room, that such a lady had heeu 
tlivruced, that another was [JuWiely.living witli the gentle¬ 
man b\’ her side, and tliat a third intrigued openly with the 
person who was playing with.her fan ; yet such would she 
meet with very frequtmt.ly, bid she go into comjjany in this 
country.; I hear indqe^l tliat they are purifying by degrees; 
but that during the revohiiion, if they bad debarred them¬ 
selves the company of people bf the above ch seriplion, they 
might have been left entiiely alone. Noihing contributed 
so much to^he immorality of the time, as the t’aeilily with 
which married people procured a divorce during the revo¬ 
lution ; at last it was merely netessar^' for this purpose, that 
the two parties should declare before a magistrate that their 
tempers did,not? agree: thus it twis ziot unusual, I under¬ 
stand, to find men and women who had been married five 
or six times within a tpclveinonth. Now, however, a di¬ 
vorce is attended with more difficulty; ^d the government 
has wisely turned its thoughts to that sy^ect, justly reflect¬ 
ing on the importance 6f,;preventing an evil which tended 
so much to the immorality of ffie people. Fproterly divorce 
was incompatible with those who professed themselves of 
the flwftian CaAolic failli ; but owing to ibcpassu’C dispo¬ 
sitions of tine French husbands, of those times, and the 
unduhtfindmg that existed between theflt-and theit^wives, it 
was haf«^: .necessary. Dotttestic comfort did not enter 
into their calculations, op eute/ing into matrimony r’t-he 
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f^iDilivs iigreoil on tlic match before tlie meeting of the 
{tiutics, and every thing was arranged, wlicn m uh'iiiohdls 
was sent foi fruin the convent ; and after tlie trousseau 
(wedding-dress) was^prepared, she was often tinited to a irian 
old enough to be lAer grandt'ailicr. It is miuece.ssary for 
me to state the naturiil res'ill oT such aneniion. Women 
now receive*iin ediiciition niore suitable to being'^s destined 
to pass their d-ivs in soeiefy- *,-\iiciciii!\' the eonvetit gjive 
tjieiii :i taste for llie ranfit'ist bigotry ; or so disgusted them 
with religions ceren;oiii( , lbal(C*vhen they eiUert d the world 
they Inid tiotliiiig lifte religion ,or i|;ry.ci[riil in ilieir eoin- 
positittn. The esseiji;tl naiiinents of l''rench ednetiiion at 
presc’ii are (laneiif^'Iand music ; liie i'lrst of which is con- 
stdered tts indispensably iieees.,ar 3 ', and other ticcpiii-enients 
must be iieglected if the piijiil does iioi pos^-ess tm :ij)l tiilent 
tor the ciipciang art. I am informed even llnit the young 
•1.lilies who :p'e no»' imdi'r the Imnds of their »n!ors, will lie 
:ible to write llicir OW'D language with tolerable tiecuraev. 
'J'bis gives me great pleasure; Jor I kmnv many b'retieii- 
woineii of the old seliool, who received tvluil was ouee con¬ 
sidered as a very liberal eduejlion, and sf cak their language 
with great purity and elegance, yet write iuid spell worse 
than an Knglish cook-maid might be ex^jeeied to do. 

IJefore 1 close this letter, 1 «iust remark fow^ grossly 
ignorant people of almost every desei 'y>tioii arc, respeeling 
the mamiers, religion, and goveriimorit of ia glaiiit. 1 
fiave rcidly heard some that !ia*l liiid a comparatively good 
edueation make remarks upon my own nation, which I 
thought it degrading to nu'self to refute, and which 
eoidd onl}’ be produced by tbe most iinpardoiffihlc want, 
■wf information. Among oilier rquallti scusihlr. obser¬ 
vations on the same subject, a ITciieii gmierid now' em¬ 
ployed, stated that be lijui paid pariieular attention to 
the geography of England, ami bad discoMled to his 
great surprise that Scotland was separated iVo:n it by the 
Irish channel! You may easily sif[>pose tliat I did not 
undeceive him. Tigs general veiy gravely iiilonued iis, 
that in ease of an invasion of Eugiand, he expecird to 
have a particular command: t^e did .not state ilie nature 
of it; but I bail a strong inclination to tell him. tbat iiotn 
his complete knou'U'dge of the euuniiy, lie* oaglii ^o he 
landed on its northern coast, in older to cut o!l ail eum- 
iniinicatior, with Scotland. * • • 

This \^it one of the Ueld-olHcers vvhoin wo now so be 
meet, that have been raised item ti e iueks , jet 
WILIJAMS.] t 
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such men, from their thorough knowledge of the details 
of military operations, pfovc belter commanders than 
their opponents, who have learnt the art of war theore¬ 
tically only. 

A'/inc)/, 1, 1804. 

In consequence pf the vgry tlisoliligiitg maniiors oi out 
English cruizers, the cxterflaf ccijnmeree of this counfry 
is nearly annihilated; and the principal inhabiianis oj 
Ilnnkirk, Nantes, Bourdcau'^l', Uayonive, Marseilles, &e. 
are almost riiinerl. 'Chb pftople of tlJs country are ixu 
quite decided whether it is the ainhitiqlvof our govc'rnineui 
or their own that has led to tliis i«n)ortuiiale nqmne, 
though they begin to see a liitle'inoie cleailyof hue oo 
this subject, than thffy did at the time of tlie cuninienrc- 
inent of hostilities. Aecoxliiig to tin- work tvhicii ! iinv. 
before quoted','*^ this nation in enlployt'*! g.txtT ,iioi 

tons of shipping in tlie expoitatinn of good.-, Iroin ti ^ thl- 
ferent ports; and llie v/nic of its exports in tiint yt-ui 
amounted to the I'ojlowing suin'. : 

< ^ 1 ivur.-- 

Produce of its soil <4’every dcsciiption , , .ill,47-/)00 

Produce of its industry .... . 


Total .Vl';;,(3U.i.,00Ui 
How small a portion of this .'•urn now remains to the henenr 
of Erarice, may easily be ehntelvcd fiom tht cuu>c abo\e- 
slated. 

Buonapprte i.s endeavouring to counterpoise, in .o ccrtriin 
degree, tiie ill effects arising front the los-; of hi.s externat 
tiafiic, by projecling canals w’hieli, if ever they toe finislieif, 
w ill-greatly facilitate the interior navigation of llits iuiiucU't 
empire. '\'he 4'ollowing are the»pntici|)al ones in conietti- 
platiori ; 

). The canal wliicli is to supply I’aris with water from 
the river Oureq : this is in a state of ffmvardness. It is then 
to be continued to llouen, and thet^* to l>ieppc ; a com- 
mtjnicalion between the latter ))]ace and i’tiris will be llit. 
result, without the n6ccs.sity*of going up the Seine, which 
is not at all times safe. 

* Vnl. i. page l ia. 
t 12,t)7!t,()OOr. suriiliji. 

9 , 030 , 50(4 
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C. I'iic caii^.l of the' Ardennes. This canal is intended to 
coiiuccl the Meuse with the Aine hy means of liie river 
i>ar. The llhine will thus etAaniimicate with the ocean by 
tile Meuse, l?ar, ^Aiue, Oise, tind Seine; which will facili- 
••■'.te the transporiutiuii of Dutch Tnerclianrlize tlirougb 
i'li.nee, ns well as wood from*tlie forest/>f Ardennes. 

.‘5. IVom J.a I'eie to Landrecies, and from M.ao- 

h('i!::;e to Brussels, '{’his e;tipil would be of the utmost iiii- 
porlauec,, in all'oidioij ihi- nietins of coimiuiuieatiiig by_, 
bianehes ihrougli La'rroinv.e, l .e Dictou, Sc L’Orneau, witfi 
the Seheld on owe sitie t.ii'j tb^' Meuse on the otb.er. It 
would also proeiiie the means of eoinmnnieatien with the 
Khine through ■viii canal of l.a I'osst; J'.ngenieniie. 

4. 'J'he eunal cn .Ni^vre is intended to join the flight! 
I.oin.' with the St'ine , 

.'). 'I'ho ,eanal of Diovins, intendetl to join the Vouitie 
w ith the Selntv; v.hiidi ■ would be a <'re*it iidvantiige to 
Paris, by faeilifatiug the bu-sincss of eeuveying provisions 
i’or the metropol 

(). The eanal from the lUiiiie to the months of tlie I'lione. 
"^riiis etimil, the most ii.upuriaiit ih it»ean be exeeuted for 
ibis eoantiy, is to coiTiiect the Mediienaneaii sea with the 
(lermaii oeettn. The centre is to *be at Viddieu; on one 
side the eommunieation will estafflislied v iili the Aledi- 
teirane;iii. hy the Doubs, the Saone, and the Khone; and 
on the other with the ■Ciermun oceaft, by tilt 111c and ih.e 
Hliiue. . 

7. thirial from the llhine to the Seine. The name of this 
eanal is alone snflieienl to indicate its importtinee with re- 
;.peet to the eommereial intercourse which itnvili establisli 
betwcim Fiiciec <ind (jermany : it is also intended to form 
•a second lim; of fortification for the dclenee of the country. 

b. Ciinal oi' St. Qnintin, intendci.. to have five biiinches : 
the first is to join the >'omme to the Scheldt, by St. Quin- 
tin and (.iiiinbruy i the second will form a comiminicatioii 
between tlie Oise and Somme ; ;tnd anotlier, at Oise ne.'ir 
TM'iy, tertuiiiales ,,t St. Qiiintin. TIjis eanal will be of tlie 
titmost eonsequen<..k to the internal eommeree of me Low- 
eountries : as it will communicate yltb the sea at St. \ alery 
by means of the Somme; with the Seine by means of the 
(.fisc; and with the Meuse^ through th« canal .^vliieh is 
itMcndcd to be formed in order to join the Oise to the 
Sambre. The third brunch is to join tl«; Oise to the Svnnme,. 
wliieh , .will git ally fheiluate the transportation of coals 
fc-;sr*rtte pits of Auziti. 'j'he fourth branch is to join the 

• i. '2 
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Sambre to the Sclield, between Charlerby and JJi'US- 
sels. ^ 

(). I'lie canal called La Ccnsee, which is considered as 
one of the branciies of.ihc canal ol'St. C^iintin. 7'liis is to 
fstablisli a coinmiinieation between Calflis, Diiiikiik, Lisle, 
Xtoiiay, and Laris.* 

'I'bese arc doubtless mighty seln^mes; yet shofild Bnons- 
parfe ever allo'w liini.-ielt a t'w j'cars of peace, I think the 
greater part oi' them wiii be put info e.xeculion. • 

ILiviiig thus given yon soA'e aceoiint of those eaiitds 
which are in f;oiii*mpV'itiA)n,«it i^ lightlthaC I should not 
neglect such as aie already finished. T 

'I’o hegin alpi'.abetiraily, tlie first is,|?V('c canal called in 
rreiieh Jjrs Alpines, winch connects the Diirame with the 
Khone. It iia.s two i)rAiiches, both eommencing at Main— 
rnort. f)ne of the great advantages of this ctinal, is the 
means winch it, alTords to 'i vast extent* of <i'niitry, f)f 
ohiaiiiing water for tiieir |,asturc laiids; which, beloie its 
coiistrueiion. wi le burnt uj« by the great iieat so severely 
felt in these parts. 

'Z. Ciniiti Je Hiiiiraipiirin, in Uhe department of (lard; a 
small canal, eonmctiyg D’A;giu s Alortes to the Hhone. 

.1. {'anal ol' Hrairt;, This is twenty leagues in length; 
and has o’l it forty-two sliAces, the first of the kind that 
were exeented in Tintijee. Hy means of this canal the 
Loing is reiuieied naVigable as far as the Seine, a little hc~ 
low Nemom's. • 

4. Calm! of Uriiek, in llie de]>arlment of the Lower Riiine. 
This rnnial is lour leagues in length : it coimnenees at .MoIt. 
shoiin, ;iud*teiininatcs at Strasbourg. 

o. Canal from Brussels to Antwerp: forming a coinmu-• 
nieatioii hciweeii the Seine and the Scheld ; by inciiiis of 
the Bn, •!, wl.ipli empties ilsclf.into the latter tiver : il 
passi’s tiirough -Maliues. 

(). Ceiiluil canal, formcrlv called cunrJ (In Ci’ntro/nis. 
7’''is canal e.xteiids twenty leagues, tind penetrates a inoun- 
taiu for the space of about fburicen ,fiimdrcd yards. Its 
'>-r( at udviitilage i.s that of eomrnunicfiting with the Medi- 
. .aoean by the Rhone, witli»tlie ocean by the Loire, with 
,ie Channel liy the canal of Briare, iincl with the Seine in 
' a\ers<ng Larif. 'I'liis tii|)lc eoininuniealion has given it 
a so tlie title of “ Canal of the three Seas.” 

/.•Canal of the Gold-eoast, likewise known by.the name, 
i Biiigiindy canal. Jt is fifty ](?agnos in length ;\;nd eon- 
pects the Saonc to the Yonncj receiving ihe rivers 
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and .Ann.'inr a f'’<J f* Jt vvai 

piaijcclfd duriiv^ lli. tagn ( f licn.’iv iV. 

8 . r.i;!al I'f Crai'>(uu‘, in ifte ilon.-i imcnt of the Mouths 
oftl'c 1,110 ic. 'Ibis can d deiv.i ■ 8; supply of water from 
0 lic Jluriiiire, tia\\‘-es and rc‘i8.;. :>^lie Craii d’Arles, and 
•.•!ii|)iic's lis; It uit'i tlio IIIk'Iio *: .i-iics. Jii's not navigable, 

but Ull'IlS !*eKO|l IllOllbCT ol ■ . >. 

!). (duial from l)o(iay*to aii'f Lens*; completed jn 

Jfist), I)v prder ol L(\?is 'Lite cominiinieation l.)e- 

'fv.ecn i.cais and L sli; I ; Mieady taken |)laec by tiie river 
Deiilc, and :i eoiit-iiir*.,on . i ^ll,c,io^ver llelilc. This ciirial 
joins 'be L\s at \i .oii-. to!!, uliicli eoiniminieatcs with t!ie 
Bfii li'v oilii.-'s; by stub .licttos i!ic J.ys and the Dcnle 
are eonnceiiai u ii 1 /th, ,, 0 , and that eonininnicates with 
tbeStiield. A pf^n is no\, in e:i'*ciitii)n le> eontiect the 
Si Inad uit]i ine Soininc bv li e means of a subterraneous 

pilssagL'. • • • 

10. t’a.ii*' of {I'lvois. 'J’bi-, (■.vbicb is eoininenced) is 
inieie 1(1 lo I'onneei ibe liboini to the Loire by the JillJe 
J l\er ( iier. 

11. (Jatial from l,e,,.\ ii:; to Malim r 'I’bis serves to 
estabi.'i! a <'oinma!i:i'ao;.’ bet'.', eeo ^Louvain and IMalincss. 
It is i'our leaeMie., ,11 leoyib, si.\!y fcel^in wiiitb, and eleven 
in di'ptli. 'I In boais v. nii.b j)*ss 011 U are si \fy feet long, 
twelve feet l.iige, aii.i draw iVotti two to ibrei' leet ot water. 
*^J'be adjaeeiit i.i.n! nas doiibieii m ViiTue sim.e* li.e eoiistiue- 

tiou ot tiiis eanal. • 

1C. Ctinai ot iaieon. 'fbis c.vtends from Liu^oii to the 
sea. and is aboul luo leagues in ienglh. 

l.d. ('anal ot Lane, or J>u Ganl. This aRo joins the 

l-t. Canal fimi the iMeiise lo the Rhine; known l>y the 
name ot Fosse Lngoniepne, in eonsequcijeo ol iis being 
oommenced by oriler of the famous Prineef Lugene of 

Savoy. 1 f t 

15. Soutliern canal, formerly ciflled the can.nl ot Lan¬ 
guedoc. This conaeet.s the ocean to the Mediterranean, 
and is fortv-five lcii^.',ue. in length. It wa.s c.^eciilcd by 
JVter Paul Riiinet ; from tli» plan.s,ot tbe eelebrared .511- 
<licti>sv, the fourth direct ancestor to the present general 
ot that name. In order lo elfcet this jiinetidli, it 
t- irv to cut tliroiigh mountains, and elevate valleys, e 
teison was conslrueted at Noiouse, hundred yaiils in 

ieciMh f.id three hundred in width, tins place being t 
|i g!ic^t'"spot between the two seas, iu order to leiai.i a 
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constant stipply of water in this iJason, & reservoir was 
formed at Saint Ferol, 2,400 yards long, 1,000 yards wide, 
and 60 deep : its shape is trfangular, and it is inclosed by 
two mountains and a very strong bank, ^his bank supports 
an aqueduct which ^conveys the water to the bason 6 f 
Ivorouse, whence^he canal's always amply supplied. This 
'canal will always be a monnment of human industry, and 
proves what difficulfies may,5e s'uniiountcd by genius and 
perseverance. There still remain however two great works 
to be accomplished ; one in the neighbourhood of Carca- 
sonne, ordered by th§ form/^r States of Languedoc, and 
brought to a state of forwardness by them; the other, which 
has been a long time in contemplation, bridge, to serve 
at the same time as a canal and aiineduct, to cross the river 
Orb at Bezieres, by w^iicli means carriages iniglit run by 
the side of vessels in full sail. , 

16. Canai du ,••• which connects the Ratines 

with the sea, and is about a league in length. 

17. Canal of Oilcans, or Du Loiret, connecting the 
Loire to the Seine. It begins at Port Moran, and joins the 
river Loing after a (bourse t)f eighteen leagues. 'I'lie hoing, 
having passed through Nemours, fails into the Seine a liitlc 
helow Morct. This,canal has thirty sluices; and was tinish- 
cd in lGt) 2 , after being tci>. 3 'ears in completing. 

IS. The canal of J^ontargis was constructed in 1720, in 
consequence cf the'river Loing not being navigable fiom 
Montargis to the Seine. . 

19 . Canal from Ostond to Bruges. There are three 
canals which serve to open a coiriinunication between 
Bru ges and the sea : one, named Le Rej/e, passes ihroiigit 
Oaiinne. A second, which js near the (irst, was made in 
consequence of its being perceived that the former could 
not always be sufficiently supplied with water to render it 
navigable. ' This second canal has water enough for ships 
of 400 tons burthen; which can now pass from the sea to 
Bruges, by means of sluices that have been constructed at 
Licke and PJassendal, and are defended by forts. The 
third is the canal of Ostend, which 'brings vessels of from 
two to three hundred< tons to Bruges. The basons which 
terminates it can contain a hundred vessels. Bruges com- 
niunieotes with Ghent by the Beheld, and from Ghent there 
are various canals to the different towns in the Lovv-coun- 
triec. The rivers Beheld, Bcarpe, and Lys, are connected 
b)' canals j and conduct to Touinay, Mejiin, \^iblc, and 
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Douay: this lenders the inland navigation very active iit 
the north-west of France. « - 

20. Canal de la liobine, or de TJme, joins the Southern 
canal; passes thH)iigh hiurboiine, where it is navigable; 
and throws itselfv"**^ MfrlitoiLunoun at the port of 
Nouvelle. 

21. Cntlal de la JlvdelJe, ,cominunitfating,\vitl) the Rhone 
and the sea. 

Wc find from vol. ii. page 282, of the work which I have 
before quoted, that agriculture furnisjjes articles for the 
internal commerce of FraDee,*to ftit^nnountof 1,820,000,000 
francs; consisting of wine and brandy worth 350 millions 
of francs, oil 60 iniillions, about 700 millions of corn of 
different sorts, 404 millions in cattle of various descripiionfi, 
60 millions in forj^c, 140 millions*in wood and charcoal, 
35 millions in wool, 2.3 millions in silk, and .30 millions in 
hemp and flax.* Rut this is* not the whole of its internal 
consumption; as France draws a great (piantity of wool, 
flax, and leather, from other Countries. 

It will not be uninteresting, 1 itope, J'> insert here the cal¬ 
culations of M. Peuchet raspeeling the number of workmen 
employed in the various branches ofsndustry in the country, 
and in the different towns. Fie states that tliere arc 42,000 
in the country (I think he cofisicfcrably under-rates tliem), 
and 215,000 in the towns: that 4lu; formci gain about 
19,350/X)0 francs (806,250l.) a year, reckoning 300 work¬ 
ing-days ; and the latter 900*miUions (37,500,0001.) 

We find in the Memoir on the Administration of (he 
Commerce and Colonies of Ffanee, that the jjrofits arising 
from the different branches of French industry umo.uuted 
in 1789 to the sum of 504,760,000 lit res, thus 


* Nearly as follows : 

Wine and brandy .. 

Oil. 

Corn_-r- 

Cattle.__ 

Forage_... 

Wood and charcoal 

Wool.. 

Silk.. 

Hemp and iiax .... 


£. 

14,585,334 

2,500,000 

16,660,666 
. 2,500,000 
833,334 
, 1,4.38,.‘«4 

1,041.66(7, 
, 2,083,334 


Total ,C-75,833,334- 
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In linen ” , — 

\ tvnis. 

161,2.30,000. 

- woollen goods i — 

92,.300,000 

sill, goods —I ~ 

fashions i^modesy , •— 

4I,6‘00,000 

■ 5,000,000 

furniture and’carpets 

800,000 

mercery ioid irtpinongcry , 

7.3,0of),000 

tanned articles, and furr , 

fi,000 000 

jiaper — — 

7,00^,000 

gold and silver work — 

2,.300,00a 

smith’s work — ' " ' — 

38,200,000 

soap — — 

.3,000,000 

sugar-refining — 

3,800,000 

salt — — ' 

2 , 700,000 

tobacco and snull’ — 

1,200,000 

arts and trades' — 

t)0,0(.Y),000 


A- 

Total 

504,730,000 


M. Pmu'liet observes, that it may be easily imagined this 
table eantiol be at tlie present <,iiiie^cxaet]y eorrect as to 
several ol' the arlieler : for instaiiee, tlie sngar-refiniiig 
amounts to less lhain above stated, and the produce of the 
salt to more. But as it is *vhc only tolerably eorrect list 
which 1 can now find, 'T have sent it for yoiir perusal. 

The produce of the mineral substances i'onnd in France 
is as follows : ' 


' Neafly as follows ; 

l.incn.■-1-6,7IS,7jO 

^^'oollcn goods ____ 

Silk goods ..._ ],73;j,33^ 

Modes... _,- 208,333 

Furniture and carpets .•- 33,,333 

Mercery and ironmongery_3,l2hOOO 

Tanned articles, And furs..._ 230,000 

Paper. 300,000 

Gold and silver work_ 101',l67 

Smith’s work __1,5U1,6’6'7‘ 

Soap- ,.i _H_ 208,333 

Sugar-r^:fining_•. . 24'1,6'()7 

“■Sait.... 112,300 

Tobacco an^ snuff_........ 50,000 

Arts and trades ___ 2,500,000 


;£.21,031,256 
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Total {15O,iO2,O00l6,254',2S4 1,100,790 4,403,ItiO 
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If to the foregomg statement you add .t^a millions of 
francs,* at which ihe> product of the inlaud fisheries' arc 
valued^ yon will be ‘enabled to form toine idea of the 
amount of tbe several objects which the differenir 

branches of the injerior navfoation an^ traffic of France. 

' The tolls levied on the different ca''zals vary According 
to circumstances, and therefore cfant/ot be exactly ascer- 
taji’ed. They are under the* contiol of the prefects of 
departments, who report to the minister of the interior 
concerning them : the mirj,ibtey then ;,ends his ordcis about 
lefting them, raising'or diminishing the rates, &c. 

The roads are kept up by means of turnpike gates, at 
which are paid the following tolls; and these are Jet 
every three years to ^^the highest' bitlner approved by 
government. The roads aie under tl e direct^n of the 
prefect and council general of each deparjitnent in which 
they are situated. 

Toll for every of five kilometres (a league and 

a quarter.) 

« , C< atimci.f Sols, 

For each horse or mule, drawing a waggon or 

cart... 10 or 2 

For each ox or ass drawing a waggon or cart ... 5 or 1 
For each horse or i^iule drawing a carriage on 

springs.15 or 2}. 

For each horse or mule carrying a person.10 or 2 

For each horse or mule loaded (pack-horse) ... 5 or 1 

Daring tire five mouths from 15lh Brumaire to 15tli 
Germinal: 

* Wyriagrams. f 

A carriage with four wheels must only weigh.440 

A carriage with (wo wheels .250 

A carriage with four wheels of 9 inches and 3 lines in 

width.. ....650 

A carriage with two wheels of 9 inches and 3 lines 

each . ... 350t 

During seven month(S, ftoqi 15th Germinal to 13th 
Brumatre; . ’ ‘ 

, c Myriagnuns. 

A carriage witb'^ur wheels ^MiSt.weigh not above —650 
.. with two ^ ks. - - . _ 370 

<•416,6661 

I A centime hundredth part of a franc ( or iOd. sterling). 

A myriagiti^ is c<|uai Co 21 lb. 1 oz. i dr. aToirdupois. 










fUAHC* ^ 

A Carriage \IUli fonr« of 9 indies ^ jnes facial' • - 475 

I.have now given yon a3«aceunitl ai^ account as | can 
procure, con<^rning the different pleads of the ipmaat 
commerce of^^iSce, and the memis of conveyance ttsed 
in it. 1 omit nlferting the*rcbpeotive roads ivbicji serve 
for this purpose, m they are to be four/H in every itiner%i;3r 
of this country ; b\t ^ d^seviption^f th^ canals is not so 
common. , • ' 

• Nancy, January «6, 1819^?' 

I have just return^ from making a /nost delightful toor 
in the Vosges, with a friend %in<f hft. family in whose faol|S9$ 
I was staying for some time. He resides about sevea 
leagues from this place; and is particularly anxious, by 
his atreritioD to',,the ‘English, to prove his gratitude for 
the asylum whicia our country iftrorded him during his 
exile froih his own. Having recovered a great part of 
his property. He is able to tlisplay the hospitality which is 
so congenial to his disposition. Air and exercise were of 
infinite seivice to me, and fended to n^nke me lose the 
bitter thought of my being likely remain long absent 
from my native iand^ • 

As the French here go into the country to retrench, 
we do not meet the same luxury ami comfort as in Eog> 
land; and this observation is j^arlicnlarly just at the break* 
fast-table. Instead of the comfertoble me .I which yon 
find on your side of the water, where every thing provokes 
the appetite by its dohgRtful cleanliness, we peronve 
here the tea-limigs displayed upon a deal table, witDout 
a cloth; and most of the people eating their breakfast 
in their bed-gowns, while they run about the looin. In¬ 
stead of that pleasing reunion of all the taiuily which 
takes place at an English breakfa-t, we heie seldom see 
the lady of the house preside; and very*feMf of (he party 
assemble at the time appointed (about nine) to eat their 
first meal, as many of them bicakfast in their bed-rooms. 
Afterward, those who shoot amuse themselves with their 
guns till one; whcyi the dinner-bell is rung, and all meet 
together. This repast is much more comfortable than 
the fpripcr, and there is always ft great variety of dishes 
on the table; bht'tbe eye of the Engli^iniciii searches iij, 
vain for the sidebdapd, which is generally laid ^out with 
so much ipeatness iti bis own country : neither does hf- 
find the.pWte so bright, llie glass so well polished by rub- 
bins^ tbe Ipxpry or a horsehair chair, or a carp’et. ft 
may be said, .where tb® ;;pp’etiie is good these aiticles ury 
* M a 
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tuperflaou$; but cussttf{a» hjis made them familiar to 

us, that we are loui' hefortf we can be' Reconciled. to 
their Joss. ; ' V - g 

in the evening thdse who like wa|.^g better than* 
cards, make little excursions*-in the nty^bburhood; and 
at :nine supper is served up : after wl/ch a cotiversation 
generally ensues, rcp'ete with aM tne life jind gaiety 
^^^jainiinate the natives of thik courvtry; and often inters¬ 
persed with observations which ar^ both entertaining 
and instructive, paraicularly to the i(trangcr who wisijes 
fo0 information respecting their customs and manners. 
Here it must be observed, that the French are not only 
more communicative than ourselves c( what conc<’ins 
such points, but also in ^^egaid to the e^eriments which 
they make in the different branches ot manufaciure and 
arts. „ .> 'I . 

Jn consequence of the tacit permission of thd general 
under whose orders we are, was induced to take a little 
tour in the mountains of the Vosges ; and returned very 
xnueh delighted w'ith. iny journey. Our party consisted 
of the family with whom 1 was'residing in the country, 
and some of their Parisian friends; five in the whole. 
The first town wliicii Ve visited was Epinal, most beau¬ 
tifully situated on the banks of the Moselle, and in ii,e 
midst of mountains oo^'ered with immense fir-trees ai.d 
oaks. It is one of the cleanest towns which I have seen 
in France, and in almost every street there are two streams 
of the clearest water that can be imagined. The Moselle 
is famous for'‘the transparency of i s warer, and iri suui- 
raer offers some tnuly picturesque scenery ; but in winter 
it is subject lo great inundatiohs, and inuph mischief is 
often the consequence. 

Our nest sKige‘was to Plombi^rcs; a place celebrated 
for its hot springs, the virtue of which corresponds with 
our Bath W'atcrs. One “of them boils an egg in a fe\y 
jni nutes: but when the w'uter is put over'the Jire it is ob¬ 
served that it does not boil sooner than common water. 
Another singular property whi^h it possesses is, that on 
touching a glass filled tyith it, one can hardly^dure the heal; 
but we drink tht'.water Witliout This town 

js the general resort of the fashjtmable /fpmaies of Paris 
who pi;e either or fancy themkelvi^ so, in order to in¬ 
duce their crdeiilous liusbaods t<3i*indplge them m a jour- 
jjpr hither: which latter case is* "very comipon when 
ij^t^ame wisiie;;- tPimake an assi^Ratiop with t^e pbjecf 
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®f iier illicfc amours, as it is ne^r coijsWtred requisite 
that the husfand should ac«ompan J her. 

Noihing can surpass the roniantl: scenery in the neigh¬ 
bourhood pPPlptnbitires; particularly the tsalley of Ajol, 
about two leag^s distant, *vhich is a favorite excursion 
with visjjtors. EvVy tiling here is retnSrkably cheap : hojyd 
and lodging can lA pjocgrcd for fgur, fiye, or si.x francs* 
a day, according fo#tl)c manner in wliich we wisir^ito be 
accoinnfodated. 'Blie town is famous for a spirit dislmiro 
from a small black^iieny that grows wild hereabout; and. 
called by the naLives kirfca*rcafsci», or Jiirkeri-ZL'iisxr (^charrym 
water). People beeonie very fond of it by habit, though, 
it appears to me necessary to have one’s throatjpaacdin 
order to drink any qtiantity. 

After exaininiijg all ilic beauties of Plombii^res, we pro¬ 
ceeded ifeross a |Alrt of the Vosges to llemiremont. Every, 
siep iu •In sc liantiug mountains recalled to mind the 
happy flays which 1 spent in South Wales. The compari¬ 
son between my [nesent situation and those short-lived ino* 
uients of tclicily, was not calculate],! to make me an agree-, 
able (oinpanion : 1, ihcitfore took my horse and left the 
carnages, that 1 might wander m tlie mpiintaius and in¬ 
dulge in a melancholy which, when iIk; heart is oppressed, 
proves Its greatest consolatiol). 

Hom.remont is a neat little tonsn, cdnta'ning between, 
two and three thousand inhabitants. Tlie soil of this dis¬ 
trict produces rye, oats, nflllel, hncU-'vlitat, a great quan¬ 
tity of wood, and pasture : which last i» to be found some¬ 
times in the midst of the mpst barren lands, gii consequence 
of the inliabitunts having cither Inuught llio soil to tlie 
sppt with immense labour, or concliicced ihilber the rivulets 
in wiiicti the mountains abound, .n ortiei to fertilize their 
little propelly. lly riiis means tlicy Wre ^enabled to cut 
their grass three and sometimes four times in a season; 
and mow so close, that the whole country ap[)ears, after 
having undergone this sharing, like a garden. 

Next day we proceeded to the house of a friend, where 
tve staid, some days, after passing through a wild,nu)uufain- 
piis'couiitry ^lueh is c:ill#?d Switfterlnud in ininialure. We- 
dined in our.^py on the borders of the \iike of tierard-mer, 
the surrounding scenery of which is very beautiftil. After! 
staying some time with this gendeugiii, who entertained ys 
witlj: iiji l^at hospitality which renders a country-Tiouse so 
delightful, Ve returned through BiuyCies and Kemberyillef 

From?,*'. Od. to 5s. per day. 
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li>tbe place whence started^-having mad| amostde* 
lightfui tour of about *n i?ays» 

Before 1 quk this sul|^ect^ i must inform j^u that these 
mountains contain iinmeiise riches; and we;^lhey enpiored 
proper)^, would prove a vast source of wi^b to the conn* 
trjt; 1 ney include diines of iron,dead, ylver, and^eopper; 
,sotne of which ar^ worly^d ; but »ot«ori^ grand scale, for 
;.V|ra^»^af.capital. There are quafries of granite and marble 
OT’Jafious descriptions; and a great qnaj tity of hot'springs, 
the principal of wbiqh are at I’tombi^r/^s and Bains. The 
manufactures consist of irtnj tin^ glass, pottery, paper, deal 
Iwxes, wooden shoes, pails, Sec. laoe, cotton, linen, wool¬ 
len clotbsy and tnAning. 

The Voffges contain a nnniber of detive hut very poor 
irthabitants. Govcrnmenf^would. lind a jlfreat advantage in 
giving them more encouragement, from the increase of the 
variety of articles which might be pioduced noin the con¬ 
tents of these truly interesting mountains. 

In the Vosges 1 heard of a crime produced by the revo¬ 
lution, which is truly ^vorthy of its origin : it was common 
during the troubles; and thongii'in a •manner suppressed, 
still exists. A set of meR called chauffeurs^ enter ^>litary 
Ihnii'houses, and place* the inhabitants with the soles of 
their feet to the fire till they declare where they have de¬ 
posited their money. I saw one poor man brought into 
court with his feet in a most dreadful state, caused by the 
cruelty of these savages. The persons concerned in this 
.%irrid action, six in number, were condemned to the gull- 
lotipc. ( . 

liuring <ny stay in the country, I frequently joined in 
parties to hunt the wolf; an animal extremely formidable 
there in the winter moiulis. 7’be manner of this ciyace is 
as follows : Thp gftintNhecjrers in tUeir walks distinguisli 
the print of the creature’s paw in the snow: they then 
hasten home, and give nouce to all the sportsmen in the 
village, as well as others who are interested in the destruc¬ 
tion of this enemy. The party sally oyt; most of theln 
armed with guns, qnd some with pistols. , The latter gOt 
into the thickest part of the wodtl, qsitkipg agreat noise ; 
and when they pqrceive the animal,, they ' The wolf 
then genefally runs slrdight from Jth^mitdwards the others ; 
wiio have previously etrcirplcd the.^opd, apd now bre at 
him us hf pn the point of crossing'the riding. These 


* Ilffttcrs. 
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Jmvnitnse forists uit intersected wit! roads wliicfe faciiitate 
ehe'destrttctl«n of this anitefel, andlserve for the convey¬ 
ance of the «ood to market. Th<!| gentleman with whom 
>I was slaying»> 4 ^ns antniaily ubout fifteen hundred potiadc 
sterling from his^oit bls. • 

On thi§ side of Vick udine we generally perceive tr*^ 
for sinatl bird's 5 aim is»iiot Huusnal for the perstMi who 
occupies himself ni.*this sport, to catch efwf^’or 

ten dore’it m the ceV'se ol the day. I'hey principally en¬ 
lists of sobins; of \\kich the French epicures are reniark- 
ab'y fond, when ioasted on a (itfle wooden spit: 1 cannot 
say, however, that I admire them. It has been rcinaiked 
in countries wkne such numbers of those birds have beea 
destroyed, that blights and catcrjyllars become much more 
numerous than be/orc. 

• 

TVerrry, April 4, ISOa. 

After the confusion from, which I'rance has sudered so 
many years; after the t<»rrontof immorality which so long 
overwhelmed this rcmlnVonhed nasi ui; the government, 
as the waters subsidexi, wisely thought it expedient to raise 
embankments to secure the couofi-y from v. future inund«- 
tation. With this intention ,it has*<stabSe''e(l schools in 
the different departments, as well as in the t. |>Ual, in which 
six tliousand boys are to have tll"ti edutMtijii at the cx- 
penoe of the public. Mph^ >vil) thus ie> eive instruction 
from which they can dcriv but little benefit, in conse¬ 
quence of being educated 111 a manner ill adapted to their 
eircuinstanees. The saciiKjics being offet'^d* fo candidates 
of every description, m.iny ofl’or themselves who would 
have been better employed in learning to gain a livelihood 
by some mechanical profession ; and if they succeed, will 
choose rather a state of stttivation whife they write pam¬ 
phlets in a garrbt, than support their families by manual 
labour. These evils will probaWy be rectified as France 
becomes more re-civilized. The principal object of the 
government is, to disseminate widely a thirst after know¬ 
ledge, which raw act as a counjerpoise to the pernicioiM 
doctrine"of “ t^aCrittg lha people ignorant in order to rulo, 
them with grdkeV fiicaily.” Another purpose in iiytitutions 
of d^ry descHption^ jfoitnded by Buonaparte for the educa- 
tkwi oPehiMren is, to" tfiakc them a nation of soldicrj. E»*, 
dasively of the militate acadtftnies, the Jyceums which 
bave Win e^blished'oblige all the boys to wear an uni- 
Mm i tlW ■igitals used wuong them are made by beat of 
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drum, and. their orgati ization is formed on model of 
t,he military regulationj of the»country. Thu/ Buonaparte 
never loses sight of bis main project, that of^ubditing the 
neighbouring nations, which he means t^^i^ect by num¬ 
bers habituated to military dicipliiie and J^rclse from their 
earliest youth. However, he may justlyyte accusejd of c-a- 
pnee and tergiversatic^ in oihcy respsfcts,. He is constant 
form in this; and if death d^s not shortly ler- 
rilifnate his cateer, tlieie is every reas/m to fear the result 
of his scheme. , / 

The system of public Ins’trudtion has been divided into 
primary schools, secondary schools, lyceums, spec ial schools, 
and schools for the public service; which arc all subject 
to be inspected by persons sent by the government to e.x- 
amine whether the pupils are properly nnstrueted, and to 
report the same I;,* the chief. The primary and Secondary 
schools are for the children of those who afe abl« to pay 
for their education : the respective districts only furnish a 
house for the teachers of them, or a sum equivalent to tlie 
rent of a house large Cinough to accommodate the scjiolars. 
These schools merely, instruct chfldrep. in the elements of 
their different studies ; imd the paymeift to be made by 
each pupil, is regulated by the council of the municipality 
in which the school is siiuatec'l. 

The lyceums are iuhended for instruction in higher 
branches, and it is here and in the special schools that si.v 
thousand four hundred children receive their education 
gratis. But the lyceums are permitted also to' have scholars 
who pay for their education ; and if I may judge of the 
rest by that in this department, such education cannot be 
of the best kind, as govermnent'is extremely backward in 
supplying its allowances for the support of this establish¬ 
ment. It has eveiV been known that the government-pupils 
were at times supported from the sum received by the 
masters from those who pay. There is a lyceum in every 
district having a tribunal of appeal. Of the six thousand 
four hundred pupils, two thousand four .hundred are to be 
chosen by the government from among the sons, of the 
military ; or of those who are erftployed in civil ofl5ces» and ' 
have conducted tlf cmselvcs properly. These must be nine 
years, oltf at least,, and |ible to write and read. The other 
four thousand are to “be'Selected from, eight thousand pre¬ 
sented to govcrnm|»t by the different secondary schools^ 
in which tliere is t^‘be an annual competition each de¬ 
partment is to ph’df a number of «caDdiaates in proportioa 
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to its population. The public scholars can only remain six 
ycirrs in the Wceums at ilie (.^penoepf government: at the 
cad of wliiclrtperiod they are to unBergo an examination ; 
»and one-firtli\rt to be selecied and stmt to tiie special 
school best suiwSto thcr cajSac'ily, tliC’e to be educated at' 
the publy;; expencAf'or tvvd, three, or fSur years more. ^ 

Tlie college ol‘ h%tncK’ io an instittf tion as venerable as it 
is impoiiaiit, and t|eH)uly t)ne that was not aboiishe<H^ftr- 
^iiig the *ievi)Iiition.\ h ean ircrdly be ranked under 
head of special scIhXos, 'iiough pupils there receive gra- 
tuitems instructioti in tho ‘superfor branches of science. 
There is a professor i'oi each of the tbllowing sciences : 
astronomy, mathematics, physics, medicine, anatomy, che¬ 
mistry, natural history, the law o^' nature and of nations, 
history, inoral philoso|>hy, Hebrew, Arabian, iPersian and 
i’urkish, \jrree|^, Lilin, ttnd,French litcia^/ure. 

Tne s|Tecial schools may be enuineiated as follows : scliool 
for the study of natural histttry ; to which are added che¬ 
mistry, botany, niinertdogy, horticulture. Sic.: school of 
medicine in all its hraoches ; vcieriu.oy school; school of 
living Orientid lang«iage?; school of painting, sculpture, 
atid irehitectnrc; w'here tnere art'*!) .le professors, besides 
eight assistants ; eonservtitory of miMc ; and conservatory 
of arts and litides. I'his la-t is a collection of 'he difleieat 
utensils necessary for the c.vetmistf of every I; ide, and va¬ 
rious models. It is the intention ot governmetit to estab¬ 
lish a eer aiii Hiitnbcr of professors, fui lecturing on the 
different branches of mechanics, and explaining the nature 
of the res[)ective instruinents.pmploycd in eveay profession. 

Before 1 mention the schools destined for the public ser¬ 
vice, it is necessary that 1 should not pass over those for 
the instruction of'the deaf and dumb, and the blind, of 
which interestiiig institutions 1 have ahedfly given you soma 
acoount. • 

The schools destined for the public service are, the poly- 
teehnic scliool; the military college at Fontainbleau ; the 
college of Coinpigue, for the navy and tor various arts; 
the school of artillery and engineers at Metz; the school 
for bridges ynd highways; kite selTools for navttl engineers 
and navigation al*Paris, anil in the lhirt»eii princyial sea- 
])orts; the schools for the study of the theoretie.')! and prac¬ 
tical bra iiehes of mineralogy : the thaoretiea) is esitiblishcd. 
at Paris t apd the practical in the depavtnienl of Mont 
Blanc, in the neighbourhood of the lead-mines ot_ Pesay ; 
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with another in the detriment of ia Sarre, nigh the forg$!| 
of Gei&lautern, near Slarbrucif. # 

The various schoolsf above-mentioned in#cate by their 
names the purport of'their institution. /Pfe polytechnic# 
school may be consideied as a nurseSy for the other 
p-actical schools. In this thp niJmber (J pupils i^ limited 
to three huiidted they,^are instrucieri in/he higher branches 
' «jf^^'hein<Uics, physics, chemiffiryj Spc.V At the end of three 
years, they aie examined by inspectorft appointed'for that 
purpose; when, ifappiovcd, they arf appointed to eithei ’ 
some comii?ission in tht^ aiiny^', or a plu'e in the public 
offices; but if not apptoved, they aie dismissed. This in¬ 
stitution IS considered as the most useful t>f its kind in 
France, and has produced a number bf vtiy able men. 

Sueh then aie the estahlislimetiis which govcimiient has 
founded for the .ttistructiou of, youth in this coniAiy : they 
aie at present in a state of infaticv, and theicloie it is not 
fill to judge of them harshly,. In all there are numerous 
abuses, which are almost daily leetilitd ; and perhaps they 
will thus in time bo hi ought to some degite ot perfection. 
As the means of reclainmiu tlic u’cUion to a sen.se of its duty, 
the government has wittly thought it light also to vc-opeu 
the churches, which iias had some good efteet. I shall 
therefore devote my ne.vt to a description of the state of 
religious worship as ifeSists at present in this country. 

N(in<y, Jiify 29, 1805. 

The re-opening of the churches in France; and the 
means thus prjcuied to a suftering people, ol publicly offer¬ 
ing up then supplications to their Maker; certainly pro¬ 
duced a lavourabie sensation in’the minds of numbers toi- 
ward the restorer of that religious corusolation. But first 
impressions ave not very durable in this country; in the 
sequel, as yon may suppose, there occurred a forgetful¬ 
ness of this favour as themovelty of it ceased; and now the 
benefits of religion arc not considered as an availing coun¬ 
terpoise to the heavy taxes which the same man has im¬ 
posed on bis murinuring people. 

You are doubtless already aci^'uailtled with the articles of 
the conyordat; the raiifioalioas of which 'vi^ve exchanger^ 
between tlie Fiench government and the pope, on the 10th 
•of September, 1801.' This docum^Ut, including the xegu- 
fations respecting the protestanfe ysofsbip, was published in 
tltC form of a law, on the 8th of Apnl, 1802. It will shew 
.you that there perfect liberty rof conscience in France, 
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4lii4 persons 6f every sect are etigiblft to the oi^cesl of state, 
it is merelyV provided, thaf if atiy/successor of the First 
fconsiil shouM prdfess the protest^rit religion, a ndw ar- 
faiigement ShVhiiien take placfe between the -Ffetich igo~ 
verhtneitt and <th« see of Rome. ^ 

Before I send ytui an accumiit df the present ecclesiastical 
division of Francej it ^lay not be i»iiscas»nab1e perh^s ,46 
Speak of that whicl cxiLfeiT under the old governffldffLCj^ 
_^t789 there were i"i\th s c-(;untry eighteen nrChbishops, and 
'a hundred and bishops; forty thousand parishes 

(livings), seven hundred of whfcli were dependant oA 
foreign dioceses ; eight hundred oKmasteries for then, thh’- 
teen of which were in a siinilar state of dependance, cind 
two hundred and eighty-une foij women, eight of them 
dependant in the same way ; and six hundred and seventy 
chapters (a so^ ol inonaat-i ires, the inemlxrrs of which were 
allowed ^ greater freedom,) twenty-four of which were for 
females of noble binli, aitd f^m dependant on foreign dio- 
treses. The tax which the court of Rome levied on the 
archbishops and h.shops in France, amounted to 1^94^810 
Hvres;* and their whole revemte was 4,939jOOO Hv*B.'f 
The revenue of the different naonastevies and chapters 
Was enormous, and called lotj^ly for*tbe chas'i'.lng hand of 
teformation: the misery which that reformation inflicted 
on the numerous members of thfnf, the mere drones of 
society, w'as severe; and w%s felt the more deeply., as its 
snflerers had sq long previoulsy feasted on the fat of the 
land. France, however, has been a great gainer by the 
Siippi^tssibB of tlrese establishments; but thi# i.s only as A 
drop in tlie ocean, when compared with the horrors which 
tTfesulted from the same sp'rit of reform. During the pre¬ 
vailing rAge for pillaging the pit^erly oi^ull public bodieSi 
the lands Vvith which the respective hospitals tveie endowed 
were included in the general wreck, and sold in comuroil 
with the rest of the national effedts : so that the 6ick and 
the maimed were left without an asylum ; and a ’mst ex- 
pence was entailed »n the succeeding government, far re* 
establishing these charitable in^tation.s. But futurity 
occupied only Vsihull Spale in the view of the wretchd* 
who then directfed"public affairs. • .Tj • 

To return to tny \ubject. France is now divided into 
ten archbishopricsi n»d bisboprieiJ; the holders the * 
farmer each WlldWid by governAn^nt 15,000 fraud 
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annually (which sum may be augraented by the connci!» 
gent ral at the expenci^of the «!epartment), and the bishops 
10,000.* The rectorsi'of parishes are allowed some J500 
francs, and others 1000.+ TheHattcr spmfe are so very , 
small a revenue, and are besides so ill pjSdby the govern- 
mant, that its holders are in a state of )(aiit and ^distress : 
thus not being able to«fiupport a.respecsable appearance in 
thfit '‘'Parishes, they meet wiVii bur ^Mitle consideration 
among the lower classes, and are f’ar^froin receiving the 
deference formerly, afforded by tb<y parishioner to his’ 
pastor. Nothing ean more' ileplorahle than the gene¬ 
rality of thi^.class of individuals in I’Vance. After under¬ 
going the miseries of a tedious and painful exile, they 
were induced to return Ijoine, piiitly'through the benefits 
held put to them in prospect by the French government, 
partly through a, natural desije to return to thiMr native 
country, and many through zeal for the religion which they 
professed. On their arrival, how painful must have been 
their sensations to observe the growth of immoralilt' since 
they h^ left their dillftrent parishes ; where, instead of an 
asylunjlor their old age from tiit' storms of life which had 
so cruelly buffeted theitl, they found Only the prospect of 
disrespect and poveiiv^! The^consequence of this i.-., that a 
number of the present clergy being considerably advanced 
in years, there will be foiiiKl but few regular priests to re¬ 
place them when they die. In^each diocese indeed there i:; 
established a school for the instruction of young men in¬ 
tended for the church; but so little encouragement is 
offered to ihenn, that few attend these preparatory institu^ 
tions. 

. Among the clergy that hav6 returned to France after 
passing their emigration in England, 1 have found many 
in the inferior class who speak wit'h gratitude of the gene¬ 
rosity of our nation toward them : I have also met some in 
the higher stages of ecck-.siastical preferment, who have in 
conversation used equally grateful terms ; but in their 
charges to their flocks have vilely deprecated that govern¬ 
ment which had for years preserved them from starving. I 
have heard the same charges Iflelivered by them from the 
pulpit, jwiiere omc would Itavc imagined that gratitude for 
benefits received would have Ibrmed R part of their doctrine. 

• And here I cannot refrain from stating how completely we 
are tl^ jest of the whole continent, for being betra^'cd by 

* tjJiil. and about 4171.- 10s. and not quite ^21. 
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men on whom wc are lavishing jinmense sums of money, 
and. for harbourhi^ in the hos{^m of on> ozai coiiutn/ those wha 
^re sciulhi^ in\etligenre of iniporthnec to onr eneifues. 

, In order t\ prevent. ec)iifh.si(in,.4and religious battles, 
which latter hiA’tJ^sonielimes^takf'.'i place bel ween contend¬ 
ing processions, ;|^)V<r:iUiOut. Ims wisely ds'orced liial no 
Mich exrtil)itii);).s shall extend I'cvond tlu; t.alls of tire 
church, 'i'heie carfbc’no’yroii raiif clion li opened unles.* 
tliorc are si.x tliousiyid oi’ li,at [jcisua; ioi; in ilic pla'ft^'^ljut 
'in that case the in; ist> .s oi’ t’d.s religion enjoy the .same 
privileges as the catlftilie , 1 !,'•». , * 

I'he only Msteritowl rr--esi;'l;!i''!icfl aiice the rcvolnlion, is 
that whieii devotes itself entii- iy lo tlu; earo of tiic sick 
and wouiideil in the•diirereiii liospit.'ds, and known hy the 
name of tii" Sisters of Charity; aid if all the monastic in- 
3titiiti(.in.‘» had l/ccn I'niiiuh-d on the ijenevolenl principles 
ot ihes's £ium%i4c aiul rc.s{tt.;etaulc inmsr the .abolition of 
them would hav'- iieen ino><a regretta il iluiu it is :it present. 
'I’liese worthy ereaitncs dcwjt'a tluanscives entirely' to re¬ 
lieve the agonizing iiiiiiiicnts of firosc v.iio suffer from di$-. 
ease; am) attend tiie sieli, at limes tlx'n tlie stoii^sl heart 
shrinks, with tlic most heroic forjilude and [terswcrance. 

1 have often witnessed their kind (;ff(>rts to tifford reliei'to 
my countrymen, my feltoic-ptif^oiiers, wlto v. .;-.- worn out by 
fatigue, and the eilremr. inntt^ nth.n oi' the freneh govern¬ 
ment. Many were past reeuvery fa-fore timy' ueetime tbe 
patients of these good si;t<*is; but imuiy .-ihcrs still live to 
bless the day wiicn Uicy were so fortunaU.- ps to fall iulo 
such good bands. Since the benevolent sisters have under¬ 
taken to attend the differenl hospit.-ds, eleiiiflim-ss and eco*. 
notny- have been introdyeed there instead of the former 
horrid lilth and embezzlement; the siek man receives the 
tender assiduity of a linnaie, instead ol j.he coarser manners 
of bis previous attendtmls*; and tbe wounded soldier feels 
infinitely less during bis recovery from tlie hurts that he 
received in his struggle for glory, 'i’he consolation which 
these worthy females find in their own bosoms, i" the only 
recotnpence they seejt,for devoting their whole live.s to the 
cause of suffering hum'^iit'; and to judge from tlie serenity 
and cheerfulness of their tcneral deportment, they' derivd. 
that cdnsolation in a degree equivalent to their iqerit.* 


♦ The personal attention vihich I received from ffis si'tcrhood'at Ivanfcy, 
in iny t'^commend^tion of our poor countrymen to iheir care, claiius tlu» 
public acknowledgment of their worth and my own gratitude. 
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As the Roman-catholic religion regains its ground 
this countrr, atienuant superstition'exercises her usual 
siraj' over the mlndb of the greater part of th/s lower orders 
of the ppf)pJe. The trf.ite for relics, &i‘. pr^aila nearly to, 
as great an extent us before nhe revolutton. I think tlie 
nation muj' be divicijcl into four^distinct sects : those who 
religious ; those who gre 9nly rigidly soj because 
thjjt^iink it a distinction froir. the .favourers of the neW 
<tfder o'f things; those in a state of apwhy respecriug reli¬ 
gion ; and finally (of which there are immense numbers in' 
Trance),, absolute ai'hcist*. 

The people of this province were always noted for their 
strict attendance on divine worship, and the Country-people 
for their gross superstition. As a proof of this, I liave only 
to relate to you an anecAitc which I had from Bnquestion>* 
able authoiiiy:—A village in the neigbhourhoo'd of this 
town, had, in conimon with other places, a ^'articuiar saint 
for its patron. On the very day' dedicated to this saint, the 
tines of the whole district w^re so injured by the frost, 
that not a hogshead of liquor was obtained from all the 
vineyardp. On this the saint was publicly threatened, that 
if such an accident happened again on his anniversary he 
should be discarded, and his patronage given to a new saint, 
Uaforlunately for the poor feKow, the same accident took 
place the following ygar,; the consequence of which was, 
that his naintship was dislodged fioin the nich which he had 
occupied peaceably in the chmch from time immemorial; 
then placed on a pole and paraded through the vines, the 
people vociferating, " Hold tli,c rascal high enough, that 
he may see the extent of the mischief he has done and 
finally throw n into the river, loaded with heavy stones to 
yireveut him from ever appearing again. A new patron was 
then selected frpm the calendar,,to sneceed to the honours 
thus left unappropriated. 

This, my dear friend, is,an imperfect sketch of the pre¬ 
sent stale of religions worship in France; but before I con¬ 
clude, I must observe that there is still, ((mong the female 
part of the nation, the satbe extraordinary mixture of devo¬ 
tion and gallantry for whiVrh tha/ were always notorious. 
Nothing can be mpre common /than to hfeau women who 
are knowrf to be ttntrtie to their husbands’ bed, descant 
upon the horrors of nqt going regularly to mass; and a 
fribnd of* mine assured me, that a iMy of bis acquaintance 
excused herself from keeping an assigaatioa with him, in 
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iCORsequfitipe of lier not having previoudjr rcficctfid ijjat k 
vWvuld fall on Ash >yedn€s,da> 

, y Sept. 2 O, 1805. 

Yesterday the h^gust sovereigns of i'rance, the emperor 
ISapolcon and the e//tjy/m* Josephine, passed throngh this 
place 111 t^eir way tp l^trajburg; where her majesty is 
remain during ihe a^s^ice of her imperial fnisband, is 

on the point of takiVg the command of tlie grand arm;y> 
A great part of it has been passing througli Nancy for ibi$ 
last inunth; and 1 think ii»fin?r *body of active men, sq' 
complete for service, never was eoilected together, jt 
could not help renuukiug what a great and advantageous 
ilifl'erence has taken I'kice in the appearance of tlie Ihench 
soldiery, vvithin these last three ^cars. This may be ac¬ 
counted fftr, on considering the immense nnmhers of fine 
young uj«n priftuired by means of tlio conscription, and 
the incessant pains taken bj^Buonaparlc to bring' them to 
a state of perfect discipline. *11 is guards arc, 1 think, thi> 
finest corps I ever saw ; but the heavv horse bolongmg tp 
them a'-e badly inoimtcd. •The elwsse.nn and horse-artillery 
are the nio.st completely accoutred •for service that can be 
imagined, and Iheir cleanliness and discipline may be lield 
np as models to the troops ol*any nation, ihe generality 
of the army which marched tbis,\\ity did r. it con'ist of 
very robust men, though one corps of grctiadiers was re¬ 
markably fine: the others wt-re rather undersized ; but well 
made, active, and capable of sustaining great fatigue. A 
circumstance wliicb ought to be noticed as a^striking codt 
trust, and a pattern, to our own troops when they take the 
field, was the very small quantity of baggage that attendee! 
the-army; and which consequeiitlj must impede its pro¬ 
gress much less than the superlluous lundiei jhat too ollen 
incumbers the march, and counteracts the valour, of British 
troops. , 

Tlie passage of the army has been extremely' burtbeti- 
some to the inl^abit^t^ of such towns as happened to lie 
in their way to thi? Rhine. Most of the housekeepers of 
this place had from five to »ten sokliefs quartered on them, 
or were obliged <o furpisl\ that numbej with money to 
procure lodgings elsewhere; they usually preteft'cd the 
latter mode anil tire sum they had to pay at the end 
the fortnight was. ■ very* considerable. Tiic troops in 
general conducted themselves in an orderly rttaiiner, and 
^here were very fieW insj^ces of excesses committed by 
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them Qotn inebrit'J’'. AI2 those quartered in trie tiouse 

where 1. reside, spoke • very disrespecttiiiiy of Buona/Wirtc: 

they have an opinion that general Moreiiii is with tb^ 
Aukriaa ari:iy, and numbfid prof^a^to intendJoj,if' 
iiig him :i> >0011 :iB th« y ciiy.is the lilii^e. They ineniiui 
^■ly much :U theii'grcat j'atiguhs; but 011 my ijientioninp; 
this circumstanve to,an old IVench^ oilicer, lie rt;plied: 

r rench soldier alirays‘inunwii|s hut he docs not 
'nght. the worse for it, if hi;; coimnandfr knows li!>w to nat¬ 
ter his vanity at tin; moment of Ids going intc> buttle.” I'lo/ij 
what I ieiini, Buona|v;ir!c e.vc;!ls in that'ui t, and has ciu- 
ployed it with very gie;it sueec.'s; besides whieh, he pos¬ 
sesses tiie essential lalciil of fei'/dng critic,-i! nuiinen;,-. as 
they occur for anitnaUng hi.s tiO’.'<(ts and thus lead;!jg 
them to victory. Jii liis way through this place yfcsier- 
da_y, he was reinarkahiy attentive to the iiilialhlants i.e.d 
seemed to he eourting [lopularity In <nfry a(!<t o’’ coi'.- 
fli seensioii that he emdd devise, 'riic tries of “ Long llvt 
the emperor! ’wer<; very fai;!t: ye- !i(‘siii! boie maiks ot 
satisfaction in his eipintcnance, and flowed ohsexjunuisiy 
to the suirouiHling crowd. 'J’hfc e'/wno'-.v ajipx aied deject¬ 
ed at the thoiiglii of" the appi oaeiiing contest between 
Fraiu'f; and j\iistria :“tlic entk avonrx'd h(5«'evt;r to force a 
smile, a.s a return to those wlu) were deuiious of sliewiiig 
her respect and attcndcvi. Slu is iuhniiely luore helovi ii 
than her Imshaiul; in eomsequenet: of iier eonstani emit a- 
votir to .softtMi the ferocity 'dl' his disposition, ant! the 
natural iinpeluosily rif hi,; chai.actcr. Slic 1 j;is ah'ctuly 
conferred iii.tiv ohlig.aiioiis on fatniiie, rtiiiitd by tiieri- 
volution, ;uid savx xl iimny a victim Irom the hand of the 
e.\eeiui<jncr. With re,spect to ker inorxxlity while she wits 
Wad aine Bcanliarnoi:.., nothing can he sard; Imt every 
one d(>e.s her, tlntf justice to o>vn, 'that as the wife of tlic 
First Civnsiil, aiul as i /ay)m,v, her conduct ha:; been uni¬ 
formly humane, and reioarkahie for its tendency to unite 
the contending factions. Every tale of woe is certain ui 
iindiiig' witii her a listening car, and sjie is never easy tilt 
the poor suirerer is soiuewliat relieved from bis xi/liietion. 

1 have thought this ju.stificakion of her chisraeler tin 
more necessary,<• as I iiiulersAmd she dias been gro.siy 
misre-prc-sentcxl on the other sixle of the water. 

emjieror passed tlirough this place yesterday'in his wav 
hack to Paris after the shortest aino most brilliant eampaign 
that wfldFe reconied \in modern history. ’I'riumplial archts 
were creeled in every town qn his roigh lie arrived, 
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hrre about llireu o'clock.fu the morning, and cliangod 
horses by torch-light; during wl)ich time I put into his 
.haacls a letter winch the rllustrious Dr. Jenner had the 
^odness to write for me, solicitit^ my return in conse¬ 
quence of his naSTJug been of so mucli bcnciit to France by 
means of the vaccine inpciSlation. ^Jjonaparte received 
the letteAwith all the haughtiness imaginable; and gav^lt 
to a persan in the satntf catriage, withoufreading it. 

His conduct was^v?ry difiereiit tlie last time hcTp'ass^ 
this wa\'. TItis ina;. be easily aecounied for ; during his 
Journey to the grand «inny^ jtheje jxistt^ a foriuidal)le coa¬ 
lition against him ; but on his return that coalition hac 
been defeated. On his way to the llhine he eourted popu¬ 
larity, under the app/ehension of not succeeding bv the 
sword; but on his return to Farji, he seemed to set the 
people at^lefiance ; and assumed an air of arrogance, and 
a coiitemjit of 4he public vm(;e, so visibly, that we could 
not help remarking the coi^ast. Vast numbers of people 
were collected from all quarUus, notwithstanding his wish 
to pass through the town privately. His equipage consist¬ 
ed of three carriages, constantly changing ilieir station as 
they proceeded ; his t)wnl)cing sometimes the first, and at 
other times in the middle or last: iFtis denoted a precaution 
which seems to indicate that (tis majority is ?.ot quite secure 
of the loyalty of his /iege suliiectfi. 

But with all his as»uined arrogaficC of nianner, there was 
a mark of anxiety and iiiuitrust displayed in his coun¬ 
tenance, which was discernible to those who watched the 
motion of his eye. He w’a's detained here about a quarter 
of an hour, during which tiftic 1 was very ufar him; and 
on account of the recent events, I wa?. the more anxious 
to study the physiognomy of the person who had acted the 
first part in the dreadful tragedy, l.tluis^ became perfectly 
acquainted with it; and if 1 were now to iiTeet it in the 
remotest parts of the world, the object woidd be still fami¬ 
liar to me. I had formed a very eVroneotis opinion of the 
general impression of Buonaparte’s countenance ; as I ima¬ 
gined, from seeing #t at a distance, that it displayed a (i<*- 
gree of ferocity and of penetration which f found that it 
did not on a mortj minute inspection. By day-light tlie 
natural sallowness of his cmuplexion gifes a casi to Ins 
general pliysiognomy, which is by no means pleasing ■ buc 
when this is softened down- by caudli*-light, his eyei*sl-a^ 
from possessing that vivaefty vrhich it is stated to have; and 
appeared to me to denote great reflection rather thau pene-' 
VVIJ..I,1 AMS.} » O 
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tration. I slioiilrl not judije the possessor of tliat physiog¬ 
nomy to be ncblicted to pelulapce: on the contrary, it.de¬ 
noted mildness, though accompanied by hauglitiness. Oiy 
the whole, it is a plei^tang countenance whe^ not distort'.’d 
bv passion; expressive ot gregt sense profound inedi-* 
fation. 1 have thii* exputifited on a subject whicli at ttny 
otficr than the momentous time in vi^liich we lijfo, would 
appe<y;,frivolonsbut Vhich I,trust you will not deem so, 
after what has just taken place. ' 

from the numerous unsuccessful attempts that I have 
made to procure my liberty,coiMiistent'.viih ihepuro/e which 
I gave on being allowed to come to this pltice, 1 have little 
reliance on the measure that I have just nuderlaken, in 
order to obtain permission to return to f ngland. 'I'Ih' mo¬ 
ment, however, was sot favourable, that 1 sljould have 
thouglit m 3 'self highly culpable if 1 had neglected it. I 
had already sent'io Buonapartt; copies of Dr. jenjier’s let- 
tei throiigh several channels; i»nd among oiliers through 
the moans of Madame Buonaparte, who forwarded it to lier 
liusbancl during bis stay in Germany: but very likely//is 
majesty was too much occupied iivbis ambitious schemes oi’ 
aggrandizement, to li.ston to the petition ol’so obscure an 
individual as myself. ,1 shall therefore not give \va\' to tlie. 
hope of sueeess, as I have paid too dearly already for being 
sanguine in my expeetatipns on that head. 

A number of Austrian officers have been sent to this place 
ou their parole, from whom 1 liavc learnt some curious 
details respecting their late disasters. They are extremely 
dejected in consequence of their shameful conduct: tlu‘\' 
all saj' that it appears like magic, and that their tine army 
lias been destroyed b}" means of ^j hieli tliey are completely 
ignorant; but which in reality may be accounted for by 
the cowardice and.* reaelieiy ol'many of their commanders, 
and the new mode of tactics introduced by their opponent. 
With the exception of stune of the field-officers, who are 
fellow-prisoners with us, the generality seemed very defi¬ 
cient in education; and this (poor fellows!)was the more 
conspicuous, in consequence of their allowance from the 
French government beir>g so ^mall that they'could not 
afford to maintain,the appearance of gentjemen. "J'he Rus¬ 
sian offictris are prisoners at Luneville, which is about four 
l^iagucs distant; I have seen some,of them; tltey seem a 
more' ftitelligent rflee' of men, bqt in education are not 
sunerioi; to thq? Austrians. 

/i'hefe nwas tV.rcport that a nuinher of English prisoners 
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were to be transfArcd from Verdun to this |.dace; but se¬ 
veral (f am sorry to say it; having broken their parole, tljo 
order was recalled. 1-Jerel cannot refrain from censuring 
t^iose gentlemen fdr ihe incasuro ^|hieh llu*y have thought 
p»g)per lo a(K)[it. in order n-eain tlie;r native country. 
VVhanwer liieir flpdrnvns.might be respecting the nr biliary 
condne\of the Fix neli government in niuking us p&iso^TeTs, 
they haa given iheii *jiai*(^!e, and •oonsetjuentiy could ,not 
v'1r7hiTT;^i( wjiliunt enlailing mise.’v on tlieir feilow-eonntrv- 
, nu.'ii whom ihev leb behind. This red ;ciiun will d.mbijess 
embitter lim lilier!y*\vl)ii, ii, ihw}'^lave’liroc'iireri at tlie eXr 
{)( in:e ol tlio'c uliese silualiuu v. as butiicieiiily lamentable 
belore- 


Xa//ty, Mifi/ '24, 1806. 

T am,very mneir grieved to inform yon, tlrat I have 
IdtlierU^ beaiti noihing respecting tlie letter wbieli I gave 
to Biioi'.apaiie as be f>ass>>d'tUrougb this jrlaec. I fear it 
will meet tbe same fate as^the other numerous petitions 
wliicli 1 liavt; addressed to /lix nitiicsly, and I ninst resign 
invself to niv sitnation as widl as J c'aii. 

V\'e arc ‘ now exlrchielv dull, in,eonse(|nenec of the gaie¬ 
ties of tbe earnival being ended : fiy a iiumi.li or six weeks, 
while tii.ii. lasted, rlaneingf feasting, and evary sort of 
amusement, were carried to ( -icess; bdt \vl-in tin* season 
of Lent arrived, ail ineninieiit erased; and tiie eonlrast is 
so great, that the town h»s the appearance of labouii ig 
under some grievous public calamity. Jlnring llu* earnival, 
masked bails ate very eoinmon, where every spreies of in¬ 
trigue is carried on ; hiit the company asse^nbled th<;re is 


verv had iinh.-ed. \\ 




vast iiumbi r of woinen at them 


in male attii'o ; thtit being ti very f- vonriie do ss among tlie 
ftiir sex of this n:ition,.not only on thus; (Hu asioii , but <m 
many olliers. This ens'tom'arosr. I'Oiti in iiiy ot tbetn being 
under llie neccssitv of using tbiit ciisgtose in ilie eonrsi- ul 
tbe rtwolution, sometimes by wav ol eonvemeiiee in llie 
.iHimerons peregrinations to which the poluiia'i tnaddes 
letiilered them liable. Another reason, wliieli is j.erli.ips 
found alst) among ladies of ollien coaiitiies, is tlif itatinai 

have to use the aulhorilattvc pii- 
V, ,,,.p ... ,^ll•|^ever 


propensity whieh.lhe sex have to use 

vileges attached to wearing V/r wirt//-i /o/^es. i.n. 

may be the motive for.this practice, the ell> ^ 

proditees is seldtun pleasing; lor, independaiii e. ‘ts^miTJf 
extrcnK'ly iiiibecoining, it genersdly gives .sueli an Aiiiii- 
isoniau boldness in those who ttdopt it, ihtil tliey lo.si; ...I 
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thu native softness of their own sex, without acquiring that 
tempered masculine air which is^lhe peculiar beauty of ours. 
Another circumstance completed tlie disgust which this 
tlress created in my iniiyi; I mean the propensity which life 
I'reuch ladies have to ride oi^ horsehac^* as we do, with 
pne leg on each sidepf the saddle.: I ain.najipy’hoyffcvcr to 
stt^'^that the fashion is now exph'iiig, and ladies pegm to 
ride with a side-saddle J and evpry tiling being, as Instated 
before,"'regulated here by fashion, 1 trust they will all soon 
pse this method. 

I said that “ every^ thir^ r’s r^sgulated here hv fashion 
and to shew vou that the I'rench arc. slaves t(> this, J need 
only mention that iioio the old order pf thing'; is tjuiie the 
fashion, and every one affects the airsiof the, former court. 
.During the revohition, c-vt'ry'thing Roman was the fashion; 
it was the rage also to describe the British govermnent as 
tlie 'inost tyrannical and oppressive possilrle: nyw it is 
fashionable to talk of it as a complete oligarchy; and the 
bouse of commous as a factioiisv turbulent set of indi.viduals, 
indulging in all the lic-cutioiisness of debate which caprice 
may suggest, or personal interest dictate: where individual 
anitnosity prevails owr trjie patriotism^; and w'hcrc cacii is 
more concerned in seeking after pensions and sinecure 
places, than about the welfarciof the nation. 

Tliere is a custom prevalent in this country, with which 
we arc not acquainted’in*'England : 1 mean that of cele¬ 
brating the saint’s-day of each'individual, instead oi ilic 
birthrday. This is done by offering to the person a nose¬ 
gay, accompanied generally by a few lines cont.''.ining a 
coinplimeut or'some expression'of kindness. 'While I was 
in the eountry, I liappened to as/jist at this offering made 
to the lady of the house, and it was agreed that we should 
each present her vvjth a nosegay and some verses. When 
it came to my'turn, want of hiibil made me feel rather 
aukward ; but after some trouble, the following lines were 
produced : 

^ouplHs pour In Fi fe <lc Madame Sii pendant la can- 

tivite de VauUur. 

Permette?., parmi tant il’IieiuTU.x, 

Qu’iiC ruptif ofFre soiylioinmai'c •. 

J.i!s vo'ux, ciovfz, du mallicureux 
Sunt rjueJguel’gis dc boii prfisage. 

On rend ici son sore si doux, . 

: Qii’il onblie toiites ses peincs : 

Doii-on s’ctoiincr, prbsdevous 

(iu'il cberissc tonjours scf cliainos? 
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Tb^; lines on tlic’o occasions arc sang to any old air you 
fan 1 lie I’lcncli liave a most, happy art of turniDg every 
t! ng in'o wlial tlicy call vauilevil/rs; a sort of song wliicli 
^ t.^'V iiivt ntcrl themselves, and vvli%'h other nations in vaia 
to jniitiAe. Lot th« matter bo gay or serious, poli- 
tioal ol^trivial, tn^'v make a song of»u u ilh all the 
winch very fat^ili^u' ty this naiiuii. The snbjecrtnueed 
is rifle . trifling, trial \vi»!ioiit tliat esprit which Jthey in- 
ti Ad'uec, It would apnear ehildisli; and it lias been remark- 
*<> tiiat many a pit ee of t!ii“ (lcscripti,on would have been 
c ..demnehad no^ tlic Awf tbir of the concluding verse 
contained a happy allusion to some event which was tlic 
fuve.irita top'-’ o( etc.ivcrsalion with the heavers. 

idaring the eronl 4eugth of time tliai I liave remained 
here, 1 have never mentioned iny thing respecting (he 
CO ipo.ative expmice of living in this eouniry and in our 
own. T’hc fa<?l IS, that an *Biiglislimaii will find, lor some 
time a;It', nis arrival in I'l^ncc, that his e.xpCnccs arc full 
as great as they were previtfusly to his crossing the Cliau- 
nol ; partienlaily in travelling, foi^ lie is infamously im- 
posed no in at every ym Oil liis road. I’iie munher of horses 
whicl. I e is oh/iged to take according to regulation, make 
the cost of join iiv’ys lure almost nuii'li is in England: 
indccfl three pi rsons iiaveilirtg together ecoiioinieally in a 
post-ehaise (wiiich is provided foj them at ev ery inn on the 
Elnglisli ro.nds, hut can never be got in France,) will jier- 
forni ajouruey of any length, at least one-third more cheap¬ 
ly than they could go tiie same distance in Fraiite, taking 
into the ueconiit impositions on the road^ they will be 
better served with horses, iietter accommodated at night, 
and (what is very im[)on:yil in their consideraiion) will not 
have to deplore, as here, the wai.„ of that cleanliness pe¬ 
culiar to the British inns, but the reverse of.whieli forms a 
striking contrast in this country, '^i’be great dilfercuce of 
e.vpence of living here is thi.s ; J.hat alnio.st all the native 
inhabitants being reduced in their circumstances, an Eng¬ 
lishman may live in a comparative stale of luxury, and still 
with eeotioiny. 11 he'caii provide himself with a steady- 
honest Ereneli person to go to mifrket for him, he will find 
that liis e.xpences»wi!l he at^ least one-li»rd le.ss than they 
were before he left home, in point of the necessar^ articles 
of provismi ; and his servants also wiji require Ic.ss 
give them.se!ves fewer aij.s, and live on more honielvTooii, 
than they do in England ; and to other points we may aog 
fhe cheapness of wine in. France, and consider how very 
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expensive an article it has now becoTt^ at an English gen- 
tietnan's table. , 

As I am speaking of the drink of this country, I shall 
inenlion that it is aston|si)ing what a quantity of punches 
consumed here annually; an4 notvvithsiiiffiding the nsstr- 
tion W'hicb is in every Froiichman’s niout.1?, th... the Eiig- 
rsb” 'ea-t nothing but roast beef^ and ^1 ink onlyvpiincb,'’ 
1 4o not exaggerale wi'en 1 say tha'i ^tltore is ten times as 
much drunk in France. The people here have a tuition 
that punch is always introduced after dinner at every table- 
iu our country. * , ' t • 

You will be surprised perhaps when I inform you, that in 
spite of the arbitrary system of the French govenimeht, 
severe strictures on its proceedings am very eotnnion in tito 
. different p/m’iMre.t. Peopt'c certainly fu st endeavonr to find 
that they are not likely to be betrayed by their company ; 
but 1 have often hbard, even iir public, obsMVvaliops made 
on Buonaparte, which would irtit have passed unpunished 
iu Fhigland if uttered respee.tiiio the king. But that is far 
from being the case in Farix; where, Idr tlte most trifling 
lemark, persons arc exiVed, or dixrj,i>jirtn-. It is unnecessary 
for me to say any thing, about the litiertn aj'ihv pram, as 
that is now quite obsolvte. I remember having some cou- 
■versation willi a very sensible tFrenchnian on this subject, 
while wo were okserving the crowd at Buonaparte’s month- 
Iv review of his troops, from a windi'w that looked on tlie 
Place Carouzel. IJe said, all <ihc liberty of lliis nature 
which llicy' enjoyed, was that in v hicli the- f)eo|)le were 
then indulging themselves at the expeiicc of tlieir neigh¬ 
bours’tvd/js: ‘'Miat,” said he, is the only press that le- 
xnains free to us.” 


^ ZSV/nry, Ju/i/ 18, 1806. 

It is impossible to describe to you the sensation of wild 
Joy under which 1 write at the piescnt inomonl; on my 
informing you that 1 liavc just received intelligence that 
piy passport for Eriglnd is now going, through ilie dillereni 
oflices, and that 1 am to receive it in tWo tlays, you may 
conceive more than I anyable to express.' I'his has been 
oblain-jd by the mfans ql:' Dr. Corvisart, first physician to 
Buoiiapaite, wlio presi^tcd a oo^y of l>r. Jenner’s letter to 
Ids imperial tnijjestt/. : ’i . iim not personally known to Dr. 
<jr)rvr.t-.Tft; but he ttti'dertook thisj^kind office, inconse¬ 
quence of the high e|feem in which he holds the benefactor 
qf mankind, us lif'pirciperly styles the author of the Vaccin b 
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ANocuLATioN. Oil flis preseiitin!? the letter to Boonaparte, 
requesting my liberty and that of Dr. Wickham, the on- 
pvTor's answer was Je nc saurais refasef id denfande d un 
gri^nd homrue td quedc d..K-fctir Jenne^ —I can refuse nothin* 
'to’o^eat a mat^as Dr Jenijer.” 

'l’he*ajioment 1 ^ccivc my passport^ I shall bid a 
farewel *> this pl^: yo^u may Irowcver easily coffrave, 
dial in l^qvvii wherc^,ci\iring a stay*of th’rce years,, 1 hwe 
mat Suclj lepeuted acts of kindness, the e.\cess of joy pro¬ 
duced by the arriva. of my passport wdl be moderated by 
the reflection tliat I Dave bahii.M inc, perhaps for ever, per¬ 
sons to whom 1 feel attached by the strongest of ties, that 
of gratitude. This is soinevvliat ibriunate ; for I really trf- 
licve that without it# my mind would hardly have l)€en 
Strong enough (o bear my prcsenl4,raiispoi(s. 

, - ^ Mor/iii/, Jidi/ CR, 180R- 

I reached this place in my‘’\vay to Ihtgland, the day be¬ 
fore yesterday ; and shall veiV likely be detained hero some 
days longer, by the necessary loutinc of ofliec previouslv' 
to llic embarkation of a prisoner of war for his own couii- 
iry. 

I left Nancy on the loth;, and rca'ilied Paris on the 17tb, 
where 1 lannained the nc-xt^day ; during •'.hieh 1 endea¬ 
voured to see the Venus ol M<' licis,^wltich arrived at Paris 
soon after my departure for Nancy ; but unfortunately it 
was a Prida}., and on that itecount I could not procure ad¬ 
mittance into the museum ; nor could 1 prevail upon myself 
to sta}' another day in the I'reiich metropolis, nr order to 
view that masterpiece of sculpture. I'he whole of my re¬ 
maining tim therefore wajj taken up in bidding atlicu to my 
Parisian friends; and i*anibiir)g in a cabriolet (a hackney 
one-horse chaise with a»head to it5, to titke ;jL last general 
survey of what the Prench call the capital of /iurepe. 

In the course of our ride we pi^sstd the Temple ; where 
I ordered the driver to stop, that I might indulge in the 
luxury of reflecting that. 1 vva^ on the point of ch.mging a 
country where such* a diabolical house of deteiiiion still 
exists, for one where Rational l»ibci ly liolds her empire. 
This building, wlijch formerly belonged* to the knights- 
templar.s, has nothing particular to attract the attention of 
the traveller, except its having been the scene of the m^.st^ 
atrocious crimes which ^ave been committed in m&aem 
days. The great tower, together with the four turrets, was 
built m the year 1200 by one of the brotherhood, named 
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Hiib«r,t. T need not odd, that it was tii'c place where Lewis 

XVI. anil his qaeeawere conth’ed. ‘ ^ 

After leaving- the Temple, 1 ti'aver.scd tiie Plure de fa 
Cnncorih., where that iiHforiuiiate riioii;!li-cJi was l)t'lie;adt^; 
and then visited the Mngdaieit; wJieri; bis renuiins wfife, 
jp the most indecenhinanner, comiiiitiei/to t/jc'caphY, with 
. ijtitTif^me tiirown upott tliem. ^ IVhoj^'a lesson ri-s to he 
dtxived/rom the view of these tJireeSjwt.s ! 

Ill driving along the Boulevards, i stopped tq li.wg a 
farewcl look at the two iriuniphal arches erected for Lewis 
XIV. the gates of ISl. IVniis is^id St/Martin : the former 
built in l(i7-, after the design of Biondelg the ornaments 
and sculpture by Lebruu, and Michel and Franeis Angier. 
The latter was erected in tt)74, from, the designs of Peter 
Ballet; and is ornaineiitc^* with four has-rcliefs, executed by 
Diijardin, Maroq, Lehougre, and Legroi; represcming tlie 
capture of Besau^on, the triple Jilliancc, the Mqilure of Liai- 
bourg, and the defeat of the (T?*rmans. 

Jt is quite astonishing, in riding along the Boulevards, to 
observe the immense number of coflee-hottses, jilaces of 
public amusement, tea-gardens, gtc. not to mention the 
hostsof tumblers, juggleiv,, and hurdy-gurdy pltiyers. Many 
of the three last doseriptions use paid by t!ic government, 
in order to divert the peoplut and, by putting them into 
a good humour, to preyeut them from meddling with state- 
affairs; which, they are given to understand, do not con¬ 
cern them. ' 

1 revisited iviih much pleasure the tapestry-manufactory 
of the Gobelins, the productions of which certainly nothing 
can exceed. The method used in working these beautiful 
pieces is extremely curious : tlie person employed sits with 
his/iffi/.: to the picture he iscopyinij; his upright loom is 
before him, apd lie works his wonted through tlie web, 
which continues constantly with the xvroiig side towards 
him; the picture forming,itself by degrees on ilie opposite 
side of the w'eb, wliicli he does 7iot see. Tliis inanul'actory 
was first established by Gilles*Go|i#lins, of llheims, in ilie 
reign of Francis I. principally for dyeiud; , and the minister 
Colbert brought it to its present state otperfeeLion in 
by.giving encouragement to foreign artist*** "I'he whole of 
its prodifce belongs exclusive!^ to the governineut; and 
:^yes as presents to the different cqurts, as well as to orna- 
nient^he nationnl palaces. , 

• i found that Pans had been very much inrproved during 
my stay at Nancy ; and further great imjirovemenU aie 
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tjaily making, both its sdlubrity and embellishmfent. 
AmcMig others may be enunJtrated the constructioa of a 
be^tiful bridge, called the Bridge of the Arts, over the 
.^irue, opposite to th'e Louvre: there is a toll t^or passing 
it; ai.d^he person? avIio take this on contract; in order to 
induce passengers tc^^ross, liave placed*on the bridge 
beautiful r&ws of oranae-J;ret«; under yhich.we may retftsiv* 
-the breezesfrom the river, after a hot summer's day, fiar th# 
moderate sum of a halfpenny. 

*I finally quitted Pans on the IQtb, at three o’clock in the 
morning, and slimt at BonailtouTtthe first night; in the 
journey to whichtftiere was little to arrest the attention of 
the traveller, except Versailles, wliich I have already de- 
scribed to you. The ifext night I slept at Alen^on, after 
dining at Mortagne ; in whose nei^bourhood is the cele¬ 
brated abb|ly of La Trappe, an account of which I shall 
give you aMhe eftd of this. 1‘hrund little worthy of remark, 
at Aien^on: its principal trade consists in linen, lace, stuffs, 
and a sort of false diamond which is dug near it: there is a 
beautiful walk at the end of the town. 

1 passed the third night oa the road ; but supped La¬ 
val, the neighbourhood of which wiluessed many a bloody 
conflict betvvfcen the republicans and*the royalists; when 
the latter bravely defended th5ir king and religion against 
the horrid tyranny of the wretehe> who had usurped the 
seat of government. The commencement of this glorious 
struggle was stamped with afl the enthusiasm, and all the 
disinterested devotion, which reflected so much lionour on 
tliose who nobly exposed themselves for the ^e-establish¬ 
ment of order; but in its concluding periods degenerated 
'into the savagt. fury, which always distinguishes contending 
factions after a long and sanguinary contest. The cause 
which the insurgents (as* they were styled^ undertook, was 
deserving of a better fate: they fought for every thing 
which contributes to social order, against the greatest im¬ 
piety and immorality that can be imagined. An incom¬ 
parably good account of fke war in. La Vendee, and of the 
Chouans, has been published by M. Bonebamp, which I 
would recommend you to peruse.* It bears the mark of 
great impartiality; &nd will fitrnish, at sot*e future oeriod, 
many interesting details for the historian who may aitempt 
to give a perfect view of the French revplution. 

Laval is situated beautifully on the Mayenne, ariois 
famous for its linens. I passed through Vkr^ in the night, 
and arrived at Rennes abojjt nine o’clock in the morning. 

WlIiUAMS.] f 
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After taUinf the warm bath and a little sleep, I wen# ®at 
1» examine this ancient townt Its principal modern bnild- 
ings are the palace of the parliament, .and the town hov'“ 
There are some verv Ifeauuful walks and squares; and many 
vestiges of old citadels, form<rrIy the reeidencf of the cheva- 
Rennes suffered greatly from in 17'20jyjWhen 830 
bou^s were burnt to fhe ground; r-qrS on the spot thus left 
Vacan#, were erected the edifices whith now fornTits greatc'-i. 
ornaments. The old part of the town is dirty dud incon¬ 
venient, the streets being very narrow : this quarter was the 
Jiesidence of most of thd ancidnt nobility^of Brittany. ’ 
Having passed a single night at Renne., 1 proceeded to 
Bron, where I slept in consequence of being very mueh 
fatigued. The next ivght I slept*at St. Brieux, and the 
following night at Belleisle; and reached thi^ place the 
day after. Un ipy arrival I rvaited upon ilje niantitne pre¬ 
fect; who informed me tha^it was necessaiy fo send an 
express to Brest in order to, get ray passpoit revised, and 
to obtain a permit to leave tlie empire. Tins, and sonic 
little difficulty that 1 found rn procuring a vessel, have de¬ 
tained JBe here much longer (4s you may imagine) than L 
•wished ;‘and dining m’y stay in this town, which has but 
Kttle worth notice, 1" thought I could not employ myself 
better than by committing to paper the foregoing lemarks, 
though very likely 1 shall be the bearer of this letter myself 
to England.. But as you arq at some distance from the 

f lace where I shall disembark, it will reach you long before 
have the happiness of shaking you by the hand ; and you 
having taken the trouble to- pieserve my observations on 
this country, with a view (as you state, with my permission')^ 
to offer them to the public, I think it will be necessary to 
send you this as a sequel to tny other letters. 

Morlaix, in tiide of peace,- cauries on a very considerable 
trade; but n-ow its harbour bears the marks of the greatest 
distress. The inhabitaefts are very inveterate against Buo- 
itaparte : not only from being attached to general Moreau, 
who was born here; but also oecausO the emperor will attend 
to no remonstrance that is sent to him from this town, 
merely (as they assert) f6r that reason. 

I shajl now cc/bclude the last of my letters on ihit side of 
the Water, by giving vou an account of the abbey of La 
1 may possibly add a pOstcript on the other side : 
as perhaps you may be desirous o*f knowing how I perform¬ 
ed my voy^^e; and my sensations at setting foot once more 
on my native land, alter so loiig«and so psonful an absence. 
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3escnption etf thi celebrated Abbey of Xff 
' (Translated frofa the French.) 

ThFs iibbe^' is situated in the dioce|e of Suz; ija a valley 
considerable es'lent, on the borders of Perohe and Np'r- 
raandy. ‘ One^nigbt\j^lagine that nature«itself had designed 
the place as a relirei^nt foi; penitentiid sorrow. It hrttfr- 
funded by.woods, hi3[,sj and lakes, t^hich'render kalmost 
inaecessitye: the air is unhealthy, and darkened with ^ 
perpetual thick fog; the valley however contains arable 
hinds, fruit-trees, and laeadows. ‘*A,death-like silenoe seenj^ 
to have prevaile^^n this solitary spot, from tirne immemo* 
rial. It is inrposlible to describe the overwhelming sadness, 
the sort of terror, whiah the mind feels at its approach ; a 
mixture of religious fear and superstitious awe. What a 
picture is here afforded for the melancholy imagination of 
the paintgf or tl»e poet! The’hollow murduir of the trees 
which have withstood many aVintcr’s blast, and at which 
the sonl starts bgck appalled,’with the distant roar of the 
waterfall, announce the abbey of La Truppe. The access 
to it is difficult without a gyide. Aftel descending a moun¬ 
tain, we pass over a wifd heath : we.then arrive at a circuit¬ 
ous hollow way, where suddenly we discover.the abbey ia 
all its majestic austerity. • 

The first court which we enter is gepara^ed from that of 
the monks. Above the door is tfie statue of St. Bernard, 
holding a spade in one haird and a church in the other; 
which seems to inculcate that in every establishment found¬ 
ed by wisdom, labour will be^united to piet}'.^ The second 
court is planted with fruit-trees; by the inside of which are 
a poultry yard, granaries,,cells, stables, a brew-house, a 
baking-house, and other buildii^s lecessary for a convent. 
At a short distance is a mill, the water,of w^hich takes its 
rise in the neighbouring lakes. , 

“ The Abbey of the house of,God,” or " Our Lady of 
Tra^pe,” (for these were its original names,) was founded 
by Itotrou, the second count of Ferche, in the year 1140; 
during the life of Sf. Bernard, the pontificate of Innoceat 
111. and the reign of Lew'is VII. ofi France, in consequence 
of a vow made (ia the true spirit of the rfimes) by Rotrou 
when in danger of being shipwrecked. On his saft arrival 
in his own countr}', he hastened to pjerform his sacred en- 
gagemiiiit; and in order tQ transmit to posterity a niomilnent 
analogous to the subject, he had the roofol the building 
constructed in the form of a vessel reversed, which it pxe- 
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serve'd fill destroyed by the revolution. It was consecrated 
in the iiauie of the Virgin, liI4; by Robert archbishop of 
Rpuep, Raoul bishop of Evreux, and Silvester bishop of 
Suz. The nanie^ of “rOur Lady of La'Trappe” correspontls 
to that of “'Our Lady of thfe Stepsfor in^apprpaChing' 
thjc ^urch there afe ten or twelve s^)s to be cfescended^ 
and trappe is an.old provincial worjd'ftgnifying s^p. 

* This abbey was famed dining several centuries, for the 
austerity and irreproachable morals of its priors a'ad iho'nks. 
The horrors of th» ancient civil wars; the incursions of the 
English ; and time whidh destroys all things, even themoft 
rigid virtue; introduced a laxity of priu't^ple into tltis reli¬ 
gious institution: to such a degree, that the monastery 
became notorious for ^yery species of licentiousness, and 
was a scandal to the country. Hunting, and other amuse- 
inehts more profane, were thgsole occupation of the monks ; 
and their life was one conti*uied scene of dcbaurfiery, when 
the celebrated De Ranee cjune to take refuge in the con¬ 
vent. 

Hon Armand Jean le Bouthillier dc Ranc6, regular prior 
and the reformer of the abbey'of Our Lady of La Trappe, 
and a rigid member o‘f the order of Citeaux, was born at 
Paris the e)th of Janilary l626. He sprung from an ancient 
family in Brittany; his ancestors having held the post of 
cup-bearer to the dukes of that province, from which cir- 
' cumslance they took the hanje of le Bouthillier (or Butler). 
His cradle was surrounded by presages of fqftune and gran¬ 
deur: cardinal Richelieu was his godfather, and Mary of 
Medicis hosioured him with her peculiar protection. He 
was made a knight of Malta in his infancy, and was de¬ 
stined for the profession of arms; but havingbeconte the 
eldest son at the age of ten by the death of his brother, be 
took orders', anS succeeded* to all the livings which the 
latter had before possessed. His early years announced a 
character of very superior merit i lie became licentiate with 
great credit to himself; topk the degree of doctor in )f)54 ; 
was appointed almoner to the dgke<,of Orleans; and dis¬ 
tinguished himself much in the assembly of the clergy in 
as a deputy of'the second class. He passed some, 
nu)ii4is in the Seminary of LazarusJ under the tuition of 
Vincent de Paul; who laid the foundation of those viitiions 

• ^itinciplcs in his young breast, i^hich were afterwards deve¬ 
loped by the bishop of Aloth. * He refused the coadjutor- 
ship of the archbishopric of Tours; and what still more 
proves his indifference to honc^'^rs and titles, he did not fear 
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be at variance witfi the cardinal Mazarine, in order to 
attach himself closer to the icaidiDal Ketz in those times 
which friendship seldom resists.- The AbhS da 
"jAance was born with that pathetic •■jloquence which is the 
r characteristic of feeling soujs: he excelled particularly 
exhorting persons i^ii their death-bed^ and it should bc 
remembei^d that it r^quireg no ordinary talent to coiwrtSf® a‘ 
-man on tht'»brink of W|^*gra\%e, and dSsist liim in his^ende^- 
voNis' to (|[uit withouf regret the dream of Jife; so few are 
jlrepared to die! 

• At the tleath of hisfather^ Dft liance’Found himself pos¬ 
sessed of neurhlt^o thousand Ii\its * a year; u very con¬ 
siderable revenue in those times. Besides being yogng and 
rieii, be united to external beauty, high birth, wit, grace, 
and the ease of manner to be actpiired only in courts. It 
is difficulf for any one, with sucli advantages, to preserve 
that stiitttncss >)t morals wHicli is genertdly the result of 
misfortune, 6r the child of reliremeiit. The abbe Dc KunoiS 
gave himself up entirely to fbe flattering tlelusioiis which, 
surrounded him : his profession oce'ipicd him very little; 
but he was fond of^ gaiwing, hiinfing, dissipation, and 
luxury. Memoirs of the times in *vhii:h he lived, mcntioii 
that a tender passioii which lie entertained, for a lady of 
high rank (though represen»ecl by others as entirely pla¬ 
tonic), was not founded on so pure basis. Whatever wag 
the fact, De Ranc6, after the death of the lady (who was 
celebrated for her beamy, ’and for every talent that could 
captivate), gave vent to an excess of affliction seldom to be 
met with. He retired to the-lhickost forests^ there to shed 
a torrent of tears; and addressed the object of his love as 
if she had been present.. His despair even inspired him 
with an idea that there were m.ans of raising the dead, 
this unbounded grief s»on brought hiiniicarly to the grave 
himself, and hisconvalesceiico merely renewed his sorrows; 
time, which usually offers consol#iion to the afflicted, only 
serving to eonlirm Ids melanclioly. The misfortunes ot 
cardinal Ketz, flie^sport of fortune; and those of Gaston, 
who was deprived, suddenly of life in the midst ot sur¬ 
rounding .grandeur; had prepuriKl Ids mind to receive an 
impression of the*frivolity of human illusions. Being now 
undeceived respecting a passion tlial perlmps positfesses the 
strongcs.t doininion over us, he had^ilie courage to 
the lures which many a^ecablc women held out to hthi, ii^ 
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order to bring him back'to the path of pleasure. Disgusted 
with the world, he could on\y consider it as an immense 
tomb. He felt all the force of the important truth, Umt 
there is no friend, no-consbler, equal to oiir Maker; affd 
his whole soul was absorbed \fl this grand idea, from that, 
xnoineot, he resignqfJ ail his temporal luyssessi^ns; and gave 
'tothm. hotel Dieu and the \iO!ii^\ta\, mtee abbej# and prio- 
rjes which were at his disposal. wn renouijcing thesq 
livings* he reserved to himself the aobey of LaT^appe, but 
•with the sole intention of placing himself at the head of k. 
He retired to Perseigne wherr; he took the cowl, for whiclv 
he bad always before felt so much repugr'‘:nce. He made 
his vows on the 6tl> of June T(i(4; and wei^i immediately to 
shut hiraselt'from the world in the solitude of La Trappe, 
where his grief and religious despair seem in some degree 
j'endered immortal. He immediately began t»> regulate 
this establishmeirr, on the model of the order of^t. Benoit 
in its greatest purity. Amo*iig all the reforms of the Ci- 
teaux, there is not one so 'austere as that of La Trappe. 
It is unneco.ssaij to expe.iiaie on the great trouble and care 
which the abbe Dc Ranee bcslQwed on this convent, and 
the numerous enemies that he had to encounter. This if- 
lustrious person ended his career with the century : he died 
on the 201 I 1 of October 170()«; at the age of 74 years, nine 
■mouths, and seventeen days. During liis lij'c be enjoyed 
tlie respect and estoent* which virtue always coimuainis. 
James 11. of England, the queen his wife. Monsieur hrotlier 
to the king, mademoiselle de Guise, See. visited him frt- 
iqucntly; and always came away bene'^litcd by the wise pre¬ 
cepts vvhiclt fie impressed on 'their minds. 

The number of the monks of^ La Trappe w^as very con¬ 
siderable; in J 76.5 they consisted of sixty-nine for the 
choir, fifty-six staled copi’ertf, and.nine called domm. An 
eternal silence is llie first principle of this establishment, 
-and the basis of its stalytes. it wa'j,*so important in the 
eyes of its founder, that he used to sat’, breaking silence or 
uttering blasphemy was the same crime to them. The lun- 
■guage ol La Trap|)e always consisted Tess of words than of 
signs. If any of the mo{;iks are obliged to violate tliis rigid 
law, they exprest tltemselves.in a low .tone of voice, and 
Utter n« more than is ahsohftely necessary. Many, even 
in the agony of deatli, have beeq known even to observe 
‘thllrordinanct: so slrfcil}’, that tlv-'j have chosen rather to 
die at once, than to ask for those things which would have 
restored or relieved lliein. They 'have no-eonniiimication 
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■with each other, either by ^peaking or writing, without 
permission ; and to avoid every opportunity of the former, 
it -tE-proliibited for two of the fraternity to remaUi together. 
The following anecdote is found in memoir written by a 
Vector of Normiandv^: Two tjrotlters had^lived in La 'IVapjx? 
ten or twelve vears wrtliont knowing each other. I'lie (ddiat, 
when at tne point inenii<afied to the superior of 

the eonvent7tliat he feft; only one trouble on his rnin/!; anti 
tljis'was, he had a bp>!.ber in the world who stood in great 
danger respectitig his sjlvaurni. pn this rite .superior, being 
affected witli colyijassior), sent for Tits hi other, and permit-' 
ted them to einbK'e before tlie elder ej;pired. 

The monks waTk often iu the woods; on which occasion 
they leave the convent at the sountj of a bell, each with a 
book in hti^haiid. and preserving a most }>rof(iimd silence, 
having their stifayior at thr; head of them. •They employ an 
hour and % Ijall, during the Walk, iu meo'itating on the 
suhlime beauties of religion; and return in the same order 
to the monastery. When the}' nicet each other, they how 
their heads; but never pro.strate thcn*ie!ves, except before 
r superior, and sttangers. '1 hey live in a perpetual 
mortification of the senses ; their iood is served with only 
salt and water, and cansisls ot^vegeta^les, roo'ts, and milk; 
their drink at their meals is vein indiiferent cy ’er and beer; 
wine is neyerierved in the refeetorr, &nd-very seklom even 
in the hospital: their bread is.someihing like biscuit. They 
retire to bed at eight o'clock in the summer, and seven in 
the winter; and rise at fwo to attend morning-prayer, whicli 
lasts till a quarter past four, ft is an awful sc#iie to behold 
, fifty or sixty monks assembled in tlic chapel, which is lighted 
only by one solitary lamp f somelimes they are prostrate, 
ancf sometimes standing up to proclaim the praise of the 
Supreme Being. They worli three hours in fhc course of 
the day ; sm hour and a half in the morning, a'^id the same 
after dinner: this work consists of cultivating the ground, 
washing, the care of the stables, and sweeping the cioisters: 
they employ themselves also in writing religious works, 
binding them, doing carpenter’s and turner’s vrork, and 
making spoons of box-wood and Baskets ^f osier. At the 
appointed hour a bell is tolled, which is the signal f«r them 
to retire to rest: each then lies down, without taking off his 
clothes, on a bed of deaTboards covered only with a sKftw* 
matrass, a pillow, and a Trlanket. The furniture of these 
apartments consists of a small table, a straw-bottomed chair, 
a box without a lock, and two trestles to support the bed. 
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Pliysidans are in all cases excluded from La Trappe. 'flie*- 
sick, who are never allowed to* keep their bed, are obliged to 
rise at half past thtee, and retire at the same hour as tht-rest • 
of the fraternity; and ifttey assist in all theipasses that are hcJ«? 
in the choir of the infirmary.' I’he rcnjaindeif of the day is 
• en» 5 iipyed by them* in reading, praying, and in work pro- 

{ )ortioued to their strccigtli: they arc*not evert pennitled to 
ban against the back of their bliair for rest. Tfiey are con¬ 
stantly doomed to a rigorous silence, which is 'still m'or,c 
awful in the nights; and aj;e not suffered to cast their eyes 
on what is going forward in* the infirmary. The use of 
broth is not allowed till the patient has ad four or five 
attacks of fever, and most of them consideV the acceptance 
of this nourishment as want of fortitude. They abstain' 
from meat to the last; and go to church, leatyng on the 
arm of the persoji who has the charge of^the hospital, to 
receive the sacrament there* they return in tlje Same man¬ 
ner ; and are then laid on the straw and ashes, to await the 
stroke of death, surrounded by the whole fraternity. At 
tliese moments acts of the greatest heroism have been dis¬ 
played. They are then allowed to ‘siteak, .'ind the dying 
monk addresses an exhortation to those who stand about 
him : they now make’a public confession of all their faults. 
Being already dead to their own will, they obey not only 
the superior, but the' most trifling signs fro$ t^eir com¬ 
panions. They arc so 'anxiou,s to suffer, that they add vo¬ 
luntary mortifications to those which their, order imposes ; 
apd a serenity, arising from the internal satisfaction which 
they feel, is constantly to be seen on their faces, so that 
one would imagine their joy to increase in proportion to 
their austerity. • 

When a new member takes the oaths, be renounces all 
his worldly concehis, and many have been known to refuse 
a parting interview to their dearest friends and relations. 
The convent distributes & great quantity of bread‘and even 
money to the poor. Wheti the superior learns the death 
of any friend or relation of any or tire monks, he recom¬ 
mends the departed soul to the prayers of the fraternity, 
witliout specifying the |il5rlicular monk whose relation it is< 

. Wheg any person visits the» convent, 'the porter, who is 
one of the monks, opens the door, repeating Deo gratias 
I ("shanks to God !”^^knecls down, and prostrates himself: 

then takes the visitor into a parlour, and goes to inform 
the superior; who desires the monk that is appointed to 
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lake charge of all visKors, to go and receive Jtim. As soon 
as he sees i!ic stranger, he prostrates himself alio; takes 
him’ to the elnirch, where he presents to hi/n holy water; 
then' reads to him a part of some reli^iovs work, iifrer hav 
•ihg conducted hin* to an apptvttnenr *fiil')ited for that pur¬ 
pose; and (iltV-rs ix'ncdiiile. God bless^you,”) as a salnta- 
tsou. Tin^visiloi’s tiijilu is served iii the same niao*rf'as 
that of the taon1vS,''biii*v>illi ^le aidclit/on of'a plate of eggs; 
they never oiler liinytisli, tliough their ponds are Tail of 
■tinnn : soinotimes^^lic} hring wine to such as arc not well ; 
,^d during the repast, ^ead ifcpr:*y^r to ifiein. Visitors are 
^cldoixi adinitte(»U) the refectory, lest they should draw off 
■he attention offtlic monks front then; meditations, it is 
necessary to olxerve, .that at every step you meet with 
verses on llte walls, by way oi'cshtirtalion. 

La Jiffofinc de Scpf-.l’ous, almost two leagues from Bour¬ 
bon Lanci^is ncitrly oti t.h>? saBic footing aS tlie convent of 
La 'Frappe: it was eslablisbcJ by Eustace de ijcaufort 
jii the last centmy’. 

Here ends the translaiipn. It is’unnecessary for me 
■isNUJake any (utmmenfon this most extraordinary institu¬ 
tion. It seems to have been foundetl witli a -’iew to hold 
up to the prodigate of every ticscrijtlion, an e.vpiatory asy- 
iiini; and a place of refuge from the^ hand of the law, to 
those who preferred a perpetual sf*clusion from mankind, 
to the loss of life upon the stiiffold. The ends of public 
justice were lliiis in a great measures defeated, at least in 
point of example; but had the names of many of those 
unfoiTiinate wretches been published, mankind in general 
♦would have coi sidered the jjenance whieh tlmy performed 
at La Trappe, iiiiinitely greater than what they svouhi hwve 
underwent in a legal execution. The au^iior whom I have 
translated above, concludes by stating this convent to have 
been founded with a view “ to forin.an establishment where 
guilt, stung with remorse, might throw itself into the bosom 
of consnliiig Omnipotence; where tlie excess of penitence 
might wipe away the*enovmity of transgression, snid to re¬ 
serve for compmietioh the hope of pne day partaking ot the 
reward of virtue.” 

POSTSCRIPT. • 

Sdlcontb, Ut yiiiga-it, 180S. 

I arrived here yesterday afternoon, about five o’clock, 
after a good passage of twenty-lbnr hours, during wliieii 
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time I was extremely ill from sea-siokness. Oar original 
destination was Plymouth: byt the wind proring unfavour¬ 
able, we put into this place; where 1 fortunately met a 
very old friend, who w.as kind dnough to atl’ord me alhlhe 
comforts of which I stood so much in nej-d. * 

1 can now, thank heaven, 'co.mniit my thoifghts to paper 
‘wit^Swiiit the risk of suffering from the displeas^ire of the 
man who so cruelly Embittered tltejlasf three vears of my 
life. What 1 felt on my arrival Pn’: 15nglands cannot be' 
described. My joy was so great, thai 'f 1 liad' not been 
relieved by a flood of t(’aj-s (du' sw'cetest 1 ever shedj, f 
sincerely believe it migiit have had bad ^;(^;)secjnences. At 
the moment of my leaving Morlaix, peac^ between Russia 
and France was proclaimed, afrer a very short negotiation 
with M. D’Oubrll. I^o sensation was produced on the 
minds of the people by this proclamation: tho^- say that 
peace with till the world, except Englaiu^ is of very little 
advantage to them.A pca^e will) Hussia,” si>.y t*hcy, “ will 
not procure us the means ol‘.exporting our com, our wine, 
bur brandy, and ouroij; of all which we liave an immense 
quantity stored up in«our ropositorios.” Indeed, in the dif¬ 
ferent countries through whieli TpaB^cd, incliidingTourain:a> 
the farmers have at th.s momcnl Ihroe crops of corn on 
hand, besides'the very tine ope whick they are on the point 
of reaping; and this is in consequence ol' thq impossibility 
of exporting a singie'qnarler vvitlibut our permission. The 
result has been, that Buonapaute has received remonstrances 
from almost every department, staling the poverty of the 
people in regard Xo money i and their consequent inability 
to ytay their taxes otherwise thaii in kind, unless some me¬ 
thod is adopted lor the exportation of their superfluous 
commodities. From this you ma/naturally conclude that they 
are in some degree starving in the midst of their abundance : 
yet the government is rich; in consequence of its armies 
having beerf long fed and clothed by the unfortunate (Ger¬ 
mans, and the heavy contributions that have been levied 
on the conciuered countries. 

Mr. Williams concludes his intereSing detail with ridi¬ 
culing the fears of ih^^people of Ert^land respecting an 
invasion by the |^renclj, it being well kqown in Fiance that 
such a£ attempt is nof'intendcd to be made. 

THE END OF WUHA.MS’s. TRAVELS. 
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SEMPLE’S JOURNEY 


THHOTJCn 

5;’4iV and ITALY. 


Ohscrhitimis on a Jniirnei/ thimigH Sjntfn and halt/, to 
T\(ip/cs tficnrc to Sim/riin and i'onxtanfinople : com¬ 

prising; a^Dcscniptioi^of the principal l^tairs in that Route, 
and Remarks (/i; l'ic_ present national and pnlitiral Slate of 
those Countries} la/ JJoBre;*!'S km fi.E, Jathor of Walks 
and Skid eh "s 4'-' of C 'od Hope, &ic. 2 vols. 

8vo. 10s. Baldx^^’s, ltjU8. * 

JVXr. ?s<.Mnj)!e is a tbe*niercanfile line; but 

ho has iilieady ntajuired no inconf-ideriible share of a[>pro- 
batioii by Ui.s; literary aci]iiirciiieiil». He is not, however, 
one of tliose literary cbaractcjs who travel for the sole pur¬ 
pose of observing ineii and manners; on the contrary, his 
journies a|j{)ear'td iiave originated,'tlirough business; and 
the notes uhicii he collects, Ik* amuses himsclrtn arranging 
• for the pres:, to dispel the tedium of iiis returning voyage. 
In a preCace, however, to rti^:^olumes before tis, he men¬ 
tions a ludicrous accident whici'h happened to him. When 
about to methodise liis ywurtial upon d^fck, ifli his notes 
were blown overboard ; s-' that, we are informed, the wdiole 
matter of life work has been wrilten from memory. We 
will ne\ertheiess observe^ that those who may read the 
various and |)leasing information which it contains, will not 
conceive such an apology to be ir, cessary. The events also 
w hich have lately happened in the T'ountrie^s that the author 
remarks upon, give additioua! interest to his performance. 

IVlr. Senrpje (who is an Anierican by birth, and passed as 
such on the continent) left London on the 26 ih of June, 
1805, to gd to Madrid. He went in the Lisbon packet, and 
nothing wortli notice occurred till he entered the Tagusi, 
|Ie makes the following observations on 

SEMPLE.] B ■ 
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^ THE CITY OF LlSBOCf AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

This city.can never cease to be a place of consequence 
whilst trade and coinpierce flourish iti'^urope. Had it not 
been for .political ev<?nts and considerations, it would pr^.-- 
babiy have become the capital of Spain, there being no 
situation possessetT'^^af equal advantages in the whole penin¬ 
sula,“as it may be ca^jed, of Europe, south of the Pyrenees. 
It is built upon several hills, ihe mru<^er of which it is not 
easy to ascertain amidst so many biiiiTi'ngs ; but which tlie 
natives say, amount to seven, like those of ancient Rome. 
It may rather be said to stand npoti' an arfb of the sea, into 
which tlic Tagus falls, than upon the '^higus itself; that 
river not being navigable even for boats in all its long course, 
till within twelw or fourteen leagues of Lisbon, end the 
water before the town being salt, and frequently so rough, 
as to endanger t,h*> t=hips at syichor there. . The inhabitants 
of Lisbon, however, who are jealous of the honbur of their 
river, affirm this to be a frivolous distiuAion, and that in 
the time of tin; rains, an immencifi—bofAy^vuf fresh water is 
here brought down, .so as often to ca’use more damage to 
the shi[>ping than is ever occasioned by tlV^'wifid and tide 
from tlie sea. However that maybe, the situation is'ad¬ 
mirable, and* the town, full of ehif ches, palaces, domes, 
and spires, rising from the edge of ihe water up the ascents 
and over the lops of so many hills, preseotjt from the bay 
one of the noblest views that can he imagined, and superior 
perhaps to tliat of any city in the world, jtn whatever situ¬ 
ation we view it during our approach, it is imposing, but 
when we land the delusion vm-isnes. The streets are badly 

J )aved and full of filth ; the houses, with here and there a 
attired window, Ituve a ipektKcholy appearance, and the 
inhabitants, some in rags, l£d the remainder in dark co¬ 
loured clothes, rentier the whole still more gloomy. The 
powerful influence of climhte already becomes perceptible. 
The Portuguese are geiierally dark complexiorted and thin, 
■with black hair, irascible and revengeful in their tempers, 
and eager in their gestures on ©ccasidns. They Jure 

also said to be indolent, dceeitfuli r«pd cowardly ; but they 
are reuhperate in diet, and that Bray be msi8^ at the head 
of their virtues, hf iiuiced ihey have many inore to add to 
it. They afi'ect to talk of the Spaniards wif^ great con¬ 
tempt, as being perhaps the next despicable nation to them¬ 
selves with which they are acquainted. They go public 
spirit, and consequently no national character. An Eng- 
Ip^ian or Frenchman may bs diskinguisbed la foreign 
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countries by an air*and manners peculiar to bis nation, 
and which he would attempt*in vain to disguise ; hut any 
meagre swarthy man may pass for a Portb^uese. 

Tlie goyernmenf has all'the w'eak'ness ot despotism in its 
old age. The prince is the ighorantffnid superstitious chitf 
of an Ignorant and superstitrous people jHis navy depends on. 
Kngla'nd t^r its Best afficers, and his^mjr is in all#espects 
despicable; but he Ikj^Ss a proeessidn of hionks be^er thasi 
any man^in Europe^nd if the French could be beaten VitTiT 
waxrtapeis, th^jiCrluguese might give peace to the w'orld. 
^Conformably ip this .disposiitiofc,«tne churches, convents, 
mnd monasteries are magnificent, and generally full of rich 
ofttaments, fine#inarblos, mosaic work and paintings. No 
jgootl^Tian will laugh at any sincere atten^n to pay a tribute 
of resqtect to the Supreme Being ;4jut in Portugal he w'ill 
observe w5th sorrow the numerous aud miserable supersti¬ 
tions witl^whici* all ^ich attempts are miifgled. But let us 
wait a little, •aucinot decide on the first impressions of com¬ 
parison betwecnlihis country Snd England; let us compare 
it tvith others. :.’2!S£iji!?i^bcgim)ingourjourney, and before 

vve get to jhet'Ml of it may,find other nations within the pale 
ivilskc^lcJmishWhurch,*equally under its subjection. We may 
safely->^ccide then that tH^^ Portuguese, are .grossly super¬ 
stitious ; but that th% are more so than any other sect of 
Christians remains yet to be observeji. Fur building their 
new churclVe»|‘and religiou^s housel, certain taxes are grant¬ 
ed by gtiveiifment, arid as *111636 taxes are continued till 
the building be ’fini.shed, it is astonishing how long a time 
it takes to complete them, 'Phe pious man,^who has con¬ 
tributed, perhaps voluntarily, a certain annual sum toward 
building a church, feels lom.J.hal for want of one more 
year, and one more year’sWontribution, so good a work 
should fail. He therefere gifes on contsibutiijg to the end 
of his life, and when he dies,»makes sure of.liis soul by a 
donation in his will to the church of the Mother of God, 
or of the Heart of Jesus. Meanwhile the monks, who have 
tire administration <^f kp these sums, go on thrivingly, and 
are indeed the only Ait people in Portugal. 

The part of tisbotf ipost desejving of attention is that, 
which suffered sw.'lev€r&]y in the dreacMul,earthquake of 
1755 . It is nbt merely that \ill the flat at the fodt of the 
ampbitheaifie of the surrOundirig hills is rebui't in a regulinr, 
manner, kpd excellcntljs paved; but the ruins of great 
buildingi^ill remaining on the tops of the heights in the. 
heart of a populous city, have a singular and striking effect. 
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Other nations erect monuments at a j^r'cat cxpeiice, in com¬ 
memoration of battles, earlhqiiakes, aiid wide wasting fires. 
But nothing can speak.so home to the heart as these awful 
remains which stand in perpetual meifteiito to the inhabit¬ 
ants of Lisbon, of wh%t has happened, and may again liap*' 
pen to the city. . ", . , o 

The churches ancNhe theatres, say^J^'l^•. S. will naturally 
first'attract the. sii^iger; ai^ti ruins r;ii/hot fail to 

riwakeies{';iv.us reflections. SKoiikl lie disposed to con¬ 
tinue them he may .iscend one of ilie’^’ill.s, on the top* o,f 
W’hich, surrounded hy a j'.igh wall, an anten! thickly 
with trt cH, is the i‘',ngli.slJ' buryfng gidiajd. *1; ere is always 
to me something alleeliiig in the sight of the grave of..<r 
fellow countryman in a I'oreign land; liow much more 
when they are cPHified^. so thickly together. Among the 
many wiio came here I'or health and found Uigrave, lies 
Henry Fielding, an unrivalled delineatoj: of human life 
and manners, and whose name will l)t’'reineinl)erfed as long 
as true humour shall be reUshed in En.^land. Quitting 
the burying ground and kecpin,pL_^hj;,„})vi*! 5 hts, we soon 
find ourselves on the outskirts >f tne' ttiwn, which are 
composed of very mean houses^' and inhalif.ed fc»y a racp 
among whom cleanliness in all its branches appears wholly 
neglected, and where'swine and uiisephle dogs are stretch¬ 
ed out upon hetips of filth before eveiy door. Fortunately 
this docs not last loKg, ,niul we presentlyinto the 
open fields on the hortli-west s.i'de of the low^ivt The coun¬ 
try, at this season, looks brown and parceled' up, and is 
■wholly destitute of enclosures ; a number bf .country seats, 
"however, at adiitie distance, surrounded by trees and inter¬ 
mingled with vineyards, must, immediately after the rainy 
season form a beautiful pro?pi|pk On the heights to the 
left is a range of windmills,' Mfich being 1 suppose, similar 
to those usediii) Spniti, tend lff-4lUistrate a*^assage in Don 
‘Quixote. Judging from thdse on the banks of the TbarncSj 
and throughout England; I had always hitherto considered 
the account of the battle with the windmills, as too extrava¬ 
gant even for that knight; but tj|<^^of;this country being 
little, ro&bd, sturdy fellows about ten of twelve feet in licight, 
might pass for the ghosts "of giants, even fo'ftisober.English 
peasant,^ on a nibou Ifglit foght. Passing, onwarjds we 
come to, ii deep and narrow valley, over wiiich is thrown 
dhe noblest aqueduct which has been erected in Europe 
,«ince foe time of the Unmans. ^ It is, perhaps, t^ JaSt also 
^that will be ereci^dij^for the solG end of carrying'Water for 
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comttion purpows; t^ie discovery that fluids when conveyed 
in pipes will rise to -nearly their level, superseding "ihe 
us« of suck stupendpus Strifctures. It consiila of thirty- 
live arches, the centre one of iutmeiise height, but they 
•sire greatly too nurroW in proportioi^ when’viewed from a 
little distance, - The inhahitftnls oIsLtsbon boast that they 
are the highest liirgle arches inr;fiW world, which may 
be true;'but a doii'bl# ami tripleJrow would hrT^e been 
equally more useful?i*n*d fa? more clegaht. A noble jwth~ 
yvtVy, bordered h wsdl of solid blocks of stone, rea^s 
across the suaiwi'it, nearly on a level wit!) the vvsrter, which 
'makes a [icipfetusil 'ibnnin|*, souAd on tlie inside. This 
ijiiund is echoed along the arched stone roofof the aqueduct, 
• and.exeites a pleasing sensation in tl/e mind of the passen¬ 
ger, \who turning to the other baud, looking over the 
parafret, Jieholds beneath hini, af a great depth, tho-stouy 
bed of a considerable stream, under tbe^ center arch, anil 
which iunvinteitmui** run vviik all tiie fury of a inountain 
torrent. Overlhis stream bridge is thrown, and a road 
leads through_^'t>e. yaJ iity ; the travellers on which, when 
viewed from dtjJt'KvvTttel^ed iJiminisl^ed in size to the cir- 
cumftyerfcet-i'their hats.* I’poii the whole, this aqueduct 
i'5’jT!?^y*a nanonal boast ^loiig llie Portuguese ; and in a 
founlrw where so lew g.'-ehp iinderfakings, .not. eonnccted 
with religion, are c\:ried <?> ])erfectioii, it stands like a 
giant amidstoiginies and abortiejns.. It is singular that the 
same natiOttl^Ave erected in Amerioa the only great, per¬ 
haps the ohfyprAqueduet wfiieh exists is all that continent. 
It is.near th^ tikwn of llio Janeiro, and is thrown across a 
valley wider than that near .Li,->bon. I bnlv saw this last at 
some little distance, yet I cannot help thinking tliat the 
two were constructed at naji^eat distance of time from each 
other, and that whichevcr^pls' the first, served as a model 
to the second. 


■ POH'rUUCESE P?»ASANTRY. 

Among the peasantry, says Mr. Semple,-who come, in 
fronr-ihe cuufltry>s^^m^ly on Sundays, it is easy, to ob¬ 
serve a iiuinber-of paftidulars in dress and manners which 
inust be referred’to a Celtic origin. Instead of hats they 
frequently wear taps or' bonnets; the* ancient ^laid loo 
warm to be carried in this dimaie as a cloak, is converted 
into a pagty-colouied Sash, which jbey wear round the 
middle, ^d in which tlTey uniformly carry a dirk or long 
knife ; dM their favourite instrument is the bagpipe adorned 
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with iibl)ons, exactly similar to that ased in the highlands 
of Scotland. To the sound of^his very-.ancient instrument, 
two or three bf them together dance a kind of reel, or iflhe 
tune be slow and solemn, the piper walks backward and 
forward amidst a siipnt an4 attentive .crowd. In theif' 
Mvely dances they raise, their hands-alvave tfie l\ead and 
keep time -with thfc, baslanets. Tlje Scottish highlan¬ 
ders olllerve exaclly\he same prftcijce, and I am fully 
nersnaded tiiat their strong sn!ippin*g\of the fingers is,id 
i'tnitaiioii of the sound of the castariet.' ' v ^ 

The incbnvciiieift;es of trijveiyng oq the dqntinent are toOn 
well known to be worth descanting on ; though oui'.nnthor 
gives a lamentable picture of A/s sufl'cring!^ on proceeditvg 
from l.isbon to .Madrid; we, however, pollect from tlum/tlrat 
travelling is inuclf^bettet in all parts of Spain than ik any 
part of Portugal. The Portuguese are described tte a nfiser- 
eble race, on whom the Spaniards look witV contgmpt. 

On arriving at the Spanish frontiers, M|r. Semple gives 
the following { 

^v.i. ft; 

CONTRASTED CIIA’RACTER OT*" THE FRENCH AND 
Sf ANIARDS, 

As we approach Badajoz, t* e country becomes, Jiiore 
fertile, and befter cultivatedwhich indeed ought'to be 
the case near a populous town, and'on the banks of the 
Guadiana, one of thef great rivers of Spaiw^v We cross 
this fine stream, which however is not yet naiHgable, upon 
an excellent stone bridge, and immediat^yr pass under 
tlje- gates of Badajoz, where otir passports are examined, 
and after the* necessary ccrc'niony of paying a trifling 
Sum to custom-hotise officers, we are left free to find our 
W'tty all'Over the kingdom^ * 

. Badajoz (pronounced Badtprokj i^ the frontier town of 
Spain on ihis^ frontier, as of Portugal, and is 

therefore strotfgly fortified and garrisoned. The Spanish 
soldiers w'bo throng the ’gates ’ are stnuter, and have a 
more martial look than those we have just left behind 
ns; hut I seek in vain for thatrfhbti^; Medom which 
tttai-ks the soldier of England. Gne of companions 
having business tc^ transact here, .yte repikld the rest of 
the day,tand have time to observe, that evett in the fron- 
ier towns, a strong line of distinction is dratVn between 
Sit two nations. The*Spaniard is.more delerraitfed in hisi 
l^id irihuners; his cloak thrown over his shoulders 
iiifd’something of the air of a mail of ebufage; whilst 
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the same custom with the Portuguese manners, gives only 
the look of an assassiD- But if we notice the difference be¬ 
tween lh& men, it is Still more apparent in the woinca ot 
»the two countries. The air, the ^reas, the walk of the 
Spanish ludigs is hot only superior to‘that of their ncigh- 
hours, but perh pa-^f any Europcu!^nation. The lower 
part of tlfcir dress is Ijliu;!?, with fringes; tKe upper 
consists simply of a vrtiite ihuslin veil, which, withou^es 
yeVing the face, f.i^Us down on each sideof tl.e head, crosses 
over the bosoiiijf'and is fastened Jjehind tito back. They walk 
Vitli freedom ;^their eyes are dark^and expressive, and their 
Tjliole couuteiiaiices have that bewitching air which an Eng- 
lishipan likes v\*ell enough' to see in any wonjan except his 
wife, his sister, or the'woman he ^uly lutes and respects. 

Ij^viHg spent the afternoon in viewing Badajoz, we pre- 
- pared for an early d^arture.on tly: ensuitig monitng. We 
were on }Tor^eb^k«<l^cfore sunrise, and arrived at the gate 
leading tow ard ),he country jdist as it opened. A number 
of peasants witjh th.eis.,l;^i)rses, mules, and asses loaded with 
fruits anti vea^^inies 7 ”wh» 4 had been long in waiting, rushed 
in lik^i^ort-.nt, and* tdihost carried us away' with them. 
We'i'i^ ho resource but tp^^)ur up our horses, and force 
opr wa^ through with no sim^ detriment to ifiany a pannier 
of figs and apficols. \for s,ome time after leaving Badajoz, 
the road is coined, but we sooivcaitie to immense nncuU 
rivaled pliip^j, bordered all round by distant mountains, 
except closfe uppn our right, where were small hills with a 
gentle slope. At a distance in the plains lay Talavera la 
peal, three leagues from Bndajoz, and o«r next stage, 
These phiins are kept from cultivation by the express inter¬ 
ference of government foulbe tienefit of the Spanish sheep, 
whicli certainly derive frohi^ch pastures the superior ex« 
cellence of their wool. only EstrdfaaduPa, but all the 
inland provinces, abound with these commons; with respect 
to which the prejudices of the inliabitants are insurmount¬ 
able. " Why do yo^ |SQt plough up these fertile deserts ?” 
said I to a Spafliay4»^lffepoonrage agriculture, the real basif 
of the greatness^of kingdoms, and your country may ye? 
rank with the fi^^in JEprope.” ‘/*i sec,”jeplicd he, “ thaf 
you have the prejudice conatuon to most foreigners* These 
deserts, as you call them, are the glory of Spain, for it is 
from these pastures that is formed *he finest wool in th^ 
world.” jpiifi ne^less to expose the ignorant fallacy of tbik 
reasoning, :whlch however is here universal, and it is pp# 
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without regret that aa Eiiglislcraau beholds the finest plains 
in Europe abandoned and un(;uitiv,a|:ed.. 

Our aiillior had to travel on horsehack a distance of four 
hundred miles, cbicfljy’ alongi the iiauk'SfOf the Guadiaiia. 
He describes his ride slis singularly rOmaiitio^ and it was 
rendered the more ^.‘ oy a knowledge that 'tlijj deep fo¬ 
rests, on the borders of wliich he p:wK«kl, were the resort 'of 
ba&f’hti. Travellers generally proceed in small parties, 
accompanletl by a guide ; each person being armCd with a 
brace of pistols, and haying a woitmt^ntcau on his horse. . 

BAN lEDEFONSO. 

Onr author proceeded on the lOtlj of September td’ this 
city, which is situated aU'nit 50 miles to the north of| Ma¬ 
drid, on the opposite side of the Guadarrama. A\U itintrary 
of the route prccfdes th© description ^yhich-he gi.ves of the 

San Ildcfenso, says lie, or,' as it is sometimes called. La 
Gran^a, is a kind,of royal village* •laiy.g I 'come of con¬ 
sequence entirely froth one of the kings ».f\'^pain having 
chosen this spot to form a country rcsiden'-e. It Ij situ¬ 
ated !it the foot of a liery lofp ^md steep conical h/pl, co¬ 
vered with trc( Sj and connectwl vvithdlie.still loftier moun¬ 
tains of Guadarrama. The king’s ptfiacc, the public offices, 
and tlic barracks of the guards, form thtfet^rsides of iin., 
oblong, of which the palace is-the head. The ICwer etui 
is enclosed by a handsome iron railing widj'gates, and the 
ground is here stiil sufficiently higli to coimnand a view 
over all the plains approaching to Segovia. Witliin these 
gates are the royal mannfgctories of glass, and various 
other articles, which the kiit|Wjef;deavours to .monopolize. 
The consequences j^f this fooiliijh phin, of a king becoming 
a manufacturer, and retailing wine-glasses by the dozen, are 
such as might be expected* The esiablishuients are main¬ 
tained at an immense expense, and with a great annual 
loss. Mirrors excepted, the articles in general arc not 
better, nor even equal to those raeiie “In other countries ; 
and individuals arc cffec|nally deterred -iWm undertaking 
speculations profit iibic to tlieir country, wjiile their monarch 
can coitic intu the market, rmd magnauithbusly sell his 
goods for less yhan they cost him. ,This, among a thousand 
Other Instances, may'serve to she^v how little the very ele- 
of political economy arc uniiixstood in 

iiSvtountry, 
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Leaving then th^ manufeictories, let us visit the great 
oTnainents of San^.llclefonsu, nauH'ly, the gardens and 
'vaier-works, the liiiftier of wliich arp said , to he equal or 
su()erif>r to thps^ of Versailles. Tine first are formal, cut 
into parterass', aud ornamented tWitft leaden statues and 
vases; but tiie latfiif, when playi^^^nre .certainl^.magni- 
ficont. One, called file finintainvof fame, throws up a 
cpiisiderable colinun’of water to the height of 
and is tlien clearly visible from Segovia, at tin; distance oi 
len miles. supply the^liif*r^t fouticains a reservoir is 
I'onned at the iiead of the gardens, which lie on a continual 
ascent. This jeservoir is called by.the pompous name of 
el Mar, or the sea; ajihough it is not s^erior in extent to 
iiiaiw artificial pieces of water in^enliifnien’s seats in Eng- 
Jiiiiin. Notwithstanding the* depth, wliich is considerable, 
it does not fuis|ish TOter sufticienfcto mahe all ilie fountain^ 
play more riiiultwo jr tliree times in a year, one of which 
is always fixed for the great*feast of St. Jolin. A stream 
of very clear vvatti—’ Uses among the mountains, or rather 
rushes iniin^iittcly ifrom'jtheni, and*falls into the reservoir, 
w|j,i(Jrtii,Rej.l at a rPgular'heigliji by sluices. 'Ehis water, 
al'iholgh *so pure, is fot.»-^t<i disagree very mueli with 
slrant^'is ; probably'hecuus^Deirig so near tlie source, and 
running between ste^ an^ dark banks, always shaded, it 
is not sufficFwtly purified liy oxposdle to tlie sun and air ; 
and, as the Spanish physicians say, comes crude to the sto» 
maeh. Ahpo^, immediately above the reservoir, the hill 
rises exceedingly steep and high, to a sharp and conical 
siunmit. In the woods, which grow near flie foot of this 
hill, large inclosures are made to confine the game, ip 
shooting which the king tfi^^fgreal deliglil. Considerable, 
■tracts or ground are al^jo fep'^tpriated to this purpose in va¬ 
rious directions. The prailo, ,or publt? wain of San Ilde* 
fonso, is part of the great road leading to SCgoviu, and is 
shaded on both slides with trees. There is ai^o a handsome 
little theatre, p) whi^h the best performers frotn Madrid 
repair; but these tv ei'e hot to me objects of mach curio¬ 
sity. 


SECOVIA. 

To be so near Segovia, and not to have seen it, would 
have been unpardonable* and I took’an opportunity of vt* 
siting it.C" It was past mid-day hefore I set off, and after 
an easy ride I reathed it at two o’clock, by a good broad 
road, Ijorclered at the btginning with trees, but through 
SEMPLE.] c - 



10 


SUWrMi’s TB'AV^Ef.S 


an open and hadlv cultivateA cotJnlfj. “ Segovia retainlJ 
more I races of ilie iMoors than any 1 havi^ .^et seen 

in Spain. The inn where we put uppfiad no de(ubt been 
formerly a niagnificenttabode,,being buill^i^jhe form of a 
hollow square, with sfn ^cade roiind thfe antel-rar, support- 
‘ed by pillars in the ^^oorish, or perils, to speak more 
ctn reetivj the eastern tiste. l^lie efithedml is liftle more 
hundred and fifty years old, but is bu!lt in the 
gothic .style; with a .simplicity and grandeur whiclVclearl/ 
shew, that the raefe of arcliaec(,s, wbq, erecte»i similar mag- 
iiilicent and siiigular piles all over Europe, was at that 
periori not yet e.vtidqt. Its internal deeoralion.s'are als« 
not nnworthy »of notice, particularly a beautiful mafbi^ 
statue of St. John,^imd a'tgroupc of figures carved in ujtood 
hi a most admirable style, lir a small rootii or cliapr-l tipsre 
is a roof carved with groat taste, anc^'adopied weith pure 
white and burnished gold. 'It appeared td me Inat 1 had 
never seen any thing more tflegant, nor gold bettet em- 

te ed. Oh leaving this chapel, lyt oQl<|\a . lart view of the 
y arches of the cathedral, ani from thi/}K''t 3 .reptlired to 
the alcazar, or ciislle, Tjiis is built upon a rack, crtivitind- 
ed hy a deep natural fpsse, where it is joines*^ if I 

may so say, to’the main laiKh,by a eijpseway, in which’ i» 
cut a deep ililch with a draw-brj,clge./ I'hc sftuM^qh greatly 
resembles that of Edhibifgh castle, and .doulit 

owes its origin to the same natuj:al causes. ^ is kept a 
military school for young men destined tof^im officersbf 
aftillery, and a collation of plans of fohifica^ifotfl, models 
of military engines, and the hc.st books reiatitig to the art 
of war. The roofs of many of the chambers where these 
afe kept, are adorned in tlie -^u;^ mairner as that of the 
chapel of the catbedral, be!h^^ irctjtcd with gold. 
were also bortlcretI'‘with insjjjViptions, in cbaiaetcr^ whicfi 
apjiesired to ule very simihar to those of the ancient Saxons ; 
but which .Wrei:e equally unintelligible to my guide and my¬ 
self; he kl^l^red, however,'that lltissian ambassador, 
when .therei ^cyphered the chani^f^^^Vthough he did 
not understand UiC language in Were written. 

were shewn a windovv loolcing vVer tfri^’steepest ptirt of 
tite rockji out of which, in former times, a ybdldg prince of 
^pain fell, ami pas dashed to piec^Si ; 

^vHaving v^is^tt all tlic intmor.of the Alcazar, I went, 
Mfore (yjuitti^'Segovi:i, to take a last loCrk at ^ Roman 
at^edupt, vvhich still conveys the water to the town. It,is 
kf st seen to thu lcft of the high iuad from San Udefonso ; 
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but iris|>irrs no idea of graivlour till we reach tlic centre^ of 
Segovift: There itJ§|;j;etche.s across a 8tee() vullcy; at the 
bottom,rahd afoag side of which*" part of,the town is 
built, and copis^ts of two rpws ,of rarches, one above the 
other, nmoijiAing,ip, oil taoiie hiffdred and seventy-five in 
number. 'File styi^ of these arcll^^ tlie same as, that of® 
the hridg^ of Merir^t. ytinrit appcitfs asumishing how siieli 
a mass of stories should liaiig togctlier as it were iif 
/dr so orany cenuiri.es. The greatness of lliis iininense pile 
is,contrasted Ij^ the uanow^sir^cts and tlark houses wliich- 
cluster round the bases of the arfties. To•rle.scrve suclj a 
v^ork, Segovia must have been a situjilion of great iiiiport- 
au<®J in the eyifs of the lionians. It is stilL a large tow'ii, 
considering the general size of to\\jf>s in l*(ie interior of Spain, 
and/wa#«doubtless placed Iftre on account of the strong 
■STuia lion of the castle, which rujist hav* been nearly im-^ 
pregnaW?. hefo?N *lfe use of atlillcry. In modern lin)cs its 
chief support is the trade in wool. The small stream which 
rises in the CJfiadarcaijj^a mountains, and runs in ihe boitoirr 
of the the 'tow'j^>ossesse»the property of cleans 

^•tler thaiT any^otlicr .w’ater in Spain. Hence 
ero,^r great W i»;^mg plage, is the most noted in 

Toward the tjlose ,(^ thii^montl), September, the seat of 
govcrninepsilp again removed,#aiuf fixed at the lisetoriah 
This great ^i^ing, it is w<*ll known, was erected by Philip 
the Second, i||^pnse(|uence of a vow made by liiiii, during, 
or previous to^tite battle of Pavia, which he gained against 
the French,.gfi&atly by the ffcsistance of his Ktiglish au.\ilh>- 
aries. it is a riuadrangular pile, about thirty miles from Muv 
drid, situated at the soujW^t base of high hjlls, wldeU 
/orin a branch of fhe.G^uiWarec*aia range, VVilhin the same 
Duihlingare contaiued*.rfv palace siiflicfently •ciipacioits for 
tlie accommodation of the vvnoie court of SJ»am ; a largtf 
chnrgh with a noble dome, a whole convent of the monlrs 
of St. Lawrertce, with the appendages to thCpp sueli in¬ 
stitutions, on'.tlfe, | iir»rijfett scale. 'J'lie library .of the con¬ 
vent is most and contains many valuable ait- 

cient Spanijfih'rad Arabic inafiuscriptj. lot me hei:®^ 
•bserye, that I consider Sj^tin as a rich literaiyamine in 
these two branches, ..which, as yet, lia.s been scarcely-, 
opened. ‘ 

The chpreh is in some measure an appendage to the. ebri.#;: 
vent, ond whereinThe monks perforin their religious rit«tfS: 
yet, if placed apart, it w*uld form a striking building, ra4. 

C 2 
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nifght rank in tlie class of th^- great c^jurches of Europe’. 
1'happened to be,present on flie ,di^.;;^f San Lorenzo^ or 
Si. Eiiwrcnce, when, of course, all tlwhia! v.ificttlCe oftlie 
insliliUioti was displayed. The clioir, the solemn organ,, 
the nuihitude of ppiostsf and Inonks, of 1 counted 

upward of two hundi’^iMjf with lighted t^^rs in their hands ; 
the ininblc pillars, tii^ painted roofs till, in slfort, oon- 
form a great whole, domptwed with which every 
religious ceremony I Iiad yet seen was but of little ,inlerc4t. 

I know not what* traveller has given it a, his opinion; 
that the hiiilding was vCiry’sprendid In its interior decora-:’ 
tiens, but exceedingly heavy as a whole. 1 never yet huve 
seen a building so sinfple without the Itfltst l.caviness. The 
stone also of whic’* it is,^built, and which is brought from 
the neighbouring mountains, preserves its freshness in^licK 
a manner that, al^though upwijrd of two biiiulred and 'Pfcu 
years have elapsed since'fhe.erection bf^»,.b«!!fcoiiveTit, it ap¬ 
pears as if newly built. Alth,oiigh the ground plan of the 
•whole in some measure resembles tlie form of a gridiron, 
on which St. Lawrence is said to j^v^ffc-cn r'siued to death ; 
this fanatic idea would never-o^eur to a^y p' at tlie 
sight of it, if not previfmsly informed IhViC suofi' tvTO the 
plan, and even then 'Srery wJfperfectly. "^f^vo hiig<? stone 
gridirons arc also earved^on frop^t pear the prin¬ 

cipal entrance, and the s^rne oVnaraeni is fi^p^ted in seve¬ 
ral instances in the interior. Tiiis small hpw*ver, 

is lost in the greatness of the wltole. The rOftfbf th'i clioir 
is painted full of figures singing and playing tin a thousand 
dfneieni instraniehts, and Irom below tbey%lniost appear 
to form one body with the monks occuppied in the musical 
part of the ceremony. Onvft^ae^rer approacli, however, it 
IS seen that the whole is^: very bad taste, and: tlie 

monstrous aad impious absurdity of'darlrfg to sketch a figiti^ 
of the Supreme Being is fexhibited here, and in several 
other parts of the churc4i. This is an example of human 
folly, which puts me out of all patiebce whenever I see it, 
altiiough '^itphael himself has 1 must own 

thnt I was' id' some measure piepijNM:'-^thliik well of the, 
religious ceremonies of the Escoriali ' ’ 

C w 

TOLEDO . 

Whilst at the E?corial, I rect^h^ed information whiich 
might be reefeoned conclusive as To; the objects of my jour- 

? py, and I accordinglyUfeturned to Madrid. A ifew leisure 
ajs, however, intervehing beftye the arrival of the post. 
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r employed tliem in tf visit to Toledo. For the purpose of,, 
iwoveying myself tliither; i lA^de use Gf a vehicle so oflea 
to be seen tijii the roadi^r Spam. This was u he^vy calcche, 
drawn by dtie piale, wmicli ccjntinned all tire way from Ma¬ 
drid to Toledo^iaftd from 'J’ttled^ .again to 'Madrid, 
with a happy ^inifotn^ty of pace, nq.t^i.)distanding tbe heavy' 
showers ol%blovvs' w'hicfi.at rsgular infi’A'vals descenclicd upon 
its c'nippen This w&s»%o tedious tRat 1 went on (jpot the 
greater part of me way, and even then was freqira^' 
obliged to stoutill my vehicle came uj^. In this .manneti 
It took iwcnty-T^jur hours tea rebels Toledo, allowing three' 
or four i'or resting at ii miserable inn uptin tile road. 

'^'bis ancient city stands tipon a conical hill, within an 
angle of the Tagus, about fifty miles lo^3he*south-west of 
Madrid. ^The road for almossf thd^whole of this distance is 
trough an open country, which in many tracts exhibits 
signs of great Ki stiUy f.' althohgh cFierc ard only four or live 
villages between the two cities. Of these Getafe, Illcscas 
and Cavanas are of some note. As we approach lllescas 
we have a vkai of a stTigulur steep and detacfied mountain 
with at,son*'?vlislance*to the left of the high^ 

way.-ClTOlr Toledo the road corisRintly descends till we ap- 
proacfiithe lo\4|j, vvh.ich w (^ti*lter uiWlc; old ^gateways, and 
between ancippt staU^es of sHintsmnd tvings. Toledo bears 
a)l the marli%pf falleir greltincss. Ij is built, as has been 
already met^pned, upon a ste<fp conical hill, round the 
base (if wbicli,^hc 'fagus wibds in such a manner as to form 
it,into a ktitd of small peninsula, across the isthmus, or neck 
of which, are still the reim^ius of loft^ waljs. In ancient 
times its situation and fortifications must have rendered it 
almost impregnable. Tbe.^4loazar, Gr castle, is a large 
^laih building of stoiie> nlaf^htainiug little worthy of nb- 
-^ce;. Near it, hd:Wever,|and bn; the gutsiiiijof several of 
the gates arc statiies of't^ old 0btli.s, Spanish kings, who 
for some centaries uiiide Toledo die metropolis of their em¬ 
pire. On the pedestals are engraven inserlpitions which 
iDiirk their heromjjMj^ts against the Moors,, and general¬ 
ly terminate ws^ffi^jj^count of the pious monarch, after 
all his conques^^naVibg laid aside his royal robe.s to be¬ 
come a monk, mid of course a saint. But the chief orna¬ 
ment of Toledo is the calhbdral, wliieh is still the metro¬ 
politan church of Madrid,' and consequently of the wholy 
empire. Yet I must confess 1 was somewhat disappointed 
in my ideas of this building, so often described, ,a(id ,80 
highly celebrated. The greater part of it is certainly very 
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aticient; but about three Imndred 3 'eays ago it was repaired^ 
and what an inscription on‘^the w^lls term beautified an'* 
partly rebuilt. 'I’his rebuilding .beautifytMj; has been 
executed by sotne ope, ignorant of the principles and trap 
beauties of the gothi^arcbitei tine, so timf'lt iiow exhibits, 
to roy eyes at least,^a ji^inble of styles. >rhicb render it in* 
ferior U' Westminster, abbey, or the ^mnetlral at/S( ork. The 
roof, howecer, of tbe'ToledanjCatlKtdt'al is simplp aud ele- 
'gW*,' but they tolalljf deprive the whole of its ahjcient and 
venerable appearance by daubing all the interior oVef w'ith 
whiie-wiisb, besides loatijirtg tke walls with statues, shrines'; 
relies, paintings, and gilded crucifixes. These, had they 
been employed in moderation and with judgment, mi'^t , 
bave been reuffyuaments ; but they are in such profusion 
as greatly to diminish tbu sirpple and nmjesijc etljcl which 
such a building is well calculated to produce, llesides'tric, 
cathedral, there'are scvfcial.other aiiwjggjiif^iiurciies, parti* 
cidarly that,of San Juan de los llc}e.s, or St. John of the 
Kings> a beautiful smaller gothic ehtirch, not chargeable 
with the same defects as the catbed^l. ^ 

Our author now recbin'mcnceifliis itiner.;^-y, bis 

returning to Madrid, and tbcnce to Carik*'amtl'JVlj^iras. 
Those who f'^el interested ^^^ucli dcscrij,)Jiive p.aKfculars, 
we would recoihmend to purcK.ise ihwfvolpuies, In our pre¬ 
sent limits we can do little nioj'e than trace iKe progress of 
2dr. S. and extract what is^by far the most ptwiion 

ofhis work, theaccountsof the principal plac^i,%nd thenian- 
»ers and customs'of the people. The only worthy of 
our notice in the above itinerary js an advice to ride post, 
as the,,^best mode of travelling. • Mr. Seohple mentions the 
following curious incidents which occurred on his jour- 
»ey. ^ ^ 

After leaving Apdujar we enfeis npon a plain, ^,hic|c 
which cxtend*s t 6 a great distance before us; and K botthd- 
ed on the left by the Guadalqurver, and the small hills 
which rise |Som its opposite bank. As the river, however, 
is seldom visible till wc approaeb AldA^. ’del Rio, or the 
village river, a distance of 'stS^i^/biiics, although 

marked only three and a, half leagu^Sj^fe ride is barren 
and uninteresting*; the pleasantest Vide being when we 
look bac<( upon And ajar and the d.ist'ant moUmains of the 
Sierra Mqrena. Ifrom Aldea del Rib to el Carpiq, anotheV 
Ibag posWf three an'd a hair leagues, the country is more 
iliyecsificd with hill and daje/ bnt still wanting in cultiva* 
tithiSJ^About two leagues from Aidea del Rio, as w,e were 
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nscencUng a smaU hiUj, \I bfheld two, men with long mnS' 
i^Hsj riituiipg as‘if tp^each Ahc summit before'us. ,My 
sruidc calk%ont tlidt'lRly wt^e robbers, which ap[)earin<j 
ili me very pro:^|tble, X pr^arecX...^f, their reception; 
and suffereti hi& so i advaii^; abo^ ' fifty yards tn front. 
By tliis means X tbSilght not likely that the jroibbera 
woidd fall ppon the gnjile, Speing that I \Vas behirtd well 
rootmted, arfnod 'and prepared, in case of ueed, to ?n:4jS55£ ' 
them. Had we been fclose together, so, that lliere might 
kivc been a cli€nce oj;. hittyig «^botl),*tl)^ would cer¬ 
tainly have fired. As it was ilieydialied wini the utmost 
eowtposiu-e, fend jeaned upon their lung muskets while C 
passed. I held my right hand upon my gistal in the hoi- 
sterjand looked upon them sienilyy My*guide was already 
sp„.&u-aheSd with the bnggjige, that it would have been 
needless to^ittagt ^aic. # Their*loolw* were wild and savage; 
their dress wa^ ccutfpfiseJ chiefly*of sheep skins, and besides 
tlieir muskets and long knivds, their girdles were stuck 
full of pistols. I These v«*ie the only jobbers [ saw in Spain; 
and shouhi aiRy ttravellcr ^c\ hiinsetf in similar circum- 
stanqcy'*5--«comJhciul* the plan which 1 adopted, amt 
w hich l.hno p^iously defc^^ined 40 pursue. After thil‘ 
adventure i reabhed ^he ppst-l^usc, which lies away 
from the tow.p ,td the n^htjvet to the skin; and the night 
havipgl^cpMe^n dark and uncomforTuble, with incessant 
rain, to stop. posa da was nearly full 

of coffl^hy^^^l^Hk'irious kinds. I, easily found a rooiii; 
but a cnajr,' a table, and a lamp, were Ijuxuries which well 
deserved waiting for. At length my guairfiaii angel at 
all Spanish inns, appeared to me in its usual shape of .au’ 
old Woman with a lamp* iW^her hand. This she hung 
a.^ipsr the wall; Sritho 4 t any fear of bl^ickeiiing it, where 
after ijf had glimmered ftfr abqpt an hour, i'was further 
provided with a wicker btrttome^ chair, a *plank upon 
two cross sticks called a table, a straw mattress and a blan¬ 
ket. To my $till • satisfaction,, my old woman 

brought me a sou| tei ^a$e, filled with pieces |rf meat and 
broken bon;es,r¥l^^fenfith bad. oil and garliek, followed 
by a sallad, a loaif loi brown bread, ami some wine not, 
very sour. . Thus sumptuously, treatcrl, it was cfnaiuly 
my owii fault if I did n(^.make. a good supper; but tlianks' 
to a ride of thirty miles, Jb^ould have bu*- up with coarser 
fare.'After Slipper while sitting smoking a solitary sigai;, two 
or three Spanish ladies and an officer entered, my apart¬ 
ment, sfilh the little cereidony which most nations except 
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use in ent^rint^ »nich |tter’a rooms. These 
jaitiies iJifortaedme, that as tUy s® fa tlie n ^j^ ftrirtroent, 
iato whufa doi^TjOi^riilnef an^fhftd heaicl 

^iei% syas a th^y co4l^<^ not* lfiiV«9t sl^t 

Jl^ithdiit «issiiri|i^l||e|Elvfs tbal t|ft door was pcrfiscfl> 
jleeiirit. For these apprehensi^s, tiK% shghtiy examinixig 
the doi>i, they txegged'tne to eiscuse^U/eln^ and having sp^nt 
a^m- cif deal moie time in looking at t»y pistots, suddl^ 
and poitmanttnu, and asking mm eious questions, their 
gentle bosoms weie fitiin Ijrahiiin oii'niv'accoHnt> 

■and courteously wishing me good night, they idiierl. 
This uiny serve as an mslance o't the fietdotfi otispAVifeh 
manncis. 

On Kiichtoe ttic eik iions of 
cet'ded trom e* Fueito, on one sit 
ahy on the othci side. -On^the ,, 
prep,mug to pa«»ovei from el Pu|lftdriw «;b 
*» gly placed oiyselt in one *<vilh my isaddle and 

portmanteau. 1 had not been long theic betoie a number 
otsaiiois, some with small b^,^dleB, oilvrs nbtlung 
on them but a pair of tievvseis and a sfuiW..ino»^itvs with 
then heads and arias. boinj^c*‘Pt came ^‘^ping oiie after 
another into the boat tuv-d it, was quite full, and we put oil'. 
They weie Ficnch sailois, .phoi^ vessel jifter e^taping 
iiad been sliip-wteekcd hu the coast, uu~ 

died men who composed tlie j^iCW on the 

hattle only ninety-tour, by their'own fever 

reached the laud. Soon alter leaving’TOeSHWH^I^cck On 
which el Puerto de Santa l^larla is situated, wp <^h the 
whole baj, and some of the tetrible effects of thfe late bat¬ 
tle became viable. On tlt^Uoilh-west side, betw^a cl 


ifdir, a«i .'intlior pro- 
^le haihoui, to tlie 
* " ii4 Sftveial boats 
't», and arcoid- 


tish Saa! 

' the wWlNla'I 


Puerto and Kotg, lay a largfe Sj 
74, broadside upon the 
ing over her. At «i« b^tem df tne bay was «large Preach 
ship, the idime w^lch 1 have fo^olten,^ agrempC hut up¬ 
right. Iw,jliiu, egatre towards CatijllJ aw, A'•a^ iope of batleicd 
neaseis, M^ilr shK ia nun^r, cannon shot; 

4oBie with tf^qower 4^udlWH|PP^Rpi only one 
.«md a piece of «d>ov|^spnt^ and stump 

rematnhig hwiiis«tem to stem. the French 

f lors, « was ^ ship of the hra.W Wagoh,’ atwl on 

which kilud. A Bttle feefoie he tlied, hw CJftiled 

<^e of W survivina ciifeeijtii, and pr^sin|nhis hand^ 
,ir adilu, mi friend,” saiaae, UWd expired.** I Ml the ibree 
«*‘ah Is tribute paid to the membsy of a brave man by hit 
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eoiTntrymcn ; hut rein ej^ bcriag some of his'.naiTotiyes rc- 
sjj&ctiug^tiyp J>^es. j>f the' 

tenr, 1 not that* ah^^Hf^cquaintantJe 

«rith those ia&,^ies iiiig1it !>a^ tau^l^^ni, if^feis soul was 
fctftly. ^enefoo^r to*.esteem wind 

w'uVcontraiy to ovt'r,-^e'fcdkf*Ws obliged to 

i«ake sevAil oile of thhse we appi'O^hed so 

near the shore,, tl *it wtr* pJaftily.diseerned tiCo'dca^ bo^jfes. 
jvliich the sea bad tlirpwii uj),j;;\P«'seQliy one of a nutftbe 

? f men on lifusabaek'^iio fof tins soJe'|H}tpose tfii 

Piich, came up, and^yin^ o-ljs^Ved jflijEi Uiediesj^^ade i 
signal to ipthers on fuot among ,:jhe bushes.,' 'Several o 
them came dowfi auc} imine(Ii£itely'’be*gan l6 dig a.bole ir 
the sand, into which’they draggetl thtv'di^d. Such is's 
feiint account of llie scenes to be observed iih the 
Cadiz eigitt dtgi&^after tbe btgtlei ^ , 

In apprSa^hip^CoSiz by w»ter7 ibc view is gr^d 'lind 
imposing. Its lofty ramparis of stone, snnnooui’eiiti by 
houses and the spires of churches seem- to rfse out pf^tbe 
sea, as in .(;«^*they may be said to do*; the town beinghailt 
on tht^cted ti l^n simdy'illand, running to thfe sodth-east, 
and eftmintini^ing with the main land by mean-! of Sij 
bridge. Withrlf ibis i%lan{fr%lj^li*grvatly* resembles .an 
isthmus, and bet*land, is deep water, 
whicJfjlOit^^&jbai'bour, ttwafds the^head ofwbieli is the 
where tlje ])owder and naval storc.s are 
kept, is surround, d on all sides by water, ex¬ 

cept tbv^^si|jd'soulli-east, w liore it ^jiyefy spotiglylbrii- 
'fied; and justifies by its admifable posiWbn thss discernment 
of the|*h mieiaris, by vrbom it is said to have been fouiidedi 
The streets are r^ilarly#btiilt, wgll paved^ and kept. rK 
fl^s^ieikbly cieapj^pd the churches richly ornamented. 

inhulmawt%;.bayi}ey<?r,,^iug merchaots, and the 
great support of the plade comriRree, the war with England, 
and subseqstent blockade! of the, Jfoit; had rendered every 
thing d!Hll;t.^d ^n ait b| Sadness oym the whole 

town.Ij'rj,tl’f«e^^^^Kyrhenv',jtf ports’are crowded with 
vessels, natjyea.of oy.ery country, Cadiz 

jnust be a ni'os't situbtidsi for ojiserving the Spa¬ 

nish charapfet .wnii®'ptot into, activity, as well as ^ lively 
iand interesting picturij. It would appear that every consi¬ 
derable town in Spaircthusc have its public walk-. The 
parts form tlic Prado of Cai|iz, and it is. here rliaf tIie!’i^o« 
men are kaid to walk with superior grace, even to 
^ladridi This I iiuagioe arises from many straneefs iStIt' 
SEMri.*-! 
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landing at Cadiz, and {jrocce^ing fT the rapifal, 

Vhere supposing the iitaiineiv, in 'tliis n-spect, lo be ute 
Sfitfie. a Jiluirence will alwHysyennairi ’bn favour of the ii;.st 
itapressions-. Let it. be gtbaervel however, that the Spaniards 
themselves, frotii all the j^rdvinefc-, celebrate thegracefulman- 
ners ot the women ofMndfalusia. However that may be, the 
walk along the nwnpart^ is deli^itful, Commanding on one 
sid‘' )i view of the bay and the oppostte shores, with various 
sinalT towps, villages, and forts, in particular cl Puerto and, 
llola, the latter standing upon the north-vve::t point of the 
bay. To the sMith-cast tRe view is only along the isihtnn.s, 
and the sea-shore tcrniiiiating at a distant point, wheiaam 
stands a light-Jiouse ; but to the west and south-west the 
view is uiiboundehf being as far as the eye can reach over 
the Atlantic, on which ve.s.sels^are daily seen at a great dist¬ 
ance making for oOthcr ports, ,Aud gcjieralk^ bound cither 
from or up the Mediicvranetin. On tbi»^art of the ram¬ 
parts a number of French aiid S|)anish ofiicers assembled 
every evening, and cast nianj' a wisljul look oyer the ocean, 
lint the view to them cv'as bj' 119 means houh^lx;>s. ISinc 
English shijw of war interceptctl \lie'^horij(;on,’ auii;'*bt'Wod 
that at Ifeast that number of their fleet was 51^ little disabled 
us to he able tt keep the spaFi^id.stjll blockade the harbour 
of Cadiz. 'V*''’ 

Among the public buildings, the new cathedral church, 
when finished, will be by far tke most conspiciious; but it 
a^ficars uncertain when that period will arrived: the tpunda- 
tiou, I was informed, having biien laid nearly’twdpty years 
ago. The same causes however operate here as in Lisbon 
to retard the completion; namely, the funds pas.sing through 
the hands of the monks or prieslc. This, with the misfor¬ 
tune occasioned by their late wars with England, sufficiently 
account for its prese'nt unfltvisbed vstate. Although not yet 
ttdiolly roofed, the interior is already loaded w'ith eoluinns 
and pilasters too rich and*full of ornament to please a just 
taste; but the whole serves to display that marked trait in 
the Spanish character, a readiness tou^^rbtke great enter- 
prizes, and aii itn patience to burry to thfe cOffclusion. Hence 
irf several of the ijiches aforig the walls of this half-roofed 
church, 5 vhich has neither doprs nor'windows, and where 
we stumble over heaps of rubbishy we behold the marble 
Itafues of saints and ongeis whklj bave been placed there¬ 
with a cliildish eagerness. Aftifcr all, should it ever be fi¬ 
lliped according to the plan which it even now displays, h 
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be one of die most mafftiificent modern structures in 

Sp.in. ■ ; 

^ iaie time tlio.t Mr. S^ple/was at Cadiz, «-as the period of 
the ever memorable battle/of Trafia&r. '‘He gives some 
very entertaining and iudiqrous. ^peicap.tes relative to liie 
bombastic inanifer in whicjiT the seamen described 

their feats oT valdnr.. : *!* - # 

Algeci^is, at whHfti ou> autlrbr soon afterwards arrived, 
is a miserable totvii* aftwortby of ifotice, except oai_ account 
X)f its bping a rcccptucle for the 

S?%KISH^ OlfNeBpATS. 

The forliiicatiofls atid battorit^ of Algeciras, says he, 
iif a military point of view, are as coliteinptible as the town 
itself; but what rentk-rs it ihiefly not^uious is the shelter 
it atf'ordj to the numerous giin-8oats and small privateers 
which infest die entrance of the Mediterranean, and the 
conseqiusit grS'tt. afinoyanccb to tlie English commerce. 
These gun-hoais are iVom twenty-five to fifty tons burthen, 
with two masts, and large lateen sails. Tliey are full of 
men; and in calm weather can be jjiwed nearly four miles 
in an h,oui" lii^cnej.il Uliey have a single gun in the bows, 
carr 3 'iug a bal^of thirty-two or (Tiirty-six Spanish pounds; 
but sometimes .they a'l-e urttwii^wilh two l^ng tvventy-four 
pounders, eitlier both.tS^^fcl,o^one in the bow and the 
ptlier astern. ■ In a frem bTbeze thesi* boats can do little in¬ 
jury, pot ptily because fieing st^mgly and heavily built the 
weight oF thpiT guuS buries tllem under every wayc,-but 
even wereAliey not todip, the sudden rise and fall in such 
small vessels preveim,the taking any just aittj Ihit in calm 
or light airs they are capable of doing much misrdiief,every 
thing being then in theij favour. \^ilh the assistance of 
their oars they epn go ahead and manoeuvre round even a 
shi[> pf war; and sboflld i; be tjuite «alin yike whatever 
ftalion they chiise, without it^eing in the power of their 
enemy to prevent them, fheir gfins being of a great length 
and c.'tlibre,they cun place ibemselves out of reach of 
most vessels’ stern ef ww chasers, whilst they fire along the 
level surface of vflic ^pter with as much deliberation, and 
as unmolested,If^'ing at a mark. Add to this, a vessel 
is a large object, and hardly to be missed by their^unners, 
how’ever unskilful; whilst tfiey, on the contrary, present 
only the bow of a boat Ibw in the wa/cr, and exceedingly 
difficult to bit. Such ar? their advantages in calms or light 
prs; and it is therefore not to be wondefed at that thc|r 

I) 2 ' ’ 
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cafiiiire inanj vessels in a place subject to surh cnpricioiig 
currents, and sudficn shifts of wind as the straits of fiibrai- 
tar. tThe lontj wars with Ebglaiid have tuiight tlte Spa%. 
tiiards.the advantages and dist(dvautsiges oi tltese fldating 
oue-guu batteries. When there is a brcei-te of wind they , 
He tjuiet'under the heights, of AJgeeiras,, v, bite the English 
•frigates cruize backwwrdarand forwards'c'irnstifntiy in view. 
But in the calm mornings whieh coTitmoiily si^tcccd tiie 
heavy easterly gales, they may«i)e sCfiri rawing out iilong 
the shores of the ba^' in fleets. They arc then full„of eou*- 
. rtige, and'vow nothing le.ss than the total/lestruciion of 
tiieir ciiettiies. ^,^When ar«iv'ed i« the gut perltjips they Be-' 
hold an ^n-glish vessel, whicli will not obey the helnv, ee.r- 
ricd hither and thither by the violent eddies tVoui both sboi trs. 
The lust of plu'tidor,.stiiiiu];ites them to venture our, in wli.ch 
case tiie ship, if a merehaiitmiyi, has little cliance < 1 !' escape. 
Should they succeed in the capture, all the boats imme¬ 
diately ply their oars, ^ind if„the ea!irf-ctyj^iiiies,»sooii low 
their prize under tlie batteries^of Algeciras. hhius, it' for¬ 
tunate,, they gain a vessel worth periiiips twenty thousand 
pounds or more; if taken, they lose a boat and one gnn, 
and the prisoners ..are sent over agaiq IVoiyi (Gibraltar in a 
few days. Such is'tlie case in calms; hiii'vttjth an ofdin ry 
breeze, and in,deep water, tHWigle Englisl^ frigate is suffi¬ 
cient to put to flight all^'ho g'.ni-ir^ats from Cadiz to the 
bay of CiibriilUu'. , ' 

When at Algeciras, I sat.- this sufficiently’dembnitfated. 
Signals were made for an English convoy having entered 
the gut. 'I'iie weather was nearly calm ; and .all,,the boats 
got under weigh, full of men,-,and with infinite' bustle and 
noise. Nothing else was expected than the capture of the 
whole convoy; but unfortunately for them, a small breeze 
sprang up soon afterwal■ds,^>I^d a ’frigate ahd a brig of war 
were seen slatuling out of Gibraltairi right across the bay- 
1 was already, of the tows, and near the Marlello tower, 
at the mouth of thekmallihay already nicntiobe(9, when the 
guu-boats liad begun to collect together on theiapproach of 
the frigate. The Spaniards were thbfi^it to fife, both from 
their bonf s and their batteries on ;^he/bppftsite side of the 
bay, while f^e frigate stoi^d bn withotkt'fetbrning a single 
shot, until so near’-tbat grape could reachithem. Then she 
opened her ports, luffing up in^ the wind and beaming away 
alternaiely, ,,^so as to bring both hcc broadsides into action, 
and poured i^.ch a shower of round and grape shot that not 
only the '^ts, but ihg sea, all round them, seemed to b,e 
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covered. The Spaniards did,not long withstand t,hlx ter¬ 
rible hail. 'I'ltey aliered their course, and pulled with all 
Uieir might tor Algecir^s, ft>'djst the shot ol' the* frigate 
continued to wli’istlc over th,cir heads, .i^d st'^ilce the rocks 
on shore with a ^reat noise, shattering portions of tUera. 
'into large splintty s. The b,«g neyfc#fire^ a shot,; but stood 
as close as p»)ssibk;'‘.to the sfiore, in oijder lo cut .oft’ the re¬ 
treat of any boat thaJ^niigltt drop behind. With loss of 
someineii killed<infi ^'iouiuifd, and»one boatsunk^ the rest 
got l)aek, and tl ; English convoy passed in pcrfcetrsiifety. 

'J’bis issue of an engagement between single frigate and 
>all the gun-boats of iilgecijas, »a\()ng their own shores, suf-' 
jieicntlv sbevved v\bat would have been tH?dr fate in the 
irjddle of the j^ay or the Open sea. Some would have been 
run down, oiliers suitk, and otlu rs lakeg, with the loss of 
half tlioir crews, from the lird i^f th^ lofty decks of the 
frigate. * it is more than probable that not oiie,.wotild. 
lia\e escgped*l#^,'lUlie ston-^^ ufiless incited their repeated 
and fervent* praws to Saint Antonio bad induced his interr, 
position, in rlie shape of a*sudden calm, in their behalf 
1 bad thus occular demonstratiem of the total inutility bf 
all such paltry craft, ligiwovcr strfmgly couslructcd, and 
howc-ycr num^r^us, Vhvn put i« competition , with large 
ships of war, properly majy^y^cd. •! confess that I needed 
such proof to o vcreo n^_ {mai^td ices w life hi bad con¬ 
ceived in my own miirn I’rrdavour of gun boats. 

Sottie remarks succeed on tlicpbay pf Gibraltar, but they 
are too prolix,foi’our purp«se.f 

Mr-, ^ropld'having completed the object of his journey 
in Spain', left .^Igegiras for Leghorn oii the 18th Pecember, 
on board’au American vess^. He rcached*that port alter- 
a dangerous passage of fifteen clays, and after the usual 
performance of quaranlitic, he entered the city of Leghorn, 
which he thus describes: ' . 

LEGItORV 

Is nrallj' and regularly built; the principal streets inter¬ 
sects it from gatejto gate ; and the bouses standing on the 
canal, which iacjuifroni the Arno, and communicates yviih 
Pisa, have genbrsally a hands#me appearance. It is regu¬ 
larly fortified witJiTofty bastions*of bri«»k; and surrounded 
by a broad ditch, which is fiWed from the sea. 'J'li<*cluirchc« 
and public buildings emntain little that is striking, either 
in the interior or extericu-; but to mefcantile men the bustle 
pfits port, and its extended commerce, might supply this 
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defect. The oppression of France^ however, cramps this 
coininerce, vvhicli would oihprwise shon render Leghorn 
■^OBe of the most Nourishing Howus in Italy. An English 
Vessel dares not appear in the 'port without the risk of being 
iietained by the vdest French isigent that may chance to be 
^ the spot; andAhe decree dVv,a i''reneh'’Consiil, however 
-AHfiquitous and uiijim, vronld he suflicieht I'orAhe condem- 
nation of any vfesscl. Add to this, im'a former yisit lo the 
town, the French generals strippednail Hie rarnpaits and 
batteries of the beautiful brass cannons, witlj which they 
jWele iBoulited, ami sold them at public auctions, with the 
express stipola^ion that tkeV slrould be sawed into two or 
three pieces, l^o complete the destruction ol' the iudepend- 
etice of Lf-ghorn, the fortification on one /side was partly 
dismantled, add ti-)p gropucl sold to‘ the Jews for a fixed 
sum, at which rate they vVere compelled to bccomplhe pur¬ 
chasers. As extensive suburbs are also ^instructing ip 
that direction, Leghoun xhay be con^id^iaffl as bo longer 
defensible on the land side. 

The streets are level, and paved with broad flag stones, 
which has a neat and plean eftect, aiiliough no distiuctmn 
is made at the sides for toot passengjus. ^lintil^ however, 
he becomes accustomed' to it, an tinglishm''t'> locking 
merely at the |viveinent, is ^pB<‘.-.iipstantly io imagine him¬ 
self in some bye court. jAre ndatse'^ire lofty; and general¬ 
ly inhabited in flats oi;floors, af was fornu rly, and is Aill, 
in a great degree, ttiiftcusurn in the two principal towns of 
fjeoUand. 'i’his is so mucitl the fashion in...Lpghora, that 
twelve, fourteen, and even more rooms upon aflbPT* often 
constitute tlie jesidonce of an. individual. As thfc visitor 
must necessarily pass through many of these apartments, 
their furniture and appearance is source of much private 
miignifjcencc and ostentation. 

, i’hc ilieatiQ which I saw was tolerably splendid; but 
most of the ho-xes being private property, and only illu¬ 
minated according to the» caprice of the posfessors, it has 
a dull and somewliat gloomy appearance, nnless on parti¬ 
cular occasrdns, when all, or the greatek part of them are 
lighted up,, Thi#, howe'^er, 1 understood tO;,be the case 
throughout Italy ; which> ad^ed to the .iflatfention of the 
geutecler audience,* took away much of thte interest of the 
scene. Ifi England an audienefe appears all of one piece, 
Pnd>milc, one burst of laughter, ofte sorrow, pervades the 
wbolfiB^^nd this very nationality of unity of spirit is, per¬ 
haps, to a feeling mind, one of tne greatest pleasures of tlur 
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theatre. But in whcrg the paitv in one box is en- 

ga^ied in cards, in.aiiother in t.t'kins collee, ami in a third in 
ioiul and vchcii)eiit.,r(>nversatioii, the.mind is distracted be¬ 
tween the actors on tlie sta^ro and those .arpund us, an,d thes 
dr.iina loses ItaU' dl' its realiiv, and fnore'lhan hall ol its- 
tdiarnis. j * ■ < 

On tlie f^st Sundaf^iiter sny landing, whilst wasidoring 
on toe outside of ffie wtmparis, J atfluihled upon ilje Eng- • 
]i;ii hiiijywng-grouLd, surrounded by an iron railitTf, •:ihd. 
shut hv a gate. A quarter of a dollar pracured me admis- 
tee. i; wi.en it appeared to iifle Ifyiar the noj^lest cemetery 
1 had ever seen ; the monainents bcitig all of marble, and 
exeented in a ti»ste greatly superior tr> what is commonly. 
1‘ound iiny w’here in England. lj(*re tRe remains of 
Tobias .Smollett; and 1 felt e. melancholy pleasure at be¬ 
holding in Ital^ tlie grave of a man by whose writings I had 
been so ofteq clSi metf, and to w hose meinory I had already 
seen an obelisk erected on iht;banks of the Leven. Out of 
the boundaries of the buryiiig-ground 1 heard nothing but 
Tuscan or Italian. But here the ivnijble nionnmenls spake 
to me in prain Euglisli, afle! told me tliat many of iny'^ conn-, 
trymea, wlio liud once been illuslTious in the sirts or arm.s, 
w^ere now laid ui-wler ibe.Jil«Hs5fgs5^urf*y wh^h I trod. Be¬ 
sides the pillar to thj^fiagiifhory’iW Sjjjfimcft, and many 
others worthy of attention, 1 partictilarly paused on the 
tomb-stone of a mother, who ifiicd in bringing .inUi the 
world two infants, who are bfried with her in the same 
grave. The figure of the mother recumbent, and of tlie 
two babes, appeared to me beautiful and affecting, alihongh 
somewhi't. impaired by time, and exposure to the open air, 
Jn a word, my incditatioys tin this occasion were not un¬ 
suited to the place, the day, and my own istilated situation. 
1 could not help thinl?jng that it might yc^ be my own 
destiny to fall in a fore^n laitd i and I sccrettly prayed to 
Heaven that ray buryii^ place atfleast might not be so o!>- 
scure, but that some wandering Englishman shouhl be there 
to sigh over my grave. 

' ’AcIcOtJNT OF A CARNIVAI. 

Mondaj*, Sd FPb.—.This day the canii*val began ; and oa 
the same day at Rome, Naples, and generally throughout 
Italy. The streets, espftcialiy in the afternoon, were filte4 
with masks, which were ih general absurd enongb, and some 
of them highly indelicate; but these last seemed to give 
tlM 0)oat universal satisfaction. Harlequincs and colum- 
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/biiu's,. inincliiiK'Hos, men Rf^-addling along in womens 
icloallis, aiul women mincing tiicir ste[)«, alre-^sid like hus- 
:,|sars, and armed yitb.sables,• pcopie w. Ii groles(|tie fares, 
carrying umbrcHas vvi^ein it did n-)t ram, togcflier willi 
*oag train of similar, absurditicR ; such a/e delights of a 
irurnivai. Among the rest of the eJiahicters, 1 observed 
ome who wore no musks. 'I’liL'y wi’re,b(;ggar.s,, loathed in 
'ugs, and who, with eiiiaciated couhtenauees and plaintive 
* bnet!, besought tlte smallest; charity for the love of God. 
"'’ilise'rv needs, no “disguise; on the contrar}’, it is a mask 
often worn ; Ivt i eould not litdp thinking tliat the intro- 
tluctioi! of real misery spoiled the unity oi the scene. Meva'r 
mind: on this day every body rejoices; and Home and 
Naples are stilt gAywr than l.jegliorn. 

Our iiuthor having passed a^week at Leghorn, ; ^'t ofl‘for 
Rome, iitid was taken by a vettorino,, or driver of a coaeli, 
witli his baggiige, the"wlioIe way, for sixteen, rlollars, in- 
tluding the charge for sui>plying him with ttvo good meals 
a day on the way. 

'I’lie road between Le.gliorn and Pisa, observes our author, 
adistaiiee of 14 or 1.; miles, is fur ths mo^t piirt level and 
good, and the country oil both sides tolerably cultivated. 
About ten miles, from' LegUt^n ^fauptisse-i! the eliurcb and 
vrlbtge of San Pierv/a eti grado^Ty^s fi-jig on onr right a small 
lake. The whole cousitry round ajtpcars to have been a 
Huir.sh, at no very remote {^.’rioj.! ; and is still-swampy in 
many parts. To iny great ».iiortificatioii, oar road turned 
off to tlie right just before reaching Pisa; and 1 was tints 
disappointed of- a sight of that ancient city. Sobn after¬ 
wards night drew on, ttnd iiilyrcopted all view of the sur- 
roitnding country; but .we found, from the violent jolting 
of the oairiage, .that the road was most rugged. About 
eight o’clock ti e airkved at Pornacgt'ti; a town situated on 
the small river Era, at its junction \j’ilh the Arno. Here I 
bad the first specimen of an Italian inn, which certainly 
sttlfcred luuhing when compared with those of Spain. On 
•the contrary, after the miserable posadas^of that country, 1 
was pleasctl to see some appearance of neatness, some at¬ 
tempts at cleanliness, and r. little attention on the'part of 
the servants. Our supper, however, was by no mean sump- 
IO 0 US. 'I'he principal dish was saacaroni boiled, plain, and- 
^^nkled with cheese;^ and this'I afterwards found to be a 
universal tbroiigbout Italy as the pucliciroin Spain. 
Our whofe repast was enlivened by several flasks of Tuscan 
wine, of a good quality. These flasks have long narrow 
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necks; and a little oilfis poure^ on the top, instead of corfe;?. 
The air is thereby,eflectually excluded fVoiu the wine; but 
the flask, of comse,^ must always be kept.upright, until live 
tirfne of being used, when the oil H imbibed, by means of a,, 
little cotton wool. • After the'dismal^tbries .which I bad;, 
heard of Ittilia?! inds, 1. was'also agreeably disappointed ini 
iiiy bed, wl^ich app^ed to me tolerable,. My pjevious 
probation in Spain'wiis rfo doubt theVausc’of niy bfing so 
easily phased ; and hence they who have travelled irfUaiy 
only, tnaj' judge of the general aceommodalionrs in the. 
fBrmer country. 

There is no occurrence worth relating in our Analysis till 
the author’s arrivel at Home, if we except the following 

COMPARISON BKTtVEEN J^EOlfORN AND SIENNA, 

Nothing eanjre more different than Leghorn and Sienna. 
The fonnet owe^its gfeatncsl ejitholyito c'ommerce and its 
happy situations for trading w^lh Spain, France, and Italy. 
Placed upon a flat, and surrounded by a mafsby country, 
by mountains at a small distance, or by the sea, it can only 
exist by maVitime compiewce. Hut Sienna inland, withput 
even the semblance of a river, and upon higli ground, 

possesses difl'erent,^lairas^.--Ar Wo^ra struck by 

its romantic situation ugth,tlfe sui;*iiti! ’^juj»«**mong the side# 
of several steep hills, by the petty bus^le^f its inland com¬ 
merce, which reminds the Spaniel traveller of Manzanarcs, 
and by the symptoms of its departed grandeur, which recal 
lo him the ruiped towers and empty cathedrals of Toledo. 
Connected with the hill on viihich the princigai part of the 
town stands, is an abrupt rock, nearly surrounded by a deep 
valley, except where a kind isthmus joins it to the tqwn. 
This in its general character so closely resembles the rock 
of Edinburgh Castle, mid that of the ^Icazaj; of Segovia, 
that there can be little ilbubt of their having bgen producea 
by similar causes in thcAormev great operations of nature. 
The.walks round the ipmparts of this castle arc kept in 
good order, and iha views, from mostsituations,*<STe charm¬ 
ing. We stand with a kind of pleasing dread on the edges 
of the parapet, and behold benea^i ils a deep valley, form¬ 
ing a natural Ibsstf at the base of the solilS rock, with which 
the walls seem to be in onefciece. The distant c^nuitry is 
beautifully varied with loftjfnills and long vales, but lhi( 
whole appears well cultivated, thodgh inurmixed with 
woods. Even the valley beneath us is full of gardens; a 
valley .w*hich the Italian philosophers Uniformly assert lo 

SE.MPLE.] * E 
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every appearance of having be^ni once the crater of 
iormuus volcano. * 

e gotliic cnibedral of Sienna, although in a very bad 
) is still venerable fribi its antiquity, loftiness, and e:^- 
The prineipbV front is most curiously adorned, or 
r loaded with ^carved work, aijd a^tpeats-to be cased 
rer with marble, in the;, interfej', however, many of 
decorations are ‘beautiful, nufl' ut the purest taste. 

other curiosities is shewn a picture of the .Holy Y'it^ 
painted by .St. Luke, and of course an undoubted like- 
1 could not do lq^!s«thtw*i make my obeisance bcfoiti 
'ork of sb great a master, and so great an original, 
t my youug Italian friend let go ray arm to cross her- 
antf mutter, a pious prayer. After wandering for an 
through thiS veinsrable pile, which 1 dit^^not leave 
ut regret, 1 resumed my survey of tb^town. In the 
toon, howe\’er, the-streCts becatne almost impassable, 
carnival had begun at Sienna also, and rbeheld a re- 
on of lire same lollies of amusements, which I had al* 
seen at Leghorn. In any other times, pcrliaps these 
I might at least fiot di 6 gust 4 but in the present state 
ly, what thinkipg mina can bonoldj without a^onish- 
a people thu: ndori<};s^nselve§.to the most child- 

iversioirt*; . and- -woiTfler that the French so 

y overrun this couutr^^ 

wcver this may “be, the manners of the Siehnese are 
kably polite and cng^ing. The Italian here spoken 
2 , and pronounced in scTclear and musical a manner, 
have never, in any towq, or in any country; before or 
heard a language which sounded so pleasing to the 
a stranger. The Grecfen language alone is superior 
n music and e.vpressioD, b8t it is only by scattered 
duals that we hear that spoken as it ought to be; and 
by a whole town or district‘os is the case with the 
r of fiiienna. 

HOME, ITS BtrilDINGS,„&C. 

visit Rome, says Mr. Semple, to stay there even a 
ys, and to pass it over in silence, would be considered 
;sahle; yet What can the short residence of a week 
entitle me to say Jtpoh sO' vast a subject, and. 
has already afforded m:^erials for so many volumes f 
iDuect my obkervations - without useless digression 
mle object of the present chapter. 

} was dark when we arriviid at the albergo pr inn. 
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»ad no opportunitjir of examining its situation. In tKe 
lung, wlien I retired to fay chainOei, all being stilly 
e id the rushiiig of water, and hastily opening my win- 
Y, observf d that the Tyber ran close under it. 1 could 
blit congratuli'.ie inyscH'irt tlms I'linging over this iin- 
rtal river, ao which ^so great a proportion of the world 
ee paiti tribute, ajyd the >ight of which awoke sp many 
cciioiis 0^1 ihc Upon the bi»nks dt thi-i river were 

red thj^* conquerors of one half the world. Thii> is..tbe 
•y stream i ito which Horatius Codes an.ned and wound- 
plungrd, 1 defanding rfhe*b^idge against the troops 
Uorseiitia ; over which Clclia swam, leadirfg the way for 
: escape of b/?r companions the Miirgiii hostages; into 
ich, ill times of dreadful I'amiue, manyo4> the starving 
mans, threw themselves, in opevf day7 w’ith their beads 
rered, and in dcath-like silence. Being swollen by the 
a rains, it nmf»rusli?d past* with great rtipidity, and the 
rs were diihly reflected from its turbid stream. 

Like every stranger who edmes to Home, I visited St. 
ter’s ; or rather once every day, and often twice, 1 went 
admire that wonderful structure. I niust confess the first 
lit djsappointetl* my'cxpectatiorri, h^it a little exainina- 
11 fully equalled them, a''d»'whhji1*w*s strengthened by 
?ry subsequent'visit. "Ths ciri‘ *e ’' '’ircaiy^ which form 
; peristyle, supported’tih'tioublc rowsAtif^pillars ; the two 
nitiful fountains in the court, w;hich*throw up per[jetuaily 
astonishing quantity of*rwat/;r; the obelisk of ancient' 
jyptiau granite, in the centre, and the simple, but majes- 
front, combine to produce a whole which is probably no 
(ere equalled, and eertaiiify not excelled.*’ Within, the 
andeur and richness of tbB^uiarble columns, the statues, 

2 paintings, the mosaics^ the shrines, the altars, strike us 
th astonishment; yet^ven. these cannot prevent us from 
licing the exact propb^tions«of the whole, Vhere, as in 
a exterior, nothing inti4ides beyond its proper bounds, but 
combines to form one great design. 

Right under the centre of the dome, and snnkHbielow the 
veinent, js a kind of magnificent vault, constructed of the 
lest marble, and ornamented with precious stones, lapis’ 
2uli, jewels, and»gold. Here re^sts, or ie said to rest, fcbiie 
jdy of the Great Apostle; gold or silver lamps 
ntinually burning i ouikI tliptomb ; and the pious votarie^ 
row themselves on theinknees as they approach the mar- 
e ballustrade which sprrounds a spot so sacred. A superb 
■nopy;, supported on four rich waved pillars of bronze, 
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have every appearance of having be^’n once the crater of 
an enormous volcano. ‘ * 

The gothic cathedral of Sjenna, although in a very bad 
style, is still venerable frAn its antiquity, loftiness, and ejj- 
tent. The prin(;ipaV, front is most curionsly adorned, or 
rather'loaden with ^carved work, aqd ai^jp'eats-to be cased 
ml ove|[ with njarble. In the; intei^e.Vj howevy, many of 
me decorations are •beautiful, a«r|*iVf the ^rest taste. 
An^OBg' other curiosities is shewn a picture of the /duly Vlr- 
( paicted by .St. Luke, and of course an undoubted like¬ 
ness. 1 could not do lqfs»thasi make my obeisance befoit: 
the work ol ^ great a master, and so great an original, 
whilst my young Italian friend let go ray arm to eross her¬ 
self, and mutter^ a pious prayer. After wandering for an 
hour through thiS veiAsrable pile, which 1 dit^not leave 
without regret, 1 resumed my survey of the town. In the 
^ternoon, however, the-streCts becahie aknost impassable. 
The carnival had begun at Sjenna also, and Tbeheld a re¬ 
petition ot the same follies or amusements, which I had al¬ 
ready seen at Leghorn. In any other times, perhaps these 
follies might at least hot disgust^ but in the jrresent state 
of Italy, what thinking mind can bctioldj without a^tonish- 
nient, a people thu: i»b. nd^i4lif;piselves,to the most child¬ 
ish diversion^^; •wqi'^er that the french so 

readily overrun tnfs countiy. 

However this may^e, the manners of the Siepnese are 
remarkably polite and engaging. The Italian here spoken 
is pure, and pronounced in stf clear and musical a manner, 
that I have never, in any towq, or in any country^ before or 
since, heard a language which sounded so pleasing to the 
ear of a stranger. The Grcefen language alone is superior 
to it in music and expression, bilit it is only by scattered 
individuals that we Jie.ar that spoken as it ought to be; and 
never by a whole town or district^^'as is the case with the 
Italian of Silenna. 

HOME, ITS BTm,DINGS,.&C. 

To visit Home, says M r. Semple, to slay there even a 
few days, and to pass it over in silence> would be considered 
inexcusable; yet What can the short residence of a week 
enable entitle me to say Ppon so vast a subject, and 
®hich has already afforded m^)»rials for so many volumes? 
To connect my observations without useless digression 
is the sole object of the present chapter. 

As h was dark when wc arrived at the albergo pr inn. 



TIIROUGS SPAIN ANI> ITALY. 27 

I had no opportunity^ of examining its situation. In the 
evening, when I retired to feiy chamber, all being stilli 
I he rd the rushing of water, ^nd hastily opening my win¬ 
dow, observed that the I’yber ra* close under it. 1 could 
not but congratuli'ite myseit'irt thus b|inging over this iin- 
uiortal river, 00 which so great a proportion of the world 
once paid tribute, aj;4 the >ight of which awoke sp many 
reflcciions mi (he Upon the bi.nks of this river were 

reared tii^* conquerors of one h.ilf the world, Tlii»>-isj,the 
very stream I'ito W'hich Horatius Codes arjned and wound¬ 
ed plunsri d, ■ii, r defending /he*bi;idge against the tjoops 
of Porsentia; over which Cldia swam, leadit^ the w'ay for 
the esca|)e of hpr companions the wirgin hostages; into 
which, ill times of dreadful I'ainiue, many, ol» the starving 
Homans, threw themselves, in ope*f day7 with their heads 
covered, and in death-like silence Being swollen by the 
late rains, if nov0*rusl)fd past* with great rapidity, and the 
stars were diihly reflected from its turbid stream. 

Like every stranger who comes to Rome, I visited St. 
P 'ter’s; or ratlier once every day, and often twice, I went 
to admire tl»at wonderful siructure. f rj/ust confess the first 
sight disappointed* my*ex|>ectatior«, ^t a little examina¬ 
tion fully equalled them, j>,"'Vwhl^*^s strengthened by 
every subsequent'visit, "Th# cuV »‘*/f*^cajJt!4* which form 
the peristyle, sapported’nn^’doublc row#m pillars ; the two 
beautiful fountains in the court, whicli'throw up perpetually 
an astonishing quantity of •water; the obelisk of ancient 
Egyptian,granite, in the cenfPe, and the simple, but majes¬ 
tic front, combine to produce a whole which is probably no 
where equalled, and certainly not excelled.* Within, the 
grandeur and richness of tho*'inarble toluinnSj the statues, 
the paintings, the mosaics; the shrines, the altars, strike us 
with astonishment; yet^ven these canyot prevent us from 
noticing the exact proptwtions.of the whole, Vherc, as in 
the exterior, nothing intaides beyemd its proper bounds, but 
all combines to form on/ great design. 

Right under the qeiitre of the dome, and siinWirelow the 
pavement, is a kind of magnificent vault, constructed of the 
finest marble, and ornamented with precious stones, lapis 
lazuli, jewels, and«goId, Here rests, or k said to the 
body of the Great Apostle; teold or silver lampskept 
continually burning round tw tomb; and the pious votari^ 
throw themselves on theirskoees as they approacli the mar¬ 
ble ballustrade which sjurrounds a spot so sacred. A superb 
canopy;, supported on four rich wdved pillars of bronze. 
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Covers th^ vftuU, and although upwar(jA of one hundred and 
thirty fieel high, it is so lost ki the greatness of every object 
round us, that we can with difficulty conceive it to be half 
of that lieight. Yet there is one objecfin St. Peter’s which 
is little either in itself or through the use made of it. This 
js a bronze statue of tlie ApostU-, to tlie right of the aisle, 
sitting and holding the key of lleaV.e^n in his hand. One 
foot projects beyond the pedestal; and no good Catholic 
enters er leaves the ehiircli without kissing it. Some repent 
thiil ceremony three or four times; some stroke it down 
with their handsl as if it was alive; whilst others stoop and 
rnb their heat’s baekwa'fd anti forward against the sole of 
the sandal. In any otlier situation 1 might have smiled ; 
hut the grantlenr of the phice preyenteci all intrusion of 
lighter thoughtsend Prould only pity this striking instance 
of. tbg degradation of the h'u’.nan ehuracter. There must 
certainly be a pleasure in supe.rsiitioH., oihprwise^lhe world 
could not be so overrun wuh it. To by fur* the greatest 
proportion of mankind it is « toil to think; and whenever, 
either in religion or polities, they lind one who will take the 
trouble to think fo-; them, they give iheuiselv'.s up to his 
giiidancc, with little*cnq,nlry. ' * 

But it is not ajope. wiihiu the walls of St. Peter’s, or 
among the lo”kp.r ritylcs,* itjl w^ltre to *iook for traces of 

f ross siipersfitiow> '^^'1 inost every IJ.g.iare, and every church, 
enionstrates that this spirit flows front the higher source of 
society'. Magnificent terttoles are dedicated to the Virgiti 
Mary, under the title of E^ugl with God, Deitpam Firgini. 
The two beautifu] columns of Antonine and Trajan have, 
we are informed byr Latin* inscriptions on tbeir bases, 
been purified from their anci.cnt stains, and are now conse¬ 
crated to the true faith. In popfirmation of tins we behold, 
^ith some astonishment, a bronze statue of the apostle, to 
Tp’jtonv it lias anew been dedicated, standing on the top of a 
pillar carved'iound with battles aiv'J triumphs over the Ger¬ 
mans or the Daci. But perhaps ihg most striking instance 
is tire gr^t obelisk, which stands liear the principal gate, 
vybere we enter the town from the northward. Tliis obelisk 
is of a singular block of granite, and covered with hierogly¬ 
phics, the meaning of wtiich is no\y lost. It yias brought 
»om Fgypt by Julius Cjipsar ;,.and by him purified and con- 
jforaieV'to the sun, during thi*itime of his being high priest, 
SJI^ipears by ap inscription(rstill plainly legible. When 
these Vmjes had passed, away, the Roman ponijlf of a new 
religion again purifb/d it from all its past impieties; and 
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has for ever uneliaiigcyibly consecrated it to another deity. 
I’lie traveller {)iuises and considers with profound atieniioti 
tl»is singular and A tiormous tablet of stone, oti which are 
recorded the siipcrstilions of three • successive periods of 
Ituniau history, anji at wide intervals ^-oni each other; the 
Idolatrous w'or#hip .of Egypt, the sacrifices of Home, and 
the con uptions of the pure doctrines (if Christianity. J must 
confess it a^ficaiedeio nje mjt nierely.mi Egyjitian'obelisk, 
or a Roman trojihy, but a monument of the humVn race, 
wliich, jPtve consider its antiquity, its history, ajid its iii* 
iicriptions, is pcrliups lyiique on llie face of the globe. 

iiuriiig my stay in Rome 1 tvvi<*c ascendcaf the tower of 
the capital, and indulged in the rcHccyons whi<di the views 
from its summit'iiatur.^Jly excite. IJencc mj& have a clear 
view of all the seven hilis of the ^Aty ; ?lie reinuins of the 
ainphithe.ftre of Vespasian; ‘hnd ol' the triumplial arches, 
the pillars^ thd Vinpltrs, and.the.tombs of arieient Rome. 
No wjiere can a spot be chosen*more Calculated to awaken 
tile most profound reflection#; whicli, however, wdll vary 
according to the opinion of the beholder. “ View w’ell 
these niomuncnis of past^ ages,” says llie Stoic, “ behold 
how ileeting is hunuin'grandeur ; .•tiidyfemember that virtue 
alone 'is permanent,” “ Vii^v 'PmV./these monuments of 
past ages,” says the Epic h'rdiju,'''Ivhv.'tli lili!*->ourselvcs are 
hist hastening to decays'"'•'Let us tiierft%<fiisider, that if life 
be so frail, if youth be so transitory,* we should well enjoy 
the present hour, and lose no p:At of so perishable an exist¬ 
ence.” Perhaps in my future progress 1 may have occasion 
to note the general efl'eet which these views produced upon 
myself. Meantime 1 leave fo others the tailc of enlarging 
the numeious lists of pictu];pB, statues, medals, and vases, 
which this city contains r the Tyber, the capitoi, the Tar- 
peian rock, and the mo|it ancient rnonuments erected by the 
Romans, were the first objects yLTOy cdliosity.* At the head 
of the second maybe nlaced thj church of *Sl. Peter, to¬ 
gether with several othor religious edifices, the public foun¬ 
tains, and the palaces/ Having gratified rny.e!*iiosity on 
these heads, I was'fearful of entering too deeply into the 
examinalion of paintings and statues, to which I was aware 
tlieie would be n<j end. Yet hot* many^naster-pieces did I 
pot-bebold in my hasty surv^ ! so many as to ret^r Rome 
still tlie most attractive, citjjin the world to a sifJdent and 
jover of the arts. 

The palaces and other public buildings at Rome are ge- 
{tetail^ in a pure and conect taste; the inhabitants have a 
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dignified air and walk; and the woijien are cerlainh' the 
handsomest I have seen in ItAly, Here, as at Leghorn and 
Sienna, the carnival was maintained witli all its liveliness, 
and a -pleridour greatly superior to what I had yet beheld. 
The principal street ^as thronged with fine carriages; ami 
the ladies carried p(?iu hes full of white oiigav plums, which 
they threw by handfuls at those of" the passengers whom 
they thdught proper most to tiistinguri?h. So^reat is the 
quantity of these carraways or sugar plums thus thiown 
about in,the principal streets that the scavengers every 
morning sweep them into heaps, like hail, and sltovel them 
into their carti 

On the 22d of February oiir author^prooeeded in a 
veterino, to f^aphs; sueh is the detestation whirii the 
Italians have for the l\eneh, that llie latter an o'nligcd 
to travel in numerous parl'ts; IVIr. Semple joined a cara¬ 
van of this sory and after experiencing ihost miserable 
accommodation, he reached'JSaples on the third day. 

APPEARANCE OF NAPLES. 

The first appcarai^ct of Naples, says Alr.S. is imposing 
From its extent, lhe\pfli>iess of the hourcs, and the num¬ 
ber of public baildiP!^,,»y.hicl'j^vvo^pass soon alter entering 
the gates. ItcKvjti hyivy en lh^‘ edge of the bay, 

and a long high Vid^.i'e, on the soilhv.il of which stands the 
caslle of St. F,lmo, wliich, before the introduction of artil¬ 
lery', must have been nearlj'' impregnable. The ditch round 
it is deep, broad, and cut In the solid volcanic rock, and 
from it we have a charming view of the town and harbour 
beneath, Mou.n Vesuvius, and the whole sweep of the bay 
of N%ples. One principal streoy named the street of Toledo, 
traverses the city almost tlirough the whole of its extent, 
and in' a direction nearly parallel to, that of the hill, at the 
foot of wlitch it stafids. As in Leghorn, and most of the 
towns through which we Ijave passed in Italy, this principal 
street is paved with large broad flags of lava, without any 
distinctiotx_Cor foot passengers, Nlfething can exceed the 
liveliness and bustle of this street, iwliich from day-break, 
till some time after sun set, is constantly thronged with 
pa8sengt'rs,.^;arriag“s, soldiers, lazzaroni plying for hire, 
swarms oi’.^^gars, and tows of stalls, wheie beead, fruits, 
meats ready dressed, and icefi'''Water are sold. -The car- 
^iiigcs drive with grevt rapidity' agd appear to cleave fho 
JmniiC^i|^ crowd, which quickly closes again, like the w aves 
W the track of a vessel. At the end of the street .of Toled»- 
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is nn open squnre, onefekle of which is formed by the royal 
palace, which is iu a purer state of arehiiecture than most 
of the other public biiiltlings; For this is one respect ia 
wjiich Naples is greatly inferior to IJomc. In the latter 
city, the churches,’the j)ala(;e.s, ihecolboius, the fountains, 
the statues, nay even the coiinnon ornaiiients of houses are 
ge nerally in 4j pure strict titylc. In Naples on the con¬ 
trary, the first glance ap’the [fublic buildings annou«ces a 
vifiated taste, and although we may afterwards find much 
to admire, in detail 1 scarcely saw there a’single structure 
whiich did not bear the’uiarkJ of ^dftcay, or ttf: corruption 
of genius. 

This square, daring the time of my residence at Naples, 
was on all accounts tiie'most interesting spbf to which the 
stranger c»uld resort. Hesides the pahu’e, it , is likewise 
ornamented with^a, colpssal marble, Termyius of Jupiter, 
dug up sevSrgl y^ars ago, and placed here by order of the 
king. Tile effect of such a giriit statue on one side of the 
public square is striking, and it was now rendered still more 
BO by tlie great number of Frencb offisers and soldiers con¬ 
stantly walking u[> and, down benqalh .;n. Joseph Buona¬ 
parte luBviug taken up liis resid<;nce ir> dig palace, it was of 
course, at once, the •lead-.'-viuart'its ,ot tnc a.-^niy, and the 
centre of the civil and ^liuiicial opera«Vs-J5^. A guard of 
fifty men stood constantly before the fi'ont; and on each 
side of the arched entry, two br^ss four pounders, loaded 
with grape, and. with raatdies imrning night and day, 
evinced the affection, or, at least, secured the obedience of 
the Neapolitans to their new sovereign. In Uie day time, 
this mixture of armed men, Ioa,fled cannon, atjd smoaking 
matciies, in the midst of a,crOvvded city, had something of 
the appearance of ferocity, and at night, in passing the 
square, the ear was ofteiji strock with the reiseated chal¬ 
lenges of the centincls, whilst, by the light of die stars, it 
was easy to observe whole cprapanfes of soldiers stretched 
out, and slumbering neat piles of arms. 

Whatever might be t|ie feelings of the Neapolitans, at 
this period, they manifested no outward discontent, but gave 
vent to their immaurs and vows of*reven® in secret The 
populace, ever ur^d by the wants, and allured hy the 
amusements of the day, applied^or employment to a French¬ 
man, as they would have aoniLjlto any other foreigner, and 
frequented with their usuaf eagerness, the theatres of pup¬ 
pets, the jugglers, the tellers of stories on the Mole, and the 
exhibitions of arlequino aot^pUncbinello. But the middUnji 
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and better classes were more-reserved, the places of pub 
amusements ceased to bi; thronged, and the great theatre 
Prince Carlos, one of the largest and most rnagnii'icent 
Europe, appeared every nigjit like an empty prison, f 
want of illuiniaaiioii 7iud coinnany, Fm'ty or fifty Frern 
officers formed the greater part of the uiidieiu’c, and tlu 
were among the forcuiosi to iatm nt -tihc \van>' of that s 
ciety w4iieh cunstituies tire chief pleasure of public ainus 
nieiits. 

In tliis siaic oV things tlie environs of Naples would hat 
claiin'.'d allclbiou, had they even been far less deserving < 
it in thein'clves. On the one hand the tomb of Virgil, lh 
groito of Pai^ili|)po, a passage of eight iiundrcfl yards ; 
Icngtb, iv.L ihrobgh a irouiilain, anci beyond it the coniitr 
approacl'iing to I’o/.zuoli and Bai:e, aboundingvin naturr 
wonders, liot springs, sulfrliureous iuid me^tbitic vapour; 
issuing in pai tir-ular Spots from the earth, mountains of lava 
anti craleis of extingnislied "oleanos. The tomb of Virgil 
so called, is nothing but the remains of a round tower, on ; 
bill to llie left hand, just above the entrance of the grotto 
No iiiseriptioii on f.he toiiil) itself, (Cecities the truth of it: 
liaving lieen ereclytl iy l’.tnopr of Virgil, and many'learnet 
jintiqiiariatis g-eatl^' d'ipb' its ])ictension.s to that title. A- 
niiy rate, the vi'2r(/.'',./?m it'of ^he whole of Na|)les, is, per< 
baps, lire most interesting of any in the neighbourhood, 
Several 3 'oimg women, of jNliopi I had made inquiries, and 
wiio had fullouod me to the spot, seeing tlrat I eonteniplat- 
ed with profound iilleiiiion, whatever recalled even the name 
of so great a>;>oet, told me, tKai not I'ar off was the. tomb of 
an Fhiglisli Vliioid. I’isey !;;d me to it, when I found it to 
lie the grave of an Englisii eI"iiUlj buried at the foot of a 
youitg iig-trec. 'J'he name, I ibiak, was William Benffeld, 
engraved ok a small head-stone, .and the inscription tohi 
me, in my rnilive language,'that he had died under the age 
of three, years. I heiielil with a kiiul of inelaneholy plea- 
stne thy^g-' uve of tuy young eoumi^yman, so far from home, 
and so near the spot said to contaiti thg dust of Virgil. 

Such are a few of the objects to the right of the town, 
lookiu"- outwards, to the bay." On the left, the principal ob¬ 
ject is Mount Vesuvius, lowering to the 'height of moretlvaa 
three ttvousand feet, with il-sr-•ouical summit, and its Cralef 
emitting a white .smoke frohLauiiierous crevices. Leaving 
this mouinain on the left, and passipgovcr its base, consist¬ 
ing of torrents of lava, which have flowed from it at far dist¬ 
ant period.s, wo arrive at Porticj„ vvhere is kept the tnaseum 
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wliirh oner oontuined a complete assoruncot of u!l the an- 
tiqftiiies dug up iii i K rt uiaiieuin, Pompi-ii, .uid Sfabia. Pur- 
tici rs about Hvo tiiilert from Nwpk-.s, ami i.s ciiiell v built upon 
till* lava, buiieatli wiiich llfi'ctiluiiouin is. buiu.il. 
nniiig along the sauin r kki’<* igh! nnio.s laiilicr wc rcai^h 
Pompeii, where tlio ^Mid volouiie iruul thrown fj«t, 

A. 1 ). — 7fl, b'ij i'aif.'.ng on'th.e h<'us '.s, lone iormed ri<l,;es of 
low hills, n!)v\ eovei'd’Mih trees and \iu' .s. Noiliiii;> can 
exci'i d toe‘interesi exiatctl by this view of part (7f an shi- 
tfieut eily, the t'.ir greater poriiou of *\iiich is yet biiyittl be- 
‘iioatli tlie j'rescnt surface of tlio caith. \Ve wall; in the 
Streets, wo '-.'sii the tonihs, we <;»ter ilie tti< I'.n's, the teiur— 
pics, the private liosises of tin; ancient iii>ui;',^s. liven the 
trucks of tile earn igcs deeply 'veo ii in the pa*.e nein. attvact- 
,ouf attention, whilst ;u ttie saiiic lime we noti.e with dis¬ 
gust, ill some exterior and public t.. leet;i-nt-., s\|-ikiiig proofs, 
of iho gross imk'lic.'ice of ;'.;.cii;iil'.ii.tnoi;;tkiL Pompeii, 
says Mr. J^ciiijds. wotHd wtlLtlescive a ch.ipter to ilseii, and 
that 1 have not at preseui, to be'4ovv. ’ 

But Ves'.iviu.s is the gieat, ihc striking, the elianujtcii.stic 
object of the vicinity of Naples. It is visib'e, from the 
opening okaimost every .-.n-cel, it is tAtti^ted on many of the 
coins, and its various vru'ptions a£c ce,,i luliy vceorded, atitl 
accurately depicted. 'I’h'; very i'e *. jiif a burning roowtitain 
ill the neighbourhocu! ul an iiui..e''’.se city, cturie-s with it an 
appearance of the won k rlui,' and vocals the enchantments 
of the Arabian Nights. The bl*■^t a . t'ot is from Portici, 
five utiles from Naples, amj. at that place I retuiily I’oaud a 
guide to acA^iptniy me. I'iic .amd soon b. comes rugged 
and difficult, t^er luirents of Hiu ieui lava and scoria; ; but 
being accurstrtmed^^ to cliiuliiiig lulls, 1 asceiid^d wjth a rapi¬ 
dity that asluiiisbed my guity. At about unen^ird of tiie 
heiglit w'e arrived a}, a small house, kept by a monk, who 
affords refreshment to persons climbing tlu; inountaiii, :nid 
as the difficulties increase greatly tihovc thus -spot, ii is usual 
tcirmake a shofl halt here, lie yas a vetieiabie looking 
father of the Frtmcisetm order, received me with it kind 
greeting, and quickly sat before me a loaf <d bi',v.o.'f I'h ome¬ 
let of eggs, and a'bowlc of excelk-nt laichryiva- (diristi. 
This wine, which is produced from the viaeytirds on the 
slope of the mountain, is sweetish, hiil j^kasaiit, and iiigh 
fl^youred. My guide partook with tne, and aticr, the repast, 
the Friay put into my hjinds^ small book, in vvlileli he re-, 
quested me to write my tjarifiy and, chose, ti few shorr 
kentenoes, and I.of course did not neglect thi.s ojiportunitjfr 
fEMPLfi.j F 





